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PREFACE. 


STRATTEN'S  GLASGOW  treats  of  the  Commercial  Capital  of  Scotland,  it  is 
believed,  after  a  new  and  unique  fashion.  Besides  picturing  the  romance 
of  the  past,  it  describes  the  busy  activity  of  the  Glasgow  of  the  present  day. 
In  the  Historical  Glimpses  it  makes  the  old  days  of  its  rise  and  growth  live 
again,  and  tells  the  story  of  its  Cathedral,  its  University,  and  its  Municipal  Build- 
ing. In  its  Review  of  the  present  mercantile  life  of  the  City,  it  introduces  the 
readers  of  the  leading  houses  of  business,  chief  industries,  enterprising  firms, 
and  interesting  sights  and  scenes  which  give  Glasgow  its  greatness. 

Few  Cities  combine  such  a  variety  of  interest:  for  has  it  not  its  Cathedral, 
rich  with  history,  and  its  University?  Is  it  not  facile  prlivceps  the  home  of  ship- 
building, and  commercially  the  second  City  in  the  Empire?  And  are  not  the 
Western  Highlands  its  garden  or  pleasure-ground  ?  The  following  pages  cover 
all  these  spheres  of  interest,  and  meet  every  possible  requirement  by  giving 
Historical  Glimpses,  Descriptive  Accounts  of  its  Commerce,  a  Sketch  of  its 
Grand  Tour,  some  mention  of  its  neighbouring  towns,  and  Notices  of  its  lead- 
ing Mercantile  Houses.  Its  information  is  believed  to  be  both  accurate  and 
minute  and  its  facts  and  figures  up  to  date.  Being  both  practical  and 
picturesque,  it  is  sure  to  suit  the  needs  and  serve  the  interests  of  many. 

LET    GLASGOW    FLOURISH! 
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HISTORICAL    GLASGOW. 


GLASGOW. 


THE     CATHEDRAL. 


HIS  large  and  stately  City — the  second  in 
the  British  Empire,  as  its  citizens  proudly 
claim — is  spread  over  a  large  and  varied 
surface,  affording  not  a  few  striking 
points  for  architectural  display,  just  near 
the  meeting  -  place  of  four  counties, 
Lanark,  Renfrew,  Stirling,  and  Dum- 
barton. These  are  all  rich  in  coal, 
iron,  freestone,  lime,  farm  produce,  and, 
in  short,  everything  that  is  needed  for  the  requirements 
of  modern  comfort  and  commerce.  Though  Glasgow  was 
never  far  from  the  sea,  its  noble  river  the  Clyde  has  now 
been    artificially    deepened   so   that    ships  of   greatest 


burthen  can  be  safely  moored  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
city,  where  men  still  living  may,  in  boyhood,  have  hung 
their  clothes  on  the  yellow  broom  while  bathing  in  the 
shallow  stream.  Glasgow  is  a  great  meeting-point  for 
railways,  and  boasts  of  several  great  stations,  while 
the  old-fashioned  canal,  as  in  Dr.  Johnson's  time,  still 
carries  its  share  of  the  coal,  mineral,  and  goods  traffic. 
Here  is  much  to  interest  the  intelligent  student  or 
traveller  in  the  life  and  development  of  this  great 
Scottish  hive  of  industry,  and  its  wonderfully  advanced 
municipal  institutions  have  often  been  pointed  out  as 
models  for  the  imitation  of  cities  slower  in  growth,  if 
more  aristocratic  in  reputation. 
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Let  us  glance  now  hastily  at  what  we  may  find  to 
attract  us  in  the  "  Venice  of  the  West,"  so  that  we  may 
survey  more  particularly  at  our  leisure  the  points  of 
great  importance.  This  large  city,  if  dingy  with  smoke 
and  often  veiled  in  tawny-coloured  fogs  that  London 
cannot  rival,  is  solidly  built  in  freestone.  Its  streets 
are  placed  at  right  angles  ;  its  houses  regularly  num- 
bered ;  and  the  names  of  the   streets  are  very  clearly 


indicated.  You  can  easily  understand  the  geography 
of  the  city  by  a  single  glance  at  the  map,  as  the  main 
thoroughfares  either  lie  nearly  parallel  to  the  Clyde  or 
cross  it  at  right  angles.  It  is  well  supplied  with  tram- 
lines, crossing  at  central  points,  and  making  communi- 
cation easy  with  all  parts  of  the  town  ;  and  the  Clyde 
is  bridged  at  many  points,  or  crossed  by  ferries,  where 
bridges  are  impracticable  in  the  lower  reaches. 


HISTORICAL     GLIMPSES. 


Glasgow  is  essentially  a  modern  city,  and  its 
Institutions,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the 
University,  have  a  thoroughly  modern  and  democratic 
flavour  about  them.  Yet  the  seat  of  St.  Mungo  can 
claim  some  respect  for  its  hoary  antiquity,  dating,  as  it 
does,  back  to  the  middle  of  the  sixth  century,  500 
years  before  the  Norman  Conquest.  Traces  of  the  old 
mediaeval  life  of  the  town  are  now  few  and  far  between, 
and  modern  zeal  for  improvement  has  long  ago 
swept  away  many  interesting  links  of  connection 
with  the  days  of  yore  which  might  well  have  been 
spared  to  the  lovers  of  all  quaint  remnants  of 
antiquity.  The  old  Cathedral  (as  we  shall  have 
occasion  more  particularly  to  show)  presents,  within 
the  accretions  of  its  own  grand  structure,  records 
of  many  centuries  of  change  and  progress,  from 
the  dim  period  when  the  monk  Kentigern  came  to 
missionise  the  rude  and  barbarous  Kelts,  and  to  make 
his  cell  by  the  wooded  heights  close  to  the  quiet 
Molendinar,  where  trout  were  wont  to  gleam  and 
salmon  merrily  to  leap. 

The  birth  of  St.  Kentigern,  or  St.  Mungo,  as  may  be 
gathered  from  the  old  monkish  legends,  was  on  this  wise. 
Once  upon  a  time,  his  mother  Taneu  was  at  sea,  when  a 
great  tempest  arose,  and  after  much  tossing  on  the  deep, 
the  ship  that  bore  her  was  dashed,  an  utter  wreck,  upon 
the  shore.  Hard  by  the  spjt  where  the  catastrophe  took 
place,  a  papil  of  the  great  St.  Palladius,  whose  own 
name  was  St.  Servanus,  patiently  taught  a  few  boys 
their  letters,  in  a  little  school,  at  Culross.  Seeing  that 
the  woman  greatly  needed  help  in  her  delicate  condition, 
the  good  man  kindly  gave  her  such  shelter  and  comfort 
as  his  poor  cell  might  afford.  For  long  after  that  a 
yearly  procession  took  place,  at  Culross,  in  memory  of 
good  St.   Serf,  or  Servanus.      By  and  by  a  bright  little 


boy  appeared  on  the  scene,  and  as  time  rolled  on,  the 
child  took  his  place  on  the  school  benches  of  the  worthy 
man  beside  the  other  pupils.  Little  Kentigern,  as  he 
came  to  be  called,  was  soon  widely  known  for  his 
wordly  shrewdness  and  book-lore,  and  he  began  also  to 
earn  much  sanctity  in  the  country-side  for  wonders 
wrought  by  him  through  faith  and  prayer.  He  had 
tamed  a  little  robin  to  come  and  perch  on  his  hand 
whenever  he  whistled  for  it;  but  rough  playmates,  in 
handling  the  little  creature,  deprived  it  of  life.  Then 
the  gentle  boy-saint  by  a  miracle  brought  the  poor 
bird  to  life  again.  Many  are  the  tales  by  which  a 
credulous  and  child  -  like  age  attests  the  piety  and 
beneficence  of  one  who,  after  all,  must  have  been  a 
centre  of  genial  influence  to  the  rude  tribes  around 
him.  We  are  told  that  he  once  let  the  fire  go  out 
which  should  have  been  ready  for  matins  in  the  cruel 
winter  mornings.  Catching  up  a  dry  twig,  it  was  at 
once  lit,  while  in  his  hand,  by  a  spark  from  Heaven, 
and  so  the  wrath  of  man  was  turned  to  veneration. 

When  Queen  Langueth  lost  her  wedding  ring,  her 
husband  doubted  her  fidelity,  so  she  was  at  last  cast 
into  prison.  Pitying  her,  the  holy  man  sent  someone 
to  fish  in  the  river,  who  at  length  drew  forth  a  salmon, 
within  whose  belly  the  missing  ring  was  discovered  in 
the  presence  of  St.  Kentigern.  So  the  lady  was  shown 
to  be  pure, — how  is  not  quite  so  clear  as  might  be — and 
the  King's  jealous  suspicions  were  allayed. 

If  anyone  doubts  these  pretty,  old  tales,  it  is  enough 
to  point  them  to  the  old  seals  of  the  Bishops,  or  to  the 
Municipal  Arms  of  the  city,  where,  as  every  child  can 
tell  you,  there  you  behold  the  tree  to  which  the  twig 
belonged,  the  robin-red-breast  very  like  a  jackdaw,  the 
salmon  with  the  very  identical  lost  ring  in  its  mouth 
which    the  poor  Queen  broke  her  pure  little  heart  over, 
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so   long,   long   ago.     Rings   were,    perhaps,    somewhat 
scarce  in  those  days. 

Mr.  T.  Morgan,  from  whose  paper  on  "Early 
Scottish  History,"  published  in  the  journal  of  the 
Archaeological  Association,  we  have  gleaned  much 
valuable  information,  gives  an  instance  of  the  allegorical 


an  unpromising  mode  of  culture,  was  made  to  yield  a 
smiling  crop  of  golden  corn. 

"  It  can  only  be  supposed,"  says  that  learned 
writer,  "  that  the  stag  represents  the  wild  Highlander, 
and  the  wolf  the  Pict  or  Saxon,  and  that,  by  taming  and 
employing  both,  he  had  obtained  an  excellent  harvest 


THE     BISHOP'S     PALACE. 


meaning  such  stories  may  probably  have  been  intended 
to  convey.  Two  animals  of  very  different  tempers,  a 
stag  and  a  wolf,  were  harnessed  together  by  St.  Mungo 
to    a  plough,  and  made  to  turn  up  the  sand   by   the 


from  the  good  seed  of  the  faith  which  he  had  sown  in 
the  barren  sand." 

According   to   the   story  of  Jocelin,  the  monk   of 


sea-shore.     Strange  to  tell,  even   sea-sand,  under  such         Furness,   Kentigern  was  consecrated  at  the  age  of  25. 
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At  that  time  Glasgow,  or  at  least  the  little  civilised 
community  on  the  banks  of  the  Molendinar,  or  mill 
stream,  was  called  Deschu  and  Cathures,  and  this 
place  soon  became  the  "  spiritual  mother  "  of  all  that 
wide  and  fair  region  around  which  the  legends  of 
Arthur  and  his  knights  clung.  By  and  by,  the 
Britons  who  dwelt  by  the  Clyde  got  a  bishop  from 
the  Emerald  Isle,  which  was  at  that  time  in  advance 
of  man}'  countries  that  are  now  in  the  vanguard  of 
civilisation.     His  name,  as  Latinised,  was  Sedulius. 

We  hear  almost  nothing  of  Glasgow  till  the  year 
ii  15.  David,  a  son  of  St.  Margaret  and  prince  of 
Cumbria,  caused  a  Notitia  to  be  made  (and  an  ancient 
copy  of  the  document  is  one  of  the  municipal  trea- 
sures of  the  City)  of  the  territorial  possessions  of  the 
Bishop  who  then  had  a  Cathedral. 

Glasgow  was  erected  by  William  the  Lion  into  a 
burgh,  having  a  market  with  freedom  and  customs, 
about  1 1 78.  Some  time  afterwards,  the  See  was 
restored  by  David,  who  became  King  of  Scotland. 

Jocelin,  of  Furness,  who  wrote  the  Life  and 
Miracles  of  St.  Kentigern,  became  Bishop.  One  of  his 
successors  was  the  famous  Bishop  Robert  Wisheart, 
who,  as  an  ardent  patriot,  gave  his  support  and 
sympathy  to  Robert  Bruce  and  William  Wallace,  and 
was  imprisoned  for  this  and  his  supposed  complicity 
in  the  murder  of  the  Red  Comyn,  up  till  the  time  when 
the  battle  of  Bannockbum,  in  13 14,  broke  his  fetters. 
He  lived  to  crown  the  Bruce  in  the  old  palace  at  Scone, 
and  died  at  a  good  old  age.  What  some  with  reason 
deem  his  monument  is  now  pointed  out  at  the  centre  of 
the  east  end  of  the  crypt  in  Glasgow  Cathedral. 

In  1268,  it  appears  that  Courts  of  Justice  existed, 
and  the  local  government  was  vested  in  a  Provost  and 
Bailies. 

The  first  stone  bridge  of  Glasgow  was  built  by  a 
Bishop  (Rae)  in  1345,  just  where  Stockwell  Bridge  is 
now. 

Wallace  fought  a  successful  battle  for  his  country's 
independence  in  High  Street  in  1300.  In  1350,  the 
plague  raged  in  the  city,  carrying  off  great  numbers  of 
victims.  Perhaps  the  next  epoch-making  event  was 
the  foundation  of  the  University,  whose  fortunes  came 
to  be  very  closely  interwoven  with  those  of  the  great 
commercial  community  to  which  it  now  supplies  such 
intellectual  stimulus,  and  from  which  it  receives  many 
substantial  benefits  in  return. 

The  University,  as  has  elsewhere  been  more  fully 
related,  was  established  in   1450,   but  even  before  this 


a  charter  had  been  obtained  from  James  II.,  in  1420, 
which  raised  to  a  regality  the  town  and  episcopal 
territory. 

James  IV.,  who  himself  had  been  an  honorary 
canon  in  his  earlier  years,  made  his  ecclesiastical  sym- 
pathy felt  by  rendering  the  See  metropolitan. 

Somewhere  about  1542,  Glasgow  was  the  scene  of 
a  fierce  feud  between  the  partizans  of  the  Earls  of 
Angus  and  Lennox,  who  severally  desired  the  control 
of  the  young  lady,  afterwards  to  be  known  as  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots. 

The  Bishop's  castle,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Royal  Infirmary,  was  held  by  Lennox  men. 
Angus,  Ihen  Regent  of  the  Kingdom,  besieged  it,  causing 
a  surrender.  The  terms  of  capitulation  were  not,  it 
was  declared,  honourably  adhered  to,  which  led  to  a 
skirmish  near  the  site  of  the  old  Barracks,  in  Gallow- 
gate,  then  called  the  Butts.  The  followers  of  Earl 
Angus  were  victors,  and  the  unfortunate  citizens  were 
bitterly  made  to  rue  their  sympathy  with  Lennox, 
the  town  being  given  over  to  pillage. 

When  the  ferment  of  the  Reformation  spread 
through  Europe,  Glasgow,  as  a  University  town,  felt 
its  influence  greatly. 

With  James  Bethune's  flight  to  Paris  (consecrated 
in  1552)  ended  the  long,  and  for  the  most  part  honour- 
able, line  of  Roman  Catholic  Bishops. 

The  beautiful,  but  most  unhappy,  Queen  Mary 
was  in  1568  defeated  at  Langside  by  Glasgow  citizens, 
and  with  her  flight  to  England  tragically  ended  the 
ascendency  of  the  Roman  Catholic  creed  in  Scotland. 
This  fateful  battle  is  described  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Henceforth,  the  history  of  Glasgow  becomes  more  and 
more  that  of  an  active  civic  community  of  the  most 
modern  type,  in  full  sympathy  with  the  progressive 
movements  of  the  times.  From  then,  till  the  occurrence 
of  the  "Glorious  Revolution,"  as  many  Glasgow 
citizens  were  wont  to  term  it,  there  was  a  succession  of 
Protestant  Archbishops,  many  of  whom  enjoyed  their 
dignity  for  a  very  brief  period. 

An  era  of  prosperity  dawned  upon  the  old  Cathedral 
town  when  James  VI.  wore  the  double  crown.  The 
immediate  effect  of  the  Reformation  was  to  rapidly 
dissipate  much  local  wealth  accumulated  slowly  by  the 
dignitaries  of  the  Church  ;  but  the  Union,  undoubtedly, 
gave  a  great  impulse  to  foreign  trade,  and  opened  new 
and  lucrative  fields  for  foreign  or  colonial  investment. 
Trade  at  this  time  was  chiefly  with  the  low  countries. 
Scott,    with   his   usual    insight,    has   picturesquely   in- 


12 


Historical    Glasgow. 


dicated  the  opposing  views  as  to  the  Union  which  long 
afterwards  prevailed,  in  his  amusing  colloquy  between 
pawky  Andrew  Fairservice  and  the  astute  Glasgow 
magistrate  : — 

"  Whist,  sir  !— whist  !  its  ill-scraped  tongues  like 
yours  that  make  mischief  atween  neighbour-hoods  and 
nations.  There's  naething  sae  gude  on  this  side  o'time 
but  it  might  hae  been  better,  and  that  may  be  said  o' 
the  Union.  Nane  were  keener  against  it  than  the 
Glasgow  folk,  wi'  their  rabblings  and  their  risings,  and 
their  mobs,  as  they  ca'  them  now-a-days.  But  it's  an  ill 
wind  blaws  naebody  gude.— Let  ilka  ane  roose  the  ford 
as  they  find  it.— I  say  let  Glasgow  flourish  !  whilk  is 
judiciously  and  elegantly  putten  round  the  town's  arms, 
by  way  of  by-word.— Now,  since  St.  Mungo  catched 
herrings  in  the  Clyde,  what  was  ever  like  to  gar  us 
flourish  like  the  sugar  and  tobacco  trade  ?  Will  any- 
body tell  me  that,  and  grumble  at  the  treaty  that  opened 
us  a  road  west-awa  yonder  ?" 

Andrew  Fairservice  was  far  from  acquiescing  in 
these  arguments  of  experience,  and  even  ventured  to 
enter  a  grumbling  protest,  "That  it  was  an  unco 
change  to  hae  Scotland's  laws  made  in  Engiand  ;  and 
that  for  his  share,  he  wadna  for  a'  the  herring- 
barrels  in  Glasgow,  and  a'  the  tobacco-casks  to  boot, 
hae  gien  up  the  riding  o'  the  Scot's  Parliament,  or  sent 
awa  our  Crown  and  our  sword  and  our  sceptre  and 
Mons  Meg,  to  be  keepit  by  thae  English  pock- puddings 
in  the  Tower  o'  Lunnon.  What  wad  Sir  William 
Wallace,  or  auld  Davie  Lindsay,  hae  said  to  the  Union, 
or  them  that  made  it  ?  " 

In  1638,  the  General  Assembly  met  in  Glasgow 
Cathedral,  with  its  Lord  High  Commissioner,  the  Marquis 
of  Hamilton,  seated  on  a  canopied  throne,  and  sur- 
rounded by  his  chief  Officers  of  State.  Great  were  the 
doings  which  culminated  in  the  deposition  of  the 
Bishops  and  manifest  endangering  of  the  old  claims  of 
Royalty.  "  No  Bishop,  no  King,"  was  the  opinion  in 
high  quarters,  and  the  Assembly  was  immediately  and 
forcibly  dispersed  ;  but  not  till  it  had  set  men  thinking 
Historians  are  coming  now  to  recognize  that  this 
striking  Assembly  was  the  natural  parent  of  the  Long 
Parliament,  which  has  so  impressed  itself  on  the  history 
of  these  Islands. 

In    1648    the    Provost    and    Bailies    were     made 
acquainted  with  the  interior  of  their  own  tolbooth,  and 
a  large  number  of  troops  were  quartered  on  the  town 
on  account  of  disloyalty  to  poor  King  Charles  I. 


An  interesting  report  by  Thomas  Tucker,  which  is 
dated  1656,  On  the  Settlement  of  the  Revenue  of  Excise  and 
Customs  in  Scotland,  furnishes  us  with  some  valuable 
particulars  as  to  the  state  of  things  then  prevailing  in 
the  noithern  kingdom.  Fifeshire  at  that  period  had 
more  shipping  in  its  possession  than  any  other  county 
in  Scotland.  Again,  in  Leith  there  were  at  that  time 
fourteen  vessels,  while  Montrose,  Kirkcaldy,  and 
Glasgow  had  in  all  twelve  vessels  amongst  them  ! 

Worthy  Mr.  Tom  Tucker  gives  us  a  graphic  little 
picture  of  the  appearance  then  presented  by  the 
metropolis  of  ship-building. 

"  This  town,"  he  says,  "seated  in  a  pleasant  and 
fruitful  soil,  and  consisting  of  four  streets  handsomely 
built  in  form  of  a  cross,  is  one  of  the  most  considerable 
burghs  in  Scotland,  as  well  for  the  structure  as  trade  of 
it.  The  inhabitants,  all  but  the  students  of  the  College 
which  is  here,  are  traders  and  dealers."  He  tells  us 
that  they  sail  to  Ireland  "  with  small  smiddy-coals  in 
open  boats  from  four  to  ten  tons,  from  whence  they 
bring  hoops,  rungs,  barrel-staves,  meal,  oats,  and  butter  ; 
some  tor  Fiance,  with  pladding,  coals,  and  herring,  of 
which  there  is  a  great  fishing  yearly  in  the  western  sea, 
for  which  they  return  salt,  paper,  resin,  and  prunes  ; 
some  to  Norway  for  timber  ;  and  everyone  with  their 
neighbours  the  Highlanders,  who  come  hither  from  the 
Isles  and  western  parts." 

The  West  Indian  trade  does  not  at  that  time   seem 

to  have  been  very  lucrative,   and  is   referred  to  thus  : 

"  Here  hath  likewise  been  some  who  have  adventured 
as  far  as  Barbadoes  ;  but  the  losses  they  have  sustained, 
by  reason  of  their  going  out  and  coming  home  late  every 
year,  have  made  them  discontinue  going  thither  any 
more." 

The  unfortunate  Darian  Scheme,  fostered  by 
Paterson,  the  Scotchman  who  founded  the  Bank  ol 
England  afterwards,  seems  to  have  cost  Glasgow  citizens 
some  ^"56,000. 

In  1716  an  "honest"  Glasgow  merchant  vessel — 
there  would  seem  to  have  been  merely  buccaneers 
before  this — sailed  across  the  main  to  the  West  Indies, 
and  not  long  afterwards  a  fairly  brisk  trade  arose  with 
those  fertile  regions. 

In  the  year  1735  about  sixty-seven  vessels  (with 
tonnage  5,600)  belonged  to  Glasgow  owners,  and  many 
of  those  ships  crossed  the  Atlantic  almost  regularly. 

At  that    time  the   whole  tonnage  of  England  was 
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about  476,941,  and  as  Scotland  could  only  show  about 
12,000  in  all,  Glasgow  even  then  proudly  claimed  as  her 
own  nearly  half  of  all  the  shipping  owned  by  Scotland. 
Calico  printing,  which  has  since  then  developed 
into  a  great  and  most  artistic  industry,  took  its  rise 
among  the  denizens  of  St.  Mungo  and  neighbourhood 
in  1738. 

In  1737  there  was 
some  disorder  which 
culminated,  through 
a  deplorable  lack  of 
firmness  on  the  part 
of  the  local  mag- 
nates, in  the"  Shaw- 
field  Mob."  A 
Member  of  Parlia- 
ment of  that  name 
had  offended  the 
Andrew  Fairservice 
Sort  of  people  by 
his  supposed  sub- 
servience to  the 
J' Lunnon  "govern- 
ment in  regard  to 
the  malt  tax.  The 
worthy  member's 
mansion  was  sacked 
and  ruined  ;  and  a 
guard  sent  by 
General  Wade  for 
his  protection,  on 
being  attacked, 
formed  a  hollow 
square  and  dealt 
forth  a  deadly  volley 
amongst  the  people, 
wounding  a  con- 
siderable number  of 
them  severely  and 
killing  eight  per- 
sons. Captain 
Bushell,  who  had 
given  the  orders,  was 

put  on  trial,  but  was  very  naturally  acquitted.  An 
Italian  writing  in  1788  says:— "That  city  (Glasgow) 
unequivocally  announces  the  progress  which  Scotland 
is  making.  Not  only  many  of  the  houses,  but  many 
of  the  streets  are  totally  new,  built  of  fine  stone, 
but  almost  all  on  the  same  plan,  and  many  even  by  the 
same  measurement,  which,  besides  showing  that  there  is 
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in  these  quarters  no  modern  trace  of  genius  for  the  fine 
Arts  (although  the  Scottish  writers  say  that  there  is  no 
nation  naturally  more  inclined  to  architecture),  produces 
also  a  tiresome  monotony,  and  is  apt  to  lead  into 
confusion  and  mistake.  I  prefer,  indeed,  the  streets,  or 
at  least  the  buildings,  which  are  more  ancient  ;  these 
have  something  in  them  ;  many  in  particular,  placed  upon 

arcades  forming  a 
piazza,  display  a 
magnificence  and 
solidity  which, 
though  irregular  and 
often  rude,  affords 
something  with 
which  the  eye  may 
occupy  and  employ 
itself." 


It  has  been 
noticed  that,  until 
the  Union,  the  trade 
of  Glasgow  was 
principally  carried 
on  with  contiguous 
countries  on  the 
Continent,  but  now 
tobacco  was  im- 
ported in  yearly  in- 
creasing quantities 
from  Virginia, 
whence  the  fine  old 
street  of  that  name 
in  Glasgow  ;  and 
Bristol  gradually 
lost  its  old  ascend- 
ancy in  that  trade. 
Much  of  the  present 
wealth  of  Glasgow 
germinated  from  the 
old  tobacco  planta- 
tions in  Southern 
America,  and  in 
1780    cotton    began 


to  excite  keen  attention  in  the  growing  city. 

Soon  after  that  important  staple  had  begun  to  be 
profitable  as  a  manufacture,  the  great  and  ingenious 
James  Watt  suggested  a  trial  of  chlorine  for  bleaching 
purposes,  and  out  of  that  most  fruitful  and  timely  hint, 
which  was  promptly  adopted  by  Charles  Tennant,  grew 
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the  magnificent  and  many-sided  chemical  industry    of 
Glasgow. 

Another  useful  suggestion  was  adopted  by  Glasgow 
citizens  in  the  latter  quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
and  it  has  become  a  mine  of  untold  wealth  to  their 
once  inland  village. 

John  Golborne,  of  Chester,  in  1768,  gave  the 
outlines  of  a  plan  for  narrowing  the  river  Clyde,  which 
was  dissipated  over  a  wide  region  and  lost  itself  in  mud 
flats  and  marshy  shallows  ere  it  found  an  outlet  to 
the  sea  ;  and  in  1773  the  same  gentleman  was  entrusted 
with  a  contract  to  remove  the  existing  shoals  by 
dredging,  and  to  embank  the  river  in  a  substantial 
manner  so  as  to  render  it  better  suited  for  navigation. 
Since  his  time  somewhere  about  ten  millions  of  pounds 
sterling  have  been  expended  in  the  development  of  the 
river,  building  docks,  etc.,  nor  ever  has  public  money 
been  better  spent. 

In  181 2  an  eventful  launch  took  place  on  the 
bosom  of  old  Clutha.  An  astounding  craft,  owned  by 
Henry  Bell,  and  named  the  "  Comet,"  because  it 
flashed  along  at  the  rate  of  seven  and  a  half  knots  an 
hour  when  circumstances  favoured,  began  to  ply  on  the 
tawny  stream,  the  modest  herald  of  a  great  fleet  of 
steamers  which  no  man  can  now  number. 

An  East  India  trade  had  for  some  time  been  slowly 
growing,  and  in  18 16  the  first  vessel  sailed  from 
Glasgow  direct  to  our  eastern  possessions.  A  vast  and 
varied  trade  in  tea,  jute,  rice,  cotton,  and  other  com- 
modities, has  since  grown  up  between  Glasgow  and  the 
Orient. 

Before  the  great  Reform  Bill  of  1832,  Glasgow  had 


humbly  to  join  with  Renfrew,  Dumbarton,  and  its  old 
royal  rival  and  neighbour,  Rutherglen,  in  sending  a 
single  member  to  speak  its  many-voiced  mind  in  St. 
Stephen's. 

In  1857  occurred  the  disastrous  failure  of  the 
Western  Bank,  through  which  appalling  calamity  many 
prosperous  firms  and  illustrious  old  families  were 
brought  to  utter  ruin. 

When  the  American  Cival  War  broke  out,  the 
Glasgow  cotton  manufacturers  were  nearly  starved  out, 
but  the  "grey-hounds"  of  the  Clyde,  as  the  swift, 
silent,  lead  -  coloured  blockade  -  runners  were  called, 
probably  did  something  in  a  quiet  way  to  repair  the 
mischief,  so  far  as  the  Scottish  Cottonopolis  was  con- 
cerned 

On  the  2nd  October,  1878,  the  doors  of 'the  City  of 
Glasgow  Bank  remained  closed  after  bank-hours  had 
begun.  The  sum  involved  approached  eight  millions 
sterling,  which  seems  to  have  been  to  a  great  extent 
disloyally  frittered  away  in  bolstering  up  rotten  Indian 
and  Colonial  firms  long  after  they  had  ceased  to  merit 
any  aid.  The  Manager  and  certain  Directors  have 
since  their  "  reception  at  Court"  enjoyed  for  some  time 
the  hospitality  of  Her  Majesty  under  the  strictest 
hygienic  conditions. 

The  shipbuilding,  shipping,  and  manufacturing 
industries  of  the  Clyde  seem  stdl  to  be  advancing  with 
leaps  and  bounds.  New  and  expensive  docks  with 
every  modern  improvement  have  been  built,  and  still 
the  cry  is  for  more.  Glagow  does  now  flourish,  and  that 
she  may  long  continue  to  do  so  must  be  the  wish  of 
every  loyal  Briton  who  has  ever  enjoyed  her  generous 
hospitality  or  sailed  on  any  of  her  noble  ships. 
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(including  suburban  districts) 
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THE     CATHEDRAL. 


According  to  the  strict  idea  of  Pres- 
byterianism,  there  are  no  Cathedrals. 
Hence,  old-fashioned  people  always  speak 
of  the  Cathedral  as  the  High  Kirk,  and 
there,  on  Sunday  morning  at  11,  and  on 
the  afternoon  ati3,  are  held  religious  ser- 
vices, according  to  the  mode  approved 
by  the  modern  party  in  the  Established 
Church    of    Scotland,    and    an    eloquent 


it  is  believed,  on  the  site  which  St.  Mungo 
chose  as  his  religious  home,  when  he  came 
from  the  Orkney  Islands  in  539  among 
the  half  savage  Britons  of  Strath-Clyde, 
and  where  he  long  laboured.  It  grew 
with  the  growth  of  the  religious  com- 
munity, for  which  it  formed  a  centre  of 
government,  and  religious  education  and 
activity.       Indeed,   its    history  has   been 
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sermon  may  be  relied  upon  when  Dr.  Burns  is  on  duty. 
This  fine  old  Minster  is  by  far  the  most  interesting 
of  the  ancient  buildings  of  Glasgow,  and  was  founded, 


for  a  long  time  most  closely  interwoven  with  that  of  the 
University,  and  of  the  great  commercial  concourse 
which  gathered  around  it  on  the  banks  of  the  Clyde. 
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It  is  told  in  the  monkish  legends  that  St.  Kentigern, 
or  St.  Mungo,  was  driven  from  these  regions  by  the 
jealousy  of  King  Morken,  and  so  he  fled  to  seek  the 
hospitality  of  Wales,  founding  there  the  See  of  St. 
Asaph. 

When  Rede- 
reck  succeeded 
Morken,  the  holy 
man  was  invited 
to  return  to  the 
old  scene  of  his 
missionary  lab- 
ours by  the  purl- 
ing stream  of  the 
Molendinar,  on 
whose  banks  he 
built  a  church 
about  a.d.  560. 
On  that  very 
spot,  it  is  most 
probable,  the 
present  Cathe- 
dral has  been 
reared.  He  res- 
ted from  his 
labours  in  the 
year  603,  and  his 
bones,  it  is  still 
reported,  lie 
there  in  the  east 
end  of  the  crypt, 
where  his  tradi- 
tional tomb  is 
still  pointed  out. 
Not  till  the 
beginning  of  the 
twelfth  century 
do  the  beams  of 
authentic  history 
shed  much  light 
on  the  state  of 
the  Minster  and 
its  ministers.     It 

is  clear  that  even  then  a  Cathedral  formally  existed, 
and  had  been  endowed,  for  in  the  year  1115,  David, 
then  Prince  of  Cumbria,  is  found  ordering  enquiries  to 
be  instituted  as  to  the  churches  under  the  sway  of  the 
Bishop  of  Glasgow,  and  as  to  what  lands  belonged  to 
the  bishopric ;  and  a  deed  still  exists  which  leaves  no 
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room  for  further  doubt  on  the  matter.  He  appointed 
his  own  Chaplain,  John  Achaius,  to  the  See.  When  the 
Scottish  King,  Alexander  I.,  died,  his  brother  David 
succeeded  to  the  sceptre,  and  among  other  religious 
acts,  we  find  that  he  not  only  restored  to  the  bishopric 

many  lands  that 
had  been  lost  to 
it,  but  also  en- 
dowed it  with 
the  lands  of  Par- 
tick  not  far  from 
the  new  Univer- 
sity buildings. 
Bishop  Achaius 
erected  and  dedi- 
cated his  church 
in  1 136,  which 
was  thus  en- 
dowed by  the 
resigning  King. 
That  building 
was  soon  de- 
stroyed by  fire, 
but  a  restoration 
was  effected  by 
Bishop  Joscelin 
in  1 197,  and 
traces  of  what  is 
alleged  to  be  his 
work  are  still 
pointed  out  in 
the  present  build- 
ing. Bishops 
Bondington  and 
Lauder  contin- 
ued to  add  to 
the  richness  and 
beauty  of  the 
now  extensive 
structure,  and 
Bishop  Cameron 
may  be  said  to 
have  brought  the 
work  to  practical 
completion  by  finishing  the  spire  and  other  parts,  much 
as  they  now  stand,  in  1446. 

James  IV.,  being  an  honorary  Canon  of  the  Cathe- 
dral, succeeded  in  getting  the  See  raised  to  Archiepiscopal 
rank,  in  the  year  1491  ;  and  one  of  the  Archbishops, 
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during  the  Protestant  period  of  Episcopacy  in  Scotland, 
did  much  to  restore  and  repair  the  noble  structure.  His 
monument  adorns  the  Lady  Chapel. 

The  "High  Kirk"  deserves  its  name  in  one  sense 
at  least,  for  it  occupies  an  elevated  site  to  the  north-east 
of  the  city,  and  is  about  104  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
river  Clyde.  It  may  be  reached  from  the  West-end 
by  Cathedral  Street,  and  from  the  central  parts  of 
Glasgow  by  High  Street,  where  the  patriot  Wallace 
fought  one  of  his  successful  battles  for  the  freedom  of 
Scotland. 

Its  style  of  architecture  is  the  Early  English  Pointed 
Gothic,  and  has 
been  intended  to 
assume  the  form  of 
a  Latin  cross,  but 
the  transepts  have 
never  been  com" 
pleted  in  the  ordi- 
nary sense.  The 
spire  is  a  somewhat 
too  abruptly  taper- 
ing octagonal, 
which  springs  from 
a  splendid  tower  in 
the  centre  of  the 
cross  to  a  height  of 
225  feet. 


The  length  of 
the  interior,  from 
east  to  west,  is  319 
feet  ;  the  width  is 
63  feet  ;  and  the 
height,  which  varies 
in  nave  and  choir, 
is  from  85  to  90  feet. 


THli 


The  buildings  contain  147  pillars  and  159  windows, 
most  of  which  have  been  filled  in  with  stained  glass  on 
a  consistent  chronological  plan,  coming  down  from 
Adam  and  Eve  to  Apostolic  scenes  and  characters. 
These  are  largely  the  work  of  Munich  artists,  and  some 
of  them  are  of  exquisite  grace  and  beauty.  The  cost  of 
the  beautiful  eastern  window  illustrating  the  Evangelists 
was  defrayed  by  Government.  A  competent  authority 
on  architecture  says  "  the  composition  of  the  nave  and 
choir  is  different,  but  very  good.  In  the  choir  the 
capitals  are  flowered,  and  in  the  nave  plain.  Those  in  the 
choir  very  much  resemble  some  capitals  in  the  transepts 


at  York  Minster,  and  are  equally  well  executed.  The 
west  door  is  one  of  the  greatest  richness  and  beauty, 
and  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  Continental 
churches,  being  a  double  door  with  a  square  head  to 
each  aperture,  and  the  space  above  filled  with  niches. 
The  general  design  of  the  doorway  is  French,  but  the 
mouldings  and  details  are  English."  The  choir  is  now 
seated  as  a  church  for  the  Presbyterian  congregation,  and 
for  which  a  splendid  organ  has  been  built.  The  Lady 
Chapel  at  the  east  end  of  the  choir  is  used  as  a  vestry. 
Ancient  excrescences  in  the  shape  of  a  tower  and  Consis- 
tory house  were  removed  during  the  "  restoration," 
effected    under    Government    auspices  by  Mr.  Edward 

Blore.  This  so- 
called  act  of  Van- 
dalism aroused  the 
wrath  of  many 
antiquarians,  who 
have  not  yet  ceased 
to  mutter  on  the 
subject ;  but  un- 
doubtedly the  archi- 
tectural unity  and 
simplicity  of  the 
Minster  have  been 
better  displayed  by 
that  lamented  de- 
struction. 
The  Marquis  of  Bute, 
in  an  eloquent  address  to 
the  members  of  the  Archaeo- 
logical Association  meeting 
at  Glasgow,  said — "  Built 
upon  a  spot  consecrated  by 
Ninian,  probably  before  the 
Roman  troops  were  finally 
withdrawn  from  Britain, 
when  Patrick  McCalphurn 
was  a  child  playing  upon  the  banks  of  the  Clyde,  in 
sight  of  Dumbarton,  selected  by  Kentigern  as  the  spot 
for  that  centre  of  worship  which  has  proved  the  germ 
of  the  Glasgow  of  to-day ;  consecrated  by  Joscelin,  in 
the  presence  of  St.  David,  on  July  7,  1136,  it  stands 
to-day  as  perfect  in  its  architectural  grace  as  it  stood 
some  500  or  600  years  ago. 

"  Bishop  Wishart,  or  Zachary  Boyd,  Leighton,  or 
Dr.  Burns  officiate  within  it,  and  Edward  I.,  Robert 
Bruce,  or  Cromwell  worship,  and  Kentigern  sleeps 
quietly  through  it  all  in  his  narrow  bed  beneath  the 
Crypt." 
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On  the  whole,  although  St.  Mungo's  is  one  of  the 
smallest  of  British  cathedrals,  it  has  several  claims  on 
the  attention  of  the  tourist.  Its  site  is  very  peculiar, 
and  hence  there  has  been  developed,  probably,  the  most 
beautiful  Crypt  in  the  British  islands.  Mr.  Honeyman, 
who  has  made  a  loving  and  careful  study  of  its  details, 
speaks  enthusiastically  on  this  theme,  and  his  verdict 
will  be  accepted  by  most  of  those  competent  to  judge. 
He  says  : — "  I  have  seen  crypts  which  were  as  inter- 
esting to  me  because  more  puzzling,  but  none  so 
beautiful.  In  this  respect  there  is  nothing  at  all  to 
compare  with  it.  It  was  the  last  important  crypt  built 
in  Britain,  and  the  designer  had  at  his  disposal  the 
whole  resources  of  the  Pointed  style.  He  had  also  a 
most  suitable  site  for  the  purpose  ;  and  it  must  be 
admitted  that  he  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities." 
The  same  authority  points  out  the  skill  and  taste  with 
which  a  pleasing  variety  of  effect  is  attained  by  the 
arrangement  of  the  piers  underneath  the  choir,  and  he 
mentions  with  approval  that  "  the  usual  formality  of 
parallel  rows  of  piers  and  arches  of  the  same  height  is 
entirely  absent."  The  windows  in  the  Crypt,  by  Bertini 
of  Milan,  are  greatly  admired.  They  have  deep  azure 
backgrounds  studded  with  silvery  stars,  and  much 
expression  has  been  thrown  into  the  faces  of  men  and 
angels,  while  a  noble  and  pure  tone  of  colour  has  been 
maintained.  The  face  of  John  the  Baptist  may  be 
recognised    as   a    copy    from    the   striking    features    of 


Edward  Irving,  the  great  preacher,  whose  memory  that 
particular  window  is  fitly  meant  to  enshrine. 

All  who  have  read  Rob  Roy  will  recall  the  striking 
scene  which  the  great  Wizard  places  in  the  Crypt  of 
Glasgow  Cathedral.  Mr.  Honeyman  estimates  the 
dates  of  the  successive  additions  to  the  building  as 
follows  : — -The  oldest  remaining  fragment  about  a.d. 
i  170 — 90,  one  part  of  Nave  about  1200 — 20,  Crypt  and 
Choir  not  before  1240 — 80,  upper  part  of  Nave,  1270 — 
1300,  Chapter  House  and  Tower  about  1425,  South 
Crypt  1500,  and  Spire  some  time  later  than  the  last  of 
these  periods.  In  all,  this  fine  old  edifice  has  occupied  in 
building  a  period  of  about  three  centuries. 

A  visit  to  the  adjoining  "  City  of  the  Dead"  will  re- 
pay the  trouble.  It  is  too  crowded  to  give  fair  play  to 
its  treasures.  Here  are  buried  the  dramatist  Sheridan 
Knowles  (1862),  Michael  Scott,  the  author  of  that 
imperishable  chronicle,  Tom  Cringle's  Log  (1835),  Edward 
Irving,  who  was  colleague  to  the  great  Thomas 
Chalmers  in  Glasgow  (1834),  Dr.  Dick,  Black, 
McGavin,  and  many  other  celebrities.  A  statue  of 
John  Knox,  mounted  on  a  lofty  pedestal,  towers  above 
all  the  other  monuments,  many  of  which  are  really 
beautiful  productions  of  the  sculptor's  chisel.  A  good 
view  is  obtained  from  the  Necropolis  of  the  Cathedral 
and  eastern  suburbs  of  the  city. 


ON     THE     CLYDE. 
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Every  Glasgow  man  oi  any  intelligence  is  proud 
of  his  noble  University,  so  grandly  situated  on  a  hill 
in  the  YV'est- 
end,  and  sur- 
rounded with 
open  ground, 
which  dis- 
plays its  ar- 
ch it ectural 
beauties  to  the 
fullest  advan- 
tage. Here 
Sir  William 
Thomson  and 
the  two  Cairds 
(John  and 
Edward), 
Gairdner,  Sir 
George  Mac- 
1  e  o  d,  and 
many  other 
world  -  famed 
professors,  as 
from  a  light- 
house, shed 
forth  the  lustre 
of  i  n  t  e  1 1  i- 
gence,  and  in 
the  same 
chairs  sat  in 
former  days 
such  men  as 
Simpson, 
famed  in  Ma- 
thematics; 
Hutcheson,  in 
Morals;  Reid, 
in  Philoso- 
phy ;  Young, 
Sandford,  and 
Lushing  ton, 
in  Greek;  Cul- 
len,  in  Medi- 
cine; and  last, 
though  not 
least  fitly  for 
such  a  city, 
the  great 
Adam    Smith. 


THE     UNIVERSITY. 


It  is,    perhaps,    as   a    great  medical   school    that 
Glasgow  is  henceforth  to  win  her  laurels,  and  even  now 

the  race  with 
Edinburgh  is 
very  keen. 
But  in  en- 
gineering, and 
all  that  per- 
tains to  elec- 
tricity, the 
pupils  of  Sir 
Wm.  Thom- 
son find  his 
name  on  their 
class  tickets  a 
ready  pass- 
port to  em- 
ployment. 

Humble 
was  the  begin- 
ning of  this 
great  school 
of  learning, 
which  had  its 
seat  in  the 
now  very  un- 
fashionable 
Rotten  Row. 
The  Bishop 
to  whom  Glas- 
gow owes  its 
University 
was  Turnbull, 
who  in  a.d. 
1450  managed 
to  secure  from 
Pope  Nicho- 
las V.  a  Bull 
which  ratified 
to  the  College 


itsstatus,  con- 
ferring upon  it 
further  the 
privilege  of 
granting  deg- 
rees and  se- 
curing certain 
civic      and 
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other  rights  and  immunities  similar  to  those  of  the 
old  mediaeval  Univers  ty  of  Bologna.  The  under- 
graduates, to  this  day,  are  distinguished  by  wearing  a 
scarlet  gown,  which  serves  to  mark  the  origin  and 
antiquity  of  their  alma  mater.  The  first  Lord  Hamilton, 
in   1460,  granted  liberal  aid  tow  .  building,  in  High 

Street,    on    the   site  ^occupied ^  1870.      The   learned 

James  VI.  (I.  of 
England),  in 
1557,  established 
new  rules  of  gov- 
ernment for  the 
Glasgow  Col- 
lege, and  be- 
stowed upon  it 
fresh  funds  by  a 
new  charter. 

In  the  middle 
of  the  Seven- 
teenth Century 
the  buildings  in 
High  Street 
were  erected, 
which  now  form 
part  of  the  Col- 
lege Station.  No 
essential  change 
of  importance 
occurred  till  very 
recently.  In 
1858  the  Scottish 
Universities  Act 
came  into  opera- 
tion, affecting  all 
the  Universities 
of  the  northern 
country  similar- 
ly, and  extending 
their  usefulness 
in  many  ways. 


In  1864  a 
great  event  hap- 
pened in  the  annals  of  the  University. 

The  development  of  the  Union  Railway,  in  1864, 
led  to  the  offer  of  ^"100,000  for  the  old  College  buildings 
and  grounds,  including  thirteen  acres  bestowed  by 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots.      The  authorities  soon   closed 
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with  the  offer,  and  a  noble  site  was  chosen,  covering 
some  four  acres,  opposite  the  West-end  Park,  from 
which  it  is  separated  by  the  River  Kelvin.  Designs  by 
Sir  G.  Gilbert  Scott,  in  the  Collegiate  Gothic  style  of 
the  Fourteenth  Century,  were  accepted.  The  Prince 
and  Princess  of  Wales  laid  the  Foundation  Stone,  and 
in  1870  the  new  buildings  were  opened. 


The  buddings 
form  an  oblong 
rectangle,  with 
two  inner  quads 
of  1 80  feet  square. 
The  total  length 
is  600  feet,  and 
there  is  a  breadth 
of  300  feet.  The 
tower,  completed 
by  means  of  a 
bequest  0^5,000 
from  Mr.  Andrew 
Cunningham,  is 
300  feet  high, 
and  has  frequent- 
ly been  utilised 
for  electric  ex- 
periments. The 
Marquis  of  Bute 
gave  a  handsome 
d  o  n  a  t  i  0  n  o  f 
^40,000  to  com- 
lete  the  great 
Central  Hall,  in 
which  services 
are  conducted 
every  Sunday. 
It  is  also  used 
for  graduation 
ceremonies,  rec- 
torial addresses, 
and  the  like.  A 
Parliamentary 
Grantof  120,000/ 
was  received, 
and  Mr.  Charles 
About  ^250,000 


Randolph  added  a  sum  of  ^"60,000 
were  obtained  from  other  sources.  In  all,  nearly  half  a 
million  sterling  was  expended  on  this  magnificent  pile, 
which  is  as  nearly  complete  as  any  educational  insti- 
tution in  these  Isles. 
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The  scholarships  and  prizes  which  are  competed 
for  are  worth  annually  about  ^"8,000,  and  liberal  donors 
are  constantly  adding  to  their  number,  so  that  students 
of  ability  are  now  attracted  in  great  numbers  from  all 
parts  of  these  Islands,  and  even  from  the  Colonies. 


There  are  twenty-eight  professors,  with  lecturers  in 
addition,  and  some  of  those  appointments  are  worthy 
the  struggles  of  ambitious  and  able  men  to  reach  them. 
There  are  at  present  some  2,200  students  enrolled,  and 
the  fees  amount  to  a  large  sum. 


GATEWAY     OF     OLD     COLLEGE,     RE-BUILT. 
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GEORGE   SQUARE   AND   NEIGHBOURHOOD. 


The  intelligent  stranger  who  wishes  to  see  the  best 
of  Glasgow  will  not  fail  to  visit  George  Square,  which 
is  the  hub  of  the  Western  Metropolis,  and  is  really 
central. 


and  a  smooth  pavement)  rises  a  tall  Doric  column  to  a 
height  of  80  feet.  It  is  fluted,  rests  on  a  base,  perhaps 
rather  lacking  in  dignity,  and  is  surmounted  by  a  colossal 
image  of  Scotland's  great  Romancist,  by^Ritchie.     This 


THE     MUNICIPAL     BUILDINGS. 

In  the  centre  of  the  great  space  (now  laid  out  in         was  the  first  monument  erected  (in  1837)  to  the  memory 
neat  floral  parterres  well  supplied  with  comfortable  seats        of  Scott.     Of  the  equestrian  statues  to  Her  Majesty  and 
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Prince    Albert,    no  more  need  be    said  than  that  they 
were  designed  by  Marochetti — for  a  bridecake,  perhaps. 

George  Square  took  its  origin  in  1782,  when 
George  III.  was  king;  and,  in  the  early  half  of  this 
century,  Sir  Walter  used  to  peer  at  the  growing  city 
over  the  tops  of  lofty  trees  dense  with  foliage.  As  the 
trees  were  beginning  to  decay,  in  1865  the  surrounding 
railings  were  abolished,  and  the  Square  began  to  assume 
its  present  form. 

The  statue,  by  Chantrey,  of  the  great  inventor, 
James  Watt,  is  a  real  work  of  art  worth  a  few  minutes' 
thoughtful  attention.  Flaxman,  too,  has  contributed  a 
very  fine  specimen  of  his  graceful  and  dignified  style  in 
the  statue  of  Sir  John  Moore — a  native  of  St.  Mungo's 
City.  To  pair  with  that,  another  gallant  son  of 
Glasgow — Lord  Clyde — has  been  perpetuated  in  an 
effective  manner  by  Foley.  The  statue  of  David 
Livingstone,  by  a  Glasgow  sculptor,  Mossman,  who 
deserves  wider  recognition  for  his  realistic  and  uncon- 
ventional style,  is  a  marvellously  good  likeness  of  the 
man.  Brodie  has  chiselled  the  lineaments  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Graham,  late  Master  of  the  Mint  ;  and 
Mossman  has  given  us  memorials  of  Thomas  Campbell, 
the  poet,  and  Sir  Robert  Peel.  A  pleasing  statue  of 
Robert  Burns,  the  outcome  of  a  popular  shilling 
subscription,  has  recently  come  from  the  studio  of 
George  E.  Ewing.  This  really  noble  Square  is  nobly 
enclosed  with  public  buildings,  some  of  which  we  shall 
now  briefly  describe. 

On  the  west  side  is,  first,  the  beautifully  ornate 
Italian  Bank  of  Scotland,  largely  built,  say  local 
wiseacres,  by  the  accumulation  of  unclaimed  deposits. 
Adjoining  that,  and  on  the  same  side,  of  somewhat 
similar  character,  but  more  elaborate,  and  adorned  with 
a  tower,  is  the  Merchants'  House,  built  in  1873 — 7.  In 
South  Hanover  Street  may  be  seen  a  fine  range  of 
sjDlidly  built  warehouses,  also  in  Italian  style,  built  for 
a  firm  of  muslin  manufacturers,  the  MacDonalds,  who 
collapsed  in  the  fatal  crisis  of  1857.  On  the  north  side 
are  two  hotels,  and  till  lately,  the  original  terminus  of 
the  old  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  railway,  opened  in  1842. 

The  headquarters  of  the  North  British  Railway 
Company  are  in  Edinburgh,  but,  although  sadly 
hampered  for  want  of  space  to  make  needful  extensions, 
the  dingy  old  dust-bin  of  a  station,  in  Queen  Street,  has 
gradually  bc-en  replaced  by  fairly  roomy  and  almost 
handsome  premises  in  Dundas  Street,  adjoining  the 
former  terminus.   It  is  wonderful  how  much  has  now  been 


done  to  secure  spacious  platform  accommodation,  within 
a  narrow  area,  for  the  suburban  and  tourist  traffic,  which, 
in  summer,  is  very  extensive.  Large  portions  of  the 
neighbourhood  have  even  been  burrowed  under  for 
siding  and  goods  accommodation,  but  the  effect  of  the 
main  roof  is  light  and  pleasing.  Beneath  the  main  line 
there  is  an  underground  station,  giving  varied  communi- 
cation with  the  different  suburbs  of  Glasgow,  which  lie 
to  the  east  and  west.  The  ascent  of  trains  up  a  steep 
gradient  to  Cowlairs,  partly  through  a  tunnel,  is  aided 
by  a  wire  rope  drawn  by  a  stationary  engine.  Part  of 
the  present  office  buildings  was  a  Congregational  Chapel 
in  which  the  famous  Dr.  Wardlaw  long  ministered. 


MUNICIPAL     BUILDINGS. 

The  buildings  that  would  probably  give  greatest 
surprise  to  the  shade  of  Bailie  Nicol  Jarvie  would  be  the 
magnificent  pile  of  Municipal  Buildings,  designed  by 
William  Young,  of  London,  a  Paisley  man,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Square.  In  the  doughty  Bailie's  time  the 
Tolbooth,  at  the  present  Cross,  served  all  official 
purposes.  Thence  the  city  officials  moved  to  the  "Jail," 
as  the  substantial  edifice  is  called,  at  the  entrance  to 
the  Green,  and  in  1842  new  and  stately  buildings  were 
erected  in  Wilson  Street,  which  are  now  used 
for  the  Sheriff's  Court  and  other  legal  purposes.  In 
1875  Municipal  Offices  were  added  behind  the  build- 
ings in  Wilson  Street,  facing  into  Ingram  Street, 
but  the  accommodation  soon  proved  quite  inadequate, 
and  necessitating  the  new  buildings  in  George  Square, 
which  are  a  credit  even  to  the  second  city  in  the  Empire. 

The  site  itself  has  cost  somewhere  about  ^170,000, 
and  the  buildings  in  all  have  probably  cost  above  half- 
a-million  pounds  sterling,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
official  life  of  Glasgow  will  now  be  adequately  housed 
for  many  long  years  to  come.  The  style  is  Venetian 
Renaissance  with  careful  adaptation  to  modern  business 
wants,  and  such  provision  for  municipal  hospitality  and 
civic  display  as  has  not  usually  been  lacking  in  this 
great  city  when  called  for  by  public  events. 

The  Great  Council  Chamber  stands  over  the  chief 
entrance  looking  into  the  Square,  and  there  is  a  noble 
Banqueting  Hall  where  many  a  fair  dish  of  turtle  soup 
has  disappeared.  There  are,  in  addition,  capacious 
reception  rooms  for  honoured  guests  ;  multifarious  and 
convenient  departmental  offices,  and  suitable  stowage 
for    the    records   and   muniments   of    the   city    and    its 
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corporation.  At  the  end  of  each  wing  are  rich  lanterned 
domes,  while  from  the  central  mass  springs  a  lofty  tower 
to  a  height,  from  the  ground,  of  200  feet  in  all.  Two 
lesser  dome-capped  towers  arise  from  either  side.  The 
almost  crowded  statuary  in  George  Square,  perhaps, 
suggested  the  rich  ornamental  use  of  groups  of  statuary 
along  the  front  of  this  magnificent  and  stately  pile. 
These  figures  were  designed  by  Mr.  Moyr  Smith,  and 
added  not  a  little  in  detail  to  the  beauty   of  the  edifice. 

The  city  is  divided  into  sixteen  wards,  which  send 
up  48  Town  Councillors  by  popular  election.  With 
these  sit  a  repre- 
sentative from 
the  Merchants' 
House — an  influ- 
ential body  in 
Glasgow  —  and 
one  from  the 
Trades'  House. 
The  Lord  Pro- 
vost, who  is  ap- 
pointed for  three 
years,  is  elected 
by  the  Town 
Council;  and  with 
his  Lordship 
eight  Bailies  (or 
Aldermen)  sit  in 
the  various  local 
courts,  by  mutual 
arrangement,  to 
hear  and  decide 
cases.  They  are 
assisted  in  this 
important     work 

by  legal  Assessors,  and  in  the  Central  Court,  correspond- 
ing to  Bow  Street  or  the  Old  Bailey  in  London,  a 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  in  recent  years  has  taken  the 
heavier  criminal  cases.  There  is  in  Scotland  no 
coroner,  but  the  public  Procurator  —  or  Prosecutor 
Fiscal  and  his  substitutes  —  are  empowered  and 
required  to  make  a  preliminary  private  investigation  in 
dubious  cases. 

The  Dean  of  Guild  has  a  Court  the  members  of 
which  are  returned  jointly  by  the  Trades'  and  Merchants' 
Houses  for  the  regulation  of  building  matters.  The 
Corporation  of  Glasgow  has  for  many  long  years  shown 
great  zeal  and  enlightenment  in  the  improvement  of  the 
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town,  in  matters  such  as  water-supply,  gas,  etc.,  resulting 
in  a  great  reduction  of  mortality  and  many  other  equally 
tangible  benefits.  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  the  romance  of 
Rob  Roy  makes  Andrew  Fairservice  refer  to  a  "  Dean  of 
Guild"  at  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  but  the  first 
official  holding  that  title  dates  only  from  1605. 


THE    POST    OFFICE,    Etc. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  Square  are  the  extensive 
buildings   of  the    Post    Office,    presided  over   by    Mr. 

Richard  Hobson, 
Postmaster  and 
Surveyor.  These 
capacious  offices 
are  in  the  Italian 
style  —  which 
prevails  in  many 
parts  of  modern 
Glasgow  —  plain 
but  massive,  and 
not  devoid  of  a 
certain  dignified 
severity  quite 
becoming  in  so 
matter  -  of  -  fact 
and  uncompro- 
mising an  insti- 
tution as  Her 
Majesty's  Post 
Office.  They 
cover  fully  half- 
an-acre  of  some 
of  the  most  valu- 
able land  within 
the  municipal  boundary,  and  show  a  frontage  to  the 
square  extending  to  190  feet.  The  full  height  of  the 
frontage  is  75  feet,  in  four  stories,  with  handsome  ornate 
cornice,  a  panelled  balustrade,  with  rows  of  the  orthodox 
stone  vases.  There  is  a  good  frontage  on  either  side 
street  also  of  120  feet.  The  Prince  of  Wales  graciously 
laid  the  foundation  stone  in  1876,  but  not  till  1881  could 
it  be  said  that  the  structure  was  complete.  Electricity 
is  used  in  many  departments,  and  modern  pneumatic 
arrangements  have  also  been  brought  into  requisition. 
The  cost  has  probably  exceeded  ^60,000,  but  Glasgow 
citizens  have  not  been  heard  to  grumble  about  the  outlay 
of  Government  funds  hav'ng  been  excessive  in  any 
way. 
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Nothing  better  illustrates  the  steady  and  rapid 
growth  of  Glasgow  than  the  radical  changes  which  have 
been  forced  upon  the  always  unwilling  postal  authorities 
by  the  stern  logic  of  facts.  In  1736  the  postal  business 
of  the  City  was  carried  on  successively  in  various  meagre 
little  offices  in  the  now  by  no  means  fashionable  Princes 
Street  (then  called  Gibson's  Wynd),  St.  Andrew's  Street, 
Trongate,  Albion,  Nelson,  and  Wilson  Streets ;  then,  till 
1856,  the  Post  Office  was  housed  in  a  more  spacious  but 
woefully  dingy  building  in  Glassford  Street,  which  has 


which  quickly  ran  through  ten  additions, — a  phenomenal 
event  in  those  days  for  such  a  work.  The  Doctor  gave 
his  little  all  to  found,  and  so  far  endow,  this  college, 
which  is  now  becoming  influential.  Here  Dr.  Thomas 
Garnet  lectured  on  natural  philosophy  and  on  chemistry 
till  he  found  a  wider  sphere  in  London  ;  and  here  also 
Dr.  Birkbeck,  forerunner  of  the  great  technical  education 
movement  of  our  day,  succeeded  him  in  a  similar  under- 
taking. He  lectured  specially  to  artizans,  and  gave  a 
great  impetus  to  special   study  in  leisure  hours   by  his 
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since   disappeared   from   the   scene   without   regret. 

ANDERSON'S    COLLEGE. 

Pretty  close  to  the  Square,  on  looking  eastward, 
may  be  seen,  in  George  Street,  an  institution  which, 
though  rather  unpretending  in  appearance,  should  not 
be  overlooked.  It  is  Anderson's  College.  Its  founder, 
Dr.  John  Anderson,  was  once  Professor  of  Natural 
Philosophy  in  Glasgow  University,  and  was  the  author 
of  a  most  popular  treatise,  the  Institutes  of  Physics  (1786), 


vivid  evening  instructions  and  experiments.  There  is  a 
museum  in  the  College  buildings  in  which,  for  6d.,  the 
inquiring  visitor  may  have  some  "  fine  miscellaneous 
feeding  "  as  in  that  favourite  national  dish,  the  sheep's 
head  ;  and  there  is  also  a  library,  chiefly  scientific,  now 
lighted  by  electricity,  and  slowly  growing  under  the 
liberality  of  successive  donors.  The  evening  lectures 
in  winter  on  chemistry,  physics,  etc.,  and  in  summer  on 
botany,  geology,  and  the  like  subjects,  have  long  been  a 
feature  in  the  educational  life  of  Glasgow.  Here  the 
great  traveller,  Livingstone,  got  his  medical  education 
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There  is  a  public  dispensary  for  mutual  help  of  sick  and 
training  of  students,  who  are  also  affiliated  to  the 
Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary,  one  of  the  largest  hospitals  in 
the  country.  There  is  an  endowment  for  lectures  on 
music  (Euing)  and  others  on  chemistry  and  physics 
(Freeland).  Ambitious  young  teachers  of  promise  have 
often  found  these  modest  appointments  ready  stepping- 
stones  to  good  university  chairs.  Mr.  Young,  who  made 
a  fortune  from  the  slenderest  beginnings  by  means  of 
mineral  oil  and  its  products,  aided  the  College  liberally 
with  special  donations,  which  have  added  much  to  its 
attractions  as  a  school  of  technical  learning  ;  but  it 
needs  a  few  more. 

Just  behind 
this  institution  of 
learning  is  St. 
Paul's  (Establi- 
shed) Church, 
built  for  a  con- 
gregation which 
used  to  worship 
n  the  nave  of 
the  cathedral  as 
the  "Outer 
High."  It  is 
rather  a  sombre- 
looking  building, 
with  pillared 
front  of  great 
severity,  and  is 
surmounted  by  a 
belfry  tower  and 
clock.  On  the 
opposite  side  of 
the  street,  lost 
among  a  crowd 
of  common-place 

dwelling  houses,  is  Free  St.  John's  Church,  with  a 
most  graceful  and  richly  ornate  Gothic  spire.  It  is  a 
pity  the  situation  is  so  unsatisfactory  for  architectural 
display. 

INGRAM     STREET,     ETC. 

Striking  outwards  from  George  Square  in  any 
direction,  it  is  seen  at  once  that  Glasgow  is  for  the  most 
part  built,  like  an  American  town,  in  rectangular  blocks. 
Returning  to  the  square  by  Ingram  Street,  which  is  a 
fine   street,   formed  in   1777,  and  now  one  of  the  most 


THE     STOCK     EXCHANGE. 


important  centres  of  commerce,  we  discern  on  the  N. 
a  square  pinnacled  tower,  massive  but  not  inelegant,  in 
Gothic  style.  It  belongs  to  the  so-called  "  Ramshorn," 
or  St.  David's  Church,  which  is  cruciform,  and  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  cemetery  now  laid  out  for  public  enjoy- 
ment. The  popular  name  had  a  legend  of  St.  Mungo 
attached  to  it  in  olden  times.  A  robber  who  had  broken 
into  the  fold  of  the  holy  man,  and  stolen  a  ram  which  he 
had  killed,  had  his  hand  caught  in  the  horns  thereof,  and 
must  needs  seek  the  saint's  help,  who,  by  a  miracle,  rid 
him  of  it,  and  in  proof  of  the  fact,  there  the  sacred 
edifice,  of  the  Ram's  Horn,  or,  at  least,  its  successor 
stands  to  this  day. 

Off  Ingram 
Street,  by  a 
meagre  entrance 
we  reach  the 
City  Hall  — a 
large  place,  with 
powerful  organ, 
but  quite  un- 
worthy of  its 
name.  Under- 
neath is  a  cab- 
bage and  general 
bazaar,  and  ad- 
joining it  Can- 
dleriggs,  the 
great  provision 
mart.  Close  by 
the  Ramshorn  is 
the  poorly- 
housed  Mitchell 
Library.  It  con- 
tains an  already 
very  valuable 
collection  of 
well-selected  works  (not  donated  rubbish),  the  product 
of  a  bequest  by  the  late  Stephen  Mitchell,  who  left 
about  ^70,000  for  the  purpose.  Anyone  is  welcome  to 
consult  its  treasures,  and  there  is  a  good  and  liberal 
selection  of  high-class  periodical  literature.  This  use- 
ful institution  seems  to  be  highly  appreciated  by  the 
more  thoughtful  citizens  of  Glasgow,  and  is  always 
well  filled.  It  was  opened  in  1877,  and  already  requires 
better  accommodation. 

This  handsome,  but   not  very  long,  street,  besides 
many   well-planned  warehouses,  of  which  Campbell's  is 
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the  most  striking,  contains  the  Union,  and  the  British 
Linen  Company's  Banks  ;  the  former,  topped  with  a 
serried  rank  of  noble  figures  ;  the  Athenaeum  (the  once 
gay  assembly  room  of  old  Glasgow)  which  now  contains 
a  well-supplied  reading  room  and  reference  library  ;  the 
former  municipal  offices  already  referred  to ;  Hutcheson's 
Hospital,  with  quaint  statues  of  the  two  brother  founders. 

ROYAL     EXCHANGE. 

Ingram  Street  ends  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  which 
was   long   the  boast  of  Glasgow,   and    still  stands  out 


The  News  Room,  to  which  strangers  are  admitted 
on  being  introduced  by  ajriember,  is  100  feet  long,  lofty, 
well-lighted,  well-ventilated  and  with  every  modern 
convenience. 

The  colonnade,  which  has  been  described  as  "  one 
of  the  boldest  and  most  imposing  structures  of  the  kind 
in  the  Kingdom,"  has  two  rows  of  lofty  fluted  Corinthian 
columns  with  ornately  foliated  capitals.  In  front, 
watches  the  Iron  Duke  on  horseback  (by  Marochetti), 
standing  on  a  base,  with  bronze  reliefs  illustrating 
scenes  of  peace  and  war. 


INSTITUTION     FOR     THE     DEAF     AND     DUMB. 


conspicuously  as  a  really  handsome  fabric.  It  was 
designed  by  David  Hamilton,  who,  it  may  not  be 
remembered,  won  the  second  premium  for  his'design  for 
the  new  Houses  of  Parliament. 

The  style  is  Florid  Corinthian,  and  an  admirably 
proportioned  lantern  clock-tower  gives  character  to  the 
structure,  besides  being  well  seen  from  many  points. 
The  buildings  enclosing  the  area  are  in  perfect  harmony, 
as  is  the  chaste  Grecian  Royal  Bank  behind  it.  Elegant 
Doric  Arches,  symmetrically  placed,  give  passage  to 
Buchanan  Street. 


Going  westward  by  George  Street,  we  meet  St. 
George's  Church,  designed  by  Stark  towards  the  end  of 
last  century.  It  is  of  somewhat  unique  type,  full  of 
classical  detail,  subordinated  to  the  conventional  shape 
of  a  Christian  church  with  lofty  spire.  Behind  it  is  the 
Library  of  the  Faculty,  of  Procurators,  Italian  Renais- 
sance ;  and  at  right  angles  we  enter 

BUCHANAN     STREET, 

the  Regent  Street  of  the  Western  Metropolis.  Its 
history  begins  in  1778,  and  was  named  after  the  land- 
lord.     The    advertisements   of  the    day    describe    the 
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situation  as  "  rural  and  agreeable."  Agreeable  it  still 
may  be,  but  rural  it  certainly  is  no  longer.  The  shops 
are  the  gayest,  and  the  locality  is  the  most  attractive 
to^the  pedestrian  of  any  in  the  town.  At  the  upper  end 
of  the  street,  approached  by  rather  a  steep  incline,  is 
the  old  terminus  of  the  Caledonian  Railway,  used 
chiefly  for  north  and  local  trains.  The  Western  Club, 
by  the  same  architect  (Hamilton),  who  designed  the 
Royal  Exchange,  is  a  chaste  and  handsome  building, 
admirable  for  its  purpose.  In  St.  Vincent  Place  are 
the  handsome  offices  of  the  Clydesdale  Bank  (by 
Burnet).  The  Stock  Exchange,  in  Buchanan  Street 
again,  is  a  fine  specimen  of  Venetian  and  Gothic 
blended  with  an  eye  to  the  purposes  of  daily  life. 


to  grumble  about  the  addition   to  his  revenue  such  a 
possession  would  imply. 

ARGYLE  STREET, 
which  till  1777  was  known  as  West  Street,  has  been  of 
late  almost  entirely  rebuilt  in  varied,  but  generally 
pleasing  and  dignified,  style.  This  street,  which  is  very 
long,  and  continued  under  different  names  right  through 
the  city  from  east  to  west,  a  distance  of  fully  four  miles, 
is  very  crowded  at  all  times,  and  reminds  one  of  central 
parts  of  London  for  bustle  and  activity,  although  private 
carriages  are  not  so  numerous.  A  branch  from  the 
Caledonian  Railway  is  about  to  be  carried  out,  burrow- 
ing underneath  Argyle  Street  and  Trougate,  so  connecting 
the   extreme   eastern   and   western   parts    of  Glasgow, 


BLYTHSWOOD     HOUSE. 


Many  strangers  stop  to  have  a  peep  at  the 
wonderful  Machine  Room  of  the  Glasgow  Herald  and 
Evening  Times.  The  building  itself  is  most  sumptuous, 
and  is  a  striking  feature  in  this  fine  street.  At  the 
southern  end  of  it  the  shops  rival  those  of  Paris  and 
London,  both  in  fittings  and  in  display  of  stock. 

On  the  left,  we  reach  the  Argyle  Arcade,  which  in 
old  times  was  a  most  fashionable  resort,  but  is  now 
pretty  much  a  toy  bazaar.  Passing  through  this,  we 
reach  Argyle  Street.  It  does  not  belong  to  the  Duke  of 
Argyle,  as  a  Cockney  tourist  is  reported  to  have 
believed,  but  if  it  did,  the  Duke  would  have  no  reason 


namely,  Dalmarnock  and  Maryhill,  at  an  estimated  cost 

of  £"1,250,000. 

ST.    ENOCH    SQUARE. 

St.  Enoch  Square  is  reached  by  crossing  Argyle 
Street,  and  is  well  known  to  Londoners  as  the  terminus 
of  the  Midland  Railway  (really  Glasgow  and  South- 
western, from  Carlisle).  Not  long  ago,  with  its  quiet 
parish  Church,  which  still  remains,  a  few  trees  and 
shrubs  in  the  central  Square  growing  over  a  very  ancient 
burying-place,  and  with  its  circle  of  sedate  villas,  it 
seemed  a  solemn,  dreamy  place,  fit  to  commemorate  the 
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virtues  of  good  St.  Taneu,  who,  as  Ave  have  seen,  was 
-the  mother  of  the  holy  St.  Mungo.  Operations  have 
just  been  begun  on  the  proposed  Glasgow  subways, 
which  are  to  be  worked  by  wire-cable  haulage.  Be- 
ginning at  St.  Enoch  Square,  the  new  line  will  cross 
under  the  Clyde  at  Dixon  Street ;  then  by  Bridge  Street 
and  Scotland  Street  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  it 
reaches  Govan,  where  the  river  is  re-crossed.  The  sub- 
way line  then  turns  round  by  Partick  and  Byar's  Road 
to  reach  the  Great  Western  Road,  which  it  keeps 
running  underneath  till  Cowcaddens  is  reached.  Finally, 
it  returns  by  Buchanan  Street  to  St.  Enoch  Square. 

In  Dunlop  Street 
is     the     old     Theatre 
Royal    (1785;    rebuilt 
1840),     and     one    en- 
trance to  the  Glasgow 
and     South  -  Western 
Terminus.     These  en- 
ormous  railway  arch- 
ways, necessitated  by 
the    proposed    Union 
Railway,  were  the  oc- 
casion of  a  great  muni- 
cipal scheme  for  which 
Glasgow     has      since 
been    famous    in    the 
annals   of  social  pro- 
gress.    The  growth  of 
the  town  has  been  so 
unparalleled     in     this 
country  that  quarters 
•once  respectable    and 
even  fashionable  had, 
by     overcrowding, 
reached    so    unwhole- 
some a  condition,  that 
something  had  obviously  to  be  done   to  clear  out  these 
wretched  rookeries.     The  population— not  always  of  a 
very  honest  class — sometimes  reached  even  1.000  per 
acre,  and  the  police  regulation  of  these  dens  of  disease 
and  crime  became  an  appalling  problem,  for  the  wynds 
and  closes  opened  into   each  other  in  ways  known  only 
to  the  initiated.     Lord  Provost  Blackie  proposed  a  great 
scheme  of  improvement,  and  plans  blending  with  the 
railway  extensions  were  ultimately  adopted  (1866),  at  a 
first  cost  of  between  ^"300,000  and  ^"400, 000.     In  all, 
nearly  ^200,000  are  supposed   to  have  been  expended 
on  recent  city  improvements.     Great  care  was  taken  to 
avoid  causing  inconvenience  by  sudden  evictions.     One 
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immediate  consequence  was  a  remarkable  diminution  in 
the  mortality  bills.  Greater  order  in  the  remaining 
slums,  and  a  consequent  rise  in  the  value  of  certain 
properties,  were  consequences  that  slowly  followed. 
Much  remains  to  be  done,  but  the  authorities  have 
gained  by  previous  experience,  and  do  not  seem  disposed 
to  rest  on  their  laurels  yet,  but  are  even  now  sighing  for 
other  "  rookeries  to  conquer." 

Perhaps  these  improvements  could  be  best  under- 
stood by  tracking  the  destructive  career  of  the  new 
railway  in  its  triangular  course  through  the  old  slums 

near  Stockwell  Street, 
which  was  long  the 
south  -  west  boundary 
of  the  city.  This  street 
ends  in  a  bridge  lead- 
ing across  the  Clyde 
to  the  district  of  Gor- 
bals,  and  more  modern 
southern  suburbs.  The 
archways  have  been 
almost  greedily  taken 
up  for  storage  of  all 
kinds,  and  are  a  source 
of  some  revenue  to  the 
railway. 

Following    the 
arches,    we    find    the 
railway  divides — what 
is  here  the  main  line  to 
Carlisle,  Ayr,    Green- 
ock,      etc.,      bending 
southward     to      cross 
the      river,     while     a 
branch    forms    a    con- 
nection with  the  North 
British   System  in  the  east  end  of  Glasgow.      It   was 
intended  by  means  of  this  "  Union  Railway  "  to  have  a 
common  working  of  the  various  systems  at  Glasgow,  but 
the  schemes  of  mice  and  men  have  their  proverbial  ten- 
dency  to   fall   through,  and   this  one  has  not  yet  been 
brought  into  a  practical  shape,  although  the  subject  has 
not  been  lost  sight  of  by  any  means.     Keeping  by  the 
line  of  arches  that  curve  southwards,  we  are  on  the  site 
of  Old  Commercial  Glasgow,  and  can  hardly  now  realise 
how  stupendous  a  change  has  taken  place  in  the  scene. 

Up  till  the  beginning  of  the  14th  century  Glasgow, 
apart    from   its    ancient  ecclesiastical  importance,   was 
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very  little  more  than  a  fishing  village.  Before  the 
Roman  times,  the  sea  is  supposed  to  have  come  up  to 
the  spot  where  we  now  stand.  Even  in  the  later 
"  fifties  "  of  this  century,  the  present  writer  has  seen 
crowds  watching  the  salmon  leaping  over  the  weir  above 
Rutherglen  bridge.  Perhaps  the  old  feeling  of  the  sea 
having  reached  so  high  may  have  led  to  the  present 
Briggate,  or  Bridgegate,  being  long  afterwards  known  as 
the  Fisher  Row,  and  the  fish  market,  centuries  after- 
wards, continued  to  maintain  its  traditional  hold  on  the 
locality.     There  was  not  much  market  for  fish,  however, 


to  the  community,  not,  however,  without  much  murmuring 
on  the  part  of  the  weavers  of  the  little  townlet,  who 
feared  their  privileges  would  fade  away,  which  led  at 
last  to  only  freemen  being  employed  in  the  work. 

Thomas  Pennant,  in  his  account  of  a  tour  in 
Scotland,  which  was  made  in  1769,  thus  relates  the  mode 
in  which  began  that  wider  foreign  trade  of  Glasgow 
which  forms  so  large  a  source  of  her  present  prosperity. 
"  The  origin  of  foreign  trade  in  this  city  is  extremely 
worthy  of  attention.     A  merchant,  of  the  name  of  Walter 
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in  such  a  community  as  Glasgow  then  was,  and  the 
amount  of  outside  trade  was  on  a  very  small  scale 
indeed,  nearly  all  being  intended  for  consumption  there. 
In  1450,  however,  a  little  business  began  to  be  done  in 
Scotland  with  France,  and  soon  fish  were  salted  and 
salmon  kippered  for  export — a  trade  which  went  on, 
with  many  ups  and  downs,  for  somewhere  about  two 
centuries. 

Weaving  began  to  be  undertaken  in  the  neighbour- 
hood with  some  encouragement  from  the  municipal 
authorities,  and  in  1638  Mr.  Flemyng  and  seme  others 
opened  a  weaving  factory,  which  seen  became  cf  service 


Gibson,  by  an  adventure  first  laid  the  foundation  of  its 
wealth.  About  the  year  1668  he  cured  and  exported  in 
a  Dutch  vessel  300  lasts  of  herrings,  each  containing  six 
barrels,  which  he  sent  to  St.  Martin's,  in  France,  where 
he  got  a  barrel  of  brandy  and  a  crown  for  each.  The 
ship  returning,  laden  with  brandy  and  salt,  the  cargo 
was  sold  for  a  great  sum.  He  then  launched 
farther  into  business,  bought  the  vessel,  and  two  large 
ships  besides,  with  which  he  traded  to  different  parts  of 
Europe,  and  to  Virginia  ;  he  also  first  imported  iron  to 
Glasgow,  for  before  that  time  it  was  received  from 
Stirling  and  Borrowstouness  (Bo'ness  on  the  Forth)  in 
exchange  for  dyed  stuffs  ;  and  even  the  wine  used  in  the 
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city  was  brought  from  Edinburgh.  Yet  I  find  no 
statue,  no  grateful  inscription,  to  preserve  the  memory 
of  Walter  Gibson."  This  trade  was  carried  on  at  the 
north  end  of  Stockwell  Bridge. 


from  which  an  attempt  was  at  one  time  made  to  conduct 
evangelistic  services,  but  the  Irish  Catholics,  who  are 
strong  in  the  neighbourhood,  felt  aggrieved,  and  the 
authorities  were  compelled   to    put    their   veto   on   the 


VIEW     OF     THE     TRONGATE. 


At  the  Briggate,  as  it  is  still  popularly  called,  there 
is  an  old  tower  which  belonged  to  the  Merchants'  and 
some  few  traces  of  the  old  mansions  of  the  period  are 
still  remaining.  A  turn  of  the  road  reveals  a  Free 
Church,  with  a  stone  pulpit   looking  out   on  the  street, 


intention.  It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  the'first 
stone  bridge  was  erected  by  the  efforts  of  a  bishop  here 
in  1345.  It  remained  in  obstinate  defiance  of  stream 
and  time  till  1847,  when  it  gave  place  to  the  present 
handsome  granite  structure  opened  in  1856,  and  named, 
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in  honour  of  Her  Majesty,  the  Victoria  Bridge.  It  cost 
nearly  ^"40,000,  and  is  a  substantial  structure.  From 
here  we  could  get  a  fine  view  of  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
river,  on  the  south  bank  of  which  lie  the  populous 
districts  of  Hutchesontown,  Gorbals,  Tradeston,  and 
Kingston,  once  rural  suburbs  of  Glasgow.  From  the 
Gorbals  side  rises  the  handsome  spire  of  a  parish  church, 
which  faces  the  river.  Further  down  the  stream  is 
Carlton  Terrace — a  line  of  well-built  mansions,  one  of 
which  is  richly  adorned  within,  and  belongs  to  the 
earlier  period  of  this  century,  details  of  which  are 
beautifully  pourtrayed  in  Mr.  A.  H.  Millar's  Sketches  of 
Quaint  Bits  in  Glasgow  (1887),  a  work  which  will  interest 
all  lovers  of  the  older  world  that  is  now  passing  away 
under  the  destructive  besom  of  our  impatient  civilization. 
In  front  of  Carlton  Place  the  river  is  embanked  and 
covered  with  green  grass,  which  is  railed  in.  On  the 
opposite,  or  north,  side  of  the  river,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  of  St.  Andrew's  raises  its  really  fine  Gothic 
front,  but  would  look  much  more  effective  if  less  cramped 
for  space,  the  situation  being  probably  as  good  as  any 
that  Glasgow  affords. 

A  light  suspension  bridge  for  foot  passengers  crosses 
the  river  between  Dixon  Street — leading  from  St.  Enoch 
Square — to  South  Portland  Street,  and  a  few  yards 
further  down  the  channel  the  Broomielaw,  or  Jamaica 
Street  Bridge  (designed  by  Telford),  as  busy  nearly  as 
London  Bridge,  connects  Jamaica  Street  with  the  main 
streets  on  the  south  side.  That  is  the  last  of  the  bridges, 
with  the  exception  of  the  substantial  structure  of  the 
Caledonian  Railway,  which  crosses  from  the  station  at 
Bridge  Street  to  the  terminus  at  Gordon  Street  just  a 
few  yards  below.  Turning  up  stream  from  Victoria  or 
Stockwell  Bridge,  we  get  a  good  view  of  the  Briggate 
steeple  mentioned  before.  It  was  once  part  of  the 
Merchants'  House,  and  was  built  in  1559  by  Bruce  of 
Kinross,  to  whose  design  we  also  owe  the  more  recent 
portions  of  Holyrood  Palace.  The  Corporation  now 
have  the  custody  of  this  ancient  structure,  and  have 
happily  made  themselves  responsible  for  its  preservation. 
It  is  164  feet  in  height,  in  three  stages,  with  quaint 
embattlements,  and  is  topped  with  a  gilded  ship,  which — 
happy  symbol  of  the  honoured  name  of  Glasgow 
Merchant — sails  to  "  all  the  airts  the  wind  can  blaw." 

Our  eyes  are  next  arrested  by  the  iron  bridge  by 
which  Midland  and  Glasgow  and  South-Western  trains 
reach  St.  Enoch  Square,  or  trend  eastward  to  join  the 
North  British  System — in  which  our  present  direction 


lies.       We  shall  almost  follow  that  brapch  across  the 
girder  bridge  to  the 

EAST     AND     NORTH-EAST 
of  Glasgow. 

Just  above  us  is  the  handsomest  bridge  on  the 
river,  named  after  the  late  Prince  Consort.  It  has 
three  wide  spans,  is  broad — both  as  to  carriage  way  and 
pavement — and  is,  altogether,  fashioned  after  a  most 
pleasing  and  ornate  design.  The  Albert  Bridge  occu- 
pies the  place  of  the  short-lived  Hutcheson  Town 
Bridge.  On  the  north,  the  Bridge  opens  on  the  Jail 
Square,  which  gets  its  name  from  the  Prison  and  Court 
House  where  the  Assizes  are  held.  The  building  has  a 
very  excellent  front,  with  a  row  of  Doric  columns,  and 
is  one  of  the  purest  specimens  of  Greek  style  in  the 
Glasgow  of  that  period  (1810-14).  In  front  of  this  fine 
portico,  criminals  were,  formerly,  executed  in  public  ; 
the  notorious  poisoner,  Dr.  Pritchard,  having  expiated 
his  offences  on  that  spot.  The  "Jail"  faces  the  great 
verdant  expanse  called  Glasgow  Green,  beyond  which 
the  wooded  summits  of  Cathkin  Braes  very  prettily 
close  in  the  scene  when  the  clouds  of  intervening  smoke 
permit  them  to  be  seen  at  all.  Glasgow  Green  is  one  of 
the  really  large  parks  of  this  country,  covering  a 
space  of  140  imperial  acres.  It  lies  along  the  north 
bank  of  the  Clyde,  which  follows  here  a  serpentine 
course  ;  and,  till  of  late  years,  the  smoke,  acrid  with 
chemical  fumes,  began  to  destroy  the  trees,  it  was 
really  a  lovely  place  of  recreation. 

The  lower  part,  called  the  Flesher  Haugh,  is  quite 
level,  with  fine  grass,  and  some  few  of  the  old  trees 
survive.  Although  still  a  crowded  place  of  resort,  it  is 
too  far  from  the  west  end  to  be  very  fashionable  ;  but 
here  may  be  seen  in  summer  boat-races,  volunteer 
reviews,  cattle  shows,  and  athletic  games  of  all  kinds  in 
full  display.  Passing  up  the  Saltmarket,  which  is  now 
a  broad,  almost  entirely  new,  street,  crossed  by  the 
Union  Railway  after  receiving  a  loop  from  the  main 
line  of  the  Glasgow  and  South-Western,  we  see 
on  the  right,  and  at  the  end  of  the  fashionable  street  of 
St.  Andrew's,  the  Established  Church  of  that  name. 
The  portico  is  much  admired,  and  closely  follows  the 
plan  of  St.  Martins-in-the-fields,  London,  as  do  other 
portions  of  the  building.  In  old  times — not  very  far 
back— country  builders  were  wont  to  come  from  afar  to 
look  at  the  Roman  portico,  the  engineering  of  which 
was     considered    a    masterly    piece    of     management. 
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There  is  a  large  and  fine  organ  inside,  one  of  the  first 
to  be  introduced  into  Presbyterian  Churches  in  Scot- 
land. In  the  Square  there  used  to  be  banks  and  other 
stately  offices  of  public  importance,  but  it  is  a  quiet, 
old,  grass-grown  place  now,  in  which  few  business  men 
are  to  be  seen,  except  on  Sunday,  going  to  church,  like 
their  "  faither,  the  deacon." 

Crossing  the  ever  busy  Trongate,  which  makes  a 
fine  view  at  the  Cross,  we  see  the  statue  of  William  of 

Orange,rwa  ving]  de- 
fiance at  the  Irish 
denizens  of  the 
Saltmarket,  and 
riding  upon  a  horse 
that  seems  as  well 
fed  as  those  in  Dutch 
pictures  of  the  time. 
We  peep  into  Lon- 
don Street,  which 
leads  to  Glasgow 
Green,  the  once 
Alloway     Kirk.  fashionable      Char- 

lotte Street,  Monteith  Row,  and  other  old  parts  of  the 
town  ;  and,  looking  into  the  medieval  backbone  of 
Glasgow — High  Street — we  turn  up  Gallowgate,  which 
continues,  eastward,  the  great  main  thoroughfare  of 
Argyle  Street  and  Trongate,  and  leads  to  the  busy  manu- 
facturing districts  of  Calton,  Parkhead,  etc.  Here,  of 
course,  the  gallows  used  to  be  erected  near  the  old  Tolbooth. 

The  City  Improvement  Scheme  has  almost  made  a 
clean  sweep  of  this  old  street,  which  has  been  straightened 
to  some  extent,  levelled,  and  in  great  part  re-built,  in 
process  of  which  took  place  a  great  demolition  of  old 
slums,  incredibly  corrupt  and  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tions. Turning  up  by  the  old  barracks,  now  deserted 
since  the  airy  buildings  at  Maryhill  were  opened,  we 
come  upon  a  spacious  cattle  market,  now  brought  into 
relation  to  the  various  railways  by  the  Union  scheme. 
Close  beside  the  barracks  is  St.  John's  Parish  Church, 
with  a  fine  steeple.  Here,  the  great  Dr.  Thomas 
Chalmers  and  the  Rev.  Edward  Irving  held  forth  to 
awe-struck  .audiences,  at  alternate  services,  Sunday  after 
Sunday.  Great  is  the  havoc  the  railway  has  made  in 
this  wide  region,  now  covered  with  railways  and  alive 
with  the  screech  of  engines  and  the  crash  of  shunting 
waggons.  We  can  now  gaze  on  the  once  quiet  fields 
granted  by  Queen  Mary  to  the  University,  and  where,  in 
after  years,  at  dusk,  Frank  and  Rashleigh  Osbaldistone 
fought    their    duel  till  Rob  Roy,  leaping  from  a  bush, 


separated  the  combatants.  But  how  changed  now  is 
the  scene  !  The  quiet  old  college  and  its  silent  grounds 
are  now  a  terminus  and  great  shunting  ground  for  the 
exchange  of  traffic,  and  even  the  old  houses  of  the 
professors  have  been  bored  through  in  many  places,  that 
waggons  may  disgorge  their  vulgar  contents  into  the 
drawing  room  or  study  !  College  Station  is  used  chiefly 
as  a  goods  station,  but  there  is  also  a  passenger  terminus 
for  the  east  suburban  trains  of  the  North  British,  and 
for  trains  to  Edinburgh  by  Bathgate.  The  Under- 
ground Railway,  connecting  the  east  and  western 
extremities  and  suburbs  of  Glasgow  with  the  main 
terminus  at  Queen  Street,  has  also  a  station  here.  Not 
much  of  the  old  Elizabethan  College  (middle  of  the 
seventeenth  century)  now  remains.  A  fine  old  gate- 
way, however,  has  been  preserved  and  re-erected  within 
the  new  university  ground,  at  Gilmore  Hill,  by  the 
liberality  of  one  of 
her  sons  —  Mr. 
Pearce,  the  famous 
shipbuilder.  Long 
did  the  image  of 
that  "  learned  and 
pious  divine,"  Zac- 
hary  Boyd,  grace 
the  Scoto  -  French 
portals  of  that  dingy 
but  interesting  old 
edifice.  That  emi- 
nent parson  once 
preached  to  Old 
Noll     in      Glasgow 

Cathedral  for  two  hours,  on  which  the  Protector  grimly 
invited  him  to  dinner,  and  gave  him,  it  is  said,  a  grace 
three  hours  long.     The  good  man  was  a  poet  in  his  day, 
as  the  following  choice  fragment  will  clearly  show. 
SOLILOQUY     OF    JONAS     IN     THE     WHALE'S     BELLY. 

'  What  house  is  this  ?  here's  neither  coal  nor  candle  ; 

'  Where  I  nothing  but  guts  of  fishes  handle, 

'  I  and  my  table  are  both  here  within, 

'  Where  day  ne'er  dawned,  where  sun  did  never  shine 

'  The  like  of  this  on  earth  man  never  saw, 

'  A  living  man  within  a  monster's  maw  ' 

'  Bury'd  under  mountains,  which  are  high  and  steep  ! 

'  Plunged  under  waters  hundred  fathoms  deep ! 

'  Not  so  was  Noah  in  his  house  of  tree, 

'  For  through  a  window  he  the  light  did  see  ; 

'  He  hailed  above  the  highest  waves  :  a  wonder, 

'  I  and  my  boat  are  all  the  waters  under, 

'  He  and  his  ark  might  go  and  also  come  ; 

'  But  I  sit  still  in  such  a  strait'ned  room 

'  As  is  most  uncouth  ;  head  and  feet  together 

'  Among  such  grease  as  would  a  thousand  smother.' 
and  so  on. 


Brig  O'  Doom. 
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Passing  round  behind  the  railway  which  occupies 
the  old  grounds  of  the  College,  we  cross  Duke  Street, 
continuous  with  the  north  portion  of  George  Square. 
Well  Park  Free  Church,  and,  opposite  to  it,  Sidney 
Place  U.  P.  Church,  are  modern  buildings  of  good 
ecclesiastical  styles,  and  citywards  we  see  the  grim  walls 
of  a  great  prison — long  noted  as  an  almost  perfect  model 
in  regard  to  its  hygienic  and  other  arrangements.  Look- 
ing over  a  little  bridge,  we  see  what  seems  like  a  neglected 
sewer.  It  is  the  pretty  little  Molendinar,  or  millstream, 
whence  good  Saint  Mungo  used  to  whip  out  a  lordly 
salmon  for  Fridays,  but  the  only  appearance  of  fish  there 
is  perhaps  a  herring's  head  or  two.  Near  this  we  see  a 
niche  in  a  wall  which  contains  a  legend  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  Lady's  Well  revered  in  pre-Reformation 
days,  while  close  by  is  a  kind  of  antidote,  perhaps,  in 
the  Lady  Well  Chapel,  in  which  a  vigorous  representative 
of  the  church  militant,  the  Rev.  Robert  Thomson, 
holds  forth  his  views  on  the  regeneration  of  mankind. 
A  quiet  and  often  leafy  sideway  conducts  us  by  the 
base  of  the  Necropolis  to  the  Cathedral,  affording  one 
of  the  best  views  of  the  old  Minster  and  the  "  Bridge  of 
Sighs,"  over  which  the  dead  pass  to  their  long  home. 
By  another  route,  we  ascend  that  relic  of  old  Glasgow, 
the  dry  gate  which  opens  upon  Cathedral  Square.  The 
High  Street  opens  also  into  it,  becoming  Castle  Street, 
and  towards  the  west  runs  Cathedral  Street,  and  one  of 
the  oldest  streets  in  Glasgow — Rotten  Row. 

Pennant,  in  his  tour  already  quoted,  says  "  Glasgow, 
till  long  after  the  Reformation,  was  confined  to  the  ridge 
that  extends  from  the  high  church,  or  Cathedral,  and 
the  houses  trespassed  but  little  on  the  ground  on  each 
side.  This  place  was  so  inconsiderable  in  1357,  as  not 
to  be  admitted  in  the  number  of  cautionary  towns 
assigned  to  Edward  III.  for  the  payment  of  the  ransom 
of  David  II,"  and  again  he  pithily  and  somewhat  tartly 
says  : 

"  Religion  was  before  that  period  the  commerce  of 
our  chief  cities,  in  the  same  manner  as  commerce  is 
their  religion  in  the  present  age." 

There  are  three  large  important  churches  looking 
into  the  Square,  besides  the  venerable  Cathedral  which 
gives  it  a  name.  And  these  three  churches  are  in  a 
handsome  way  representative  of  the  three  large  bodies 
of  Presbyterians  in  Scotland,  namely — Established,  Free, 
and  United  Presbyterians.  The  old  Barony  Church, 
long  famous  as  containing  the  pulpit  of  the  genial  and 
great-hearted   Norman   MacLeod,   whose  statue  graces 


the   Square,  has  just  been   replaced  by  a  fine,  modern, 
Gothic  edifice  in  red  sand  stone. 

The  Barony  Parish,  in  a  secular  sense,  compre- 
hends a  most  extensive  section  of  the  best  property  in 
the  town,  and  the  living  is  a  very  good  one  as  things  go 
in  the  poorly  endowed  Church  of  Scotland. 

On  the  site  of  the  old  Castle,  built  by  a  bishop,  rises 
the  severe  Roman  front  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  capped 
with  a  dome-like  chapel.  It  was  built  after  designs  by 
Adams  in  1792,  but  extensive  additions  have  been  made 
to  the  rear,  and  its  fever  wards,  when  opened,  were  in 
advance  of  anything  of  the  kind  previously  in  existence. 
They  were,  indeed,  copied  for  the  Royal  Hospital  at 
Florence,  and  the  wards  of  that  Institution  were  taken 
for  the  model  of  those  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital  in 
London.  In  all,  there  are  now  542  beds  wholly  main- 
tained by  voluntary  contributions,  and  a  vigorous 
medical  school  (St.  Mungo's)  keeps  up  the  traditions  of 
the  past  for  progressive,  operative  surgery,  for  which 
Glasgow  with  its  great  industries  presents,  alas  !  a  too 
favourable  field. 

Towering  over  the  old  Cathedral  spire  rises  a  back- 
ground of  great  chimneys  with  their  sad  plumes  of  sable, 
two  of  which,  perched  conspicuously  on  the  very  apex 
of  the  ridge,  serve  as  landmarks  for  some  fifteen  miles 
around  Glasgow,  and  are  amongst  the  wonders  strangers 
come  to  see.  The  older  of  the  two,  called  St.  Rollox, 
is  435  feet  high,  and  it  is  worth  while  going  to  the 
very  base  so  as  to  get  some  feeling  of  what  that  means. 
The  stalk  has  been  girded  at  irregular  intervals  with 
great  iron  hoops,  and  is  seamed  with  many  yawning 
cracks,  but  it  is  deemed  safe  enough,  for  all  that.  It 
belongs  to  the  famous  Chemical  Works  of  Charles 
Tennant  and  Company.  The  abundance  of  fine  water, 
flowing  from  the  hills,  early  led  to  the  development  of 
calico  printing,  bleaching,  and  the  various  sub-branches 
of  industry  that  flowed  from  them  as  progress  was 
made  ;  but,  when  bleaching  powder  began  to  be  made, 
great  chimneys  soon  became  a  necessity  ;  for  the  vast 
chemical  industry,  which  has  almost  made  Glasgow, 
would,  otherwise,  it  was  believed,  have  been  dangerous 
to  the  community.  Here,  sulphuric  acid,  or  oil  of  vitriol, 
is  turned  out  in  lakes-full,  while  chloride  of  lime,  soda, 
and  soap,  are  made  in  fabulous  quantities.  You 
can  easily  smell  iodine  and  other  great  staples,  without 
an  effort  ;  and  the  olfactory  reminiscences  are,  in  general, 
likely  to  be  vividly  retained.  The  works  are  indeed  by 
far  the  largest  of  the  kind  to  be  found  in  any  part  of 
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Europe,  and  cover  more  than  fourteen  acres.  There  are 
said  to  be  upwards  of  a  hundred  furnaces,  retorts,  etc., 
tended  by  ghouls  of  uncanny  mien,  all  blazing  away  and 
giving  forth  unholy  smells  and  blue,  yellow,  or  red 
flames.  It  is  a  sight,  once  seen,  never  to  be  forgotten, 
and  the  great  mounds  of  waste  reeking  with  sulphurous 
fumes  and  stained  with  wild  combinations  of  colour, 
through  which  trains  tunnel  and  shriek  away  into  night, 
are  calculated  to  leave  a  very  vivid  impression  on  the 
mind  of  a  sensitive  and  observant  visitor. 


BURNS'     MONUMENT. 

The  soap-trade  of  Glasgow,  which  is  now  so 
lucrative  and  employs  so  many  hands,  is  said  to  have 
been  humbly  begun,  in  1674,  by  a  small  company  who 
owned  five  whaling  ships  and  opened  premises  in 
Greenock,  then  the  port  of  Glasgow.  Here,  they  cured 
fish  and  boiled  blubber,  and,  perchance,  hit  by  experi- 
ence on  a  few  secrets  worth  knowing. 


The  remainder  of  the  district  is  almost  wholly  given 
up  to  railway  sidings,  engine  houses,  and  a  great  goods 
terminus.  The  Forth  and  Clyde  Canal  crosses  here 
with  its  Monklands  branch.  The  Forth  and  Clyde 
Canal  proper  did  for  the  shipping  of  the  past  what  is 
now  proposed  to  be  done  for  the  navigation  of  our  more 
enterprising  age ;  it  connected  the  Atlantic  with  the 
German  Ocean.  It  was  started  in  1768,  but  not  com- 
pleted till  1798.  Beginning  at  Bowling,  it  pretty 
closely  follows  the  line  of  the  old  Roman  wall,  till  it  em- 
bouches  on  the  Forth  at  Grangemouth,  but  not  without 
the  intervention,  at  each  extremity,  of  a  series  of  locks, 
a  distance  in  all  of  thirty-five  miles.  Near  Glasgow,  a 
branch  strikes  off  eastward,  and,  keeping  to  the  summit 
of  the  ridge,  courses  through  one  of  the  most  industrious 
regions  of  the  town.  Vessels  of  100  tons  can  get 
along  easily  enough,  and  steam  is  freely  used.  A  mile 
or  two  eastward  of  the  chemical  works,  and  close  to  the 
Alexandra  Park,  a  curious  arrangement  has  long  existed 
for  the  carriage  of  boats  up  a  steep  incline.  The  barge 
is  floated  into  a  dock-like  railway  carriage,  on  a  leviathan 
scale,  fitted  with  a  tank  inside  into  which  the  barge 
floats.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  incline  another  vessel 
is  similarly  entrapped.  The  water  is  instantaneously 
drained  off,  and,  by  means  of  cable  haulage  actuated  by 
a  stationary  engine,  the  two  great  cars  of  Juggernaut, 
laden  with  their  captures  from  the  realms  of  Neptune, 
begin  their  stately  see-saw  journey.  It  is  a  quaint  and 
interesting  sight,  and  is  an  early  edition  of  a  similar 
design  which  has  received  much  attention  in  relation  to 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Looking  eastward,  we  see 
the  Reformatory  School  and  Farm,  the  flourishing 
suburb  of  Dennistown,  and  the  recently  acquired 
Alexandra  Park,  which  has  been  effectively  laid  out  and 
contains  a  golf  ground.  Parkhead  Foundry  and 
Blochairn  Steel  Works  are  institutions  noted  for  the 
excellence  of  their  products,  and  there  is  much  of  an 
interesting  nature  to  be  seen  when  any  great  casting  is 
to  be  turned  out.  Glasgow  is  still  rolling  herself  out 
over  the  green  fields  of  the  east  and  piny  tops  of 
the  north.  But  we  must  now  return  to  the  centre  of 
things  once  more,  and  that  we  may  do  by  taking  train 
to  Buchanan  Street  (Caledonian)  terminus,  at  Rollox 
Station. 

THE     WEST     END. 

As  we  approach  the  old  wooden  sheds  which  do 
duty  as  the  northern  terminus  of  the  Caledonian  Rail- 
way system  at  Glasgow,  we  cannot  but  be  struck  with 
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the  immense  variety  of  industries  pursued  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  indeed  the  same  holds  good  of  most 
parts  of  Glasgow.  At  Port  Dundas,  just  near  the 
terminus,  is  one  of  the  largest  distilleries  in  the 
world,  and  close  beside  them  glow  the  furnaces  of  great 
bottle  and  glass  works.  In  a  large  pottery  at  Garngad 
Hill  there  are  somewhere  about  one  thousand  operatives 
busily  at  work.  Just  above  the  tunnel,  from  which  we 
emerge  into  the  station,  is  Townsend's  great  chimney — 
a  rival  to  that  of  the  Tennants'  at  St.  Rollox,  and  the 
scene  of  another  vast  chemical  industry.  "  Glasgow," 
says  Dr.  Strang,  "  unites  within  itself  a  portion  of  the 
cotton-spinning  and  weaving  manufactures  of  Man- 
chester, the  printed  calicoes  of  Lancashire,  the  stuffs  of 
Norwich,  the  shawls  and  mousselines  of  France,  the 
silk-throwing  of  Macclesfield,  the  flax-spinning  of 
Ireland,  the  carpets  of  Kidderminster,  the  iron  and 
engineering  works  of  Wolverhampton  and  Birmingham, 
the  pottery  and  glass-making  of  Staffordshire  and 
Newcastle,  the  shipbuilding  of  London,  the  coal  trade 
of  the  Tyne  and  Wear — with  all  the  handicrafts 
connected  with,  or  dependent  on,  the  full  development 
of  these.  Glasgow  has  also  its  distilleries,  breweries, 
chemical  works,  tan  works,  dye  works,  bleachfields,  and 
paper  manufactories,  besides  a  vast  number  of  staple 
and  fancy  handloom  fabrics,  which  may  be  strictly  said 
to  belong  to  that  locality." 

In  the  parts  of  the  town  we  are  now  about  to 
traverse  we  shall  find  but  few  and  faint  traces  of  the 
past  embedded  in  modern  streets.  This  part  of 
Glasgow  is  indeed  like  a  brand  new  American  city,  and 
rather  unfortunately  so,  in  some  respects,  because 
glorious  architectural  effects  that  might  have  been  are 
ruthlessly  sacrificed  to  the  straight  rule  of  the  municipal 
surveyor.  Certain  streets — such  as  St.  Vincent  Street, 
West  George  Street,  Bath  Street,  and  others  at  right 
angles  to  them — have  gone  straight  up  steep  ascents,  and 
their  grass-grown  causeways  bespeak  the  inutility  of  the 
arrangement.  In  London,  the  opposite  extreme  has, 
perhaps,  been  reached,  and  the  makers  of  streets 
have  shown  a  holy  horror  of  straight  lines,  right  angles, 
and  uniformity  of  any  kind.  Cowcaddens  is  the  name 
of  the  populous  district  near  Buchanan  Street  terminus, 
and  got  its  curious  title  from  the  fact  that,  in  olden  times, 
the  town's  cattle  grazed  on  the  sweet  pasture  lands 
there,  which  are  now  pied  with  anything  but  buttercups 
and  daisies. 

One  of  the  finest  thoroughfares  in  Glasgow  is 
Sauchiehall  Street,  which  crosses  Buchanan  Street  at 


right  angles  a  few  yards  south  of  the  station,  and  is 
continued  eastward  to  St.  Rollox  by  Parliamentary 
Road,  in  which  the  most  notable  building  is  the  old 
Lunatic  Asylum,  now  transformed  into  the  Poor's 
House,  or  Workhouse. 

At  the  corner  of  Sauchiehall  Street  is  a  row  of 
buildings  called  the  Cleland  Testimonial,  which  was  a 
gift  from  the  city  to  a  public-spirited  townsman  of  that 
name.     Sauchiehall  Street  is  always  busy   with  'buses 


GREYFRIAR'S     CHURCH. 

and  tramcars,  which  connect  all  parts  of  the  city  with 
the  various  western  and  north-western  suburbs,  and  are 
largely  patronised  by  soldiers  from  the  barracks  at 
Maryhill,  'varsity  men  from  Gilmore  Hill,  or  the 
Western  Infirmary  and  City  people  on  diverse  errands 
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bent.  The  Royalty  Theatre  is  in  this  street,  and  by  a 
side  street  or  by  the  Wellington  Arcade  to  Cowcaddens 
you  may  reach  the  Theatre  Royal  (formerly  of  Dunlop 
Street). 

Sauchiehall  Street  rises  to  the  westward  by  a  gentle 
incline,  and  at  the  top  of  the  slope,  on  our  right,  we 
encounter  the  fine 
building  which  con- 
tains the  Galleries 
of  Art,  belonging 
to  the  Corporation. 
The  collection  of 
Dutch  paintings 
contains  a  rich 
characteristic  series 
of  examples  of  the 
different  masters  of 
that  school.  That 
is  not  the  only  trea- 
sure they  possess, 
for  the  collection 
has  been  gradually 
enriched  by  bequest 
and  by  purchase 
(through  the  Parks 
and  Galleries 
act)  of  late  years, 
and  many  noble 
specimens  of  Flem- 
ish, Italian,  and 
English  art  have 
been  acquired.  The 
famous  portrait  of 
Thomas  Carlyle,  by 
Whistler,  has  just 
been  added  at  a 
cost  of  1,000  guin- 
eas. There  is  a 
very  fair  typical 
collection  of  statu- 
ary, chiefly  of  local 
celebrities,  and 
one  or  two  imagina- 
tive pieces,  but  the  eye  of  the  connoisseur  will  at  once 
be  arrested  by  Flaxman's  Greek-like  statue  of  Pitt, 
which  is  perhaps  the  finest  thing  in  the  whole  collection. 

The  Galleries  are  free,  except  on  Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays,  and  Thursdays  (students'  days),  when  a 
charge  of  sixpence  is  levied  for  admittance. 


DUMBARTON     TOWN     HALL. 


On  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  is  the  Institute  of 
Fine  Arts,  where  exhibitions  of  modern  pictures  are 
held  from  time  to  time. 

Behind  the  Corporation  Galleries  rise  the  heights 
of  Garnethill,  no  longer  a  mere  rural  suburb  of  Glasgow. 
Here  used  to  be  an   observatory,   but   the  city  smoke  is 

now  unfavourable  to 
astronomical  resear- 
ches ;  but  there  is 
now  a  Roman 
Catholic  convent 
and  schools  in  full 
operation  on  this 
eminence,  from 
which  the  city  is 
well  seen. 

The  western 
extremity  of  Sauc- 
hiehall Street  leads 
into  Kelvingrove 
Park  by  a  series  of 
fine  crescents.  The 
Free  Church  Col- 
lege has  a  lofty  cam- 
panile, from  which 
a  fine  view  of  the 
Park  and  its  envir- 
onment may  be  ob- 
tained. The  river 
Kelvin  divides  the 
University  grounds 
from  the  public 
Park.  The  latter 
contains  an  Indus- 
trial Museum  and 
a  very  elaborately 
adorned  memorial 
fountain.  Some  of 
the  churches  in  the 
vicinity  are  striking, 
and  indeed  the 
whole  of  this  dis- 
trict is  pleasing  to  the  eye,  while  the  Kilpatrick  Hills 
make  an  impressive  background.  Turning  round  by 
Partick  we  reach  the  Clyde,  and  here  the  multitude  of 
shipping  and  noise  of  riveting  in  the  ship-building  yards 
impress  the  visitor  with  the  activity  of  this  great  town. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  river  is   Govan  with   its 
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beautiful  Gothic  parish  church,  surrounded  by  venerable 

trees   shadowing  an   ancient  burial  ground.     South    of 

this,  we  reach  the   charming  suburb  of  Ibrox,  on  the 

Paisley    Road,    and   ke2ping   by   the   outskirts   of  the 

rapidly    growing    city    we    reach    Pollockshields,    and 

thereafter   the 

south     side,     or 

Queen's       Park, 

which    is    partly 

in  the  suburb  of 

Crosshill. 

Part  of  this 
splendid  Park  is 
on  the  site  of  the 
Battle  of  Lang- 
side,  where  the 
citizens  of  Glas- 
gow, led  by  Re- 
gent Murray,  de- 
feated and  put 
to  flight  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots, 
in  1568.  A  stone 
has  recently  been 
erected  to  com- 
memorate that 
tragic  conclusion 
to  Mary's  career. 
From  the  knoll 
on  the  highest 
point  of  the 
Park  —  close  to 
which  is  an  old 
Roman  camp — a 
very  beautiful 
view  may  be  en- 
joyed. Close  by 
are  the  new 
Hospital  and  the 

Glasgow  Institu-  CLARK     TOWN 

tion  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

In  the  distance,  towards  the  south-east,  rises,  behind 
Cathcart  Castle,  the  wooded  Cathkin  Braes,  50  acres  of 
which  Mr.  James  Dick,  gutta  percha  boot  manufacturer, 
generously  gifted  to  the  citizens  of  Glasgow  some  years  ago. 

To  the  south-west  rise  the  venerable  Abbey,  tall 
chimneys,  and  smoky  canopy  of 

PAISLEY. 

You  can  reach  this  busy  and  interesting  town  in  a 
quarter-of-an-hour  from  Bridge  Street  Station,  which  is 


close  to  the  Broomielaw,  or  from  St.  Enoch  Square. 
Either  of  those  trains  may  be  joined  at  Pollokshields 
Junction. 

Paisley  used  to  be  wholly  given  up  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  shawls, 
but  thread  is  now 
the  chief  indus- 
try. The  popula- 
tion reaches  near- 
ly sixty  thousand, 
and  a  consider- 
able number  of 
the  business  peo- 
ple travel  to  Glas- 
gow daily.  There 
is  a  good  deal  to 
look  at  in  this  old 
town,  which  is  as- 
suming a  modern 
garb  with  great 
rapidity.  The 
leading  attraction 
to  visitors  is  the 
old  Abbey  (or 
Priory),  founded 
in  1 169,  and  still 
in  good  condi- 
tion, having  been 
re-built  after  Ban- 
nockburn.  There 
is  a  fine  Town 
Hall,  which  has 
cost  fully 

^"100,000  ;  and 
the  Free  Library 
and  Museum 
(  containing, 
amongst  other 
treasures,  good 
specimens  illus- 
trative of  Paisley  arts  and  manufactures)  will  repay  a 
visit.  The  town  possesses  an  Observatory,  the  gift  of 
a  famous  thread  manufacturer — Mr.  Thomas  Coats. 
Sir  Peter  Coats  has  also  benefited  his  townsmen  by 
great  liberality,  as  will  be  proved  by  a  visit  to  the  places 
we  have  mentioned. 

Near  Paisley  was  born  the  liberator  of  Scotland, 
Sir  William  Wallace  ;  and  the  town  itself  can  boast  of 
giving  birth  to  "  Christopher  North,"  Sir  Noel  Paton, 
Wilson  the  ornithologist,  and  Tannahill  the  poet. 


HALL,     PAISLEY. 
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The    SINGER    MANUFACTURING    COMPANY,    Kilbowie    Works,   by   Clydebank, 

near   Glasgow. 


Of  all  the  numerous  efforts  which,  since  the  dawn 
of  civilisation,  have  been  made  to  minimise  the  labour 
involved  in  the  task  of  sewing  by  means  of  needle  and 
thread,  nothing  can  for  a  moment  compare,  either  in  the 
magnitude  of  its  aggregate  operations  or  in  the  bene- 
ficial character  of  its  results,  with  that  marvellous  pro- 
duction of  patient  genius  which  we  designate  the  sewing 
machine.  The  invention  is  a  masterpiece  of  industrial 
labour,  a  marvel  of  conception,  and,  as  an  instrument 
of  domestic  economy  amid  the  vast  series  of  items 
which    arrange    themselves  as    "  requirements  of    the 


The  "  Singer  "  machine  is  of  American  origin,  and 
in  this  particular  it  is  on  common  ground  with  by  far 
the  largest  proportion  of  labour  -  saving  mechanical 
appliances  of  the  age.  Glaswegians,  however,  are 
specially  interested  in  the  industrial  prosperity  of  the 
concern,  from  the  fact  that  the  European  manufactory 
is  located  within  comparatively  close  proximity  of  the 
"  second  City  of  the  Empire  "  and  within  easy  access  of 
the  mighty  Clyde,  upon  whose  bosom  is  borne  a  goodly 
proportion  of  Scotia's  wealth.  The  works  at  Kilbowie 
cover  an  area  of  46  acres  and  possess  a  total  floorage 


household,"  it  is  absolutely  unrivalled  in  value. 
Although  the  sewing  machine  of  modern  times  finds 
many  makers,  each  claiming  some  specific  excellence 
and  superiority  over  other  houses,  there  can  be  no  two 
opinions  in  the  public  mind  as  to  the  one  great  firm  of 
sewing  machine  makers  before  which  all  others  are 
dwarfed  into  comparative  insignificance.  Such  an 
enormous  popularity  has  been  won  for  the  productions 
of  "  The  Singer  Manufacturing  Company,"  and  such 
gigantic  strides  have  been  made  in  the  great  world  ol 
commerce,  that  the  very  trading  designation  of  the  firm 
has  long  been 

"  Familiar  in  our  mouths  as  household  words." 


area  of  951,207  square  feet.  The  magnificent  series  of 
buildings  is  surmounted  by  a  no  less  magnificent  clock 
tower,  which  serves  as  a  landmark  well  calculated  to 
impress  the  millions  of  river-borne  travellers  with  a  due 
sense  of  the  vastness  of  the  mechanical  operations  con- 
ducted under  its  shadow.  No  fewer  than  six  thousand 
hands  are  here  employed,  and  the  enormous  volume  of 
the  work  accomplished  may  be  gauged  from  the  fact 
that  an  average  output  of  about  eight  thousand  sewing 
machines  per  week  is  effected.  The  building  of  the 
Kilbowie  works  was  commenced  in  1882,  and  in  1884 
they  were  completed  and  entered  upon.  It  would  be 
impossible,  within  the  necessarily  restricted  limits  of  an 
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industrial  review,  to  convey  anything  like  an  adequate 
description  of  the  structural  character  of  the  vast  estab- 
lishment :  suffice  it  to  say  there  is  nothing  extant  that 
could  be  considered  typical,  the  whole  being  unique  in 
the  annals  of  industrial  architecture,  and  rather  bearing 
a  resemblance  to  the  mammoth  structures  which  serve 
to  house  international  exhibitions  than  suggesting  the 
scene  of  a  single  industrial  enterprise.  All  the  mani- 
fold operations  essential  to  the  production  of  the  well- 
recognised  "  Singer  "  machines  are  here  carried  on  under 
conditions  the  most  favourable  that  vast  wealth  and 
unlimited  resource  could  supply.  The  iron  is  worked 
from  the  "  pig  "  state  ;  the  wood  which  forms  the  table 
and  cover  of  the  machine  is  imported  direct  from  the 
Company's  mills  in  Indiana,  U.S.A.,  and  worked  up  to 
its  exquisite  condition  of  finish  by  a  large  staff  of  deft 
cabinet  makers,  individually  selected  for  their  thorough 
proficiency  in  their  particular  department  of  trade. 
Nothing  is  omitted  that  could  expedite  manufacturing 
operations.  Even  the  consumption  of  gas  is  provided 
for  without  reference  to  the  public  source  of  supply ; 
while,  to  effect  the  ready  and  expeditious  transit  of  raw 
material  and  manufactured  articles,  the  railway  system 
intersects  the  works  in  many  directions. 

The  Singer  Manufacturing  Company  do  not,  how- 
ever, confine  their  attention  exclusively  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  their  world-renowned  sewing  machines ;  by 
arrangement  with  the  Babcock  and  Wilcox  Company  of 
New  York,  they  hold  the  sole  right  to  construct  in  this 
country  their  famous  tubular  boilers,  which  by  many 
users  of  steam  power  throughout  the  United  Kingdom 
are  held  to  supersede  the  older  types  of  boilers. 

Reverting  to  the  subject  of  the  Company's  sewing 
machines,  we  must  not  omit  to  notice  an  important 
specialty,  a  veritable  triumph  of  mechanical  ingenuity 
known  as  the  "Oscillating  Shuttle."  The  principle  of 
this  mechanism  is  almost  perfect  :  there  is  but  one 
simple  conversion  of  motion — rotating  to  oscillating — 
no  differential  motion  or  variable  speed ;  and,  not 
unreasonably,  The  Singer  Manufacturing  Company 
claim  for  this  mechanism  a  supremacy  over  all  others 
in   respect    of    ease,    speed,    capacity,    and    durability. 


Among  the  more  notable  examples  of  useful  domestic" 
and  manufacturers'  machines,  for  which  the  Company  are 
celebrated,  may  be  mentioned  the  "  Improved  Family," 
the  "  Improved  Manufacturing,"  the  "  Automatic 
Chain  Stitch  Machine,"  the  "  Flying  Dutchman,"  the 
"  Jacquard  Pattern  Stitching  Machine,"  the  "  Improved 
Carpet  Machine,"  and  the  "  Overseaming  Machine  ;  " 
the  latter  specially  adapted  for  all  varieties  of  work 
requiring  a  zig-zag  stitch,  or  over-edge  seaming.  The 
Singer  Manufacturing  Company,  in  addition  to  their 
enormous  works  at  Kilbowie,  possess  other  factories  at 
Elizabeth  Port,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A.  ;  Cairo,  Illinois, 
U.S.A.  ;  South  Bend,  Indiana,  U.S.A. ;  Montreal, 
Canada  ;  and  Vienna,  Austria. 

The  sales  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  amount  to 
150,000  machines  per  year,  while  the  total  sales  of  the 
Company  throughout  the  world  reach  the  enormous 
total  of  750,000  machines  annually.  The  Singer 
Manufacturing  Company,  it  is  quite  needless  to  say, 
have  customers  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and 
daily  receive  orders  from  quite  an  army  of  agents  and 
representatives  in  many  distant  lands,  where  the  ex- 
cellence of  their  machines  and  the  honourable  and 
liberal  nature  of  their  dealings  are  remembered  with 
satisfaction  by  an  innumerable  body  of  patrons.  The 
two  hundred  medals  awarded  at  all  the  leading  exhibi- 
tions of  the  world,  though  in  themselves  magnificent 
trophies  and  incontrovertible  testimonies  to  the  pre- 
eminence of  the  Company  in  their  special  department  of 
industry,  are  of  incomparably  less  significance  than  the 
universal  plaudits  of  a  grateful  cosmopolitan  public,  whose 
daily  task,  either  in  the  home,  the  factory,  or  the  workshop, 
has  been  rendered  light  and  agreeable  mainly  by  reason 
of  the  inventive  genius  which  finds  its  embodiment  in 
the  invaluable  products  of  The  Singer  Manufacturing 
Company.  The  organisation  of  the  mighty  enterprise  is 
practically  perfect,  and  its  past  record  and  present  pros- 
perity constitute  a  splendid  tribute  to  the  energy  and 
industry  of  its  founder,  and  to  the  spirit  of  enterprise 
and  activity  which  prevails  in  the  councils  of  those  who 
are  now  charged  with  the  administration  of  its  affairs 
and  the  preservation  of  its  valuable  interests  and 
supremely  eminent  commercial  repute. 


EASTWOOD  BEETLING  CO.,  Bleachers,  Dyers,  and  Finishers,  Pollokshaws,   Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  leading  firms  engaged  in  this  branch 
of  industry  in  Pollokshaws  is  that  of  the  Eastwood 
Beetling  Co.,  bleachers,  dyers,  and  finishers,  whose 
important  undertaking  we  select  as  the  subject  of 
this  brief  descriptive  sketch.  The  business  is  of  very 
old  standing,  having  been  established  thirty  years  ago 
as  a  Limited  Company,  from  whom  it  was  acquired 
by  the  present  proprietors  in  1889.  The  premises 
occupied  by  the  firm  are  of  considerable  extent,  the 
works  covering  an  area  of  two  acres,  and  compris- 
ing suite  of  offices,  private  rooms,  and  lavatory,  and 
ranges  of  building  devoted  to  the  several  departments 
of  the  business.  These  include  spacious  bleaching, 
dyeing,  and  finishing  works,  fitted  throughout  with  im- 
proved steam  plant  and  machinery  of  the  newest  type 
requisite   for   perfecting   the  various   processes   of  the 


trade.  An  extensive  and  valuable  connection  has  been 
established  by  the  firm,  who  number  on  their  books  the 
principal  houses  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  textile 
fabrics  in  the  kingdom.  About  170  hands  are  em- 
ployed in  the  works  under  the  capable  supervision  of 
the  principal,  who  enjoys  the  advantages  of  a  thoroughly 
technical  knowledge  of  every  branch  of  the  work,  and  is 
thus  able  to  give  practical  effect  to  the  latest  scientific 
improvements  and  developments  in  each  department  of 
the  business.  The  telegraphic  address  of  the  firm  is 
"  Eastwood,"  Pollokshaws  ;  and  in  conclusion  we  have 
to  congratulate  the  proprietors  upon  their  signal  suc- 
cess in  maintaining  the  old-established  reputation  of  the 
house,  and  by  their  energetic  and  enterprising  manage- 
ment extending  the  scope  of  the  operations  of  the  works 
to  meet  the  necessities  of  their  constantly  expanding 
trade. 
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ALEXANDER    STEPHENS     &    SONS,    Shipbuilders    and    Marine    Engineers,     Linthouse, 

Govan,    Glasgow. 


Probably  in  no  other  industry  during  the  last  fifty 
years  has  there  been  so  much  scientific  investigation 
and  energy  displayed  as  in  that  of  marine  architecture. 
The  rapid  development  and  progress  which  has 
taken  place  in  ship-building  and  construction  was,  of 
course,  not  dreamed  of  by  Dionysius  Lardner,  the  great 
star  in  scientific  circles,  at  the  time  when  in  1838  he 
persisted  in  stating,  and  proved  by  figures  (to  his  own 
satisfaction,  at  any  rate)  that  the  passage  across  the 
Atlantic  by  steam  could  not  become  an  established 
commercial  fact  unless  the  ships  could  replenish  their 
bunkers  at  the  Azores  and  at  Newfoundland. 

It  is  a  far  step  from  that  day  to  this,  and  we 
suppose  it  will  be  generally  admitted  that  the  learned 
doctor  was  a  little  wide  of  the  mark  in  his  statement. 

No  better  illustration  of  the  development  of  steam 
navigation  and  marine  construction  during  the  last  half 
century  can  be  given  than  the  rise  and  progress  of  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  Alexander  Stephen  &  Sons  (now  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  important  ship-builders  in  the 
United  Kingdom)  and  a  brief  recital  of  particulars  of  a 
few  of  their  achievements. 

■  t-"-1  Although  the  Stephen  family  have  been  ship- 
builders for  over  a  century  (originally  belonged  to  Aber- 
deen) it  was  not  until  1851  that  the  firm,  fully  alive  to 
the  fact  that  the  Clyde  had  become  the  leading  river  for 
marine  architecture,  removed  the  seat  of  their  operations 
to  Kelvinhaugh. 

In  1870  their  rapidly  growing  requirements  neces- 
sitated a  further  extension  of  premises,  and  the  firm 
acquired  by  purchase  the  fine  old  estate  of  Linthouse. 
This  property  gives  a  frontage  to  the  river  of  1,070  feet, 
and  allows  full  accommodation  for  eleven  ships. 
It  covers  an  area  of  some  32  acres,  which  is  now 
occupied  by  the  works  and  the  handsome  range  of 
workmen's  dwellings  erected  by  the  firm.  The  property 
extends  1,400  feet  from  the  river  to  the  Govan  Road, 
from  which  the  firm  have  a  broad-gauge  railway  running 
down  to  the  ship-building  department  and  intersecting 
the  engineering  and  boiler  shops.  The  raw  material 
may  therefore  be  forwarded  direct  to  and  from  the 
works. 

In  the  handsomely  appointed  private  offices  of  the 
firm,  into  which  we  were  first  ushered  when  recently 
making  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the  establishment,  are 
three  hundred  or  so  of  the  most  beautiful  and  exquisitely 
finished  models  it  has  ever  been  our  good  fortune  to 
examine.  Mr.  Alexander  Stephen  takes  great  pride  in 
the  elaborate  pieces  of  workmanship,  and  pardonably 
boasts  that  he  himself  has  had  a  hand  in  the  building  of 
each  one,  the  formation  of  the  model  of  every  vessel  the 
firm  puts  into  the  water  being  completed  in  a  technical 
studio  which  was  originally  used  as  a  billiard  room. 

The  first  operation  of  ship-building  is,  of  course,  to 
provide  drawings  of  the  required  sections  and  elevations, 
and  all  established  firms  employ  a  very  similar  modus 
operandi  in  producing  the  working  drawings.  The 
originals  are  usually  on  a  scale  of  J  inch  to  a  foot,  and 
enlarged  copies  of  these  are  afterwards  made  to  the  full 
size  of  the  object  represented.  The  drawing  offices  of 
the  firm  are  spacious  and  scientifically  furnished  ;  nests 


of  drawers  surmounted  by  drawing  tables  surround  the 
principal  room,  the  excellent  light  and  ventilation  being 
everywhere  apparent. 

Following  our  courteous  conductor,  we  enter  the 
wood-working  shops.  The  timber,  purchased  in  cargoes, 
is  conveyed  at  high  water  to  the  steam  cranes,  and  is 
lifted  by  these  on  to  trucks  which  convey  it  to  the  saw 
mills.  Here  are  three  frame  saws,  two  by  Messrs. 
Thomson  and  Allen,  of  Johnstone,  and  one  by 
McDowall.  Deserving  of  special  mention  in  this  shop 
is  Messrs.  Western  &  Co.'s  patent  band  saw.  This 
labour  saving  machine,  which  is  also  a  compound  tool 
having  a  circular  as  well  as  a  band  saw,  cuts  twists  of 
any  angle  without  stopping,  and  in  any  length  or  thick- 
ness of  timber.  Another  novel  and  ingenious  construc- 
tion is  a  set  of  powerful  planing  machinery  by  Messrs. 
Thomson  &  Allen,  which  takes  planks  24  inches  broad 
by  12  inches  thick  and,  after  planing  them,  delivers  them 
to  any  distance  required  by  the  aid  of  an  automatic 
slide. 

Passing  next  into  a  substantial  three- storey  build- 
ing, each  floor  of  which  is  280  feet  by  66  feet,  we  receive 
our  first  illustration  of  the  thorough  way  in  which  the 
firm  do  their  work.  The  first  feature  impressed  upon 
us  is  that  every  precaution  is  taken  against  fire,  and  if  it 
were  to  break  out  it  could  not  last  long,  for,  in  addition 
to  fire  plugs,  extincteurs,  &c,  which  are  distributed 
everywhere,  an  efficient  brigade  is  always  at  hand  to 
man  the  fully-equipped  and  powerful  fire-engines  by 
Shand  and  Mason. 

The  ground  floor  of  the  building  is  set  apart  as  the 
spar,  block,  and  small-boat  making  departments, 
wherein  the  firm  make  lifeboats  arjid  captains'  gigs,  in 
addition  to  the  whole  of  their  spars  and  iron  and  wood 
blocks.  The  next  floor  is  devoted  to  joining  and 
cabinet-making.  That  this  is  a  very  active  department  will 
be  easily  understood  when  we  state  that  all  the  cabinet 
and  other  fittings  necessary  for  the  vessels  built  in  this 
yard  are  manufactured  on  the  premises.  Although 
assisted  in  every  way  by  the  best  labour-saving  machi- 
nery, it  is  necessary  to  employ  a  large  number  of  skilled 
workmen  in  order  to  produce  the  work  with  dispatch 
and  finish  in  the  high  state  of  perfection  and  excellence 
which  the  firm  have  always  striven  after,  and  which  has 
deservedly  placed  them  in  the  high  position  they  hold 
in  ship-building  circles.  The  whole  of  the  wood  working 
machinery  is  driven  by  a  pair  of  horizontal  compound 
engines  with  23|-inch  and  39-inch  cylinders  and  a 
stroke  of  48  inches.  The  third  floor  of  this  building  is 
the  moulding  loft ;  here  we  are  shown  the  drawings  of 
the  vessels  put  down  full  size,  technically  termed 
"  laying  off." 

Our  next  visit  is  to  the  ship-building  shed,  some 
500  feet  long  by  200  feet  wide.  Near  to  this  is  the 
forge,  where  we  find  modern  giants  in  the  shape  of  large 
forging  furnaces,  ten  steam  cranes,  and  nine  steam  ham- 
mers ranging  from  i\  cwt.  to  3  tons  busily  engaged  in 
forging  the  "  best  scrap  "  and  other  iron  for  the  rudder 
frames  and  the  keels  and  posts  of  the  vessels.  Even 
in  a  cursory  examination,  one  could  not  fail  to  be  struck 
with  the  fact  that  the  great  aim  of  the  firm  was  perfec- 
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tion,  and  not  only  to  obtain  the  most  perfect  work,  but 
to  produce  it  with  as  little  manual  labour  as  possible.  In 
the  next  process  we  are  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of 
frame  setting.  This  is  done  on  massive  iron  blocks  each 
weighing  several  tons.  On  these  blocks  the  form  of  the 
rib  is  marked  from  a  set  of  full-size  drawings  taken  from 
the  scrieve  boards,  and  pins  are  placed  in  holes  which 
correspond  with  the  outline.  Long  bars  of  angle  iron 
are  then  brought,  the  hammering  and  bending  begins, 
and  the  hot  iron  is  shaped  to  form  the  half  frame  of  the 
ship  in  a  remarkably  short  space  of  time.  To  describe 
in  detail  all  the  marine  tools,  "  the  appliances  and 
means  to  boot  "  to  be  found  here,  would  be  an  impossible 
task  ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  better  machinery  than  that 
selected  for  this  department  could  not  be  found,  for 
Bennie,  Cook,  Harvie,  Cameron,  Shanks,  in  fact  all  the 
best  makers,  have  a  hand  in  the  supply.  While  the  ribs 
are  being  fashioned,  the  keel  and  stem  and  stern  posts 
are  drilled,  the  keel  blocks  laid  down,  and  the  plates 
marked,  drilled,  punched,  sheared,  &c.  The  framing 
proceeds  in  a  very  short  time  after  the  keel  is  laid  down, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  it  is  the  invariable  custom  of  the 
firm  not  to  lay  down  the  keel  until  the  parts  forming  the 
stringers,  bulkheads,  &c,  are  read}'. 

Leaving  the  noise  and  clatter  of  this  department 
behind,  we  are  next  conducted  to  the  slips.  They  are 
eleven  in  number,  as  we  have  previously  mentioned,  and 
eight  or  nine  of  these  are  invariably  occupied.  One  of 
the  special  features  of  this  yard  is  a  gigantic  travelling 
steam  crane  which  spans  most  of  the  vessels  and  can  be 
made  to  run  the  entire  length  of  the  yard.  This  species 
of  machinery  is,  we  are  informed,  peculiar  to  the  firm, 
and  not  only  enables  them  to  send  vessels  much  sooner 
to  sea,  but  is  also  productive  of  a  great  saving  both  of 
labour  and  expense.  The  system  and  technique  of  the 
firm  are  based  on  sound  scientific  principles  allied  to 
thorough  practical  experience,  and  the  vessels  built  by 
them  have  been  constructed  for  owners  representing  all 
the  principal  nationalities  of  the  world.  In  a  list  of  the 
many  vessels  built  since  their  arrival  on  the  banks  of 
the  Clyde  we  find  the  "  Nepaul  "  for  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company  ;  the  "  Lessing,"  "  Herder," 
"  Gellert,"  and  "  Wieland,"  for  the  Hamburg  American 
Company ;  the  "  Washington,"  "  Vincenzo  Florio," 
"  Archimede,"  "  Independente,"  "  Gottardo,"  and 
"  Elettrico,"  for  the  Florio-Rubattino  Line,  Rome ; 
the  "Ethiopia,"  and  others  for  the  Anchor  Line; 
twelve  steamers  for  the  Clan  Line  ;  three  paddle  stea- 
mers for  the  Brazilian  Mail  Service  (in  connection  with 
which  Mr.  Alexander  Stephen  was,  in  1872,  knighted  by 
the  Emperor  of  Brazil)  ;  thirteen  vessels  for  Messrs. 
Watjen  and  Company,  Bremen  ;  eighteen  for  the  Line 
of  Messrs.  Sloman,  Hamburg;  &c,  &c. 

As  may  be  supposed,  many  of  these  vessels  have  had 
eventful  histories,  a  peculiar  instance  being  afforded  by 
the  "Sea  King,"  a  speedy  China  tea  clipper.  During 
the  American  war  she  was  converted  into  the  notorious 
and  successful  cruiser  "Shenandoah,"  and  afterwards 
purchased  and  used  by  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  as  a 
yacht.  Some  fourteen  years  later,  if  our  memory  serves 
us  right,  she  was  lost  on  the  African  coast. 

During  the  last  fifteen  years  Messrs.  Stephen  & 
Sons  have  produced  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  tons  of 
shipping,   and   the  engines  constructed  by  them  during 


that  period  give  a  total  of  more  than  110,000  indicated 
horse  power.  Among  other  specialities,  the  firm  intro- 
duced the  system  of  ship-building  known  as  "  Compo- 
site," a  system  on  which  a  large  number  of  vessels  have 
been  built  and  which  was  afterwards  adopted  by  several 
ship-building  firms  and  by  the  Admiralty.  Coming  to 
the  later  achievements  of  the  firm,  we  may  mention  the 
magnificent  steel-screw  steamer  the  "  Boston,"  built  for 
the  Yarmouth  Steamship  Company,  Nova  Scotia.  The 
"Boston"  is  a  steamer  of  the  following  dimensions: 
length  between  perpendiculars  245  feet,  breadth  36  feet, 
and  depth  from  the  hurricane  deck  28  feet  9  inches. 
Constructed  for  the  passenger  trade  between  Yarmouth 
and  Boston,  she  has  sleeping  and  other  accommodation 
for  300  first-class  passengers  ;  she  completed  her  series 
of  official  trial  trips  last  October,  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  Another  recent  production  of  the  firm 
is  the  s.s.  "  State  of  California,"  which  was  launched  on 
January  29th  in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of 
people.  She  was  originally  built  for  the  State  of 
California  Steamship  Company,  Limited,  but,  on 
account  of  the  Line  in  connection  with  which  she  was 
intended  to  work  having  changed  hands,  her  trial  trip 
which  was  to  have  taken  place  in  April  has  been 
postponed,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  vessel,  which  is 
remarkably  well  adapted  for  many  trades,  will  either  be 
sold  or  worked  in  a  new  connection.  The  adaptation 
of  the  "State  of  California"  for  many  trades  will  be 
apparent  when  we  say  that  she  is  built  of  mild  steel,  is 
classed  100  Ai  in  Lloyd's  under  special  survey,  with 
additional  strengthening  over  Lloyd's  requirements,  and 
is  built  to  comply  with  the  Admiralty  regulations  for 
transport  service.  She  is  400  feet  long  over  all,  46  feet 
beam,  and  32  feet  moulded  depth.  With  a  gross 
registered  tonnage  of  4,500  tons  she  is  designed  to  carry 
5,300  tons  dead-weight  on  Lloyd's  freeboard.  The 
"  State  of  California  "  is  a  high-class  passenger  steamer, 
having  sufficient  engine  power  to  ensure  the  greatest 
regularity  by  the  maintenance  of  a  good  rate  of  speed  in 
any  weather,  and  has  a  capacity  for  carrying  cargo  to 
ensure  good  earnings  from  freight  even  with  few  or  no. 
passengers.  To  ensure  the  greatest  amount  of  safety  in 
case  of  accident,  the  vessel  is  divided  into  eight  water- 
tight compartments,  the  bulkheads  of  these  being  all 
carried  to  the  upper  deck.  In  addition  to  this  she  also 
has  water-ballast  tank  in  cellular  double  bottom,  fore 
and  aft,  which  may  be  filled  or  emptied,  as  occasion 
requires,  very  expeditiously.  In  her  general  arrange- 
ments she  is  very  similar  to  the  type  of  vessel  now 
generally  adopted  for  Atlantic  passenger  ships.  The 
vessel  has  a  very  handsome  appearance  and  should  take 
little  water  on  deck,  for  there  are  bulwarks  all  round. 
The  saloon  accommodation,  capable  of  meeting  the  re- 
quirements of  250  passengers,  is  situated  all  at  the  middle 
of  the  vessel,  where  there  is  the  least  motion.  A  novel 
arrangement  is  that  the  greater  part  of  the  state  rooms 
is  capable  of  being  easily  taken  down  if  required,  say 
for  instance  to  suit  a  reduced  number  of  passengers 
during  the  winter  months.  The  extra  space  thus 
acquired  can  either  be  utilized  for  cargo  or  fitted  up  for 
steerage  passengers  in  the  emigration  season.  The 
saloon  accommodation  is  entered  from  the  main  deck  by 
doors  on  each  side  of  the  deck  house.  These  are  fitted 
with  inner  vestibule  doors  and  admit  one  into  a  spacious 
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-well-lighted  entrance  hall,  frcm  which,  on  the  after  side, 
a  grand  staircase  leads  to  the  main  saloon  and  state 
rooms.  On  the  forward  side  a  double  staircase  leads  up 
to  the  promenade  deck  and  smoking  room.  The 
decorations  are  exceedingly  chaste  and  effective.  The 
main  saloon  is  in  walnut  and  figured  birch,  with  up- 
holstery in  Moquette.  The  music  room,  upholstered  in 
Gobelin  tapestry,  is  panelled  in  satin  wood,  birch,  and 
sycamore,  and  the  ladies'  room  is  Tynecastle  tapestrj', 
panelling,  and  silk  upholstery.  To  suit  parties  travelling 
in  company  the  main  saloon  has  small  tables  placed 
athwart  ships  in  addition  to  those  running  fore  and  aft. 
The  state  rooms  are  all  in  white  enamel,  upholstered  in 
red  velvet,  the  berths  and  sofas  being  fitted  with  spring 
mattresses.  Steerage  accommodation  is  afforded  for 
some  seven  or  eight  hundred  passengers,  and  is  situated 
fore  and  aft  of  the  saloons  on  the  main  and  upper  decks. 
Both  cabin  and  steerage  are  heated  by  steam  and 
thoroughly  ventilated,  and  the  vessel  is  fitted  throughout 
with  a  double  installation  of  electric  light.  The  accom- 
modation for  officers  and  engineers  is  situated  in  deck 
houses  amidships,  that  of  the  crew  being  forward  under 
the  upper  deck.  Everything  is  of  the  most  ample  and 
comfortable  description,  and  the  galleys  and  butcher's 
and   baker's  shops   are  all   adjoining  each  other  in  the 


deck  house  round  the  funnel.  The  machinery  consists 
of  a  set  of  triple  expansion  engines  of  the  latest  designs 
having  34-inch,  55-inch,  and  88-inch  cylinders,  a  stroke 
of  54  inches,  and  supplied  with  steam  by  three  boilers 
at  160  lbs.  pressure.  The  steam  steering  gear  by 
Messrs.  Muir  &  Caldwell,  and  also  the  hand  gear  by 
Napier  Brothers,  are  both  placed  in  the  wheel-house 
under  the  after  poop.  There  are  seven  steam  winches, 
five  cargo  hatches,  and  a  steam  windlass  and  capstain. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  had  the  "  State  of 
California  "  been  put  on  the  station  for  which  she  was 
intended,  the  vessel  would  have  fulfilled  the  highest 
expectations  of  all  concerned  and  would  long  have  been — 
as  no  doubt  she  yet  will  be  in  another  connection — a 
striking  example  of  the  best  marine  engineering  and 
construction  produced  by  Messrs.  A.  Stephen  &  Sons. 
Bearing  in  mind  that  the  main  elements  upon  which 
success  in  steam  navigation  depends  are  chiefly  a  well- 
formed  and  well-made  vessel,  economical  engines,  and 
an  efficient  propeller,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  firm 
of  which  we  are  speaking  (who  have  made  vast  improve- 
ments in  the  system  of  marine  construction  in  all  these 
particulars)  have  justly  earned,  and  therefore  fully 
deserve,  the  high  encomiums  which  are  being  showered 
upon  them. 


ROBERT  SCOTT,  Manufacturing  and  Wholesale  Jeweller,  8,  Buchanan  Street,  Glasgow. 


The  representation  of  a  large  proportion  of  Glasgow's 
wholesale  and  manufacturing  jewellery  trade  has  long- 
devolved  upon  the  operations  of  the  business  now  con- 
ducted in  Buchanan  Street  by  Mr.  Robert  Scott.  It 
constitutes  one  of  the  oldest  concerns  of  the  kind  in  the 
commercial  capital,  and  is  favoured  by  a  support  and 
patronage  that  represent  the  accumulated  custom  of 
some  eighty  or  ninety  years.  The  founder,  Mr.  Thomas 
Muir,  was  succeeded  by  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Downes, 
and,  until  its  acquisition  by  the  present  proprietor 
thirteen  years  ago,  the  business  was  widely  known 
under  that  firm  name.  From  its  original  position  in 
the  Trongate  it  was  this  year  transferred  to  the  present 
convenient  and  central  location  in  Buchanan  Street, 
and  there  are  here  shown  many  favourable  facilities 
tending  to  improve  the  whole  conditions  under  which  a 
busy  and  progressive  industry  is  carried  out.  Access  to 
the  principal  showroom  is  gained  by  a  single  stair,  and 
in  this  handsome  apartment  there  are  displayed  selections 
of  clocks  and  silver-plate  that  are  quite  a  treat  to  observe, 
as  regards  their  variety  and  diversity  and  the  highly 
artistic  and  tasteful  manner  in  which  they  are  submitted 
to  the  inspection  of  customers.  On  the  counter  are 
ranged  assortments  of  superior  watches,  chains,  etc., 
neatly  set  off  in  cases,  and  the  whole  specialties  bespeak 
those  characteristics  of  novelty  and  elegance  that  so 
well  preserve  the  excellence  of  Scottish  jewellery.     The 


accuracy  and  precision  with  which  every  detail  and 
process  of  the  industry  are  carried  out  will  be  apparent 
to  any  one  who  is  privileged  by  a  visit  to  Mr.  Scott's 
workrooms.  Therein  a  staff  of  thirty  trained  jewellers 
operate  in  every  class  of  gold  and  silver,  producing,  with 
equal  rapidity  and  efficiency,  the  simplest  articles  of 
personal  adornment,  and  the  most  elaborate.  With 
the  special  aptitude  and  proficiency  of  a  firm  versed  and 
skilled  in  every  essential  of  the  art  industry  exemplified, 
they  carry  out  the  work  in  the  best  possible  style,  and 
the  whole  manufactures  of  the  house  may  be  said  to 
illustrate  the  most  exquisite  ideals  of  jewellery-making 
art.  The  whole  operations  of  the  trade  are  undertaken 
on  a  scale  of  completeness  highly  creditable  to  the 
versatility  of  the  firm's  handiwork,  and  everything  that 
can  be  produced  from  silver  or  gold  is  subjected  to 
capable  treatment.  It  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  high 
qualifications  of  everything  emanating  from  this  estab- 
lishment that  its  productions  command  a  ready  disposal 
among  jewellers  whose  standing  and  reputation  in  the 
trade  must  be  maintained  by  the  sale  of  only  first-class 
goods.  Mr.  Scott  has  earned  the  personal  esteem  of 
his  constituents  by  his  constant  anticipation  of  their 
requirements,  and  his  assiduous  endeavour  to  maintain 
the  high  artistic  standard  of  the  industry  has  been  well 
rewarded  in  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  old  and 
influential  concern  with  which  his  name  is  identified. 
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STEWART  AND  MACDONALD,  Manufacturers  and  Wholesale  Warehousemen,  Buchanan 
Street,  Argyle  Street,  and  Mitchell  Street,  Glasgow;  and  at  London,  Edinburgh,  Dublin, 
Leeds,   Newcastle,  Preston,  Toronto,   Montreal,  Melbourne,  Sydney,  Port  Elizabeth,  &c. 


There  is  a  popular  idea  among  those  who  have  not 
devoted  close  attention  to  the  conditions  of  Glasgow's 
greatness  that  the  principal  source  of  her  wealth 
and  commercial  pre-eminence  lies  in  the  mammoth 
yards  which  fringe 

the   Clyde  —  yards  _-       .—- — 

wherein  are  unceas-  __.--;t-j~ 

ingly  heard  the 
noisy  vibrations  of 
the  shipwright's 
hammer  as  he 
labours  in  the  crea- 
tion of  the  great  sea 
leviathans,  whose 
very  existence  is 
due  to  the  energy, 
intellect,  and  mus- 
cle of  Clyde  -  side 
men.  The  popular 
idea,  however,  is  not 
absolutely  a  correct 
one,  for  there  are 
vast  channels  of 
mercantile  splen- 
dour in  the  great 
"  Second  City  of 
the  Empire  "  which 
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literally  teem  with  the  noiseless  spoils  of  trade  and 
industry,  and  you  have  little  association  with  the  affairs 
of  "  those  who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships  and  have 
business  in  the  great  waters."  A  review  of  some  of  the 
great  mercantile  houses  of  Glasgow  corrects  the  mis- 
conception of  which  we  have  spoken,  and  demonstrates 
the  fact  that  the  greatness  of  the  City  depends  not  upon 
an  isolated  industry,  but 
upon  a  congeries  of  magnifi- 
cent commercial  enterprises, 
each  carried  out  on  a  scale 
of  magnitude  quite  unpa- 
ralleled in  the  annals  of 
modern  industry.  In  this 
connection  a  pre-eminent 
rank  must  be  assigned  to  the 
world  -  renowned  establish- 
ment conducted  under  the 
style  of  Messrs.  Stewart 
and  Majcdonald.  Rather 
more  than  sixty  years  have 
elapsed  since  this  vast  house  | 
was  founded :  sixty  years  &9. 
of  incessant    advance    and 

development  in  every  field  of  Absrcor  Factory, 

enterprise  in  which  the  operations  of  the  house  have 
been  directed.  "  There  will  not  be  found  a  single 
instance  in  the  whole  comprehensive  range  of  British 
trading  history  of  a  house  of  purely  mercantile  charac- 
teristics attaining  a  higher  degree  of  magnitude, 
influence,  importance,  and  commercial  celebrity."  So 
says  an  eminent  authority,  and  we  are  convinced,  after 
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careful  consideration  of  the  facts,  that  the  estimate  is  in 
no  respect  an  exaggerated  one.  The  nucleus  of  the 
business  was  laid  in  1826  at  its  present  address,  the 
originators  of  the   house    being    Robertson    Buchanan 

Stewart,  Esq.,  and 
t~j.  .____—.,____  Jonn       Macdonald, 

Pg^*^-^  Esq.       In  1859  Mr. 

"^  N.B.Stewartjoined 

the  firm,  and  a  few 
years      later       Mr. 
A.  B.  Stewart  also 
became   a    partner, 
Mr.      Macdonald's 
decease     occurring 
aboutthe  year  1862. 
At  the  death  of  the 
senior   founder,  his 
son,     Mr.     N.     B. 
Stewart,    became 
senior  partner,  and 
this  gentleman   be- 
ing gifted  with  ex- 
ceptional    adminis- 
trative  ability,   the 
concern   greatly 
flourished,  and  the 
subsequent  pre-em- 
inence of  the  firm  in  its  special  department  of  enter- 
prise is  unquestionably  due,  for  the  most  part,  to  the 
eminent  services  rendered  by  this  gentleman.      Even- 
tually,  on  the   retirement  ot    Mr.  N.    B.   Stewart,  the 
control  of  the  house  fell  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  A.  B.  Stewart, 
who   assumed  Mr.   Crombie  into   the  partnership,  the 
latter   gentleman   having   for    many    years    previously 

fulfilled    the     functions     of 
cashier  to  the  firm.     Mr.  A. 
B.     Stewart    died    in    1880, 
and  at  his  death  Mr.  J.  R. 
I   Stewart,     nephew     of    the 
9Kg  founder,   was   assumed  into 
'.«'    the  partnership.     This  gen- 
|  tleman    died    in     1889,    Mr. 
1   Crombie   having  pre-decea- 
%   sed    him   in    1882.       It   was 
g\*4§   immediately  after  the  death 
|SS  of    Mr.    Crombie    that    an 
pSS  important      epoch      opened 
gH  in  the  history  of  the  house. 
Mr.     Robert     Kedie,     who, 
since    February    6th,    1864, 
had  been  connected  with  the 
Strabane,  Ireland.  house,  and  had  had  the  con- 

trol of  several  of  the  leading  departments,  and  the  last 
two  years  of  which  time  he  had  been  the  general 
manager,  became  a  partner.  This  enterprising  chief 
was  joined  in  1886  by  Mr.  Ninian  B.  Stewart,  a 
gentleman  who  had,  for  some  years,  enjoyed  the  privi- 
leges of  careful  mercantile  training  under  Mr.  Kedie's 
personal  supervision.       Mr.  N.  B.  Stewart  is,  unques- 
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tionably,  a  gentleman  of  great  business  aptitude  who 
gives  promise  of  maintaining  by  energy  and  enterprise 
the  honourable  annals  of  the  house  which  his  forefathers 
so  creditably  initiated.  Under  these  two  gentlemen's 
direction,  industrial  achievements  may  be  counted  upon 
which_far  transcend  anything  hitherto  accomplished  by 


Clothing  Factory,  Leeds. 
the    firm.       The    managing    partner,    Mr.     R.    Kedie, 
possesses  long  and  varied  experience  gathered  in  most 
of  the  important   departments  of   the   house,    and    his 
thorough   acquaintance  with  the  trade  is  of  incalculable 
advantage  in  the  conduct  of  the  vast  concern.     Under 
the   management    of    this   gentleman     no    fewer    than 
five   departments    have   been   added    to    the    business 
of    the    house,    and,    what     is 
of     far     greater     significance, 
manufacturing    has    been    en- 
tered upon,  under  his  judicious 
guidance,  with  a  thoroughness 
and    zeal    which    promise    to 
elevate  the  firm  into  a  rank  as  * 

pre-eminent  in  business  as  it  is 
foremost  among  dry  goods 
concerns.       To    facilitate    the  jjj 

great  scheme  which  Mr.  Kedie  ■  v /; 

set     himself     to      accomplish,  fftt  -    - 

immense  factories  were  set  up 
in  various  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  each  one  of  which 
has  proved  enormously  suc- 
cessful. At  Strabane,  in 
Ireland,  a  splendid  factory  has 
been  fitted  for  the  manufacture 
of  white  shirts,  ladies'  and 
children's  under-clothing,  re- 
gattas,   Oxford  shirts,   collars, 

cuffs,  and  goods  of  a  similar  character.  At  Rutherglen 
Road,  Glasgow,  an  extensive  manufacture  of  ladies' 
mantles,  children's  dresses,  men's  shirts  and  slops,  hats 
and  caps,  and  ready-made  clothing,  is  carried  on,  while 


the  magnificent  factory  erected  at  Leeds,  some  two 
years  ago,  for  the  manufacture  of  men's  and  youths' 
ready-made  clothing  has  proved  altogether  inadequate 
to  the  ever-increasing  demands  of  the  house,  and  will, 
ere  long,  require  to  be  supplemented  by  greatly  aug- 
mented space  and  mechanical  equipment.  The  ware- 
house embraces  no  fewer  than  thirty-four 
distinct  departments  of  general  wholesale 
drapery  and  fabrics,  comprising  the  following 
features: — Cloths,  silks,  cottons,  flannels,  linens, 
ribbons,  merinoes,  prints,  muslins,  laces,  hand- 
kerchiefs, haberdashery,  yarns,  winceys,  carpets, 
tweeds,  skirtings,  wool  shawls,  fancy  dresses, 
straw  hats,  millinery,  flowers,  white  cottons, 
gloves,  shirts,  ready-made  clothing,  Bradford 
stuffs,  stationery,  and  under-clothing.  Each 
department  is  under  the  most  capable  super- 
vision, and  so  great  are  the  firm's  facilities  and 
resources  that  the  largest  orders  can  be 
executed  on  the  shortest  notice,  and  in  a  manner 
reflecting  the  highest  credit  upon  those  respon- 
sible for  the  carrying-out  of  the  executive 
functions.  The  vast  warehouses  in  Buchanan 
Street,  Argyle  Street,  and  Mitchell  Street 
contain  an  aggregate  value  of  fully  half-a-million, 
every  item  having  been  selected  with  the 
greatest  care  and  judgment.  Dress  materials 
form  a  conspicuous  feature  in  the  turnover  of 
the  house.  In  this  connection  there  are  four 
distinct  departments.  English,  French,  Ger- 
man, and  Scotch  dress  goods  are  held  in  endless 
variety,  and  Messrs.  Stewart  and  Macdonald 
export  these  fabrics  to  all  parts  of  the  globe.  Some 
idea  of  the  vast  magnitude  of  Messrs.  Stewart  and 
Macdonald's  transactions  may  be  formed  from  the  fact 
that  fully  three  thousand  hands  are  regularly  employed, 
and  as  manufacturing  is  likely  to  be  still  more  extensively 
engaged  in  by  the  firm  in  the  future,  a  greatly  augmented 
staff  of  employes  will  probably  ere  long  be  employed. 


RUTHERGLEN    ROAD    FACTORY,    GLASGOW. 


It  would  manifestly  be  impossible  within  the  limits 
of  a  mere  sketch  to  enter  into  a  minute  description 
of  the  firm's  emporium  ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  nothing  is 
omitted  that  has  any  place  in 'the  fashion  world  of  the 
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period.  No  fewer  than  seventy  travellers  represent  the 
interests  of  the  firm  ;  eight  are  employed  in  Australia, 
three  in  Canada,  four  in  South  Africa,  two  in  Norway  and 
Sweden,  while  branch  establishments  are  also  conducted 
at  London,  Edinburgh,  Liverpool,  Rochdale,  Birming- 
ham, Belfast,  Dublin,  Newcastle,  Leeds,  Preston,  Hull, 
Montreal,  Toronto,  Melbourne,  Sydney,  Dunedin,  and 
Port  Elizabeth,  while  at  a  number  of  these  branches 
large  stocks  are  held.  The  control  of  this  mighty 
ambassadorial  staff  engaged  in  the  peaceful  arts  of 
commerce  devolves  upon  Mr.  Kedie,  and  his  successful 
administration  in  this  department  of  activity  speaks  more 


for  his  unsurpassed  capability  than  folios  of  panegyric. 

The  great  "City  by  the  Clyde"  has  undoubtedly 
much  to  be  proud  of  in  her  citizens'  nervous,  active  life 
and  in  the  grandeur  of  her  varied  industrial,  social,  and 
philanthrophic  institutions  ;  but  in  nothing,  to  our  minds, 
has  she  greater  reason  for  self-congratulation  than  in  the 
possession  within  her  midst  of  such  a  mercantile  house 
as  that  of  Messrs.  Stewart  and  Macdonald — a  house 
unique  in  the  stupendous  character  of  its  industrial 
operations  and  unsurpassed  in  the  honourable  and 
energetic  methods  by  which  those  gigantic  operations 
are  effected. 


WILLIAM  MacLEOD  &  Co.,  Metal  Merchants,  Contractors  for  Gas  and  "Water  Apparatus, 
Pipes,  and  Furnishings,  56,  Robertson  Street,  Glasgow. 


Telegrams  : — "  Pipes,  Glasgow." 

The  extensive  use  and  application  of  metal  fittings 
in  almost  every  form  of  modern  industry  has  afforded 
scope  for  the  development  of  such  a  trade  as  that  which 
is  now  so  successfully  and  creditably  represented  by 
Messrs.  William  MacLeod  and  Co.,  whose  establish- 
ment at  56,  Robertson  Street,  constitutes  an  active 
centre  of  metal  supply.  The  constant  increases  of  this 
business  from  the  commencement  have  necessitated 
consistent  enlargement  of  the  premises,  and,  with  some 
5,000  feet  added  recently  to  the  already  extensive  floor- 
age  space,  the  firm  now  possess  warehouse  accommoda- 
tion to  the  extent  of  14,000  feet,  while,  for  the  storage 
of  cast-iron  pipes,  provision  is  made  in  separate  premises 
at  No.  28  of  same  street.  In  the  basement  floor  of  the 
warehouse  the  ample  range  of  accommodation  enables 
Messrs.  MacLeod  to  submit  to  the  choice  and  selec- 
tion of  their  numerous  customers  collections  of  iron  and 
metal  merchandise  under  every  condition  of  careful 
departmental  arrangement.  This  establishment  is 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  best  arranged  in  its  immediate 
neighbourhood,  and  the  ordinary  visitor  to  the  premises 
will  at  once  observe  and  admire  the  carefulness  and 
method  by  which  the  firm  have  endeavoured  to  simplify 
the  work  of  the  buyer.  Prominent  among  the  assort- 
ments submitted  are  all  sizes  of  rolled  sheet  iron  and 
iron  hoops.  Gas,  water,  and  stove  pipes  and  fittings, 
sanitary  tanks,  baths,  and  closets  ;  and  among  these 
special  mention  may  be  made  of  the  clay  enamelled 
bath  as  being  the  best  style  of  bath  in  the  market  at  the 
present  time.  Messrs.  MacLeod  specialise  several 
cast-iron  baths  of  Glasgow  make  and  design,  and  in  a 
variety  of  enamels.  In  the  firm's  warehouses  may  be 
seen  many  improved  forms  of  street  lamps,  copper 
tanks,  zinc  and  copper  sheeting ;  and  Messrs. 
MacLeod  hold  one  ol  the  best  stocks  in  the  City  of 
underground  cast-iron  connecting  pipes,  or  specials  for 
gas  and  water  mains,  these  being  carefully  arranged 
according  to  form,  and  of  which  the  firm  always  hold  in 
stock  over  200  graduated  sizes,  and  perhaps  the  greater 
part  of  their  trade  consists  in  the  consignment  of 
underground  gas  and  water  pipes  to  all  parts  of  the 
world.  Messrs.  MacLeod  command  also  an  extensive 
trade  in  lead  sheets  and  pipes,  charcoal  tinplates, 
tinned  sheets,  seamless-drawn  copper  tubes,  rolled  brass, 
non-conducting  dry  hair  felt,  welded  bath  boilers, 
welded  hot  water  circulating  tanks,  ventilators  and 
chimney  cowls,  sky-lights,  kitchen  sinks,  sink  traps,  and 
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all  the  furnishings  for  the  plumbing,  tinsmith,  and 
slating  industries.  A  very  important  branch  of  their 
comprehensive  business  is  represented  in  the  supply  of 
steam  cocks  and  valves  of  brass  or  gun  metal,  and  many 
admirable  inventions  in  valves  and  gauges.  The  organ 
steam  fog  whistles  are  largely  supplied  from  this  house, 
as  also  are  Bourdon's  patent  pressure,  vacuum,  and 
compound  gauges,  made  from  patent  delta  metal.  For 
such  purposes  as  where  steam  is  required  at  a  lower 
pressure  than  in  the  boiler,  nothing  has  been  found  to 
equal  Auld's  patent  improved  reducing  valve  or  regula- 
tors, supplied  by  Messrs.  MacLeod  to  users  of  steam, 
and  bearing  the  test  of  daily  operation  in  the  various 
departments  of  manufacturing  activity,  not  only  in 
Glasgow,  but  all  over  the  country.  Weston's  differen- 
tial pulley  blocks,  Robinson's  syphon  box  or  steam  trap, 
and  the  London  pattern  of  wrought-iron  rope  pulley 
blocks  are  all  provided  by  Messrs.  MacLeod,  who  also 
supply  the  Sight-feed  engine  lubricator,  so  thoroughly 
appreciated  by  all  users  of  steam  power.  In  Messrs. 
MacLeod's  warehouse  are  also  to  be  found  many 
improved  forms  of  wall  fountains,  wells,  and  pillar 
fountains,  working  to  a  pressure  of  200  feet  head. 
Their  sluice  valves  are  of  the  best  construction  and 
design,  their  pressure  being  accurately  proved  before 
leaving  the  works  ;  while  similar  care  is  directed  to  their 
improved  rack  and  pinion  gas  valves  and  to  the  sound 
efficiency  of  their  fire  hydrants  or  mill  cocks,  Bateman 
and  Moore's  patent  ball  hydrants,  and  various  forms  of 
fire  extinguishing  apparatus,  in  which  all  the  latest 
improvements  are  effectively  embodied.  It  is  scarcely 
possible  within  the  space  limits  at  our  disposal  to  enter 
into  the  technical  merits  of  every  class  of  metal  work 
supplied  by  Messrs.  W.  MacLeod  &  Co.  There  is 
perhaps  no  form  of  trade  or  industry  to  which  their 
branches  of  merchandise  do  not  apply  ;  and  the  firm's 
illustrated  catalogue  forms  an  excellent  index  to  a  stock 
replete  with  moderately-priced  specialities  in  weights  of 
copper,  brass,  and  iron,  tin  and  lead  pipes,  mouth-pieces 
for  speaking  tubes,  bell-mounting,  and  pumps  (force 
and  lift),  yard,  Colonial,  and  plumbers  ;  also  holdfasts 
for  gas  and  water  pipes,  sunlights  and  reflectors,  India- 
rubber  hose  pipe  and  gas  tubing,  back  pressure  retain- 
ing valves,  pipe-jointing  tools,  beer  and  spirit  cocks, 
garden  hose  fittings,  brass  gas  and  water  fittings,  gas 
burners,  and  Thomas  Glover  &>  Co.'s  dry  gas  meters,  for 
which  the  firm  are  sole  agents  in  Scotland. 
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THE   GLENBOIG  UNION  FIRE-CLAY  Co.,  Limited,  Glenboig,  Cumbernauld,  and  Gartcosh. 

Offices — 4,  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow. 


In  connection  with  the  manufacture  of  fire-clay  goods, 
the  one  great  enterprise  which,  both  in  the  magnitude 
of  its  connections  and  the  unrivalled  excellence  of  its 
productions,  far  surpasses  all  other  concerns  of  its  kind 
in  the  United  Kingdom  is  the  Glenboig  Union  Fire- 
Clay  Company,  Limited,  whose  extensive  works, 
located  at  Glenboig,  near  Coatbridge, 
Cumbernauld,  and  Gartcosh,  have  long 
been  regarded  as  the  sources  of  an 
unlimited  supply  of  material  which 
plays  a  most  conspicuous  part  in 
modern  systems  of  sanitation  as  wel 
as  in  the  application  of  the  arts  and 
sciences  to  the  processes  of  manufacture 
and  commerce.  The  annals  of  the 
Glenboig  Union  Fire-Clay  Co.,  Limited,  commence 
from  the  year  1836,  when  the  works  were  first 
started.  For  several  years  the  manufactures  of  the 
concern  were  comparatively  small,  but  with  every 
advancing  year  the  total  output  increased,  owing  to  the 
fact  of  its  becoming  known  that  the  Glenboig  goods 
were  of  a  quality  unrivalled  for  the  resistance  of  high 
heats  and  changes  of  temperature,  and  were  economical 
when  compared  with  the  lower  priced  goods  which 
competed  with  them.     The  first  important  extension  of 
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designation  of  the  Glenboig  Union  Fire-Clay  Co., 
Limited,  the  vendors,  who  sold  to  the  company  works, 
leases,  and  goodwill,  binding  themselves  not  to  start  in 
the  same  line  of  business  for  15  years  from  date  of  sale. 
By  the  unanimous  wish  of  the  Board  of  Management, 
and  by  express  contract,  Mr.  James  Dunnachie  became 
managing  director  of  the  "  Union " 
Company,  so  that  the  present  manage- 
ment is  the  same  as  it  has  been  since 
i860.  The  fire-bricks  manufactured  by 
the  Company  are  unrivalled  in  excel- 
lence. No  less  an  authority  than 
Professor  Abel,  F.R.C.,  the  chemist  to 
the  War  Department,  has  shown  in  an 
analysis  table  of  the  different  fire- 
bricks used  at  the  Royal  Arsenal,  Woolwich,  that  the 
Glenboig  specimen,  by  reason  of  its  freedom  from 
alkalis  and  its  general  refractoriness,  was  found  on 
examination  to  be  superior  to  all  others  ;  and  there  is 
abundant  evidence  both  scientific,  technical,  and  prac- 
tical in  substantiation  of  the  experiments  in  question. 
The  works  are  of  great  extent  and  are  equipped  in 
unsurpassed  style.  The  business  headquarters  of  the 
concern  are  situate  at  Victoria  Buildings,  4,  West 
Regent    Street,    Glasgow,    while    heavy    stocks   of    the 
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the  works  took  place  in  i860,  when  they  became  the 
property  of  Messrs.  Thomson,  M'Lean,  &  Co.  That 
firm  existed  until  1865,  when,  on  the  retiral  of  one 
partner  and  the  death  of  another,  the  works  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  manager  (Mr.  James  Dunnachie,  the 
present  managing  director),  who  assumed  two  partners 
and  formed  the  Glenboig  Fire-Clay  Company.  In 
1872  the  Company  as  then  constituted  was  dissolved, 
and  the  three  partners  separated  ;  one  of  them  bought 
the  old  works,  and  continued  to  trade  under  the  old 
designation  (the  Glenboig  Fire-Clay  Company).  Mr. 
Dunnachie  leased  the  unlet  portion  of  the  Glenboig 
clay  field,  consisting  of  six-sevenths  of  the  whole,  and 
erected  the  Star  Works,  Glenboig.  The  quality  of  the 
goods  manufactured  at  these  works  was  such  that,  in  a 
very  short  time,  they  had  the  largest  output  of  any  fire- 
clay works  in  the  United  Kingdom.  In  the  year  1882 
the  two  Glenboig  Works  were  united  in  one  under  the 


Company's  specialities  are  kept  at  the  capacious  stores 
in  Globe  Street,  St.  Rollox,  Glasgow.  These  specialities 
comprise  the  requisite  bricks,  blocks,  &c,  essential 
in  the  construction  of  Siemens'  patent  regenerative  gas 
furnaces,  forges  and  rolling  mill  furnaces,  copper 
calcining  and  refining  furnaces,  glass  and  chemical 
furnaces,  puddling  and  blast  furnaces,  as  well  as  bricks 
for  Ford  and  Moncur's  stove,  Cowper's  stove,  Whit- 
well's  stove,  Bauer's  cook  oven,  Klonne's  gas  furnaces, 
Wilson's  and  other  producers.  The  Company  are  sole 
makers  in  Scotland  for  the  Thomas  Gilchrist  dephos- 
phorising process.  The  Company  also  hold  large  stocks 
of  the  special  bricks  used  in  connection  with  the 
Siemens-Martin  and  Bessemer  steel  processes ;  also 
Gorman  tubes,  runners,  nozles,  plugs,  &c,  Bessemer 
tuyeres,  Silicia  bricks  of  the  highest  quality  ("  Nocilis" 
brand)  used  for  steel  melting  furnaces,  blue  bricks  for 
acid  chambers,  gas  retorts  (of  which  the  company  make 
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over  4,000  annually),  with  all  kinds  of  settings,  glazed 
sewage  pipes,  cattle  troughs,  and  paving  tiles,  together 
with  many  other  appliances  of  equal  utility  and  value. 
Many  testimonials  have  from  time  to  time  been  obtained 
by  the  Company   at    the   principal   exhibitions   of   the 


CUMBERNAULD      WORKS. 


world,  and  in  no  case  have  they  failed  to  secure  the 
highest  award  given  for  their  particular  class  of  good's. 
Among  others  we  may  mention  Paris  (1878),  where  no 
fewer  than  three  silver  medals  were  secured  ;  Satiago, 
Chili  (1875),  a  prize  medal;  London  (1884),  first-class 
award;  London  (1885),  a  gold  medal ;  Calcutta  (1884), 
highest  award  for  fire-bricks  ;  Amsterdam  (1883),  a  gold 
medal ;  Glasgow  (1880),  two  medals  of  the  Philosophical 
Society;  Melbourne  (1880  and  1889),  four  medals  ;  In- 
ventions Exhibition  (1885),  a  silver  medal;  Glasgow 
Mining  Exhibition  (1885),  two  silver  medals  ;  Antwerp 
(1885),  a  gold  and  a  bronze  medal  ;  and  a  silver  medal 
at  the  Smoke  Abatement  Exhibition  held  in  London  in 
1882,  and  at  the  Edinburgh  and  Liverpool  Exhibitions 
of  1886  silver  medals  were  awarded ;  at  Edinburgh 
(1890)  a  gold  medal.  At  the  Paris  Exposition  Univer- 
selle  of  1889,  the  Company  were  awarded  two  gold  and 
one  silver  medal.  As  might  be  expected,  an  immense 
business  has  been  the  result.  Mr.  Dunnachie  has 
greatly  distinguished  himself  by  the  invention  of  a 
system  of  kiln -burning  which  has  attracted  the  close 
attention  and  elicited  the  entire  admiration  of  scientists 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  We  may  remark  that 
various  persons  have  made  attempts   to   produce  a  kiln 


for  firing  bricks  on  the  heat-regenerative  principle,  but  in 
no  case  were  any  efforts  in  that  direction  attended  with 
practical  and  commercially  successful  results  until  the 
matter  was  taken  in  hand  by  Mr.  Dunnachie  in  1880. 
As  regards  the  kind  of  fuel  best  adapted  for  the  new 
process  of  burning  fire-bricks,  Mr.  Dunnachie  had  long 
previously  made  up  his  mind  to  the  use  of  gaseous  fuel, 
and  the  best  mode  of  practically  using  the  same. 
Of  course  it  involved  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of 
heat  regeneration,  and  in  a  way  not  only  modified  to 
suit  the  special  circumstances  of  the  case,  but  so 
radically  differing  from  the  Siemens'  system  of  regenera- 
tion that  the  device  practically  amounts  to  a  new  and 
important  invention.  It  would  be  impossible  within  the 
space  of  the  present  brief  sketch  to  give  an  adequate 
description  of  Mr.  Dunnachie's  gas  kiln  ;  suffice  it  to  say 
it  has  been  adopted  with  the  greatest  success  both  at 
the  Works  of  the  Glenboig  Union  Co.  and  also 
wheresoever  else  it  has  been  introduced.  It  has  excited 
especial  attention  in  the  United  States,  and  has  formed 


CARTCOSH    WORKS. 


the  subject  of  a  paper  read  before  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Mining  Engineers  by  Professor  Thomas  Egleston 
Ph.D.,  of  New  York.  We  may  add,  in  conclusion,  that 
Mr.  Dunnachie  occupies  a  conspicuous  position  in 
Scottish  commercial  circles,  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to 
attribute  to  that  gentleman's  magnificent  organising  and 
administrative  ability  the  sound  position  and  ever- 
augmenting  prosperity  which  the  Glenboig  Union 
Fire-Clav  Company  (Limited)  undoubtedly  enjoy. 


PATON,  BROWN,  &  CO.,  Manufacturers  of  Dress  Goods,  Shirtings,  Skirtings,  etc., 
Glengarnock,  Ayrshire.  Glasgow  Warehouse  :  176,  Ingram  Street.  London  Office  :  72, 
Watling  Street.  Telegraphic  addresses:  "  Kersland,  Glasgow;"  "  Kersland,  Glengarnock;" 
"  Knickers,    London." 


The  large  and  important  manufacturing  concern  con- 
trolled by  the  above  firm  now  ranks  amongst  the  fore- 
most in  the  City.  It  was  founded  in  1864,  but  within 
the  last  fifteen  years  has  so  extended  its  connection  and 
amplified  its  business  capacity,  that  the  position  it  now 
holds  is  indubitably  of  the  first  importance.  The  head- 
quarters of  the  concern  are  at  Glengarnock,  Ayrshire, 
on  the  main  line  of  railway,  nineteen  miles  south-west 
of  Glasgow,  where  the  extensive  works  belonging  to  the 
firm  afford  employment  to  about  300  hands,  while  the 
various  buildings  which  the  works  comprise  extend  over 
an  area  of  four  acres.  The  specialty  of  the  business  is  in 
the  production  of  dress  fabrics  ;  and  in  these,  as  well  as  in 


various  other  classes  of  goods — including  shirtings  of 
every  description,  skirtings,  etc. — the  firm  are  favourably 
known  throughout  all  the  home  markets  of  the  country. 
The  distributive  centres  for  their  various  productions 
are  (excluding  agencies)  their  Glasgow  warehouse  at 
176,  Ingram  Street,  and  their  London  office  at  72, 
Watling  Street.  To  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
trade,  the  firm  have  recently  augmented  their  available 
power  by  the  addition  of  several  hundred  wide  looms, 
with  all  the  latest  modern  improvements,  thereby 
making  the  Glengarnock  Weaving  Factory,  in  regard 
alike  to  its  capacity,  its  plant,  and,  we  may  add,  its 
management  and  connection,  one  of  the  most  thoroughly 
efficient  factories  at  present  in  operation. 
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WILLIAM    McLAREN,    SONS    &   Co.,    Merchants   and   Manufacturers,   5, 

Glasgow. 


Hanover  Street, 


The  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  has 
probably  been  conspicuous  more  than  any  other  period 
in  the  annals  of  international  commerce  for  progressive 
development  and  for  exceptionally  vigorous  expansion 
of  certain  departments  of  trade.  So  far  as  Glasgow  is 
concerned,  the  business  of  the  wholesale  '  dry  goods  ' 
merchant  has  displayed  an  activity  of  growth  that,  in 
comparison  with  most  other  branches  of  industrial 
enterprise,  has  been  little  short  of  extraordinary.  It 
has  been  no  '  unseen  force '  that  has  produced  this 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs,  for  the  impetus  has  been 
directly  supplied  by  those  great  Glasgow  firms  whose 
keen  oversight  enabled  them  to  perceive  open  markets 
for  their  specialties  in  every  recognised  trading  centre  of 
the  civilised  world.  Occupying  a  foremost  rank  among 
these  pioneers  of  Glasgow's  mercantile  progress,  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  William  McLaren,  Sons  and  Co. 
claims  special  notice  at  the  hands  of  the  student 
of  industrial  advance,  and  it  may  safely  be 
averred  that  the  annals  of  mercantile  activity  in  Great 
Britain  present  no  more  interesting  illustration  of  what 
can  be  achieved  by  sound  commercial  methods  than 
the  history  of  the  firm  in  question  affords.  This 
eminent  house  of  wholesale  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers entered  upon  its  career  of  trading  activity  and 
enterprise  on  the  17th  day  of  June,  1S01.  The  original 
founders  of  the  business  were  Messrs.  James  McLaren 
and  J.  Grierson,  and  the  primary  operations  of  the 
concern  were  conducted  in  comparatively  insignificant 
premises  in  what  was  then  known  as  the  Westergate,  but 
which  has  in  more  modern  times  blossomed  forth  into 
the  magnificent  Trongate  of  Glasgow.  Within  a  short 
period  of  the  firm's  foundation,  the  partnery  was 
augmented  by  the  assumption  of  Messrs.  Alexander 
and  Peter  McLaren.  These  gentlemen  soon  determined, 
however,  on  a  more  independent  procedure  in  business 
activity,  and,  withdrawing  from  the  Glasgow  firm,  they 
established,  under  the  style  of  Messrs.  A.  and  P.  McLaren, 
a  house  in  Manchester,  which  attained  to  high  distinc- 
tion in  the  commercial  system  of  wealthy  Lancashire. 
Subsequent  to  the  withdrawal  of  these  gentlemen, 
Messrs.  McLaren  and  Grierson  assumed  into  the 
partnership  a  Mr.  Henderson,  but  this  arrangement 
subsisted  for  but  a  short  time.  Mr.  James 
took  into  partnership  his  brother,  Mr.  William 
McLaren  ;  thus  the  nucleus  of  the  great  concern  in  its 
present  form  was  laid.  The  new  trading  designation  of 
the  firm  became  James  and  William  McLaren  and 
Company,  the  "Co."  representing  a  Mr.  Abercrombie, 
a  gentleman  who  had  long  and  efficiently  travelled,  in 
the  interests  of  the  business,  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Another  important 
change  was  effected  in  the  constitution  of  the  house 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  Alexander  McLaren,  of  Manches- 
ter— (his  brother,  Peter  McLaren,  had  already  pre- 
deceased him) — whereupon,  Mr.  James  McLaren  quitted 
Glasgow  and  became  the  senior  partner  in  the  English 
firm  of  Messrs.  James  McLaren  and  Nephews.  In  the 
year  1845,  Mr.  Abercrombie  having  previously  retired 
from    the    Glasgow   concern,    Mr.    William     McLaren 


assumed  his  son,  Mr.  James  McLaren,  and  in  due 
course, ,  another  son,  Mr.  Robert  McLaren,  when  the 
present  style  of  the  firm  was  finally  adopted.  The 
present  head  of  the  house  is  Mr.  John  McLaren,  a 
nephew  of  Mr.  William.  This  gentleman  entered  the 
establishment  in  1841,  and  having  assiduously  worked 
his  way  to  the  highest  position  of  trust,  he  was  eventually 
(in  1855)  taken  into  the  partnership,  and  most  worthily 
has  he  justified,  by  his  subsequent  career,  the  entire 
and  absolute  confidence  which,  from  the  first,  his 
chiefs  had  reposed  in  his  ability,  energy,  and  integrity. 
In  the  year  1857,  Mr.  James  McLaren  retired  from  the 
business,  and,  six  years  later,  the  firm  sustained  a  double 
loss  in  the  lamented  death  of  Mr.  William  McLaren 
and  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Robert.  Mr.  John  McLaren 
was  now  left  in  the  onerous  position  of  sole  surviving 
partner,  but,  conscious  of  the  success  which  had 
previously  attended  every  new  infusion  of  capital  and 
brain  into  the  working  of  the  already  successful  concern, 
Mr.  John  McLaren  assumed  as  partners  Mr.  James 
Miller  (formerly  of  Messrs.  Stavert,  Zigomala,  Miller 
and  Co.)  and  Mr.  Robert  Ker  Watson-,  the  latter  of 
whom  retired  from  the  concern  in  1871,  through  ill 
health.  To  the  historian  of  Glasgow's  ever-interesting 
annals,  the  progress  of  the  firm  affords  a  striking 
chapter.  The  identical  ledger  is  still  extant  wherein 
is  recorded  the  earliest  business  transaction  of  the 
house  ;  it  bears  date  7th  June,  1801,  and  sets  forth  the 
opening  of  an  account  with  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland. 
As  an  evidence,  too,  of  the  stability  of  the  trading 
relationships  established  by  Messrs.  William  McLaren, 
Sons  and  Co.,  we  may  mention  that  there  are  in  the 
time-yellowed  volume  the  records  of  two  accounts  opened 
with  celebrated  Glasgow  firms,  one  with  Messrs.  A. 
and  J.  Crum  in  1805,  the  other  a  year  later  with  the 
house  of  Messrs.  William  Stirling  and  Sons.  It  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  the  cordial  relations  thus  opened 
eighty-five  years  ago  continued  till  the  present,  and  the 
most  amicable  relations  still  subsist  between  the  firms 
in  question.  Reverting  to  the  modern  business  of  the 
house,  a  few  words  must  be  said  about  the  magnificent 
pile  of  buildings  in  which  the  large  business  of  the  firm 
is  now  conducted.  The  present  stately  pile  was  pur- 
chased in  1859,  and,  without  doubt,  the  warehouse 
constitutes  one  of  the  most  prominent  architectural 
features  of  the  city.  Some  conception  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  structure  may  be  formed  from  the  fact  that  the 
superficial  area  of  the  ground  floor  covers  between 
11,000  and  12,000  square  feet.  A  splendid  facade 
to  Hanover  Street,  rising  to  an  altitude  of  five  storeys 
and  a  basement,  and  measuring  fully  150  feet  from  end 
to  end,  affords  an  aspect  that  is  almost  unique,  even  in 
a  city  distinguished  by  many  fine  specimens  of 
architectural  genius.  Entering  by  the  spacious 
vestibule  which  leads  to  the  counting  house  and  ware- 
house, our  first  instinct  is  to  note  the  arrangement  of 
the  official  and  administrative  departments,  whence  are 
pulled  all  the  well-ordered  threads  that  keep  the  great 
organisation  in  motion  and  prevent  friction  in  working 
out  the  operations  of  the  concern.     Accommodated  in 
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very  suitably  furnished '  offices  are  a  staff  of  clerks, 
book-keepers,  etc.,  busy  registering  the  business 
transacted  and  conducting  the  correspondence  that  the 
enterprise  daily  involves.  Passing  on  our  tour  of 
inspection  to  the  basement,  we  reach  the  shipping 
and  packing  departments.  For  the  efficient  control  of 
the  work  here  no  expense  has  been  spared  by  the  firm. 
There  is  a  thorough  equipment  of  hydraulic  presses, 
whose  noiseless  but  effective  motion  secures  compact- 
ness and  shapeliness  to  the  newly-packed  bale  ;  there 
is  also  a  powerful  hydraulic  hoist,  communicating  with 
each  of  the  separate  floors  of  the  building,  by  which  a 
great  saving  of  time  and  labour  effort  is  effected.  On 
the  basement  floor  will  also  be  found  large  stocks  of 
cotton  cloths  in  grey,  white,  hollands,  checks,  stripes, 
shirtings,  etc.,  and  no  less  representative  assortment  of 
flannels,  blankets,  worsted  serges,  and  plaidings.  On 
the  ground  floor  will  be  found  the  linens,  canvasses, 
hessians,  ticks,  etc.,  etc.,  while  the  stocks  of  towellings 
and  napery  here  provided  is  probably  the  most  com- 
prehensive and  valuable  in  Scotland  at  the  present 
day.  Ascending  to  the  first  floor,  a  magnificent 
assortment  of  goods  is  displayed  in  rich  profusion.  The 
items  embrace  handkerchiefs  and  ginghams,  Scotch 
tweeds  from  Bannockburn,  Hawick,  Galashiels,  and 
other  sources ;  English  broad  cloths  both  from  the 
Yorkshire  and  West  of  England  district  ;  and  fustians, 
velveteens,  and  moleskins  from  the  best  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  looms.  An  interesting  department  of  the 
house  is  that  devoted  to  a  leading  speciality,  the  fancy 
shawls,  of  which  large  stocks  are  held.  This  depart- 
ment is  located  on  the  second  floor,  where  may  also  be 
found  stuffs,  French  merinoes,  delaines,  and  fancy 
dresses,  including  Scotch  tartans,  costume  cloths,  and 
beiges.  Passing,  in  our  tour  of  inspection,  to  the  third 
floor,  the  department  of  prints,  winceys,  skirts,  and 
shirtings  will  be  found,  as  well  as  a  varied  stock  of 
shirts,  unions,  and  woollens.  The  fourth  floor  is  more 
especially  devoted  to  the  goods  for  ladies,  and  here  will 
be  found  the  departments  of  muslins,  lace  curtains, 
blinds,  small  wares,  and  ladies'  scarves,  corsets,  um- 
brellas, hosiery,  ties,  scarves,  mantles,  jackets,  and 
every  description  of  mantle  cloth.  The  topmost  floor 
is    devoted   to   workrooms  which   are   roomy  and  well 


ventilated,  and  are  supplied  with  every  labour-saving 
appliance  that  modern  skill  could  devise.  Electric 
bells  and  other  modes  of  communication  are  abundantly 
en  evidence,  and  nothing  seems  to  be  awanting  in  the 
organisation  of  the  large  establishment.  It  will  have 
been  seen  that  Messrs.  William  McLaren,  Sons  and 
Co.'s  business  is  exceedingly  comprehensive  in  its  scope, 
and  many  of  their  leading  lines,  such  as  cotton,  linen, 
and  woollen  shirts,  muslin  curtains,  and  ladies'  mantles 
are  manufactured  under  the  direct  auspices  of  the  firm. 
The  present  partners  are  John  McLaren,  Esq.,  J. P., 
long  associated  with  the  Glasgow  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  President  1883-4  ;  a  Member  of  Merchants' 
House,  and  a  Director  of  the  Glasgow  Industrial 
Schools;  James  Miller,  Esq.,  J. P.,  President  Outdoor 
Mission  to  the  Blind,  Director  of  the  Blind  Asylum,  and 
of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  ;  and  James  Miller, 
Junior,  Esq.,  admitted  partner  20th  June,  1890,  after  a 
thorough  probation  spent  in  the  various  departments  of 
the  business.  The  house  has  its  army  of  employes,  its 
faithful  band  of  representatives,  scattered  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  its 
no  less  potent  allies  carefully  watching  over  its  best 
interests  on  foreign  shores  and  in  far-distant  colonies. 
The  London  branch  of  the  firm  is  in  13,  Aldermanbury 
Avenue,  E.C.,  and  branches  are  conducted  at  326, 
Flinders  Lane,  Melbourne ;  Bond  Street  Chambers, 
Sydney;  Church  Street  Chambers,  Capetown;  as  well 
as  in  Canada  and  other  famous  markets.  We  have 
traced,  with  some  attempt  at  minuteness,  the  history 
of  the  growth  and  progress  of  a  leading  British  mercan- 
tile institution.  We  have  endeavoured  to  avoid  the 
use  of  all  unnecessary  laudatory  language,  inasmuch 
as  the  commercially  instructed  reader  does  not  need  it, 
and  the  members  of  the  firm  would  distinctly  disapprove 
of  it.  We  cannot  close  this  review  of  a  great  concern 
without  saying  that  no  small  share  of  the  firm's  past 
success  and  present  prosperity  is  directly  attributable 
to  the  governing  spirit  of  staunch  and  fearless  integrity, 
honour,  and  unswerving  rectitude  which  has  guided 
the  house  steadily  along  the  path  of  progress,  a  spirit 
which  is  not  likely  to  fail  the  executive  now,  but  is 
destined  to  lead  the  house  to  still  higher  achievments 
in  the  domain  of  industrial  and  mercantile  activity. 


Messrs.    STRATTAN    &   MACKAY,   Decorative    Upholsterers,    Cabinet  and  Art  Furniture 

Makers,    92,    Woodlands    Road,    Glasgow. 


This  firm  has  only  recently  commenced  business 
as  high-class  furnishers  and  specialists  in  the  art  of 
decorative  upholstery,  but  has  certainly  started  under 
the  most  favourable  auspices.  Both  partners  are  highly 
qualified  and  eminently  practical  men.  Mr.  Strattan 
was  for  many  years  with  Messrs.  Wylie  and  Lochhead, 
Limited,  subsequently  with  Messrs.  Alexander  and 
Howell,  and  latterly,  for  six  years,  as  foreman  uphol- 
sterer with  Mr.  Thomas  Murray,  in  Sauchiehall  Street. 
Mr.  Mackay  has  attained  position  as  a  tasteful  and 
practical  cabinet-maker  through  experience  gained  in 
several  of   the   first-class  houses  in   Glasgow.      Under 


such  able  supervision  the  position  of  the  firm  is 
secure.  The  premises,  in  Woodlands  Road,  com- 
prise an  artistically  arranged  showroom  to  the 
front  and  stores  and  workshops  to  the  rear.  The 
showroom  displays  a  most  recherche  stock  of  high- 
class  modern  art  furniture  tastefully  relieved  by  tapestry 
and  decorative  art  fabrics  of  the  handsomest  design  and 
best  quality.  The  firm  have  already  secured  many 
influential  and  representative  patrons,  and  are  steadily 
widening  the  scope  of  their  operations.  They  have  a 
splendid  field  for  their  skill  and  enterprise  in  the 
fashionable  West  End  district,  and  we  wish  them  every 
success  in  their  important  undertaking. 
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DAVID    MacBRAYNE,    Steamship    Owner,    119,    Hope    Street,    Glasgow. 


When  the  time  shall  arrive  for  the  annals  of  Scottish 
steamship  enterprise  to  be  penned  and  the  due  need  of 
praise  apportioned  to  the  most  deserving  participators 
in  that  industry,  no  individual  name  will  call  forth 
better-deserved  eulogy  than  that  of  Mr.  David 
MacBrayne,  the  spirited  and  enterprising  proprietor  of 


the  splendid  fleet  of  steamers  which  ply  between  Glas- 
gow and  the  Western  Highlands  of  Scotland.  Mr. 
MacBrayne  commenced  his  fruitful  business  career  just 
forty  years  ago  in  association  with  Messrs.  David  and 
Alexander  Hutcheson.  For  many  years — since  1878 — 
Mr.  MacBrayne  has  solely  guided  the  affairs  of  the 
concern.  He  has,  during  the  entire  period  of  his  con- 
nection with  business,  laboured  at  the  work  of  improving 
the  means  of  reaching  the  various  places  of  interest  and 
importance  approachable  from  the  Clyde.  The  nooks 
and  crannies  of  the  Western  Highlands  are  extremely 
magnificent,  and  their  merits  from  the  scenic  point  of 
view  can  hardly  be  over-estimated ;  but  it  is  almost 
certain  that  many  of  these  exquisite  beauties  would 
never  have  been  made  familiar  to  the  tourist  had  it  not 
been  for  the  splendid  fleet  of  steamers  which  Mr. 
MacBrayne  has  rendered  ubiquitous  in  these  waters. 
Mr.  MacBrayne  has  provided  the  means  of  transit  on  a 
scale  of  magnificence  that  is  astounding  to  most  people 
who  fail  to  see  in  success  the  true  measure  of  commercial 
merit.  In  1864,  the  splendid  steamer  "  Iona  "  was 
placed  on  the  station,  and  for  a  long  period  ranked  as 
the  finest  vessel  of  her  class  in  existence.  She  measured 
260  feet  in  length,  and  was  supplied  with  engines  of  180 
horse  power.  Later,  the  "  Columba  "  was  built — a 
floating  palace  rather  than  a  mere  pleasure-steamer.  The 
"Columba"  has  a  total  length  of  316  feet,  a  breadth 
across  paddle  boxes  of  50  feet,  a  depth  of  9  feet  4  inches, 
and  can  attain  a  speed  of  22  miles  per  hour.  The  prin- 
cipal vessels  of  this  magnificent  fleet  at  the  present  time 
include  the  "  Fusileer,"  251  tons  and  900  horse  power  ; 
the  "  Grenadier,"  371  tons  and  1050  horse  power  ; 
the  "Chevalier,"  292  tons  and  845  horsepower;  the 
"  Pioneer,"  209  tons  and  600  horse  power ;  the  "  Lochiel," 
211  tons  and  410  horse  power;  the  "Glencoe,"  226  tons 
and  700  horse  power,  and  several  other  notable  vessels 
devoted  exclusively  to  the  passenger  service,  not  to 
mention  the  magnificent  fleet  commissioned  to  convey 
both  passengers  and  goods.  "  The  Columba,"  as  is  well 
known,  plies  during  the  summer  months  between  Glas- 
gow and  Ardrishaig  (Loch  Fyne),  via  Kyles  of  Bute, 
calling  at  Rothesay,  East  Tarbert,  and  other  intermediate 
ports,  leaving  Glasgow  daily  at  7  a.m.,  and  having 
several  important  railway  connections  both  for  mail 
ssrvice  and  passengers,  and  returning  from  Ardrishaig 
daily  about  1  p.m.,  in  connection  with  the  "Chevalier" 
or  other  steamer  from  Banavie,  Fort  William,  and 
Oban,  thus  completing  a  daily  journey  of  180  miles.  It 
is  not  part  of  the  historian's  business  to  dilate  in  these 
pages  upon  the  extraordinary  grandeur  and  magnifi- 
cence of  the  scenery  traversed  daily  by  Mr.  Mac- 
Brayne's  floating  palaces  :  suffice  it  to  say  that  rugged 


cliffs  and  gorgeous  watery  expanse  combine  with  ten 
thousand  features  of  antiquarian,  archaeological,  and 
ecclesiastical  interest  to  make  a  trip  in  these  Western 
Highlands  by  Mr.  MacBrayne's  routes  a  delightful 
experience,  never  to  be  obliterated  from  the  mind  of  the 
tourist.  Mr.  MacBrayne,  with  characteristic  enterprise, 
has  published  a  handbook,  elegantly  illustrated  in 
colours,  pointing  out  some  of  the  leading  features  of 
interest,  and  we  would  strongly  recommend  the  intending 
tourist  to  carefully  peruse  this  ably  written  manual 
preparatory  to  sharing  in  the  view  of  the  magnificent 
panorama  disclosed  to  him  who  essays  a  trip  on  these 
splendid  steamers.  With  respect  to  the  accommoda- 
tion afforded  during  the  trip,  we  may  be  justified, 
perhaps,  in  here  giving  a  brief  description  of  the  many 
facilities  which  the  leading  steamers  of  the  fleet 
provide.  Taking  the  "  Columba  "  as  an  example,  we 
note  that  the  upper  saloon  is  very  luxuriously  fitted  up 
in  the  style  of  Pullman  cars,  and  in  the  interior  are 
reading  tables,  writing  desks,  and  lounges.  The  win- 
dows are  carried  round  at  the  stern,  affording  a  fine 
view  of  the  scenery  behind.  The  breakfast  and  dining 
saloon,  which  is  8  feet  high  and  well  ventilated,  has  a 
series  of  separate  circular  tables,  and  meals  are  served 
at  any  time.  The  dining  saloon  for  fore-cabin  passen- 
gers, too,  is  remarkably  light  and  airy.  The  ladies'  and 
gentlemen's  cabins  are  elegantly  fitted  up  with  toilet 
requisites,  and  there  is  a  haircutting  and  shampooing 
establishment  aboard  under  efficient  control.  Tourists 
who  have  travelled  overnight  can  avail  themselves  of 
the  luxury  of  a  bath  ;  there  are  also  cloak  rooms  for  the 
deposit  of  passengers'  handbags  ;  bookstalls  and  fruit- 
stalls  both  for  cabin  and  steerage  passengers.  Another 
great  institution  here  is  the  Post  Office,  where  letters, 
telegrams,  etc.,  are  received,  stamped,  sorted,  and 
distributed  at  every  calling-place  along  the  route,  for 
transmission  to  all  parts.  This  affords  an  immense  con- 
venience to  tourists,  as  well  as  to  inhabitants  along  the 
route.  No  fewer  than  95,000  letters  have  passed  through 
this  office  in  a  month,  over  450  telegrams  have  been 
handed  in,  and  upwards  of  ^70  received  for  stamps  in 
the  same  space  of  time.  The  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions of  the  Post  Office  department  being  more  than 
realized,  has  induced  the  Postmaster-General  to  add  to 
the  staff.  Three  Post  Office  officials  travel  with  the 
"  Columba."  Postal  orders  can  be  had,  and  those 
issued  at  any  money-order  office  in  the  Kingdom  cashed 
on  board  the  steamer. 

Of  Mr.  David  MacBrayne,  the  guiding  spirit  of 
this  splendid  enterprise,  it  is  almost  superfluous  to 
speak  in  these  pages.  He  is  a  shrewd,  courteous 
business  man,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  highly  esteemed  personages 
moving  in  the  impressive  arena  of  Glasgow's  commercial 
life.  But  his  chief  glory,  we  consider,  consists  in  his 
having  succeeded  in  inaugurating  a  line  of  steamers 
which,  regarded  purely  from  the  tourist  point  of  view, 
is  unrivalled  in  its  attractions  and  in  the  wide  variety  it 
affords  in  the  way  of  trips  extending  from  a  day  to 
weeks  in  point  of  time,  and  from  a  few  shillings  to 
several  pounds  in  point  of  expense.  All  classes  have 
been  judiciously  catered  for,  and  all  classes  unite  in 
patronising  the  Line  and  spreading  its  fame,  and  thus 
Mr.  MacBrayne  reaps  a  magnificent  reward  in  return  for 
public  benefits  conferred  and  facilities  created  for  the  ful- 
lest appreciation  of  Scotia's  glorious  Western  Highlands. 
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FRANCIS    SPITE    &    Co.,  Limited,   Wholesale 
Warehousemen,  26,  28,  and  30, 

There  are  probably  few  establishments  of  the  kind 
in  the  United  Kingdom  that  take  so  comprehensive  a 
form  as  that  of  Messrs.  Francis  Spite  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
of  Glasgow.  The  founder  of  the  enterprise,  Mr. 
Francis  Spite,  has  had  a  life-long  experienc3  of 
business,  which,  as 
the  most  cursory 
view  of  the  im- 
mense concern  in 
St.  Enoch  Square 
will  sufficiently  evi- 
dence, he  has  turned 
to  most  excellent 
accjunt.  Mr.  Spite 
was  born  at  Slea- 
ford  in  Lincoln- 
shire, serving  his 
apprenticeship 
there.  After  a  few 
years  spent  with 
the  old  and  re- 
nowned firm  of 
St  able  forth  and 
Dandy,  in  Spald- 
ing, he  removed 
to  London,  and 
entered  the  house 
of  Messrs.  James 
Budgett  and  Sin, 
Limited,  eventually 
becoming  one  of 
their  travellers.  In 
the  year  1876  he 
came  to  Glasgow 
and  opened  up  a 
fine  business  on  his 
own  account  in 
New  City  Road. 
Keenly  alive  to  the 
commercial  neces- 
sities of  a  fiercely 
competitive  age,  he 
adopted  a  strictly 
cash  system,  acted 
on  the  dictum  of 
"  quick  returns  and 
small  profits,"  sup- 
plied only  the  fresh- 
est and  best  goods, 
and  soon  found  him- 
self in  possession 
of  a  rapidly  growing 
business,  to  which 
department  after  de- 
partment  was  added 

with  pleasing  rapidity.  A  more  commodi  jus  and 
central  location  soon  became  imperative,  and,  oppor- 
tunely, the  superb  premises  now  occupied  were  secured. 
He  had  "  felt  bottom  "  thoroughly  by  this  time,  and 
henceforth  the  process  of  evolution  was  a  rapid  one. 
The  "Economic  Supply  Stores"  soon  justified  their 
designation,  and  came  rapidly  to   the  front   among  the 


and    Retail    Grocers,    Druggists,    and    Italian 
St.  Enoch  Square,  Glasgow. 

mammoth  establishments  of  the  City.  The  premises 
occupy  a  fine  position  in  St.  Enoch  Square,  in  the 
centre  of  the  side  opposite  to  the  great  station  of  the 
Glasgow  and  South- Western  Railway  Company.  The 
front  is  imposing  enough,  rising  as  it  does  to  six  lofty 

storeys,  but  the 
architectural  fea- 
tures of  the  struc- 
ture have  been 
subordinated  to 
utilitarian  ones. 
The  lower  storey  is 
simply  a  range  of 
doors  and  lofty 
plate  -  glass  win  - 
dows,  above  which 
appears  the  desig- 
nation of  the  con- 
cern, prefixed  by 
the  letters  S.  P. 
Q.  R.  (Small  Pro- 
fits and  Quick 
Returns)  indicating 
the  leading  maxim 
of  the  business. 
Springing  from  the 
cornice,  above  the 
name  cf  the  firm, 
eight  slender  pilas- 
ters run  right  to 
the  roof,  crossed 
by  the  mouldings 
cf  each  sti  rey,  and 
affording  the  maxi- 
mum of  space  for 
window  purposes. 
The  upper  and  attic 
storeys  are  hand- 
somely ornamented, 
balustraded,  and 
arcaded  after  a  rich- 
ly carved  design. 
In  the  immense 
space  of  the  inte- 
iior  are  housed  all 
the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  busi- 
ness, perfectly  or- 
ganised, fully 
manned,  and 
equipped  with  every 
speciality.  The 
fittings,  down  to 
the  Lam  son  cash 
railways,  have  been 
designed  and  carried  out  in  the  most  excellent 
manner,  offering  at  once  first-rate  convenience  for 
both  shelving  and  display  of  goods.  Many  of  the 
assistants  are  young  ladies,  adding  an  additional 
charm  to  the  busy  scene.  Mr.  Spite  is  the 
Managing  Director,  and  practically  controls  the  entire 
business.     Associated  with  him  in  the  directorate  of  the 


D 


56 


Commercial    Glasgow. 


Company  are  Mr.  H.  C.  Harrison  (who  devotes 
himself  mainly  to  financial  and  counting-house 
management)  and  Mr.  James  Cockburn  (who  has  sole 
charge  of  the  Drug  and  Dispensing  Department). 

The   Company  is  a  limited  one,  and  was  organised 
in  order  to  carry  on  the  Drug  and   Dispensing  Depart- 
ment  in  accordance  with  certain  legislative  provisions, 
which  required  that   one   of  the  partners  should  be  a 
qualified  pharmaceutical  chemist.     This  was  effected  in 
November,    1887,    and    the   firm    henceforth   took     its 
present  corporate  title.     It  is  very  difficult  to  give  any 
adequate  idea  of  this  vast  and  comprehensive  concern. 
The  general  idea  seems  to  be  the  supply,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible,  of  every  requirement  of  customers  as  far  as  they 
can  be  associated  with  the  main  business.     Thus,  in  this 
emporium,  there  are,  in  addition  to  the  grocery,  provi- 
sion, and  drug  sections,  a  flesher's  department  and  con- 
fectionery and  stationery  departments.     Powerful  lifts, 
too,  run  from  bottom  to  top,  offering  great  facility  for 
transport.       An    efficient    executive    and    distributive 
organisation  attends  to  the  prompt  delivery  of  goods  to 
all  parts  of  the   City  and   suburbs,  the  railway  stations, 
and  steamboat  offices.     Such,  in  brief,  are  a  few  of  the 
external  features  of  this  great  enterprise.      Let  us  now 
turn  for  a  moment  to  the  penetralia  of  the  business  itself. 
It  would   be  idle  to  attempt  to  catalogue  even   one  in  a 
thousand  of  the  innumerable  items  dealt   in,    consider- 
ing   that,   since    all    are   uniformly  of  special    value,   it 
would  be  invidious  to  point  to   this  or  that  article  as 
indicating  the   high   level   on    which    operations    were 
pursued.     The  main,  as  it  is   the   original,  element   of 
the  business   is  the  range   of  departments  dealing  with 
grocery,  provision,    Italian,    and    oilmen's   specialities. 
This    may   include    the    fresh    meat    department    since 
added.       Now   even    a    cursory    inspection    will    soon 
impress   upon   the   visitor   that   in    these   departments, 
both    as    regards    the    wholesale    and    retail    trade,  the 
house    is    facile   princeps   in    the    City,    and    holds    the 
most  select  and  valuable  stock,  procured  from  the  best 
sources,  bearing  the  most  celebrated  brands,  and  of  the 
freshest  selection.     In  fact,  so  far  as  the  freshness  of  the 
goods   goes,  the    enormous    and   rapid  turnover  of  the 
house  and  its  resources  gives  it  at  once  an  opportunity 
of  continually   buying  new  stock,   and  of   buying  it  in 
the  great   markets  of  Liverpool  or   London  on   excep- 
tional terms   and  in   large  quantities.     Whether   it  be 
Wiltshire  bacon  or   Stilton   cheese,  French   confections 
or   Irish  eggs,  Belfast   hams  or  kippered  herrings,   the 
customer  is  always  sure  of  obtaining  the  best  goods  on 
the   market   at  the  lowest  possible   price.       When   the 
multitudinous  items  of  the  grocery  and  Italian  business 
are  considered,  this  high  state  of  commercial  efficiency 
speaks    volumes    for    the    ability    of    Mr.     Spite,    his 
departmental  chiefs,  and  buyers.     It  is  necessary  to  say 
a   word,   in   conclusion,   about   the   splendid   Drug  and 
Dispensing  section,  now  over  three  years  in  existence. 
The   general    drug    shop    and    dispensing    department 
occupies,  conveniently,  a  portion  of   the  ground  floor. 


Great  attention  is  given  to  procure  drugs  of  the  finest 
quality,  a  point  of  vital  importance  in  critical  cases. 
The  manager,  as  we  have  previously  stated,  is  Mr. 
James  Cockburn,  for  five  years  with  the  Glasgow 
Apothecaries'  Company,  and  a  qualified  pharmacist. 
Briefly,  the  stock  includes  all  the  drugs  and  preparations 
of  our  own  and  foreign  pharmacopseias,  a  complete  list 
of  the  best  patent  medicines,  a  great  number  of  proprie- 
tary preparations  at  easy  prices,  medical,  surgical,  and 
household  appliances,  rubber  goods,  perfumery,  toilet 
requisites,  and  fancy  articles  innumerable 
"  As  the  leaves  in  Vallambrosa." 
Medical  chests,  for  land  or  sea,  are  provided  new,  or 
refilled.  Among  hundreds  of  preparations  bearing  the 
proprietary  label  of  this  eminent  firm  one  has  come 
rapidly  into  prominent  notice.  It  is  designated  "  Pep- 
sonymin  "  (rather  a  jaw-breaker),  and  seems  to  promise 
the  long-wished-for  relief  of  indigestion  and  acidity  of 
the  stomach.  If  our  modern  pessimism  arises,  as  has 
been  asserted,  from  indigestion,  the  effect  will  be  valu- 
able, even  in  a  moral  point  of  view.  We  shall  have  no 
more  croaking.  However,  to  be  serious,  we  will  only 
say  that  the  medicine  has  been  commended  by  the 
highest  authorities,  and  testimony  to  its  effect  is  abun- 
dant—even in  the  neighbourhood.  Health,  edited  by 
Dr.  Andrew  Wilson,  F.R.S.E.,  says,  in  its  weekly  issue 
of  26th  September  : — 

"  Under  the  name  of  '  Pepsonymin,'  Messrs. 
Francis  Spite  and  Co.,  of  26  to  30,  St.  Enoch  Square, 
Glasgow,  have  introduced  to  public  notice  a  prepara- 
tion likely  to  be  of  great  benefit  to  all  suffering  from 
acidity  and  indigestion.  We  have  been  favoured  with 
a  sight  of  the  formula  of  '  Pepsonymin,'  and  can  assure 
our  readers  that  it  contains  no  deleterious  drugs,  but  is 
compounded  of  pure  and  wholesome  substances,  calcu- 
lated to  exercise  a  very  decided  and  beneficial  effect  on 
the  digestive  act,  in  so  far  as  the  stomach  work  is  con- 
cerned. This  powder  is  taken  after  food  ;  it  is  practi- 
cally tasteless,  and  should  become  a  popular  antacid 
and  digestive  both   from  its  efficacy   and  its  moderate 

The  firm  have  opened  two  branch  establishments 
for  the  convenience  of  suburban  customers,  both  splen- 
did in  their  capacity  and  equipment,  and  worthy  ott- 
shoots  of  this  enterprising  Company.  One  is  in  the 
handsome  new  buildings  at  Victoria  Road  Crosshill,  and 
the  other  in  Duke  Street,  Dennistoun,  and  both  will  be 
of  ereat  value  to  customers  residing  in  these  important 
districts.  Beyond  the  enormous  and  rapidly  increasing 
volume  of  their  home  trade,  both  wholesale  and  retail, 
Messrs.  Francis  Spite  and  Co.  do  a  considerable 
Colonial  and  Foreign  business.  No  doubt  there  is  a 
splendid  field  of  enterprise  here,  and  no  one  is  better 
qualified  than  they  to  control  it.  Mr.  Spite  is  as  yet  a 
young  man,  not  seriously -over  forty,  and,  judging  from 
the  past,  he  knows  how  to  take  advantage  of  the  rising 
tide  "  of  fortune  either  at  home  or  abroad.  We  wish 
him  every  success  in  the  interests  of  the  public. 
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J.    &    B.     STEVENSON,    Cranstonhill    and    Plantation    Bakeries,    Glasgow  ;    and    Battersea 

Bakeries,  London,  S.W. 


That  magnificent  spirit  of  enterprise  in  the  industrial 
arena,  which  in  these  days  of  busy  progress  has 
contributed  so  manifestly  to  the  national  advancement, 
is  in  no  single  department  of  trade  more  thoroughly 
exemplified  than  in  that  of  the  bread  baker,  and  pre- 
eminent among  the  names  of  colossal  firms  that  have 
added  distinction  to  an  invaluable  business  must  be 
mentioned  the  world-renowned  establishments  con- 
ducted both  in  London  and  Glasgow  under  the  style 
of  Messrs.  J.  and  B.  Stevenson.  In  respect  of  size, 
organisation,   and  magnitude  of  operation,    this   great 


factory  and  the  employment  of  five  modest  ovens. 
From  causes  not  difficult  to  appreciate,  the  firm  pro- 
gressed by  '  leaps  and  bounds,'  each  succeeding  month 
showing  results  surpassing,  in  a  marvellous  ratio  of 
increase,  those  obtained  in  its  immediately  preceding 
period.  At  the  present  time  the  firm  controls  gigantic 
establishments — -one  situate  at  Cranstonhill  on  the  north, 
the  other  at  Plantation,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  Each  of  these  bakeries  is  seven  storeys  in  height, 
and,  from  the  very  foundation  stone,  the  entire  fabrics 
have    been   erected,  under  the  close  supervision  of  the 


house  stands  unrivalled,  not  only  in  the  United  King- 
dom, but  throughout  the  world.  They,  and  such 
houses  as  theirs,  have  done  much  to  revolu- 
tionize the  art  and  business  of  bread-baking,  and  have 
effectively  tutored  the  British  public  to  understand  that 
the  'staff  of  life,'  when  manufactured  on  a  large  scale, 
and  by  processes  which  absolutely  forbid  the  application 
of  manual  contamination,  is  a  preferable  article  of  daily 
consumption  to  that  which  is  mysteriously  evolved  in 
the  dim  dungeon-like  bakery  of  most  small  retail 
establishments.  Messrs.  J.  and  B.  Stevenson  laid  the 
nucleus  of  their  vast  enterprise  in  the  year  1865,  their 
first  efforts  demanding  only  the  occupation  of  a  small 


firm,  in  order  to  secure  the  most  perfect  results  in  the 
subsequent  operations  of  bread-baking.  The  lower 
floors  of  the  two  establishments  are  devoted  to  the  baking 
proper.  Each  bakehouse  contains  from  nine  to  fifteen 
ovens  of  the  ordinary  Scotch  type,  these  ovens  being 
mostly  in  pairs  (that  is  to  say  two  ovens  thrown  into 
one),  and  in  addition  to  these  there  are  two  large 
revolving  ovens.  Each  bakehouse  is  independent  of 
the  other,  and  is  under  the  careful  supervision  of  an 
efficient  foreman,  personally  responsible  for  the  conduct 
of  a  large  staff  of  bakers,  and  possessing  the  entire 
control  of  the  fermentation  department  attached  to  the 
particular    bakehouse    in    his    charge.       The    storage 
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accommodation  of  the  entire  establishment  is  most 
complete,  many  hundreds  of  tons  of  flour  being  at  all 
times  kept  in  stock  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  firm's 
magnificent  trade.  We  have  it  on  the  best  authority 
that  the  united  capacity  of  these  two  concerns  is  fully 
100,000  half-quartern  loaves  per  diem — a  vast  output 
truly,  and  one  calculated  to  embarrass  the  resources  of 
the  largest  bakeries  extant ;  but,  in  the  capable  hands  of 
Messrs.  J.  and  B.  Stevenson,  is  reduced  to  simplicity 


immense  staff  of  assistants,  bakers,  and  other  employes. 
Messrs.  J.  and  B.  Stevenson,  encouraged  by  the 
great  success  which  has  attended  their  efforts  in  Glasgow, 
opened  in  Battersea,  London,  S.W.,  another  great 
bakery,  which  would  appear — from  the  enlargements 
which  have  taken  place — to  be  not  less  successful  as  a 
commercial  enterprise  than  the  earlier  establishments 
already  briefly  reviewed.  London  depots  are  estab- 
lished at  20,  Edgware   Road,  W. ;  256,  Oxford    Street, 


itself  by  reason  of  perfect  organisation,  close  superin- 
tendence, and  the  employment  of  a  large  and  thoroughly 
efficient  staff  of  bakers.  The  magnitude  of  the  firm's 
trading  operations  will  best  be  comprehended  when  we 
say  that,  in  the  distribution  of  the  bread  manufactured 
by  Messrs.  J.  and  B.  Stevenson,  no  fewer  than  50  or  60 
large   vans    are  in   daily  use,  about   70   horses,  and  an 


W.  ;  153,  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C.  ;  64,  King  William 
Street,  E.C.  ;  33,  Old  Broad  Street,  E.C.  ;  234,  Upper 
Street,  Islington,  N.  ;  500,  Brixton  Road,  S.W.  ; 
Park  Road,  Battersea  ;  Moorgate  Street  ;  Eastcheap  ; 
Billiter  Street  ;  Piccadilly,  etc.,  etc.,  the  bakery  tele- 
phone being  No.  9017,  while  the  telegraphic  address 
is   "  Sweetbread,"   London.     The   Metropolitan  branch 
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of  the  firm's  business  has  been,  since  its  commencement, 
under  the  personal  control  of  Mr.  Andrew  Ritchie,  Mr. 
Boyd  Stevenson  and  Mr.  John  Stevenson  retaining 
the  management  of  the   Scotch  bakeries.     Throughout 


ment  of  its  merits  superflous.  The  business  is  directed 
with  admirable  energy,  enterprise,  and  judgment,  and 
Messrs.  J.  and  B.  Stevenson  are  to  be  congratulated 
on   having   secured  the   full  confidence  and  favour  of  a 


the  vast  range  and  scope  of  the  firm's  operations, 
it  will  be  seen  that  an  eminent  success  has 
been  achieved,  and  the  house  has  won  and  main- 
tained   a    reputation    which     renders    any    advertise- 


connection  perfectly  consistent  in  value  and  influence 
with  the  almost  cosmopolitan  fame  to  which  their 
eminent  house  has  attained. 


JAMES  COCHRAN  &  SON,  Grain,  Hay,  and  Straw  Merchants,  62,  64,  and  70,  James  Street, 

Bridgeton,  Glasgow. 


This  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  busi- 
nesses of  the  kind  in  Glasgow.  It  ranks  also  among 
the  oldest,  having  been  founded  by  the  late  senior 
partner,  Mr.  James  Cochran,  so  far  back  as  the  year 
1848.  The  firm's  premises  are  of  large  extent,  and  are 
five  storeys  in  height.  The  ground  floor  is  used  for  the 
storage  of  meal  and  flour  ;  the  first  floor  for  the  storage 
of  feeding  stuffs  ;  the  second  for  the  preparation  of 
feeding  stuffs,  such  as  mixed  grain  and  chop  which  are 
now  so  largely  used  lor  horse  feeding ;  the  third  for 
hay  and  straw ;  and  the  top  floor  for  general  stores. 
Large  quantities  of  all  these  goods  are  kept  of  the 
most  excellent  quality.    The  customers  of  the  firm  are 


mainly  the  principal  contractor  companies  and  firms 
of  the  City,  who  find  it  necessary  to  keep  up  large 
studs  of  horses.  Cow-feeders  are  also  specially  pro- 
vided for  in  beanmeal,  Indianmeal,  oilcake,  barley  dust, 
cummings,  treacle,  &c.  The  connection  is  large 
and  representative,  and  has  continued  to  steadily 
increase  with  the  growth  of  Glasgow.  Although  the 
family  interest  in  the  business  is  still  maintained,  the 
concern  is  under  the  sole  management  of  Mr.  James 
Cochran,  son  of  the  late  senior  partner,  who  is 
thoroughly  well  versed  in  every  branch,  and  controls 
resources  sufficiently  large  to  meet  any  emergency. 
The  transactions  are  entirely  wholesale. 
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MANN,  BYARS,  &  Co.,    Merchants  and  Manufacturers,  21,  Glassford  Street,  Glasgow. 


The  growth  of  Glasgow  as  a  great  mercantile  and 
manufacturing  centre  has  not  only  been  very  rapid 
during  the  last  half  century,  but  its  entire  history  has 
been  one  of  rapid  strides  towards  the  position  now  so 
creditably  occupied.  Every  branch  of  trade  represented 
in  its  midst  has  kept  pace  with  this  remarkable  growth, 
and  to-day  are  to  be  seen  the  colossal  results  of  the 
enterprise  and  ability  of  Glaswegians  in  the  busy  ship- 
building yard,  the  stately  warehouse,  or  the  grandly- 
equipped  factory.  It  is  a  pleasure,  therefore,  to  sketch 
the  mercantile  career  of  an  establishment  which  is,  in 
every  respect,  a  vigorous  exponent  of  modern  Glasgow 
enterprise  and  manufacturing  capacity.     Such  an  one  is 


growing  exigencies  of  business  have  from  time  to  time 
necessitated  the  enlargement  of  premises,  and  it  is  safe 
to  affirm  that  at  the  present  moment  few  firms  of 
merchants  and  manufacturers  possess  a  more  complete 
centre  of  industrial  activity  than  is  afforded  by  the 
magnificent  warehouse  in  Glassford  Street,  or  the 
factories  in  Virginia  Street  and  Dunlop  Street.  The 
premises  as  a  whole  necessarily  cover  a  very  great 
space  of  ground,  extending  through  from  Glassford 
Street  to  Virginia  Street,  and  abutting  on  Argyle 
Street,  where  the  retail  department  is  located.  Few 
buildings  devoted  to  business  purposes  in  Glasgow 
can  for  a   moment    compare    in    structural    and  archi- 


the  well-known  establishment  of  Messrs.  Mann,  Byars, 
and  Co.,  of  21,  Glassford  Street,  the  history  of  whose 
house  furnishes  an  ample  illustration  of  what  can  be 
accomplished  by  well  -  directed  energies  and  sound 
methods  of  transacting  mercantile  affairs.  The  business 
was  founded  in  1847,  and  for  more  than  forty  years  has 
been  located  in  the  premises  at  present  occupied. 
Originally  conducted  under  the  style  of  Mann,  Simpson, 
and  Byars,  the  existing  trade-designation  was  definitely 
adopted  some  thirty-three  years  ago  ;  the  interests  of 
the  great  concern  at  the  present  time  being  vested  in 
Mr.  John  G.  Couper  and  Mr.  James  Mann,  the  latter 
being  a_son  of  the  senior  co-founder  of  the  house.     The 


tectural  completeness  and  elegance  with  the  Glassford 
Street  structure  occupied  by  Messrs.  Mann,  Byars, 
and  Co.  The  lofty  and  classic  frontage  is  beautifully 
supported  by  six  Corinthian  pillars  surmounted  by 
capitals,  and  rendering  the  entire  facade  attractive  in 
the  last  degree.  The  portion  of  the  premises  facing 
Argyle  Street  was  raised  some  sixteen  years  ago  by  the 
addition  of  one  storey.  Curiously  enough,  both  the 
Argyle  Street  and  the  Glassford  Street  frontages  cover 
what  were  formerly  the  sites  of  two  hotels,  the  "  Black 
Bull  "  and  the  "  Commercial  Hotel  "  respectively.  The 
ill-starred  City  of  Glasgow  Bank  formerly  occupied 
a  portion  of  the  firm's  Virginia  Street  block,  and  one  of 
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the  Bank's  strong  rooms  is  now  employed  in  storing  the 
books  and  valuables  of  Messrs.  Mann,  Byars,  and  Co. 
Throughout  the  premises  the  completest  methods  of 
sanitation  have  been  adopted,  the  light  supplied  is  of  the 
most  ample  character,  while  the  communication  between 
the  several  floors  is  effected  by  means  of  four  hydraulic 
lifts,  three  of  which  are  used  for  goods  only,  a  special 
one  being  constructed  for  the  use  of  customers,  thereby 
saving  them  the  fatigue  of  mounting  by  the  stairs. 

Entering  the  vast  warehouse,  the  mind  of  the 
visitor  begins  to  realise  the  extent  and  the  importance 
of  the  business  transacted  by  the  firm. 

The  firm  has  provided  every  facility  calculated  to 
ensure  the  comfort   of  its  staff  of  employes.      On   the 


This  is  an  enterprise  in  which,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
the  ladies  are  very  specially  interested.  To  the  well- 
cultivated  feminine  mind  the  judicious  adornment  of 
the  person  in  conformity  with  the  laws  and  principles 
which  regulate  refined  taste  form  a  subject  of  careful 
study  and  inquiry.  Such  ladies  may  very  naturally 
view  Messrs.  Mann,  Byars,  and  Company's  retail  ware- 
house in  Argyle  Street  with  feelings  of  special  favour, 
as  placing  in  the  market  goods  of  a  thoroughly  standard 
and  representative  character.  "  Beauty  unadorned, 
adorned  the  most  "  has  a  very  pleasing  effect  on  the  ear 
as  a  poetical  sentence,  but  its  beauty  is  wonderfully  apt 
to  stop  short  at  the  poetical  element,  and  scarcely 
would  be  recognised  as  totalling  up  to  very  much  as  a 


upper  floor  of  the  premises  is  located  the  commodious 
dining  hall  for  the  use  of  the  assistants,  which  is  a  great 
boon  to  the  young  men,  they  being  able  to  obtain  meals 
comfortably  without  leaving  the  premises. 

The  establishment  is  replete  with  a  stock  of 
matchless  value  and  variety  in  flannels,  hosiery,  laces, 
cloths,  tweeds,  ribbons,  winceys,  small  wares,  stuffs, 
prints,  white  cottons,  linens,  shawls,  grey  cottons, 
bonnets,  mantles,  silks,  ready-made  men's,  youths', 
and  boys'  clothing,  shirts,  umbrellas,  skirtings,  boots 
and  shoes,  carpets,  damask,  floor-cloths,  mattings, 
rugs  of  every  description,  and  a  host  of  other  items,  the 
mere  enumeration  of  which  would  carry  us  far  beyond 
the  space-limits  at  our  disposal  in   the  present   sketch. 


factor  in  the  requirements  of  the  nineteenth  century,  which 
demands  the  very  type  of  goods  which  Messrs.  Mann, 
Byars,  and  Co.  have,  with  such  public-spirited  enter- 
prise, set  within  the  reach  of  the  ladies  of  the  United 
Kingdom  in  general,  and  Glasgow  in  particular.  Goods 
are  supplied  in  every  known  quality  at  the  shortest 
notice  :  each  department  being  under  distinct  and 
efficient  personal  supervision,  a  condition  of  manage- 
ment which  ensures  to  both  buyer  and  seller  the  highest 
attainable  advantages. 

In  the  retail  departments  a  first-class  stock  is  at  all 
times  submitted  to  inspection.  Included  therein  are 
numerous  rich  specialities  in  silks  and  Continental  dress 
fabrics.     There    is    also   a  fine  display  of   Manchester 
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goods,  gentlemen's  outfitting,  drapery,  ribbons,  and 
laces,  while  the  show-rooms  for  the  display  of  millinery, 
mantles,  and  costume  goods  are  extremely  elegant  in 
appointment,  and  afford  illustration  of  all  the  styles  and 
fashions  of  the  day  under  the  most  desirable  conditions. 

Messrs.  Mann,  Byars,  and  Co.  are  also  extensive 
manufacturers  of 
various  classes  of 
the  goods  sold  in 
their  shops  and 
warehouses.  The 
extensive  factory  in 
Virginia  Street  is 
fully  equipped  with 
a  valuable  plant, 
including  some  five 
or  six  hundred 
sewing  machines, 
and  employment  is 
here  given  to  a  staff 
of  nine  hundred 
hands.  Mantles, 
millinery,  cos- 
tumes, undercloth- 
ing, and  ready-made 
clothing  are  here 
manufactured  in 
great  quantities  and 
on  the  most  ap- 
proved principles, 
while  a  separate 
department  is  also 
assigned  to  bespoke  tailoring. 

Throughout  the  entire  establishment  the  results  of 
wide  experience  and  sound  judgment  are  everywhere 
perceptible,  and  few  firms  emplo)ing  so  many  as 
thirteen  hundred  hands  can  boast  of  so  great   an   ab- 


sence of  friction  throughout  the  entire  organisation. 
It  hardly  needs  to  be  added  that,  with  the  un- 
surpassed resources  and  facilities  at  its  disposal,  the 
firm  is  enabled  to  offer  special  advantages  to  customers 
and  to  execute  the  largest  orders  for  either  the  home  or 
export  markets  in  the  promptest   and  most  satisfactory 

manner.  It  is  such 
firms  as  that  of 
Messrs.  Mann, 
Byars,  and  Co. 
that  are  the  best 
exponents  of  the 
various  branches  of 
British  mercantile 
activity,  and  no 
one  will  deny  the 
eminence  of  the 
position  to  which, 
in  its  particular 
line,  the  house  has 
attained.  A  world- 
wide trade  is  con- 
trolled, and  the 
favour  in  which  the 
house  is  held  by 
every  class  of  the 
community  making 
use  of  it  is  a  gratify- 
ing consummation 
of  the  firm's  con- 
tinuous endeavours 
to  place  in  every 
market  to  which  its  operations  extend  a  class  of  goods 
which,  in  respect  of  superiority  of  material,  excellence  of 
workmanship,  and  reasonableness  in  cost,  shall  stand  in 
favourable  comparison  with  the  choicest  productions  of 
the  British  or  Continental  drapery  and  sartorial  emporia. 


A.    &    R.    COCHRAN,    St.    Rollox    Flint    Glass    Works,    Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  leading  national  industries  represented  in 
this  great  centre  of  commercial  life  the  manufacture  of 
glass  goods  holds  a  position  of  prominence  and  importance 
fully  meriting  conspicuous  attention  in  these  pages.  One 
of  the  oldest  and  best  known  houses  engaged  in  this 
trade  is  that  of  Messrs.  A.  &  R.  Cochran,  of  the  St. 
Rollox  Flint  Glass  Works,  which,  founded  in  1830,  has 
steadily  increased  and  developed  its  resources  since  that 
date  and  now  occupies  a  distinctly  leading  position  m 
this  branch  of  productive  activity.  The  premises  occu- 
pied by  Messrs.  Cochran  are  of  spacious  dimensions, 
the  Works  covering  an  area  of  nearly  two  acres  in 
extent,  on  which  are  erected  the  necessary  buildings 
for  manufacturing  purposes.  These  include  two  large 
glass  houses,  mixing  room,  annealing  and  cutting  and 
stencilling  workshops,  fully  equipped  with  plant  and 
appliances  of  modern  construction  for  facilitating  the 
various  processes  of  the   trade.       There  are  also  at  the 


entrance  of  the  Works  a  fine  suite  of  offices  and  hand- 
somely appointed  showroom  displaying  a  splendid 
assortment  of  cut-glass  table  ware  and  beautifully 
designed  crystal  goods  and  a  great  variety  of  ornamental 
articles  in  glass.  Here  may  also  be  inspected  electric 
light  globes,  lamp  globes,  &c,  in  all  the  newest  designs, 
for  which  the  firm  have  earned  special  distinction  and 
have  established  a  wide  reputation  in  the  leading  centres 
of  demand  at  home  and  abroad.  An  adequate  force  of 
200  hands  is  employed  in  the  various  departments  of  the 
Works,  under  the  efficient  supervision  of  the  principals, 
whose  extended  connection  with  the  trade  supplies 
a  satisfactory  guarantee  for  perfection  in  every  detail 
of  the  administration  of  the  undertaking.  Messrs. 
Cochran  have  also  centrally  situated  London  showrooms 
at  28,  Holborn  Viaduct,  for  the  convenience  of  their 
metropolitan  customers,  a  large  trade  being  done  by  the 
firm  with  the  leading  buyers  and  shipping  houses  in  the 
City. 
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MR.    JOHN    ROBERTSON'S    Coachbuilding  Works,  St.  Vincent   Street,   Glasgow. 


There  is  no  industry  in  which  the  harmonious  com- 
bination of  the  mechanical  and  applied  arts  is  more 
effectively  exemplified  than  in  carriage  building.  From 
the  heavy,  lumbersome,  and  uncomfortable  equipages  of 
the  olden  time  have  been  evolved  a  variety  of  modern 
vehicles  which,  as  constructed  by  the  best  makers,  are 
marvels  of  elegance,  lightness,  and  comfort.  Some  car- 
riages, indeed,  are  fitted  up  with  every  appointment  of 
luxury  and  convenience  which  ingenuity,  taste,  and  skill 
can  devise.  So  exacting  are  the  requirements  of  carriage- 
building  now-a-days,  that  those  who  aspire  to  engage  in 
the  business  have  to  undergo  an  arduous  technical 
training.  This,  however,  does  not  suffice  to  ensure 
success,  unless  with  it  be  conjoined  enterprise,  intelli- 
gence, and  assiduity — for  competition  is  keen,  and  it  is 
necessary  to 
keep  pace  with 
the  times. 

These  qua- 
lities are  pos- 
sessed in  a 
remarkable 
degree  by  Mr. 
John  Robert- 
son, of  Glas- 
gow, founder 
of  afirm  which 
has  gained  a 
wide  reputa- 
tion for  the 
excellence  of 
its  work  and 
the  numerous 
improvements 
in  carriage- 
building  it  has 
introduced. 
At  the  present 
moment,  there 
is  no  one  en- 
gaged in  the 
trade  who  is 
more  respec- 
ted or  held  in 
higher  esteem 
than  Mr.  John 

Robertson.  The  very  extensive  business  now  carried 
on  by  his  firm  has  been  gradually  reared  on  a  modest 
foundation.  Thirty-four  years  ago,  Mr.  Robertson 
began  in  what,  looking  back,  he  must  regard  as  a  small 
way,  in  Bothwell  Street,  Glasgow.  His  skill  and  con- 
scientiousness were  speedily  rewarded.  The  volume  of 
trade  grew  steadily,  till  at  last  he  realised  that  the 
premises  he  occupied  were  inadequate  to  cope  with  it. 
He  therefore  removed  to  St.  Vincent  Street,  where  he 
set  up  a  commodious  factory.  His  business  continuing 
to  develope,  he  found  it  necessary  from  time  to  time  to 
enlarge  his  premises,  till  he  acquired  the  spacious  and 
model  establishment  where  the  business  of  the  firm  is  now 
carried  on.  That  establishment  comprises  the  range  of 
buildings  extending  from  No.  412  to  424,  St.  Vincent 
Street.  The  premises  have  a  ground  area  of  4,250 
superficial  feet,  and  the  frontage,  which  abuts  on  one  of 


the  principal  thoroughfares  of  the  City,  is  an  imposing 
one.  The  works  are  entered  from  Dorset  Street.  The 
interior  of  the  establishment  is  as  interesting  as  its 
exterior  is  imposing.  The  various  departments  are  in 
themselves  distinct,  yet  each  is  the  necessary  comple- 
ment of  the  other,  and  they  are  arranged  on  the  most 
approved  principles.  They  are  provided  with  every 
possible  contrivance  for  facilitating  the  work  and 
obviating  defects  during  the  different  stages  of  it. 
Whether  as  regards  utility  or  general  effect,  therefore, 
they  far  surpass  expectation. 

Entering  from  St.  Vincent  Street,  we  find  that  the 
premises  consist  of  a  ground  floor  and  three  upper 
storeys.  It  is  on  the  ground  floor  that  the  showrooms 
proper  are  situated.       In  this  spacious  warehouse  some 

unique  exam- 
ples of  the 
carriage  buil- 
der's art  may 
be  inspected, 
and  the  mag- 
nitude of  the 
collection  may 
well  excite  the 
surprise  of  the 
visitor.  Like 
the  typical 
race  -  horse, 
the  vehicles 
manufactured 
by  this  firm 
are  "  full  of 
points."  De- 
sign, equip- 
ment, and  fin- 
ish are  all 
seemingly  per- 
fect, but  the 
persistent  en- 
deavour of  the 
firm  has  been 
to  beat  per- 
fection and  to 
eclipse  their 
own  previous 
achievements. 

In  addition  to  the  exhibition  rooms,  there  are,  on 
the  ground  floor,  rooms  in  which  are  stored  various 
materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of  modern  vehicles. 
In  one,  there  is  a  valuable  collection  of  wheels — ■ 
mainly  American,  for  Mr.  Robertson  is  a  large 
importer  of  these  and  of  wheel  timbers.  As  a 
carriage  builder  with  a  high  reputation  to  sustain,  Mr. 
Robertson  is  particular,  even  to  fastidiousness,  res- 
pecting the  quality  of  the  wheels  supplied  to  him,  and 
it  was  not  till  he  had  tested  those  of  most  leading 
American  makers  that  he  convinced  himself  of  the 
general  superiority  of  the  wheels  manufactured  by 
Messrs.  Hoopes  Brothers  and  Darlington.  Speaking  of 
wheels,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  Mr.  Robertson  has 
devised  a  system  whereby,  in  wheels  made  with  bent 
rims,  unsightly  felloe  plates  may  be  dispensed  with.  His 
is  a  system  of  double  dowelling  or  dovetailing — that  is 
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tcTsay,  with  double  tongues  and  mortice  holes.  The 
upper  mortice  is  smaller  than  the  lower  one,  the  tech- 
nical explanation  being  that  "as  the  upper  part  of  the 
rim  is  supported  by  the  tyre,  the  lower  part  therefore 
requires  the  greater  strength."  Another  store  room  is 
filled  with  spokes,  felloes,  tyres,  and  sectional  requisites 
of  various  kinds.  Storage  accommodation  is  likewise 
provided  for  a   still    more    miscellaneous    collection    of 


accessories,  ranging   from    nails   to    costly  velvets  and 
sumptuous  upholstery  materials. 

e0&8.8 Before  referring  to  the  work  rooms,  with  which  the 
three  upper  floors  are  mainly  occupied,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that,  at  the  factory  entrance,  there  is  a  storage 
place  for  rough  timber,  including  such  ornamental  woods 
as  ash,  mahogany,  and  pine.  Of  these  there  is  a 
very  large  stock.  It  is  the  rule  of  the  estab- 
lishment to  classify  the  timber  according  to  the 
date  of  its  delivery,  so  that  the  degree  of  matu- 
rity it  has  attained  is  thus  indicated.  Proper 
seasoning  of  the  wood  is,  in  carriage  building,  a 
matter  of  vital  importance,  and,  to  ensure  that 
desideratum,  the  best  methods  are  here  adopted. 
The  timber  is  kept  dry  under  cover,  but  the  place 
where  it  is  stored  is  thoroughly  permeated  by 
currents  of  air.  The  numerous  upstairs  rooms 
are  distinguished  as  sectional  workshops.  There 
is,  for  example,  the  body  shop,  the  fitters'  shop, 
the  finishing  shop,  the  paint  shop,  the  var- 
nishing shop,  the  blacksmiths'  shop,  and  so  forth. 
The  fact  that  constant  employment  is  provided  in 
the  establishment  for  between  seventy  and  a  hun- 
dred hands  will  convey  some  idea  of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  business.  All  the  rooms  mentioned 
are  admirably  adapted  for  the  particular  class  of 
work  carried  on  in  each,  and  are  well  provided 
with  mechanical  contrivances  such  as  lifts  and 
trollies.  Mr.  John  Robertson,  who  is  a  vice- 
president  of  the  Institute  of  British  Carriage  Manu- 
facturers (Incorporated),  gave  an  interesting  description, 
at  the  meeting  of  that  body  in  Glasgow,  three 
years  ago,  of  his  painting  and  varnishing  rooms. 
That  description  was  contained  in  a  paper  on  coach 
varnishing  read  by  him— a  paper  which,  as  setting  forth 
the  writer's  practical  experiences,  was  deemed  by  the 
members  of  the  Institute  a  most  valuable  contribution. 


To  technical  readers,  it  is  likely  to  be  exceedingly  inter- 
esting ;  and,  as  regards  the  varnishing  room  in  particu- 
lar, merits  quotation.  "  My  main  painting  loft,"  he 
said,  "  which  is  on  the  top  floor  of  a  three-storey  building, 
"is  70  feet  from  north  to  south  by  36  feet  from  east  to 
"  west.  The  varnishing  room  is  at  the  south  end  of 
"  this,  divided  from  it  by  a  glass  partition.  Its  length 
"  is  the  same  as  the  width  of  the  painting  loft,  namely, 
"  36  feet  ;  and  its  width  18  feet ;  with  light  on  all  sides 
"  and  a  borrowed  light  from  the  roof.  It  is  heated  by 
"  two  rows  of  hot-water  pipes  on  the  east,  west,  and 
"  south  sides.  Please  observe  that,  in  the  varnishing 
"  room,  the  joists  which  support  the  floor  run  lengthways ; 
"  and,  in  order  to  get  fresh  air  introduced,  I  have  the 
"  walls  of  this  room  pierced  on  the  outside,  immediately 
"  below  the  flooring  and  between  the  joists,  with 
"  openings,  east  and  west,  18  by  15  inches  in  size. 
"  These  openings  are  never  closed  from  the  outside,  the 
"  air  travelling,  from  either  side,  the  whole  length  of  the 
"  room,  where  it  is  let  into  the  inside  by  openings  in  the 
"  floor." 

This  extract,  apart  from  its  descriptive  serviceable- 
ness,  suggests  how  painstaking  is  the  attention  Mr. 
John  Robertson  bestows  upon  the  details  of  his  business. 
That  unconscious  self-revelation  affords  a  clue  to  the 
secret  of  his  success.  He  is  always  contriving  how 
some  improvement  may  be  effected  here,  some  novelty 
introduced  there,  or  how  the  methods  of  production  may 
be  rendered  more  invariably  accurate.  This  faculty, 
added  to  his  vigorous  energy,  his  absorption  in  the 
business  he  is  justly  proud  of  having  founded,  his 
unwearied  application,  his  quickness  to  perceive  the 
effectiveness  of  new  developments  and  modifications, 
and  his  personal  integrity  are  the   factors  which  have 


contributed  to  his  preeminence  as  a  carriage  builder. 
None  are  readier  to  recognise  his  good  qualities  and  his 
business  acumen  than  his  trade  congeners.  Already  it 
has  been  mentioned  that  he  is  a  vice-president  of  the 
Institute  of  British  Carriage  Manufacturers.  It  may 
further  be  cited,  as  an  evidence  of  the  appreciation  in 
which  he  is  held,  that  the  National  Scottish  Association 
for  the  Repeal  of  the  Carriage  Tax  did  him  the  honour 
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of  appointing  him  chairman.  No  higher  compliment 
could  be  paid  him  by  his  fellows.  In  respect  of  zeal, 
energy,  and  capacity,  he  is  ably  seconded  by  his  brother 
and  partner,  Mr.  James  Robertson,  who  is  a  thoroughly 
practical  man  and  one  who,  as  identified  with  social  and 
religious  movements,  is  well  known  locally. 

Something  has  been  said  of  Mr.  John  Robertson's 
practical  ingenuity  and  of  an  improved  pattern  of  wheel 
he  has  devised.  Not  only,  however,  is  he  an  intelligent 
and  enterprising  adaptor  who,  as  such,  has  gained  no 
inconsiderable  celebrity,  but  he  is  also  a  very  successful 
and  noted  inventor.  He  holds  patents  for  various  con- 
trivances, the  merits  of  which  have  been  conceded  by 
other  manufacturers.  He  is,  for  example,  the  inventor 
of  a  new  cee  and  elliptic  spring  for  wheeled  vehicles, 
the  superiority  of  which  over  anything  of  the  kind  pre- 
viously in  use — remarkable  as  was  the  pitch  of  perfection 
to  which  carriage  springs  have  been  brought — is  every- 
where acknowledged.  Although  his  firm  turns  out  the 
highest  class  vehicles  of  every  recognised  pattern,  there 
are  certain  specialities  with  which  the  name  of  Mr.  John 
Robertson  is  worthily  identified.  Amongst  others, 
there  are  the  ^Esthetic  and  Medium  /Esthetic  Brougham, 
the  Royal  Dane  Victoria  and  Gondola  Square  Landau. 
This  last  was  patented  in  July,  1885.  All  of  these  are 
marvels  of  symmetry,  utility,  and  durability.  The 
latest  designs  and  specialised  novelties  produced  by  the 
firm  include  the  New  Queen  Anne  or  St.  Mungo 
Brougham.  If  Lord  Brougham,  who  was  so  enamoured 
of  the  original  vehicle,  which  bears  his  name  and  which 
was  built  in  accordance  with  his  own  instructions,  could 
revisit  the  glimpses  of  mundane  life,  he  would  be 
greatly  astonished  by  the  exquisite  finish  of  the  convey- 
ance which  has  now  been  evolved  by  Mr.  John 
Robertson  from  his  "  glorified  street  cab." 

In  the  firm's  illustrated  pattern  books,  which  are 
thoroughly  trustworthy,  Mr.  John  Robertson  places 
his  long  experience  and  practical  skill  at  the  disposal  of 
his  patrons.     What   he  has  to  say,  for  instance,  about 


the  use  of  steel  in  carriage  building,  is  noteworthy. 
After  carefully  testing  steel,  he  says  he  recommends  it 
for  tyres  of  wheels,  and  for  several  years  he  has  used  it 
on  new  carriages  with  great  advantage.  Now  that 
former  defects  in  the  welding  of  steel  have  been  over- 
come, he  is  prepared  to  supply  carriages  mounted  with 
steel  forgings  and  steel  axles.  As  regards  axletrees,  he 
has  found,  where  freedom  from  noise  and  vibration  are 
important,  that  after  trying  the  American  India  rubber 
cushioned  Bush,  also  the  French  rubber  cushioned 
axletree,  the  noiseless  Carmont  patent  rubber  tyre  is 
the  best.  We  also  learn  that,  wherever  the  rocker  to  the 
front  board  can  be  dispensed  with,  this  is  done,  with 
the  result  that  a  two-fold  advantage  is  gained  :  increased 
lightness  in  appearance  and  a  saving  of  labour.  As  an 
exhibitor,  Mr.  John  Robertson  has,  for  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century,  been  uniformly  successful.  And  not 
merely  has  he  been  successful  in  gaining  awards,  but  he 
has  invariably  carried  off  premier  honours.  This  is 
remarkable,  considering  that  he  has  never  been  back- 
ward in  exhibiting,  but  has,  on  the  contrary,  sent 
vehicles  of  his  manufacture  to  the  leading  and  local 
agricultural  shows  up  and  down  the  country.  In  the 
face  of  more  formidable  competition  than  is  likely  to  be 
encountered  even  at  the  leading  agricultural  shows,  his 
preeminence  has  never  been  successfully  assailed.  At 
the  1886  Edinburgh  International  Exhibition,  for  in- 
stance, where  competition  from  all  comers  was  chal- 
lenged, the  superiority  of  his  carriages  was  so  palpable 
that  the  gold  medal  for  "best  style  and  finish  "  was  awar- 
ded him.  This  is  an  achievement  which  a  manufacturer 
may  well  be  proud  of,  even  if,  like  Mr.  John  Robertson, 
the  novelty  of  success  has  worn  off — possessor  as  he  is 
of  six  first-class  medals,  and  never  a  second  class  one 
among  them  to  interrupt  the  sequence.  As  yet,  his  is  an 
unbeaten  record,  and,  as  he  is  not  the  man  to  let  himself 
be  outstripped  in  the  competitive  race  if  he  can  help  it, 
he  will  probably  continue  to  retain  the  unique  position 
he  now  occupies. 


HUGH  WOOD  &  Co. 


Coffee,  Spice,  and  General  Produce  Merchants,  30  &  32,  Arden  Street, 
Glasgow. 


A  firm  of  produce  merchants  that,  for  a  period  of  forty 
years,  has  held  pre-eminent  rank  in  the  commercial 
circles  of  Glasgow  is  the  one  mentioned  at  the  head  of 
this  short  notice.  The  business  in  question  was  founded 
by  Mr.  Hugh  K.  Wood,  a  gentleman  who  some  time 
ago  retired  from  the  concern  in  favour  of  his  nephew, 
Mr.  William  Wood  Roger,  the  present  head  of  the 
house.  The  business  has  ever  been  one  of  a  rapidly- 
developing  character,  and  at  the  present  time  there  are 
certainly  no  signs  of  diminution  in  the  ratio  of  mercan- 
tile progression.  Large  premises  are  necessary  to 
accommodate  the  extensive  stocks  held  and  to  admit 
of  the  various  functions  of  administration  attaching  to  so 
widespread  and  influential  a  business.  The  establish- 
ment is  in  every  respect  suitably  appointed  ;  the  hand- 
some offices,  spacious  warehouse,  and  sample  rooms 
having  an  exceptionally  well-equipped  and  appropriate 
appearance.  The  stocks  held  embrace  many  of  the 
leading  lines  in  general  produce,  noticeable  features  being 
coffees  and  chicory,  barleys,  rices,  peas,  oatmeal,  flour, 


sago,  arrowroot,  semolina,  tapioca,  spices  of  all  kinds, 
butterine,  and  a  considerable  variety  of  drugs  and  drysal- 
tery goods.  In  addition  to  a  vast  home  trade,  extending 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Scotland  and  in 
Ireland,  Messrs.  Hugh  Wood  &  Company  possess 
a  most  valuable  export  connection,  the  principal 
sphere  of  foreign  operations  being  South  Africa  and 
Canada.  Mr.  Wm.  W.  Roger  is  a  gentleman 
of  wide  business  experience  and  in  every  way 
well  adapted  to  the  successful  proprietorship  of  a 
large  trading  enterprise.  He  pays  special  attention  to 
the  prompt  and  accurate  execution  of  all  orders,  and  by 
his  undoubted  energy  and  ability  he  has  maintained  the 
high  and  unsullied  reputation  which  his  house  for  the 
past  forty  years  has  enjoyed  in  the  trade.  During  the 
long  existence  of  the  business  the  house  has  been  closely 
allied  to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  Glasgow,  and,  as 
we  have  already  indicated,  no  effort  is  spared  to  render 
the  establishment  well  deserving  of  a  continuance  of 
that  support  which  has  ever  fallen  to  its  lot. 
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SIMONS,    JACOBS,    &    Co.,    Fruit    Importers, 

London,  Liverpool, 

There  are,  in  our  great  industrial  centres,  certain 
firms  which,  by  reason  of  the  vastness  of  their  opera- 
tions and  the  cosmopolitan  character  of  their 
connections,  stand  out  as  separate  and  distinct  factors 
in  the  particular  departments  of  industry  with  which 
they  are  identified.  Just  as  there  is  only  one  Fairfield 
Shipbuilding  Yard  in  the  world,  just  as  there  is  nothing 
in  relation  to  armaments  at  all  comparable  to  the  Tyne- 


93    and    95,    Candleriggs,    Glasgow    (and    at 

and  New  York). 

half  a  century  ago  in  premises  not  far  removed  from  the 
majestic  block  which  the  enterprise  and  wealth  of  the 
house  have  erected  within  recent  years  for  the  more 
adequate  carrying-on  of  the  gigantic  business  in  which 
the  firm  is  engaged.  The  structure  occupied  comprises 
a  magnificent  block,  the  dimensions  and  area  of  which 
will  best  be  estimated  from  the  fact  that  it  possesses 
frontages    in   Brunswick    Street   and    Candleriggs,   the 


CAN  OJ-ER  IGG  S 


side  establishment  universally  known  as  "Armstrong's," 
so,  in  the  fruit  trade,  with  its  manifold  sources  of  sup- 
ply and  output,  there  is  no  firm  in  the  world  that  can, 
as  regards  diversity  of  operations,  bear  a  moment's 
comparison  with  the  great  concern  which  forms  the 
subject  of  the  present  brief  sketch.  Its  "  fame  has 
indeed  gone  forth  into  all  lands,  and  the  noise  of  its 
celebrity  into  the  ends  of  the  earth."  The  firm,  which 
has  its  centre  in  the  "City  by  the  Clyde,"  was  founded 


distance  between  them  extending  to  300  feet,  presenting, 
too,  a  frontage  of  fully  100  feet  to  each  of  the  streets 
mentioned.  From  the  centre  of  this  striking  pile, 
the  buildings  form  four  sides  of  an  oblong  square 
and  consist  of  five  storeys  and  a  basement  so 
admirably  arranged  that,  by  means  of  an  open 
central  space,  light  is  conveyed  from  the  ^large 
glass-covered  roof  to  all  parts  of  the  interior,  affording 
thereby  the  utmost  facilities  for  carrying  on  the  opera- 
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tions  of  the  house  peculiar  to  each  of  the  floors  of  the 
establishment.  To  still  further  simplify  the  process  of 
speedy  loading  and  unloading  of  carts,  vans,  and 
lorries,  a  fine  cartway  passage  runs  through  the  entire 
centre  of  the  building,  the  entrance  being  in  Brunswick 
Street  and  the  exit  in  Candleriggs,  while  every  conveni- 
ence that  steam  lifts  and  other  accessories  can  supply 
for  the  loading  and  unloading  of  stock  has  been 
unstintingly  provided  by  the  far-seeing  and  discrimi- 
nating   judgment    of    the    executive.       It    is    usually 


and  of  high  class,  and,  in  keeping  it  up  to  a 
recognised  standard  of  superiority,  the  firm  spares 
neither  pains  nor  expense  :  the  task  of  replenishing  and 
re-stocking  being  carried  out  by  frequent  and  regular 
consignments  from  all  the  available  sources  of  supply 
known  to  modern  civilization.  The  choicest  products 
of  the  vegetable  kingdom  are  contributed  by  Egypt, 
Malta,  Jaffa,  Valencia,  and  other  Mediterranean  ports  ; 
America,  Canada,  Florida,  the  West  Indies,  and  the 
balmy    islands    of    the   great    Pacific.      The    business, 


B  RUN  SWICK 


understood  that  the  goods  which  come  under  the 
comprehensive  denomination  of  "  fruit  "  are  difficult  co 
obtain  pure  and  fresh  ;  yet  this  celebrated  house,  from 
the  very  day  of  its  inception,  has  borne  the  highest 
reputation  for  the  unsurpassable  freshness,  absolute 
purity,  and  genuineness  of  every  article  imported. 
Messrs.  Simons,  Jacobs,  &  Co.  carry  on  a  very 
extensive  trade  in  Spanish  fruits,  more  particularly 
with  the  South  of  Spain.  The  general  supply 
of    this    eminent    house    is,  in    every  detail,    excellent 


in  every  detail,  is  conducted  with  consummate  care 
and  energy,  and  forms  a  leading  factor  in  the  food 
supply    of  the    Empire. 

The  firm  has  established  sound  mercantile  relations 
in  every  part  of  the  British  dominions  ;  and  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  their  clients,  Messrs.  Simons, 
Jacobs,  &  Co.  possess  abundant  facilities  for  trading 
in  the  principal  commercial  centres  of  the  world.  The 
personnel  of  the  firm -at  the  present  day  is  composed 
of  the   following   gentlemen  : — Michael    Simons,   Esq., 
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Michael  John  Garcia,  Esq.,  Samuel  Jacobs,  Esq., 
and  Joseph  H.  Shuttleworth,  Esq.  The  first-named 
gentleman  has,  in  consequence  of  valuable  services 
rendered  to  Spanish  commerce,  been  made  the  recipient 
of  the  Royal  Order  of  Isabella  la  Catolica,  and  many 
other  honourable  marks  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held  might   be  cited,  did  space  and  the  circumstances 


Finally,  it  only  remains  to  be  added  that  the  impor- 
tant firm  under  notice,  with  its  manifold  ramifications 
operating  in  all  the  great  centres  of  industrial  and 
commercial  activity,  presents  throughout  its  interesting 
annals  at  least  one  undeviating  principle  of  action — a 
policy  characterised  by  an  enterprise  which,  while  ever 
keeping  in  view  the  prospective  conditions  and  require- 
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permit.  For  instance,  his  membership  of  the  Glasgow 
City  Council  and  magisterial  position — a  prelude,  we 
are  quite  confident,  to  the  conferring,  at  no  distant  date, 
of  the  highest  recognition  of  a  citizen's  worth  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  great  commercial  metropolis  to  bestow. 


ments  of  trade,  steadily  moves  towards  its  goal^by 
methods  dictated  by  scrupulous  and  strict  regardjfor 
the  jealous  conservation  of  the  high  and  honourable 
repute  which,  in  an  ever-increasing  degree,  is  the 
treasured  possession  of  the  firm. 


THOMAS  STEWART,  Hat  and  Cap  Manufacturer,  71,   Argyle  Street ;    73,  Trongate  ;    and 


54,    Bridge    Street, 

Mr.  Stewart's  popular  and  well-known  hat  and  cap 
establishments  have  long  been  among  the  striking 
features  of  the  great  Glasgow  thoroughfare,  and  the  sign 
of  the  "  Clock  Hat,"  which  calls  attention  to  one  of  them, 
is  familiar,  we  dare  say,  to  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Second  City.  The  business  itself  is  of  old  establish- 
ment and  has  long  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Stewart 
with  the  most  untiring  enterprise  and  the  soundest 
judgment.  Though  a  hat  shop,  be  it  ever  so  brilliantly 
fitted  and  tastefully  arranged,  does  not  lend  itself  readily 
to  the  producing  of  picturesque  effects,  it  must  in 
justice  be  conceded  that,  in  so  far  as  the  three 
emporia  above  are  concerned,  they  present  both  inside 


S.S.,    Glasgow. 

and  outside  a  most  pleasing  and  attractive  ensemble.  Not 
to  speak  of  the  handsome  appointments,  the  stock  dis- 
played is  superb,  embracing  the  latest  styles  in  satin  and 
felt  hats,  backed  by  a  most  varied  selection  of  naval  and 
military  head  gear,  Scotch  bonnets,  Dundees,  Prince 
Charlies,  Glengarries,  smoking  caps,  and  many  other 
types.  To  these  we  may  add  a  fine  selection  of  silk  and 
alpaca  umbrellas,  scarfs,  ties,  braces,  and  collars.  That 
the  various  houses  are  favourites  with  the  public  is  seen 
in  the  brisk  counter  trade  done :  the  high  quality  and 
moderate  price  of  Mr.  Stewart's  goods  having  a  good 
deal  to  do  with  this.  Personally,  the  proprietor  is  well 
known  and  widely  popular  and  enjoys  a  flattering 
position  in  trade  circles. 
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ROBERT  M.  STIRLING,  Cabinet  Maker,  Upholsterer,  Carpet  and  Bedding  Warehouseman, 
87,   89,   91,    93,    Renfield    Street  ;    and   52   to   56,    Bath    Street,    Glasgow. 


The  important  modern  desideratum  of  elegant,  yet 
inexpensive,  furnishing  has  been  long  and  adequately 
provided  for  in  the  operations  of  the  eminent  Glasgow 
house  whose  leading  commercial  features  form  the  sub- 
ject of  this  brief  sketch.  The  prosperity  of  the  business 
now  conducted  at  the  above  address  by  Mr.  Robert  M. 
Stirling  has  been  as  rapid  as  it  is  well  deserved.  It 
was  established  in  1880  at  89,  Maxwell  Street,  and  five 
years  later,  in  order  to  cope  with  the  increase  of  the 
trade  and  to  pursue  a  more  select  class  of  business,  Mr. 
Stirling  removed  to  the  present  location,  where  the 
premises  form  a  weil-known  attraction  of  this  busy 
thoroughfare.  They  present  a  frontage  both  to  Renfield 
Street  and  Bath  Street ;  and  the  commanding  series  of 
seven  windows  to  the  former  and  six  to  the  latter — that 
is,  thirteen  in  all — constitute  a  superb  index  to  the  large 
and  comprehensive  stock,  admirable  examples  of  which 
they  disclose.  Within,  the  whole  space  of  seven  floors 
is  devoted  to  the  display  of  the  various  departments, 
and  the  visitor  to  this  handsome  and  well-arranged 
emporium  of  cabinet  and  upholstery  art  will  be 
divided  in  admiration  between  the  setting  of  the  various 
specialties  en  suite  and  the  beautiful  and  unconven- 
tional designs  which  they  illustrate.  Beneath  the 
premises  are  extensive  workshops,  stretching  for  a 
considerable  distance  up  Bath  Street,  and  here  the 
entire  work  of  the  house  is  sustained  and  carried  out  by 
a  staff  of  cabinet-makers  and  upholsterers  thoroughly 
versed  and  trained  in  all  the  more  advanced  and  genu- 
inely artistic  phases  of  the  trade.  This  is  eminently 
endorsed  in  the  solidity,  finish,  and  general  elegance  of 
all  goods  emanating  from  this  establishment,  and  the 
fresh  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  stock  at  all  times 
held  within  Mr.  Stirling's  well-lighted  and  effective 
showrooms  is  accounted  for  by  the  busy  and  progressive 
character  of  the  trade,  calling  for  the  constant  substitu- 
tion of  new  and  well-designed  furnishings  brought  direct 
from  the  hands  of  the  artisan.  This  is  a  feature  which 
cannot  be  too  well  accentuated,  considering  that  it 
applies  with  equal  appropriateness  to  the  Carpet,  Bed- 
ding, Curtain,  and  other  relative  departments,  and  in 
general  furnishing  fabrics  there  are  held  and  exhibited 
in  Mr.  Stirling's  establishment  many  of  the  most 
recherche  fabrics  of  the  present  day.  Of  the  many 
specialties  shown,  both  in  furniture  and  furnishings,  it 
is  obviously  needless  to  say  more  than  that  they  are 
fully  adaptable  to  the  requirements  of  all  classes.  In 
order  to  render  the  acquisition  of  genuine  artistic  and 
good  furniture  within  reach  of  even  the  least  affluent, 
Mr.  Stirling  has  submitted  a  range  of  drawing-room 
suites  varying  from  seven  or  eight  pounds  to  two  hun- 


dred, and  so  on  in  the  same  ratio  throughout  the  com- 
prehensive series  of  dining-room,  parlour,  and  bedroom 
suites.  The  "  Abbotsford  "  dining-room  suite  and  the 
"Melrose"  bedroom  suite  rank  amongst  the  most 
popular  of  Mr.  Stirling's  specialties,  and,  together 
with  the  "Special"    overmantel  in    walnut,   oak,  and 


mahogany,  are  in  constant  requisition.  The  magnitude 
of  the  whole  stock  and  the  diversity  of  choice  which  it 
offers  may  be  said  to  render  it  unrivalled  by  that  of  any 
house  in  the  Kingdom.  In  providing  for  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  modern  furnishing  industry,  Mr.  Stirling 
has  adopted  many  facilities  tending  to  secure  due 
promptitude  and  attentiveness.  Removals  are  carefully 
and  economically  conducted,  and  this  department  of 
the  industry  is  favoured  by  the  special  goods  entrance 
at  27  to  31,  Sauchiehall  Lane.  The  telephone  is 
brought  into  operation  (No.  3512),  and  this  is  found  of 
valuable  service  in  the  transaction  of  a  large  and  always 
increasing  business.  Possessed  of  many  trade  advan- 
tages, and  devoting  close  personal  attention  to  the 
requirements  of  his  numerous  influential  connections, 
Mr.  Stirling  has  secured  that  place  in  public  esteem 
and  confidence  which  is  due  to  his  honourable  trading 
methods  and  enterprise ;  and  a  description  of  his  well- 
known  establishment,  however  brief,  must  be  expected 
to  form  an  inherent  and  indispensable  part  of  any 
Review  of  Glasgow's  representative  and  leading 
industries. 
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COPLAND    &    LYE,    Warehousemen,    165,    167,    &    179,    Sauchiehall    Street,    Glasgow. 

Probably    in    no  part    of   Her    Majesty's   vast   domin-  with  the  drapery  trade  as  in  Glasgow,  and  prominent 

ions  —  not    even    excepting    the     metropolis    itself  —  among  the  great  city  concerns  which  have  added  lustre 


has  such  steady  progress  been  made  in  the  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  highest  developments  attainable  in  connection 


to  their  profession  and  distinct  advantage  to  themselves 
by  their  enterprising  methods  of  business,  must  be  named 
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the  well-known  firm  of  Messrs.  Copland  and  Lye,  whose 
magnificent  emporium  in  Sauchiehall  Street  unquestion- 
ably forms  one  of  the  "  lions "  of  the  city,  and  an 
unending  source  of  delight  to  brilliant  assemblages  01 
the  fair  sex,  who  frequent  the  establishment  in  the 
knowledge  that  therein  will  be  found  the  fullest 
representation  of  the  latest  fashions  in  every  description 
of  ladies'  and  children's  attire,  gentlemen's  outfits,  and 
household  draperies  and  furniture,  suited  to  the 
embellishment  either  of  the  princely  palace  or  of  the 
artisan's  tastefully-appointed  cottage.  The  history  of 
the  firm  dates  from  the  year  1873,  when  it  was  founded 
by   Mr.    William    Copland   and    Mr.    John    Lye.     The 


carrying  out  the  schemes  which  have  resulted  so 
favourably.  Some  idea  of  the  vast  development  in  the 
firm's  business  may  be  formed  from  the  fact  that  instead 
of  the  twenty  assistants  who  sufficed  at  the  outset  to 
meet  all  the  exigencies  of  the  concern,  no  fewer  than 
four  hundred  employes  are  engaged,  involving  an  annual 
expenditure  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds  sterling.  In 
November,  1884,  Mr.  Wm.  Copland  died,  and  within  the 
past  three,  both  Mr.  John  Lye  and  also  one  of  his  sons  have 
been  removed  by  the  hand  of  death.  The  personnel  of  the 
firm  at  the  present  time  consists  of  Mr.  John  Lye,  son  of 
the  founder,  ard  Mr.  Robert  A.  Ogg,  a  gentleman  who 
for  many  years  held  the  senior  partnership  in  the  well- 


primary  operations  of  the  firm  were  conducted  in 
Cowcaddens,  about  twenty  assistants  being  employed. 
Within  five  years  from  the  date  of  its  inception,  the 
concern  had  developed  to  such  massive  proportions  that 
increased  accommodation  became  absolutely  necessary, 
and  the  firm  entered  into  the  premises  known  as 
Caledonian  House,  one  of  the  most  extensive,  most 
architecturally  elegant,  and  most  perfectly  equipped 
drapery  emporiums  to  be  met  with  in  the  kingdom.  Up 
to  the  present  hour  the  firm  has  steadily  developed  the 
field  of  its  operations,  and  kept  pace  with  the  growing 
demands  of  a  critical  drapery  trade.  A  record  such  as 
that  possessed  by  this  firm  is  creditable  alike  to  its 
executive  and  to  the  community  wherein  such  achieve- 
ments are  possible.  The  success  of  the  house  may  in 
great  part  be  ascribed  to  the  fertility  of  resource,  the 
Zealous  care,  and  the  originality  of  method  displayed  in 


known  house  of  Messrs.  Ogg  and  Hodge,  at  Anderston, 
Glasgow.  The  most  recent  step  of  importance  in  the 
annals  of  the  business  has  been  the  remodelling  of  a 
portion  of  the  premises.  The  frontage  has  been  greatly 
extended,  all  the  windows  enlarged,  and  a  perfectly 
organised  system  of  ventilation  established  throughout 
the  entire  premises.  While  the  exterior  of  Messrs. 
Copland  and  Lye's  establishment  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
Glasgow,  the  interior  is  no  less  imposing,  as  a  cursory 
inspection  will  show.  On  entering  the  ground  floor  one 
is  impressed  with  the  elegant  appointments  of  the  lofty, 
well-lighted  apartments.  Here  hosiery  and  gloves, 
haberdashery,  calicoes,  linens,  muslins,  damasks, 
sheetings,  flannels,  long-cloths,  and  every  class  that 
comes  within  the  category,  "  Manchester  goods,"  stand 
in  striking  contrast  with  the  ornamental  gimps,  braids, 
and  edgings,  which  constitute  the  staple  of  the  trimming 
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department.  Nor  can  the  lace  and  ribbon  departments 
escape  notice.  Here  can  be  procured  every  make  of  lace 
in  the  choicest  designs.  In  the  silk  department  may  be 
inspected  all  the  latest  novelties  in  black  and  coloured 
silks,  satins,  plushes,  velvets,  and  velveteens,  whilst  less 
expensive  fabrics  include  crepes,  chintzes  cashmeres, 
merinoes,  and  tweeds.  There  is  also  a  department 
devoted  to  ladies'  and  children's  underclothing,  in  which 
an  endless  choice  is  afforded  the  purchaser.  The 
magnificently  appointed  showrooms  assigned  to  millinery, 
mantles,  and  costumes,  are  replete  with  a  stock 
unsurpassed  throughout  the  kingdom  in  respect  of 
novelty  of  design  and  excellence  of  workmanship  and 
material.  The  firm,  too,  makes  a  specialty  of  its 
mourning  department.  To  drapery  houses  of  medium 
resources,  no  branch  of  the  business  is  more  embarrassing 


To  anticipate  the  wants  of  patrons  has  been  at  once  the 
prime  object  of  the  proprietary  and  the  secret  of  its 
success.  Messrs.  Copland  and  Lye  have  not  pursued  a 
temporary  gain  at  the  expense  of  a  permanent 
reputation,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  studied  their  own 
best  interests  by  first  studying  the  interests  of  their 
patrons.  In  closing  this  review,  we  may  say  that  the 
almost  phenomenal  success  of  this  great  concern,  a  suc- 
cess that  has  attended  its  career  from  its  very  inception, 
is  due  in  a  large  measure  to  a  splendid  efficiency  of 
management.  Buyers,  sellers,  foremen  of  departments, 
and  assistants,  down  to  the  humblest  dressmaker,  milliner, 
or  counter-hand,  all  are  alike  in  the  possession  of  an 
individual  capacity,  and,  from  the  heads  of  this  great 
organisation,  all  through  the  ranks  of  the  executive  staff, 
and    down   to    the    humblest     employe,    the    spirit    of 


*nan  this ;  but  the  imperative  necessities  imposed  by 
family  bereavement  are  catered  for  by  Messrs.  Copland 
and  Lye  with  a  certainty  and  expedition  beyond  all 
praise.  Grateful  and  quite  unsolicited  testimony  is  quite 
frequently  tendered  to  the  proprietors  for  services 
rendered  by  them  in  emergencies  such  as  we  have 
referred  to,  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  in  the  mourning 
and  funeral  undertaking  departments  of  their  business 
there  is  constantly  taking  place  a  widely  diffused 
augmentation.  Throughout  this  splendidly  organised  es- 
tablishment there  is  one  prevailing  characteristic,  namely, 
plentitude  of  commercial  resource  and  perfect  freedom 
from  the  not  unusual  embarrassments  experienced  on 
emergencies,  even  by  the  largest  industrial  enterprises. 


thorough  courtesy  and  competency  is  all-prevalent' 
and  the  will  and  the  power  to  serve,  promote,  and 
sustain  the  interests  of  the  firm  and  its  host  of 
indirect  supporters  in  the  great  mass  of  the  public, 
are  everywhere  manifest  and  predominant.  Where 
such  a  condition  of  affairs  exists,  it  may  be  taken 
for  granted  that  there  will  be,  as  in  the  case  before  us,  a 
full  accomplishment  of  those  high  commercial  aims  and 
purposes  which  invariably  spell  prosperity,  and  which 
secure  for  those  who  administer  a  lasting  niche  in  the 
"  Temple  of  Industrial  Fame,"  none  the  less  sweet  and 
enviable  because  it  is  the  consummation  of  earnest  hope 
and  long-continued  endeavour. 
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THE     ROYAL     HOTEL,     George     Square,    Glasgow. 
Mrs.  Cuthbert,  Proprietress.     Telephone  No.  1441. 


The  large  and  elegant  structure  forming  the  Royal 
Hotel  at  Glasgow  constitutes  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous features  of  the  celebrated  George  Square, 
which  its  presence  has  so  long  contributed  to  enhance 
and  ornament.  As  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  series  of 
select  and  essentially  first-class  hotels,  of  which  it  is  the 
central  figure,  it  has  long  preserved  an  exceptional 
popularity  and  interest  for  those  desiring  the  various 
comforts  and  amenities  which  an  old  and  established 
institution  of  the  kind  can  be  expected  to  afford  ;  and 
while  the  house  bears  a  reputation  of  many  years'  standing 
for  its  unobtrusiveness  and  excellent  routine  of  manage- 
ment, its  splendid  situation  has  done  much  to  recom- 
mend it  to  the  patronage  of 
a  wide-spread  and  valuable  ~i;-~. 

clientele  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  hotel 
is  close  to  the  Queen  Street 
Station,  the  terminus  of  the 
North  British  Railway  and 
of  all  trains  from  the  North, 
as  well  as  of  all  trains  from 
London  by  the  East  Coast 
route.  It  is  within  a  few 
minutes'  walk  of  the  other 
city  stations,  and  the  Broom- 
ielaw  and  landing  stage  from 
which  the  coast  steamers 
depart.  Tram  -  cars  pass 
the  door  every  few  minutes 
for  all  parts  of  the  city 
and  suburbs,  and  from  every  point  of  view  the  Royal 
Hotel  possesses  sufficient  claim  to  be  regarded  as 
occupying  the  finest  and  most  central  position  in  the  city. 
The  many  attractions  of  the  spacious  Square  are  ob- 
servable from  the  windows,  and  the  external  appearance 
of  the  house  is  of  considerable  attractiveness  and  archi- 
tectural merit.  From  the  handsome  porch — (which,  by 
reason  of  its  ornamental  character,  emphasizes  the 
approach  to  the  interior) — throughout  the  entire  suite  of 
dining,  drawing,  reading,  coffee,  smoking,  and  billiard 
rooms  everything  is  suggestive  of  refinement  and 
good  taste,  and  an  aspect  of  cheerfulness  and  rich 
furnishing  conveys  many  impressions  of  the  forethought 
with    which    the    best    wishes    of    guests     have   been 


anticipated.  Especially  is  this  remarked  in  the  suites 
of  apartments  intended  for  private  occupation,  and  in 
the  comfortable  and  well-ventilated  bedrooms,  each  of 
which  is  a  study  in  arrangement  and  appointment, 
while  to  the  entire  establishment  there  have  been 
imparted  those  characteristics  of  home-like  comfort 
which  travellers  and  families  from  home  are  ever  ready 
to  appreciate.  In  this  there  is  manifested  the  care  and 
precision  with  which  everything  tending  to  preserve  the 
time-honoured  name  and  prestige  of  the  house  has 
been  adopted  and  acted  upon.  All  the  latest  improve- 
ments recognised  in  the  leading  metropolitan  hotels  are 
here  embodied,  and  the  ent'.re  fittings  and   sanitary  and 

other  accessories  are  upon 
a  scale  of  much  elaboration 
and  magnificence.  The 
tariff  of  the  house  bears 
most  favourable  comparison 
with  that  of  any  first-class 
hotel  in  the  Metropolis  or  in 
Scotland,  while  the  cuisine  is 
perfect  and  the  wines  un- 
exceptionable— the  splendid 
cellars  for  which  the  Royal 
Hotel  has  been  long  famed 
i  forming  an  attraction  in  it- 
::  self  to  those  who  can  appre- 
(  ciate  the  many  choice  vint- 
•  ages  and  brands  with  which 
it  is  replete.  Mrs.  Cuth- 
bert is  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  thoroughly  efficient  and  trustworthy  staff  engaged 
in  the  various  departments.  All  matters  are  directed 
under  her  personal  guidance,  and  her  genial,  obliging, 
and  lady-like  attentiveness  to  all  guests  is  a  marked 
feature  of  that  otherwise  sound  management  which  has 
rendered  the  Royal  Hotel  a  valuable  and  indispensable 
institution  of  modern  and  fashionable  Glasgow.  The 
telephone  number  is  1441. 

The  North  British  Imperial  Hotel,  which  is  also 
in  George  Square,  holding  a  commanding  position  in 
the  centre  of  Glasgow,  and  supported  by  a  large  con- 
nection amongst  the  elite  of  Society,  also  owes  its 
success  to  the  careful  and  skilful  management  of  Mrs 
Cuthbert,  who  is  the  proprietress. 


W.    &    R.    LEWIS,    Rope    &  Twine    Manufacturers,  116  and   118,    Broomielaw,    Glasgow. 


In  a  great  shipping  centre  the  manufacture  of  ships' 
cordage  is,  of  a  necessity,  an  important  industry.  The 
firm  of  W.  &  R.  Lewis  has  for  a  considerable  time  been 
allied  with  this  branch  of  business,  and  are  very  favour- 
ably known  as  producers  of  genuine  and  reliable  goods. 
The  manufactures  of  the  firm  comprise  all  descriptions 
of  ropes,  lines,  cords,  and  twines  in  the  various  qualities 
of  hemp  and  cotton.  Messrs.  Lewis'  connection  is 
chiefly  amongst  shipowners,  exporting  houses,  and  local 
firms  who  buy  for  their  own  requirements,  the  constant 
repetition  of  whose  orders  indicates  the  satisfactory 
nature  of  their  supplies.  In  addition  to  this  business 
Messrs.  Lewis  have  the  management  in  Scotland  of  the 
business  of  Messrs.  D.  And&rson  &  Son,  Limited,  Tarred 


and  Hair  Felt  and  Silicate  Cotton  Manufacturers,  Lagan 
F'elt  Works,  Belfast.  The  manufactures  of  Messrs. 
Anderson  are  of  the  very  highest  class,  and  are  known 
in  almost  every  country.  The  Silicate  Cotton  blown  by 
them  is  superior  to  anything  of  its  kind  in  the  market 
and  has  won  the  approval  of  all  users  of  this  article. 
As  a  non-conductor  it  is  unsurpassed  and  has  been 
adopted  in  H.M.  Navy  and  by  the  leading  ship- 
owners for  covering  boilers  and  pipes,  and  by  many 
eminent  architects  for  fire-proofing  buildings  and  dead- 
ening sound.  Messrs.  Lewis  are  at  all  times  pleased  to 
receive  enquiries,  and  will  gladly  send  samples  and  cor- 
respond with  those  interested  in  their  manufactures. 
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J.  &  W.   CAMPBELL   &   Co.,  Warehousemen,    Ingram   Street,   Glasgow. 


A  review  of  Commercial  Glasgow,  as  it  presents 
itself  in  this  busy  closing  decade  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  would  indeed  be  incomplete  if  we  omitted  to 
take  note  of  the  great  firms  of  warehousemen  which 
have  contributed  so  material^  to  the  present  pre- 
eminence which  the  City  holds  as  the  metropolis  of 
industrial  enterprise  in  the  Northern  Kingdom.  One  of 
the  most  important  firms,  owing  to  the  wealth  it  repre- 
sents, the  number  of 
hands  it  employs,  and 
the  extent  of  its  com- 
mercial connections,  is 
the  old  -  established 
house  named  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch. 
Messrs.  J.  &  W.  Camp- 
bell &  Co.  date  back 
in  the  foundation  of 
their  business  to  the 
year  1817,  when  the 
concern  was  estab- 
lished by  James  (after- 
wards Sir  James)  and 
William  Campbell. 
To  their  efforts  and 
personal  character  is 
due  no  small  share  of 
the  great  success  which 
their  house  has  subse- 
quently achieved  in  the  commercial  world.  Not  that 
there  has  been  a  diminution  in  the  mercantile  ability 
displayed  in  the  control  of  the  organization  at  a  later 
period  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  present  proprietary  have 
still  further  developed  the  possibilities,  and  augmented 
the  former  successes,  of  the  house  ;  nevertheless,  the 
chief  credit  must  be  allowed  to  the  shrewd  and  enter- 
prising men  who,  in  the  midst  of  the  severest  compe- 
tition, fought  their  way  to  the  premier  position  in  the 
trade  of  Glasgow. 
From  the  Saltmarket, 
where  the  business 
was  established, 
Messrs.  J.  &  W.  Camp- 
bell &  Co.  removed 
their  ever -increasing 
enterprise  to  Candle- 
riggs,  where  the  pro- 
cess of  development 
continued  with  un- 
abating  force  and  regu- 
larity. The  present 
premises  were  com- 
pleted in  1856,  having 
been  specially  de- 
signed to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  Messrs. 
J.  &  W.  Campbell 
&  Co.'s  trade,  and  it 

may  safely  be  affirmed  that  there  will  not  be  found, 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  a  more  architecturally  interesting  or — from  a 
commercial  point  of  view — more  complete  structure 
associated   with    the    dry   goods   industry    of    modern 
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times  ;  and,  though  planned  and  erected  thirty-four 
years  ago,  the  warehouse  is  in  no  single  respect 
inferior  to  the  most  modern  edifices  :  a  circumstance 
which  speaks  volumes  for  the  foresight  and  discrimina- 
tion of  its  chief  designer,  Sir  James  Campbell.  The 
building  is  a  very  fine  specimen  of  the  Scottish 
Baronial  style,  its  massive  frontage  giving  the  estab- 
lishment  a   most    commanding  prominence  in    Ingram 

Street.  Entering  by 
the  capacious  door- 
ways, the  visitor  finds 
himself  in  the  inte- 
rior of  a  building 
where  nothing  has 
been  omitted  at  all  cal- 
culated to  further  the 
ends  of  business.  It 
would  be  manifestly 
impossible,  within  the 
limits  of  a  brief  review, 
to  give  anything  like 
an  adequate  survey  of 
the  multitudinous  de- 
partments in  which 
the  firm  engages  ;  suf- 
fice it  to  say  there  is 
no  important  depart- 
ment associated  with 
the  dry  goods  trade 
which  is  not  fully  represented  within  Messrs.  J.  and 
W.  Campbell  &  Co.'s  warehouse.  Descending  to 
the  basement,  well  raised  above  the  street  level,  and 
possessing  an  admirable  supply  of  natural  light,  we 
find  ourselves  in  the  heavy  goods  department.  Here 
are  endless  varieties  of  flannels  and  blankets, 
shirtings,  tickings,  waterproof  fabrics,  moleskins,  cotton 
linings,  grey  cottons,  towellings,  sackings,  carpets  and 
floor-cloths,    and    other   goods    of    a    similarly    heavy 

character.  Tweeds  and 
other  woollen  cloths 
are  stored  on  the  first 
floor,  and  probably  in 
no  house  n  the  King- 
dom will  a  more  rep- 
resentative stock  of 
these  goods  be  found. 
On  the  same  floor  are 
the  departments  of 
cotton  damasks,  prints 
and  cretonnes,  all  kinds 
of  plain  and  fancy 
hosiery,  Irish  linens, 
calicoes,  white  shirt- 
ings, napery,  yarns, 
gloves,  and  manufac- 
tured woollen  goods. 
Ascending,  by  means 
of  a  handsome  stair- 
case, to  the  second  floor,  a  large  and  comprehensive 
stock  is  displayed,  embracing  the  newest  designs  in 
coatings,  jacketings,  tartans,  ulster  materials,  dress 
goods  in  all  the  newest  styles  and  fabrics,  collars, 
cuffs,     scarves,     shirts,    and     haberdashery.      In    the 
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ready-made  clothing  department  a  very  valuable 
selection  of  goods  is  at  all  times  held,  embracing  all 
the  newest  designs  and  most  fashionable  materials. 
On  the  third  and  top  floors  of  the  warehouse  will  be 
found  the  silks,  satins,  ribbons,  laces,  flowers,  fancy 
goods,  small  wares,  umbrellas,  fans,  bags,  mantles, 
millinery,  shawls,  skirtings,  ladies'  underclothing,  lace 
and  muslin  curtains,  and  a  host  of  items  of  hardly  less 
interest.  Indeed,  merely  to  set  foot  within  this  com- 
modious warehouse  is  sufficient  to  supply,  better  than 
any  descriptive  article,  an  approximate  idea  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  business  transacted,  as  well  as  the 
thorough  organization  required  in  every  department. 
The  founders  of  the  business  were  gentlemen  of  the 
highest  commercial  attainments  and  character,  estimable 
not  only  by  reason  of  the  great  influence  they  wielded 
in  the  mercantile  circles  of  Scotland,  but  also  on 
account  of  the  important  public  services  rendered  by 
them  in  promoting  the  interests  of  their  City.  In 
1 83 1,  Mr.  James  Campbell  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council;  in  1840,  he  became  Lord  Provost  of  the 


City  ;  and,  in  1842,  he  received  the  honour  of  Knight- 
hood at  the  hands  of  Her  Majesty,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  In  1847,  Sir  James 
Campbell  purchased  the  estate  of  Stracathro.  On  10th 
September,  1876,  he  died,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-six 
years,  leaving  two  sons,  who  have  rendered  eminent 
services  in  the  councils  of  the  Empire.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Campbell,  LL.D.,  of  Stracathro,  is  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  Universities, 
while  his  brother,  Mr.  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman, 
creditably  filled  an  important  position  in  the  last 
Liberal  Government  of  Mr.  Gladstone. 

The  personnel  of  the  firm  at  the  present  day  is  made 
up  of  Mr.  James  Campbell,  of  Tullichewen,  and  his 
nephews,  Messrs.  William  A.  Campbell  and  Matthew 
Pearce  Campbell. 

The  whole  business  furnishes  one  of  the  most  forcible 
illustrations  in  modern  times  of  the  possible  achieve- 
ments of  well-directed  energy,  enterprise,  and  mercantile 
capacity. 


WHYTE,    THOMSON,    &   Co.,    Nautical    Instrument    Makers    and   Compass   Adjusters, 
144,  Broomielaw.     Works :— Harmony  Row,  Govan,  Glasgow. 


In  a  city  in  which  the  shipping  and  shipbuilding  interests 
are  of  such  paramount  importance,  it  will  readily  be 
conceded  that  the  business  of  the  compass  adjuster, 
binnacle  constructor,  and  general  nautical  instrument 
maker  is  one  the  importance  and  value  of  which  cannot 
easily  be  over-estimated  nor  surpassed.  Foremost,  both 
in  respect  of  antiquity  of  establishment  and  magnitude 
of  business  connection,  among  the  many  Scotch  houses 
similarly  engaged  must  be  ranked  the  well-known  firm 
of  Messrs.  Whyte,  Thomson,  and  Co.,  of  Broomielaw, 
Glasgow,  and  Neptune  Works,  Harmony  Row,  Govan. 
This  firm  dates  back  in  its  foundation  to  the  latter  part 
of  the  last,  or  beginning  of  the  present,  century.  The 
business  was  established  originally  in  Greenock  by 
David  Heron,  grandfather  of  the  present  Mr.  Whyte, 
and  removed,  in  the  year  1827,  to  Glasgow,  which  about 
that  period  began  to  give  faint  indications  of  the  magni- 
ficent rank  she  was  destined  to  assume  among  the  cities 
of  the  world.  Owing  to  the  admirable  administration 
and  conduct  of  Messrs.  Whyte,  Thomson,  and  Co's. 
business,  a  very  marked  development  has  constantly 
been  taking  place,  and  at  the  present  day  there  is 
probably  not  one  corner  of  the  civilized  globe — where 
nautical  matters  are  understood — that  cannot  claim 
acquaintance  with  the  name  of  the  great  Glasgow  firm 
under  review.  The  premises  in  Broomielaw  comprise  a 
splendidly  spacious  warehouse  heavily  stocked  with  all 
descriptions  of  nautical  instruments,  including  ships' 
compasses  in  great  variety,  binnacles,  adjusting  instru- 
ments, palinuruses,  verifiers,  log  glasses,  fog  horns,  etc., 
etc.  The  premises  are  elegantly  appointed  in  mahogany 
and  ebony-gold  background,  the  whole  presenting  a 
most  interesting  and  attractive  appearance.  The  works 
at  Govan  are  admirably  equipped  with  all  the  most 
approved  appliances,  plant  and  machinery,  and  every 
facility  is  afforded  for  the  rapid  and  expeditious  execu- 
tion of  all  work  engaged  in.     The  firm  here  manufacture 


such  items  as  cabin  and  engine-room  lamps,  steam 
pressure  gauges,  steam  vacuum  gauges,  compound  steam 
gauges,  engine  counters,  engine  indicators,  lamps  of  all 
kinds,  and  cabin  fittings  of  various  descriptions,  and 
everything  is  made  from  the  raw  material.  A  staff  of 
seventy  skilled  mechanics  is  employed,  including  four 
compass  adjusters  constantly  employed;  and  the  quality 
of  the  work  turned  out  will  bear  comparison  with  that 
of  any  similarly  employed  firm  in  the  world.  Only  the 
very  finest  material  is  used  in  manufacture,  and  the 
quality  of  the  workmanship  needs  no  commendation  at 
our  hands.  The  firm  by  its  exhibits  secured  the  silver 
medal  at  Edinburgh,  1886,  and  the  diploma — the  highest 
award — at  Glasgow  in  1888.  The  trade  of  the  firm  is 
widespread,  attracting  buyers  from  all  the  leading  ports 
of  the  world.  As  chronometer  makers  to  the  Admiralty, 
a  valuable  connection,  too,  is  maintained,  and  from 
every  point  of  view  it  must  be  admitted  that  Messrs. 
Whyte,  Thomson,  and  Co.,  in  their  special  department 
of  enterprise,  occupy  a  pre-eminent  position,  and  one 
the  value  and  importance  of  which  receives,  year  by 
year,  the  most  distinct  and  gratifying  augmentation  and 
enhancement  both  in  the  home  markets  and  abroad. 

The  firm  also  fits  out  the  Cunard  Line,  Donald 
Currie  and  Co.,  British  India,  Orient,  Royal  Mail  Steam 
Packet  Co.,  Union  Steamship  Co.  of  New  Zr  aland,  the 
Donaldson  Line,  etc.,  etc. 

Whyte's  patent  Standard  Compass,  since  its  intro- 
duction about  five  years  ago,  has  been  a  pronounced 
success,  the  specialities  of  which  consist  in  its  accuracy, 
steadiness  in  rough  weather,  and  quickness  of  motion  in 
smooth  water,  and  the  deviations  are  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum by  mechanical  means,  and  the  errors  are  practically 
nil  and  no  change  of  deviation  when  changing  from  a 
north  to  south  altitude,  or  vice  versa.  This  compass  is 
now  being  fitted  to  all  the  leading  cargo  and  passenger 
steamers  now  being  built,  and  there  is  not  another 
instrument  in  the  market  to  compare  with  it 
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SMITH  &  SIMONS,  Seed  Merchants  and  Nurserymen,  16,  Buchanan  Street,  Glasgow. 


In  connection  with  the  seed  and  nursery  industry  of 
the  West  of  Scotland,  a  notable  and  old-established 
house  is  that  of  Messrs.  Smith  and  Simons,  now  of  16, 
Buchanan  Street. 

The  business  has  been  in  existence  for  a  period  of 
nearly  half-a-century,  and  for  many  years  was  conducted 
in  Howard  Street,  St.  Enoch  Square,  the  present 
splendid  new  premises  having  been  entered  upon  in  1890. 
These  comprise  a  magnificent  shop,  with  ample  storage 
accommodation,  conveniently  situated  in  the  most 
fashionable  thoroughfare  of  the  City,  and  replete  with  a 
very  extensive  and  complete  stock  of  all  kinds  of 
vegetable  and  flower  seeds,  agricultural  seeds,  bulbous 


reliability  of  their  seeds;  and  the  constant  growth  of  the 
business  testifies  to  the  completeness  with  which  that 
reputation  is  preserved.  Thus  confidence  has  been 
firmly  established  and  retained  throughout  the  circuit  of 
a  valuable  and  widespread  connection  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Indeed,  we  believe  the  business  is 
now  one  of  the  largest  and  most  popular  of  its  kind  in 
Scotland,  and  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  best  developed  in 
all  departments  which  has  come  under  our  notice. 

Messrs.  Smith  and  Simons'  well-known  Nurseries, 
so  favourably  and  conveniently  situated  near  Kennishead 
Station,  about  five  miles  from  Glasgow,  are  entirely  free 
from    the    injurious    effects    of    city    smoke,    and    are 


and  other  flower  roots,  horticultural  implements  and 
appliances,  and  garden  requisites  of  every  description. 
The  premises  are  further  enlivened  and  rendered  more 
interesting  and  attractive  by  specimens  of  graceful 
decorative  plants  and  choice  cut  flowers  being  constantly 
on  view,  according  to  the  season,  from  their  famous 
Nurseries. 

Messrs.  Smith  and  Simons  have  long  been  noted 
for  their  specialities  in  many  kinds  of  seeds,  which  stand 
high  in  favour  and  demand ;  and  by  the  most  careful 
and  conscientious  efforts,  supported  by  some  practical 
experience,  they  have  long  maintained  a  reputation 
second   to   none   for   the   genuine   quality,  purity,  and 


admirably  adapted  for  the  rearing  of  hardy,  healthy, 
well-rooted  nursery  stock — the  soil  being  of  the  most 
desirable  description  and  the  situation  high  and  exposed. 
The  glass  houses  have  been  erected  on  the  most  approved 
principle  for  the  successful  cultivation  of  a  varied 
collection  of  plants.  Wherever  exhibited  at  important 
horticultural  shows,  their  collection  of  plants  has 
invariably  taken  a  high  position  for  meritorious  cultiva- 
tion and]  elicited  the  highest  praise  from  both  the 
horticultural  and  the  general  press.  The  extensive 
stock  in  cultivation  is  in  great  variety,  and  comprises  all 
the  best  sorts  of  evergreen  and  flowering  shrubs, 
ornamental  and    forest   trees,    fruit    trees   and   bushes, 
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grape  vines,  roses,  climbing  hedging,  bedding, 
herbaceous  and  Alpine  plants,  etc.  Also  plants  for 
stove,  greenhouse,  conservatory,  and  house  and  table 
decoration,  of  all  the  leading  varieties.  Altogether  this 
is  a  sound  and  thoroughly  representative  concern  of  the 
first  class,  both  in  reputation  and  connection  ;  and  its 


affairs  are  being  most  carefully  and  competently 
administered  by  the  present  managing  partner,  Mr. 
James  Stewart  Sadler,  a  gentleman  who  conducts  the 
house  upon  principles  which  are  well  calculated  to  retain 
the  unreserved  confidence  of  the  large,  widespread,  and 
valuable  clientele  of  which  the  firm  is,  not  unjustly,  proud. 


JAMES  G.    SWAN  &  Coy.,  Chemical  Manufacturers,  74,  Bath    Street,  Glasgow. 


The    special  branches    of  chemical   manufacture   with 
which    Messrs.  James  G.  Swan  &  Company  have  now 
become  identified  all  over  the  United  Kingdom  may  be 
said  to  illustrate    a   department  of  productive   activity 
which  has  developed   in   importance  consistently   with 
the  universal  recognition  of  the  value  and  usefulness  of 
sheep  dips  as  the  most  effectual  remedy  for,  and  preven- 
titive  of,  all  the  numerous  ailments  to  which  sheep  and 
live  stock  generally  are   subject.      Within  the  past  six 
years  Messrs.  Swan  have  rapidly  become  prominent  in 
association    with    the    far-famed    Caledonian    Dip    and 
Standard  Dip,   the  respective   merits  of  which  may  be 
said  to  present  one  of  the   best  available  comparisons 
between  a  sheep-farming  specialty  that  is  absolutely  wow- 
poisonous  and  one  that  is  rendered  infallible  and  effective 
by  reason  of  the  distinctly  poisonous  ingredients  of  which  it  is 
composed.       With   regard   to  the  latter,  flock  masters 
everywhere  have   tested  its   qualifications   by   constant 
use  not  only  as  a  powerful  destructive  agent  for  para- 
sites, but  also  one  of  the  best  known  cures  of  the  scab 
disease,  which  has   long   formed  the  bete  noir  of  sheep 
rearing  ;  and  the  fact  that  two  gallons  of  the  Standard 
Dip,  amalgamated    with    forty    times   that    quantity   of 
water,  will  form  a  dipping  solution  for  about  160  sheep 
at  the  small  cost  of  7s.  6d.  is  a  revelation  to  many  who 
are  unacquainted  with   the   manner  in  which    Messrs. 
Swan  have  introduced  a  system  of  sheep-cleansing  at  a 
cost  of  something  much  less  than  a   penny  per  sheep. 
While  the  Standard  is  exclusively  a  sheep  dip,  the  Cale- 
donian has  been  produced  with   the    view   of  affording 
many  adaptations.     It  is  not  only  a  dip  but  a  disinfect- 
ant, an  eradicator  of  lice,  and  an  unfailing  preventitive 
and  cure  for  all  the  contagious  diseases  that  afflict  either 
sheep  or  cattle.      Such  benefits  can  scarcely  be  over- 
rated when  the  importance  of  sheep  farming  in  modern 
times  is  considered.     These  advantages  have   already 
found  adequate  appreciation,  and,  having  regard  for  the 
very   brief   development    of   Messrs.    Swan's    business, 
nothing  is  more  remarkable    than   the  number    of  the 
testimonials   received    by    the   firm    and   the   extensive 
range   of  custom   which  they  indicate.      From  many  of 
the   leading   sheep   farms  in   North    Britain    there   are 
shown  unsolicited  expressions   of  approval,  the  names 


attached  to  which  embrace   those  of  gentlemen  whose 
opinions  on  all  subjects  relating  to  sheep  farming  are  at 
all  times  unimpeachable.     Among  other  patrons  in  the 
Isle  of  Skye,  Mr.  Donald  Macdonald,  of  Lynedale,  con- 
tributed some  interesting  facts  as  to   the  utility  of  the 
Caledonian  Dip.     "  My  experience  now  is,"  writes  this 
eminent  sheep  farmer,  "  having   finished   the    season's 
clipping,   that   your   Caledonian   Sheep    Dip   is    a    very 
valuable  preparation.      It  is  easy  of  use,  and  has  with- 
stood our  heavy  west  coast  rains  as  well,  if  not   better,  than 
other   dips   I   have  tried."       The  same  scientific  minds 
that    suggested   these  two   popular    sheep    dips   named 
have  also  mastered  the  difficulties  that  hitherto  rendered 
such  a  thing  as  a  perfect  antiseptic  disinfectant  impos- 
sible.     By    a    process   patented  and   only   known    and 
observed  by  themselves,    Messrs.  Swan   have  manufac- 
tured an  effectual  deodorizer  and  disinfectant  under  the 
appropriate  title  of  "  Hygeia,"  and,  carrying  this  class  of 
productions  further,   they  have   supplemented  its  inven- 
tion by  an  anti-fouling  composition  that  is  now  reputed 
one  of  the  most  serviceable  for  ship's  bottoms.     To  say 
.that   Messrs.   Swan's   specialities   are  now   used  exten- 
sively at  home  and  abroad  is  to  reiterate  a  commercial 
fact  that   requires  no  endorsement.       Unaided  by  any 
ostentatious  advertisement,    Messrs.   -Swan's    manufac- 
tures have  met  with  a  popularity  that  is  everywhere  on 
the  increase;  and,  apart  from  the  extent  and  scope  of  the 
firm's  home  trade,  it  may  be  said  that  there  is  no  better 
proof  of  the  imperative  demand  which  their  manufac- 
tures have  solicited  than  the  numerous   and  large  con- 
signments that  are  being  constantly  made  to  Australia, 
New    Zealand,    South    Africa,    the    River    Plate,    and 
many  other  rising   Colonial  centres.     With  every  prac- 
tical resource  and  facility    that    can    be   obtained,   the 
firm    have   organised  their  undertaking   on   a  basis   of 
efficiency  well  fitted  to  provide  against  the  most  urgent 
exigencies  of  trade.     The  whole  operations  are  controlled 
under  the  best  systems  of  daily  routine  and  manage- 
ment, and  at  the  present  time  few  undertakings  of  the 
kind  indicate  more  rapid  progression  or  are  better  fitted 
to  exemplify  the  branch  of  industry  already  described 
than  that   of   Messrs.    James  G.  Swan  &  Company,  of 
Glasgow. 
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FRAZER   &   GREEN,  Pharmaceutical  Chemists  to  the  Queen,    127,    Buchanan    Street 
469,  Sauchiehall  Street ;  1,  Charing  Cross  ;  and  1,  Belmont  Place,  Hillhead,  Glasgow. 


There    is    no    concern     in     Scotland    associated    with 
the  dispensing  of  medicines  and  the  general  operations 
of  the  pharmaceutical  chemist  that  stands  higher  in  the 
popular   esteem  than   does    the   old-established   house 
conducted   by    Mr.   Daniel    Frazer,   under    the   trading 
style     of     Messrs.      Frazer     and     Green,      of     127, 
Buchanan    Street,   Glasgow,    with    subordinate   branch 
establishments   located   in    various    parts   of    the    city. 
This  successful    enterprise    was   founded   in    the    year 
1830    by    Mr.    N.    B.    Frazer,    elder    brother    of    the 
gentleman  who,  at  the  present  time,  controls  the  affairs 
of  the  concern.      At   Whitsuntide,    1830,   Mr.    Frazer, 
entered  upon  possession   of  premises  situated   at    105, 
Buchanan     Street,    and    here    was    laid    the    nucleus 
of  a  business  which,  in   the  course  of  sixty  years,  has 
developed  into  one  of  the  largest,  one  of  the  most  influ- 
ential, and  certainly  one  of  the  most  fashionable  phar- 
maceutical  emporia  to  be  met   with   in   Europe  at  the 
present  time.     The  founder  of  the  concern  at   the  time 
of  entering  upon  the  enterprise,  which  has  since  proved 
so  successful,  was   a   young   man  only   just   out  of  his 
teens,   yet  possessed  of  exceptional   energy  and  perse- 
verance  and    of   valuable   knowledge    and    experience, 
acquired  during  an   apprenticeship    of  six  years  to  the 
Glasgow  Apothecaries'   Company.     The  business  deve- 
loped with  remarkable  facility,  and  in  a  manner  which  we 
might   describe   by   the  \\  ordsworth-coined   expression 
"  by  leaps  and  bounds."     The  secret  of  this  suddenly 
experienced  and  continuously  enjoyed  success  is  not  far 
to  seek.     Assuredly    it    was  not    the    product  of   mere 
adventitious  circumstances,  nor  the  result  of  a  "  fortui- 
tous  concourse  of  happy   chances."     The  entire  credit 
falls  to  the  founder,   who   displayed   indomitable   perse- 
verance and  almost  statesmanlike  diplomacy  in  attract- 
ing and  firmly  attaching  the  aristocratic  clientele  whose 
names  are  found  in  the  old  books  of  the  establishment. 
Many    well-known    medical    missionaries,    as    well    as 
medical   men,   gain   their  knowledge   of  practical  phar- 
macy with  the  firm.     Amongst  others  we  may  mention 
Professor  McCall  Anderson,  M.D.,   Glasgow;  the  Rev. 
Dr.     Stewart,     Lovedale ;     the    two    younger    Doctors 
Turner,  of  Samoa  ;  and  at  a  very  early  period   (1836), 
Sir    Lyon    Playfair,    M.P.,    late    Postmaster-General, 
Professor  of  Chemistry,  Edinburgh  University,  &c,  &c. 
In  August,  183 1,  a  destructive  fire  occurred,  but  even 
this   untoward   event    proved   powerless  to    check    the 
ardour  of  the  spirited  chief.     The  lamented  death  of 
the  founder  occurred  10th  December,  1836,  and  subse- 
quently his  widow  assumed  Mr.  George  Green  into  the 
partnership,  when  the   present    trading   designation    of 
the   firm   was  adopted.      At    Mr.  Green's   death,    Mr. 
Daniel  Frazer    became    sole    proprietor,   and    he    still 
conducts  the  great  undertaking  with   a  perennial  vigour 
which  would  be  indescribably  creditable,  were  it  not  as 
much  a  hereditary  gift  as  a  personally  cultivated  quality 
in  the  esteemed  proprietor.     Seven  years  ago  the  pre- 
sent eligible   premises  at   127,   Buchanan    Street    were 
entered  upon.     These  premises  consist   of  a  large  and 
commodious  shop  with   a   most   elegant  and  attractive 
exterior.     The  splendid  shop  is,  unquestionably,  one  of 
the  finest    of  its   kind    in    the   city.       It   has   a    double 
frontage,  is  of  great  length   from   rear  to  front,  its  fine 


counters  extending  the  whole  distance,    while   elegant 
fittings  and  glass  show  cases  everywhere  abound.     The 
gasaliers  are  all  fitted  with  wires  and  connections  for 
the  electric  light,  which,  it  is  intended,  will  be  installed 
as  soon  as  a  central  station  is  established.    Electric  bells 
and  speaking-tubes  are  fitted  up  throughout.     The  show 
cases  are  filled  with  various  proprietary  articles,  and 
are  placed  in  the  most  attractive  positions,  so  as  to  give 
an  air  of  elegance  and  finish  to  the  whole  of  the  exten- 
sive interior.     Everything   is  in  perfect  taste,  and   the 
large  and  select   stock  of  goods  is   displayed  to  the  very 
best  advantage.    The  dispensing  department  is  equipped 
with  every   appliance    for  the    conduct  of  a  large  and 
first-rate   family    trade.       The   whole    establishment  is 
chastely  decorated  after  the   manner  adopted   by  those 
chemists  who  more  especially  cultivate  the  professional 
side  of  their  business  and  cater  for  the  requirements  of 
the    educated    classes.       The   remarkably   large   stock 
embraces  pretty  well  everything   found  in  the  very  best 
pharmaceutical  emporia,  and  includes  all   the   leading 
patent  medicines,  proprietary  articles,  and  toilet  requi- 
sites,   with  a  complete  stock   of  the  best   and  newest 
drugs    and    chemical    preparations.       Messrs.     Frazer 
and  Green    control  well-known  West    End  establish- 
ments   at     469,     Sauchiehall    Street,     Charing     Cross 
Corner,  and  Belmont  Place,   Hillhead,  the  total  rentals 
amounting  to  some  ^"1,200  a  year.     Each  of  these    is 
conducted  on  no  less  high-class  lines  than  the  parent 
house,  and  reflects  infinite  credit  on  the  principal,  who 
is  a   dispensing  chemist   of  the  highest  standing  in  the 
profession.       So   highly  valued  are   the   medicines  dis- 
pensed at  Messrs.  Frazer  and  Green's  establishments, 
that    the    Royal  Warrant,    constituting  them  Pharma- 
ceutical Chemists  to  the  Queen,  has  been  held  by  them 
for   over   fifty   years.      A  special  feature   not    hitherto 
referred  to  in  connection  with  the  firm  is  the  large  busi- 
ness  done   in  the  supply  of  medicine  chests,  both  for 
family,  Colonial,  and  sea-going  use.     In  the  latter  class, 
inter  alia,  the  firm  have  supplied  the  palatial  steamship 
City    of   Paris,    the    steamer    China,     three     Canadian 
Pacific    steamers,    and    some    of    the    largest    vessels 
engaged  in  the    East  India  trade.     ^Erated  waters  are 
also    manufactured    by     the     firm,    and    command    a 
large   patronage    throughout    the    West    of     Scotland. 
We   conclude  our    review   of  one  of  Scotia's  greatest 
pharmaceutical     concerns     with     the     remark      that 
the    commercial     relationships    of    the    house     ramify 
through  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  the  house  drawing 
its  support  from  a  clientele  which,  in  respect  of  social 
influence  and  aristocratic  standing,  has  no  superior  in 
the  kingdom.      Of  the  esteemed  proprietor,  Mr.  Daniel 
Frazer,  we  can  say   with  confidence  that  there  is  no 
better-known  or  more  generally  respected  name  in  the 
widely-embracive  annals  of  eminent  Glaswegian  citizens. 
It  has  justly  been  remarked  of  him  "  that  the  city  of  his 
birth  and  adoption  has  just  reason  to  congratulate  itself 
upon  the  fact  that  he  has  found  time,  apart   from  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  a  business  life,  to  make  a 
distinct   mark   in  the  world   of  literature.     His  '  Story 
of  the    Making  of  Buchanan  Street  '  (1   vol.,  Glasgow: 
James  Frazer),  is  a  delightful  series  of  personal  remin- 
iscences of  the  author  during  the  last  half-century,  and 
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charmingly  and  graphically  pourtrays  the  various  suc- 
cessive epochs  incidental  to  the  building  of  one  of  the 
handsomest  and  most  interesting  of  Scottish  city 
thoroughfares.  Excellent  reading,  also,  for  those 
interested  in  such  matters,  is  Mr.  Frazer's  lecture  on 
the  proposed  changes  in  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  and 
in  the  educational  system  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain."  This  able  discourse  was  delivered 
before  a  meeting  of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Asso- 
ciation of  Glasgow  on  April  10th,  1883,  and  exercised 
no  inconsiderable  influence  on  the  question  to  which  it 
referred.  From  the  pen  of  the  same  versatile  writer 
we  have  a  most  instructive  and  entertaining  little  book 
(now  in  its  second  edition)  entitled  "Paper,  Pens,  and 
Ink'"  (1  vol.  square  8vo.  One  shilling.  David  Bryce 
and  Son,  Glasgow,)  which  furnishes  a  capital  sketch  of 
the  principal  writing  materials  used  in  all  ages,  with  a 
chapter  on  "  How  and  When  we  Began  to  Write,"  all 
told  in  a  lucid  and  concise  style  and  manner.  For 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer 
has  acted  as  a  Justice  of  the   Peace  for  the  County  of 


Dumbarton,  where  he  resides,  and  for  ten  years  held  a 
prominent  place  on  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain.  Both  in  his  magisterial,  his 
civic,  his  professional,  and  his  literary  capacity  Mr. 
Frazer  ranks  among  those  citizens  who  have  conferred 
lasting  services  upon  the  general  community,  and  whose 
lives  and  characters  are  brilliant  illustrations  of  what 
can  be  achieved  in  business,  as  in  every  other  sphere  of 
activity,  by  the  association  of  strict  integrity  with 
indomitable  perseverance  in  the  working  out  of  high 
and  worthy  purposes.  His  sons,  we  may  add,  are  fol- 
lowing in  his  steps.  The  eldest,  Mr.  J.  G.  Frazer,  is 
Fellow  and  M.A.  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and 
Member  of  the  Middle  Temple,  London,  and  has  had  a 
distinguished  career.  The  second,  Mr.  S.  M.  Frazer, 
has  been  associated  for  over  twenty  years  in  the  business 
with  his  father,  and  has,  from  his  admirable  business 
qualities,  rendered  it  invaluable  service.  Both  are 
worthy  scions  of  the  Frazer  stem,  and  thoroughly 
qualified  to  sustain  the  reputation  of  the  Frazer  name 
under  all  conditions. 


THE    NEW   YORK    LIFE    INSURANCE    COMPANY.     Branch    Office    for    Glasgow   and 
West  of  Scotland  :— 12,  Renfield  Street,  Glasgow.       Alexander  T.  Alexander,  District  Manager. 


The  absolute  necessity  for  the  existence  of  reliable 
Life  Insurance  Societies  is  too  universally  admitted  to 
require  any  laboured  defence  at  the  present  day ;  the 
great  question  that  does  demand  anxious  consideration 
has  reference  to  the  systems  and  conditions  of  assurance 
and  to  the  setting  forth  of  those  conditions  which,  in  the 
end,  are  most  beneficial  to  those  who  invest  their 
premiums  to  make  provision  in  the  event  of  death. 
Among  existing  organisations  there  is  none  the  opera- 
tions of  which  are  conducted  on  so  vast  a  scale  of 
magnitude  as  are  those  of  the  celebrated  American 
Office  named  at  the  head  of  this  brief  sketch,  and, 
among  those  acquainted  with  the  subject  in  all  its 
bearings,  no  Company  more  thoroughly  enjoys  confi- 
dence, or  stands  higher  in  estimation.  The  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Company  was  founded  in  1845, 
and  since  its  inception  it  has  enjoyed  a  continual 
success,  each  year  adding  to  its  importance,  until  at  the 
present  time  the  Company  possess  an  accumulated 
fund  of  ^23,681,886,  and  a  surplus  over  liabilities  by 
the  New  York  State  Standard  of  Valuation  (4  per  cent, 
actuaries)  of  ^3,100,626;  and  an  annual  income  of 
six  million  four  hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  pounds  sterling.  The 
Company  was  incorporated  by  Special  Act  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York.  It  is  conducted  on  purely 
mutual  principles  ;  all  profits  belong  to  policy  holders, 
and  apportionments  are  made  annually,  there  being  no 
stockholders.  The  assured  thereby  obtain  insurance  at 
actual  cost,  none  of  the  profits  being  taken  from  them 
to  be  paid  to  the  owners  of  shares.  There  is  no  unpaid 
capital  whatever,  and  the  immense  success  which  the 
Company  has  experienced  practically  illustrates  the 
wisdom  of  this  plan.  It  stands  to  the  credit,  too,  of 
this  Company  to  have  been  the  first  to  break  through 
the  old-fashioned  "  life  tables,"  thereby  opening  up  to 
the  more  provident  members  of  the  general  community 
a  unique  means  of  obtaining  wealth,  a  means  which  was 


speedily  recognised  to  be  advantageous,  and  for  the 
introduction  of  which  The  New  York  Life  Insurance 
Company  deserve  the  highest  commendation.  A  lead- 
ing feature  in  the  operations  of  the  Company  is  the 
Non-Forfeiting  Endowment  Scheme,  combining  the 
tontine  principle  in  the  distribution  of  surplus  with 
ordinary  Life  and  Endowment  Assurance.  The  rates 
of  premium  charged  by  the  New  York  Life  are, 
compared  with  those  of  many  British  Companies,  most 
liberal,  and  the  utmost  security  for  the  meeting  of  all 
claims  has  been  provided  by  the  appointment  of  a  body 
of  trustees  of  high  character  and  attainment,  and  whose 
very  names  satisfy  the  most  hypercritical  inquirer.  Of 
these  it  is  only  necessary  to  cite  the  Right  Hon.  Hugh 
C.  E.  Childers,  M.P.,  F.R.S.,  ex-Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  a  gentleman  whose  high  rank,  character, 
and  unquestioned  ability  are  the  subjects  of  inter- 
national recognition.  The  head-quarters  of  the  Com- 
pany, so  far  as  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are  concerned, 
are  at  76  and  77,  Cheapside,  London,  E.C.  The 
Company's  affairs  in  Glasgow  and  throughout  the  West 
of  Scotland  are  entrusted  to  the  careful  management  of 
Mr.  Alex.  T.  Alexander,  a  gentleman  of  undoubted 
ability,  and  possessing  a  sound  grasp  of  all  matters 
affecting  the  laws  and  principles  of  Life  Assurance. 
The  Offices  occupied  by  the  Company  at  12,  Renfield 
Street,  Glasgow,  are  in  every  respect  well  adapted  to 
the  requirements  of  a  large  and  ever-increasing  busi- 
ness. The  success  of  the  New  York  Life  in  Scotland 
has  long  been  an  assured  fact ;  its  methods  and  work- 
ings commend  themselves  at  once  to  the  intelligent, 
calculating  mind  of  the  typical  Scotchman,  and  it  is  a 
matter  placed  beyond  the  pale  of  discussion  or  doubt 
that  a  magnificently  profitable  and  prosperous  future 
awaits  the  Company's  operations,  not  only  in  Glasgow 
and  the  West  of  Scotland,  but  in  whatsoever  part  of 
the  kingdom  the  representation  is  equally  able  and 
influential. 
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GEO.  BALLANTINE  &  SON,  Wine  Merchants,  ioo,  Union  Street,  Glasgow. 

Bonded   Stores— Granton,   near    Edinburgh ;    and    Maxwell    Street,    Glasgow. 
Telegraphic    Address — "George,    Glasgow." 


Few  names  are  more  familiar  among  the  representatives 
of  the  British  wine  trade  than  that  of  Messrs.  Geo. 
Ballantine  &  Son,  of  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh,  the 
largest  importers  of  wines  and  spirits  in  the  Scottish 
trade  capital,  and  probably  also  one  of  the  first  among 
the  premier  wine  houses  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
estimation  which  this  firm's  products  command  through- 
out the  breadth  and  length  of  this  country  must  be  at  all 
times  accepted  as  the  true  and  proper  measure  of  their 
established  renown  and  as  a  house  in  which  there  are 
characterised  the  best  traditions  of  the  wine  trade  during 
half-a-century.  Messrs.  Ballantine  maintain  a  com- 
mercial standing  and  prestige  of  which  no  development 
of  modern  trade  competition  can  dispossess  them.  To 
Messrs.  Ballantine  rich  and  poor  are  alike  indebted 
for  many  of  the  trading  systems  which  have  simplified 
and  cheapened  the  acquisition  of  pure  liquors  at  prices 
far  beneath  those  that  formerly  rendered  genuine  high- 
class  wines  and 
spirits  prohibitive. 
In  no  branch  of 
their  comprehensive 
mercantile  opera- 
tions has  this  fact 
been  more  strikingly 
illustrated  than  in 
the  buying  of  clar- 
ets, which,  for  over 
twenty  years,  have 
constituted  a  lead- 
ing feature  of  their 
business.  With 
facilities  of  import 
only  attainable  by 
the  existence  of 
commercial  fore- 
sight and  capital 
not  open  to  many 
firms,       Messrs. 

Ballantine  have,  from  first  to  last,  taken  a  bold  initia- 
tive in  this  direction,  stopping  short  of  no  enterprise 
likely  to  prove  profitable  to  their  constituents  and  fre- 
quently securing  the  entire  produce  of  an  estate  or  vine- 
yard on  the  most  favourable  terms.  In  Glasgow  they 
hold  a  stock  of  these  wines  estimated  at  some  10,000 
dozens,  and  of  these  exquisite  dinner  wines  the  greatest 
quantity  arriving  in  the  metropolis  passes  through  their 
hands.  No  house  in  the  trade  has  ever  superseded  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  Ballantine  in  this  one  direction,  and 
the  special  list  of  clarets  and  champagnes  issued  by  the 
firm  affords  an  insight  into  the  varieties  of  a  wine  col- 
lection that  exhausts  the  entire  gamut  of  production  from 
the  most  inexpensive  "  Medoc  "  to  the  richest  and  most 
magnificent  brand  of  "Chateau  Lafite "  at  120/-  per 
dozen.  The  accretion  of  prices  from  50/-  to  more  than 
twice  that  sum  represents  a  corresponding  degree  01 
excellence  and  merit  thoroughly  appreciable  by  connois- 
seurs as  well  as  by  the  less  cultured  palate.  To  those 
who  can  afford  so  plutocratic  a  price  as  half-a-sovereign 
per  bottle  for  the  genuine  port  wines  of  other  days,  the 
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firm's  1847  vintage  will  present  quite  a  revelation,  and 
the  entire  specialties  of  this  house  may  be  confidently 
set  forth  as  exemplary  of  those  rare  excellences  and 
characteristics  which  epicures  are  invariably  disposed 
to  regard  as  the  criterion  of  all  good  and  favoured 
wines.  Consistently  with  Messrs.  Ballantine's  posi- 
tion as  a  representative  Scottish  house,  they  have 
cultivated  a  high  reputation  as  blenders  of  fine  old 
Highland  whiskey,  representing  various  selected  distilla- 
tions blended  before  maturing  in  sherry  wood.  An 
aggregate  of  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand  gallons  is 
frequently  comprised  in  the  firm's  bonded  stocks,  and 
the  system  of  amalgamation  observed  by  the  firm  has 
long  ensured  that  uniformity  which,  next  to  the  rich 
and  meritorious  qualifications  of  the  spirit  itself,  is 
its  principal  feature. 

Dutch   Gin    is    another   of  the    firm's   specialities. 
This  gin  is  specially  distilled  in  Schiedam  for,  and  can 

only     be     obtained 
n  from,  Messrs.  Bal- 

lantine, being 
made  from  the  finest 
ingredients  ;  and 
possessing  the  real 
Schiedam  flavour, 
it  is  not  only  more 
palatable  than  what 
is  usually  to  be  ob- 
tained, but  will  be 
found  more  benefi- 
cial when  required 
for  medicinal  pur- 
poses. 

As  Cigar  Mer- 
chants Messrs. 
Ballantine  have 
led  the  way  in  the 
supply  of  high-class 
cigars  at  a  reason- 
able price. 
Until  1870  Edinburgh  was  the  only  centre  of  the 
firm's  business,  being  that  in  which  it  was  first  inaugu- 
rated over  sixty  years  ago  by  Mr.  Geo.  Ballantine, 
Sen.,  who  remained  at  the  head  of  its  affairs  until 
shortly  before  his  death  in  1891.  The  business  is  now 
controlled  by  his  two  sons,  Messrs.  George  &  Archibald 
Ballantine,  the  latter  of  whom  directs  more  particular 
attention  to  the  management  of  the  Edinburgh  estab- 
lishment (situated  at  the  North  Bridge),  while  the 
Glasgow  business  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  George 
Ballantine.  The  premises,  situated  in  Union  Street, 
are  a  very  imposing  feature  of  that  thoroughfare,  pre- 
senting a  magnificent  window  frontage  and  being 
arranged  and  appointed  on  a  degree  of  refinement 
and  taste  appropriate  to  the  high  character  of  the 
business.  The  abundant  resources  of  the  house  are 
fully  represented  in  the  repleteness  of  the  stores  and  wine 
vaults,  and  everything  is  here  preserved  under  splendid 
conditions.  From  Granton,  and  from  Maxwell  Street, 
Glasgow,    the    firm    command   a    large    wholesale   and 
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export  trade,  and,  while  operating  as  wholesale  merchants 
primarily,  they  transact  an  immense  trade  in  supplying 
wines  and  spirits  to  families  of  distinction  all  over  Scot- 
land and  many  parts  of  England  and  Ireland.  The  un- 
wavering support  of  a  large  clientele  at  home  and  abroad 
constitutes  an  unimpeachable  testimony  alike  to  the  merits 
of  their  goods  and  the  liberality,  courtesy,  and  attentive  - 
ness  with  which  these  continue  to  be  purveyed.  Messrs. 
Bai.lantine  have  not  only  gained  steadily  in  mercantile 
renown    but    have    also,    as   gentlemen    of  ability    and 


integrity,  proved  themselves  worthy  of  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  social  circles,  among  whom  both  partners 
are  personally  well  known  ;  and  in  Glasgow,  where  the 
firm's  name  is  indelibly  associated  with  all  ihat  is 
honourable  in  commerce  and  trade,  Mr.  George  Ballan- 
tine  has  ably  and  creditably  sustained  the  interests  of 
the  house  under  those  principles  instituted  by  his  late 
esteemed  father,  and  which  have  not  been  permitted  to 
suffer  any  infraction. 


McPHERSON    BROTHERS,    Cutlers,    156,    Argyle    Street,    and    134,    Trongate,    Glasgow. 


The  important  and  prosperous  cutlery  business  now  con- 
ducted at  Glasgow  by  Messrs.  McPherson  Brothers 
presents   an  interesting   example   of   rapid    commercial 
advancement,  considering  that  the  firm  only  commenced 
some  ten  years  ago,  and   have  since   acquired  a  note- 
worthiness  and  distinction  consistent  with  the  enterprise 
under  which  their  business  has  been  developed.  Messrs. 
McPherson  first  began  business  at  134,  Trongate,  and 
the  rapid  extension  of  trade  that  followed  their  opera- 
tions necessitated  such  outlet  as  was  afterwards  provided 
by  the  acquisition  of  the  Argyle  Street  establishment, 
long  occupied  by  Messrs.  Reid  &  Sons  in  the  same  line 
of  trade.       Both  houses  are   now  thoroughly  represen- 
tative of  the  high-class  cutlery  trade,  and  are  fitted  and 
appointed   in  a   manner   that   renders   them  attractive 
features  of  the  two  busy  thoroughfares  in  which  they  are 
respectively   located.       Besides   all    the    miscellaneous 
items    embraced    in    a    first-class    cutlery    slock,    both 
establishments   are   replete    with    every    description    of 
tradesmen's   tools,   ironmongery,    fishing   tackle,    guns, 
revolvers.  &c.  ;  and  sporting  men  will  here  find  every- 
thing requisite  for  shooting  or  fishing,    from    a   single 
article    to   a    complete    equipment,    at    terms   equally 
favourable   with    those  of  the   several  depots  devoting 
exclusive  attention  to  these  branches.      The  Trongate 
shop,  with  its  large  frontage  and  admirable  facilities  for 
display,  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  its  row,  while 
the  other  at  the  corner  of  Mitchell  Street  and  Argyle 
Street  admits  of  a  series  of  five  show  windows,  wherein 
everything  is  effectively  admitted  to  the   inspection  of 
the  public.     The  entire  appearance  of  the  house  is  sug- 
gestive of  its  high  standing  and  importance  as  one  of 
the  City's  leading  cutlery  empovia.     Everything  in  the 
windows   is   priced   on    neat    hand-printed   labels,  this 
artistic  work  being  executed  by  one  of  the  partners,  and 
the  arrangement  of  the  whole  items  is  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  good  taste.     While  it  is  beyond  the  scope  of 
the    present    sketch   to    specialise   the   merits   of   each 
department  represented,  attention   may  be  directed  to 
the  two  specialties  for  which   Messrs.  McPherson   are 
best  known.   These  are  Arbenz"s 
celebrated      Mandarin      Razors, 
with      interchangeable      blades, 
and   the    patent   "Eureka" 
Scissors,  for  both  of  which  the  firm  are  sole  agents  in 
Glasgow  and  district.      The   failure  on   the   part  of  a 
number   of  much-advertised    razors  to  accomplish    the 
work  claimed  for  them  has  led  the  public  to  a  somewhat 
pardonable  conclusion  that   such   a  thing  as  a  perfect 
razor  is  not  to  be  found  ;   but  since  the  introduction  of 


the  Mandarin  Razors  by  the  inventor  of  the  celebrated 
Gem  Air  Guns  these  have  been  acknowledged  at  home 


Eureka  "  Scissors  is 


and  abroad  as  being  as  near  to  perfection  as  it  is  possible 
to  attain.  Produced  from  a  specially  fine  brand  of 
English  steel,  forged  very  fine  throughout  and  hardened 
and  tempered  with  great  care,  the  Mandarins  possess 
every  qualification  that  gentlemen  accustomed  to  shave 
will  readily  appreciate.  They  never  require  grinding, 
also  very  little  stropping,  and,  under  careful  usage,  are 
guaranteed  to  last  a  lifetime,  giving  at  all  times  a 
luxurious  and  comfortable  shave.  A  set  of  Mandarin 
Razors  with  four  or  seven  blades  occupies  no  more  space 
than  a  single  razor,  a  consideration  novv-a-days  to 
gentlemen  travelling. 

The  peculiar  feature  of  tha 
their  curved  or  rounded 
blades,  the  advantage  of 
which  enables  the  user  to 
cut  through  the  thickest 
material  with  the  greatest 
ease,  the  cutting  power  being 
many  times  greater  than  any 
other  form  of  scissors  in  the 
market.  They  have  nicely- 
finished  nickel-plated  shaped 
bows  to  fit  the  fingers,  and 
are  made  in  every  variety  and 
size,  suitable  either  for  do- 
mestic or  warehouse  use. 
All  sizes  and  varieties  are  kept  in  stock  by  this  firm. 

The  whole  of  the  specialties  provided  by  Messrs. 
McPherson  bear  the  guarantee  of  universal  testimony, 
and,  as  the  firm  deal  only  in  goods  calculated  to  afford 
the  utmost  satisfaction,  they  are  in  consequence  favoured 
with  the  liberal  support  and  patronage  of  many  of  the 
better  classes.  Their  business  is  in  itself  an  illustration 
of  success  following  upon  systems  of  tact  and  enterprise, 
and  both  partners  are  well  known  in  social  and  commer- 
cial circles  for  the  vigorous  interest  they  manifest  in 
improving  and  extending  the  resources  of  the  trade  in 
which  they  have  acquired  such  well-deserved  repute 
and  distinction. 
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Mr.  J.  WINTON  MACKIE,  Marble  Cutter,  &c,  Glasgow. 


If  we  call  to  mind  the  thousand-and-one  articles  com- 
prised in  the  term  "  fancy  goods,"  we  shall  probably  not 
be  so  surprised  as  we  otherwise  should,  on  discovering 
the  multitudinous  products  of  a  "  marble  cutter,"  as 
illustrated  by  a  visit  to  the  showrooms  of  Mr.  J.  Winton 
Mackie,  of  123,  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow,  who 
established  this  business  some  years  ago.  This  gentle- 
man, with  an  experience  of  over  thirty  years  in  London 
and  other  parts  of  England,  Glasgow,  and  the  West  of 
Scotland,  has  undoubtedly  acquired  an  unrivalled  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  business  in  which  he  is  engaged. 
The  business  premises  in  West  Regent  Street  comprise 
commodious  and  efficiently-appointed  showrooms,  &c, 
containing  a  most  elaborate,  extensive,  and  artistic  dis- 
play of  sculptor  work  in  busts,  figures,  pedestals,  marble 
fonts  and  monumental  work,  marble  and  enamelled 
slate  chimney-pieces,  a  large  and  varied  selection  of  tiles 
of  every  description  from  the  ordinary  white  glazed 
earthenware  tile  to  the  more  elaborate  hall  tile,  and  art 
painted  tiles  of  every  description,  for  interior  or  exterior 
floor  and  wall  decorations,  and  cabinet  work,  &c. 
These  comprise  the  Mosaic,  tesselated,  and  encaustic 
tiles  for  vestibule  floors,  special  grooved  floor  tiles  for 
ships'  galleys,  lavatories,  &c.  ;  glazed  and  enamelled 
tiles,  porcelain  and  decorated  Majolica  tiles  for  the  walls 
and  windows  of  butcher,  fish,  dairy,  and  provision  shops  ; 
and  the  passages,  staircases,  entrance  halls,  and  vesti- 
bules of  private  and  public  buildings ;  also  for  bath 
rooms,  hearths  and  fire  places,  furniture  panelling, 
washstand  backs,  etc.  A  large  assortment  of  grates 
(register),  slow-combustion  and  other  stoves,  fenders, 
fire  brasses,  rests,  &c,  together  with  numerous  plain 
and  ornamental  iron  and  bronze  stands  with  marble 
tops,  for  dining  rooms,  restaurants,  &c,  are  kept  in 
stock.  All  the  marble  used. is  imported  direct  from  the 
quarries  at  Carrara,  Italy,  Belgium,  etc.  A  large  quan- 
tity of  all  the  ordinary  kinds  and  most  of  the  rarer  speci- 
mens, some  of  which  are  very  expensive,  is  always 
kept  in  stock.  The  showrooms  contain  the  largest, 
most  extensive,  and  most  valuable  display  of  marble 
and  tile  work  in  Scotland,  and  this,  in  conjunction  with 
the  artistic  method  of  arrangement,  makes  the  estab- 
lishment one  of  the  principal  attractions  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. The  works  and  stores  are  situated  at 
228  and  230,  West  George  Street,  where  every  des- 
cription of  marble  masonry  and  the  general  work  of 
the  business  is  executed.  A  large  and  efficient  staff  of 
skilled  workmen  is  constantly  employed,  and  all  orders 
are  executed  with  dispatch  and  promptitude.  Amongst 
the  numerous  important  works  executed  by  this  firm  in 
connection  with  the  marble,  tile,  and  mosaic  works 
departments  may  be  mentioned  the  following  public 
buildings  — the  new  Municipal  Buildings,  Greenock  ; 
new  northern  district  Court  Houses  and  Police  Build- 
ings ;  Mitchell  Library  ;  Belvedere  Hospital ;  Royal 
Asylum,  Gartnavel ;  Woodilee  Asylum,  Lenzie ;  Stir- 
lingshire Asylum,  Larbert ;  the  Crichton  Royal  Insti- 
tution, Dumfries;  the  Hillhead,  Woolsley  Street,  Thomson 


Street,  Barrowfield,  Washington  Street,  Hozier  Street, 
and  Townhead  Public  Schools ;  Blair  Lodge  School, 
Polmont ;  Technical  School,  Coatbridge ;  the  Burgh 
Academy  and  Knoxland  School,  Dumbarton  ;  Whiteinch 
Orphanage  ;  and  other  large  Schools  and  Institutions  in 
the  city  and  district.  Amongst  the  private  mansions  that 
have  been  fitted  up  with  marble  and  tile  work  by 
Mr.  Mackie  may  be  mentioned  those  of  Sir  William 
Mackinnon,  Bart.,  Kilmarie,  Skye ;  William  Strang 
Steel,  Esq.,  of  Philliphaugh,  Selkirkshire ;  Duke  of 
Hamilton, Brodick  Castle;  Auldjojamieson,  Whitehouse, 
Lamlash  ;  and  many  others  too  numerous  to  mention. 

The  skill  and  energy  of  Mr.  Mackie  are  not  only 
directed  in  the  lines  as  above  indicated,  but  he  does  also 
a  large  trade  amongst  the  shipbuilders  on  the  Clyde  and 
elsewhere,  in  a  special  line  of  work,  by  decorating  and 
lining  the  walls  of  the  saloons,  &c,  of  large  passenger 
steamers  with  marbles  of  various  colours,  some  of  these 
being  done  in  a  very  artistic  manner,  having  panels  of 
various  descriptions  with  figures,  fruit,  and  flowers  cut 
out  upon  the  face  of  the  marble  and  inlaid  and  filled  in 
with  gold.  Amongst  many  other  vessels  that  have  been 
treated  in  this  style  of  decoration  by  Mr.  Mackie  may 
be  mentioned  the  "  Tuskar  "  and  the  "  Arranmore,"  for 
the  Clyde  Shipping  Co.,  and  the  "  Scott,"  which  is  the 
latest  and  the  largest  steamer  ever  built  by  the  Messrs. 
Denny,  Dumbarton,  and  now  in  the  Cape  trade  of  the 
Union  Line.  In  this  connection  it  might  be  mentioned 
also  that  Mr.  Mackie  is  at  present  executing  a  large 
order  for  the  Messrs.  Denny  for  another  large  vessel 
they  are  at  present  building.  A  part  of  the  order  is  six 
full-size  marble  baths,  hewn  out  of  the  solid  block,  and 
polished  outside  and  inside — complete. 

As  a  manufacturer  of  general  marble  work,  monu- 
ments, memorial  tablets,  etc.,  Mr.  Mackie  has  acquired 
a  wide  reputation,  his  work  entitling  him  to  the  credit 
of  being  an  artist  of  a  very  high  order  and  rank  among 
the  highest  in  the  trade.  He  is  also  possessed  of  very 
valuable  testimonials  from  leading  architects  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  ;  but,  valuable  as  these  are  without 
doubt,  Mr.  Mackie  may  rest  content  to  allow  the  articles 
of  his  manufacture  to  speak  for  his  reputation,  for  his 
showrooms  contain  specimens  which  could  only  result 
from  the  highest  possible  attainment  and  the  most 
thorough  practical  and  theoretical  skill.  Mr.  Mackie 
has  acquired  an  extensive  and  valuable  connection,  and 
the  extent  of  his  trade  affords  him  the  enjoyment  of  an 
almost  unlimited  practice,  of  which  he  is  not  slow  to 
take  advantage.  A  distinct  speciality  of  the  house,  and 
for  which  he  is  extensively  patronised,  is  the  fitting  up 
and  decorating  of  dairies,  butchers'  and  fishmongers' 
shops,  etc.  For,  admirably  combining  utility  with  ar- 
tistic effect  for  beauty  of  arrangement  and  design,  the 
work  in  this  connection  is  unsurpassed.  Many  speci- 
mens of  this  branch  of  the  business  may  be  seen  in 
Glasgow  and,  in  fact,  throughout  the  country.  In  this 
connection  we  would  call  special  attention  to  the  spacious 
shops  of  Messrs.  J.  &  T.  Sawers,  the  celebrated  fish- 
mongers ;  the  butchers'  shops  of  Mr.  Young,  Duke  Street ; 
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and  Messrs.  William  Annacker,  of  sausage  fame,  &c, 
&c,  their  general  effect  forming  a  pleasurable  contrast 
to  the  ordinary  shop  interior.  A  wide  trade  has  already 
been  developed  in  this  direction,  but  the  system  is 
becoming  still  more  widely  renowned  and  extensively 
adopted,  and  it  is  yet  doubtful  whether  ingenuity  and 
enterprise  are  by  any  means  exhausted  in  this  direction. 


The  maintenance  of  trade  and  of  reputation  with  this 
house  may,  however,  be  safely  trusted  to  the  capable 
hands  of  the  proprietor,  Mr.  J.  Winton  Mackie,  whose 
far-seeing  policy,  whose  tact  and  zeal,  will  always  be 
exercised  to  enhance  the  beauties  of  his  art,  and  whose 
general  attributes  and  personal  good  qualities  will  ever 
endear  him  to  a  wide  and  still  widening  circle  of  friends. 


W.    B.    HILLIARD    &    SONS,   Surgical     Mechanists,    Makers   of    Surgical   Instruments, 

65,  Renfield  Street,  Glasgow. 


The  eminent  house  to  whose  successful  operations 
as  Surgical  Mechanists,  and  to  whose  contributions  to 
surgical  science  the  public  are  indebted,  occupies  a 
distinguished  place  at  the  head  of  those  British  concerns 
that  have  rendered  the  production  of  instruments  one  of 
the  most  valuable  of  technical  and  scientific  industries. 
As  specialists  in  the  branch  of  work  with  which  their 
name  is  now  so  widely  identified,  Messrs.  W.  B. 
Hilliard  &  Sons  have,  at  all  times,  led  the  way  in  all 
its  numerous  developments,  and  they  have  devoted  the 
results  of  almost  fifty-five  years' close  and  assiduous  study 
to  the  constant  improvement  of  all  forms  of  surgical 
apparatus,  and  the  continuous  introduction  of  new 
instruments  intended  to  alleviate  the  whole  distresses  to 
which  the  human  anatomy  is  subject.  As  far  back  as 
in  the  year  1862  Messrs.  Hilliard  were  the  recipients 
of  a  bronze  medal  at  the  International  Exhibition,  held 
in  London  —  the  only  medal  gained  by  a  Scottish 
firm.  This  distinction  has  been  since  followed  up  by 
a  series  of  prizes  and  certificates  of  merit — notably, 
those  of  London,  1881,  and  Glasgow,  1883 — and  the 
immense  expansion  of  their  business  and  the  far-spread- 
ing popularity  in  which  their  productions  are  held 
indicate  fully  that  these  well-merited  awards  have  not 
been  without  their  significance.  The  firm,  while 
devoting  due  attention  to  those  improvements  which 
their  own  inventive  skill  has  suggested,  have  not 
hesitated  to  adopt  with  readiness  any  forms  of  surgical 
mechanism  introduced  by  European  doctors  and 
scientists,  and  thus  from  Germany,  where  the  art  of 
instrument  making  ranks  paramount,  they  have  derived 
many  specialties  of  incalculable  service  to  the  profession. 
Other  worthy  preparations  have  been  gleaned  from  the 
surgeries  of  Austria  and  France,  while  the  productions 
of  the  well-known  Birmingham  firm  of  Parkes  have 
received  full  representation  at  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Hilliard.  As  importers  of  every  class  of  obstetric, 
opthalmic,  and  surgical  requisites,  Messrs.  Hilliard 
have  been  enabled  to  cover  a  wide  field  of  operations, 
and  have  become  noted  everywhere  throughout  this 
country  for  the  tact  with  which  they  discover  any  novel 
or  ingenious  appliance  devised  to  serve  the  ends  of 
chirurgical  science.  Of  this  class  of  subjects  the  well- 
known  instruments  of  Dr.  McEwen  present  an  interest- 
ing example,  and,  as  invaluable  aids  to  the  examination 
of  the  bones  and  the  brain,  these  are  now  in  use  at  all 
ends  of  the  earth,  to  which  they  are  being  daily  con- 
signed by  Messrs.  Hilliard.  To  recapitulate  the  heads 
of  the  several  branches  of  surgical  mechanism  in  which 
Messrs.  Hilliard  have  acquired  prominence  would  be  to 
fill  an  opuscule.  It  is  sufficient  tor  the  obvious  purposes 
of  this  brief  sketch   to   state   that   there  is  no  depart- 


ment of  scientific  work  in  which  they  have  fallen  short 
of  the  highest  attainable  distinction,  and  their  own 
matured  ideas  and  inventive  powers  have  expiscated 
many  appliances  that  have  so  far  enhanced  the  already 
numerous  capabilities  of  doctors  as  to  grapple  with 
surgical  difficulties  which  hitherto  the  hand  had  failed 
to  accomplish.  The  firm's  instruments  are  provided  to 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  the  Western  Infirmary,  the  Royal 
Asylum,  Victoria  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  and  to  all  the 
principal  infirmaries,  asylums,  and  institutions  of  Scot- 
land ;  and  in  all  similar  institutions  at  home  and 
abroad  the  firm's  specialties  are  in  daily  requisition. 
With  reference  to  the  purely  technical  features  of  their 
productions,  it  should  be  here  stated  that  the  firm 
make  everything  of  a  fine  class  of  steel,  obtained  dis- 
tinctly for  this  purpose,  and  no  expense  is  spared  to 
attain  the  perfection  and  finish  so  indispensable  to 
the  manufacture  of  all  subjects  of  the  kind.  The 
assistants  are  all  selected  workmen,  engaged  for  their 
special  experience  in  this  trade,  and  in  the  whole  de- 
partments of  the  work  the  latest  mechanical  improve- 
ments are  brought  into  operation.  Messrs.  Hilliard 
have  also  two  patent  skates,  which  are  universally  used 
throughout  Scotland,  and  have  also  patented  a  spinal 
traction  cure  for  curvature  which  is  highly  appreciated 
by  the  medical  profession  ;  all  of  these  patents  are 
secured  both  at  home  and  in  the  United  States  of 
America.  The  establishment  at  Renfield  Street  is  the 
one  in  which  the  firm  have  carried  on  business  since 
the  year  1856.  Previous  to  that  year  it  was  located 
at  the  original  centre  in  Buchanan  Street,  where  the 
late  esteemed  founder  of  the  business,  Mr.  W.  B. 
Hilliard,  first  commenced  in  1836.  Until  1880  this 
much  respected  gentleman  remained  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  and  on  his  demise  was  succeeded  by  his  two 
sons,  who  had  joined  the  firm  only  two  years  before. 
Since  the  death  of  Mr.  John  C.  Hilliard,  which  occurred 
in  1883,  the  valuable  interests  and  eminent  repute 
of  the  house  have  been  vigorously  preserved  by  Mr. 
Joseph  B.  Hilliard,  who  is  the  only  proprietor  of  the 
firm,  and  is  well-known  in  business  and  social  circles 
alike  for  his  genial  courtesy  and  professional  skill,  and 
for  the  ability  with  which  the  interests  of  his  calling  are 
promoted.  The  control  of  a  series  of  active  agencies  on 
the  Continent,  and  of  branch  establishments  in  Edin- 
burgh, Aberdeen,  and  Dundee,  is  well  sustained  by  Mr. 
Hilliard ;  and  his  constant  recognition  of  all  those 
commendable  principles  under  which  the  house  has 
been  advanced  to  its  present  dignity  and  status  among 
the  institutions  of  note  in  the  commercial  metropolis, 
is  a  marked  feature  of  its  present  guidance  and 
administration. 
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MESSRS.     McCALL     &     STEPHEN, 


Biscuit     Manufacturers,     Adelphi     Biscuit    Factory, 
Glasgow 


Special  and  extensive  machinery  being  now  requisite  in 
biscuit  making,  and  the  manufacture  being  one  which 
can  only  be  successfully  conducted  on  a  large  scale,  it 
has  of  necessity   become  the  practical    monopoly   of  a 


way  in  Scotland,  invaded  England,  and  established  them- 
selves in  various  cities  and  towns  dominating  the 
principal  sections  of  the  country.  Their  English 
branches  are  located  in  London,  at  Plymouth,  Cardiff, 


few  large  firms  whose  names  are  familiar  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  Most  prominent  amongst 
these  fortunate  firms  is  that  of  Messrs.  McCall  and 
Stephen,  of  Glasgow.  For  Messrs.  McCall  and 
Stephen,  not  content  with  having  matters  all  their  own 


Manchester  and  Birmingham.  This  is  a  good  geographi- 
cal distribution  of  commercial  bases — a  fact  which 
indicates  the  firm's  shrewdness.  Of  course  the  vast  and 
greatly  ramified  business  now  controlled  by  Messrs. 
McCall  and  Stephen  was  started  on  a  much  less  ambi- 
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tious  scale,  but  it  says  much  for  the  firm  that,  instead  of 
resting  on  their  oars  when  a  satisfactory  degree  of  success 
had  been  attained,  they  launched  out  in  fresh  directions. 
For  not  merely  did  they  endeavour  to  extend  the  scope 
of  their  operations,  but  they  constantly  sought  to  improve 
their  methods  of  manufacture  and  devise  popular 
novelties.  A  visit  to  the  Adelphi  Factory  will  prove  the 
first  proposition  ;  a  glance  at  the  firm's  price  list  will 
verify  the  second.  For  while  the  machinery  and 
mechanical  facilities  at  the  factory  are  of  the  most 
perfect  description  yet  devised,  the  varieties  of  biscuits 
catalogued  by  the  firm  would  be  an  astonishing  revela- 
tion to  the  unsophisticated  person  who  regards  biscuits 
as  being  of  only  two  possible  kinds — hard  and  soft.  This 
will  be  understood  when  it  is  stated  that  the  firm  make 
about  150  different  kinds  of  biscuits,  crackers,  cracknels, 
rusks,  "  fingers,"  nuts,  and  snaps.  Here,  surely,  is 
variety  enough  to  suit  all  tastes.  Besides  the  manu- 
facture of  biscuits,  Messrs.  McCall  &  Stephen  make 
numerous  kinds  of  cakes — large  and  small — the  very 
names  of  which  are  pleasantly  suggestive  ;  also  Scotch 
currant  buns  and  shortbread.  All  this  implies  an 
amount  of  skill  and  judgment  beyond  anything  con- 
ceivable by  persons  having  no  knowledge  of  the  trade. 
The  business  was  established  something  like  thirty- 
seven  years  ago,  and,  eight  years  later,  the  firm  sent 
samples  of  their  manufacture  to  the  London  International 
Exhibition  of  1862.  In  consideration  of  the  excellence 
of  these,   a    prize    medal  was   awarded   them,    and,   as 


showing  that  the  firm,  in  spite  of  competition,  still  hold 
the  premier  position  they  early  acquired,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  at  the  Edinburgh  International  Exhibi- 
tion of  1886  they  were  again  successful  in  carrying  off 
a  prize  medal.  The  Adelphi  Factory,  where  the  great 
industry  created  by  the  firm  is  carried  on,  is  a  very 
extensive  one.  It  has  an  imposing  frontage  four  storeys 
high  ;  on  the  first  flat  is  a  large  and  finely  appointed 
counting  house,  where  a  staff  of  clerks  is  kept  busily 
engaged  ;  on  the  same  floor  are  the  private  rooms  of  the 
principals.  The  three  upper  floors  of  the  front  building 
are  used  as  packing  and  store-rooms,  etc.,  while  the 
despatch  department  is  on  the  ground  floor.  At  the 
rear  of  this  are  the  bakery  and  factory.  In  the  bakery, 
where  perfect  order  and  cleanliness  prevail,  as  shewing 
the  rapid  development  of  the  business  the  firm  have 
erected  six  ovens — three  of  them  on  4:he  newest  principle, 
and  probably  the  largest  in  Scotland — within  the  last 
twelve  months.  In  fact,  the  bakery  and  factory  are 
replete  with  the  newest  and  best  machinery,  and  the 
output  is  enormous.  Although  steam  power  is  used 
throughout  the  establishment,  manual  labour  is  also 
requisite,  and  the  firm  have  in  their  employ  a  large  and 
efficient  staff  to  cope  with  the  large  trade  carried  on. 

In  addition  to  the  departments  noted,  there  are 
large  flour  stores  containing  immense  stocks.  For 
local  distributive  arrangements  the  firm  have  numerous 
horses  and  vans,  for  the  accommodation  of  which  stables 
and  sheds  have  to  be  provided. 


MUIR  &  HOUSTON,  Marine  Engineers  and  Boiler  Makers  for  Merchant  Vessels,  Harbour 
Engine  'Works,  Portman  Street,  Kinning  Park,  Glasgow. 


The  steady  and  substantial  progress  of  the  engineering 
industries  in  and  around  Glasgow  has  been  marked  by 
the  rise  and  development  of  many  firms  that  have 
become  known  and  distinguished  over  a  wide  area  in 
connection  with  some  special  branch  or  branches  of 
production.  Concerns  of  this  kind  have  modelled  the 
industrial  character  of  Glasgow  with  a  firm  hand  and 
in  an  enduring  form  ;  and  among  the  many  prominent 
houses  that  have  played  a  part  in  building  up  the  city's 
reputation  in  this  respect,  a  high  position  is  held  by 
that  of  Messrs.  Muir  &  Houston,  of  Harbour  Engine 
Works.  This  firm  has  greatly  distinguished  itself 
in  the  manufacture  of  all  descriptions  of  marine, 
engines  and  steam  boilers.  The  works  are  of  very 
considerable  extent,  fully  two-thirds  of  the  area  being 
covered  by  the  buildings,  offices,  and  workshops.  The 
principal  engineering  shop  is  a  model  of  complete 
equipment  in  all  parts.  The  machinery  in  operation  is  of 
the  most  improved  modern  type,  and  the  entire  arrange- 
ment of  the  place  indicates  how  carefully  and  thoroughly 
its  resources  have  been  developed,  in  order  that  the 
various  classes  of  work  here  undertaken  might  be  accom- 
plished with  rapidity,  economy,  and  efficiency.  Some  of 
the  most  powerful  machine  tools  are  here  to  be  seen  in 
full  operation — drilling,  boring,  cutting,  and  performing 
other  prodigious  feats  in  a  few  minutes  which  would  have 
occupied  our  grandfathers  for  several  days.  So  great 
are  the  facilities  in  this  respect  that  the  firm  have,  up 
to  the  end  of  August  of  this  year  (1891),  been  able  to 
turn  out  at  the  rate  of  one  set  of  marine  engines  and 


boilers  per  week,  viz.,  thirty-six  sets.  The  large 
shop  is  full  of  machinery  in  a  multiplicity  of  forms, 
each  apparatus  doing  its  own  special  work  with  the 
utmost  regularity  and  precision  as  required.  The 
blacksmith's  shop  with  its  numerous  forges,  steam- 
hammers,  etc.,  etc.,  is  another  notable  department  well 
worthy  of  a  visit.  There  are  many  other  buildings 
incidental  to  the  industry  carried  on,  and  all  are  well 
planned  and  commodious,  the  most  prominent  being  the 
engine  and  boiler  houses,  the  pattern  shops,  and  the 
various  stores.  The  air  of  busy  activity  which  pervades 
the  establishment  will  not  fail  to  impress  the  visitor 
with  a  sense  of  the  magnitude  of  the  industry  to  which 
these  fine  premises  and  their  costly  equipment  are 
devoted.  The  firm  devotes  a  large  share  of  its  attention 
to  the  introduction  of  boilers  of  the  leading  types,  and 
contracts  in  this  department  are  carried  out  in  the  most 
thorough  manner,  Messrs.  Muir  &  Houston  embodying 
in  all  their  work  the  latest  improvements  that  mechanical 
science  has  been  able  to  devise.  The  firm  altogether 
has  developed  a  business  and  industry  of  exceptional 
magnitude  and  influence,  and  it  will  universally  be 
admitted  throughout  the  engineering  world  that  Messrs. 
Muir  &  Houston  have  won  a  splendid  position  in 
the  line  of  operations  they  follow.  They  employ 
five  hundred  hands,  and,  in  addition  to  the  large  and 
valuable  home  connection  maintained,  control  also  an 
immense  export  trade,  and  send  their  machinery  to  win 
added  fame  and  extended  renown  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe. 
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J.     NEWBIGGING    SMITH    &    Co.,    Cabinet    Makers,    Upholsterers,    and    Carpet 
Warehousemen,   26   &   28,  Jamaica    Street,    Glasgow. 


The  prosperity  of  the  cabinet-making  industries  in 
Glasgow  has  been  largely  derived  from  the  successful 
operations  of  those  old  and  influential  houses  of  which 
that  now  selected  for  brief  notice  affords  a  distinguished 
example  ;  and  the  business  now  known  under  the  firm- 
title  of  Messrs.  J.  Newbigging  Smith  and  Co. 
possesses  all  the  interesting  and  characteristic  features 
of  a  concern  exemplifying  the  higher  phase  of  the 
cabinet-making  art  and  trade.  From  its  commence- 
ment half  a  century  ago 
until  the  present  time  the 
establishment  has  formed  an 
accredited  medium  for  the 
supply     of    substantial     and 
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artistic  furnishings  at  terms 
suitable  to  every  develop- 
ment in  modern  trade  com- 
petition, and  the  firm  have 
taken  a  worthy  initiative  in 
all  movements  tending  to 
bring  high-class  goods  within 
reach  of  all  classes,  while 
the  high  standard  of  excel- 
lence in  production  adopted 
by  the  founders  of  the 
business  has  been  rigidly 
and  consistently  adhered  to. 
The  operations  of  the 
business  are  conducted  in 
the  magnificent  premises 
in  Jamaica  Street,  and 
the  trade  of  the  house 
manifests  constant  growth 
and  development  credit- 
able to  the  able  and  un- 
tiring management  of  Mr. 
J.  Newbigging  Smith,  the  only  partner  and  proprie- 
tor. The  excellence  of  the  firm's  goods  is  known  to, 
and  appreciated  by,  first-class  connections  all  over  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  the  extent  and  capacities  of  the 
establishment  at  the  above  address  may  be  said  to  form 
a  splendid  evidence  of  the  facilities  which  the  firm 
command  and  the  magnitude  of  the  resources  they 
maintain.  The  entire  space  of  five  flats  is  fully  occu- 
pied, and  as  regards  frontage,  elevation,  and  lighting, 
the  house  is  especially  favoured.     Each  floor  forms  a 


r 


spacious    ware-room    or    show-room,    wherein    all    the  tuents. 


diversified  styles  and  designs  in  modern  furnishing  are 
admirably  illustrated.  A  correct  knowledge  of  artistic 
effect  is  manifested  in  the  manner  in  which  the  various 
furnishings  for  the  dining-room,  drawing-room,  parlour, 
hall,  lobby,  and  office  are  submitted  en  suite;  and  the 
extensive  space  which  the  capacities  of  the  house  make 
available  enables  the  firm  to  exhibit  to  the  best  possible 
advantage  what  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  largest 
collections  of  high-class  furniture  in   the   trade.       The 

liberal  and  satisfactory 
terms  on  which  the  firm 
carry  out  the  entire  under- 
takings of  the  cabinet- 
making  trade  are  well  as- 
sured in  the  simple  fact 
that  they  supervise  the 
manufacture — under  systems 
of  the  greatest  economy 
— of  nearly  everything  they 
supply ;  and  while  they 
are  known  to  produce  ■ —  in 
furniture  —  styles  that  are 
original  and  unconventional, 
they  display  special  skill 
in  the  production  of  bed- 
ding, and  their  upholstery 
work  is  not  rivalled  by  that 
of  any  house  in  the  West 
of  Scotland.  Messrs.  J. 
Newbigging  Smith  and  Co. 
transact  a  very  large  and 
important  trade  in  carpets, 
and  import  an  enormous 
range  of  fabrics,  rich  and 
meritorious  alike  in  texture 
and  design.  The  firm  deal 
exclusively  in  superior  goods,  and  have  taken  at  all 
times  a  leading  part  in  directing  public  taste  towards  a 
high  standard  of  furnishing  art.  The  steadfast  recog- 
nition of  this  principle  has  valuably  contributed  to 
enhance,  as  well  as  sustain,  their  commercial  re- 
putation, and  in  the  continuous  enterprise  of  the 
esteemed  principal  of  the  firm  there  consists  the 
best  recommendation  of  the  merits  of  a  house  so 
eminently  founded  on  honourable  trading  successes, 
and    the    unvarying     support    of     its     many     consti- 
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D.     STEWART     & 


CO.     (Limited),     Engineers,     Boiler     Makers,     Machine 
London    Road    Ironworks,    Bridgeton,    Glasgow. 


Makers,     &c, 


In  entering  upon  a  more  or  less  exhaustive  historical 
review  of  the  leading  industrial  and  commercial  houses 
of  Glasgow  and  its  environs,  a  prominent  place  must  of 
course  be  assigned  to  the  branch  of  industry  only 
second  in  local  importance  to  the  great  Clyde  ship- 
building enterprises,  namely,  the  allied  branches  of 
Engineering,  Machine  Making,  and  Millwrighting. 

Of  the  higher  phases  of  these  important  arts,  we 
find  a  truly  first-rate  exemplification  in  the  eminent  firm 
designated  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  In  its  special 
departments  of  industrial  activity,  the  firm  is  locally 
unsurpassed  in  the  extent  of  its  resources,  the  quality  of 
its  work,  and  the  scientific  completeness  of  its  methods. 
This  great  firm,  which  so  ably  controls  the  London  Road 
Iron  Works  at  Bridgeton,  dates  back  in  its  original 
foundation  to  the  year  1844,  the  present  premises 
having,  from  the  first,  enclosed  the  active  operations  of  the 
house,  while  the  present  directing  and  controlling  chief's 
father  laid  the  nucleus  of  the  now  vastly  expanded 
undertaking.  The  ground  occupied  by  the  London 
Road  Iron  Works  is  very  spacious,  the  dimensions 
hardly  being  less  than  three  acres.  Excellent  frontages 
are  presented  to  Summer  Street,  William  Street,  and 
London  Road,  while  the  interior  of  the  establishment, 
which  is  typical  of  all  that  it  should  be,  is  of  most 
perfect  construction,  and,  in  equipment,  is  unsurpassed 
in  the  trade  or  profession  of  the  Engineer  and  Machinist. 
The  magnitude  of  the  firm's  industrial  operations  may 
be  conceived  from  the  fact  that  it  has  nearly  one 
thousand  hands  employed  in  the  various  departments. 

A  special  feature  of  Messrs.  D.  Stewart  &  Com- 
pany's, Limited,  manufacture  is  sugar-refining  machinery, 
a  branch  of  industrial  activity  in  which  the  firm  is 
generally  acknowledged  to  be  universally  unrivalled. 
Other  specialties  of  the  house  include  land  and  marine 
engines,  pumping  machinery  of  every  description, 
calico  printing  machinery,  dyeing  and  bleaching  appar- 
atus, and  hydraulic  appliances  in  great  variety.  A  very 
considerable  importance  attaches  to  the  firm's  patented 
inventions  of  hydraulic  attachments  for  sugar  mills, 
which  are  credited  with  possessing  the  following  specific 
advantages,  namely, — higher  percentage  of  juice  ;  the 
power  of  maintaining  this  percentage  in  constancy; 
freedom  from  breakdowns ;  less  attention  required  to 
regular  feeding  ;  and  lastly,  the  power,  by  such  equal 
crushing,  to  regulate  the  boiler  furnaces  for  burning  the 
wet  "  megass."  So  greatly  are  these  attachments 
valued  among  sugar  refiners  everywhere,  that  Messrs.  D. 
Stewart  &  Company,  Limited,  have  fitted  up  mills  for 
•sugar  extraction  in  all  the  West  India  Islands,  Canary 
Islands,  Chili,  and  all  parts  of  the  World,  not  to  men- 
tion the  many  home  mills  which  the  firm  has  equipped. 
In  the  department  of  hydraulic  machinery,  Messrs. 
D.  Stewart  &  Co.,  Limited,  export  large  quantities  of 
cotton  and  jute  presses  to  Calcutta  and  Bombay. 
Pumping  engines  of  dimensions  suited  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  largest  waterworks  are  also  manufactured, 


as  well  as  appliances  for  irrigation,  agricultural,  and 
sanitary  undertakings. 

Among  the  more  notable  contracts  that  have  been 
completed  by  the  firm  in  the  department  of  land  and 
marine  engineering  must  be  mentioned  the  splendid 
compound  horizontal  engine  made,  together  with  two 
Lancashire  type  steel  boilers,  for  the  great  flax  works  of 
Messrs.  Ireland  Freres,  of  Houplines,  near  Armentieres, 
France,  and  an  engine  they  made  for  the  Glasgow 
Cotton  Spinning  Company,  in  1890,  to  drive  their  entire 
works. 

Marine  Engineering  is  also  successfully  engaged  in, 
the  patrons  of  the  firm  being  some  of  the  most  noted 
firms  of  shipbuilders  on  the  Clyde. 

Throughout  the  entire  range  of  Messrs.  D.  Stewart 
&  Company's,  Limited,  engineering  activity,  the  work 
supplied  is  of  high-class  character,  energies  of  the  most 
commanding  order  being  drawn  into  the  service  to 
ensure  the  complete  appreciation  of  patrons.  A  highly 
commendable  spirit  permeates  the  entire  establishment, 
and  the  life  infused  into  it  is  mainly  due  to  the  repeated 
exertions  of  the  principal,  Mr.  Stewart,  whose  assiduity 
and  steady  application  to  business  secure  a  well- 
deserved  reward  in  a  large  and  world-wide  connection. 
Mr.  Stewart  has  a  personal  history  at  once  interesting, 
instructive,  and  encouraging.  He  is  not  merely  a  "  self- 
made  "  man,  but  he  possesses  the  manly  courage  which 
forbids  his  being  ashamed  of  his  humble  industrial 
antecedents.  From  an  exceptionally  early  age  labour 
has  claimed  him  for  one  of  her  most  favoured  sons.  She 
has  watched  unremittingly  his  industrial  efforts  ;  she  has 
smiled  upon  the  manly  energy  and  determination  to 
succeed  which  characterised  his  earlier  years.  His 
efforts  have  been  crowned  with  a  triumphal  success,  and 
he  has  now  given  a  large  share  of  his  individual  success 
to  the  world  by  making,  for  future  time,  his  artisan 
employees  participators  in  the  fruits  of  his  ably-directed 
energies  and  all-reaching  pre-vision. 

The  London  Road  Iron  Works  have  been  consoli- 
dated on  a  new  basis  in  which  his  workmen  shall  be 
shareholders  and  profit  participators.  Mr.  Stewart 
is  aided  in  the  enterprise  by  Mr.  Arthur  Davey,  son  of 
Sir  Horace  Davey,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  late  Solicitor-General 
in  the  last  Gladstone  Administration,  and  Mr.  W. 
Graham  Loyd,  son  of  the  great  English  Banker  of 
that  name.  Mr.  Duncan  Stewart  and  his  capable 
allies  have,  we  are  assured,  nothing  to  fear  from  this 
extension  of  confidence  in,  and  mutual  benefit  to,  a 
class  who  have  long  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the 
day,  without  a  corresponding  recognition  and  recompense 
on  the  part  of  capitalist  employers.  The  at  all  times 
cordial  relations  subsisting  between  Mr.  Stewart  and 
his  workmen  will  be  strengthened,  if  that  be  possible. 
In  the  firm's  proposal  we  see  the  bright  omen  of  an 
order  of  things  which  will  solve  more  effectually  than 
volumes  of  politico-economic  platitudes,  communistic 
dogma,  and  other  propaganda,  the  social  issues  of  the 
age  in   their  relation  to  labour. 
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J.  &  T.  SAWERS,  Fishmongers,  Ice  Merchants,  Poulterers,  and    Game    Dealers,  n,  13,  and 

15,   Howard  Street,  Glasgow.     Telegraphic  address:  "  Sawers,"  Glasgow.     Telephone  No.   1108. 

Branches— Grand   Hotel   Buildings,  Charing  Cross;  Telephone  No.   12. 

7,  Buckingham  Buildings,  Hillhead  ;   Telephone  No.  2048. 


Probably  the  larger  proportion  of  fish  merchandise 
comprehended  in  Glasgow's  diurnal  food  supply  is 
passed  through  the  hands  of  the  eminent  fish  purveying 
firm  to  whose  operations  the  present  brief  sketch  is  de- 
voted.    In  the  commercial  metropolis, — where  the  fish 


brought  to  a  stan- 
dard of  magnificent 
development  unri- 
valled in  the  records 
of  modern  enter- 
prise, —  Messrs. 
Sawers  have 
attained  a  distin- 
guished place,  and 
the  fact,  that  their 
large  and  influential 
business  has  been 
for  many  years 
established   and 


controlled  on  systems  favourable  alike  to  the  entire 
trade  and  to  the  requirements  of  the  fish-consuming 
public,  finds  due  practical  illustration  and  emphasis 
in  its  present  sound  condition  of  increasing  vitality 
and  progressiveness.  The  opening  of  their  present 
emporium  at  11,  13,  and  15,  West 
Howard  Street,  on  the  8th  of  October, 
1890,  formed  the  culmination  of  what 
had  been  for  many  years  previous 
thereto  a  continuous  succession  of 
improvements,  rendered  absolutely 
necessary  by  the  expansion  of  the 
business  during  a  lengthy  period  repre- 
senting the  greater  part  of  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  This  momentous  occasion 
— forming  as  it  did  a  gratifying  epoch 
in  the  progress  of  the  house  —  was 
signalised  by  a  large  banquet,  to  which 
were  invited  many  of  the  most  influen- 
tial merchants  and  tradesmen  in  the 
city.  The  banquet  was  given  in  almost 
regal  style,  and  among  those  who  had 
the  honour  of  being  present,  and  of 
partaking  of  the  liberal  and  unrestricted 
fare  provided,  were  :  —  Bailie  Robert 
Graham,  the  well-known  news-agent, 
of  Eglinton  Street  ;  Councillor  Walter 
Wilson,  the  "lion  proprietor"  of  the 
Collosseum  Warehouse  in  Jamaica 
Street ;  Mr.  Hugh  Morrison,  the  famous 
city  warehouseman  and  outfitter ;  Mr. 
Nicol  Anderson,  the  wine  merchant  of 
St.  Enoch  Square  ;  Mr.  D.  McNaugh- 
ton,  agent  of  the  Commercial  Bank,  St. 
Enoch  Square ;  and  a  number  of 
notables  identified  with  the  commercial 
interests  of  Glasgow.  The  responsibili- 
ties of  the  chairmanship  devolved  upon 
Bailie  Bowman,  of  the  well-known 
photographic  house  in  Jamaica  Street, 
and  he  discharged  the  duties  thereof 
with  the  acceptance  and  with  the 
geniality  and  zest  to  which  most  Glas- 
gow   people   are   already   well   accustomed. 

The  public  interest  manifested  in  the  occasion  was 
partly  expressed  in  several  press  notices,  notably  those  ap- 
pearing in  the  " North  British  Daily  Mail"  and  "  Scottish 
Leader"  of  Oct.  9th,  neat  and  tasteful  reference  being 
made  to  the  scale  of  magnificence  and  cost  upon  which 
the  new  establishment  had  been  elaborated  to  the  de- 
signsof  Mr.  J.Winton  Mackie  (123,  West  Regent  Street), 
operating  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  John  Sawers,  who 
is  an  artist  of  some  considerable  merit.  A  very  lengthy 
account  of  the  proceedings  appeared  in  "The  Scottish 
Leather  Trader  "  of  6th  November,  and  in  that  notice  a 
high  compliment  was  rendered  to  Mr.  Thomas  White 
for  the  excellence  of  his  purveying  ;  and  the  account 
(therein  detailed)  of  Mr.  George  Sawers'  experiences  in 
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the  treatment  of  oysters  presents  quite  a  revelation  on 
the  subject,  as  interesting  to  the  readers  of  the  "  Record  " 
as  to  the  group  of  persons  to  whom  it  was  imparted  with 
characteristic  good  humour.  "  The  Bailie  " — whose  face- 
tious references  to  "  Men  you  Know  "  are  never  lacking  in 
aptness — said,  in  noting  the  above  occasion  :  "There  is 
probably  no  more  magnificent  fish  shop  in  Europe,  and 
the  splendours  of  the  suggestive  tiles  and  the  granite 
slabs — to  say  nothing  of  the  refreshing  coolness  expe- 
rienced in  the  spacious  refrigerator — must  be  inspected 
in  order  to  be  appreciated."  From  this  it  will  be  obvious 
that  any  penned  description  of  Messrs.  Sawers'  elegant 
centre  of  business  in  West  Howard  Street  must  fail  to 
convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  many  combined  phases 
of  ornamentation  and  utility  it  presents,  or  the  charac- 
teristics of  decorative  art  and  lavish  fitting  with  which 
the  interior  is  resplendent.  The  tes- 
selated  floor,  the  hand-painted  tile 
panels  of  which  the  walls  are  composed, 
the  appointments  in  marble  and  granite 
work,  the  beautiful  sign  which  dignifies 
the  front  entrance,  the  oyster  bar,  and 
saloon  at  the  rear,  are  all  features  of 
the  establishment  appropriate  to  its 
class  of  trade  and  also  to  its  commer- 
cial distinction  ;  and  in  respect  of  the 
ornate  character  of  its  appointment 
alone,  it  stands  second  to  none  in  the 
Kingdom. 

With  respect  to  the  manner  in 
which  Messrs.  Sawers  exemplify  the 
best  features  of  high-class  fish  trade,  it 
is  impossible  to  add  anything  to  the 
very  enviable  name  and  reputation  they 
have  long  held  for  the  prompt  and 
satisfactory  character  of  their  dealings. 
They  issue  an  attractive  compilation 
under  the  title  of  "  Sawers'  Fish  and 
Game  Calendar,"'  replete  with  infor- 
mation as  to  the  varying  fish  seasons, 
and  forming  a  substantial  index  to  the 
classes  of  fish  procured  by  them  in  each 
month  of  the  year.  It  enables  persons 
at  a  distance  to  obtain  an  insight  into  the  fish,  game,  and 
poultry  suitable  for  every  mutation  of  the  calendar,  and 
embodies,  among  other  things,  sketches  of  the  natural 
and  economic  history  of  our  food  fishes  and  game 
birds.  To  those  who  can  appreciate  a  more  ex- 
haustive treaty  on  the  subject,  the  firm's  book  on 
"  Our  Table  Fishes :  How  to  Choose  and  Cook  them," 
presents  an  opuscule,  fresh  and  intelligently  written,  con- 
taining much  that  is  novel  to  the  ordinary  reader,  and 
arranged  in  a  series  of  sections  in  which  there  is  not  one 
dry  word.  It  embodies  a  number  of  very  concise  and 
accurate  facts  as  to  "  the  harvest  of  the  sea  "  and  its 
consumption,  the  greater  possibilities  of  trawl  fishing, 
the  importance  of  fish  from  a  dietary  point  of  view,  the 
trade  of  the  fishmonger,  and  the  acquisition  of  P'innan 
haddocks   and    Loch    Fyne    herrings — two    staple   fish 


commodities  in  which  the  firm  specially  deal.  Messrs. 
Sawers  have  done  much  to  popularise  these  as  against 
the  many  imitations  with  which  unprincipled  traders 
have  attempted  to  satiate  the  public  demand.  The 
liberal  and  enterprising  manner  in  which  Messrs. 
Sawers  have  preserved  their  friendly  commercial  rela- 
tions with  the  fishers  of  the  Scottish  coast  has  tended  to 
maintain — as  well  as  enlarge — their  facilities  of  resource, 
and  few  houses  provide  with  greater  promptitude  for  the 
requirements  of  public  and  private  institutions,  hydro- 
pathies, hotels,  restaurants,  and  all  such  houses  where 
daily  regularity  in  supply  is  absolutely  indispensable. 
No  class  of  fish,  poultry,  or  game  is  excluded  from  their 
comprehensive  operations,  and  Messrs.  Sawers  are 
thus  in  a  position  to  furnish  with  equal  satisfaction  the 
most    common   produce  of  sea  or  river   and  the  much- 


admired  dainties  of 
the  epicure.  The  use 
of  the  telephone  and 
telegraph  is  largely 
available  for  the  firm's 
commercial  operations ;  and  in 
the  branch  houses,  at  the  above 
addresses,  an  adequate  staff  is 
employed,  in  order  to  render 
attentive  service  to  the  requirements  of  their  numerous 
patrons  in  and  beyond  Glasgow.  As  ice  merchants 
the  firm  command  a  business  consistent  with  the 
importance  and  magnitude  of  the  other  departments. 
The  senior  partner  is  now  actively  assisted  in  the  ad- 
ministration by  his  three  sons,  whose  life-long  acquaint- 
ance with  the  trade  is  of  great  value  to  the  continuous 
control  of  the  eminent  business  over  which  he  presides. 
As  a  typical  Metropolitan  concern,  Messrs.  Sawers 
have  few  rivals  in  their  own  class  of  trade,  and  the 
present  influential  status  of  the  house  is,  in  itself,  a 
high  tribute  to  the  abilities  of  the  respective  partners  as 
representing  the  results  of  honourably -directed  com- 
mercial zeal  and  enterprise,  for  which  such  distinction 
must  at  all  times  constitute  the  most  proper  and  meri- 
torious return. 


go 
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DAWSON  &  M'NICOLL,   Merchant  Tailors  &  Outfitters,  421  &  423,  Sauchiehall  Street,  Glasgow. 


A  magnificent  example  of  an  all-round  useful  and 
admirably  conducted  enterprise  in  connection  with  the 
sartorial  art  of  Glasgow  is  afforded  by  the  establish- 
ment opened,  about  two  years  ago,  by  Messrs.  Dawson 
and  M'Nicoll,  at  421  and  423,  Sauchiehall  Street,  near 
Charing  Cross.  These  premises  consist  of  a  magnifi- 
cently capacious  saloon,  having  an  exceptionally  attrac- 


sive,  and  embrace  all  the  leading  lines  in  Scotch, 
English,  and  Irish  cloth,  including  the  choicest 
tweeds  of  Hawick,  Galashiels,  Bannockburn,  Inverness, 
and  the  Island  of  Harris ;  extra  -  super  West  of 
England  wool  -  dyed  meltons,  serges,  cashmere 
coatings,  and  other  varieties.  The  stock  of  ready- 
made   clothing,    both   for   gentlemen    and   juveniles,  is 


tive  frontage  and  an  interior  which,  in  respect  of 
appropriate  appointment  and  embellishment,  will  not 
easily  be  rivalled,  much  less  easily  surpassed,  in 
Glasgow.  The  departments,  which  are  nine  in  number, 
include  gentlemen's  bespoke  tailoring,  boys'  and  youths' 
suits,  ready-made  or  to  order  ;  boys'  and  youths'  ready- 
made  overcoats,  school  and  college  outfits,  gentlemen's 
outfits,  ladies'  and  gents'  waterproof  coats,  ladies' 
coats  and  jackets  to  order.  The  stocks  held  in  the 
various    departments   are   necessarily  very  comprehen- 


complete  in  every  detail,  suitable  for  all  ages  and 
stations  and  made  up  in  a  smart,  stylish  manner, 
denoting  the  valuable  supervision  of  an  experienced 
cutter.  Every  suit  and  garment,  every  lady's  jacket 
or  ulster,  may  be  relied  on  as  new  and  fashion- 
able, as  finely  finished,  and  as  certain  to  give  entire 
satisfaction  in  wear.  Probably  no  establishment  in 
Scotland  shows  a  larger  and  more  attractive  variety  of 
styles  and  materials  in  boys'  and  young  ladies'  garments 
than  the  one    under   notice.     In    gentlemen's  clothing, 
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Messrs.  Dawson  and  M'Nicoll  are  no  less  successful, 
and  special  attention  deserves  to  be  paid  by  the  public 
to  the  firm's  bespoke  tailoring  department,  where  fit  and 
quality  of  workmanship  are  guaranteed,  and  where  a 
large  and  select  stock  of  new  and  fashionable  cloths 
are  constantly  being  added  to  the  already  gigantic 
stock.     Taken  as  a  whole,  we  venture  to  assert  that  in 


all  respects  the  productions  of  this  house  will  compare 
favourably  with  those  of  any  firm  in  the  United  King- 
dom with  which  we  are  acquainted,  and  the  firm  may 
reasonably  claim  credit  for  having  so  rapidly  developed 
a  business  which  has  already  taken  a  foremost  position 
among  the  most  flourishing  and  enterprising  sartorial 
establishments  of  Scotland. 


MESSRS.   A.    &  J.    SCOTT,    Painters,    245,    Sauchiehall    Street,    Glasgow.     Telephone   No.    28. 


The  distinguished  position  which  the  old-established 
firm  of  Messrs.  A.  &  J.  Scott  have  long  occupied  in  the 
trade  of  the  Western  Metropolis  may  be  attributed  to 
the  success  with  which  they  have,  from  time  to  time, 
endeavoured  to  advance  all  the  more  elevated  features 
of  decorative  art  and  to  the  public  appreciation  which 
their  constant  and  consistent  adherence  to  this  principle 
has  deservedly  elicited.  It  is  now  the  greater  part  of 
forty  years  since  the  firm  first  commenced  operations  in 
Glasgow,  under  the  title  of  Messrs.  Scott,  Mitchell,  and 
Co.  In  1858  the  business  was  transferred  from  its 
original  location  at  44,  John  Street,  opposite  the  New 
Municipal  Buildings,  to  Sauchiehall  Street,  the  name  of 
the  house  having  long  before  that  period  been  changed 
to  the  present  title.  During  their  entire  business  career, 
the  firm  have  lost  no  opportunity  of  introducing  such 
innovations  in  painting  work  as  would  tend  to  lead 
public  taste  towards  its  most  advanced  phases,  and  they 
have  thus  attained  recognition  as  pioneers  of  all  that  is 
genuinely  artistic  in  modern  decoration.  Their  estab- 
lishment at  the  above  address  is  in  itself  an  elegant 
illustration  of  the  versatile  character  of  the  firm's  work, 
being  replete  with  examples  of  decorative  art  that  the 
most  uninitiated  would  readily  admire,  by  reason  of  the 
harmonious  adaptation  of  the  colouring,  the  judicious 
elaboration  of  details,  and  the  tasteful  combination  of 
effect  produced.  The  office  and  general  showroom  are 
on  the  ground  floor,  the  flat  above  being  entirely  devoted 
to  the  wall  papers,  of  which  an  exceedingly  large  stock 
of  all  kinds  (including  Japanese,  French,  Embossed,  and 
Foreign  Tapestry,  etc.)  is  always  kept  on  hand,  together 
with  samples  of  every  known  kind  of  wall  covering,  each 
decorated  in  the  different  manner  suitable  to  the 
individual  material. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  specimens  of  artistic  work 
submitted  and  the  sketches  of  work  done,  which  invari- 
ably display  a  correct  knowledge  of  chromatic  harmony 
only  acquired  by  long  years  of  experience,  that  the  firm 
are  equally  able  to  impart  increased  grace  and  dignity 
to  the  majestic  building  as  sweet  repose  and  cheerfulness 
to  the  humblest  cot,  making  each  a  "  thing  of  beauty 
and  a  joy  for —  "  as  long  as  paint  lasts. 

Each  completed  contract  tends  to  strengthen  the 
reputation  which  the  house  has  maintained  for  many 
years  as  a  centre  of  high  art-decoration,  and  nothing  is 
spared  towards  the  perfection  and  completeness  of  the 
art  which  they  have  so  long  and  successfully  exemplified. 
Amongst  their  recently-completed  work  we  may  mention 
Ibrox  U.P.  Church,  Townhead  Church  Alloa,  Kilmal- 
colm U.P.  Church,  St.  Andrew's  Hall,  and   the   head 


office  of  the  Security  Savings  Bank  in  Glassford  Street. 
On  the  introduction  of  the  electric  light  into  Gartnavel 
Asylum  about  a  year  ago,  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
successfully  demonstrating  how  the  straps  of  wood 
necessary  to  the  installation  might,  by  the  aid  of  a  few 
simple  additions,  be  made  the  means  of  enhancing  the 
decorative  effect  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  and  that 
under  the  skilful  treatment  there  need  be  no  monotony 
in  design  in  different  apartments  of  the  same  size.  '  The 
Junior  Conservative  Club  may  be  cited  as  an  example  of 
how  effectively  a  building  may  be  done  by  inexpensive 
papers,  all  of  which  were  selected  from  stock  ;  and  while 
many  of  the  princely  mansions  in  and  around  Glasgow 
have  been  decorated  by  the  firm,  they  ask  us  not  to 
mention  names  of  private  individuals.  Their  stall  at 
the  Glasgow  Exhibition  of  1888  was  very  favourably 
noticed  by  the  local  press  and  by  many  of  the  English 
trade  papers  as  the  best  of  its  kind  they  had  seen  any- 
where. 

There  are  two  specialities  of  which  the  firm  are 
justly  proud.  One  is  a  special  process  in  the  staining  of 
wood,  which  may  be  worked  as  simple  as  possible,  or,  if 
required,  it  may  be  more  brilliant  and  intricate  than  the 
finest  marqueterie.  The  other  is  a  mode  of  painting  on 
twilled  canvas,  which  gives  all  the  beauty  of  texture  and 
the  effect  of  old  tapestry,  but  is  not  in  any  way  an 
imitation  of  it.  This  work  is  almost  imperishable.  One 
piece  Messrs.  Scott  have  had  in  the  showroom  for  a 
great  many  years.  It  is  not  covered  in  any  way  and 
has  just  got  a  brush  at  the  annual  cleaning,  and  it  is 
not  a  bit  the  worse  for  wear  ;  in  fact  it  rather  seems  to 
improve.  The  house  is  represented  by  branch  offices 
both  in  the  East  and  West  ends  of  the  city,  and  the 
operations  of  a  staff  of  over  one  hundred  hands  are 
superintended  in  a  manner  which  fully  sustains  the 
routine  of  a  large  trade  extending  to  all  parts  of  the 
country.  Last  year,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  James  Scott, 
a  gentleman  much  esteemed  in  business  and  social 
circles,  the  firm  lost  its  last  original  member,  and  the 
management  has  devolved  upon  his  son,  Mr.  John  Scott, 
who  has  had  a  thoroughly  practical  training,  and  worked 
for  some  years  in  London  as  a  decorator  with  several  of 
the  largest  firms,  and  was  for  some  considerable  time  a 
student  at  South  Kensington.  Under  his  careful 
guidance  the  old  and  influential  interests  of  the  house 
are  capably  and  energetically  preserved,  and  his  profes- 
sional aptitude  for  artistic  work  valuably  contributes  to 
sustain  as  well  as  enhance  the  prestige  which  the 
meritorious  operations  of  his  respected  predecessors 
have  earned. 
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BRATBY  &  HINCHLIFFE,  Ltd.,  Aerated  Water  Engineers,  81,  Robertson  Street,  Glasgow. 

Also  at  Manchester  and  London. 


The  above  firm  undoubtedly  hold  the  first  place 
in  the  trade.  Not  only  are  they  known  in  every 
civilized  land  in  connection  with  the  industry  with  whose 
progress  they  are  so  intimately  associated,  but  in  the 
great  engineering  world  of  the  United  Kingdom  and 
America  they  are  deservedly  looked  up  to  as  th  z  real 
pioneers  in  perfecting  the  various  appliances  used  in  the 


aerated  water  and'bottling  trades.  The  works  of  this 
honourably  distinguished  firm  are  situated  at  Sandford 
Street,  Ancoats,  Manchester,  and  cover  an  immense 
area  of  ground.  They  consist  of  a  great  mass  of 
detached  buildings  of  various  heights  arranged  round  an 
extensive  yard,  and  devoted  to  different  departments. 
There  are,  for  instance,  a  large  brass  foundry,  fitting  and 
turning  shops,  pattern  maker's  shops,  draughtsmen's 
offices,  packing  and  despatch  departments,  immense 
stores  for  new  and  second-hand  machinery,  a  laboratory, 
and  an  essence  room.  We  need  hardly  say  that  the 
mechanical  outfit  of  these  great  works  is  of  the  most 
perfect  kind  and  of  the  best  design,  but  some  idea  of  its 
extent  may  be  gained  when  we  state  that  300  hands  are 
engaged  in  the  various  operations.  A  portion  of  the 
buildings  is  allocated  to  the  purpose  of  private  and 
public  offices  and  counting-house,  forming  the  executive 
headquarters  of  the  firm.  Their  house  in  Glasgow  is 
centrally  situated  a  few  yards  from  Argyle  Street,  and 
consists  mainly  of  a  large  and  well-arranged  showroom 
and^  convenient  offices.  This  section  of  the  firm's 
business  has  been  managed  for  a  number  of  years  by 
Mr.  Jackson  with  steadily  increasing  success.  Turning 
to  the  far-famed  manufactures  of  the  firm,  we  may  be 
allowed  to  notice  all  their  various  types  of  aerated  water 
"  plants,"  known  by  distinctive  designations.  For  small 
manufactories  they  make  several  types  of  plant,  differing 
in  detail  but  essentially  the  same  in  principle,  and  known 
as  the  "  Alert,"  "  Rival,"  "  Advance,"  and  "  Criterion," 
rapidly  increasing  in  popularity,  and  of  maximum 
producing  power ;  while  for  medium  concerns  four  others 
of  the  most  improved  construction  are  provided,  called 
the     "  Defiance,"     "  Enterprise,"      "  Fortress,"      and 


"  Success."  These  may  be  taken  as  representing  the 
last  results  of  that  combination  of  mechanical  skill  and 
knowledge  which  have  so  honourably  marked  the  career 
of  the  firm  during  the  thirty  years  of  their  enterprising 
effort  to  perfect  and  cheapen  the  appliances  of  an 
industry  that  is  now  of  the  first  magnitude.  Among  the 
special  machinery  made  by  Messrs.  Bratby  and 
Hinchliffe,  Limited,  are  many  novelties  that 
stand  unrivalled.  One  of  these  is  their  now 
famous  "  Monarch  Turnover  Filling  Machine," 
for  patent  bottles,  excelling  all  others  in  the 
simplicity  of  its  action  and  in  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  work  can  be  done.  The  opinion  of 
practical  men  is  universally  in  its  favour,  and  it 
now  holds  the  field  against  all  comers.  The 
"  Pressure  Reducing  Valve  "  of  the  firm  is  another 
of  their  numerous  invaluable  inventions,  reducing 
the  pressure  in  bottling  from  the  usual  160  pounds 
to  any  desired  amount.  The  saving  in  bottles 
alone  soon  amounts  to  the  £3  15s.  charged  fortius 
ingenious  contrivance.  Another  speciality,  of 
American  origin,  for  which  the  firm  are  European 
agents,  is  the  "  'Lightning'  Bottle  Washer,"  for 
washing  all  kinds  of  bottles,  now  universally  used 
by  American  manufacturers,  and  being  rapidly 
adopted  all  over  the  world.  A  bottle  wiring 
machine  of  the  same  designation  vended  by  the 
firm  is  also  rapidly  coming  into  universal  use.  To 
these  maybe  added  the  "  Colonial  Turnover  Filter", 
in  which  the  syrup  pump  is  fitted  with  a  glass  barrel,  and 
can  be  regulated  to  a  nicety  in  a  moment.  As  general 
purveyors  to  the  bottling  trade,  this  leading  firm  stand 
also  unrivalled.  We  can  safely  say  that  there  is  no  kind 
of  plant  or  appliance  that  they  are  unable  to  supply,  in 


':,  SODA   WATER    MACHINERY 

AND  ALL"- ACCESSORIES   FOR  THE  TRADE 


any  quantity,  on  the  shortest  notice.  As  to  driving  power, 
they  can  furnish  steam,  gas,  oil,  and  air  engines  of  all 
kinds  ;  lor  water  supply,  rotary,  lift,  and  force  pumps  ; 
bottles  of  every  type  for  aerated  water  or  still  beverages ; 
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vans,  boxes,  and  cases  of  all  kinds  for  distributive 
purposes ;  ice-making  machines,  vacuum  or  ether ;  ice 
cream  freezers,  machinery  fittings,  shafting,  couplings, 
plummer  blocks,  etc. ;  and,  in  a  word,  all  the  thousand 
and  one  accessories  of  the  trade  down  to  a  lemon 
squeezer  or  a  pair  of  pincers.  All  the  parts  of  their 
machines  are  duplicated  and  kept  in  stock,  so  that  if  an 
accidental  breakage  should  occur,  any  ordinary  mechanic 
can  put  the  matter 
right.   Messrs.  Bratby 


and*4Hinchliffe,  Limited,  are  also  well  known  for  the 
preparations  of  their  laboratory,  and  supply  the  trade 
with'  Derezinized  Soluble  Fruit  Essences,  manufactured 


by  a  new  process,  and  warranted  to  mix  perfectly  bright 
with  syrups  or  water,  imparting  at  the  same  time  a  rich 
aromatic  flavour.  Specialities  in  this  department  are 
their  Citrocloric  Acid,  for  acidulating  aerated  beverages, 
and  their  "  Special  Belfast  Ginger  Ale  Extract  or 
Elixir, "  indispensable  for  making  that  now  universal  drink. 
We  may  add  that  the  firm  possess  a  dazzling  array  of 
medallic  honors  and  certificates  of  merit,  gained  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  One  of  the  most  perfect  and  complete 
trade  catalogues  we  have  seen  is  also  issued  by  this 
prominent  firm,  consisting  of  over  a  hundred  folio  pages, 
on  finished  paper,  beautifully  bound,  and  full  of  the  best 
engravings  of  machinery  that  have  ever  been  produced 
for  trade  purposes,  together  with  a  complete  descriptive 
letterpress.  They  also  supply  the  Practical  Mineral  Water 
Manufacturer,  a  book  containing  full  instructions  on  all 
things  connected  with  the  manufacture.  We  must  not 
omit  to  mention,  in  drawing  this  brief  notice  to  a  close, 
that  this  firm  hold  an  immense  stock  of  second-hand 
machinery  by  all  makers  which  they  dispose  of  at  easy 
prices,  take  charge  of  the  registering  of  clients'  trade 
marks,  conduct  valuations,  arrange  partnerships,  and 
negotiate  businesses.  As  their  goods  are  kept  in  stock 
by  the  principal  firms  abroad  and  in  the  Colonies,  their 
connexion  may  be  considered  international ;  while  in 
business  capacity,  enterprise,  reputation,  and  executive 
power,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  Messrs  Bratby  and 
Hinchliffe,  Limited,  occupy  a  position  in  the  trade  of 
which  any  firm  might  be  proud,  and  which,  so  far,  is 
certainly  unrivalled. 


BALLANTYNE    &    DRUMMOND,    Merchant  Tailors,  76,   Robertson  Street,   Glasgow. 


The  eminent  Glasgow  firm  of  Messrs.  Ballantyne 
and  Drummond  rank  prominently  among  the  represen- 
tatives of  high-class  trade  in  this  City,  and  for  upwards 
of  fifteen  years  their  operations  have,  to  a  large  degree, 
contributed  to  the  prosperity  of  Merchant  Tailoring,  a 
branch  of  work  in  which  they  are  well  known  to  excel. 
The  business  was  originally  founded  by  Mr.  Ballantyne, 
and  Mr.  Dykes  was  for  some  time  a  partner  of  the  firm. 
Upon  his  retirement,  Mr.  Drummond  was  assumed  as 
partner,  and  during  the  past  two  years  the  firm  have 
been  known  under  the  title  that  heads  this  brief  sketch. 
The  situation  of  the  house  is,  from  any  point  of 
view,  most  favourable  to  the  class  of  business  represented, 
the  firm's  premises  being  the  first  from  Argyle  Street  ; 
and,  being  substantial  in  appearance  and  tastefully 
arranged  and  appointed,  they  form  a  pleasing  feature  of 
the  Robertson  Street  thoroughfare.  Here  are  exhibited 
all  the  latest  and  best  fabrics  in  Cheviots,  Meltons, 
Fancy  Coatings,  Vicunas,  Serges,  and  Killarney 
Tweeds  ;  and  there  are  an  exhaustiveness  and  variety  in 
the  shades,  textures,  and  patterns  which  afford  ample 
choice  to  the  most  refined  or  the  most  fastidious  taste. 
Many  handsome  cloths  are  shown  in  their  varied 
adaptations  to  Ladies'  Tailor-made  Dresses,  Jackets, 
Ulsters,  and  Riding  Habits  ;  and  in  this  department 
alone  Messrs.  Ballantyne  and  Drummond  have 
acquired  a  reputation  consistent  with  the  splendid  finish 
and  style  they  illustrate  in  carrying  out  the  wishes  of 


their  numerous  lady  patrons.  The  fitting  room,  office 
and  woik  rooms  are  all  towards  the  rear,  and  the 
basement  is  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  damping  and 
shrinking,  a  class  of  work  whereby  the  firm  are  enabled 
to  rely  upon  the  sound  quality  and  excellence  of  every 
class  of  tailoring  productions  they  provide.  All  cloths 
brought  into  the  establishment  are  tested  with  strong 
acid  in  order  to  ascertain  the  fastness  of  the  dyes  and 
to  the  absolute  quality  of  their  fabrics.  Messrs. 
Ballantyne  and  Drummond  devote  an  amount  of 
attention  and  consideration  well  calculated  to  increase 
as  well  as  preserve  the  confidence  and  appreciation  of 
their  large  clientele.  They  are,  at  all  times,  in  advance 
of  the  prevalent  fashions,  and  display  an  exactitude  in 
style  only  attainable  by  close  observance  of  the  various 
mutations  in  public  taste.  Style,  fit,  quality,  and  finish 
of  workmanship  are  features  in  which  Messrs. 
Ballantyne  and  Drummond  have  acquired  a  high 
standard  fitted  to  resist  all  the  possibilities  of  modern 
competition.  Both  gentlemen  are  well-known  and 
esteemed  for  their  zealous  interest  in  maintaining  the 
essentially  high-class  characteristics  of  the  tailoring 
trade  ;  and  while  these  are  in  no  instance  subordinated 
to  mere  cheapness,  the  firm  have  made  moderate  prices 
and  good  quality  a  standing  rule,  and  are  unsurpassed 
by  any  competing  house  in  that  fashionable  art  of  which 
they  have  already  proved  themselves  capable  and 
intelligent  masters. 
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MR.    ROBERT   GOURLAY,    Engineer,  Iron  Founder,  and   Manufacturer   of  Semi-Prismatic 
and  other  Lights  for  Pavements,  192,  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow.     Works :  Bishopbriggs. 


Lux  in  tenehrce  seems  to  be  the  motto  of  Mr.  Robert 
Gourlay,  of  St.  Vincent  Street  and  Bishopbriggs, 
Glasgow,  for,  though  he  is  engaged  in  business  as  a 
general  engineer  and  iron  founder,  he  makes  a  speciality 
of  certain  varieties  of  illuminators,  in  respect  of  which, 
by  reason  of  their  manifest  superiority  to  all  others 
devised  for  similar  purposes,  he  enjoys  a  practical 
monopoly.  His  business  connections,  therefore,  extend 
all  over  Scotland  and  the  north  of  England.  Notable 
amongst  these  are  his  semi-prismatic  and  other  pavement 
lights,  tile  and  lens  lights.  These  are  made  of  the  very 
best  flint  glass  of  the  highest  refractive  power,  and 
transmit  the  light  most  effectively  to  sunk  flats  and 
areas.  These  lights  have  practically  superseded  the 
systems  of  lighting  previously  in  vogue,  and,  considering, 
that  in  large  cities  the  tendency  is  to  utilise  sunk  flats, 
which  are  snug  and  of  more  equable  temperature  than 
those  above  ground,  for  restaurants  and  a  great  variety 
of  other  purposes,  there  seems  a  future  for  lights  such  as 
those  manufactured  by  Mr.  Gourlay.  If  Mr.  Gourlay 
were  to  turn  his  attention  to  Manchester,  where  this 
tendency  is,  perhaps,  more  marked  than  anywhere  else, 
it  might  be  to  his  advantage.  In  Glasgow,  however, 
the  tendency  referred  to  is  now  manifest  in  a  very  con- 
siderable degree,  and  he  has  executed  some  very 
important  commissions  there,  notably  at  the  Municipal 
Buildings,  New  Glasgow  Stock  Exchange,  at  the 
Merchants'  House,  the  new  Post    Office,    St.    Enoch's 


Station  of  the  City  Union  Railway,  and  most  of 
the  best  properties  in  Glasgow.  His  various  arrange- 
ments for  the  illumination  of  sunk  flats,  of  offices 
and  warehouses,  into  which,  owing  to  the  altitude  of 
adjacent  buildings,  natural  light  does  not  adequately 
penetrate,  are  as  effective  as  they  are  ingenious,  and 
they  have  proved  of  enormous  advantage  as  regards  the 
health  of  the  inmates,  who  were  previously  compelled,  in 
some  cases,  to  burn  gas  in  the  daytime.  His  experience 
and  success  in  this  department  of  enterprise  have  enabled 
him  to  devise  important  improvements  in  another — 
namely,  in  respect  of  ships'  deck  lights,  whether  on  the 
prismatic  or  the  bull's-eye  principle,  whereby  the  maxi- 
mum of  light  is  afforded.  So  manifest  is  the  superiority 
of  these  over  those  formerly  in  use,  that  Mr.  Gourlay 
now  supplies  nearly  all  the  leading  Clyde  shipbuilders, 
and  consequently  every  vessel  which  leaves  the  yards 
of  such  shipbuilders  constitutes  an  advertisement  for 
him. 

It  says  much  for  Mr.  Gourlay' s  skill  and  ingenuity 
that,  though  he  only  began  business  sixteen  years  ago 
in  this  particular  branch,  and  had  formidable  rivalry  to 
encounter,  he  should  so  soon  have  taken  a  prominent 
position  in  the  trade  and  that  his  output  should  be  now 
so  considerable  as  it  is.  Originally  his  offices  and  stores 
were  situated  in  Renfield  Street,  but  they  have  since 
been  removed  to  more  suitable  and  commodious  offices 
at  192,  St.  Vincent  Street. 


GEORGE    MASON    &   CO.,    Manufacturers  of  Optical,  Mathematical,  Chemical,  Philosophical, 
and  Photographic  Instruments,  180  to  186,  Sauchiehall  Street,  Glasgow. 


It  would  be  difficult  to  mention  a  single  art  in  which, 
during  the  past  few  years,  so  much  progress  has  been 
made  as  the  art  of  photography,  and  equally  prolific 
have  been  the  ideas  and  inventions  associated  with  the 
apparatus  and  appliances  used  in  the  process.  A  firm 
that  has  won  high  repute  for  the  successful  part  it  has 
taken  in  perfecting  the  apparatus  and  for  the  many 
improvements  it  has  introduced,  thereby  materially 
assisting  in  the  development  of  this  art,  is  that  of 
Messrs.  George  Mason  &  Co.,  of  180  to  186,  Sauchie- 
hall-street,  Glasgow,  a  house  which  has  been  in 
existence  for  upwards  of  half  a  century.  Originally 
founded  by  Mr.  John  Spencer,  in  St.  Enoch  Square,  the 
business  was  subsequently  removed  to  Union  Street, 
and  finally  the  present  magnificent  premises  were 
entered  upon.  Twenty  years  ago  Mr.  George  Mason, 
the  present  sole  proprietor,  took  over  the  concern,  at 
which  time  the  present  trading  style  was  adopted.  The 
warehouses  are  heavily  stocked  with  every  description 
of  photographic,  optical,  chemical,  and  mathematical 
appliance,  as  well  as  magic  lanterns,  slides,  scientific 
novelties  and  apparatus  used  in  astronomy,  botany, 
chemistry,  electricity,  geology,  heat,  magnetism, 
microscopy,  physiology,  physics,  sound,  and  other 
sciences,  and  all  the  apparatus  is  noted  for  its  thorough 
adaptability  and  excellence  of  workmanship.  The 
photographic   catalogue  issued  by  the  firm  is  admirably 


got  up  and  profusely  illustrated,  as  also  is  the  '  List  of 
Pure  Chemicals '  which  the  firm  "has  issued  for  the 
guidance  of  buyers  in  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  value  and  utility  of  these  books 
to  every  professional  or  amateur  photographer  who 
desires  to  be  en  rapport  with  the  latest  inventions  of  the 
day  in  the  sphere  of  the  photographic  art.  Messrs. 
George  Mason  &  Co.  maintain  a  world-wide  and 
influential  connection,  and  a  much  appreciated  feature 
of  the  establishment  is  a  '  dark  room  '  specially 
fitted  up  for  convenience  of  their  numerous  cus- 
tomers and  friends  visiting  the  town,  who  may  wish 
to  change  or  develop  their  plates.  Briefly  stated,  both 
the  chemicals,  the  scientific  instruments,  and  the  photo- 
graphic apparatus  bearing  the  stamp  of  this  house  are 
unrivalled  for  general  superiority,  excellence  of  manu- 
facture, and  improved  construction,  and  the  resources 
at  command  aie  such  that  the  heaviest  orders  are 
executed  in  the  promptest  and  most  satisfactory  manner. 
The  head  of  the  house  is  a  gentleman  of  the  highest 
business,  professional,  and  social  status,  and  is  well 
known  in  the  photographic  world.  "  The  Photographer," 
a  journal  of  the  month's  doings,  is  published  and  issued 
to  the  photographic  trade  monthly  by  the  firm,  and  is 
much  appreciated  by  the  profession.  Messrs.  Mason 
and  Co.'s  telephone  number  is  140,  their  telegraphic 
address  being  "  Soda,'''  Glasgow. 
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THE    METALLIC   ART   CO.,   27,    Douglas   Street,    Glasgow. 


Stanley. 


In  noticing  the  prominent  firms  in  Glasgow  engaged  in 
art  industries  of  various  descriptions,  a  place  of  honour 
must  necessarily  be  accorded  to  the  Metallic  Art 
Co.,  of  27,  Douglas  Street.  They  are  makers  of  fine  art 
castings  in  silver  and  bronze,  die  and  matrice  makers, 
and  general  engravers.  The  business  was  originated  in 
Glasgow  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Hannan,  partner  and  manager, 
in  order  to  supply  bronze  and  other  castings  according 
to  the  processes  of  the  Smith  Brothers  Manufacturing 

Co.,  of  Passaic, 
N,J.,  with  whom 
M  r.  Hannan 
received  his 
training.  The 
superiority  of  the 
work  of  the 
American  firm  is 
generally  admit- 
ted, even  by  their 
European  rivals ; 
their  special  pro- 
cesses bringing 
out  the  details 
with  such  fidelity 
that  even  an  ex- 
pert would  be 
deceived  as  to  mode  of  production.  The  Passaic  firm 
supply  all  the  chief  silver  stampers  with  their  patent 
dies,  made  from  a  special  metal.  As  an  illustration  of 
the  value  of  these  processes,  we  may  mention  that  the 
Gorham  Company  paid  ^"5,000  to  the  patentees, 
in  addition  to  Royalties,  for  the  privilege  of 
casting  their  own  dies.  Indeed,  in  this  and  allied 
art  industries,  the  Americans  have  led  the  way  for 
many  years.  The  Company's  aim  is  to  place  these 
valuable  processes  at  the  service  of  the  public  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  especially  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
This  has  so  far  succeeded  that  the  Company  are 
now  supplying  dies  to  the  London,  Paris,  Sheffield  and 
Birmingham  stampers  ;  and  enjoy  a  large  and  increasing 
patronage  for  cast  and  engraved  goods  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  the  principal  shipbuilding  and 
engineering  firms,  and  kindred  industries.  It  is  curious 
to  see  splendidly  built  machinery  disfigured  with 
common-looking  name  plates ;  but  people  are  now 
recognising  that  a  high-class  artistic  name-plate  is  an 
ornament  as  well  as  a  permanent  advertisement,  and 
in  this  department  the  Company  are  doing  a  large  and 
important  business.  They  make  a  special  feature  of 
stamping  and  casting  aluminium,  a  metal,  which, 
from  its  lightness  and  tensil  strength,  has  a  great 
future  before  it.  The  Metallic  Art  Company 
make  bronze  castings  after  any  device  and  produce 
portraits  in  relief  bronze,  which  can  be  taken  from 
photographs  and  modelled  by  special  artists.  These 
are  furnished  at  very  moderate  prices,  and  are  suitable 
for  presentation,  or  as  memorials  in  churches,  for  monu- 
ments, and  wall  panelling.  They  also  cast  mural  and 
memorial  plates  of  all  sizes  ;  reproduce  medals,  castings, 
or  metal  work  of  any  description,  perfect  in  the  most 
minute   detail ;    and   make   door,   window,    and   name- 


plates   in   Roman,   block,  old  English,  and  other  letters 
after  the  most   artistic  designs.     Their    general    trade 
includes    the    supply    of   engineers'    and  shipbuilders' 
plates  cast  in  raised  letters,  cartwrights'   and  builders' 
engraved   plates,    cast    iron    and    gun     metal    brands 
for  stamping  cases,   casks,    and  the  like  ;    cut   moulds 
and    dies    for  soapmakers,  brickmakers,    confectioners, 
biscuit  makers,  etc. ;  bevelled  letters  for  shop  windows, 
in   aluminium  and  bronze  ;  blocks  for  bookbinders  and 
embossers  ;    steel  letters,  figures,  and   name   punches; 
wrought  iron   brands  ;    brass  letters  for   moulders  and 
machinists ;    trade    marks   to   any   pattern    or   design ; 
bankers'  and  merchants'    endorsing    stamps  ;    stamped 
brass     labels  ;      and     time     checks,      stencil     plates, 
letters,   and   figures.     In   ordinary  engraved  work,   the 
Company   undertake  the  engraving  of  ships'    bells,    of 
monograms,  crests,  letters,  and  designs  in  silver  or  gold, 
and   all  other  classes  of  engraved  work  used  in   the  arts 
or  in  the  manufacturing  world.     The  Company  hold  all 
designs  for  dies,  &c,  entrusted  to  them  strictly  private. 
In   regard  to  the  production  of  dies,  they  point  out,  the 
pattern  should  be  slightly  larger  than  actually  required, 
to  allow  for  the  usual  shrinkage  of  the  metals  in  casting, 
that  it  is  important  that  the  pattern  should  not  be  under- 
cut,   and   that    it    should   be   cut  slightly  deeper   than 
wanted.     The  Company  have  a  branch  establishment  at 
114,   Fore   Street,   London,    E.C.     It    is    very  evident 
that  they   stand   quite    at    the   head   of  their  trade   in 
this  quarter  of  the  world,   and  need  fear  no  rivalry  in 
their      special      departments.       Under      accomplished 
guidance,  the  Company   must   become   even   still  more 
widely  known,  and  command,  as  time  goes  on,  a  larger 
share  of  public  and  private  patronage.     The  high  artistic 
merit  of  their  art  work  is  enough  to  secure  general  sup- 
port, and  needs  no  encomium  here,  and  the  scale  of  prices 
are  so  reasonable  that  competition  need  not  be  dreaded. 
The    success    of 
their     enterprise 
will  have  a  good 
effect    in   raising 
the  level  of   the 
trade,  and  awak- 
ing     it      from 
traditional      me- 
thods to  which  it 
has       been       so 
largely  confined, 
and,  at  any  rate, 
secures  for  Glas- 
gow  the   honour 
of      having      at 
least     one     firm 
qualified  to  turn 
out   work  inves- 
ted   with    the    highest   artistic    merit.      Their   bronze 
medallion    of  Mr.   H.   M.  Stanley  is  after  a  model  by 
Mr.   D.   W.  Stevenson,  R.S.A.,  of  which  a  casting  now 
hangs   on  the  walls  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  ; 
while   the    Woman    of   Samaria  was  executed  for  the 
Company's  exhibit  in  the  International   Exhibition   in 
Edinburgh,  1890. 


The  Woman  of  Samaria. 
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J.  &  A.  FERGUSON,  Successors  to  John  Henderson  &  Coy.,  Wholesale  Tea  Dealers,  Wine 
Merchants,  and  Grocers,  67,  Union  Street,  Glasgow ;    and  at  191,  Cowcaddens  Street. 


The  annals  of  the  old  and  distinguished  house  now 
selected  for  brief  notice  present  an  illustration  of 
commercial  longevity  and  prosperous  trading  of  almost 
unequalled  importance  and  interest.  The  nucleus  of  the 
large  and  influential  business  now  carried  on  by  Messrs. 
J.  &  A.  Ferguson,  as  successors  to  the  once  eminent 
firm  of  John  Henderson  &  Coy.,  was  founded  as  far  back 
as  at  the  close  of  last  century — the  founder,  Mr.  William 
McEwan,  having  first  commenced  business  in  1794. 
The  position  of  the  business  at  the  time  of  the  Georges, 
and  its  distinction  at  the  present  time,  may  be  said  to 
afford  a  very  striking  contrast.  As  we  learn  from  the 
published  records  of  the  house,  the  original  establish- 
ment was  "  low-roofed,  dingy,  and  old-fashioned,"  and 
formed   one   of  the  conspicuous    landmarks  of  ancient 


"  cwt.,  which  they  did  by  a  graduated  scale  on  all  sugars 
"  and  on  tea  to  1/-  per  lb.,  by  which  the  consumption  of 
"  both  these  articles  was  placed  within  the  reach  of  all 
"  classes  of  the  community." 

This  high  tribute  to  the  firm's  enterprise — at  a  time 
when  representations  to  the  legislature  were  regarded  as 
ineffectual,  and  when  all  the  most  ambitious  efforts 
of  combined  trading  agitation  would  have  been  certainly 
inoperative — will  speak  for  itself;  and  to  the  firm's 
operations  then — as  well  as  during  the  intermediate 
development  of  this  business — the  trade  of  Glasgow  must 
ever  stand  indebted.  The  firm  have  at  all  times  taken 
a  leading  part  in  improving  the  appearance  of  their 
premises,  and  their  well-known  establishment  in  the 
Trongate    (with   the   ornamental   steam    engine   in  the 


J.     &    A.     Ferguson'       Wine    Cellar. 


Glasgow.  It  was  not  until  1827  that  the  premises 
assumed  a  more  dignified  appearance,  and  the  introduc- 
tion by  Mr.  McEwan  of  plate-glass  Avindows  was  the 
first  step  in  the  direction  of  shop  display  of  which  there 
is  any  intelligible  record.  As  an  example  of  the  early 
part  which  this  house  bore  in  bettering  the  position  and 
interests  of  the  grocery  trade,  we  may  quote  the  following 
from  "  Glasgow,  Ancient  and  Modem  :  " — • 

"  This  firm,  in  1844,  and  in  subsequent  years,  by  a 
"  series  of  letters  on  the  admission  of  foreign  sugar  at 
*'  the  same  duty  as  Colonial,  and  also  on  the  reduction 
■"  of  the  tea  and  sugar  duties,  which  they  repeatedly 
"  addressed  to  the  ministry  of  the  day,  and  also  to  all 
<(  members  of  Parliament  at  the  time,  was  thereby 
"  instrumental  in  inducing  Her  Majesty's  Government 
*'  in  1846  to  adopt  the  views  of  equalisation  and  reduction 
■"  of  duties  from  66/-  per  cwt.  on  the  foreign  to  10/-  per 


window)  was  a  fine  evidence  of  that  taste  for  artistic 
display  which  the  firm  continue  to  manifest.  It  was  in 
1879  that  the  present  partners,  Messrs.  Ferguson, 
removed  to  the  busy  and  prominent  thoroughfare  of 
Union  Street,  and  their  operations  have  extended  to  the 
Cowcaddens,  where  there  are  now  for  the  most  part 
carried  on  the  elements  of  the  old  business  of  Messrs. 
J.  Henderson  &  Coy.,  to  which  the  firm  succeeded,  and  of 
which  they  were  long  the  practical  managers.  The  latter 
establishment  is  one  which  more  than  fully  justifies  its 
claim  to  age  and  dignified  attractiveness.  The  fittings  and 
appointments  are  in  superb  taste,  and  bear  all  those 
features  appropriate  to  the  class  of  trade  they  represent. 
The  cellars  and  wine  vaults  possess  exceptional  facilities 
of  preservation,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  expect 
anything  to  issue  from  those  cool  and  airy  recesses  but 
in  that  meritorious  condition  for  which  the  whole  wines 


Commercial    Glasgow. 


97 


and  spirits  of  the  house  are  famed.  It  is  not  within  the 
province  of  this  brief  sketch  to  devote  more  than  a 
passing  word  to  the  several  excellent  and  leading 
commercial  features  which  have  characterised  this  house 
as  a  dozen  among  Glasgow's  mercantile  pioneers.  The 
eminent  service  which  the  predecessors  of  the  firm 
rendered  to  the  tea-consuming  public  is  fittingly 
supplemented  by  the  valuable  advantages  Messrs. 
Ferguson  continue  to  afford  in  this  special  department. 
They  are  not  merely  Tea  Merchants  making  dis- 
criminate selections  from  the  noted  centres,  but  they  are 
also  connoisseurs  and  blenders,  entering  upon  the  whole 
practical  details  of  the  trade ;  and  they  possess  such 
ready  means  of  tasting  and  blending  as  enables  them  to 
provide  a  choice  series  of  blends  unrivalled  as  regards 
strength,  aroma,  and  flavour.  They  have  made  tea  an 
item  of  first  importance,  and  are  in  the  position  to  secure 
any  advantage  from  market  fluctuation,  which  their 
free-lance  purchases  for  cash  enable  them  to  do. 
Their  family  trade  in  tea  is  very  great,  and  they  sell 
more  of  this  commodity  than  many  firms  exclusively 
devoted  thereto.  In  all  the  other  departments  of  a 
comprehensive  grocery  trade,  they  provide  the  best 
attainable  products  of  the  home  and  foreign  markets, 
and  their  own  special  brands  of  Baking  Powder  and  Corn 
Flour  are  superior  to  any  in  the  market.  They  have 
adopted  their  charges  to  suit  the  exigencies  of  modern 
competition,  and  were  among  the   first  in  this   city  to 


adopt  the  now  universally  approved  system  of  providing 
goods  at  wholesale  prices  for  cash.  Even  as  regards 
wine  and  spirit  trade  Messrs.  Ferguson  guide  the 
operations  of  the  business  on  such  principles  as  preserve 
its  popularity  and  support  among  the  least  affluent. 
The  Invalid's  Port,  the  Union  Blend  of  the  finest  Old 
Highland  Whiskies,  the  Champagnes  of  the  house,  and  the 
exquisite  blends  of  very  old  Brandy  are  all  specialties 
which  need  be  no  more  than  named  ;  and  while  the 
recherche  standard  of  the  firm's  wines  is  best  secured  in 
the  eminence  of  the  shippers  with  whom  they  deal,  and 
systems  of  import  they  observe,  the  purity  of  the  various 
spirits  is  only  attained  by  long  and  careful  preservation, 
and  the  discriminate  blending  of  several  of  the  best 
products  of  the  Highland  stills.  As  a  firm  whose  goods 
must  ever  command  the  appreciation  of  families 
interested  in  acquiring  table  dainties  and  liquors  at  the 
most  moderate  prices,  Messrs.  Ferguson  have  spared 
no  exertions  to  maintain  the  leading  elements  of  fresh- 
ness and  sound  quality,  both  of  which  represent  their 
trading  criterion.  Their  liberal  and  attentive  dealings 
have  appealed  as  much  to  the  coast  and  country  connec- 
tions as  to  their  numerous  clientele  in  the  city  ;  and  at 
the  head  of  what  is  unquestionably  the  oldest  estab- 
lished house  of  its  kind  in  the  western  metropolis, 
Messrs.  Ferguson  continue  to  be  favoured  with  that 
trade  and  patronage  which,  however  well  founded  in 
the  prestige  of  the  house,  is  nevertheless  the  invariable 
reward  of  well-applied  courtesy,  energy,  and  enterprise. 


A.  STEWART  &  Co.  (Late  A.  &  T.  Stewart  &  Co.),  Masons,  Wrights,  and  Contractors, 
47,  Maxwell  Road,  Glasgow.       Telephone :  No.  3407. 


The  continuous  expansion  of  Glasgow  and  its  environs 
within  the  past  twenty  years  and  the  great  increases  of 
its  domestic  and  industrial  accommodation  may  be  in  a 
large  measure  attributed  to  the  progressive  operations  of 
the  City's  building  and  contracting  firms,  and  of  such 
concerns  particularly  as  that  of  Messrs.  A.  Stewart  & 
Co.,  the  well-known  proprietors  of  Mason  Works,  at  47, 
Maxwell  Road.  At  this  address  the  firm  possess  suf- 
ficient resources  to  provide  for  the  largest  or  most  exact- 
ing demands  of  the  building  trade.  The  spacious 
masonry  sheds,  the  extensive  yards  intersected  with  a 
service  of  railway  lines,  the  well-equipped  smithy  shops, 
and  the  mortar  mills  wherein  the  firm  grind  all  their 
materials  and  prepare  their  own  mortar  supplies,  all 
adequately  attest  the  self-contained  character  of  Messrs. 
Stewart's  industry  and  the  great  completeness  to  which 
such  an  organisation  can  attain.  The  mortar  mills  are 
appointed  throughout  by  machinery  of  the  best  descrip- 
tion, and  the  entire  plant  is  propelled  by  steam  power. 
There  are  also  large  stores  for  building  materials,  to- 
gether with  oil  and  paint  stores  and  general  stores  in 
Pollokshaw  Road.  Messrs.  Stewart  are  builders  on  a 
very  extensive  scale,  completing  structures  of  every  kind 
on  their  own  account,  and  fitting  and  completing  them 
throughout  in  a  manner  which  concentrates  and  econo- 
mises .the   whole   of   the   minor    details   of    work.      In 


various  districts  of  the  City  they  have  erected  many 
substantial  buildings,  all  of  which  command  ready  pur- 
chasers as  soon  as  completed,  which  fact  testifies  more 
than  anything  else  to  the  solidity  and  efficiency  of  all 
work  executed  by  the  firm,  and  specimens  of  their  work 
are  seen  in  the  large  blocks  recently  erected  by  them  in 
Downhill  and  Govanhill,  which  may  be  aptly  described 
as  very  fine  examples  of  speculative  enterprise.  A  speci- 
men of  their  contract  work  is  to  be  seen  in  the  handsome 
church  recently  erected  at  the  junction  of  Crown  Street 
and  Cathcart  Street,  South  Side.  Messrs.  Stewart 
give  employment  to  a  staff,  on  an  average  throughout 
the  year,  of  150  hands,  besides  the  large  numbers  em- 
ployed by  their  sub-contractors.  The  operations  are 
ably  and  assiduously  superintended  by  the  principal, 
Mr.  Archibald  Stewart,  in  person.  They  were  the 
first  to  introduce  numerous  conveniences  in  connection 
with  the  middle-class  of  flatted  houses,  such  as  large 
and  airy  bathrooms,  hot  water  arrangements,  wall  tiles 
to  the  closes,  &c.  Their  well-appointed  offices  at  the  above 
address  are  connected  with  the  Telephone  Exchange,  and 
every  facility  maintained  by  the  firm  is  eminently  favour- 
able to  the  continuous  success  and  progressiveness  of 
the  undertaking,  which  their  judicious  and  well-directed 
efforts  have  rendered  one  of  the  first  centres  of  Glasgow's 
building  activity  and  commerce. 
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WALTER      MACFARLANE     &     CO.,    Architectural,      Sanitary,      and     Engineering     Art 
Founders,      Saracen      Foundry,      Possilpark,     Glasgow. 


It  will  be  necessary  for  those  of  our  readers  who  have 
not  seen  the  exterior  or  interior  ensemble  of  the  great 
Saracen  Foundry  of  Messrs.  Walter  Macfarlane  &  Co. 
to  dissociate  from  their  minds  all  the  usual  ideas  that  a 
great  iron  founding  establishment  usually  suggests.  The 
mass  of  grimy  and  dilapidated-looking  buildings,  the 
house  of  smoke  and  stifling  fumes,  in  whose  lurid  gloom 
demonaic-looking  Cyclops  move  to-and-fro,  may  meet 
the  ordinary  idea  of  a  foundry,  but  finds  no  illustration 
in  this  great  representative  concern.  It  would  be  diffi- 
cult indeed  to  imagine  from  a  merely  external  survey  to 
what  branch  of  enterprise  the  ornate  and  attractive 
buildings  of  the  Saracen  Foundry  appertained.     Cover- 


monument  of  the  taste  of  the  firm.  Twenty  years  ago 
the  site  of  the  Mansion  House  and  grounds  of  Sheriff 
Allison,  the  historian,  were  acquired,  and  thereon  were 
erected  the  present  Works.  The  founder,  the  late  Walter 
Macfarlane,  personally  directed  the  great  enterprise, 
which,  since  his  decease,  has  been  carried  on  with  the 
same  successful  spirit  and  enterprise  that  characterized 
the  firm  during  his  lifetime. 

The  members  of  the  present  firm  have  all  been  in  a 
sense  born  and  bred  in  the  business,  while  the  old  lines 
and  reputation  are  jealously  maintained  by  the  present 
head  of  the  firm,  Mr.  Walter  Macfarlane,  nephew  and 
namesake  of  the  late  founder. 


ing  a  square  of  some  fourteen  acres  in  area,  regularly 
and  handsomely  designed,  and  presenting  a  clean  cut 
and  unsoiled  aspect,  it  required  an  effort  of  the  imagi- 
nation to  conceive  that  this  is  the  great  centre  of  one  of 
the  most  important  branches  of  the  Glasgow  iron- 
working  industry  and  the  source  of  supply  of  useful  and 
artistic  foundings  for  all  parts  of  the  civilised  and,  we 
might  add,  the  uncivilised  world.  Yet  such  is  the  case  ; 
nor,  on  second  thoughts,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  the 
firm,  in  whose  productions  the  artistic  element  is  su- 
preme, should  embody  the  same  element  in  the  archi- 
tecture of  the  foundry  itself.  The  associations  of  the 
firm  with  the  Glasgow  iron-founding  trade  reach  back 
half  a  century.  Founded  at  first  in  Saracen  Lane, 
the  rapidly  expanding  enterprise  soon  found  a  second 
location  in  the  architecturally  splendid  range  of  build- 
ings, in  Washington  Street,  still   standing  as  a  striking 


The  interior  of  the  Saracen  Foundry  does  not  belie 
the  promise  of  the  exterior.  Entering  by  an  imposing 
and  spacious  entrance  the  visitor  finds  himself  in  a  range 
of  handsome  offices,  about  260  feet  in  length,  and  fitted 
up  in  the  most  exquisite  modern  style.  Adjoining  are 
the  palatial  showrooms,  the  whole  covering  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  acre.  Passing  through  these,  department 
after  department  of  the  spacious  foundries  and  work- 
shops may  be  visited  till  the  mind  becomes  bewildered 
at  the  multiplicity  of  operations  being  carried  on  beneath 
the  ten  acres  of  roof  that  covers  the  executive  portion 
of  the  Saracen  Foundry.  Some  idea  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  endless  variety  of  castings  undertaken  by  the  firm 
may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that  their  catalogue  extends 
to  some  two  thousand  quarto  imperial  pages  and  con- 
tains six  thousand  illustrations.  The  firm's  castings 
are  well  known  all  over  the  world  as  "  sharp,  clean,  and 
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full  of  character."  They  are  inventors  and  patentees  of 
ornamental  rain  water  pipes,  gutters,  roof  terminals, 
balustrades,  grates,  ventilators,  school  fittings,  plumbers' 
and  builders'  castings,  sanitary  appliances,  baths,  foun- 


contributed  a  large  quota  of  employment  to  the  skilled 
workers  of  the  City.  Their  usual  staff  exceeds  1,200 
skilled  hands,  and  the  result  of  their  enterprise  in  the 
Possilpark  district  is  seen  in  the  phenomenal  increase  in 


SHOW     ROOM. 


tains,  troughs,  closets,  and,  in  brief,  make  every  kind  of 
light  and  heavy  castings  for  every  purpose  of  utility  or 
ornament. 

Industrially,  Messrs.  Macfarlane  &  Co.  have  long 


its  population  from  10  some  twenty  years  ago  to  10,000 
at  the  present  time.  Such  a  record  speaks  for  itself,  and 
has  no  parallel,  so  far  as  we  know,  even  in  the  busy  area 
of  the  basin  of  the  Clyde. 


JOHN     MURRAY    &    SON,    Oil    Merchants   and    Drysaltery,    14    and    16,    College  Street, 

Glasgow. 


The  extensive  and  well-organised  business  designated 
above  was  founded  thirty  years  ago  by  the  senior 
partner,  John  Murray,  Esq.,  Provost  of  Pollockshields, 
who,  some  years  ago,  assumed  his  son,  Mr.  Daniel 
Murray,  as  partner,  under  the  title  standing  at  the 
head  of  this  notice. 

The  business  is  that  of  oil  merchants  and  drysalters 
on  a  large  scale,  and  confined  to  customers  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  but  mainly  to  Scotland.  The  premises 
comprise  a  spacious  suite  of  private  and  business 
offices,  and  extensive  stores  to  the  rear.  Large  stocks 
of  oils,  soaps,  and  sundries  are  kept  up,  representing  the 
finest  goods  on  the  market.  Pale  seal  and  whale  oils 
are  famous  specialities  of  the  establishment,  as  are 
also  its  illuminating  refined  mineral  oils,  such  as  paraffin 
and  petroleum.  The  stock  of  soaps  is  one  of  the  best 
and  most  complete  that  we  have  seen — some  in  bulk  and 


some  in  bars  and  fancy  tablets,  embracing  every  kind 
made.  The  sundries  of  the  trade  are  legion,  and  we 
have  not  space  to  mention  them  all  here.  But  certain 
departments  of  Messrs.  Murray's  stock,  such  as  that 
devoted  to  candles,  starch,  and  black  lead,  are  worthy  of 
special  mention  for  their  variety  and  completeness.  A 
staff  of  six  travellers  attends  to  the  customers  of  the 
house,  and  the  general  business  interests  are  in  the  able 
hands  of  the  partners  themselves.  During  his  long 
control  of  the  business  Mr.  Murray  has  proved  himself 
a  representative  Glasgow  business  man,  and  has  shown 
all  those  qualities  of  sure  judgment  and  keen  enterprise 
which,  ior  the  space  of  this  century  at  least,  have 
become  identified  with  the  commercial  character  of  the 
northern  metropolis.  The  telegraphic  address  is 
"Daniel,"    Glasgow,  and  the  telephone  No.  3,265. 
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RITCHIE,    GRAHAM,    &   MILNE,    Engineers,    Side   and    Stern    Wheel   Steamers,    Launch, 
Tug,  and  Barge  Builders,  Craigton  Engine  Works,  Govan,  Glasgow. 


In  reviewing  the  progress  of  the  mechanical  and 
industrial  arts  which  have  so  essentially  contributed  to 
the  commercial  greatness  of  this  important  centre,  we 
have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  our  readers  this  brief 
sketch  of  one  of  the  most  recent  additions  to  the  ranks 
of  shipbuilding  and  engineering  enterprises  in  this  dis- 
trict. This  refers  to  the  newly-organised  firm  of  Messrs. 
Ritchie,    Graham,    and    Milne,    who    have    recently 


wheel  steamers  for  service  in  shallow  rivers,  and  are 
constructed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  the  vessels 
to  work  on  a  draft  of  9m.  and  upwards,  and  also  to 
obtain  the  highest  speeds  on  the  respective  drafts. 
The  firm  also  construct  shallow  draft  twin  -  screw 
steamers  and  every  description  of  launches,  yachts, 
tugs,  barges,  dredgers,  landing  stages,  pontoons,  steel 
lifeboats,  and  general  wrought-iron  work  for  shipment 


commenced  business  as  engineers  and  shipbuilders, 
having  acquired  for  this  purpose  the  Craigton  Engine 
Works,  Govan.  The  works  are  of  spacious  dimensions, 
covering  about  two  acres  of  ground  with  ample  room  for 
extension  if  required.  The  fitting  and  machine  shops, 
smiths'  shops,  shipbuilding  sheds,  and  yard  are  all 
replete  with  the  latest  and  most  improved  machinery 
for  facilitating  the  rapid  production  of  the  specialities 
manufactured  by  the  firm.    These  include  side  and  stern 


in  pieces  or  finished  sections,  full  plans  and  particulars 
being  sent  with  each  order.  The  firm  also  build  vessels 
of  all  descriptions  complete  for  delivery  afloat  up  to  70ft. 
They  are  also  sole  makers  of  Wylie's  patent  slingable 
horse  and  cattle  stalls,  particulars  of  which  they  will 
be  glad  to  supply  on  application.  The  firm  are  now 
getting  up  an  illustrated  catalogue  and  price  list  of  their 
manufactures,  and  will  be  glad  to  send  it,  free,  on  appli- 
cation. 


DOUGLAS  McGEACHIN,  Iron  and  Steel   Merchant  and  Mill  and  Colliery  Furnisher, 

40,    St.    Enoch    Square,    Glasgow. 


One  of  the  most  important  branches  of  commercial 
activity  in  connection  with  the  coal  and  iron  industries 
of  this  district  finds  adequate  representation  in  Mr. 
Douglas  McGeachin,  Iron  and  Steel  Merchant  and 
Mill  and  Colliery  Furnisher,  40,  St.  Enoch  Square, 
whose  old-established  business  supplies  the  subject  of 
this  brief  sketch.  This  important  undertaking  was 
commenced  about  twenty  years  ago  by  Mr.  McGeachin. 
The  premises  in  St.  Enoch  Square  comprise  handsome 
suite  of  offices  (public  and  private)  presenting  convenient 
and  central  facilities  for  the  operations  of  the  business, 
which  include  the  supply  in  wholesale  quantities  of  steel 
and  iron  in  bars,  hoops,  sheets  and  angles  of  the  best 
known  brands,  mill  and  colliery  furnishings  of  every 
description,  and  brattice  cloths  for  ventilating  and  airing 
mines.     Mr.  McGeachin  also  does  an  extensive  business 


in  gutta  perch  a  and  India  rubber,  which  are  in  steady 
demand  for  manufacturing  and  mechanical  purposes  in 
the  district ;  also  all  kinds  of  waterproof  goods.  A  wide- 
spread connection  has  been  established  by  this  gentleman, 
who  includes  in  his  clientele  the  leading  colliery  pro- 
prietors in  Lanarkshire  and  Ayrshire  and  other  industrial 
centres  in  the  country.  The  business  is  conducted 
throughout  with  sound  judgment  and  characteristic 
energy  under  the  personal  direction  of  the  principal, 
whose  extended  association  with  the  mercantile  interests- 
of  the  city  and  unremitting  attention  to  every  depart- 
ment of  the  concern  have  secured  a  most  substantial 
commercial  success.  In  conclusion,  \*e  may  add  that 
Mr.  McGeachin  is  connected  with  the  Telephone 
Exchange  No.  652,  and  that  all  communications  received 
by  him  through  that  medium  receive  the  promptest 
consideration  and  attention. 
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CAMPBELL,  ACHNACH  &  Co.,  Waterproof  and  Indiarubber  Manufacturers,  108,  Argyle 
Street,  Glasgow ;    Thistle  Rubber  Mills,  Commerce  Street. 


Among  the  pioneers  of  waterproof  and  Indiarubber 
manufacture  in  Scotland,  few  names  have  become  more 
familiar  than  that  of  Messrs.  Campbell,  Achnach  and 
Co.,  of  Glasgow,  London,  Dublin,  Montreal,  and  New 
York.  It  is  now  upwards  of  twenty  years  since  this 
eminent  and  influential  firm  first  commenced  operations 
in  the  Western  trade  capital,  and  during  that  period 
they  have  developed  a  business  and  industry  equivalent 
in  magnitude  to  the  far-reaching  demand  which  the 
quality  and  superiority  of  their  manufactures  have 
elicited.  They  are  well  known  in  all  the  principal 
markets  at  home  and  abroad,  and  wherever  Indiarubber 
in  its  many  and  varied  adaptations  is  used  and  applied, 
Messrs.  Campbell,  Achnach  and  Co.  command  a  repu- 
tation worthy  of  the  enterprise  and  skill  with  which 
they  have  advanced  the  interests  and  promoted  the 
success  of  this  typical  and  important  branch  of  national 
commerce.  They  are  the  sole  makers  of  the  famous 
"  Thistle  "  brand  garments,  and  the  appropriate  trade- 
mark of  the  firm  forms  an  accepted  imprimatur  of  relia- 


Co.  control.  These  mills  form  a  very  effective  struc- 
tural feature  of  this  part  of  the  City,  and  are^by  no 
means  awanting  in  architectural  merit,  as  they  are  also 
exceptionally  convenient  in  internal  arrangement  and 
design.  Everything  tending  to  economise  and  accele- 
rate the  operations  of  a  large  and  thoroughly  compre- 
hensive rubber  work  is  here  effectually  comprised,  and 
the  visitor  to  the  Thistle  Rubber  Mills  will  be  equally 
interested  in  the  methods  under  which  the  operations 
progress — from  the  preliminary  treatment  of  the  raw 
material  to  the  final  stages  of  production  and  finish — 
and  the  capable  guidance  that  is  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  busy  labours  of  a  staff  of  250  hands.  The  comfort 
and  consideration  accorded  to  the  employes  may  be 
specially  noted  as  a  gratifying  feature  of  the  Thistle 
Works,  and  the  excellent  systems  of  ventilation  and 
lighting  embodied  in  the  structural  arrangements  are 
deserving  of  special  notice.  The  main  entrance  forms, 
in  itself,  an  attractive  feature  of  the  Works,  while  there 
are  separate  gateways  for  the  conveyance  of  goods,  and 


bility  and  excellence  in  respect  of  every  class  of  goods 
they  produce  and  supply.  In  keeping  with  the  high 
status  of  the  concern,  the  wholesale  warehouses  at  108, 
Argyle  Street  are  fitted  up  in  splendid  style,  and  present 
many  features  of  suitability  and  commodiousness  for  all 
the  purposes  of  the  trade  to  which  they  are  devoted. 
Two  large  flats  are  fully  occupied — the  under  portion 
serving  to  exhibit  representative  examples  of  the 
numerous  varieties  of  Indiarubber  work  which  the  firm 
have  specialised,  while  the  counting-house  and  private 
rooms  afford  ample  accommodation  for  the  services  of  a 
large  clerical  staff,  and  the  entire  commercial  operations 
are  under  efficient  oversight  and  supervision.  The 
firm's  warehouse  and  showrooms  in  Jamaica  Street  are 
equally  well  appointed,  and  a  splendid  stock  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  inspection  of  the  public,  under  conditions 
which  fully  emphasize  their  many  features  of  elegance 
and  finish.  It  is  in  the  extent,  capacities,  and  resources 
of  the  Thistle  Rubber  Mills  in  Commerce  Street  that 
we  gain  an  adequate  idea  of  the  immense  character  of 
the  industry  which   Messrs.   Campbell,   Achnach  and 


the  hollow  square  formed  by  the  buildings  at  the  rear  of 
the  principal  structure  is  made  available  for  all  the  pur- 
poses to  which  such  ample  space  may  be  devoted. 
Throughout  the  three  floors  everything  is  characteristic 
of  the  orderliness  and  method  prevailing  in  the  firm's 
busy  industry,  and  the  equipment  exemplifies  every 
modern  improvement  and  advancement  that  has  been 
effected  in  the  adaptation  of  machinery  to  the  making 
of  Indiarubber  and  waterproof  goods,  while  these 
features  have  contributed  to  enhance  the  many  pleasant 
and  favourable  auspices  under  which  the  routine  of 
industry  is  sustained.  By  an  intelligent  oversight  of 
the  whole  departments  Messrs.  Campbell,  Achnach 
and  Co.  secure  for  their  productions  that  superiority  for 
which  they  are  so  widely  famed.  As  the  sole  partners 
of  the  firm,  Messrs.  George  Campbell  and  William 
Achnach  devote  energetic  and  assiduous  attention  to  the 
entire  details  of  the  work.  Enterprising  and  progressive 
in  all  their  methods,  they  evince  continuous  interest 
in  the  further  perfection  of  Indiarubber  manufacture, 
and   the  undeniable   prosperity   and  distinction  of  their 
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undertaking  constitutes  the  best  proof  of  the  success 
with  which  this  meritorious  object  is  accomplished. 
Both  gentlemen  are  personally  well  known  in  Glasgow, 
where  they  have  earned  the  estimation  of  their  com- 
mercial confreres  and  the  general  public  alike,  by  the 
integrity  and  discrimination  by  which  the  progress  of 
their  undertaking  is  so  notably  marked. 


The  following  are  their  branch  establishments  : — 
London  (Shipping). — 2,  Gresham  Buildings,  Basinghall 

Street. 
,,       (Home). — 26,  Aldermanbury. 
Dublin. — 11,  Crow  Street. 
New  York. — 104,  Prince  Street. 
Montreal. — 214,  St.  James'  Street. 


WHITELEY'S  Business  Training  College,   School  of  Shorthand,  Typewriting,  Bookkeeping, 
and  Civil  Service  Academy,  75,  Jamaica  Street,  Glasgow. 

Principal: — Mr.   Sykes  Whiteley. 


It  is  a  universally  admitted  truism,  that  of  all 
phases  of  modern  tuition,  that  which  forms  the  basis 
of  a  good  mercantile  education  is  the  most  important, 
because  the  most  needed  ;  and  over  and  above  the 
ordinary  curricula  of  the  Board  Schools  or  Universities 
there  is  manifestly  required  some  such  course  of  training 
as  that  which  has  been  conducted  in  Glasgow,  during 
the  past  five  years,  under  the  title  of  Whiteley's 
Business  College.  The  appropriate  location  of  the 
College  in  the  heart  of  the  Commercial  metropolis, 
while  the  course  of  training  embraces  every  subject  that 
is  useful  to  Mercantile  and  Civil  Service  aspirants, 
strongly  commends  its  objects  and  advantages  to  all 
desirous  of  acquiring  a  sound  and  carefully  regulated 
knowledge  of  the  more  useful  details  of  writing, 
arithmetic,  book-keeping,  shorthand,  typewriting,  com- 
position, grammar,  spelling,  invoice  work,  and  all  the 
other  requisites  of  clerical  proficiency.  Indispensable 
as  shorthand  has  now  become  to  the  proper  equipment 
of  a  Mercantile,  Law,  or  Civil  Service  clerk,  typewriting 
is  destined  to  attain  a  similar  place  ;  and  this  valuable  art 
is  imparted  by  Mr.  Whiteley  in  conjunction  with  that 
of  shorthand  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  students  to 
secure  readily  the  many  remunerative  situations  which 
a  knowledge  of  these  combined  arts  now  offers.  Not- 
withstanding the  advances  of  shorthand  and  typewriting, 
the  original  longhand  writing  is  yet  an  important 
matter,  especially  as  regards  rapid  copying  or  trans- 
cription ;  and  as  rapidity  is  not  attained  by  any  defined 
method  of  writing,  Mr.  Whiteley  has  endeavoured  to 
develope  the  students'  own  style  in  a  manner  calculated 
to  give  the  maximum  of  freedom  and  fluency  to  the 
hand,  the  only  different  modes  observed  at  this 
Institution  being  (1st)  rapid  business  hand  for  mercan- 
tile and  general  correspondence,  (2nd)  official  or  Civil 
Service  hand  for  Government  offices,  and  an  elegant 
free  hand  for  ladies.  While  it  is  obviously  impossible 
to  here  treat  exhaustively  of  the  numerous  branches  of 
tuition  engaged  in  at  this  Business  College,  special 
reference  may  be  made  to  the  various  matters  which  are 
absolutely  essential,  such  as  quick  and  correct  casting-up 
of  figures  and  calculations,  the  making  out  of  invoices, 
accounts,  current  accounts,  sales,  writing  letters,  arrang- 
ing papers,  taking  notes,  &c,  and  the  student  thus  en- 
counters the  whole  routine  of  the  counting-house,  with 
this  valuable  distinction- — that  any  error  or  inadvertency 


is  courteously  pointed  out,  corrected,  and  explained,  so 
that  by  the  time  he  enters  employment,  it  requires  the 
simplest  effort  to  advance  and  promote  his  own  interests. 
Nothing  better  than  this  could  be  claimed  for  an 
establishment  of  the  kind  which  Mr.  Whiteley  has  so 
advantageously  placed  before  the  public.  The  whole 
details  and  rotation  of  tuition  are  as  invaluable  as  they 
are  simple  and  easily  acquired  ;  and  where,  in  many 
cases,  the  elaborate  routine  of  the  School  or  College  has 
eluded  the  powers  and  faculties  of  pupils — otherwise 
expert  and  intelligent — Mr.  Whiteley's  College  has 
formed  a  valuable  medium  of  improvement.  That  this 
is  so  cannot  be  better  attested  by  the  numerous  testi- 
monials, of  which  (during  the  comparatively  short  time 
this  Institution  has  been  established)  Mr.  Whiteley 
has  been  the  recipient.  By  his  efforts  many  apt  pupils 
have  found  good  situations,  not  only  in  the  Post  Office, 
but  in  other  Government  offices,  and  in  many  of  those 
mercantile  houses  to  whose  clerical  staff  it  is  considered 
an  honour  to  be  appointed.  Ladies  pass  from  this 
College  to  remunerative  employment  in  the  Commercial 
and  Civil  Service  spheres,  and  the  many  appointments 
now  open  to  all  females  must  form  a  special  inducement 
at  the  present  day  when  the  other  forms  of  ordinary 
employment  are  not  only  overcrowded  but  unremunera- 
tive. 

There  is  also  a  junior  department,  under  the  joint 
direction  and  supervision  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whiteley 
who  are  assisted  by  competent  teachers,  and  the  whole 
work  of  the  Academy  progresses  with  a  smoothness  and 
regularity  highly  favourable  to  the  successful  carrying 
on  of  all  its  various  branches  and  departments.  As  a 
professional  writing  master  and  expert  in  hand-writing, 
Mr.  Whiteley  has  done  much  to  stimulate  the  work  of 
penmanship  by  the  introduction  of  a  Rapid  Writer's 
Pen,  while  a  valuable  concomitant  thereof  is  presented 
in  his  Brilliant  Blue  Writing  Fluid,  and  every  specialty 
in  pens,  ink,  and  books  is  adopted  and  recommended  by 
him  as  soon  as  its  usefulness  is  recognisable. 

To  persons  at  some  distance  from  Glasgow,  ready 
communication  is  obtained  by  letters  addressed  to  the 
College,  75,  Jamaica  Street,  or  to  his  private  residence, 
15,  Hamilton  Terrace,  West  Partick,  Glasgow,  while 
his  Prospectus  affords  an  insight  into  the  objects  and 
advantages  of  that  Institution,  whose  leading  features 
have  been  accentuated  in  the  present  Review. 
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STEEDMAN    &    McALISTER,    Manufacturers   of  Solid   Cork  Life    Buoys,  Belts,    and 
Cork    Fenders,    Cathcart    Street  ;    and   35,    Ardgowan    Street,    Glasgow. 


It  would  be  impossible  to  over-estimate  the  national 
importance  which  attaches  to  the  manufacture  of  the 
various  appliances  and  inventions  calculated  to  mini- 
mise the  loss  of  life  at  sea,  and  among  the  British  firms 
that  have  most  extensively  contributed  to  improvements 
in  this  department  of  industry  a  pre-eminent  rank  must 
be  accorded  to  the  firm  of  Steedman  &  McAlister,  a 
house  founded  in  1854  and  now  recognized  as  the 
oldest  established  in  the  trade.  The  premises 
occupied  by  the  firm  are  of  very  considerable  magni- 
tude and  comprise  extensive  yard  and  brick-built  stores 
and  works,  admirably  arranged  and  thoroughly  equipped 
with  machinery  and  appliances  of  the  most  approved 


trade.  The  firm's  life  belts  are  also  of  surpassing 
excellence,  are  constructed  of  oblong  pieces  of  cork  of 
various  sizes,  and  are  so  formed  as  to  fit  high  up  the 
chest  and  back  of  the  wearer,  while  at  the  same  time 
leaving  perfect  freedom  of  action  for  the  arms.  So 
effective  are  these  life  belts  that  they  readily  sustain  a 
weight  of  15  lbs.  of  iron  after  24  hours'  immersion  in 
fresh  water.  Messrs.  Steedman  &  McAlister  also 
extensively  manufacture  granulated  cork-stuffed  mat- 
tresses, pillows,  and  cushions  intended  for  the  furnishing 
of  ship  and  steamer  cabins,  berths,  and  saloons.  These 
goods  combine  perfect  utility  with  extreme  neatness, 
and  though  only  the  same  price   as  ordinary  articles  of 


construction.  The  stocks  ol  cork-wood  are  simply 
enormous  in  magnitude  and  uniformly  of  a  quality  in 
perfect  harmony  with  the  splendid  reputation  which  the 
firm's  specialities  have  obtained  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
In  the  preparation  of  the  cork  special  machinery  is  used, 
much  of  it  the  invention  of  the  head  of  the  concern. 
The  first  process  in  the  preparation  of  the  cork  is  the 
cutting  up  into  strips  of  varying  widths.  Uniformity  in 
the  operation  is  obtained  by  means  of  fixed  gauges 
attached  to  circular  saws.  The  "  burning "  process 
succeeds,  by  which  means  the  hard  portions  of  the  cork 
are  carefully  removed  The  subsequent  processes  of 
pinning  together  and  finishing  off  it  is  not  necessary  to 
dwell  upon  here  ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  the  cork  life  buoys 
of  Messrs.  Steedman  &  McAlister's  manufacture  are 
admittedly  unequalled  by   those  of   any   house  in   the 


the  kind,  the  novel  material  used  in  their  construction 
gives  them  invaluable  advantages  which  are  possessed 
by  no  other  description  of  this  class  of  goods.  They 
are,  in  the  first  place,  capable  of  being  at  a  moment's 
notice  used  as  life-preservers  in  the  case  of  accidents. 
Then  they  can  readily  be  dried  and  cleaned  ;  they  are 
perfectly  free  from  all  dust  and  in  no  way  liable  to 
destruction  by  insects.  The  cork  fenders  too  of  Messrs. 
Steedman  &  McAlister  are  of  superior  quality.  They 
are  constructed  of  cork  shavings  closely  pressed  by 
strong  machinery  into  the  inner  case  of  canvas,  and 
afterwards  covered  or  "  hitched  "  with  strong  hemp  rope 
and  also  coir  rope.  The  firm  has  long  manufactured  for 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  there  are  few  European 
Governments  whose  navies  are  not  indebted  to  the  house 
for  the  life-saving  apparatus  they  carry. 
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The  personnel  of  this  great  firm  consists  at  the 
present  time  of  Mr.  George  Steedman  and  his  two 
sons,  Messrs.  John  and  James  Steedman.  Upon  Mr. 
John  Steedman  falls  a  large  share  of  the  onus  of  adminis- 
tration, and  we  have  seldom  experienced  an  instance 
where  a  vast  enterprise  has  received  more  capable 
direction.  An  efficient  staff  is  employed,  and  nothing 
could  surpass  the  completeness  of  the  supervision  exer- 
cised over  them  in  the  execution  of  their  responsible 
tasks.  The  appreciation  of  those  best  qualified  to 
judge  the  comparative  merits  of  the  firm's  manufacture 
finds  its  fullest  expression  in  the  following  list  of  highest 
awards  obtained  at  the  great  exhibitions  of  the  world  : 
gold  medal,  Edinburgh,  1890;  diploma  of  honour,  Paris, 
1887  ;  gold  medal,  Liverpool,  1886  ;  gold  medal,  London, 
1883;  silver  medal,  London,  1883;  gold  medal,  New 
Zealand,  1882  ;  silver  medal,  Art  and  Industrial  Ex- 
hibition, Bradford,  1882  ;  two  silver  medals,  North- 
East  Coast  Exhibition,  Tynemouth,    1882  ;  two   silver 


medals,  International  Fisheries  Exhibition  ;  Edinburgh, 
1882,  first  order  of  merit ;  silver  medal,  Melbourne,  1881 ; 
National  Fisheries  silver  medal,  Norwich,  1881  ;  honour- 
able mention,  Paris,  1878  ;  bronze  medal,  South  Africa, 
1877  ;  and  bronze  medal,  Brussels  Congress,  1870.  A 
more  formidable  and  convincing  testimony  gathered 
from  all  the  quarters  of  the  earth  it  would  be  difficult 
to  meet  with,  and  we  heartily  congratulate  Messrs. 
Steedman  &  McAlister  upon  achievement  so  great 
in  the  sphere  of  industrial  competition.  The  vast  enter- 
prise displayed,  the  exceptional  inventive  genius  brought 
to  bear  in  the  creation  of  the  present  magnificent  success 
of  the  firm  are,  however,  not  more  pronounced  and 
emphatic  than  are  the  hearty  expressions  of  gratitude 
by  many  an  "  old  salt,"  the  preservation  of  whose  life  on 
the  roaring  billow  he  directly  attributes  to  the  invaluable 
apparatus  manufactured  under  Messrs.  Steedman  & 
McAlister's  auspices. 


FORSYTH,    MILLER,    &   CO.,   Cast-Malleable    and  Steel  Founders,  44,  Broad    Street, 

Mile  End,  Glasgow. 


This  firm  deserves  special  notice  in  these  pages  on 
account  of  their  speciality  of  cast-malleable  metal, 
which  was  matured  by  them  about  thirty  years  ago,  and 
has  since  proved  itself  superior,  in  some  cases,  even  to 
steel  castings  where  resistance  to  heavy  strains  has  to 
be  provided  for.  The  firm  is  an  old  one,  having  been 
founded  in  the  year  i860  by  McHaffee  and  Forsyth. 
The  partners  are  at  present  Mr.  John  Ritchie  Miller, 
who  joined  the  firm  in  1863,  and  his  son,  Mr.  Edward 
Caird  Miller,  under  the  designation,  since  1871,  of 
Forsyth,  Miller,  and  Co.  The  foundry  is  of  large 
extent,  very  roomy  and  airy,  containing  all  the  usual 
moulding  and  casting  appliances,  and  supplemented  by 
extensive  workshops  for  dressing  and  passing  the 
castings.  In  the  yard  are  eight  annealing  stoves  with 
lofty  chimneys,  etc.  Castings  of  from  12  to  14  feet  in 
length  can  be  annealed  in  these  stoves,  and  practically 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  thickness  that  can  be  dealt  with. 
About  seventy  hands  are  employed  in  the  works.  The 
front  of  the  premises  is  utilized  for  offices,  the  private 
offices  and  laboratory  occupying  the  second  floor.  In 
the  laboratory  is  kept  the  chemicals  which  are  employed 
in  the  process.  These  are  mixed  in  the  required  pro- 
portions, moistened  with  water,  and  packed  into  hollow 
cast-iron  balls,  which,  when  filled,  are  plugged  with 
wood  and  placed  along  with  the  charges  of  metal  in  the 
Cupola  ;  the  effect  of  the  admixture  is  to  make  the 
metal  susceptible  of  the  through  and  through  passage  of 
oxygen  in  the  annealing  process ;  whereas,  in  ordinary 
annealing,  only  the  surface  is  affected  with  the  oxygen. 
The  metal  so  made  is  found  to  be  very  tough  and 
malleable.  Metal  castings  have  been  produced  in  these 
works  with  a  tension  as  high  as  28  tons  to  the  square 
inch  (five  or  six  times  that  of  ordinary  castings). 
Messrs.  Forsyth,  Miller,  and  Co.'s  castings  are  also 
solid,  genuinely  soft,  and  malleable  through  and  through. 
Whatever  may  be  the  price  paid  for  steel  castings,  the 
chance  of  their  brittleness  must  be  accepted,  for  to  test 
them  may  be  to  destroy  them.  It  will  be  readily 
apparent,  then,  that   the  malleable  metal  of  this  firm, 


despite  the  "  rush  "  to  steel  in  every  department  of 
industry,  is  always  in  requisition,  and  evidences  are  not 
wanting  that  it  may  be  increasingly  so.  The  castings 
of  France  have  a  high  reputation  in  this  country,  yet 
ths  Paris  agency  of  this  firm  controls  a  wide  connection 
in  that  country.  The  firm,  too,  of  which  Dr.  Siemens 
was  a  member — Messrs.  Siemens  Brothers,  of  Charlton, 
Kent,  who  may  be  supposed  to  know  something  of  steel — 
receive  their  castings  from  these  works  for  certain  parts 
of  their  submarine  torpedo  work.  They  prefer  the 
certain  malleability,  soundness,  and  strength  of  these 
Glasgow  castings  to  the  general  uncertainty  and  honey- 
combing of  steel  castings  so  called. 

For  hydraulic  cylinders,  dredger-bucket  backs  and 
propellers,  the  malleable  metal  of  this  firm  has  no 
equal,  as,  indeed,  it  has  none  for  all  those  uses  in  which 
resistance  to  tension  or  concussion  is  desirable.  We 
notice  that,  in  1876,  this  firm  supplied  screw  propellers 
for  two  whaling  ships,  built  at  Port  Glasgow,  for 
Messrs.  Alexander  Stephen  and  Sons,  Dundee.  One  of 
these  was  the  Thetis,  purchased,  in  1884,  by  the  Ameri- 
can Government  for  the  Greely  Relief  Expedition,  and 
was  severely  tested  among  the  "floe  "  ice  which  fringes 
the  frozen  straits  through  which  it  was  necessary  to 
proceed  to  reach  the  survivors  of  Greely's  party.  Not 
a  blade  gave  way,  and  we  have  it  on  the  authority  of 
the  Messrs.  Stephens  that  their  vessels,  fitted  with  pro- 
pellers of  the  M.  C.  Iron  of  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Miller, 
and  Co.,  after  continuous  service  for  many  years  in  the 
Arctic  Seas,  have  suffered  no  damage  in  that  exposed 
part — the  propeller.  One  of  these,  the  Aurora,  has  seen 
fifteen  years'  service,  having  been  fitted  with  her 
present  propeller  in  1876.  It  is  not  necessary,  however, 
to  multiply  instances,  but  it  is  useful,  we  hope,  in  an 
age  taken  with  a  steel-making  mania,  to  point  out  that 
the  above  firm  is  in  possession  of  a  process  for  making 
malleable  cast-iron  superior  to  steel  for  many  purposes 
where  strength  and  unbreakableness  are  primary 
requisites. 


Commercial    Glasgow. 


io5 


WILLIS,    NELSON,    &    Co.,    Straw 

42,    Miller    Stre 

Few  mercantile  houses  have  attained  so  high  a 
position  in  their  own  particular  department  of  industrial 
activity  as  has  the  great  firm  of  straw  hat  and  bonnet 
manufacturers  known  as  Messrs.  Willis,  Nelson,  and 
Co.,  whose  magnificent  premises  in  Miller  Street, 
Glasgow,  well  befit  the  important  character  of  the  firm's 
vast  mercantile  operations. 

The  business  of  Messrs.  Willis,  Nelson,  and 
Co.  was  originally  founded  at  Luton,  in  Bedfordshire, 
some  sixty  years  ago.  The  founder  of  the  concern 
was  Mr.  William  Willis  (whose  eldest  son  is  the 
eminent  Queen's    Counsel),  a   gentleman   who,  after  a 


Hat    and    Bonnet     Manufacturers, 

et,    Glasgow. 

of  a  kindred  character.  Ascending  to  the  second  floor 
by  a  handsome  staircase,  we  reach  the  straw  hat  and 
felt  department.  This  important  branch  of  the  firm's 
business  is  necessarily  of  peculiar  interest,  for  it  was  in 
the  straw  hat  and  bonnet  manufacturing  that  the  high 
reputation  of  Messrs.  Willis,  Nelson,  and  Co.  was 
principally  acquired.  In  this  department,  too,  the  firm 
still  maintains  a  decided  ascendancy  over  other  Glasgow 
houses,  an  ascendancy  which  they  seem  well  able  to 
maintain  in  the  future  as  they  have  maintained  it  during 
the  past  twenty-eight  years.  The  second  floor  is  also 
devoted  to  laces,  Scotch  muslins,  lace  and  linen   collars 


long  period  of  most  successfully  conducted  business 
enterprise,  retired  some  years  ago  in  favour  of  his 
partner,  Mr.  Nelson,  who  now  actively  conducts  the 
affairs  of  the  concern  under  the  same  trading  designa- 
tion as  has  characterised  it  for  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century.  The  warehouse  of  the  firm  comprises  a  four- 
storey  building  of  large  proportions,  the  basement  of 
which  is  chiefly  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  packing, 
invoicing,  and  "  returns."  The  first  floor  is  a  magni- 
ficent apartment — or  rather  series  of  apartments — 
occupied  by  the  flower  and  feather  department.  Here 
will  be  found  a  valuable  assortment  of  French  flowers 
in  mountings  and  grasses,  English  coloured  flowers, 
mourning  flowers  in  silk,  crape,  jet,  etc.,  ostrich  feathers, 
fancy  ostrich  plumes  and  aigrettes,  wings  and  fancy 
feathers,  leaves,  bridal   flowers,  and  many  other  articles 


and  cuffs,  lace  curtains,  &c.  The  Ribbon  and  Silk 
department  is  conducted  on  the  third  floor,  as  also  are 
the  departments  of  infants'  millinery,  and  shapes,  and 
general  ladies'  millinery.  It  is  needless  to  say  with 
regard  to  these  departments  that  they  adequately  repre- 
sent all  the  leading  styles  of  the  London  and  Paris 
fashion  centres.  A  magnificently  representative  stock  is 
held,  and  the  utmost  field  for  selection  is  afforded  to 
patrons.  The  firm  maintains  a  large  and  influential 
connection,  not  only  throughout  the  United  Kingdom, 
but  also  in  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Africa,  Canada, 
the  East  and  West  Indies,  and,  in  short,  wherever  the 
civilizing  voice  of  British  Commerce  makes  itself 
heard.  The  whole  of  this  great  organisation  is  con- 
ducted with  great  practical  skill,  energy,  and  well- 
directed  enterprise.        Mr.   Nelson's  entire  commercial 
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caieer  has  been  characterised  by  powerful  efforts  to 
secure  for  his  house  a  permanent  supremacy  in  its  line 
of  business,  and  no  one  visiting  the  firm's  fine  ware- 
house and  seeing  the  host  of  clerks  and  assistants 
busily  employed  in  preparing  goods  for  despatch  to  the 
"  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  "  can  doubt  that  the 
gentleman  in  question  has  eminently  succeeded.  Mr. 
Nelson  is  by  birth  a  Glaswegian,  having  been  born  in 
that  city  in  1837.  Thirty-six  years  ago  he  became 
associated  with  Mr.  Willis  at  his  Luton  establish- 
ment, and  he  soon  gained,  by  his  ability  and  upright- 
ness, the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  employer.  Mr. 
Willis  entrusted  him  thirty-three  years  ago  with  the 
control  of  the  newly-established  Glasgow  emporium,  at 
that  time  conducted  in  Argyle  Street.  Some  years  later 
Mr.  Nelson  was  admitted  to  a  well-deserved  partner- 
ship, and  for  many  years  he  has  played  a  most  conspicu- 


ous part  in  the  industrial  enterprise  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Nelson  was  a  member  of  the  Trades  House  from  1872 
to  1882  ;  he  was  elected  Deacon  of  the  Corporation  of 
Skinners  in  1870  and  again  in  1878.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Corporation  of  Maltmen,  and  ably  fills 
the  position  of  a  manager  of  the  Glasgow  Blind  Asylum. 
In  every  sphere  of  activity  in  which  he  engages  he  earns 
the  gratitude  and  respect,  not  merely  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  but  of  Britishers  everywhere,  who,  knowing 
him,  recognise  in  him  a  man  well  deserving  of  public 
confidence  and  high  personal  regard  and  honour. 

Since  the  above  was  put  in  type,  the  above 
premises  have  been  totally  destroyed  by  fire  ;  but  this 
firm  have  been  most  fortunate  in  securing  a  handsome 
building,  belonging  to  the  Glasgow  Corporation,  at  42, 
Virginia,  where  they  are  temporarily  carrying  on  their 
trade  in  all  its  branches. 


JAMES    MORE    &    Co.,     Mathematical    and    Philosophical    Instrument    Makers,    Opticians, 
Photographic  Chemists  and  Dealers,  Prudential  Buildings,  77,  Renfield  Street,  Glasgow. 


The  well-known  and  enterprising  establishment  of 
Mr.  James  More,  in  the  new  Prudential  Buildings, 
Renfield  Street,  takes  rank  as  one  of  the  most  com- 
plete of  the  kind  in  the  Kingdom.  Mr.  More  has  had 
long  practical  experience  of  the  business,  having  been 
for  nearly  eighteen  years  in  Mr.  White's  shops  in 
Union  Street,  and  having  continued  to  assist  him  and 
his  successors  in  Sauchiehall  Street.  He  has  gained, 
therefore,  a  complete  knowledge  of  a  business  requir- 
ing no  small  scientific  attainments  and  long  practice 
for  its  mastery.  The  splendid  shop  now  occupied  at 
the  above  address  is  fitted  up  in  the  best  modern  style, 
and  is  replete  with  one  of  the  best  assortments  of  the 
trade  to  be  seen  anywhere.  It  is  impossible,  in  the 
limited  space  at  our  disposal,  to  do  more  than  give  a 
general  idea  of  the  various  departments,  as  any  attempt 
to  enumerate  the  several  items  would  require  not  a 
column  but  a  small  volume.  The  stock,  we  need  not 
say,  is  entirely  new,  after  the  latest  and  most  perfect 
models,  and  presents  many  points  of  special  interest. 
First  of  all  in  general  interest  come  the  optical  and 
scientific  instruments,  such  as  telescopes — monocular 
and  binocular — of  superb  finish,  microscopes  (among 
which  the  "  Demonstrator  "  is  at  once  a  reliable,  sub- 
stantial, and  powerful  instrument  at  a  moderate  figure), 
opera,  field,  and  marine  glasses,  of  which  the  "  Hawk- 
eye  "  is  the  most  notable  as  a  high-power  achromatic 
binocular ;  and  spectacles,  eyeglasses,  and  folders  in 
endless  variety.  Mr.  More  has  made  a  reputation  in 
the  latter  line  with  his  "Adjustable  Spectacles,"  of 
which  the  firm  are  the  makers  and  inventors,  and 
which,  by  a  simple  arrangement,  can  be  altered  from 
the  angle  suitable  for  reading  to  that  most  convenient 
for  shooting,  billiards,  and  the  like.  The  "  Kaliston 
Folders"  of  the  firm  are  now  in  general  use,  and, 
besides  possessing  every  perfection,  are  specially 
valuable,  as  the  pressure  has  been  reduced  to  the 
most  infinitesimal  minimum.  The  general  stock 
in  this  department  embraces  all  the  latest  and 
best  makes  of  mathematical,  mining,  navigating,  and 
surveying  instruments,  thermometers,  barometers,  spe- 
cific gravity  instruments,  stereoscopes,  graphoscopes, 
magnifying  glasses,  pocket  lenses,  etc.     Among  special 


items  we  notice  the  valuable  assortment  of  artificial 
eyes,  of  the  best  English  manufacturers  (and  fitted  by 
an  experienced  operator),  opthalmoscopes,  lenses,  and 
electric  apparatus.  The  firm  are  also  largely  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  their  magnificent  series  of  glass 
stereoscopic  transparencies  of  the  exterior  and  the  in- 
teriors of  the  New  Municipal  Buildings,  Glasgow,  com- 
prising ten  beautiful  and  perfect  views,  each  of  which  is 
a  work  of  art. 

Messrs.  More  and  Co.  are  also  widely  known  as 
caterers  for  the  works  of  professional  and  amateur 
photographers,  and  hold  a  very  complete  selection  of 
cameras,  lenses,  and  photographic  paraphernalia  in 
general.  The  "  St.  Mungo,"  "  Renfield,"  and  "  Blyths- 
wood  "  cameras  of  the  firm  are  of  the  best  construction 
and  material,  at  easy  prices.  Thomson's  patent  tripod, 
Ilford,  Paget,  Wratten,  Wainright,  Mawson,  and  other 
plates,  papers,  carbon  tissue,  and  all  the  varied  acces- 
sories and  sundries  of  the  art  are  kept  in  stock.  In  the 
magic -lantern  department,  whether  for  scientific  or 
general  use,  the  firm  are  justly  celebrated,  and  keep  or 
make  all  kinds  of  instruments  and  sundries.  They  also 
undertake  lime-light  exhibitions  in  town  or  country. 
In  a  word,  they  are  equal  to  the  supply  of  all  or  any  of 
the  instruments  or  sundries  of  the  trade,  of  guaranteed 
quality,  at  a  very  moderate  price.  A  large  staff  of 
experienced  and  skilful  workmen  is  maintained  both  for 
manufacture  and  repairs,  and  the  most  jealous  possessor 
of  fine  appliances  may  safely  trust  to  them  fo  r  adjust- 
ments or  re-fitting.  They  are  agents  for  Dr.  Dey's  time 
checker  and  recorder. 

To  the  rear  of  the  shop  is  a  dark  room  adequately 
appointed  for  the  use  of  customers  or  tourists,  where 
free  lessons  and  instructions  are  given  by  a  practical 
photographer.  From  this  brief  outline  the  reader  will 
be  able  to  form  some  imperfect  idea  of  the  scientific 
importance  of  this  enterprising  firm.  Under  Mr. 
More's  able  guidance  the  business  in  all  departments  is 
carried  on  with  ever-increasing  reputation  and  success. 
Mr.  More  is  Official  Lanternist  to  the  Glasgow  Ama- 
teur Photographic  Society,  and  is  universally  popular  in 
trade  and  general  circles. 
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JAMES    ROBERTON    (Successor    to    Andrew     Menzies),     Funeral     Undertaker,     Cab 
Carriage  Hirer,  Job  and   Post   Master,    120   and  122,  St.  George's  Road,  Glasgow. 

Branch:    273,  Eglinton  Street,  S.S.     Telephone:  Nos.  1217  and  146. 


and 


Probably  nowhere  in  this  country  has  the  equestrian 
business  been  better  represented  or  brought  to  a  condi- 
tion of  greater  completeness  and  perfection  than  in  the 
commercial  capital  where  posting  and  hiring  trade 
fulfils  an  important  part  in  the  City's  daily  activity. 
The  main  essentials  of  sanitary  orderliness  and  organisa- 
tion have  received  the  most  scrupulous  consideration  at 
the  hands  of  several  notable  firms,  and  in  these  and 
other  respects  it  is  believed  that  perhaps  the  finest 
arranged  stables  in  Scotland  are  those  situated  close  to 
Charing  Cross,  Glasgow,  and  occupied  by  Mr.  James 
Roberton.  The  large  business  of  which  these  stables 
are  the  centre  has  been  in  existence  for  many  years, 
having  been  founded  by  the  late  Mr.  Andrew  Menzies, 
the  predecessor  of  Mr.  Roberton,  who  has  been 
connected  therewith  for  twenty-four  years,  twenty-one 
of  which  he  acted  as  Mr.  Menzies'  manager.  During 
that  period  Mr.  Roberton  lias  adopted  every  means 
to  improve  its  efficiency,  as  well  as  to  expand  to 
the  utmost  the  resources  of  each  of  its  various  depart- 
ments, and  the  large  premises  of  120  and  122,  St.  George's 
Road  present  a  fine  illustration  of  the  standard  of  first- 
rate  development  to  which  a  posting  and  hiring 
establishment  can  attain.  The  building  is  of  three 
floors,  and  the  interior,  which  is  open  in  the  centre, 
forms  a  square  of  150  feet,  the  entire  space  being 
uninterrupted  from  the  ground  floor  upwards.  The 
system  upon  which  the  wings  of  the  building  have  been 
constructed  is  that  of  several  successive  tiers  resembling 
the  galleries  of  a  theatre,  and  under  this  well-conceived 
plan  stabling  for  the  horses  is  afforded  on  two  floors, 
while  the  ground  floor  affords  ample  accommodation  for 
harness  rooms,  cab  and  carriage  rooms ;  and  the  whole 


place  presents  an  aspect  of  exceptional  attractiveness, 
and  is  rendered  inviting  by  the  clean  and  tidy  features 
that  are  everywhere  observable.  The  requirements  of 
the  stud  are  well  cared  for  by  a  staff  of  efficient  grooms, 
and,  every  detail  being  under  the  immediate  personal 
supervision  of  the  principal,  the  work  progresses  on  all 
the  principles  characteristic  of  a  first-class  and  well- 
equipped  menage.  Between  the  branch  establishment  at 
Eglinton  Street  and  the  headquarters  of  the  business 
communication  by  telephone  is  duly  maintained,  and  the 
firm  are  at  all  times  in  readiness  to  carry  out  the  most 
elaborate  or  urgent  orders  of  a  large  hiring  and  posting 
business.  The  funeral  undertakings  may  be  said  to 
constitute  a  business  in  themselves,  the  proprietor  being 
entrusted  with  the  arrangements  of  funerals  for  all 
classes  of  the  community,  and  this  branch  of  work  he 
carries  through  with  due  regard  for  the  requirements 
of  each  occasion.  Promptitude,  which  is  at  all  times  the 
essential  element  in  funeral  undertaking,  is  observed  in 
a  manner  thoroughly  satisfactory  to  patrons,  and  the 
services  of  a  fine  stud  of  Belgian  horses  add  to  the 
impressive  appearance  of  any  large  funeral  cortege.  Mr. 
Roberton  commands  at  all  times  a  good  equipment  of 
horses,  and  equal  attentiveness  is  given  to  every  order 
in  a  way  which  must  recommend  this  establishment 
to  all  who  can  appreciate  and  take  advantage  of  the 
economical  methods  under  which  every  one  of  its  varied 
operations  is  regulated.  The  proprietor  is  well  known 
for  his  liberality  and  ready  anticipation  of  the  exact 
needs  of  his  supporters,  and  at  the  head  of  a  business 
which  is  a  standing  credit  to  the  trade  it  exemplifies, 
Mr.  Roberton  is  favoured  by  the  esteem  and  patronage 
of  an  influential  clientele. 


MESSRS.   THOMAS   LAWRIE    &    SON,    Dealers   in   Works   of  Art,    Decorators,    &c, 

85,    St.   Vincent   Street,    Glasgow. 


The  well-known  art  galleries  and  repository  for  antiques 
and  curios,  founded  more  than  half  a  century  ago  by  the 
late  Mr.  Thomas  Lawrie,  has  long  come  to  be  regarded 
as  one.  of  the  institutions  of  the  City.  The  premises 
•include  a  large  and  handsome  shop,  in  the  two  large 
windows  of  which  are  generally  to  be  seen  something 
rare  or  curious,  such  as  a  picture  by  some  celebrated 
home  or  foreign  artist,  the  handiwork  of  some  craftsmen 
of  the  Renaissance  period,  or  valuable  articles  of  still 
remoter  date.  To  the  rear  is  the  picture  gallery,  about 
40  feet  square,  used  for  exhibitions  of  the  pictorial  art 
as  illustrated  by  the  various  masters  or  schools  ancient 
and  modern.  Upstairs  there  is  a  suite  of  three  fine  rooms 
filled  with  artistic  articles  of  all  periods  and  all  countries, 
from  early  Greek  down  to  modern  French  art.  One 
sees  a  few  fine  specimens  of  Etruscan  vases  and  Tanagra 
modelling,  and  one  or  two  pieces  of  early  Byzantine 
enamel,  but  Messrs.  Lawrie  have  given  their  greatest 
attention  and  care  to  forming  a  fine  collection  of  the 
works  of  the  great  masters  of  the  French  and  Italian 
Renaissance,  including  cabinets,  chairs,  and  all  kinds  of 
furniture ;    bronzes   by   Jean   de    Bologna    and   others, 


Gubbio  Majolica  dishes  by  Maestro  Georgio,  Hispanc- 
Mauro  vases  and  plates,  Flemish  and  French  tapestries, 
Italian  and  French  Bijoux,  Spanish  stamped  leather, 
&c,  &c.  Messrs.  Lawrie  also  deal  in  very  high-class 
pictures,  principally  of  the  Old  English  and  French 
romantic  schools.  In  a  small  luxurious  private  room 
upstairs  one  can  always  see  examples  of  some  of  the 
following  great  artists;  Turner,  Gainsborough,  Reynolds, 
Constable,  Crome,  Millet,  Corot,  Rousseau,  Troyon,  and 
numerous  others. 

In  conjunction  with  the  virtuosi  side  of  the  business 
a  large  high-class  trade  is  carried  on  in  artistic  decora- 
tion and  painting,  picture-frame  making  and  gilding, 
the  branch  and  workshops  for  this  department  being 
situated  at  130,  Wellington  Street.  The  firm  have 
clients  and  correspondents  in  all  parts  of  the  world  and 
are  well  known  to  the  bulk  of  home  and  foreign  col- 
lectors, art  dealers,  and  artists.  The  present  members 
of  the  firm,  Mr.  William  Lawrie,  son  of  the  founder, 
and  Mr.  J.  M.  Brown,  are  both  experts,  and  hold  the 
highest  rank  in  the  business 
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MR.  JAMES  WHITE,  Manufacturer  of  Electrical  Instruments,  Marine  and  other  Appliances, 

16  to   20,    Cambridge    Street,    Glasgow. 


In  all  that  pertains  to  electrical  science  Sir  William 
Thomson  is  regarded  as  a  universal  genius.  To  him 
the  world  is  indebted  for  some  of  the  most  notable 
inventions  of  the  age,  whether  as  regards  terrene  or 
submarine  telegraphy.  To  him,  moreover,  is  due  the 
credit  of  having  devised  various  electrical  and  maritime 
appliances  the  importance  of  which  cannot  be  over- 
estimated. Practical  efiect  has  been  given  to  Sir 
William  Thomson's  inventive  genius  by  Mr.  James 
White,  of  Cambridge  Street,  Glasgow,  whose  speciality 
is  the  manufacture  of  Sir  William's  appliances.  As 
may  be  supposed,  this  is  a  manufacture  which 
involves  the  most  exquisite  delicacy  of  manipulation  in 
order  to  ensure  perfect  accuracy  of  adjustment.     Take* 


property  at  sea.  His  Marine  Compass  and  Navigating 
Sounding  Machine  are  essential  to  the  equipment  of  the 
best  vessels  of  the  present  day.  What  can  be  more  re- 
assuring to  the  passengers  during  a  "record  run  "  than 
to  know  that  the  ship's  course  is  being  directed  by  the 
best  compass  that  scientific  inventiveness  and  practical 
skill  has  devised  and  of  proved  reliability  ?  and  on 
nearing  his  destination,  whether  on  business  or  pleasure 
bent,  he  knows  the  voyage  will  not  be  unduly  prolonged 
because  of  the  fog  which  may  envelope  the  shore  ob- 
scuring the  landmarks,  but  finds  that  by  the  constant  use 
of  the  sounding  machine  the  Captain  knows  that  his 
course  is  leading  him  direct  to  the  desired  haven.  The 
Mariner's  Compass  has  correctors  within  and  attached 
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for  example,  what  is  known  as  the  Siphon  Recorder,  an 
instrument  which  may  be  said  to  have  revolutionised 
submarine  telegraphy.  This  is  an  instrument  for 
recording  on  a  moving  paper  ribbon  the  right  and  left 
movements  of  a  glass  siphon  acted  upon  by  the  succes- 
sive positive  and  negative  currents  which  go  to  make  up 
telegraphic  signals.  Its  extreme  sensitiveness  enables  it 
to  automatically  record  accurately,  in  ink,  messages  sent 
per  cable  thousands  of  miles  under  water,  a  record 
which  can  be  kept  for  future  reference.  Indeed,  this 
instrument  is,  perhaps,  the  greatest  scientific  marvel  of 
the  age. 

Another  department  in  which  the  genius  of  Sir 
William  Thomson  is  shown,  with  perhaps  even  greater 
efiect,  is  in  his  inventions  for  securing  safety  to  life  and 


to  it,  by  means  of  which  the  magnetic  errors  inci* 
dental  to  the  ordinary  maritime  compasses  may  be 
remedied  and  the  most  serious  of  all  the  dangers  atten- 
dant upon  navigation  avoided.  The  frames  of  the 
compass  card  are  made  of  aluminium  and  fine  silk  cord. 
It  carries  at  its  centre  a  sapphire  bearing,  the  total 
weight  being  less  than  half  an  ounce.  The  pivot  on 
which  the  jewelled  bearing  rests  is  pointed  with  iridium, 
and,  though  in  use  for  many  years,  shows  no  perceptible 
wear.  A  book  of  instructions  has  been  published  con- 
cerning the  use  of  Sir  William  Thomson's  Patent 
Compass,  clearly  setting  forth  the  errors  to  be  corrected 
under  any  conceivable  circumstances  and  the  manner 
in  which  this  is  accomplished. 

Reference  has  also  been  made  to  the  Navigational 
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Sounding  Machine,  which,  by  means  of  a  novel  and 
highly  ingenious  Depth  Recorder  supplied  with  it,  the 
depth  of  the  sea  over  which  the  vessel  is  steaming  at 
any  particular  time  may  be  ascertained  without  the 
speed  of  the  vessel  being  reduced.  The  depth  is  deter- 
mined by  the  compression  of  air  in  a  closed  chamber. 
The  amount  of  this  compression  is  shown  by  the  pull 
upon  a  spring  at  the  end  of  a  piston,  and  this  is 
registered  by  a  marker,  which  retains  its  position  when 
the  sinker  is  drawn  up.  The  ocean  therefore  registers 
its  own  depth  when  the  sinker  strikes  bottom,  and,  by 
an  admirable  expedient,  possible  disarrangement  of  the 
marker  by  the  sudden  shock  is  obviated.  Surely  this 
is  a  triumph  of  human  intelligence  over  matter.  Sir 
William  Thomson's  electrical  patents  are  not  only  mar- 
vellous but  are  exceedingly  numerous.  They  include 
marine  voltmeters,  magneto-static  current  meters, 
ampere  gauges,  electrostatic  voltmeters,  etc. 

Now,  an  establishment  at  which  these  and  other 
wonderful  contrivances  are  made  is  one  which,  in  view 
of  what  electrical  science  has  already  effected  and  is 
certain  to  achieve  in  the  future,  must  be  of  profound 
interest  and  importance.  It  follows,  moreover,  that  the 
principal  of  such  an  establishment  must  be  possessed  of 
scientific  knowledge,  mechanical  skill,  and  adaptability 
to  the  ever  varying  requirements  of  an  astonishingly 
progressive  age  such  as  can  scarcely  be  paralleled  in 
any  other  vocation.  To  Mr.  David  Reid,  the  managing 
principal  of  the  business,  founded  half  a  century  ago  by 
the  late  Mr.  James  White,  the  exercise  of  these  excep- 
tional qualifications  must  be  accorded.  As  an  electrician 
he  is  possessed  of  the  highest  capability,  and  he  takes 
a  keen,  practical,  and  personal  interest  in  the  hundreds  of 
intricate  instruments  which  are  being  made  at  one  time 
in  the  works  he  directs.  Having  regard  to  the  nature 
of  the  operations  carried  on  and  the  fact  that  200  hands 
are  employed  in  the  various  departments,  the  amount  of 
supervision  he  has  to  exercise  must  be  exceedingly 
exacting.  His  extensive  premises  in  Cambridge  Street 
are  five  storeys  high  and  have  a  fine  freestone  frontage. 
To  the  rear  of  these  premises  there  is  another  building, 
also  of  five  floors,  making  the  depth  of  the  combined 
premises  from  150  to  200  feet.  The  ground  floor  is 
occupied  mainly  as  a  warehouse  for  finished  instruments 
ready  for  consignment  to  the  Admiralty,  to  foreign 
stations,  or  to  foreign  Governments.  As  not  only  metal 
but  woodwork  is  made  at  the  establishment,  one  depart- 
ment is  devoted  to  joinery.  Compass  stands  are  made 
here,  and  in  an  adjoining  room  a  number  of  girls  are 
employed  in  polishing  the  teak,  mahogany,  and  other 
woods  of  which  the  stands,  &c,  are  constructed.  Inci- 
dental to  this  department,  also,  is  the  making  of  boxes 
for  compass  cards  and  balances,  etc.  In  another 
department  the  braziers  are  at  work,  and  there  are  fully 
half  a  dozen  rooms  fitted  up  with  small  metal  turning 
lathes,  and  in  which  the  processes  of  boring,  screwing, 
filing,  etc.,  are  carried  on.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
the  work  throughout  the  whole  establishment  is  of  the 
most  elaborate  nature  and  that  the  employes  must  be 
thoroughly  skilled  and  competent,  considering  the  highly 


technical  character  of  the  industry  with  which  they  are 
associated. 

The  firm  manufacture  many  kinds  of  electrical 
apparatus,  nearly  all  the  invention  of  Sir  William 
Thomson.  Besides  the  Siphon  Recorder  instruments 
for  cable  work  mentioned  above  there  are  many  instru- 
ments for  the  measurement  of  electric  currents  and 
pressures.  Chief  among  these  are  the  Standard  Elec- 
tric Balances.  Until  a  few  years  ago  the  accurate 
measurement  of  electric  currents  was  a  matter  of  much 
difficulty  and  labour,  but  by  the  invention  of  his 
Electric  Balances  Sir  William  Thomson  has  placed  in 
the  hands  of  engineers  a  means  of  measuring  currents 
from  J0  to  10,000  amperes  within  }-0  per  cent,  of 
accuracy.  These  instruments  are  of  beautiful  finish 
and  are  now  the  recognised  standards  in  all  countries  of 
the  world.  In  them,  as  in  all  the  other  manufactures, 
the  object  has  not  only  been  to  secure  accuracy  but  also 
permanency.  For  the  measurement  of  electric  pressure 
Sir  William  Thomson  has  invented  a  series  of  volt- 
meters dependent  for  their  action  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  his  famous  Quadrant  Electrometer,  which  has 
now  become  a  household  word  among  electricians.  By 
this  means  he  has  produced  a  chain  of  instruments 
measuring  from  1J0  of  a  volt  to  100,000  volts,  which 
are  quite  independent  of  external  influences  such  as 
temperature,  magnetism,  etc.  These  instruments 
are  not  only  used  as  standards,  but  are  very  largely 
used  as  practical  indicators  in  all  kinds  of  electric 
work.  Six  or  seven  differerent  stock  patterns  are 
manufactured,  and  the  production  and  testing  are 
matters  of  considerable  interest  to  technical  people. 
Besides  these  two  main  classes  of  instruments,  there  are 
many  others  designed  mainly  for  use  in  electric-power 
and  light  installations,  such  as  the  "  Thomson  "  Ampere 
Gauges,  Engine-room  Voltmeters,  Marine  Voltmeters, 
and  Ampere  Meters.  For  purely  laboratory  and  testing- 
room  work  many  kinds  of  apparatus  are  made,  including 
the  now  universally  used  "  Thomson  "  Mirror  Galvano- 
meter, Resistance  Boxes,  and  different  types  of  bridges 
for  measurement  from  the  lowest  possible  to  the  highest 
possible  resistances.  As  might  be  supposed,  the  testing 
of  such  instruments  is  a  matter  requiring  the  employ- 
ment of  a  staff  of  electrical  experts  and  most  elaborate 
standardizing  arrangements.  Owing  to  the  rapid  pro- 
gress of  electrical  engineering  it  has  been  found  that  the 
present  premises  have  been  taxed  to  their  utmost  to 
meet  the  demands.  The  firm  have  consequently  made 
a  large  addition  to  their  original  premises,  and  a  new 
laboratory  with  testing  apparatus  and  appliances  has 
been  laid  down  which  will  be  capable  of  undertaking 
any  electrical  testing  work  which  can  possibly  be  required. 
The  furnishing  of  this  department  is  on  the  most  com- 
plete scale,  and  altogether  it  bids  fair  to  be  the  largest 
as  well  as  the  most  complete  electrical  laboratory  in 
the  country.  The  new  premises  will  accommodate 
about  double  the  number  of  workers  as  are  employed 
in  the  original  works.  The  shops  of  the  new  depart- 
ment are  lighted  throughout  by  electricity. 
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JOHN    McFARLANE    &    CO.,    Sailmakers,    147,    Shields    Road,    Glasgow. 


A  valuable  and  long-standing  repute  attaches  to  the 
business  of  Messrs.  John  McFarlane  &  Co.,  who  are 
the  oldest  representatives  of  the  sailmaking  trade  in 
Glasgow,  and  occupy  a  pioneer  position  among  those 
influential  concerns  that  have  contributed  to  advance 
and  promote  its  prosperity  and  interests.  An  interest- 
ing contrast  is  presented  in  the  position  of  the  house  at 
the  present  time  and  its  comparatively  modest  inaugu- 
ration exactly  half  a  century  ago.  The  firm's  fine  new 
building  in  Shields  Road  is  acknowledged  one  of  the 
most  completely  organised  concerns  of  the  kind  in  the 
Western  Metropolis,  and  its  numerous  facilities  may  be 
said  to  embody  all  the  practical  developments  that  have 
taken  place  in  the  sailmaking  industry  during  the  past 
fifty  years.  One  of  the  most  impressive  features  of  this 
representative  factory  is  its  square  and  regular  pro- 
portions, while  it  is  effectively  lighted  from  the  series  of 
windows  all  round  as  well  as  from  the  roof,  and  it  bears 
the  particular  advantage  of  being  on  the  ground  level 
instead  of  being  reached  by  several  stairs,  as  is  the  case 
with  most  factories  of  the  kind,  and  which  has  long 
constituted  a  serious  drawback.  The  whole  work  is 
thus  carried  out  on  one  flat,  and  from  the  office  in  front 
the  operations  of  a  staff  of  about  forty  men  can  be  per- 
sonally superintended.  The  busy  industrial  aspect  of 
the  house  testifies  to  the  vitality  of  the  trade  of  which 
it  is  the  centre,  and  a  very  large  output  is  maintained,  in 
order  to  provide  effectually  and  satisfactorily  for  the 
constant  demands  made  upon  the  resources  of  the  house 
by  its  widespread  connections  in  almost  every  important 
shipping  centre  at  home  and  abroad.  Of  late  years 
Messrs.  McFarlane  have  been  favoured  with  several 
valuable  contracts,  and  some  time  ago  they  provided  a 
set  of  sails  for  the  Whaling  Company,  of  Dunedin,  and 
sent  out  sails  to  Rangoon  for  the  Government  pilot 
cutter.  Amongst  other  contracts  they  have  had  the 
high  honour  conferred  on  them  by  being  appointed 
sailmakers  for  one  of  the  first  shipbuilding  firms  on  the 
Clyde— Messrs.  Win.  Denny  &  Bros.,  Levin  Ship  Yard, 
Dumbarton.  They  are  also  sailmakers  for  the  well-known 
and  old-established  firm  of  Messrs.  J.  and  A.  Roxburgh, 


of  Glasgow,  now  ably  represented  by  Mr.  John  A.  Rox- 
burgh, having  done  the  sailmaking  work  for  this  firm 
since  the  first  ship  owned  by  them,  when  it  was  then 
represented  by  the  late  well-known  John  Roxburgh  and 
his  colleague  Captain  Jas.  McKellar.  They  are  also  sail- 
makers for  several  of  the  leading  shipowners  in  Glasgow 
and  elsewhere  throughout  the  kingdom,  all  of  whom  have 
always  had  implicit  confidence  in  John  McFarlane  & 
Co.  They  consign  largely  to  China,  Calcutta,  Bombay, 
Columbia,  New  Zealand,  and  the  Colonies,  and  also 
nearly  all  the  Continental  ports  and  all  the  seaports  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  derive  a  large  share  of  the 
prosperity  of  their  business  from  the  vitality  and  always 
increasing  success  of  their  export  trade.  Messrs. 
McFarlane's  sails  have  been  always  readily  identified 
by  the  sound  and  sterling  quality  of  the  canvas  employed 
in  their  manufacture,  and  in  both  sails  and  tents  they 
embody  such  reputed  fabrics  as  are  known  to  emanate 
from  the  canvas  manufacturing  houses  of  Gourock  and 
Arbroath.  The  best  of  Gourock  bolt  rope  and  galvan- 
ized clue  rings  are  largely  used,  and,  in  order  to 
preserve  the  high  name  that  the  house  has  earned,  the 
firm  adhere  to  those  principles  of  production  which  have 
rendered  their  goods  popular  and  appreciable  among 
marine  and  general  connections.  Ever  since  the 
days  of  the  late  esteemed  senior  partner  of  the  firm — 
Mr.  John  McFarlane,  by  whom  the  business  was 
founded  in  1840,  and  who  was  better  known  in  the  trade 
by  the  well-merited  designation  of  "  Honest  John" — the 
house  has  borne  a  character  for  integrity  and  high  com- 
mercial principle  from  which  nothing  can  detract.  All 
the  old-established  features  of  the  house  are  ably  pre- 
served under  the  guidance  of  the  son,  Mr.  Archie  F. 
McFarlane,  in  whose  lengthy  experience  in  the  trade 
his  many  constituents  confidently  and  implicitly  rely ; 
and  among  all  interested  in  the  sailmaking  industry  and 
commerce  his  advice  on  every  matter  relating  thereto  is 
unreservedly  accepted  as  a  conclusive  and  well-formed 
judgment  in  reference  to  the  particular  subject  to  which 
it  relates. 


J.  &  W.  CAMPBELL,  Turkey-Red  Dyers,  Auldfield  Dye  Works,  Pollokshaws,  Glasgow. 


An  important  auxiliary  branch  of  the  textile  trades 
which  contribute  so  greatly  to  the  industrial  prosperity 
of  this  district  is  represented  by  the  old-established  firm 
of  Messrs.  J.  &  W.  Campbell,  of  the  Auldfield  Dye 
Works,  Pollokshaws,  which  justly  merits  prominent 
notice  in  these  columns.  The  business  was  originally 
founded  upwards  of  half  a  century  ago,  and  has  been 
successfully  conducted  under  its  present  title  for  more 
than  forty  years.  The  works,  which  have  been  recently 
reconstructed,  are  of  handsome  and  imposing  propor- 
tions, the  premises  occupying  a  total  area  two  acres  in 
extent,  on  which  are  erected  spacious  and  conveniently 
adapted  buildings  for  the  various  operations  of  the  trade. 
The  works  are  equipped  throughout  with  plant  and 
machinery  of  modern  and  improved  construction,  driven 


by  steam  power,  and  adequate  accommodation  is  also 
provided  for  the  packing  and  despatch  departments  and 
offices,  etc.  The  chief  production  of  the  works  are  dyed 
yarns  and  threads  in  hanks,  the  process  being  principally 
what  is  termed  in  technical  phraseology  "  Turkey  Red  " 
short  process  dyeing. 

A  large  number  of  hands  varying  between  200  and 
250  is  employed  in  the  works  under  the  competent 
supervision  of  the  principals,  whose  extended  connection 
with  the  trade  and  thoroughly  practical  experience 
ensure  the  maintenance  of  the  high  standard  of  uniform 
quality  which  has  for  so  many  generations  past  formed 
the  distinguishing  characteristic  of  all  work  executed  by 
this  well-known  firm. 
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JAMES   COUPER   &   SONS,    Manufacturers   of  Globes  and   Shades   for   Gas,  Oil,  and 
Electric    Lighting ;    City    Glass  Works,  Glasgow. 


It  would  be  difficult  to  indicate  an  industry  in  the  whole 
range  of  productive  activity  which  has  undergone  more 
rapid  development  within  a  recent  period  than  the  ancient 
art  of  the  glassmaker  and  worker,  every  succeeding 
decade  finding  new  fields  of  utility  for  this  beautiful  mate- 
rial, which,  in  its  varied  forms,  lends  itself  with  peculiar 
adaptability  to  every  artistic  and  useful  purpose.  A 
branch  of  this  important  industry  with  which  Glasgow 
has  for  many  generations  past  been  closely  identified  is 
the  manufacture  of  globes  and  shades,  and  of  the  lead- 
ing firms  engaged  in  this  department  we  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  selecting  as  typically  representative  of  the  art 
in  its  highest  form  the  old-established  and  eminent  firm 
of  Messrs.  James  Couper  &  Sons,  of  the  City  Glass 
Works.  This  business  was  founded  upwards  of  half  a 
century  ago  by  Mr.  James  Couper,  and  is  now  continued 
by  the  representatives  of  the  third  generation  of  that 
name.  The  Works  occupied  by  Messrs.  Couper  are  of 
very  commodious  proportions,  covering  a  total  area  of 
about  three  acres,  in  which  are  erected  the  conveniently 
adapted  buildings  requisite  for  the  extensive  operations 
of  the  business.  The  main  building  is  of  four  flats, 
with  a  well-appointed  suite  of  general  and  private 
offices  and  large,  well-lighted  showroom,  iooft.  in  length, 
arranged  for  the  effective  display  of  the  high-class  pro- 
ductions of  the  firm.  These  embrace  a  splendid  assort- 
ment of  ornamental  goods,  "  Clutha  Art  Glass  "  in  all 
the  newest  designs  and  most  brilliant  colours  ;  beauti- 
fully finished  table  glass  in  exquisitely  cut  decanters, 
wines,  tumblers,  etc. ;  Venetian,  coloured,  hand- 
painted,  engraved,  etched,  satin  finish,  sand  blast,  and 
other  varieties  of  glass ;  ships'  lenses  and  chemical 
retorts.  In  the  gas  globe  department  over  20,000  dif- 
ferent patterns  of  these  goods  are  made  in  all  the  most 
modern  designs  and  in  every  variety  of  colour  and  tint. 
The  firm  also  show  a  large  assortment  of  electric  light 
globes,  shades,  and  other  appliances  in  connection  with 
this  department  of  the  trade,  which  they  have  cultivated 


with  conspicuous  success.  The  Works  are  of  spacious 
proportions,  and  are  provided  throughout  with  plant  and 
machinery  of  modern  and  improved  construction  for 
facilitating  the  various  processes  of  the  trade.  The 
cutting  department  measures  160ft.  by  31ft.,  and  pro- 
vides ample  accommodation  for  the  numerous  skilled 
workmen  employed  in  this  delicate  art.  In  the  process 
of  etching  by  sand  blast  a  fan  making  6,000  revolutions 
a  minute  is  used,  and  for  "  metallic  etching"  a  novel 
machine  known  as  the  "  Pentagraph  "  is  employed.  The 
other  departments  of  the  Works  comprise  mixing  rooms, 
in  which  the  raw  material  is  prepared ;  picking-house, 
for  sorting  the  refuse  and  broken  glass  into  the  various 
qualities  for  re-melting ;  two  large  glass  houses  and 
annealing  furnaces;  brass -finishing  shop,  for  the 
manufacture  of  the  metal  fittings  used  in  the  business  ; 
joiners'  shop  ;  smithy  and  engine-house  with  3c -h. p. 
engine  ;  boiler-shed  ;  and  packing  and  despatch  depart- 
ments. Tram  rails  are  laid  in  every  part  of  the  Works 
for  facilitating  the  transit  of  goods  and  materials,  the 
whole  forming  one  of  the  most  completely  organised 
glass  works  in  the  Kingdom.  Messrs.  Couper  have 
recently  introduced  the  manufacture  of  ships'  lenses  of 
great  power,  and  these  goods,  from  their  very  superior 
quality,  have  already  secured  a  wide  reputation  in  the 
trade.  The  firm  also  manufacture  the  glass-melting 
crucibles  used  in  their  Works,  for  which  purpose  they 
have  laid  down  special  plant.  The  connection  established 
by  Messrs.  Couper  extends  throughout  the  markets  of 
the  world,  and  their  reputation  for  high-class  workman- 
ship has  an  unrivalled  standing  with  the  leading  buyers 
of  these  goods  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  A  large 
number  of  hands  are  employed  in  the  various  departments 
of  the  Works  under  the  able  supervision  of  the  principals, 
whose  extended  connection  with  the  business  ensures 
perfection  in  every  detail  of  the  management.  The 
members  of  the  firm  are  personally  well  known  and 
respected  in  social  and  commercial  circles. 


JAMES    PAUL    &   SONS,    House   and    Ship   Painters,  386,  Paisley  Road,  Glasgow. 


An  important  branch  of  industrial  activity  is 
capably  represented  in  this  Port  by  the  old-established 
firm  of  Messrs.  James  Paul  and  Sons,  House  and 
Ship  Painters,  386,  Paisley  Road,  Glasgow,  to  which 
we  have  pleasure  in  directing  the  attention  of  our 
readers.  The  business  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
district,  having  been  founded  as  far  back  as  1834 
by  the  senior  principal  on  a  site  known  as  the 
"  Breast  of  the  Quay,"  from  whence  the  firm  re- 
moved to  the  more  conveniently  adapted  premises 
they  now  occupy  in  1877.  As  the  concern  developed, 
it  became  necessary  that  the  management  department 
should  be  strengthened,  and  this  was  effected  by  the 
inclusion  of  the  two  sons,  Messrs.  John  and  Robert 
Paul,  in  the  proprietary,  the  firm  continuing  to  trade 
under  the  style  of  Messrs.  Paul  and  Sons.  The 
premises  now  occupied  by  Messrs.  Paul  are  situated  in 
convenient  proximity  to  the  Harbour  and  Docks,  and 
comprise  spacious  and  well-arranged  works  of  the  large 


dimensions  of  80  by  60  feet,  presenting  every  facility  for 
the  extensive  business  operations  of  the  firm.  The 
trade  embraces  every  branch  of  ship  and  house 
painting,  important  contracts  being  undertaken  by 
Messrs.  Paul  in  both  these  departments  for  the  leading 
shipowners,  builders,  contractors,  and  property  owners 
in  Glasgow  and  within  a  wide  radius  of  the  city.  The 
services  of  a  large  number  of  experienced  and  reliable 
workmen  are  employed  in  the  various  branches  of  the 
business  under  the  competent  supervision  of  the  junior 
principals,  whose  life-long  connection  with  the  trade 
ensures  perfection  in  the  execution  of  all  work  entrusted 
to  them  for  completion.  The  business  is  thoroughly 
well  organised  in  every  detail,  and,  under  the  energetic 
and  enterprising  management  of  the  proprietors,  affords 
every  indication  of  maintaining  in  the  future  the  well- 
deserved  commercial  eminence  which  has  for  so  many 
years  past  distinguished  the  successful  operations  of 
this  important  industrial  undertaking. 
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THE     "ACME"     PATENT     GAS     ENGINE, 
Sole  Makers: — Alexander,  Burt  &  Co.,  Engineers,  Iron  and  Brass  Founders,  Mountblue 

Engineering  Works,  Camlachie,  Glasgow. 


It  would  be,  indeed,  surprising  if  a  Glasgow  firm 
were  not  at  the  front  in  the  design  and  manufacture  of 
that  unexcelled  and  now  indispensable  motor — the  gas 
engine — considering  to  what  a  point  of  perfection 
engineering,  in  all  its  branches,  has  been  carried  in  the 
great  Western  Metropolis.  Yet  it  is  only  very  recently 
that  a  Glasgow  firm  have  been  able  to  obtain  a  distinct 
preeminence  in  this  line.  It  was,  in  fact,  in  the  great 
Glasgow  Exhibition  of  1888  that  experts  and  engineers 
in  general  became  cognisant  of  the  fact  that  the  "Acme" 
Gas  Engine,  made  by  the  Acme  Machine  Company,  of 


remedied  in  the  "Acme"  engine,  with  the  pleasing 
corollary  that  the  cost  of  working  would  be  greatly 
reduced,  and  the  general  efficient  power  of  the  engine 
enhanced,  in  every  way.  In  fact,  the  "Acme"  is  more 
economical  in  working  than  the  best  steam  engines, 
costing,  with  Glasgow  gas,  no  more  than  a  halfpenny 
per  brake-horse  power  per  hour,  a  very  close  approach 
to  the  minimum  possible  under  any  conditions,  if  experts 
are  not  utterly  mistaken.  It  would  not  be  easy  to  give 
any  description  of  the  "Acme"  engine  which  would 
convey  to  the  uninitiated  in  the  mysteries  of  mechanics 


Henrietta  Street,  Glasgow,  had  "stole  away"  from  all 
the  older  types. 

The  defect  in  engines  of  the  "Otto,"  "Clerk," 
and  "  Griffin  '?  types  is  that  the  exhaust  valve 
opens  while  the  pressure  of  the  exploded  gases  in  the 
cylinder  is  still  at  from  30  to  40  pounds  per  square  inch 
above  atmosphere.  The  force  represented  by  this  is 
entirely  lost,  instead  of  being  utilized,  as  in  the  case  of 
steam  engines,  by  expanding  till  the  pressure  approaches 
that  of  the  atmosphere  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  engines  of 
the  older  type  only  perform  75  or,  at  most,  80  per  cent, 
of  the  work,  which,  by  proper  arrangements  for  expan- 
sion, they  could  otherwise  do  from  using  any  given 
quantity   of  gas.      All    this   was    at    once    seen   to   be 


any  adequate  idea  of  the  perfection  and  simplicity  of  its 
arrangements.  Two  cylinders,  pistons,  and  shafts  are 
used,  the  two  shafts  being  connected  by  toothed  wheels, 
which  are  geared  in  the  ratio  of  2  to  1,  and  so  engaged, 
that,  when  the  fast-moving  piston  is  at  its  outer  and 
inner  dead  points,  the  other  piston  is  distant  from  its 
dead  points  by  a  distance  corresponding  to  a  motion  of 
about  45  degrees  of  its  crank,  or,  roughly,  \  of  its  whole 
stroke.  Only  one  valve  is  required  in  this  engine,  namely, 
an  automatic  valve  for  admitting  the  charge  of  gas  and 
air,  the  firing  and  exhaust  being  regulated  by  the  piston. 
The  action  is  as  follows  : —  1^-, 

Suppose  the  engine  to  have  completed  an  exhaust. 
The  main  piston  is  now  quite  in,  and  the  other  returning 
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in,  having  just  closed  the  exhaust  ports.  Let  V  be  the 
volume  swept  by  the  main  piston,  v  that  by  the  other, 
and  C  the  amount  of  clearance,  if  both  pistons  could  be 
fully  in  at  the  same  time.     We  start  a  volume  C  +  |  v. 

1.  The  main  piston  takes  an  out-stroke,  and  the 
other  returns  in  from  about  i  to  f  of  its  in-stroke.  The 
volume  is  now  V  +  C  +  |  v,  and  the  in-take  V  —  |-  v. 

2.  The  main  piston  makes  an  in-stroke,  and  the 
other  completes  the  remaining  portion  of  its  in-stroke 
and  makes  about  -*-  of  its  out-stroke,  where  the  fire 
tube  is  inserted.  The  compressed  volume  is  now 
C  +  }  v,  and  firing  takes  place. 

3.  The  main  piston  makes  an  out-stroke,  and  the 
other  also  travels  out  for  about  f  of  its  out-stroke,  thus 
expanding  to  a  volume  of  V  +  f-  v  -f  C. 

4.  The  exhaust  ports  are  now  uncovered  by  the 
minor  piston,  which  completes  the  last  \  of  its  out-stroke, 
and  returns  i  in,  while  the  main  piston  is  returning  in, 
thus  completing  the  cycle.  William  T.  Rowden,  B.Sc, 
Professor   of  Applied    Mechanics,  Anderson's  College, 


Glasgow.  He  adds,  after  completing  a  series  of  exhaus- 
tive tests  of  engines  under  actual  working  conditions  : 
"  The  'Acme'  engine  shows  a  saving  of  29  per  cent,  in 
the  consumption  of  gas,  when  compared  with  the  'Otto' 
engine."  This  furnishes  conclusive  proof  of  the  value 
of  the  "Acme"  gas  engine  as  a  motor,  considering  the 
very  high  efficiency  of  even  the  worst  of  the  older  types. 
The  Acme  Machine  Coy.  ceased  to  manufacture  these 
engines  since  January  of  the  present  year  ;  Mr.  Peter 
Burt,  the  proprietor  of  that  firm,  having  entered  into 
partnership  with  Messrs.  George  Alexander  &  Co.,  of 
Mountblue  Foundry,  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Alexander, 
Burt,  &  Co.  being  now  the  sole  makers.  Their  finely- 
equipped  and  extensive  works  at  Camlachie  have  had 
large  workshops  added  for  carrying  on  the  manufacture 
of  these  engines,  with  every  facility  that  experience, 
skill,  and  a  new  and  improved  plant  can  afford  for  the 
purpose.  Their  great  foundry  business  will  of  course  go 
on  as  formerly,  but  no  doubt  the  "Acme"  gas  engine 
will  ere  long  secure  them  the  "  blue  ribbon  "  of  the 
engineering  trade  of  Glasgow. 


THE    COLTNESS    IRON    CO.,    Limited,    Dalmellington    Iron    Co.,    Limited, 

109,    Hope    Street,    Glasgow. 


The  great  coal  and  iron  industries  of  Scotland  have 
gained  a  world-wide  celebrity  for  the  magnitude  of  their 
operations  and  the  high  quality  of  their  productions. 
The  above  associated  firms  are  among  the  most  re- 
presentative of  the  kind,  and  are  justly  celebrated,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  for  their  superior  products.  The 
works  of  the  Coltness  Iron  Co.  at  Newmains, 
Lanarkshire,  cover  several  acres  of  ground  and  com- 
prise an  aggregation  of  buildings  fully  equipped  with 
the  most  modern  plant  for  the  production  of  their 
famous  specialities.  These  include  foundry  and 
hematite  pig  iron,  ingot  moulds  for  steel  works,  steam 
and  household  coal,  coke,  nut  coal  for  stoves,  pea  coal 
for  steam  raising,  briquettes  for  domestic  use,  and  bricks 
of  high  crushing  point  for  engineering  and  building 
purposes.  The  well-known  "  Coltness  "  brand  of  pig 
iron  is  made  from  the  finest  "  Blackband "  ironstone, 
and  is  unexcelled  for  foundry  use.  It  possesses  great 
fluidity,  rendering  it  specially  suitable  for  fine  castings 
for  mechanical  and  agricultural  purposes,  ornamental 
work,  or  any  form  of  cast  iron  where  strength  combined 
with  lightness  is  necessary.  This  superior  pig  iron 
absorbs  more  scrap  than  any  other  in  the  world.  The 
rapid  development  of  the  steel  trade  during  late  years 
has  created  a  great  demand  for  ingot  moulds,  and  in 
order  to  meet  this  the  Coltness  Co.  have  built  a 
foundry  alongside  their  blast  furnaces  so  that  the  molten 
iron  can  be  run  direct  to  it  without  the  trouble  of  re- 
melting.  In  another  foundry,  too,  general  casting  work 
is  carried  on  very  extensively  for  engineers,  colliery 
owners,  and  the  like.  The  Company  also  manufacture 
coke  of  the  finest  quality,  for  foundry  purposes,  contain- 
ing the  minimum  of  sulphur  and  ash.  The  coal 
department  is  carried  on  by  the  firm  on  a  great  scale, 


and  in  this  section  several  specialities  are  noticeable. 
Nuts  of  all  sizes,  washed  for  domestic  and  manufactur- 
ing purposes,  are  quite  a  feature  of  the  trade,  and  are  in 
great  demand  both  at  home  and  on  the  Continent.,  This 
firm  have  the  honour  of  being  the  pioneers  in  this  large 
and  rapidly  developing  trade.  Their  briquettes  for 
household  use  are  now  in  general  demand  and  are 
amongst  the  finest  made.  The  best  household  coal  is 
used  so  that  i\  per  cent,  of  ash  is  left,  a  fact  that  in 
itself — putting  their  superiority  out  of  the  question — is  a 
perfect  recommendation.  To  these  interesting  develop- 
ments of  their  enterprise  they  have  added  that  of  brick 
making,  and  have  succeeded  in  producing  bricks  of  such 
fine  quality  that  their  crushing  point  is  something  phe- 
nomenal. Several  other  products  are  turned  out  in  great 
quantity  by  this  enterprising  Company,  such  as  sulphate 
of  ammonia,  creosote  oil,  and  pitch.  The  Dalmelling- 
ton Company  produce  coal  and  iron  only,  but  both  of 
the  finest  quality.  Altogether  the  business  controlled 
is  of  enormous  dimensions,  both  in  the  home  and  export 
departments,  and  is  constantly  developing.  Their 
present  Glasgow  offices  occupy  a  fine  central  location 
in  Hope  Street  and  comprise  public  and  private  rooms, 
counting  house,  etc.,  fitted  up  in  the  handsome  style  now 
usual  in  the  case  of  great  undertakings.  The  Company, 
however,  intend  removing  in  May  to  even  more  com- 
modious  premises  at  161,  West  George  Street.  The 
prosperity  which  has  followed  the  enterprise  of  these 
two  fine  concerns  is  itself  the  best  testimony  to  the  per- 
fection of  their  organization  on  all  sides  and  to  the 
ability  of  their  management.  They  worthily  represent 
the  two  staple  industries  of  the  country  and  fully  em- 
body that  enlightened  spirit  of  enterprise  which  has 
been  so  long  the  mainspring  of  their  success. 
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MESSRS.    E.    HANSON    &    Co.,   Ship    Repairers,   92,    Lancefield   Street,    Glasgow. 


Once  a  vessel  is  launched  from  the  Clyde  or  other  yards, 
the  shipbuilders  have  done  with  it,  but  a  ship  or  steamer, 
at  various  stages  of  her  subsequent  career,  requires,  just 
like  residential  property,  to  be  overhauled,  renovated, 
and,  from  a  possibly  dilapidated  condition,  converted 
once  more  into  a  thing  of  beauty.  The  business  of  ship 
repairing  and  renovating,  therefore,  is  quite  as  impor- 
tant in  its  way  as  that  of  shipbuilding,  and  it  is  one 
implying  a  diversity  of  industries  of  which,  probably,  the 
average  landsman  has  little  or  no  conception.  The 
depreciation  of  ship  property,  due  either  to  natural  wear 
and  tear,  to  stress  of  weather,  or  to  accident,  is  neces- 
sarily considerable  ;  but  a  skilled,  practical,  and  intel- 
ligent firm  will  soon  make  such  alterations  in  the 
appearance  of  a  vessel  that  her  owners  have  perfect 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  improvements  wrought. 

To  this  very  important  business— a  business  neces- 
sarily of  the  utmost  consequence  at  a  great  maritime 
port— the  firm  of  Messrs.  E.  Hanson  &  Co.,  of  92, 
Lancefield  Street,  Glasgow,  are  devoted.  This  firm 
carry  on  operations  upon  an  exceptionally  large  scale, 
a  fact  which  will  be  readily  understood  when  it  is  stated 
that  they  have  in  their  employ  something  like  100  hands. 
When  one  reflects  upon  what  this  means  he  will  realise 
that,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  the  number  of  vessels 
manipulated  by  the  firm  must  be  very  considerable  in- 
deed. It  should  be  explained,  however,  that,  in  addition 
to  executing  all  kinds  of  repairs  in  ships,  including 
scraping,  painting,  carpenter  work,  iron  work,  and  the 
provision  of  masts,  the  firm  under  notice  are  also  boat 
builders  with  a  flourishing  connection.  Specialities  of 
theirs  in  this  respect  are  the  building  of  lifeboats  and  jolly- 
boats.  At  present  they  are  devoting  particular  attention 
to  the  construction  of  patent  collapsable  lifeboats,  of 
the  kind  known  as   Henderson's  Patent,  for   steamers. 


This,  as  may  be  supposed,  is  a  very  exacting  class  of 
work,  for  it  must  be  in  accordance  with  the  most  recent 
scientific  principles,  and  the  builders  who  not  only  retain 
the  footing  they  have  gained  in  the  trade  but  improve 
their  position  must  intelligently  adopt  all  the  latest  modi- 
fications and  improvements  suggested  by  experts. 
Messrs.  E.  Hanson  &  Co.  have  consistently  shown 
themselves  to  be  thoroughly  alive  to  all  such  re- 
quirements, and,  consequently,  they  have  gained  a 
wide  reputation  for  the  finest  quality  of  work.  Their 
connection  with  shipowners,  it  goes  without  saying,  is 
an  extensive  one,  and  in  supplement  to  this  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  Messrs.  E.  Hanson  &  Co.  have  a 
practical  monopoly  of  the  work  of  repairing  Scandina- 
vian vessels. 

The  business  carried  on  by  Messrs.  E.  Hanson  & 
Co.  at  the  Queen's  Dock  Repairing  Works,  Lancefield 
Street,  Glasgow,  is  an  old-established  one,  but  Mr. 
Edward  Hanson,  the  present  principal,  only  succeeded 
to  it  five  years  ago.  Under  his  management  it  has 
made  rapid  progress,  and  is  now  an  exceptionally 
flourishing  concern.  Of  course,  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  firm's  employees  are  regularly  engaged  at  the 
Graving  Docks,  but  at  the  Queen's  Dock  Repairing 
Works,  which  are  exceedingly  extensive,  there  are 
various  well-appointed  workshops,  including  smithy, 
boat-builders'  shop,  joiners'  shop,  paint  shop,  and  spar 
sheds  ;  also  a  yard  and  sawmills.  To  control  so  impor- 
tant a  concern,  with  its  aggregation  of  diverse  trades, 
implies  considerable  skill,  enterprise,  and  ability  on  the 
part  of  the  responsible  head,  but  Mr.  Hanson  has 
proved  himself  to  be  a  thorough  man  of  business  well 
able  to  cope  wTith  every  exigence.  The  firm's  telephone 
number  is  3646. 


JOHNSTON  &  HONEYMAN,   Wholesale  Tea  and   General  Merchants, 

43,  Ingram  Street,    Glasgow. 


Closely  connected  with  the  commercial  prosperity  of 
"this  City  by  the  Clyde"  are  those  immense  whole- 
sale establishments  which  form  the  backbone  of  its 
mercantile  interests,  and,  by  their  admirable  system  of 
distribution,  place  within  reach  of  the  humblest  citizen 
the  benefits  once  entirely  monopolised  by  his  wealthier 
neighbour.  In  this  connection  we  would  classify  the 
old  -  established  house  of  Messrs.  Johnston  and 
Honeyman,  wholesale  tea  and  general  merchants,  43, 
Ingram  Street,  as  one  of  the  leading  firms  in  this 
branch  of  commercial  activity  well  worthy  of  prominent 
mention  in  these  reviews.  The  business  was  established 
twenty  years  ago  by  the  above-named  gentlemen,  of 
whom  Mr.  Honeyman  is  now  the  sole  remaining  repre- 
sentative, Mr.  Johnston  having  died  in  1876,  the  concern 
still  being  conducted  under  the  old  style.  The  premises 
occupied  by  the  firm  comprise  the  first  flat  of  a  hand- 
some building  centrally  situated  in  Ingram  Street, 
possessing  spacious  convenience  for  the  business  opera- 
tions of  the  house,  and  containing  well-appointed  offices 
at  the  entrance,  sample  room,  and  extensive  store 
rooms  and  warehouse  in  the  rear.     The  latter   are  fully 


stocked  with  a  comprehensive  assortment  of  teas  of  the 
choicest  growths  and  blends,  coffee,  cocoa,  sugar,  soap, 
oils,  home  and  American  flour,  rice,  sago,  barley,  oat- 
meal, peas,  Indian  corn,  starch,  tinned  goods,  dried 
fruits,  nuts,  oranges,  seeds,  spices,  and  an  immense 
variety  of  grocer's  sundries  and  household  requisites, 
etc.  These  goods  are  supplied  in  wholesale  quantities 
to  the  principal  retailers  in  Scotland,  five  representa- 
tives of  the  firm  being  constantly  engaged  in  taking 
orders  in  the  provincial  towns  and  leading  centres  in 
the  country.  In  addition,  the  services  of  a  numerous 
staff  of  clerks,  warehousemen,  &c,  are  employed 
in  the  business  under  the  direct  personal  control 
of  the  principal,  whose  long  experience  in  the  trade 
ensures  perfection  in  every  detail  of  the  manage- 
ment. The  firm  is  in  telephonic  communication 
(No.  3867)  with  the  Central  Exchange,  and  the  pro- 
prietor is  well  known  in  all  the  principal  produce 
markets,  where  his  sound  and  unerring  judgment  in  all 
matters  connected  with  the  trade  has  gained  for  Mr. 
Honeyman  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  commercial 
confreres  and  every  section  of  business  men  in  the  city. 
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FREDERICK    BRABY    &    Co.    (Limited),    Eclipse    Iron    Works,    Petershill    Road;    and 

47   to   51,    St.    Enoch    Square,    Glasgow. 


Distinctly  prominent  among  the  many  industrial  insti- 
tutions whose  vigorous  and  ever-continuing  development 
have  contributed  so  much  to  the  building  up  of  Glasgow's 
industrial  celebrity  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Frederick  Braby 
&  Company  (Limited),  of  Eclipse  Iron  and  Galvanizing 
Works,  well  deserve  to  be  ranked.      The  busy  industry 
of  this  enterprising  house  has  endowed  it  with  an  inter- 
national   renown     in    the   centres   of    commercial   and 
manufacturing  activity,  and  we  gladly  seize  the  oppor- 
tunity offered  us  of  making  known  the  modus  operandi  of 
this  great  exponent  of  one  of  Glasgow's  most  conspicu- 
ously successful  manufacturing  enterprises.  The  business 
of  Messrs.   Frederick  Braby  &    Co.  dates  back  in  its 
foundation  to  the  year  1839,  in  which  year  Mr.  Frederick 
Braby  commenced  business   in    London   in  connection 
with    the    engineering,  iron   building  construction,  and 
general  contracting.    The  Glasgow  business,  commenced 
originally  at  Garngad  Road,  was  transferred  to  its  present 
location,  Barnhill,  in  the  year  1880.       Here,  under  the 
capable  management  of  Mr.  W.  II.  Luther,  one  of  the 
partners  of  the  concern,  is  carried  on  a  business  whose 
fame  is  universal  and    whose   operations  in  their  own 
particular  department  are  conducted  on  a  scale  of  mag- 
nitude hardly  paralleled,  and  certainly  not  surpassed,  in 
the  voluminous  annals  of  iron  manufacture  on  the  Clyde. 
In  addition  to  the  Eclipse  Iron  and  Galvanizing  Works 
the  firm  also  control  establishments  at  London   (Euston 
Road,  known  as  the  Fitzroy  Works);  Deptford  (the  Ida 
Works) ;  Liverpool  (Hatton  Garden).    The  manufactures 
which  the  firm  have  specialised  in  so  marked  a  manner 
include  every  description  of  galvanized  iron  and    zinc 
roofing,  corrugated  iron  sheets,  and  a   great  variety  of 
goods  in  zinc,  tin,  iron,  and  lead  adapted  to  the  universal 
requirements  of   civilised  society.       The  firm   are  con- 
tractors to  Her  Majesty's  Admiralty,  to  the  Dockyards, 
to  the  Woolwich  Arsenal,  to  the  Liverpool-Mersey  Dock 
Board,  to  the   Surrey   Commercial   Docks,   the  leading 
Railway  Companies  of  the   United  Kingdom,  and  most 
of  the  Indian  and  Colonial  lines  of  railway.    The  Eclipse 
Works   are   most    suitably   situated,    and   it    would   be 
impossible  to  discover  within  the    United    Kingdom   a 
more  thoroughly  equipped  establishment.      The  position 
is  centred  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Scottish  coal  and  iron 
industries,    a    location    which    conduces  greatly    to   a 
diminution    in    the    cost    of  production    by    the    near 
proximity  of  all  necessary  material.     Every  convenience 
also  exists  for  the  ready  transport  and  shipment  of  goods. 
The  River  Clyde  is  within  easy  access,  while  railway 
sidings  put  the   Works  into  direct  communication  with 
all  the  principal  railway  systems  of  the  Kingdom.     The 
offices    comprise     a    remarkably   handsome   and    well- 
appointed  suite,    while   the    Works   present   just    those 
features  of   perfect    equipment   and  attention   to  every 
preliminary  detail  which  denote  the  able  and  effective 
administration  by  which  the  affairs  of  the  concern  are 
characterised.      Entering  the  very  commodious   stores, 
we  find  immense  stocks  of  raw  material,  including  such 


items  as  hoop  and  sheet  iron,  zinc,  and  other   metals. 
The  galvanizing  shop  covers  an  area  of  340  by  160ft. 
Here  the  preliminary  stages  of  manipulation  are  carried 
on.      In  an  adjacent   shop  smaller  goods  are  manufac- 
tured, such  as  buckets,   gutters,   spoutings,  ridges,  etc. 
The  process  of  galvanizing  is  conducted  by  dipping  the 
sheet  iron,   after  pickling,  into  a  bath  of  molten  zinc. 
The  annealing  department  is  another  highly  important 
section  of  the  Eclipse  Works.      Here  the  brittleness  of 
the  sheets  before  galvanizing  is  removed  and  the  iron 
rendered  plastic  as  copper.      Messrs.  Frederick  Braby 
&  Company's   facilities   for   annealing   are   so  perfectly 
developed  that  it  is  estimated  seventy  tons  can  readily 
be  annealed  in  each  furnace  per  week      Another  notable 
department  is  the  corrugating  shop,  in   which  will  be 
found  all  the  most   recent  appliances  for  imparting  the 
necessary   corrugations  to   the    various  sheets  treated. 
Hardly  less  interesting  are  the  machine  shops,  the  black- 
smiths', tinsmiths',  and  bucket  making  shops,  where  a 
large    staff  is   continually   employed.     Steam  power  is 
largely    availed    of     throughout    the   Works,    and    the 
immensity  of  the  annual  output  may  be  gauged  from  the 
fact  that  from  350  to  400  hands  are  regularly  engaged  in 
the  various  departments  of  the  Eclipse  Works.     Among 
the  other  specialities  of  the  firm — all  of  which  may  be 
inspected    at  the    offices    and    warehouse,    St.    Enoch 
Square — may  be  noted  the   "Empress"  steel  bath,   a 
valuable   contribution  to  the  requisites  of  a    household. 
Various  other  kinds  of  baths  are    displayed,  including 
the    "Fitzroy,"   the  "  Economical,"  and    the  "Acme." 
Many  other  features  deserve  to  be  specialised  here  had 
space  permitted  ;    we  must  content  ourselves  with  the 
remark  that,  to  properly  appreciate  the  many  articles  of 
utility  that    Messrs.    F.  Braby  &    Co.    are   constantly 
producing,  a  visit  of  inspection  to  their  extensive  Works 
is  necessary.     Among  the  host  of  articles  for  which  the 
firm  have  such  world-wide  celebrity  may  be  mentioned, 
however,  tubular  iron  barrows,  cattle  troughs,  perforated 
zinc  furnace  pans,  hot  water  cylinders,  verandah  friezes, 
fencing  wire,    wine    bins,     bell   tubing,    sanitary   pans, 
chimney  cans,   and  smoke  curers.     The  firm   obtained 
for  their  manufactures  the  highest  awards  at  Cape  Town, 
1 8}  7  ;  Paris,  1878  ;  gold  medal  at   London,  1884  ;  silver 
medal  at   Calcutta,  1883-4;  g°^  and  silver  medals  at 
Amsterdam,   1883;  a  bronze  medal  at   London,   1885;. 
and  gold  medals  at  Liverpool,  1886,  and  at  Edinburgh 
in    the   same   yeai.     Messrs.   Frederick  Braby  &  Co. 
have  long  enjoyed  a   first-class  reputation  for  all  their 
manufactures,  the  latter  always  being  found  to  be  of  the 
best  material  and   of   the  most    substantially   executed 
workmanship.      The  house  can  be  said  to  have  reached 
the  highest  attainable  point  of  excellence  in  these  manu- 
factures, and  the  great  success  which  has  been  achieved 
bears  ample  testimony  to  the  enterprise  and  honourable 
methods  which,  from  its  earliest  inception  to  the  present 
day,  have  always    been    among    the    most    prominent 
characteristics  of  the  firm. 
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THE  STANDARD  CLOTHING  Co.,  447  and  449,  Paisley  Road  (Car  Terminus),  Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  recent  additions  to  the  ranks  of 
leading  commercial  undertakings  in  this  great  industrial 
centre,  we  have  pleasure  in  directing  the  attention  of 
our  readers  to  the  magnificent  establishment  opened  last 
February  by  the  Standard  Clothing  Company,  and 
which,  from  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  its  opera- 
tions, and  the  enterprise  and  spirit  with  which  it  is 
conducted,  fully  merits  prominent  recognition  in  these 
records  of  mercantile  progress.  The  Company, — 
Dawson  and  McNicoll, — of  Sauchiehall  Street,  the  great 
West-end  clothiers,  selected  as  the  site  of  their  business 
operations  the  commanding  and  central  position  directly 
opposite  the  car  terminus,  and   forming  the  junction  of 


pillars  having  beautifully-framed  mirrors  between,  the 
whole  of  the  work  having  been  executed  regardless  of 
outlay,  and  presenting  a  most  recherche  effect.  The  de- 
partments confined  to  the  first  floor  are  the  bespoke 
tailoring,  hosiery,  and  mercery,  and  here  the  visitor  may 
inspect  one  of  the  largest  stocks  of  Scotch,  English, 
Irish,  Harris,  and  home-spun  tweeds  in  the  Kingdom  ; 
and  an  immense  variety  of  superior  quality  hosiery  and 
mercery.  A  broad  handsome  staircase  introduces  us  to 
the  second  floor,  which  is  stacked  from  floor  to  ceiling 
with  the  largest  and  finest  assortment  of  the  latest  and 
most  stylish  novelties  in  men's,  youths',  and  boys' 
ready-made     clothing,     girls'      sailor      costumes      and 
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Paisley  Road  and  St.  James'  Street,  the  Glasgow  Car 
Terminus,  and  localised  by  its  near  proximity  to  that 
historical  land-mark  the  "  Old  Toll  House."  The 
establishment  comprises  a  splendid  building  with 
immense  plate-glass  frontage  of  lofty  proportions,  the 
windows,  nine  in  number,  forming  a  special  feature  in 
the  architectural  design,  and  are  noteworthy  as  the 
largest  in  Scotland.  In  these,  advantage  is  taken  for 
the  attractive  display  of  the  high-class  stock,  each  of 
the  windows  being  very  effectively  arranged  with  goods 
from  the  various  representative  departments  of  the 
house.  The  interior  is  elegantly  decorated  and  ap- 
pointed, the  walls  being   surrounded  with  panels   and 


reefers,  ever  offered  to  the  British  public.  The  upper 
floor  is  utilised  as  cutting  and  work-rooms — airy  and 
well-ventilated  apartments  in  every  way  adapted  to  the 
various  processes  of  manufacture  under  the  most  perfect 
and  healthful  sanitary  conditions.  The  cutting  depart- 
ment is  conducted  by  first-class  professors  of  the  sar- 
torial art,  whose  experience,  gained  in  the  lead  ng 
London  houses,  ensures  perfection  in  fit,  style,  material, 
and  workmanship  in  every  garment  supplied  by  the 
firm.  The  establishment  is  lighted  throughout  with 
"  Sieman's  "  patent  light,  presenting  a  most  brilliant 
appearance  when  fully  lit,  and  forming  a  strong  attrac- 
tion to  the  thousands  who  throng  this  busy  thoroughfare. 
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During  the  first  period  of  its  establishment  the  business 
has  been  abnormally  successful,  as  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that,  on  the  opening  day,  they  had  to  put  on  the 
gates,  so  great  was  the  rush,  which  will  afford  our 
readers  some  indication  of  the  magnitude  of  the  trade, 
and  which  has  never  before  been  equalled  at  any  similar 
establishment  in  the  Kingdom.  The  business  is  of  a 
brisk,  pushing  character,  the  proprietors  evincing  their 
determination  to  secure  the  support  of  all  classes  of  the 
public  by  their  unequalled  quality  of  goods  and  remark- 
ably reasonable  cash  prices,  a  system  of  trading  so 
obviously  to  the  benefit  of  the  purchaser  that   it  needs 


no  special  recommendation  from  us  to  entitle  it  to  the 
consideration  of  our  readers. 

The  company  employ  the  services  of  a  small  army 
of  courteous  and  attentive  assistants,  work-people,  &c, 
in  the  various  departments,  which  are  ably  conducted 
under  the  management  of  the  establishment  in  Sauchie- 
hall  Street  via  Dawson  and  McNicoll,  the  leading 
and  popular  West-end  tailors  and  outfitters — a 
sufficient  voucher  for  perfection  in  every  detail  of  the 
administration  of  this  great  and  deservedly  prosperous 
and  widely  patronised  commercial  enterprise. 


PAVILION    RESTAURANT,    464,  Paisley  Road,   Glasgow.     Proprietor:  Mr.  Hermann  Schnake. 


One  of  the  most  popular  and,  unquestionably,  one  of  the 
most  attractive  of  the  many  refreshment  resorts  with 
which  Glasgow  teems  is  that  known  as  the  Pavilion  Res- 
taurant at  the  Paisley  Road  Toll — long  established  and 
well  known  for  the  excellence  of  its  catering  and  the 
unstinted  and  thoroughly  liberal  character  of  its  daily 
refections.  As  a  landmark  of  that  busy  vicinity  in 
which  it  is  so  favourably  located,  it  has  long  possessed 
conveniences  and  advantages  of  quite  an  exceptional 
kind,  and  it  is  these  conveniences  which  have  been 
made  available  to  the  wishes  of  its  large  community  of 
supporters  alike  during  the  past  proprietary  and  that  of 
Mr.  Hermann  Schnake,  the  present  esteemed  and  re- 
spected principal  of  the  restaurant,  who — within  his 
brief  occupancy  of  four  years — has  done  much  to  extend 
its  already  well-founded  popularity  and  celebrity  as  a 
first-class  epicurean  resort.  During  those  few  years  he 
has  spared  neither  expense  nor  exertions  to  render  it  a 
place  of  great  and  increasing  attractiveness,  and  to  this 
end  also  he  has  introduced  such  systems  as  have  already 
found  appreciation  among  all  classes  desiring  refresh- 
ment under  comfortable  conditions  and  at  the  rrost 
moderate  prices.  The  Pavilion  is  situated  just  at  the 
point  where  the  Glasgow  and  Govan  car  lines  converge, 
and  it  is  thus  impossible  for  any  one  going  to  or  coming 
from  the  cars  to  fail  to  notice  the  Restaurant  with  its 
many  inviting  characteristics.  To  the  front  are  the  neat 
bar  and  private  room  ;  to  the  left  the  spacious  and 
roof-lit  dining  saloon  ;  and  to  the  rear  the  comfortable 
smoke-room  and  lavatories  fitted  and  appointed  in  a 
manner  worthy  of  imitation  by  those  houses  who  profess 
to  pay  such  regard  to  matters  of  public  convenience. 
Here  persons  of  whatever  rank  may  find  at  all  hours 
of  the  day  an  ample  range  of  choice  in  viands  prepared 
with  scrupulous  care  and  served  in  the  best  style.  The 
constant  variation  of  the  bill  of  fare  is  one  of  its  especial 
and  outstanding  features,  and  the  great  question  of 
"  Where  to  dine  ?  "  is  admirably  solved  by  the  splendid 
arrangements  of  the  Pavilion  Restaurant,  at  which  the 
least  affluent  may  be  sumptuously  treated  on  terms 
available  to  all.  The  great  outstanding  virtue  of  the 
Pavilion  is  that  people  working  or  engaged  at  Kinning 
Park  or  Govan  can  have  a  first-class  dinner  or  tea 
without  going  up  to  Glasgow,  where  there  is  no  better 
and  certainly  no  more  comfortable  restaurant  to  be 
found.  It  may  be  said  to  form  an  intermediate  centre 
between  Glasgow  and  Govan,  being  within  easy  reach 
of  either,  while  gentlemen  from  the  City  or  elsewhere 
visiting  the  district  will  find  it  much  to  their  advantage 


to  pass  an  hour  and  resume  their  business  without 
interruption,  the  going  and  returning  from  the  City 
representing  a  loss  of  several  hours.  Then,  besides,  the 
Pavilion  is  the  only  high-class  restaurant  in  this  dis- 
trict, and  is  regulated  and  guided  on  principles  of 
method  which  for  business  men  cannot  fail  to  appreciate. 
For  its  Wines,  Spirits,  Lager  beer,  and  in  fact  all  Conti- 
nental drinks,  the  Pavilion  bears  a  long-standing  repute, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  common  acknowledgment  among 
its  frequenters  that  the  cellars  are  replete  with  some 
recherche  Liqueurs  of  a  quality  obtainable  only  at  the 
costliest  hotels.  Nothing  can  equal  the  delightful  char- 
acter of  the  joints  and  entrees  daily  submitted  to  the 
public  by  the  proprietor,  many  of  these  being  served  in 
thorough  Continental  fashion.  The  Pavilion  also 
possesses  the  unique  advantage  of  being  under  the  per- 
sonal management  of  one  who  was  for  many  years  chef 
in  several  of  the  best  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  hotels, 
also  in  H.M.S.  "Lord  Ward"  (Commander,  H.R.H. 
Duke  of  Edinburgh).  He  is  assisted  both  in  the  bar  and 
and  restaurant  by  a  staff  ot  smart,  intelligent,  and 
agreeable  girls,  and  their  presence  is  not  by  any  means 
the  least  inviting  feature  of  the  Pavilion  Restaurant. 
As  a  public  restaurateur  and  caterer  of  ability,  Mr. 
Schnake  has  been  entrusted  with  the  carrying  through 
of  many  important  contracts  in  providing  for  dinners 
and  suppers  of  a  public  character,  and  a  notable  example 
of  the  completeness  with  which  this  branch  of  work  is 
invariably  fulfilled  was  presented  in  his  purveying  for 
the  Municipal  supper  given  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  Paisley 
Road,  on  the  evening  of  26th  February  last,  being  the 
annual  convivial  of  the  Fourth  Ward  of  the  Burgh  of 
Govan.  Mr.  William  Hood  was  chairman,  and  among 
those  present  were  two  Provosts  and  many  worthies 
well  known  and  associated  with  commercial  and  muni- 
cipal interests.  All  expressed  themselves  delighted  with 
the  superior  manner  in  which  the  supper  was  laid  and 
served,  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  occasion  was  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  excellence  of  the  catering.  From  what 
has  been  said  above  it  may  be  inferred  that  Mr.  Schnake 
is  as  well  known  in  the  surrounding  Burghs  as  he  is  in  the 
City,  and  in  both  places  he  has  made  many  fast  friends  by 
his  generous  liberality  and  courtesy  manifested  alike  in 
business  or  social  circles.  Although  a  German  by  birth, 
he  became  a  naturalized  subject  of  Her  Majesty,  and 
has  joined  the  1st  Lanark  Volunteers,  a  regiment  in 
which  he  has  gained  rapid  popularity  and  to  which  he 
has  already  become  a  creditable  and  worthy  acquisition. 
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GEORGE     DALRYMPLE    &    Co.,     Home    Brewery,    Parkhead,    Glasgow. 


The  prosperity  which  has  for  so  many  years  fol- 
lowed the  great  brewing  enterprises  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  the  marvellous  enterprise  and  spirit 
which  distinguishes  this  one  of  our  oldest  industries, 
are  fully  reflected  in  the  history  of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
George  Dalrymple  and  Co.,  one  of  the  best  and  most 
reputable  firms  associated  with  the  trade  in  the 
Northern  Industrial  Metropolis.  The  enterprise  was 
inaugurated  in  the  year  i860  in  Whitevale  Street, 
Glasgow,  by  Mr.  George  Dalrymple,  the  present 
well-known  and  influential  proprietor,  and  increased 
with  such  rapidity,  that  greatly  extended  premises  be- 
came a  necessity.  Hence  sprung  the  well-known  Home 
Brewery,  at  Parkhead,  in  the  extreme  East-end  of 
Glasgow,  comprising  several  ranges  of  substantial 
brewery  buildings  and  appurtenant  stores,  workshops, 
and  handsome  modern  offices,  the  whole  covering  a 
space  of  three  acres.  The  plant  of  one  leading  brewery 
is  very  much  the  same  as  that  of  another,  but  it  will  be 
apparent  that  Messrs.  George  Dalrymple  and  Co., 
enjoying  the  advantage  of  their  position  in  the  midst  of 
a  community  which  has  carried  the  progress  of  inven- 
tion and  improvement  to  the  highest  point  in  brewing  as 
in  other  apparatus,  have  had  facilities  for  laying  down 
plant  of  the  utmost  efficiency  which  do  not  fall  to  the 
lot  of  every  firm.  These  facilities,  we  need  not  say, 
have  been  taken  advantage  of  to  the  utmost,  and  the 
plant,  machinery,  and  appliances  of  the  Home  Brewery 
are  worthy  of  notice,  by  those  interested  in  the  matter, 
as  illustrating  the  latest  ideas  in  principle  and  construc- 
tion. Of  the  processes  followed  we  do  not  presume  to 
speak,  having  no  wish  to  pose  as  quasi  scientific  experts 
in  a  matter  necessarily  understood  by  very  few.  One 
arrangement,  however,  presents  noteworthy  features  — 
that  of  the  water-supply.  Instead  of  taking  what  came 
first  to  hand,  the  firm,  as  a  preliminary,  started  boring 
operations,  and  after  carrying  an  artesian  shaft  through 
the  several  intractable  strata  of  the  formation,  struck 
an  abundant  supply  of  water  at  the  depth  of  400  feet. 
Having  been  subjected  to  a  long  process  of  filtration 
under  great  pressure  at  this  depth,  its  absolute  purity 


goes  without  saying,  even  if  its  analysis  did  not  show 
the  absence  of  organic  or  inorganic  contamination.  It 
is  also  extremely  suitable  for  brewing,  and  is,  no  doubt, 
one  of  the  main  factors  in  the  high  repute  enjoyed  by 
the  productions  of  the  Home  Brewery.  Messrs. 
George  Dalrymple  and  Co.  have  several  classes  of 
beer  and  stout.  Their  India  Pale  Ale,  at  60s.  per 
barrel,  has  a  special  reputation,  and,  indeed,  the  same 
may  be  said  of  their  other  productions.  These  include 
a  XXX  stout  at  50s.  per  barrel  and  a  XX  at  45s.  ; 
Scotch  porter  at  20s.  per  barrel  net  ;  table  beer,  etc.,  in 
the  brewing  of  which  only  the  finest  malt  and  hops  are 
employed.  The  trade  connection,  we  need  hardly  say, 
is  of  the  widest  and  most  representative  description. 

The  firm,  in  conjunction  with  their  brewing  busi- 
ness, carry  on  a  large  wine  and  spirit  trade.  They  are 
large  importers  of  the  finest  Continental  wines  and 
brandies,  of  which  they  hold  at  all  times  a  large  and 
superb  stock,  including  choice  and  rare  ports,  sherries, 
clarets,  Burgundies,  and  champagnes.  Their  blend  of 
fine  Scotch  whiskies  is  a  great  favourite  both  with  the 
trade  and  the  public,  and  is,  in  itself,  quite  a  feature  of 
their  business.  No  effort  has  been  wanting  to  maintain 
and,  if  possible,  to  increase  the  repute  of  the  various 
goods  of  the  firm.  Their  trade  relations  are  mainly 
with  Scotch  houses  :  several  able  travellers  attending  to 
the  wants  of  customers  all  over  the  country.  The  es- 
tablished repute  of  their  several  classes  of  goods,  and 
the  characteristic  enterprise  with  which  the  whole  busi- 
ness is  conducted,  give  Messrs.  George  Dalrymple 
and  Co.  a  commanding  position  in  the  trade,  and  impart 
a  pleasing  activity  to  the  work  of  the  several  depart- 
ments. The  proprietor,  from  his  long  experience  and 
special  qualifications,  is  particularly  well  qualified  to 
control  and  direct  the  operations  of  the  firm.  He  is 
well  known  and  highly  esteemed  both  in  mercantile  and 
private  circles,  is  an  ex-magistrate  for  Kinning  Park, 
and  President  of  the  Scottish  Wine,  Spirit,  and  Beer 
Trade  Association  ; — in  a  word,  one  of  the  leading  repre- 
sentatives of  the  trade  in  North  Britain. 


WILLIAM  M.  LEITCH,  Minerva 
74  to  80,  London 
These  very  highly  reputed  printing  works,  aptly 
named  the  •i  Minerva,"  form  an  important  and  repre- 
sentative centre  of  manufacturing  activity.  The  business 
dates  back  to  the  year  1849,  having  been  founded  at 
that  date  by  the  present  proprietor's  predecessor. 
Twenty-six  years  ago  it  was  removed  to  the  com- 
modious premises  now  occupied.  The  office  and 
warehousing  department  are  in  a  separate  building 
to  the  front.  Here  also  are  large  stores  of  paper  for 
printing  purposes,  including  all  qualities  both  for  fine 
and  ordinary  work.  To  the  rear  is  the  printing-house, 
connected  by  a  gangway  with  the  front  office.  The 
mechanical  equipment  and  appliances  in  this  depart- 
ment are  of  the  most  effective  modern  design,  and 
complete  in  every  detail.  The  printing  machines  are 
driven  by  a  powerful  gas  engine,  about  twenty  hands 
finding  employment  in  this  section.  The  firm  enjoys  a 
wide   and  increasing  connection  in   Glasgow   and    the 


Printing    and    Lithographic    Works, 

Street,  Glasgow. 
West  of  Scotland,  and  occasionally  does  work  for 
patrons  in  England.  The  range  of  operations  includes 
all  kinds  of  book  and  job  printing  and  lithographic  work, 
both  for  commercial  and  private  purposes.  The  turn- 
out of  abstract  forms,  account  and  invoice  tops,  business 
and  visiting  cards,  letter  and  note  headings,  circulars, 
pamphlets,  testimonials,  schedules,  law  forms,  advertis- 
ing bills,  handbills,  coloured  posters,  programmes, 
tickets,  and  the  like,  is  excellent,  judging  from  the 
samples  to  be  seen  ;  and  the  work  is  neatly  and  taste- 
fully done.  To  meet  the  wants  of  this  department 
special  founts  of  type  and  printing  blocks  are  maintained 
in  endless  variety.  Mr.  Leitch  personally  superintends 
the  business,  in  which  he  has  a  rare  practical  experience, 
and  is  most  vigorous  and  energetic  in  attending  to  its 
interests.  He  is  favourably  known  to  his  clients  for  his 
reasonable  charges,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  a  wide 
circle  of  old  and  attached  friends. 
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MESSRS.  J.   H.  YOUNG  &  Co.,  Muslin   Manufacturers,  92,  Union  Street,  Glasgow. 


The  original  home  of  muslin  weaving  is  the  East  Indies, 
where  even  to  this  day  wonderful  fabrics  of  airy  lightness 
and  delicacy  continue  to  be  woven  with  the  aid  of  the 
most  primitive  appliances.  The  most  delicate  muslins 
are  made  at  Dacca,  and  webs  have  been  woven  of  yarn 
estimated  to  be  equal  to  what  is  technically  termed  3800 
(that  is,  380  hanks  each  840  yards  long,  weighing  one 
pound).  The  making  of  muslin  in  Europe  was  first 
attempted  at  Glasgow  in  1780.  Indian  bird's-nest  yarn 
had,  however,  to  be  procured  for  the  web.  The 
improvements  in  machinery,  effected  about  that  time, 
however,  soon  enabled  spinners  to  produce  fine  yarns  ; 
and  thereafter  the  muslin  trade  took  firm  hold  in  the 
West  of  Scotland.  The  perfection  of  combing  machinery 
in  recent  times  has  also  been  the  means  of  enabling  our 
spinners  to  supply  yarn  much  finer  than  any  that  has 
ever  been  spun  in  India.  The  muslin  trade  now  forms 
an  important  industry  in  Scotland,  and  of  the  many 
firms  engaged  in  this  industry  none  are  more  worthy 
of  notice  than  Messrs.  J.  H.  Young  and  Co.,  of  92, 
Union  Street,  Glasgow.  This  business  was  established 
over  seventy  years  ago  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Young,  who  died 
some  eighteen  years  ago.  The  firm,  however,  is 
still  carried  on  under  the  same  style  and  title  by  his 
two  sons,  Messrs.  James  and  John  E.  Young,  the 
present  sole  proprietors.  This  house  owns  a  large  mill 
at  Bridgeton,  in  the  east  end  of  Glasgow,  and  employs 
between  three  hundred  and  four  hundred  girls  regularly, 
this  number  being  greatly  exceeded  at  certain  seasons. 
During  the  occupation  of  Messrs.  Young,  the  mill  has 
been  burned  down  on  two  occasions,  and,  although  it 
has  not  been  wholly  rebuilt,  is  still  an  immense  place. 


Being  in  Mill  Street,  Greenhead,  Bridgetown,  the  mill 
is  admirably  situated,  and  is  surrounded  on  all  sides  by 
mills  innumerable.  The  position  occupied  affords 
special  facilities  for  the  transit  of  goods,  being  almost 
on  the  banks  of  the  Clyde  and  near  to  that  famous 
public  park,  Glasgow  Green.  This  firm  is  now  the 
oldest  engaged  in  the  plain  and  fancy  muslin  industry 
in  Glasgow,  and  the  personal  superintendence,  enter- 
prise, and  vigorous  policy  adopted  in  the  management 
has  been  the  means  of  building  up  a  sound  and  valuable 
connection.  The  firm  (whose  business  transactions  are 
all  wholesale),  in  addition  to  having  an  immense  local 
trade,  has  a  very  substantial  circle  of  customers  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  exports  large  quantities  to  the 
Continent  and  various  parts  of  the  world.  The  premises 
of  Messrs.  J.  H.  Young  and  Co.,  in  Union  Street,  are 
commodious  and  excellently  appointed.  Even  in  this 
one  of  the  most  important  and  central  streets  in  the 
city  no  house  excels  that  of  the  firm  under  notice  for 
cleanliness,  order,  and  efficient  and  systematic  manage- 
ment. The  building  contains  a  large  warehouse, 
showrooms,  counting  house,  and  other  offices,  and  is 
divided  to  suit  the  special  requirements  for  stock-keeping 
and  facilitating  the  quick  despatch  of  orders  received. 
A  large  staff  of  gentlemen,  specially  conversant  and 
experienced  in  the  muslin  industry,  is  engaged  at  the 
Union  Street  establishment.  The  firm  is  well  known 
among  buyers  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  Messrs. 
James  and  John  E.  Young  are  both  highly  esteemed 
and  respected  alike  for  their  straightforward  and  upright 
policy  in  business  matters  and  their  personal  good 
qualities  in  private  life. 


THE  GATESIDE  PRINTING  CO.,  Silk,  Wool,  and  Calico  Printers,  Barrhead,  near  Glasgow. 


For  many  generations  past  the  manufacture  of  textile 
fabrics  and  the  industries  auxiliary  to  that  trade  have 
formed  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  staple  produc- 
tions of  this  great  commercial  centre,  and  have  con- 
tributed in  no  small  measure  to  the  substantial  mercantile 
prosperity  of  the  district.  Among  the  leading  houses 
engaged  in  this  branch  of  activity,  special  distinction 
must  be  assigned  to  the  Gateside  Printing  Company, 
silk,  wool,  and  calico  printers,  whose  extensive  works  at 
Barrhead  supply  the  subject  of  this  brief  descriptive 
sketch.  The  business  was  originally  established  half-a- 
century  ago  by  Messrs.  Glen  and  Macindoe,  who  were 
then  engaged  in  the  block  printing  trade,  and  who  con- 
tinued this  branch  solely  until  about  1865,  at  which  date 
the  firm  was  reconstructed  under  the  style  of  Messrs. 
Glen,  Macindoe,  and  Hall.  About  this  time,  machinery 
was  introduced  for  printing  by  steam  power,  and  the 
firm  enlarged  the  scope  of  their  operations  by  including 
Delaines  and  fine  dress  flannels  to  the  other  productions 
of  the  works.  Subsequently  Mr.  Hall  retired  from  the 
firm,  and  the  title  was  altered  to  Messrs.  Glen,  Macindoe, 
and  Pollard,  which  was  altered  to  The  Gateside 
Printing  Company,  the  present  style  of  the  firm,  in 
1880.  In  1851  the  firm  were  awarded  the  prize  medal 
at  the  great  Exhibition  in  Hyde  Park  for  the  superior 
excellence    and   economy   of  their    process   of  printing 


shawls,  in  which,  at  that  time,  they  possessed  the 
reputation  of  being  the  leading  house  in  Scotland  in 
that  now  obsolete  branch  of  industry.  The  ever  varying 
fluctuations  of  fashion  having  decreed  the  extinction  of 
the  shawl,  the  firm  turned  their  attention  to  another 
field  of  enterprise,  and  decided  to  embark  in  the  calico 
printing,  and,  commencing  with  handkerchiefs,  rapidly 
acquired  the  high  reputation  they  still  retain  for  the 
superior  quality  of  design  and  workmanship  which 
distinguish  their  productions  in  this  department.  The 
premises  are  of  spacious  dimensions,  and  are  fully 
equipped  with  plant  and  appliances  of  improved 
modern  construction,  including  six  printing  machines 
and  twenty-six  engines  of  sufficient  capacity  for  the 
production  of  the  immense  quantity  of  goods  required  to 
keep  pace  with  the  steady  demand.  The  works,  in- 
cluding the  dam,  cover  a  total  area  of  ten  acres  in  extent 
and  are  supplied  with  a  constant  and  unfailing  stream 
of  the  purest  water,  a  vital  necessity  in  the  processes  of 
the  trade,  derived  from  "  Glen  Killoch's  sunny  braes,"  the 
lovely  spot  so  often  celebrated  in  the  songs  of  Tannahill. 
A  large  number  of  hands  is  employed  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  works  under  the  capable  direction  of 
the  principals,  whose  long  and  practical  experience  in 
every  detail  of  the  trade  ensures  perfection  of  design  and 
finish  in  every  article  produced  at  the  works. 
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F.    THOMPSON,    Homoeopathic    Chemist,    17,    Gordon    Street,    Glasgow;    and    97, 

Princes    Street,    Edinburgh. 


Amongst  the  many  attractive  establishments  for 
which  this  great  "  City  by  the  Clyde  "  is  famed,  we 
have  pleasure  in  selecting  for  special  distinction  the 
well-known  and  highly  popular  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy 
conducted  by  Mr.  M.  F.  Thompson  at  17,  Gordon 
Street,  which  was  established  by  this  gentleman  fifteen 
years  ago,  and  has  since  the  date  of  foundation  steadily 
grown  in  public  favour.  The  premises  occupied  by 
Mr.  Thompson  comprise  handsome  and  commodious 
shop    with   large    plate-glass    window,    very    effectively 


medicines  and  preparations  of  acknowledged  superiority, 
which  are  supplied  by  Mr.  Thompson  of  guaranteed 
strength  and  purity,  every  care  being  exercised  both  in 
the  selection  of  the  raw  material  and  in  conducting  the 
pharmaceutical  process.  The  leading  speciality  with 
which  Mr.  Thompson's  name  will  be  for  all  time  asso- 
ciated is  his  famous  "  Prize  Medal  Kola,"  this  gentle- 
man having  gained  for  this  preparation  the  highest 
award  and  only  prize  medal  at  the  Edinburgh  Exhi- 
bition,  1890.     And  he  has  just    had    to   start    a   large 
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utilised  for  the  attractive  display  of  a  choice  assortment 
of  perfumery  and  other  elegant  specialities.  The  interior 
is  of  extensive  proportions  and  appointed  throughout  in 
recherche  style,  the  fittings  being  thoroughly  in  keeping 
with  the  high-class  character  of  the  establishment.  In 
the  rear  are  the  warehouse,  office,  and  dispensing 
department,  providing  ample  facilities  for  the  operations 
of  the  business.  The  establishment  is  fully  stocked 
with  a  varied  and  comprehensive  assortment  of  beautiful 
toilet  requisites  and  perfumery,  in  which  we  must  make 
special  mention  of  the  "  Flowers  of  Scotland  Bouquet," 
which  is  tastefully  put  up  in  Tartan  cases,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  delightful  and  refreshing  perfumes  yet 
introduced  to  the  public.  The  pharmaceutical  depart- 
ment is  replete  with  every  description  of  homoeopathic 


factory  called  the  Lakola  Works  on  the.  south  side  of 
Glasgow,  the  public  having  taken  to  it  so  well. 
The  Kola  Nut  is  procured  from  the  West  Coast 
of  Africa,  and  has  long  been  used  by  the  natives 
to  ward  off  fatigue  and  sustain  them  when  on  long 
journeys.  It  has  recently  been  subjected  to  the  most 
severe  tests  by  several  eminent  French  and  German 
savants  with  such  satisfactory  results,  that  the  Ger- 
man Government  have  decided  to  use  it  in  the 
food  of  their  army,  and  have  ordered  from  the  pro- 
prietor a  quantity  of  thirty  tons  for  this  purpose. 
This  preparation  is  five  times  more  strengthening  and 
nourishing  than  cocoa,  without  its  detrimental  effect  in 
the  digestion,  and  is  invaluable  in  nervous  and  sick 
headaches,  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs,  &c.  It  is 
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prepared  in  various  forms  for  consumption,  and  under  the 
denominations  of  "Lakola  Paste,"  "  Lakola  Chocolate," 
"  Lakola  Essence,"  and  "  Lakola  Eucalyptus  Jujubes,"  as 
used  by  Madame  Patti  and  other  eminent  vocalists,  has 
attained  an  unprecedented  popularity  with  the  public. 
On  account  of  the  numerous  worthless  imitations,  Mr. 
Thompson  has  had  to  register  Lakola  as  a  distinctive 
name.  Mr.  Thompson  has  established  an  extensive  and 
influential  clientele,  including  the  elite  of  the  citizens  of 
Glasgow,  and  at  his  branch  establishment  at  97,  Princes 
Street,  Edinburgh,  also  enjoys  a  wide  measure  of  sub- 
stantial support.  In  conclusion,  we  may  add  that  Mr. 
Thompson  is  widely  known   in  his  profession,  in  every 


branch  of  which  he  is  facile  princeps,  and  has  contributed, 
in  the  form  of  a  cleverly  compiled  brochuve,  "  The  Con- 
cise Guide  to  Health,"  to  the  contemporary  literature 
of  the  science  of  homoeopathy.  This  handy  little  volume 
contains  a  mass  of  useful  information  conveniently 
arranged  for  reference  in  the  most  concise  form,  with 
plain  directions  for  the  homcepathic  treatment  of 
common  complaints,  and  a  list  of  common  remedies, 
the  indications  for  their  use,  with  suitable  doses,  &c. 
This  admirable  little  work  has  already  reached  its 
ninth  edition,  and  should  find  a  place  on  the  book- 
shelf of  every  household. 


BUCHAN    AND    PETRIE,    Fairfield    Drapery    Mansion    House,    2,    4,   6,    10,    Helen 

Street,    Govan,    Glasgow. 


The  constant  expansion  and  development  of  trade 
and  commerce  on  the  borders  of  the  Mercantile  Metro- 
polis have  brought  into  deserved  prominence  many 
notable  instances  of  rapid  and  successful  business  enter- 
prise, among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  immense 
business  concern  of  Messrs.  Buchan  &  Petrie,  who, 
within  a  period  of  ten  years,  have  developed  what  is 
now  undoubtedly  the  largest  house  of  the  kind  in  this 
City's  suburban  trade.  The  Fairfield  House,  so  designed 
after  the  famous  shipbuilding  yard  which  it  closely 
adjoins,  occupies  the  most  prominent  location  in  Govan, 
•whether  from  a  structural  or  commercial  point  of  view, 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  adapted,  arranged, 
and  planned  to  suit  the  purposes  of  a  large  and  com- 
prehensive drapery  trade  reflects  the  highest  credit  on 
the  foresight  of  Messrs.  Robert  Buchan  and  William 
Thomson  Petrie,  the  esteemed  partners  of  the  firm. 
Situated  at  the  corner  of  Helen  Street  and  Morrison 
Street,  and  directly  facing  the  Govan  Cross  and  Govan 
Road,  the  Fairfield  House  stands  as  one  of  the  great 
familiar  features  of  this  vicinity  ;  and  its  large  window 
frontage  facing  Helen  Street,  Morrison  Street,  and 
Govan  Road  at  once  presents  to  the  public  a  clear  and 
attractively  arranged  index  to  the  many  features  and 
trading  departments  which  the  firm  specialise  and 
exemplify.  The  warehouse  comprises  three  flats :  the 
first  in  the  basement,  the  second  on  the  street  level,  and 
the  third  above.  The  principal  sale  department  is  on 
the  street  level,  and  here  the  magnitude  and  variety 
shown  in  all  the  details  of  general  and  fancy  drapery 
attest  how  fully  and  exhaustively  the  firm  enter  upon 
the  whole  phases  of  the  trade  with  the  view  of  satisfying 
every  possible  requirement  of  the  widespread  family 
connections  by  whom  the  Fairfield  House  is  patronised. 
Visitors  will  find  much  to  admire  in  the  distinct  system 
of  departmental  supervision  observed,  each  section  being 
in  charge  of  a  capable  and  experienced  assistant.  The 
basement  is  reserved  for  a  large  stock  of  cottons,  linens, 
blankets,  flannels,  sheeting,  and  all  kinds  of  heavy  or 
furnishing  draperies,  and,  like  the  floor  above,  it  is 
spacious,  commodious,  and  well  arranged.  By  a  hand- 
some new  stairway  access  is  gained  to  the  large  upper 
flat,  the  range  of  windows  all  round  which  convey 
effective  light,  and  here  are  illustrated  the  various 
specialties  in  mantles,  millinery,  ready-mades  for  men 
and  boys,  carpets,  waxcloths,  and  bedding.     While  it  is 


impossible  to  devote  adequate  attention  to  each  of  these 
departments  within  the  space  at  our  disposal,  it  may  be 
said  that  each  division  of  the  stock  is  representative  in 
its  particular  line,  and  that  the  goods  shewn  embrace 
the  products  of  the  best  centres  of  supply  purchased  in 
the  most  advantageous  markets,  and  listed  at  prices 
fully  in  accordance  with  every  requirement  of  a  pushing 
and  competitive  age.  The  workrooms  are  apart,  though 
possessing  every  convenience  and  facility  to  secure  alike 
due  promptitude  in  all  orders  and  the  sound  excellence 
and  finish  for  which  the  productions  of  the  Fairfield 
House  are  more  than  locally  famed.  Besides  carrying 
through  the  operations  of  general  drapers,  milliners, 
mantle  makers,  clothiers,  fancy  goods  and  small  wares 
merchants,  hosiers,  glovers,  and  gents'  mercers,  Messrs. 
Buchan  &  Petrie  have  set  aside  a  special  branch  of 
their  premises,  further  up  Helen  Street,  as  a  first-class 
hat  emporium  for  the  supply  of  all  the  latest  novelties 
in  men's  and  boys'  hats  and  the  other  details  of  minor 
outfit.  In  bespoke  tailoring  they  employ  a  large  staff  of 
well-selected  workmen  trained  in  every  specialistic 
phase  of  the  sartorial  art,  producing  excellent,  well- 
made,  and  fashionable  garments  at  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  prices  charged  by  many  City  houses. 
Being  a  practical  tailor  and  cutter,  long  experienced  in 
the  mutations  of  taste  and  season,  Mr.  Buchan  himself 
undertakes  the  work  of  designing,  with  results  that  have 
placed  this  house  first  in  the  tailoring  trade  of  Govan. 
On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Petrie  bestows  entire  personal 
attention  to  buying  and  the  general  conduct  of  the 
business,  and  the  management  of  a  staff  of  about  40 
hands.  Both  gentlemen  are  well  known,  not  only  in 
Govan,  but  all  over  the  south  side  and  in  the  City, 
where  their  sociable,  genial,  and  agreeable  dispositions 
have  earned  universal  esteem.  As  a  firm  ever  zealous 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  middle  and  working 
classes,  for  whom  they  more  especially  cater,  their 
ostensible  aim  is  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  a  large  and 
appreciative  community  in  a  manner  profitable  alike  to 
themselves  and  their  constituents.  Their  annual  clearing 
sales  are  anticipated  with  eagerness  by  the  people  of 
Govan,  and  in  the  systems  and  methods  adopted  by  the 
firm  to  render  the  Fairfield  House  a  popular  and  satis- 
factory medium  of  domestic  supply,  the  ability  and  com- 
mercial talents  of  the  principals  are  well  signalised. 
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MESSRS.    BLACKLOCK   &   MACARTHUR,    Manufacturers   of  White    Lead,    White   Zinc, 

Paints,    Colours    and    Varnishes ;    Oil    Merchants    and    Refiners,    West    Street 

and    Dale    Street,    Tradeston,    Glasgow. 


Considering  that  the  firm  of  Blacklock  and 
Macarthur  was  only  established  about  fourteen  years 
ago,  the  importance  which  the  Clydesdale  Paint,  Oil, 
and  Colour  Works  owned  by  them  have,  during  that 
period,  attained  is  most  gratifying.  This  success  is 
due  to  reliance  on  sound  business  principles,  to  the 
manufacture  of  the  best  possible  qualities  of  products, 
and  the  prompt  execution  of  orders.  The  firm,  however, 
have  displayed  no  little  enterprise,  for  not  only  have 
they  successfully  competed  at  the  local  Glasgow  Exhi- 
bition, but  they  have  been  awarded  the  highest  medals 
for  specimens  of  their  manufactures  sent  to  the  colonial 
exhibitions  of  Melbourne  and  Adelaide.  Upon  all 
grounds,  therefore,  the  firm  may  be  congratulated  on 
the  high  standing  they  have  secured  in  the  trade  and 
the  reputation  their  products  have  gained.  Their 
manufactures  are  exceedingly  comprehensive,  their  oil 
colours  including  various  kinds  of  whites,  blues,  reds 
and  browns,  blacks,  greens,  yellows,  and  liquid  paints 
ready  mixed  ;  anti-fouling  compositions,  anti-corrosion 
paint  in  all  colours,  colours  in  turpentine  and  water, 
tinted  paints  and  dryers.  Of  dry  colours  they  make 
blacks,  blues,  browns,  greens,  lakes,  ochres,  pinks,  reds, 
whites,  and  yellows.  Oils,  turpentines,  varnishes,  etc., 
they  trade  in  also,  while  under  the  head  of  sundries  is  a 
formidable  list  of  chemicals,  of  requisites  for  painters, 
gilders,  builders,  engineers,  cabinet  makers,  and  other 
tradesmen.  These  need  not  be  considered  in  detail,  but 
there  is  one  speciality  of  particular  interest  to  importers, 
invented  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Macarthur  and  manufactured  by 
the  firm,  which  merits  mention  by  reason  of  its  ingenuity, 
simplicity,  and  utility.  This  is  what  is  called  the 
Patent  Pot  and  Keg  combined.     This  contrivance  effects 


a  great  economy  of  space  in  packing,  and  in  practical 
use  the  combination  it  embodies  is  manifestly  of  great 
advantage.  Even  when  it  has  served  its  purpose  as  a 
paint  pot  it  may,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  be  turned  to 
account ;  so  that  while,  on  the  one  hand,  the  return  of 
empties  is  obviated  by  the  use  of  a  keg  which  is  also  a 
paint  pot,  the  keg  may  be  turned  to  profitable  account 
by  the  consignee. 

The  Clydesdale  Paint,  Oil,  and  Colour  Works  are 
situated  in  Dale  Street,  and  the  offices  and  warehouses 
adjoining  in  West  Street,  Tradeston.  Ihey  comprise 
extensive  and  compact  buildings  and  cover  a  consider- 
able area.  These  buildings  have,  during  recent  years, 
owing  to  the  firm's  greatly  increased  trade,  been 
re-constructed  and  fitted  up  with  improved  machinery 
of  the  most  modern  type  worked  by  steam  power.  The 
works  contain  grinding  rooms,  colour  floors,  tank  rooms 
containing  oil  tanks,  cask  stores,  etc.  The  offices  are  at 
the  entrance  to  the  works,  and  they  comprise  counting 
house,  private  offices,  reception  rooms,  and  sample  rooms. 
All  of  these  are  well  appointed.  As  a  rule,  though  the 
output  of  an  oil  and  colour  works  may  be  very  consider- 
able, the  number  of  hands — having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  most  of  the  work  is  done  by  mechanical  means — is 
small ;  but  the  firm  under  notice  have  in  their  employ 
about  sixty  hands.  The  firm  comprise  the  founders, 
Messrs.  Blacklock  and  Macarthur  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Reid, 
all  of  whom  are  well  known.  Their  trade  connections 
are  extensive  at  home  and  abroad,  and  they  have 
agencies  in  London,  Liverpool,  and  a  branch  depot  in 
Cardiff.  They  also  enjoy  the  honour  of  being  Govern- 
ment contractors. 


WILLIAM    THOMSON    &    Co.,    Seed,    Grain,    and    Hay    Merchants, 
410,    Parliamentary    Road,    Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  leading  houses  engaged  in  this  important 
branch  of  commercial  activity  special  distinction  must 
be  assigned  to  the  old-established  firm  of  Messrs. 
William  Thomson  &  Co.,  Seed,  Grain,  and  Hay 
Merchants,  who,  from  the  magnitude  of  their  opera- 
tions, are  fully  entitled  to  prominent  recognition  in  these 
columns.  The  business  was  originally  established 
twenty  years  ago  by  Messrs.  Thomson  and  Cameron, 
and  on  the  retirement  of  the  latter  gentleman,  Mr.  Jno. 
Anderson,  jun.,  joined  Mr.  William  Thomson — the  latter 
being  the  managing  partner — under  the  title  indicated 
at  the  head  of  this  notice.  The  premises  occupied  by 
the  firm  are  situated  at  410,  Parliamentary  Road,  and 
comprise  immense  building  of  four  flats,  having  a  front- 
age of  ninety  feet  to  the  road,  and  extending  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  feet  to  the  rear.  On  the  first  floor 
are  the  offices  and  general  store,  with  bruising  and  cut- 
ting machines  driven  by  steam  power,  and  from  here  is 
worked  the  hoist  for  conveying  goods  to  the  upper  flats, 
which  are  utilised  as  grain  stores  and  provided  with 
fanning  machinery  for  cleaning  purposes.  The  stores 
are  heavily   stocked  with   every  description   of  agricul- 


tural seeds,  grain,  hay,  straw,  and  feeding  stuffs, 
manures  of  ever}'  description,  and  every  requisite  of  this 
character.  In  the  rear  are  engine  and  boiler-house, 
stabling  for  five  horses,  and  sheds  for  the  lorries  and 
vans  required  for  delivering  goods — the  whole  forming 
one  of  the  most  conveniently  arranged  establishments  in 
the  trade.  The  firm  being  owners  of  the  property  have 
been  enabled  to  lay  it  out  to  advantage  for  the  opera- 
tions of  the  business.  The  trade  connection  is  of  a 
widespread  character,  embracing  the  principal  contrac- 
tors, cattle  breeders  and  dealers,  agriculturists,  iron  and 
coal  masters,  shippers,  &c,  in  the  West  of  Scotland,  and 
the  firm  also  supply  the  leading  private  gentry  in  the 
locality,  cab  and  omnibus  proprietors,  &c.  The  services 
of  a  large  number  of  clerks,  workpeople,  &c,  are  em- 
ployed in  the  business,  under  the  personal  direction  of 
the  principals,  whose  extended  connection  with  the 
trade  and  thoroughly  practical  judgment  are  sufficient 
guarantee  for  perfection  in  every  detail  of  the  manage- 
ment of  this  deservedly  successful  commercial  under- 
taking. 
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THE    ALBION    ALBUMENIZING    CO.,    96,    Bath    Street,    Glasgow. 


Practitioners  of  the  "  dark  art,"  who,  in  these  days, 
are  not  alchemists  but  photographers,  are  under  great 
obligations  to  the  Albion  Albumenizing  Company, 
Glasgow,  for  the  improvements  wrought  by  that  Com- 
pany in  the  manufacture  of  photographic  requisites,  and 
the  fact  that  the  Company  supply  everything  incidental 
to  photography.  The  Company  referred  to  was  estab- 
lished in  1864.  Photography  then  was  in  its  infancy,  for, 
though  the  art  of  securing  sun  pictures  had  been 
discovered,  the  methods  in  vogue  then  were  exceedingly 
crude,  and  the  results  obtained,  judged  by  existing 
standards,  defective.  Photographers,  of  course,  were 
sorely  handicapped  at  first  by  lack  of  knowledge  con- 
cerning the  best  processes  ;  secondly  by  their  lack  of  the 
best  apparatus  and  best  chemical  aids.  The  business 
of  photographic  supply  was,  however ,  re  volutionised  when 
the  Albion  Albumenizing  Company  entered  the  field, 
and,  during  the  twenty-seven  years  of  the  Company's 
existence,  it  has  kept  pace  with  every  new  discovery, 
thus  enabling  its  clients  to  procure  every  requisite 
whereby  the  most  recent  developments  may  be  adopted, 
and  the  enterprising  photographer  finds  himself  up  to 
date.  To  professional  photographers  this  is  a  matter 
of  vital  importance,  considering  the  pressure  of  competi- 
tion and  the  exacting  requirements  of  the  public  now- 
a-days.  But  there  has  come  into  existence  during 
recent  years  a  great  army  of  amateur  photographers,  and 
they,  also,  are  desirous  not  to  be  eclipsed  by  rivals  ; 
they  do  not  care  to  adhere  to  methods  which  have  been 
superseded  by  better  ones.  The  advantage  of  obtaining 
everything  incidental  to  photography  from  one  firm 
instead  of  getting  one  article  here  and  another  there 
must  be  obvious,  and  the  numerous  customers  of  the 
Albion  Albumenizing  Company  appreciate  the  facilities 
placed  at  their  disposal  by  it.  The  Company  under 
consideration  is  practically  that  of  F.  W.  Verel  &  Co., 
and  the  manager  is  Mr.  W.  A.  Verel,  junior,  a  gentle- 
man thoroughly  conversant  with  the  business  and  an 
able  administrator.  The  premises  in  Bath  Street, 
Glasgow,   consist   of  warehouse  and  showroom,  a   dark 


room  for  the  use  of  amateur  photographers,  offices,  and 
workshop.  The  manufacturing  part  of  the  business  is 
not  situated  here  but  at  Cathcart,  near  Glasgow,  where 
there  are  extensive  works  covering  a  large  area  of 
ground  and  employing  numerous  hands,  manufacturing 
their  well-known  "Dry  Plates"  and  "Ready  Sensitized 
Paper."  It  would  be  impossible,  within  reasonable 
limits,  to  describe  or  even  to  mention  the  numerous 
useful  and  ingenious  contrivances  made  and  supplied 
by  the  Company  under  notice,  considering  that  the 
illustrated  catalogue  it  issues,  extends  to  seventy- 
six  pages,  including  an  index  which  itself  occupies 
two  pages.  Briefly  speaking,  however,  it  may  be 
stated  that  they  deal  in  all  kinds  of  photographic 
apparatus,  materials,  and  chemicals.  A  speciality 
is  made  of  the  Albkn  Long  Focus  Camera,  with 
reversing  back,  for  horizontal  and  vertical  negatives, 
fitted  with  new  double  swing  back  arrangement  which 
adds  nothing  to  the  weight  and  is  easily  adjusted.  This 
camera  is  likewise  fitted  with  rack  and  pinion  focus, 
best  leather  bellows,  rising  front,  and  is  very  light  and 
compact.  Photographers,  whether  professional  or 
amateur,  will  understand  the  value  and  practical 
utility  of  such  an  invention.  A  speciality  is  also  made 
of  the  Albion  Combination  Long  and  Short  Focus 
Camera,  which  will  work  with  a  three-inch  focus  lens, 
the  body  of  the  camera,  following  up  the  front,  thus 
removing  the  drawback  common  to  long  focus  cameras 
when  using  short  focus  lenses,  the  tail  board  cutting  oft 
part  of  the  picture.  Both  the  appliances  described  are 
characterised  by  the  best  quality,  workmanship,  and 
finish,  and  as  their  merits  become  known,  the  demand 
for  them  persistently  increases.  The  firm's  connection, 
as  may  be  inferred  from  the  character  of  the  trade  and 
the  completeness  of  their  stock,  is  a  very  important  one. 
It  extends  all  over  the  United  Kingdom,  and  by  a  no 
inconsiderable  number  orders  are  executed  for  customers 
abroad.  The  telegraphic  address  of  the  Glasgow  estab- 
lishment is  "  Albumen,  Glasgow,"  and  of  the  works  at 
Cathcart,  "  Matchless,  Cathcart." 


PATTULLO  BROTHERS,  Oil  Merchants  and  Refiners,  177,  Crownpoint  Road,  Glasgow. 


The  large  oil  refining  works  of  the  above  firm  are 
situated  at  the  junction  of  Crownpoint  Road  and 
Rochester  Street,  and  form  one  of  the  most  important 
centres  of  the  industry  in  Glasgow.  The  firm  have 
carried  on  the  business  since  1877 — at  nrst  m  Washing- 
ton Street  and  latterly  at  the  present  situation.  The 
concern  is  of  very  considerable  extent,  with  a  total 
frontage  to  both  the  above-named  thoroughfares  of 
about  200  feet.  The  public  and  private  offices  occupy 
separate  building,  and  are  very  handsomely  fitted  up. 
Oil  refining  operations  are  carried  on  very  briskly  by 
the  aid  of  a  special  plant  supplied  with  steam-power, 
and  including  the  best  modern  arrangements  and  most 
improved  appliances  for  filtering  and  pressing  out  the 
several  oils.     A  hoist  is  also  provided  for  expediting  the 


work  of  dispatch.  The  chief  specialities  produced  are 
sperm,  whale,  seal,  jute,  batching,  and  cod-liver  oils,  and 
excellent  grades  of  grease  for  lubricating  railway  rolling 
^tock.  Some  idea  of  the  extensive  character  of  the 
firm's  production  may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that  they 
sell  annually  from  six  to  seven  thousand  barrels  of  oil, 
holding,  at  the  same  time,  a  large  stock.  With  the 
facilities  at  their  disposal,  they  are  able  to  maintain  the 
highest  repute  in  the  market.  Mr.  David  Pattullo  is 
now  the  sole  proprietor,  his  brother  having  died  a  short 
time  ago.  He  is,  we  need  hardly  say,  exceptionally 
well  qualified  for  carrying  on  and  developing  this  im- 
portant line  of  business,  and  possesses  a  very  thorough 
mastery  of  its  operations  both  on  its  manufacturing  and 
commercial  sides. 
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G.    B.    LIVINGSTON    &    Co.,    Export    Merchants    and    General    Commission    Agents, 

5,    Oswald    Street,    Glasgow. 


One  of  the  most  extensively  connected  and  highly 
respected  firms  of  export  merchants  and  general  com- 
mission agents  to  be  met  with  in  the  great  industrial 
metropolis  of  Scotland  is,  without  doubt,  the  house 
whose  trading  designation  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
review.  The  principal  of  this  rapidly  developing 
concern,  although  not  yet  within  the  threshold  of 
middle-age,  has  proved  the  vast  mercantile  capacity 
with  which  he  is  endowed  by  a  progress  in  business  as 
rapid  as  its  results  are  phenomenal.  After  serving  an 
apprenticeship  in  the  well-known  house  of  Messrs.  A. 
and  A.  Crawford,  Commission  Agents,  Leith,  where  his 
strict  devotion  to  business  gained  him  very  high 
distinction,  he  at  length  entered  upon  the  present 
enterprise,  wherein  his  talents  and  energy  have  displayed 
themselves  to  conspicuous  advantage.  Messrs.  G.  B. 
Livingston  and  Co.  occupy  very  commodious  premises 
in  Oswald  Chambers,  5,  Oswald  Street,  comprising 
handsomely  appointed  suite  of  offices  with  sample 
rooms  and  every  accessory  to  the  effective  control  of  a 
vast  export  and  home  trade.  The  export  department 
is  perfect  in  organisation,  a  fact  due,  no  doubt,  to 
the  capable  administrative  ability  of  Mr.  Ben  W. 
Campbell,  who  personally  superintends  this  branch  of 
the  firm's  operations.  Messrs.  G.  B.  Livingston  and 
Co.  control  a  splendid  connection  throughout  China, 
Burmah,  India,  South  Africa,  South  America,  and  the 
West  Indies,  in  each  of  which  territories  able  corres- 
pondents are  employed.  The  home  trade  has  broad 
and  effective  ramifications  throughout  the  Kingdom  :  a 


number  of  representatives  being  at  all  times  employed, 
while  in  minor  districts  resident  agents  diligently  watch 
the  mercantile  interests  of  the  house.  One  of  the 
important  branches  is  their  connection  for  brewers' 
supplies,  principally  bottles,  labels,  stops,  etc.,  etc. 
This  department  is  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  John 
Watson,  who  has  recently  been  assumed  as  an  active 
working  partner.  Messrs.  G.  B.  Livingston  and  Co. 
represent,  in  Scotland,  the  following  firms : — Messrs. 
Joseph  Crosfield  and  Sons,  Soap-makers,  Warrington  ; 
Messrs.  Palmer  and  Co.,  Candle-makers,  Stratford, 
London  ;  Messrs.  Aspinall's  Enamel  Co.  (Limited), 
Hollydale  Works,  Peckham,  London,  S.E.  ;  Messrs. 
William  Tulloch  and  Co.,  Chocolate  and  Confectionery 
Manufacturers,  Bermondsey,  London ;  Messrs.  John 
Stephens,  Son,  and  Co.,  Vinegar,  Pickle,  and  Jam 
Exporters,  Gloucester  ;  Messrs.  Marshall  and  Co.,  Pre- 
served Fish  Packers  and  Exporters,  Aberdeen  ;  and 
Nederveen  and  Co.,  Margarine  Manufacturers,  Holland. 
The  high  commercial  standing  of  these  firms — most  of 
them  being  pre-eminent  in  their  special  department  of 
business— =-is  a  sufficient  indication,  not  merely  of  the  vast 
turnover  which  their  Scottish  firm  of  representatives  must 
annually  make,  but  also  of  the  implicit  confidence  which 
the  entire  commercial  world,  as  represented  by  its  most 
influential  factors,  reposes  in  the  house  under  review, — ■ 
a  confidence  as  well  deserved,  we  are  sure,  as  it  is 
calculated  to  redound  to  the  best  interests  of  all  with 
whom  G.  B.  Livingston  and  Co.  hold  mercantile 
intercourse  and  relationship. 


CAMPBELL  &  BRECKENRIDGE,  Painters  and  Decorators,  178,  Hope  Street,  Glasgow. 


The  rapid  progress  and  marked  improvement  to  be 
noted  in  recent  years  in  every  branch  of  decorative  art 
and  the  distinctive  superiority  of  modern  methods  are 
strikingly  evidenced  to  the  most  casual  observer  by  a 
comparison  with  the  older  styles  yet  in  existence,  with 
which  the  artistic  tastes  of  bygone  generations  were 
gratified.  The  improved  results  now  attained  in  house 
decoration  have  undoubtedly  owed  much  to  the  superior 
excellence  of  the  work  executed  by  firms  ot  the  repre- 
sentative type  of  Messrs.  Campbell  &  Breckenridge, 
of  this  City,  which  dates  back  in  its  foundation  to  1838, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  houses  in  the  trade  in  the 
district.  The  business  was  established  at  the  above 
date  by  the  late  Mr.  David  S.  Scobie,  who  was  subse- 
quently succeeded  by  Messrs.  Campbell  &  Brecken- 
ridge, of  whom  Mr.  A.  Campbell  is  now  the  sole  repre- 
sentativecontinuing  to  trade  under  the  style  indicated 
at  the  head  of  this  notice.  The  premises  occupied  by 
the  firm  are  situated  in  178,  Hope  Street,  and  comprise 
handsome  and  commodious  double-fronted  shop,  com- 
prehensively stocked  with  a  well-selected  assortment  of 
English  and  Continental  wall  papers  and  other  decora- 
tive materials,  and  with  extensive  warehouse  and  office. 


There  is  also  a  sunk  flat  utilised  as  stores  and  work- 
shop. The  firm  has  also  a  branch  establishment  at 
8,  St.  James'  Street,  Paisley  Road,  which  provides 
accommodation  for  their  numerous  south  side  clients. 
The  class  of  work  undertaken  by  the  firm  includes 
every  description  of  painting  and  decorating  of  private 
and  public  buildings  and  ecclesiastical  edifices,  which 
is  executed  in  a  superior  and  artistic  style  by  a  large 
staff  of  experienced  workmen  specially  selected  for  their 
skill  in  the  various  departments.  An  extensive  local 
connection  has  been  secured  by  the  firm,  which  includes 
the  leading  builders  and  property  owners  in  Glasgow 
and  the  surrounding  districts,  and  a  first-class  private 
trade  has  also  been  established.  The  business  is  con- 
ducted with  great  ability  under  the  careful  management 
of  Mr.  Campbell,  who  personally  superintends  every 
detail  of  the  work,  and  whose  artistic  perception  and 
good  taste  are  evidenced  in  the  execution  of  every  order 
entrusted  to  his  skilful  hands  for  completion.  Mr. 
Campbell  is  widely  known  and  respected  in  trade 
circles,  and  has  by  the  energy  and  enterprise  which 
have  characterised  his  conduct  of  the  undertaking,  well 
sustained  the  eminent  reputation  so  long  and  deservedly 
enjoyed  by  this  old-established  business  house. 
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R.    LAWSON     &    CO.,    The    Trades'     Clothing    House,    32,    Stockwell    Street,     Glasgow  ; 
also    at    Aberdeen,    Airdrie,    Dundee,     Edinburgh,    Stirling,     &c. 


The  great  prevalence  of  the  cash  system  in  all  depart- 
ments of  modern  commerce  only  tends  more  rapidly  to 
distinguish  those  firms  who  have  adhered  to  the  con- 
ventional method  of  providing  goods  on  credit,  and 
whose  prosperity  has  been  largely,  if  not  wholly, 
acquired  by  the  steadfast  recognition  of  all  the  essential 
rules  necessary  to  render  that  class  of  trade  profitable 
and  satisfactory  to  buyer  and  seller.  The  evident 
disfavour  in  which  credit  trade  is  now-a-days  held 
cannot  be  attributed  to  any  fault  in  the  system  itself, 
but  must  be  due  to  its  abuse  by  unprincipled  traders, 
whose  exorbitant  charges  and  other  unfavourable  forms 
of  procedure  have  tended  to  detract,  in  no  small  degree, 
from  the  popularity  of  a  principle  of  transacting  business 
that  was  clearly  inaugurated  for  the  direct  interest  and 
benefit  of  the  poorer  classes.  It  is  thus  gratifying  to 
observe  that  there  are  in  existence  several  eminent 
houses  who  have  proved  beyond  doubt  the  value  and 
merit  of  the  system  by  the  honourable  observance  of  its 
sound  features  ;  and  in  Scotland  there  is  nowhere  to  be 
found  a  more  perfect  illustration  of  the  success  of 
a  concern  established  and  controlled  from  first  to  last  on 
a  distinctly  credit  basis  than  that  which  forms  the 
subject  of  this  brief  sketch.  The  Trades'  Clothing  and 
General  Furnishing  House  is  probably  one  of  the 
largest  undertakings  of  its  kind  operating  in  this  country, 
and  having  been  founded  as  iar  back  as  in  1856,  its 
earlier  work  and  trade  was  found  a  source  of  incalculable 
benefit  in  periods  when  wages  were  small  and  the  means 
of  living  precarious.  Having  its  foundation  in  the 
hearty  support  which  an  appreciative  public  are  always 
willing  to  accord  to  any  organisation  designed  for  the 
genuine  benefit,  the  business  progressed  far  beyond  its 
original  limits,  and  its  successive  extensions  during  a 
period  of  thirty-five  years  may  be  estimated  from  its 
magnitude  at  the  present  time  and  the  length  and 
breadth  of  its  commercial  ramifications.  Messrs.  Lawson 
have  now  active  agencies  in  every  town  of  importance 
throughout  Scotland.  They  have  also  correspondents 
in  England,  and  the  establishments  in  Aberdeen, 
Airdrie,  Dundee,  Edinburgh,  Stirling,  and  Glasgow  all 
form  large  and  important  undertakings  in  themselves. 
The  Trades'  Clothing  House  at  Stirling  being  that 
from  which  the  business  originally  emanated  is  still  a 
great  centre  of  the  firm's  trade,  while  in  that  town  on 
name  is  more  respected  or  better  known  than  that 
of  the  eminent  founder,  Mr.  Robert  Lawson — long  a 
magistrate  of  Stirling,  and  known  in  all  business  circles  in 
Glasgow  and  elsewhere.  The  Glasgow  business  is  con- 
ducted by  the  founder,  Mr.  Robert  Lawson  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Mr.  H.  M.  Dunn,  and  notwithstanding  its  more 
recent  establishment  in  1877,  it  now  constitutes,  as  it 
has  always  done,  a  great  pioneer  in  the  City's  credit 
trade.  The  Trades'  Clothing  House  might  well  be  said 
to  rank  as  one  of  the  commercial  "  lions"  of  Glasgow, 
in  respect  alike  of  its  magnificent  proportions  and  the 
familiar  landmark  it  forms  among  the  City's  genuine  and 
first-class  business  institutions.  The  premises  compre- 
hend four  capacious  flats :  two  towards  the  front  in 
Stockwell  Street   and  two  at  the  rear,  connected  by  an 


iron  bridge.  The  back  flats  are  devoted  to  the 
manufacture  of  clothing  for  ladies  and  also  for  gentlemen, 
while  the  first  flat  in  front  is  made  available  for  the 
display  of  mantles,  dress  goods,  and  jewellery  ;  the 
watches,  trinkets,  and  general  bijoutene  being  submitted 
under  the  most  brilliant  and  effective  conditions.  The 
heavier  draperies,  along  with  tweeds,  boots,  and  shoes, 
are  arranged  upon  the  second  flat,  where  also  is  the 
firm's  counting  house.  The  whole  stock  contained  is 
enormous  in  variety  and  quantity.  It  is  altogether 
impossible  for  any  one  surveying  the  resources  of  this 
large  warehouse  to  afford  adequate  treatment  of  its 
many  departmental  details  within  the  limits  of  one 
sketch.  In  household  drapery,  furniture,  ironmongery, 
hardwares,  cutlery,  electroplate,  watches,  clocks, 
jewellery,  bicycles,  mangles,  and  in  every  possible 
section  of  domestic  furnishing  the  quantities  disposed  of 
are  immense.  The  great  desideratum  of  a  complete 
system  of  universal  providing  could  in  no  instance  be 
better  characterised  than  in  this  mammoth  stock  with 
its  aggregate  of  many  trade  departments,  while  every- 
thing in  the  shape  of  practical  facilities,  such  as  manu- 
facturing, tailoring,  dress  and  mantle  making,  is  here 
organised  on  systems  tending  to  accelerate  the  establish- 
ment's busy  routine  ;  and  in  no  one  place  of  business  in 
the  Metropolis  can  the  public  be  more  readily  suited 
with  such  diversity  of  choice  and  assortment  than  in 
the  Trades'  Clothing  House.  There  is  practically  no 
end  to  the  enormity  of  the  various  stocks  here  compre- 
hended, and  the  most  leisure  survey  thereof  reveals  a 
labrynth  of  novel  and  moderately  priced  attractions, 
the  fresh  and  well-selected  aspect  of  which  might  be 
difficult  to  understand,  were  it  not  for  the  great  knowledge 
that  prevails  concerning  Messrs.  Lawson 's  methods  of 
business  and  the  magnificent  turnover  that  is  repre- 
sented in  any  one  week  of  trade.  The  installment 
system,  upon  which  Messrs.  Lawson  have  so  long  based 
their  operations,  is  found  to  work  smoothly  and  profitably 
in  the  interest  of  their  customers.  Purchasing  directly 
for  cash,  they  are  enabled  to  sell  for  cash  prices,  and  the 
genuineness  of  this  principle  will  be  apparent  to  any  one 
who  takes  the  trouble  to  compare  their  terms  with  any 
others  ruling  in  the  markets.  They  have  naturally 
found  that  this  liberality  inspires  confidence  in  their 
patrons,  and  they  accordingly  adhere  thereto  in  the  full 
assurance  that  their  many  thousands  ol  constituents  are 
more  than  adequately  satisfied.  The  whole  business,  con- 
ducted under  the  direct  personal  oversight  of  the  part- 
ners, calls  into  operation  the  services  of  no  fewer  than 
seventy  travellers  and  a  splendid  working  and  general 
staff  of  400  hands.  To  regulate  and  maintain  the 
discipline  of  the  Glasgow  house  alone  must  needs  form 
an  arduous  task  for  those  upon  whom  its  control  is  im- 
posed, and  in  Mr.  Lawson  and  his  able  coadjutor, 
Mr.  Dunn,  the  firm  of  Messrs.  L  and  Co.  have 

two  of  their  most  vigilant  representatives,  and  gentlemen 
to  whose  assiduous  personal  eftorts  may  be  worthily 
traced  the  undiminished  and  alwaj  il  mrishing  success 
of  the  Trades'  Clothing  House  at  Glasgow. 
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ALEXANDER    ROWAT    &    Co.,    Patentees    and    Manufacturers    of  every  description   of 

Wirework,    Wire    Cloths,     Boiler    Tube    Brushes  ;    and    General    Wire 

Merchants,    25,     Candleriggs,     Glasgow. 


In    reviewing    the    vast    number    of    varied    industries 
which    have    contributed   so   much  to  the    commercial 
importance   of   this   great    centre,   it   is    obviously    im- 
possible to  omit  mention  of  the  successful  undertaking 
conducted    by     Messrs.     Alexander     Rowat    &    Co., 
Patentees  and  Manufacturers   of  Wire-work  and  Wire 
Cloth,  and  General  Wire   Merchants,   25,   Candleriggs, 
who   supply  the   material   for   this   biief  review.     The 
business  is  of  an  old-established  standing,  having  been 
founded  as  far  back  as  1837  by  the  senior  partner  of  the 
present   proprietors,     Messrs.    Alexander    and    Robert 
Rowat,  trading  under  the  title  indicated  at  the  head  of 
this    notice.       The    firm    occupy    extensive    spacious 
warehouse  of  three  flats,  with  offices  and  show  rooms  on 
the    first    floor,    devoted  to  the  display  of  the  various 
goods    and    specialities    which    form   the  staple  of   the 
trade.       Amongst    these    may     be     mentioned     every 
description  of  bright,  tinned,  galvanised  and  coppered, 
copper,  brass,  steel,  and  bottling   wires  ;    wire  cloth  in 
every  variety  of  metal  and  of  varying  strengths,  for  all 
purposes ;    fine   gauze    wire,    for   window    blinds,    etc.  ; 
strong    wire    trays,     for    biscuit     manufacturers  ;     wire 
riddles,    sieves,    and    screens  —  extra    strong    for    coal, 
gravel,    and    copper    ore,    etc.  ;     boiler    tube    brushes, 
ornamented  wire   netting,  for   ship's  bulwarks  ;    galva- 
nized  wire  guards,  for  windows  of  churches,  schools, 
warehouses,   stores,   etc.  ;    wire  gauze  window  blinds  ; 
patent  steel  barb  fencing  wire  ;  galvanized  wire  netting  ; 
ornamental  wire  bordering,   for  gardens,  etc.  ;  pea  and 
flower   trainers  ;     ornamental   wire    flower    stands    and 


baskets  ;  nursery  fenders  and  fire  guards  ;  and  a  great 
variety  of  other  goods  of  this  material.  The  upper 
floors  are  utilized  as  workshops,  and  are  amply  equipped 
with  modern  machinery,  of  improved  construction,  for 
manufacturing  the  goods  enumerated  above.  .  Messrs. 
Rowat,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  their  increasing 
trade,  are  at  present  erecting  more  extensive  works  and 
stores  at  the  East  End  of  the  City,  where  every 
description  of  wire  weaving  is  executed,  a  large  staff  of 
work-people  being  retained  for  this  purpose.  The 
leading  speciality  manufactured  by  the  firm  is  their 
patent  flat  wire  rope,  for  use  in  mines,  hoists,  etc., 
which  has  been  supplied,  for  the  latter  purpose,  to  the 
General  Post  Office,  Bridge  Street  Railway  Station, 
Central  and  Northern  Police  Offices,  Queen  Street 
Railway  Station,  Glasgow  Bazaar,  and  many  other 
important  public  and  private  buildings.  A  large 
home  and  export  trade  has  been  established  by  the 
firm,  whose  telegraphic  address  is  "  Wirecloth,"  Glas- 
gow! and  they  are  also  in  telephonic  communication 
with  the  Central  Exchange,  etc.,  their  number  being 
934.  These  brief  details  will  afford  our  readers  some 
indication  of  the  scope  and  magnitude  of  Messrs. 
Rowat's  business  operations,  which  are  admirably 
conducted  under  the  energetic  supervision  of  the 
principals,  whose  able  management  well  sustains  the 
high  reputation  so  deservedly  enjoyed  for  the  past 
fifty  years  by  this  old-established  and  flourishing 
business  enterprise. 


FORRESTER    &    FORRESTER,    Mineral    Water    Manufacturers    and    Bottlers, 

10,    George    Street,    Glasgow. 


The  increasing  importance  of  pure  beverages  of  a 
non-intoxicating  character,  in  this  age  of  progressive 
temperance  principles,  is  practically  exemplified  by  the 
rapid  development  of  the  mineral  water  trade  in  this 
country  and  by  the  substantial  prosperity  enjoyed  by 
representative  firms  engaged  in  this  branch  of  indus- 
trial production.  Prominent  amongst  the  leading 
manufacturers  of  mineral  waters  in  this  district  are  the 
Messrs.  Forrester  &  Forrester,  of  10,  George 
Street,  whose  important  position  in  the  trade  fully 
warrants  their  inclusion  in  these  records  of  the  indus- 
trial progress  of  the  City.  They  have  selected  as  a  site 
the  commodious  manufactory  at  the  above  address. 
The  premises  are  conveniently  arranged,  a  gateway 
entrance  giving  access  to  a  spacious  yard  with  offices 
on  the  right-hand  side  facing  the  stables,  and  extensive 
works  in  the  rear.  The  latter  are  fully  provided  with 
plant  and  machinery  of  the  most  approved  modern  con- 
struction by  Hayward,  Tyler  &  Co.,  London,  that 
mechanical  skill  can  suggest  for  producing  in 
perfection  the  celebrated  waters  which  have  made 
the  reputation  of  the  firm.  These  include  lemonade, 
soda  and  seltzer  water,  ginger  beer,  potass,  ginger  ale, 
sarsaparilla,    &c,     &c,    of    the    highest-class    quality, 


manufactured  from  the  purest  water  and  syrups,  Sec., 
and  confidently  recommended  for  their  superiority  over 
the  ordinary  beverages  of  this  character.  The  connec- 
tion of  the  firm  embraces  the  leading  club,  hotel,  and 
restaurant  proprietors  in  Glasgow  and  the  surrounding 
districts.  Messrs.  Forrester  &  Forrester  are 
agents  for  the  famous  Wrexham  Lager  Beer  Brewery, 
and  they  bottle  the  well-known  Ace  of  Clubs  Brand  of 
Pilsiner  which  is  rapidly  taking  its  place  as  the  first 
Lager  in  Scotland.  They  also  represent  Messrs.  J. 
Nunneley  &  Co.,  Limited,  Brewers,  Burton-on-Trent, 
the  oldest  firm  of  brewers  in  Burton.  Their  export 
business  is  also  of  a  rapidly  developing  character.  The 
services  of  a  numerous  staff  of  salesmen  and  w  orkpeople 
are  employed  in  the  various  departments  of  the  business, 
and  the  firm  also  have  several  vehicles  daily  engaged  in 
the  distribution  of  orders,  &c.  The  proprietors  per- 
sonally undertake  the  supervision  of  every  detail  of  the 
management,  ensuring  the  perfection  of  system  and 
organisation  in  this  well-ordered  establishment,  which 
has,  by  the  energy  and  enterprise  with  which  it  is  con- 
ducted, secured  a  well-deserved  eminence  in  the  com- 
mercial world  and  a  success  of  the  most  gratifying  and 
substantial  character. 
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JOHN     URE    &    SONS,     Regent    Flour    Mills,     Dumbarton     Road,     Glasgow. 


Very  distinctly  in  the  forefront  of  Glasgow's  flour 
milling  trade  must  be  ranked  the  old-established  and 
eminent  concern  of  Messrs.  John  Ure   &  Sons,  whose 
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John  Ure  x  Son,  Millers  and  Flour  Merchants 


magnificent  new  Regent  Mills,  Dumbarton  Road,  have 
no  compeer  in  Scotland,  and  are  probably  without  a 
rival  in  the  United  Kingdom,  either  in  respect  of  their 
extent  or  the  mass  and  value  of  their  output.  The 
firm  is  one  of  exceptionally  long  standing,  the  business 
having  been  founded  by  Mr.  John  Ure  in  181 7 
the  present  style  was  adopted  by  the 
assumption  into  the  partnership  of  Mr. 
John  Ure,  Junior.,  who  is  now  the  prin- 
cipal, with  his  three  sons  as  partners  in 
the  concern.  Until  a  year  ago,  the  business 
of  the  firm  was  conducted  in  Crown  Mills, 
Washington  Street,  but  of  late  years  the 
development  of  the  trade  has  been  of  so 
phenomenal  a  character  that  it  was  deemed 
essential  to  obtain  increased  accommodation. 
With  characteristic  enterprise  Messrs.  John 
Ure  &  Sons  purchased  a  site  at  Sandyford, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Kelvin,  and  here  they 
have  erected  the  splendid  Regent  Mills 
which  they  now  occupy.     The  establishment  ^ 

throughout  is  admirably  constructed,  both 
with  respect  to  economy  of  working  and  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  employes.  Every 
department  is  replete  with  the  most  im- 
proved machinery  and  appliances  that  skill, 
experience,  and  mechanical  science  have, 
devised  to  effect  economy  in  production  and  to  secure 
perfect  and  uniform  manufacture.     Messrs.  John  Ure  & 


Sons  do  a  most  extensive  business  as  flour  millers  and 
as  merchants,  for  they  are  the  agents  in  Scotland  of  one 
of  the  largest  Hungarian  flour  mills,  their  widespread 
and   influential   connection  extending  to  all 
parts    of    the    Kingdom.       The    mercantile 
department  of  the  business  is  conducted  in  a 
spacious  suite  of  well-appointed  offices  and 
counting-house,  and,  in  addition  to  a   large 
and   efficient    staff  of  clerks  and  correspon- 
dents, a  number  of  energetic  representatives 
are    employed.       For  fineness,    purity,   and 
general   excellence,    the   firm's   flour   is   un- 
equalled— a  condition  due,  doubtless,  to  the 
great  care  and  sound  judgment  exercised  in 
the  selection  of  the  wheat  and  the  splendid 
mechanical  appliances  at    the    command    of 
the  firm.        Mr.  John   Ure,  the  principal  of 
the  house,  still  takes  an  active  part  in   the 
business,  and  occupying  as  he   does  a  very 
prominent  and  influential  position  in  social, 
civic,    and    mercantile    circles,    he    is    well 
known    and   highly  esteemed  for  his  active 
exertions    in    promoting    the    best   interests 
of  the  City  and  its  industrial  interests.     Mr. 
John     Ure    was    long    a    member     of     the 
Glasgow    Town    Council,   and   in    1881    he  was  raised 
to    the    chief    magisterial    dignity    his     fellow-citizens 
could    confer    on    him,    and    for    three    years   he    per- 
formed  the    onerous   functions  of    Lord    Provost   with 
singular  dignity  and  ability.       Ex-Lord  Provost  Ure  is 
a  director  of  the  Clydesdale  Banking  Company,  deputy - 


Regent  Flour  Mills,  Glasgow 

chairman  of  the  Clyde  Navigation  Trust,  and  a  promi- 
nent member  of  many  other  local  and  public  institutions. 
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ROBERT    SMITH     &    Co.,     Globe,     Stove,    Grate,    and    Fender    Works, 
go,    92,    and   g2.\,    Commerce    Street,    Glasgow. 


An  important  factor  in  the  material  progress  and 
development  of  this  great  commercial  centre  is  to  be 
found  in  the  energetic  enterprise  which  directs  to  a 
successful  issue  undertakings  of  the  representative  type 
conducted  by  Messrs.  Robert  Smith  &  Co.,  Stove,  Grate, 
and  Fender  Manufacturers,  to  which  we  have  pleasure 
in  directing  the  attention  of  our  readers.  The  business 
was  established  by  the  present  head  of  the  firm  in  1875, 
and  has  since  that  date  been  extended  to  the  important 
proportions  it  has  now  attained.  The  premises  occupied 
by  the  firm  are  entitled  the  "  Globe  "  works,  and  are 
centrally  situated  at  go,  92,  and  92A,  Commerce  Street, 
having  a  frontage  of  60  feet  to  that  thoroughfare  with 
first-class  show  windows,  and  possessing  every  facility 
for  the  display  of  the  goods.  The  ground  floor  of  the 
front  building,  which  is  four  storeys  in  height,  is 
utilised  for  the  well-appointed  offices  and  spacious  show 
rooms,  the  latter  displaying  a  large  assortment  of 
ranges,  stoves,  and  heavy  ironmongery  goods.  On  the 
first  floor  may  be  inspected  a  splendid  stock  of  fenders, 
fire-irons,  tiled  hearths,  chandeliers,  and  gas-fittings  in 
great  variety  ;  and  the  second  and  third  floors  are  fitted 
up  for  the  arranging  and  stocking  of  their  various 
manufactures,  etc.  The  extensive  works  of  the  firm 
are  situated  in  the  rear  of  the  establishment  and 
are  conveniently  arranged  for  the  operations  of  the 
business,  including  spacious  smiths'  shop  and  foundry, 
grinding,  polishing,  and  japanning  shops  on  the  ground 
floor ;  and  above,  similar  accommodation  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  all  kinds  of  sheet  iron  goods.     The  works  are  fully 


equipped  with  steam-power  machinery  and  appliances  of 
modern  construction,  and  a  lift  is  provided  for  the  convey- 
ance of  heavy  goods  and  material  from  floor  to  floor,  the 
whole  arrangements  of  the  establishment  being  conve- 
niently adapted  for  facilitating  the  various  processes  of 
production.  Amongst  the  leading  specialities  manufac- 
tured by  the  firm  may  be  enumerated  the  "  Excelsior  " 
open  and  close  fire  range,  which  "requires  no  building 
and  can  be  set  anywhere,"  the  "Globe  "  open  and  close 
range,  and  the  "  Clutha  "  portable  cooking  range,  which 
also  requires  no  building;  also  parlour  and  kitchen 
fenders,  of  which  several  new  registered  designs  have 
taken  exceedingly  well  with  buyers,  and  are  having  a 
large  sale.  A  large  number  of  skilled  hands  are 
employed  in  the  works  in  addition  to  the  regular  staff  of 
clerks  and  assistants  retained  in  the  sale  departments, 
the  entire  business  management  being  undertaken  by 
the  principal,  whose  persevering  efforts  are  devoted  to 
maintaining  the  efficiency  and  completeness  of  the 
working  arrangements.  An  extensive  wholesale 
connection  has  been  established  by  the  firm  which 
includes  the  leading  buyers  of  this  class  of  goods  in  the 
West  of  Scotland,  and  orders  are  frequently  received  by 
the  proprietors  for  their  productions  from  all  parts  of  the 
Kingdom  and  the  Colonies.  Mr.  Smith  is  widely  known 
and  esteemed  in  commercial  circles,  and  has  by  his 
sound  business  sagacity  and  honourable  and  straight- 
forward methods  attained  for  this  ably  conducted 
undertaking  a  well-merited  and  conspicuous  position  in 
the  records  of  industrial  and  mercantile  success. 


MESSRS.    S.    H.    &    D.    Mc'MILLAN,    Warehousemen,    Partick,    Glasgow. 


In  the  general  drapery  trade,  Messrs.  S.  H.  and  D. 
Mc'Millan,  of  354,  Dumbarton  Road,  Partick,  take  a 
prominent  position  amongst  Glasgow  firms  as  regards 
the  stock  they  hold,  the  extent  of  their  business,  and 
its  departmental  completeness.  They  do  not  cultivate 
any  one  speciality  as  an  exceptional  boon  to  the  public 
— a  somewhat  fallacious  practice,  by  the  way,  in  the 
drapery  trade,  if  not  to  the  firms  who  adopt  it,  at  least, 
to  their  patrons.  Messrs.  Mc'Millan  rely  upon  the 
extent  and  variety  of  their  goods  and  the  fact,  also, 
that  they  are  not  only  drapers,  but  carry  on  nn  industrial 
concern  in  the  way  of  millinery,  dress  and  mantle- 
making,  etc. — a  fact  which  ensures  to  their  customers 
that  the  articles  supplied  by  the  firm  may  be  purchased 
at  first  price,  with  no  intermediate  profits  to  increase 
the  cost.  The  character  of  the  firm's  trade  is  what  may 
be  called  a  popular  one.  Cheapness  combined  with 
quality  and  utility  appears  to  be  their  motto,  for  from 
them  may  be  obtained  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  all 
the  requisites  incidental  to  a  thoroughly  good  outfit. 
Their  premises  are  spacious,  well  appointed,  attractively 
arranged,  and  replete  with  a  great  variety  of  goods.  They 
consist  of  a  large  warehouse  of  two  floors.     The  ground 


floor  is  used  as  a  general  retail  warehouse  for  drapery, 
millinery,  woollen,  and  dress  goods.  A  handsome  oak 
staircase  leads  from  the  centre  of  the  warehouse  to  the 
second  floor,  where  are  situated  the  work-rooms  and  show 
rooms  for  dresses,  mantles,  millinery,  and  general  out- 
fitting. It  may  serve  to  give  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the 
firm's  business  in  this  department,  if  it  be  mentioned 
that,  in  this  department,  thirty  hands  are  employed. 
Not  only  are  the  showrooms  attractively  fitted  up,  but 
the  work-rooms  are  well  arranged,  and  the  comfort  of 
the  employes  is  in  every  way  studied.  The  industrial 
section  of  the  firm's  business  has,  of  late  years,  greatly 
developed  on  account  of  the  reputation  which  Messrs. 
Mc'Millan  have  gained  for  their  economical  charges 
combined  with  good  material,  style,  and  finish.  They 
are  also  the  designers  and  manufacturers  of  "  The 
Mc'Millan  Hunting  Tartan" — registered.  The  firm 
is  now  a  well-established  one,  having  been  founded 
twenty  years  ago.  The  present  partners  are  Messrs. 
Samuel  and  Donald  Mc'Millan,  both  of  whom  are 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  various  requirements 
of  the  trade,  and  both  are  as  respected  for  their  business 
rectitude  as  fchey  are  for  their  enterprise. 
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IRVING    BROTHERS,    Portmanteau,    Trunk,    and    Sample-Case    Manufacturers, 
86,    Renfield    Street ;    and   48  to   52,    Bath    Street,    Glasgow. 


The  manufacture  of  Portmanteaus,  Trunks,  and 
Sample-Cases  has  been  developed  as  one  of  the  first 
and  most  important  of  Glasgow's  representative 
industries,  and  to  this  high  commercial  position  few 
houses  have  more  valuably  contributed  than  that  now 
carried  on  at  the  above  address  by  Messrs.  Irving 
Brothers.  This  well-known  and  influential  firm  first 
commenced  business  in  Glasgow,  about  thirty  years  ago, 
at  157,  Buchanan  Street,  and,  during  the  first  ten  years, 
the  work  and  trade  of  the  house  became  so  extended 
that  it  was  found  necessary  to  remove  to  the  present 
very  favourable  location  at  the  corner  of  Renfield  and 
Bath  Streets ;  and,  since  then,  the  premises  of  the  firm 
have  become  a  familiar  and  attractive  feature  of  this 
busy  locality.  They  occupy  a  most  commanding 
position  at  the  north-east  corner  of  Renfield  Street,  and 
their  exceptionally  fine  appearance  is  greatly  enhanced 
by  the  immense  frontage  of  plate  glass,  which  enables 
the  whole  branches  of  the  firm's  manufactures  to  be 
displayed  under  the  most  advantageous  conditions.  The 
workshops,  wherein  a  number  of  first-rate  practical 
hands  are  employed,  are  in  the  basement,  and  are  of 
the  same  dimensions  as  the  warehouse,  being  equally 
well  lighted  from  the  street.  Here  may  be  observed  the 
scrutinous  and  careful  methods  under  which  all  matters 
of  detail  are  arranged  and  carried  out.     Messrs.  Irving 


Brothers  here  enter  comprehensively  upon  the  manu- 
facture of  Portmanteaus,  Trunks,  and  Sample-Cases, 
with  all  the  accessories  relative  to  a  complete  travelling 
equipment.  The  firm  have  popularised  many  admirable 
styles  both  in  hand  bags  and  overland  trunks  ;  and  the 
main  essentials  of  solidity  and  sound  finish  have  been 
only  secured  by  the  employment  of  first-class  trade 
experts.  The  outstanding  feature  of  Messrs.  Irving's 
manufactures  is  their  absolute  utility  and  convenience, 
and  this  is,  perhaps,  eminently  endorsed  in  their  foreign 
travelling  trunks,  which  they  make  largely,  and  which 
find  their  way  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  necessity 
for  security  of  valuables  is  well  considered  both  in  the 
locking  and  arrangement  of  straps,  etc.  Among 
commercial  men  all  over  Glasgow,  Messrs.  Irving's 
Sample-Cases  command  a  favour  in  every  degree  equal 
to  their  merits,  and  for  the  excellence  of  these  alone 
few  firms  are  better  known  or  more  extensively 
patronised. 

As  a  tribute  to  this  firm's  enterprise  and  to  the 
individual  exertions  of  its  principals,  it  is  necessary  to 
say  that  they  have  introduced  and  adopted  many 
valuable  features  in  the  trade  they  so  well  exemplify, 
and  have  been  rewarded  by  a  support  not  common  to 
all  Glasgow  firms,  and  by  a  trade  whose  limits  are 
widespread  and  unconfined. 


M.    PATERSON,    Fruit,    Flower    and    Vegetable    Warehouse,    116   and    118, 
Buchanan    Street,   Glasgow.      Telegraphic  address,  "Florist." 
Telephone   No.  3,303. 


The  fruit  and  floral  industries  of  Glasgow  have  been  so 
ably  cultivated  in  every  part  of  the  City  that  the  variety 
of  houses  which  form  the  exponents  of  the  trade  only 
enables  the  reviewer  to  devote  particular  attention  to 
such  prominent  and  representative  concerns  as  that 
conducted  by  the  well-known  Mr.  J.  M.  Paterson, 
formerly  of  George  Street,  and  whose  fruit  and  flower 
warehouse  is  now  one  of  the  striking  features  of  the 
Buchanan  Street  thoroughfare.  It  is  now  twenty-six 
years  since  this  business  was  first  established,  and  during 
the  greater  part  of  that  time  it  has  been  carried  on  at. 
the  present  location,  where  Mr.  Paterson's  spacious 
premises,  with  their  large  double  frontage,  mirrored 
fittings,  and  appointments  of  ebony  and  gold,  have 
become  one  of  these  great  show  shops  that  render  the 
main  streets  of  Glasgow  bright  and  attractive.  The 
elegance  of  this  emporium  is  only  equalled  by  the 
singular  beauty  and  taste  of  its  flower  displays,  and  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year  it  constitutes  a  centre  of  great 
admiration  among  those  who  can  appreciate  the  skill  and 
care  with  which  several  of  the  best-attainable  collections 
are  placed  for  public  exhibition.  Especially  in  the 
spring  and  summer  seasons  there  is  presented  an  ex- 
quisite display  of  choice  cut  flowers  and  exotics,  while 
the  range  of  bridal  bouquets,  and  immortelles  for 
funerals — ornate  in  design — may  be  accepted  as  illus- 
trations   of   the   artistic    skill   with   which    the    art   of 


composing  elegant  floral  wreaths  has  become  one  of  the 
principal  sources  of  the  proprietor's  enviable  reputation. 
Salads  and  dainties  of  every  kind  are  invariably  brought 
forward  in  proper  season,  and  frequently  in  advance 
thereof;  and  two  representatives  of  the  house  are 
employed  during  the  season  in  supplying  excursionists 
with  fresh  fruits  and  flowers,  Mr.  Paterson  being  sole 
caterer  for  the  s.s.  "  Columba,"  Highland  Mail.  It  is 
obviously  unnecessary,  within  the  limits  of  the  present 
brief  sketch,  to  enlarge  upon  the  various  features  of  the 
business  with  which  Mr.  Paterson's  name  is  identified, 
and  whose  accumulated  interests  are  now  of  great  value. 
As  a  fruit  merchant  and  florist  commanding  exceptional 
resources,  Mr.  Paterson  is  enabled  to  provide  every 
seasonable  table  dainty  with  due  promptitude,  and  in 
what  is  known  among  Glasgow  merchants  as  "  the  pink 
of  perfection."  The  support  and  patronage  of  a 
distinctly  superior  clientele  has  been  partly  earned  by  the 
successful  execution  of  orders  in  floral  decoration,  as 
well  as  in  satisfying  with  readiness  the  requirements  of 
the  town  and  country  elite  in  every  class  of  fruit  and 
flower  purveying ;  and  among  his  contemporaries  in  the 
City,  Mr.  Paterson  commands  the  estimation  and 
respect  of  one  who  has  done  as  much  for  the  good  and 
welfare  of  the  trade  with  which  he  is  connected,  as  for 
the  splendid  business  whose  affairs  he  controls. 
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MR.    JAMES     HOUSTON,     The     Bellgroveries,     461,     Gallowgate  ;     The     Auxiliary 
Furniture    Warehouse,    473,    Gallowgate,    Glasgow. 


The  changes  which  the  keenness  of  modern  com- 
petition has  made  in  almost  all  businesses  have  been 
very  marked  in  the  Scotch  house-furnishing  and  furni- 
ture trade.  The  modern  aspect  of  this  department  of 
enterprise  is  well  represented  in  the  two  large  establish- 
ments of  Mr.  James  Houston,  in  Gallowgate,  Glasgow. 
The  application  of  labour-saving  and  improved  machi- 
nery to  the  manufacture  of  furniture,  and  the  superior 
principles  of  construction  which  these  appliances  have 
made  available,  have  resulted  in  the  production  of  a 
class  of  goods  put  together  in  a  superior  manner,  and 
therefore  more  durable,  and  at  a  greatly  reduced  cost. 
This,  combined  with  the  mode  of  business,  whose 
principle  is  "  small  profits  and  quick  returns,"  and 
whose  motto  is  "  Cash,"  has  created  almost  a  revolution 
in  the  trade,  and  placed  goods,  formerly  only  within 
reach  of  the  opulent,  at  the  service  of  all  classes.  Mr. 
Houston's  premises  are  well-suited  for  the  modern 
mode  of  carrying  on  the  business,  and  have  the  most 
ample  facilities  for  display,  storage,  and  manufacture. 
He  has  been  in  business  on  his  own  account  for  fifteen 
years ;  and,  as  he  was  previously  in  the  employment  of 
the  celebrated  firm  of  Messrs.  Wylie  and  Lochhead  for 
many  years,  he  may  be  supposed  to  know  something  of 
the  trade.  He  started  at  first  at  342,  Gallowgate, 
removed  for  more  accommodation  to  369,  Gallowgate, 
and,  as  his  business  continued  to  expand,  finally  secured 
the  present  premises  at  461,  Gallowgate.  About  five 
years  ago  the  rear  part,  which  did  not  previously  belong 
to  the  establishment,  was  merged  in  it,  the  wall  between 
the  two  premises  being  removed.  A  year  previous  he 
had  secured  the  other  premises  at  473,  Gallowgate. 

The  visitor   to  these  two  handsome  emporia   will 


obtain  a  very  good  idea  of  the  operations  of  a  modern 
furniture  dealer.  All  goods  are  marked  in  plain  figures, 
while  the  whole  range  of  the  trade,  from  the  most  costly 
and  elegant  articles  to  those  in  which  utility  is  combined 
with  beauty,  is  fully  represented.  We  need  not  attempt 
to  enter  here  into  a  minute  description  of  these  two 
well-known  establishments.  All  descriptions  of  house 
furnishings  are  there.  Linoleums,  oilcloths,  carpets, 
tables,  chairs,  wardrobes,  hall-stands,  easy  chairs,  chests 
of  drawers,  mirrors,  bedsteads,  bedding,  kitchen  furni- 
ture, fancy  and  "occasional"  articles,  and  suites  after 
all  designs — parlour,  bedroom,  hall,  and  lobby.  The 
saloon  to  the  rear  of  No.  461  is  a  handsome  apartment 
45  feet  by  65  feet,  and  well  worthy  of  inspection.  Near 
by  to  the  left  are  the  stores  and  bedding  workshops, 
where  a  numerous  skilled  staff  finds  constant  employ- 
ment under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  indefatigable 
proprietor.  Taking  the  display  in  both  concerns 
altogether,  it  is  evident  that  Mr.  Houston  relies  for 
public  support  entirely  on  the  superior  manufacture  of 
his  stock.  The  business  is  still  growing  i"apidly,  and 
commands  an  ever-increasing  number  of  patrons  among 
all  classes  from  the  wealthy  to  those  whose  means  are 
limited.  When  the  maximum  of  beauty  of  design  and 
reliability  of  material  and  construction  is  combined 
in  goods  of  this  description  at  a  minimum  of  cost,  the 
vendor  will  be  certain  not  to  lack  business.  Mr. 
Houston  has  the  good  fortune  to  be  in  this  position,  to 
the  no  small  advantage  of  his  numerous  and  representa- 
tive clients.  Personally  he  is  a  courteous  and  accom- 
plished man  of  business,  and  is  well  known  and  popular 
in  trade  circles  in  the  City. 


ARCHIBALD    McFARLANE    &    SONS,    Wrights,    Builders,   and  Packing  Case  Makers, 

81  and  S3,  Cathedral  Street,  Glasgow. 


In  recording  the  prominent  commercial  successes  of 
this  vast  industrial  centre,  to  which  must  be  attributed 
the  great  prosperity  enjoyed  by  the  community,  special 
distinction  must  be  assigned  to  the  old-established  firm 
of  Messrs.  Archibald  McFarlane  and  Sons,  Wrights, 
Builders,  and  Packing  Case  Makers,  who  deservedly 
occupy  a  leading  position  in  this  branch  of  activity. 
This  business  was  founded  in  1863  by  Mr.  Archibald 
McFarlane,  senior,  who  has  since  been  aided  by  his  sons, 
Mr.  Archibald  McFarlane,  junior,  and  Mr.  Walter 
McFarlane.  The  premises,  situated  at  81  and  83, 
Cathedral  Street,  comprise  a  spacious  building  of  three 
flats,  furnished  throughout  with  plant  and  machinery  of 
the  most  modern  construction,  including  circular  saws, 
planing,  grooving,  turning,  and  boring  machines  driven 
by  steam  power,  and  specially  designed  to  facilitate  the 
operations  of  the  business.  The  class  of  work  under- 
taken by  the  firm  embraces  the  execution  of  extensive 


building  contracts  in  all  parts  of  the  district,  in  which 
we  may  mention  the  erection  of  the  handsome  pile  of 
Burgh  Buildings  for  the  municipal  authorities  at  Mary- 
hill;  Spiers'  Institute,  Beith  ;  the  roof  of  Glasgow  Cattle 
Market  for  the  market  trust ;  and  are  at  present  execu- 
ting the  joiner  and  carpenter  work  of  Glasgow  General 
Post  Office.  An  important  department  of  the  business  is 
the  manufacture  of  packing  cases  for  the  principal  firms 
in  the  district,  and  in  which  Messrs.  McFarlane  have 
been  highly  successful  in  securing  an  extensive  and 
valuable  connection.  About  40  skilled  hands  are 
employed  in  the  various  departments  of  the  business, 
which  is  capably  and  efficiently  controlled  under  the 
personal  direction  of  the  principals,  whose  thoroughly 
practical  knowledge  of  the  trade  ensures  perfection  in 
every  detail  of  the  management  of  this  eminently 
successful  commercial  undertaking. 
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JOHN     DOVE,     Basket,     Perambulator     and     Invalids'     Carriage     Manufacturer, 
31  and  33,  St.  Andrew  Street,  and  1  and  42,  St.  Andrew  Square,  Glasgow. 


Glasgow,  with  its  vast  multiplicity  of  industries, 
possesses  no  individual  branch  ot  activity  which  can  be 
said  to  confer  greater  benefits  upon  the  general 
community  than  is  supplied  by  her  basket  and  peram- 
bulator manufacture,  which  two  businesses  unquestion- 
ably find  their  most  perfect  exemplification  in  the  house 
of  Mr.  John  Dove,  of  St.  Andrew  Street,  and  St. 
Andrew  Square.  The  business  was  founded  by  the 
present  senior  princi- 
pal thirty  three  years 
ago,  and  from  its  com- 
mencement the  pro- 
gress made  has  been 
commensurate  with 
the  magnificent  spirit 
of  enterprise  which 
has  ever  characterised 
the  administration. 
Mr.  John  Dove  as- 
sumed, some  years 
ago,  his  two  sons, 
Messrs.  Donald  and 
William  S.  Dove,  into 
partnership,  and  these 
gentlemen  ably  and 
intelligently  co-ope- 
rating with  the  founder 
of  the  concern  main- 
tain the  high  and  in- 
fluential character  of 
the  house  in  a  man- 
ner well  calculated  to 
ensure  the  highest  commercial  success.  The  premises 
occupied  in  St.  Andrew  Street  are  admirably  adapted 
to  the  trade  carried  on,  and  afford  excellent  facilities 
and  accommodation  for  a  very  large  stock,  which  is 
displayed  to  excellent  advantage  in  the  several  show- 
rooms of  the  warehouse.  Mr.  John  Dove  has  several 
specialties  of  manufacture,  one  of  which  is  Basket- 
making,  and  his  stock  of  these  invaluable  articles  is 
certainly  the  largest  in  Glasgow,  and  his  output  perhaps 
unequalled   by  any  house  in   Scotland.     The  stock  of 


Perambulators,  too,  manufactured  at  the  Works,  42, 
St.  Andrew  Square,  embraces  every  possible  style  and 
shape,  and  includes  a  great  many  novel  and  attractive 
designs,  all  painted  and  finished  in  the  most  artistic 
manner.  Another  specialty  is  the  "New  Mail  Cart  " 
which  has  been  found  so  useful  in  developing  the 
physique  and  improving  the  health  of  both  boys  and 
girls.  Mr.  John  Dove  shows  a  large  variety 
ar&_==t_  of     these     popular 

vehicles,  which  for 
lightness,  strength  and 
durability,  cannot  be 
surpassed.  Briefly 

summarised,  the  gen- 
eral stock  will  be 
found  to  consist  of 
Baskets,  Perambula- 
tors, Invalids'  Car- 
riages, Woodware, 
Cradles,  Brushes, 
Newspaper  Racks, 
Travelling  Hampers, 
Mats  and  Matting,  and 
every  conceivable  de- 
scription of  wicker 
furniture.  The  whole 
of  these  goods  afford 
evidence  of  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Dove  has 
not  sacrificed  material, 
substance,  and  work- 
manship to  mere  price, 
although  in  respect  to  the  last-named  feature  the 
general  buyer  will  have  no  reason  to  complain,  for  the 
house  is  well  able  to  hold  its  own  with  its  most  enter- 
prising and  competitive  rivals  in  whatsoever  district 
located.  Not  only  the  magnitude  of  the  concern,  but 
the  management  with  its  close  and  capable  supervision 
are  features  reflecting  the  highest  credit  upon  the 
proprietary,  and  there  is  every  augury  of  an  enhanced 
and  ever-increasing  prospective  success. 


HE 


WESTBOURNE     GARDENS    SCHOOL    for    the    Education    of    Young    Ladies. 
The  Misses  Levack,  33  and  34,  Westbourne  Gardens,   Kelvinside,  Glasgow. 


We  notice  among  the  names  of  the  referees  of  this  large 
and  superior  seminary  those  of  Sir  John  Burns,  Bart., 
Castle  Wemyss,  Wemyss  Bay,  J.  A.  Campbell,  Ll.D., 
M.P.,  Dr.  Macleod,  Professor  McKendrick,  of  Glasgow 
University,  Rev.  Professor  Lindsay,  of  the  Free  Church 
College,  Glasgow,  Sir  James  Marwick,  Ll.D.,  of  Kil- 
lermont,  Glasgow,  and  many  other  distinguished  men 
at  home  and  abroad.  To  win  such  distinguished  pat- 
ronage, it  goes  without  saying  that  the  Misses  Levack 
must  have  brought  special  qualifications  to  bear  on  that 
important  department  of  education  to  which  they  are 
devoted,  and  must  have  displayed  conspicuous  ability 
in  the  management  and  organization  of  the  educational 
scheme  of  this  establishment.  The  School  is  situated 
in  the  centre  of  the  finest  part  of  the  West  End.     The 


premises  are  handsome  and  splendidly  fitted  up  for 
educational  purposes,  the  pupils  being  entirely  day 
students,  no  boarders  being  kept.  The  educational  facili- 
ties provided  by  the  Misses  Levack  are  of  wide  range 
and  of  the  highest  order.  The  teaching  staff  includes 
the  best  qualified  English  and  Foreign  Professors  and 
Governesses,  and  is  exceptionally  large,  the  average 
attendance  of  pupils  being  no  less  than  a  hundred.  Every 
care  is  bestowed  by  the  Misses  Levack  on  the  general 
conducl  of  the  School,  and  the  important  matters 
of  sanitation  and  hygiene  are  specially  attended  to. 
No  better  establishment  exists  anywhere  of  the  kind, 
and  the  distinguished  success  it  has  attained  has  been 
fairly  won  by  a  skill  and  capacity  as  rare  as  they  are 
eminent  and  invaluable. 


132 


Commercial    Glasgow. 


STEVENSON    &    Co.,    Photographers    (Mrs.    Hutchison,    Manageress), 
109,     Bothwell    Street,    Glasgow. 


In  common  with  every  other  branch  of  art,  the 
science  of  Photography  has,  within  the  past  decade, 
made  rapid  progress  towards  that  stage  of  perfection 
embodied  in  the  hopes  and  aspirations  of  its  numerous 
votaries,  both  amateur  and  professional.  In  the  latter 
class  the  City  ot  Glasgow  is  fortunate  in  the  possession 
of  some  of  the  most  eminent  representatives  of  the  art 
in  the  Kingdom,  amongst  whom  we  have  pleasure  in 
selecting  for  special  recognition  the  well-known  firm  of 
Messrs.  Stevenson  and  Co.,  Photographic  Artists, 
whose  widely-patronised  establishment  provides  the 
subject  of  this  brief  descriptive  sketch.  The  business 
was  commenced  by  Mr.  Stevenson  about  three  years 
since,  and,  under  the  management  of  Mrs.  Hutchison, 
Mr.  Stevenson's  daughter,  one  of  the  most  expert 
operators  in  the  City,  has  rapidly  developed  and 
extended  to  its  present  successful  proportions.  The 
premises  occupied  by  the  firm  are  situated  at  109, 
Bothwell  Street,  and  comprise  handsome  and  commo- 
dious shop  on  the  ground  floor,  which  is  effectively 
utilised  for  the  exhibition  of  a  choice  selection  of  oil 
paintings  and  high-class  specimens  of  the  productions 
of  the  firm.  At  the  rear  of  the  establishment  is  pro- 
vided a  well  -  appointed  and  conveniently  -  arranged 
dressing-room,  and  on  the  upper  flat  is  the  handsomely- 
furnished  studio.     The  latter  is  fully  equipped  with  new 


and  improved  apparatus  of  the  most  modern  construc- 
tion, and  is  also  provided  with  scenic  and  other  acces- 
sories of  the  most  recherche  character.  The  productions 
of  the  firm  are  of  the  highest  degree  of  excellence,  and, 
whether  in  cartes-de-visite,  cabinet  portraits,  groups, 
promenade  portraits,  or  vignettes,  are  unrivalled  in  the 
City  for  faithfulness  of  portraiture  and  delicacy  of  finish. 
Great  attention  is  also  given  to  amateurs'  work. 
Special  attention  is  devoted  to  children's  portraits,  in 
which  Mrs.  Hutchison,  the  skilful  operator,  has  gained 
the  most  pronounced  success,  even  infants  being  made 
subject  to  the  lady's  kindly  influence,  thus  ensuring  the 
perfection  of  pose  so  indispensable  to  the  lifelike  pre- 
sentment of  our  little  ones.  A  widespread  and  influen- 
tial connection  has  been  established  by  the  firm,  whose 
studio  is  daily  patronised  by  many  of  the  leading 
resident  families  in  the  City,  and  has  also  secured  a 
substantial  and  gratifying  measure  of  popular  support 
from  all  classes  of  the  general  public  in  the  district. 
In  conclusion,  we  may  be  permitted  to  congratulate 
Messrs.  Stevenson  on  their  prominent  success — a 
success  which  owes  much  to  the  courteous  attention  and 
remarkable  operative  skill  of  their  universally  popular 
lady  manageress,  Mrs.  Hutchison,  whose  connection 
with  the  establishment  has  been  distinctly  advantageous 
to  the  interests  of  the  proprietors  and  their  numerous 
and  rapidly-increasing  clientele. 


ROBERT  WILKIE,  Umbrella,  Portmanteau,  Bag  and  Trunk  Manufacturer,  69,  Candleriggs; 

and    1,   3,    and   5,    Wilson    Street,    Glasgow. 


For  nearly  a  century  past  the  great  commercial 
undertaking  now  successfully  conducted  by  Mr.  Robert 
Wilkie,  Umbrella,  Portmanteau,  Bag,  and  Trunk 
Manufacturer,  69,  Candleriggs;  and  1,  3,  and  5,  Wilson 
Street,  Glasgow,  has  held  a  prominently  leading  position 
in  this  branch  of  industry,  fully  meriting  mention  in 
these  records  of  the  mercantile  progress  of  this  great 
metropolis  of  the  north.  The  actual  date  of  the  founda- 
tion of  the  business  was  1793,  and  after  passing  through 
several  changes  of  proprietorship,  was  ultimately  acquired 
by  Mr.  Wilkie  some  time  ago.  The  premises  occupied 
by  this  gentleman  form  a  striking  and  attractive  feature 
of  this  busy  thoroughfare,  occupying  a  commanding 
position  at  the  junction  of  Candleriggs  and  Wilson 
Street,  and  immediately  facing  the  new  entrance  to  the 
Bazaar,  the  establishment  standing  out  as  a  familiar 
landmark  of  the  district.  Handsome  plate  glass  win- 
dows with  extensive  street  frontage  are  devoted  to  the 
display  of  the  high-class  stock,  and  present  a  splendid 
exhibition  of  the  leading  specialities  of  the  house.  The 
interior  is  elegantly  appointed  and  decorated  with  great 
taste,  and  here  the  visitor  has  an  opportunity  of  inspect- 
ing a  very  large  and  most  comprehensive  assortment  of 
goods  of  this  description.  This  includes  in  the  various 
departments  ladies'  or  gentlemen's  silk  and  other 
umbrellas,  with  handles  and  mounts  of  modern  design  ; 
portmanteaus,  bags,  and  travelling  trunks  of  solid 
leather  and  sound  workmanship  ;  gentlemen's  waterproof 


coats  and  ladies'  capes  and  indiarubber  goods  ;  football 
and  cricketing  requisites,  and  an  immense  variety  of 
richly  mounted  dressing  cases,  desks,  work  boxes, 
albums,  book  slides,  hand  mirrors,  purses,  pocket  books, 
and  every  description  of  fancy  leather  goods,  &c.  Spacious 
work  rooms  in  the  basement  provide  accommodation  for 
the  manufacturing  operations  of  the  business,  and  repairs 
of  every  description  are  also  executed  by  skilled  work- 
men employed  for  this  purpose.  As  an  instance  of  the 
promptitude  with  which  this  class  of  work  is  completed 
at  this  establishment,  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  pro- 
prietor undertakes  the  re-covering  of  an  umbrella 
within  the  very  short  space  of  30  minutes,  an  evidence 
of  the  order  and  system  with  which  the  department  is 
conducted.  Mr.  Wilkie  is  also  proprietor  of  a  branch 
establishment  situated  at  286,  Argyle  Street,  which  was 
founded  by  the  father  of  this  gentleman  upwards  of 
half  a  century  ago,  and  which  is  stocked  with  similar 
goods  to  the  Candleriggs  emporium,  the  whole  business 
being  conducted  under  the  personal  supervision  of  the 
principal,  who  has  by  his  energetic  management  and 
courteous  attention  to  the  requirements  of  his  numerous 
patrons  established  a  connection  embracing  the  leading 
nobility,  clergy,  xand  gentry  in  all  parts  of  Scotland. 
Mr.  Wilkie  is  widely  known  and  esteemed  in  com- 
mercial circles,  and  the  ability,  prudence,  and  enterprise 
which  have  distinguished  his  conduct  of  this  remarkably 
developed  business  concern,  place  him  in  the  foremost 
category  of  the  mercantile  successes  of  the  country. 
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MESSRS.    DONALDSON    BROTHERS,    Shipowners,    Glasgow.      Telegrams,    "Donaldson." 


Among  the  enterprising  firms  which  contribute  a  large 
quota  to  the  immense  ocean-carrying  trade  of  Great 
Britain,  that  of  Messrs.  Donaldson  Brothers,  of  this 
port,  deserves  prominent  notice  in  these  pages.  The 
Donaldson  Line  was  inaugurated  some  forty  years  back 
by  the  brothers,  who  gave  its  name  to  the  enterprise, 
and  by  their  energy  and  perseverance  it  was  steadily 
raised  to  a  prominent  position  among  our  commercial 
marine.  The  present  partners  are  Mr.  Archibald  F. 
Donaldson,  Mr.  James  D.  Bonnar,  and  Mr.  Norman 
Macleod.  The  splendid  flotilla  of  first-class  steamers 
controlled  by  Messrs.  Donaldson  Brothers  is  en- 
gaged in  a  widely-extended  transatlantic  trade,  and 
affords  one  of  the  best  transit  mediums  between  this 
country  and  North  and  South  America.  Regular 
services  are  provided  for  Quebec,  Montreal,  and  Halifax, 
N.S.  ;  to  Baltimore,  for  United  States  trade  ;  and  to 
Monte  Video,  Buenos  Ayres,  and  Rosaria.  Owing  to 
the  splendid  means  of  inland  communication  between 
most  of  these  ports  and  the  western  districts  of  the 
Continent,  the  Messrs.  Donaldson  are  enabled  to  for- 
ward goods  at  through  rates  to  almost  all  parts  of 
North   and   South   America,   or  accept  consignments  of 


the  same  for  conveyance  to  the  Old  World.  Considering 
the  enormous  volume  and  rapid  growth  of  the  trans- 
atlantic trade,  such  a  ready  means  of  carriage  as  is 
provided  by  this  eminent  firm  forms  one  of  the  most 
important  links  in  the  chain  of  commercial  solidarity 
between  the  Western  Republics  and  this  country.  As 
to  the  fleet  itself,  its  merits  are  too  well  known  to  call 
for  any  lengthened  remarks.  The  vessels  comprise  the 
well-known  100  Ai  steamships,  "  Amarynthia,"  4,000 
tons;  "  Concordia,"  2,540  tons  ;  "  Colina,"  2,001  tons; 
"  Alcides,"  3,400  tons;  "  Warwick,"  2,530  tons;  and 
the  barques  "  Chilian  "  and  "  Santona."  Though 
fitted  up  with  excellent  accommodation  for  passengers 
these  vessels  are  mainly  engaged  in  the  cargo  and 
cattle  trade.  They  carry  all  kinds  of  produce  as  well 
as  manufactured  goods,  and  are  particularly  favoured 
by  the  wholesale  provision  exporters.  The  firm  have 
long  enjoyed  a  reputation  par  excellence  as  live-stock 
carriers,  and  the  rapid  growth  of  the  trade  has  been  not 
a  little  promoted  by  them,  and  they  may  be  regarded  as 
the  most  enterprising  pioneers  in  a  branch  of  commerce 
which  must  eventually  assume  proportions  of  still  greater 
magnitude. 


H.     ROSS,    Umbrella    Manufacturer,    60,    Argyle    Street  ;     141, 

138,  Sauchiehall  Street,  Glasgow. 


New     City     Road  ;     and 


A  notable  instance  of  rapid  trading  expansion  and 
development  in  Glasgow  is  presented  in  the  operations 
of  the  business  of  Mr.  H.  Ross,  established  in  1877,  and 
now  occupying  a  position  of  the  first  importance  and 
distinction  in  the  umbrella  manufacturing  trade.  This 
business  has  indicated  a  progressiveness  consistent  with 
the  energy  that  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  its 
control,  and  its  constant  increases  in  popular  favour  are 
the  outcome  of  well-applied  tact  and  enterprise.  From 
141,  New  City  Road — where  the  business  was  first 
located — it  became  extended  to  Argyle  Street,  and,  in 
consequence  of  further  accumulations,  the  proprietor,  in 
1890,  entered  upon  the  handsome  and  well-appointed 
establishment  in  Renfield  Street,  where  the  principal 
trade  of  the  house  is  now  concentred.  The  premises  in 
this  busy  thoroughfare  have  been  thoroughly  brought 
up  to  date  in  all  matters  of  arrangement  and  appoint- 
ment, and  all  the  elements  of  artistic  taste  and  elegance 
are  presented  in  the  interior,  where  large  upright  glass 
show  cases  are  made  available  for  the  purposes  of 
display.  The  utmost  precision  and  care  is  manifested 
in  the  disposal  of  the  numerous  departments,  and  the 
miscellaneous  arrays  of  umbrellas  and  walking  sticks 
(both  plain  and  mounted  in  gold  and  silver)  are  submitted 
to  inspection  under  the  most  brilliant  and  effective 
conditions.  The  most  fastidious  taste  will  be  readily 
gratified  by  the  selections  shown  throughout  this  estab- 
lishment and  those  also  at  Argyle  Street  and  New  City 
Road  ;  while  the  finish,  substantiality,  and  artistic  taste 
by  'which  every  item  is  characterised  may  be  said  to 
recommend  the  productions  of  this  firm  to  the  considera- 
tion of  all  classes.  As  a  manufacturer  whose  aim  is  to 
provide  handsome  and  well-made  umbrellas  at  the 
minimum  over  the  cost  of  production,  Mr.  Ross  has  so 
manipulated  his  mechanical  and  general  resources  as  to 


attain  this  object  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the 
interests  of  the  trade  as  well  as  to  those  of  his  world- 
wide clientele.  In  the  colonies  where  the  manufacture 
of  umbrellas  has  not  yet  been  developed  to  any  material 
extent  (if  at  all  engaged  in),  Mr.  Ross's  umbrellas  are  in 
constant  demand  and  requisition.  He  sends  these  goods 
as  far  as  India  and  China,  and  the  growing  taste  for 
ornamentation  in  this  indispensable  item  of  personal 
equipment  is  well  provided  for  in  the  choice  novelties 
and  specialities  that  emanate  from  the  factory  in  Great 
Clyde  Street.  Here  the  entire  industry  of  umbrella  making 
is  represented  on  a  standard  of  admirable  completeness, 
and  the  simple  fact  that  the  making  and  finishing  of  an 
umbrella  in  30  minutes,  and  the  covering  of  one  in 
20  minutes,  can  be  accomplished  at  any  time,  or  to 
any  special  order,  will  no  doubt  appear  surprising  to 
those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Ross  has  embodied  in  his  operations  every  ingenious 
device  and  contrivance  tending  to  improve  the  character 
and  resources  of  his  well-organised  industry.  As  the 
medium  of  an  immense  wholesale  trade,  the  business  is  a 
factor  of  great  and  increasing  value  in  the  advancement 
of  the  industry  it  represents,  and  the  quality  and 
excellence  of  its  productions  have  already  acquired 
well-deserved  celebrity  without  the  aid  of  any  form  of 
ostentatious  trading  or  advertisement.  Commanding 
the  operations  of  a  large  staff  of  work-people  and  shop 
assistants,  Mr.  Ross  is  enabled  to  provide  for  all  the 
exigencies  of  a  trade  the  ramifications  of  which  manifest 
unlimited  development  ;  and  at  the  head  of  what  is 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  flourishing  concerns  of  its 
kind  in  the  western  metropolis,  Mr.  Ross  maintains  his 
reputation  and  noteworthiness  with  the  ability  and  tact 
whereby  those  enviable  marks  of  commercial  distinction 
have  been  already  gained. 
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MANUEL   &   WEBSTER,    Italian  Warehousemen,  Family  Grocers,    and  "Wine  Merchants, 

137,    Buchanan    Street,    Glasgow. 


It  would  be  indeed  difficult  to  find  either  in  Glasgow 
or  its  environs  an  establishment  associated  with 
the  Italian  goods  and  grocery  trades  standing  in  higher 
repute  than  does  the  well-known  and  old-established 
house  controlled  under  the  above-mentioned  style.  The 
business  was  founded  by  Mr.  Isaac  Baxter  some  fifty 
years  ago,  and  has  been  successfully  conducted  by  the 
present  firm  for  the  past  thirty-five  years.  The  premi- 
ses, which  have  now  been  occupied  for  twenty  years, 
comprise  a  magnificent  double  shop  of  exceptionally 
large  proportions,  the  far-extending  rear  being 
admirably  lighted  from  a  single  glass-covered  bay. 
Beneath  the  shop  are  the  extensive  wine  cellars,  as  well 
as  the  bakehouses  occupied  in  the  making  of  the  choice 
confectionery  and  fancy  bread  which  grace  the  windows 
and  counters  of  the  emporium.  The  entire  establish- 
ment is  admirably  adapted  to  the  carrying  on  of  an 
extensive  and  thoroughly  select  trade,  neither  pains  nor 
expense  having  been  taken  into  account  in  fitting  it  up 
with  the  most  improved  appointments,  fittings,  machin- 
ery, and  appliances.  The  firm  employ  a  large  staff  of 
warehousemen  and  confectioners,  and  their  vans  cover 
Glasgow  and  its  environs  delivering  the  produce  of  the 
establishment  to  patrons  in  all  parts.  The  stock  of 
goods,  as  becomes  a  business  of  this  magnitude,  is  very 
large  and  comprehensive,  being  replete  with  all  the 
best  features  of  the  various  lines  engaged  in,  and 
fully   representative    of    the    trade    in    all    branches — 


indeed  one  of  the  features  upon  which  the  members  of 
the  firm  pride  themselves,  apart  from  the  quality  of 
the  goods,  is  the  large  and  varied  stock  always 
on  hand  ;  and  in  the  several  departments  of  this 
extensive  establishment  is  probably  to  be  found  the 
largest,  and  certainly  the  best  selected,  stock  of  general 
groceries,  Italian  goods,  teas,  coffees,  spices,  chocolate, 
confections,  wines  and  spirits,  and  elegant  comestibles 
to  be  met  with  in  this  great  industrial  metropolis.  In 
the  selection  and  purchase  of  their  goods  Messrs. 
Manuel  and  Webster  exercise  that  great  care  which 
is  acquired  only  by  long  and  continued  practical 
experience,  and  the  extensive  and  rapid  sales  enable 
the  firm  to  buy  in  large  lines  direct  from  the  importers, 
whereby  they  are  in  a  position  to  offer  these  goods  to 
their  customers  of  a  quality  and  at  a  price  with  which 
it  is  impossible  for  small  dealers  to  compete.  The 
bakery  is  equipped  in  first-rate  style  for  the  production 
of  bride  cake,  sultana  cake,  Scottish  short  cake,  buns  ; 
plum,  seed,  currant,  and  other  cakes.  Every  feature  of 
this  attractive  establishment  bespeaks  the  studious  care 
with  which  every  minute  detail  of  the  business  has 
been  evolved.  The  conduct  of  the  house  could  not  be 
in  more  acceptable  hands  than  Messrs.  Manuel  ane> 
Webster's,  and  these  gentlemen  have  long  enjoyed  an 
enviable  reputation  in  Glasgow  circles,  both  on  account 
of  their  individual  private  work  and  accredited  com- 
mercial excellence. 


J.    C.    POTTAGE,    Homoeopathic    Chemist,    St.    Vincent    Street,    Glasgow. 


A  great  deal  has  been  heard  lately  about  the  excellent 
sustaining,  dietetic  qualities  of  the  kola  nut  ;  but  com- 
paratively few  people  are  aware  to  whom  the  honour  of 
introducing  this  West  African  product  into  Scotland  is 
due.  It  may  be  here  mentioned  that  Mr.  Pottage  is 
a  thorough-going  pharmacist,  and  he  may  justly  be 
called  the  "apostle  of  the  North,"  so  far  as  Pharmacology 
is  concerned.  The  British  Homeopathic  Pharmaceutic 
Association  has  for  several  years  appointed  him  presi- 
dent, and  it  was  in  this  capacity  that  he,  last  year,  read 
his  paper  entitled  "  Kola  ;  its  history  and  character- 
istics." As  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Pottage  was  the 
first  to  introduce  the  now  very  popular  preparations  of 
this  great  sustaining  and  powerful  dietetic — the  West 
African  kola  nut — into  Scotland.  These  preparations 
are  so  well  and  widely  known  that  it  is  almost  super- 
fluous to  say  anything  respecting  them.  It  is  a  matter 
of  notoriety  that  some  of  the  most  eminent  medical  men 
and  scientists  have  publicly  expressed  themselves  as 
highly  pleased  with  the  produces — notably,  Baron  Von 
Bush,  the  eminent  scientist  and  President  of  the 
Awards  Committee,  Edinburgh  Exhibition,  1890  ;  Dr. 
Wilson,  F.R.S.,  Editor  of  Health,  The  Magazine  of 
Pharmacy,  London  ;  and  several  other  high  authorities 
on  dietetics.  It  is  safe  to  predict  that  the  kola  prepara- 
tions have  a  very  successful  future  before  them,  and  the 


greatest  praise  and  honour  are  due  to  Mr.  Pottage  for 
his  enterprise  in  introducing  the  products  into  this 
country. 

Among  the  various  specialities  of  the  firm  are  the 
Electric  Sulphur  Egg,  which  has  been  found  of  great 
service  in  rheumatic  and  neuralgic  derangements. 
Phospha  is  a  concentrated  nerve  tonic  and  brain  former ; 
while  Citrate  of  Euonymin  is  a  wonderfully  elegant  and 
delectable  form  of  taking  this  invaluable  but  not — 
ordinarily — too-palatable  liver  remedy. 

Mr.  Pottage  is  generally  to  be  found  at  his  very 
handsome  place  of  business,  117,  Princes  Street, 
Edinburgh,  opposite  the  Castle,  and  anyone  who  is 
acquainted  with  that  splendid  city  will  readily  under- 
stand and  appreciate  Mr.  Pottage's  preference.  He  is, 
however,  in  constant  touch  with  his  Glasgow  manager 
(Mr.  Robinson),  a  duly  qualified  chemist,  an  associate 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  diplome  of  the 
Manchester  College  of  Pharmacy,  and,  needless  to  add, 
an  enthusiastic  believer  in  the  efficacy  of  Homeopathy. 
Mr.  Pottage's  connection  with  the  business  has  now 
extended  for  over  thirty-two  years,  his  establishment  in 
St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  having  been  founded  in  1863. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mr.  Pottage  has  had  a  long 
and  successful  business  career,  and,  it  may  also  be 
added,  an  honourable  one. 
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MR.    THOMAS    NICOL,    Quilt    Manufacturer,    208,    Govan     Street,    Glasgow. 


There  are  two  ways  of  conducting  a  business  :  one  is 
to  continue  on  ofd-fashioned  lines  and  ignore  all  sug- 
gestions as  to  scope  for  improvement ;  the  other  is  to 
devote  cne's  whole  powers  and  energies  to  devising 
advantageous  changes,  and  thereby  revolutionize  a 
trade  previously  carried  on  in  a  modest  way.  The  one 
policy  may  procure  a  tolerable  living  ;  the  other,  when 
enterprise  is  well  considered  and  well  directed,  leads  to 
high  commercial  success,  and,  probably,  to  fortune. 
Thus  is  exemplified  the  undoubted  fact  that  in  indus- 
trial or  commercial,  as  in  professional  life,  talent  is 
bound  to  out-distance  mediocrity. 

It  is  on  such  lines  as  those  which  are  here  com- 
mended that  Mr.  Thomas  Nicol,  Quilt  Manufacturer, 
of  208,  Govan  Street,  Glasgow,  has  consistently 
managed  his  business  ;  and  what  has  been  the  result  ? 
The  result  has  been  that,  from  comparatively  small 
beginnings,  he  has, 
within  the  space 
of  twenty  years, 
attained  a  pre-emi- 
nent position  in  the 
trade  ;  owns  a  fac- 
tory, specially  built 
for  his  require- 
ments, such  as 
probably  did  not 
anywhere  exist  pre- 
viously in  connec- 
tion with  this  par- 
ticular business  ; 
employs  something 
like  six  hundred 
hands,  though  he 
utilises  machinery 
to  a  remarkable 
extent  in  the  pro- 
cesses of  manu- 
facture ;  imports 
large  quantities  of 
materials  directly 
from  abroad,  and  has  trade  connections  which  extend 
all  over  the  world,  and  has  a  branch  warehouse  in 
Manchester  and  London.  This  is  a  truly  remarkable 
record  of  results  achieved. 

A  visit  to  Mr.  Nicol's  factory  will  enhance  the 
impression  which  the  foregoing  general  observations 
are  calculated  to  inspire.  Originally  Mr.  Nicol 
carried  on  business  at  53,  Cochrane  Street,  and  he  also 
opened  a  factory  in  the  Calton.  As  time  went  on,  however, 
it  became  manifest  that  continued  occupancy  of  those 
premises  was  impossible,  having  regard  to  the  in- 
creased volume  of  trade,  the  consequent  stimulus  given 
to  production,  and  the  very  much  greater  manufacturing 
facilities  which  had  become  essential.  The  premises  at 
208,  Govan  Street,  were  accordingly  built,  specially  to 
meet  Mr.  Nicol's  requirements,  and  no  expense  was 
spared  in  adapting  them  thereto.  When  completed,  the 
entire  business  was,  about  a  year  ago,  removed  thither. 
They  comprise  an  imposing  five-storied  brick  building, 
fire-proof  throughout ;  and  behind  this  a  range  of  six 
weaving  sheds,  which  contain  over  two  hundred  wide 
power  looms  for  weaving  bed  quilts,  table  covers,   and 


curtains.  These  are  constructed  on  the  newest  and 
most  improved  principles,  and  capable  of  weaving  cloth 
up  to  120  inches  wide.  Adjacent  to  this  department  is 
the  engine  and  boiler  house.  Some  idea  of  the  mechani- 
cal capacity  of  the  factory  may  be  formed  when  it  is 
stated  that  the  compound  engines,  manufactured  by 
Messrs.  Roby  &  Co.,  of  Lincoln,  are  of  500  horse  power. 
In  the  weaving  department  a  large  number  of  females 
are  employed  at  the  looms  weaving  bed  quilts,  table 
covers,  and  curtains,  in  most  artistic  designs  and  of  the 
most  attractive  colours.  On  the  floor  above,  reached 
by  an  iron  stairway,  there  is  a  spacious  apartment  about 
sixty  feet  in  length,  finely  lighted  by  numerous  windows. 
This  is  utilised  as  a  packing  and  ware  room  ;  here  there 
are  large  side  counters  for  packing  purposes  and  for  the 
display  of  goods.  Not  only  is  this  apartment  spacious 
and  well  lighted,  as  has  been  mentioned,  but  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly ornate, 
the  walls  and  ceil- 
ing being  of  stained 
wood,  highly  pol- 
ished. Above  this 
is  another  ware 
room  where  large 
stocks  of  goods  are 
kept,  including 
quilts  of  all  kinds 
and  varieties,  not- 
able amongst  which 
are,  of  course,  the 
famed  Arctic  or 
goose-down  quilts. 

It  is  on  this  flat 
that  the  finely  ap- 
pointed offices  are 
situated.  Leaving 
this  department,  the 
purifying  depart- 
ment is  reached. 
This  is  isolated 
from  the  others 
by  means  of  iron  doors.  It  is  here  that  the  down  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  down  quilts,  which  have  now 
become  so  popular,  is  purified.  This  is  a  somewhat 
complicated  process,  and  one  involving  most  careful 
manipulation.  The  down  is  received  from  Russia  in  its 
crude  state  in  bags,  and  before  it  can  be  utilised  for 
stuffing  purposes  it  has  to  be  subjected  at  different 
stages  to  the  action  of  high  pressed  steam  and  hot  air, 
in  order  that  all  impurities  and  germs  of  animal  life 
may  be  eliminated,  and  the  down  thoroughly  dried.  To 
these  various  stages  different  rooms  are  assigned.  On 
the  next  flat  the  down,  after  its  purification,  is  applied 
to  the  filling  of  quilts.  Besides  this  department  there 
is  a  series  of  others  on  the  same  flat.  These  include  a 
large  packing  room,  warehouse,  cutting  room,  and  store 
rooms.  All  are  admirably  arranged,  and,  although 
situated  at  a  comparatively  high  altitude,  this  entails  no 
inconvenience  as  regards  raising  or  lowering  of  goods  or 
materials,  these  being  conveyed  from  and  to  the  base- 
ment by  means  of  a  hoist.  At  the  top  of  the  building, 
and  occupying  its  full  extent,  is  a  spacious  apartment 
illumined  with  over  lights.     This  is  the  machine  room,. 


I 


136 


Commercial    Glasgow. 


and  here  a  large  number  of  females  are  employed  to 
work  various  sewing  machines  of  various  sizes,  used  for 
making  the  down  quilts.  In  the  manufacture  of  these 
quilts  various  materials  are  used,  for  the  most  part 
fine  sateens  of  handsome  designs.  The  artistic  beauty 
of  the  quilts  made  at  this  factory  is  widely  noted,  and, 
as  the  high  excellence,  heretofore  attained,  is  not  only 
being  kept  up  but  surpassed,  Mr.  Nicol's  already 
extensive  trade  is  increasing  in  a  remarkable  degree. 
That  trade  ramifies  to  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  to  many  foreign  parts,  especially  Australia  and 
Canada  ;  and  to  facilitate  the  receipt  and  execution  of 
orders,  travellers  are  employed  by  Mr.  Nicol. 


The  interesting  establishment  under  notice  is 
characterised  by  the  perfection  of  order,  the  automatic 
regularity  with  which  operations  are  conducted,  and  the 
admirable  methods  which  have  been  adopted.  Special 
mention  should  be  made  of  the  fact  that  the  comfort 
and  health  of  the  employes  receive  exceptional  consider- 
ation, and,  for  the  attention  he  has  devoted  to  this 
important  matter,  the  utmost  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Nicol  ; 
such  care  as  he  exercises  on  behalf  of  his  employes  is, 
however,  just  what  might  be  expected  from  a  gentleman 
of  his  integrity  and  scrupulousness,  qualities  which  have 
won  for  him  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact,  commercially  or  socially. 


MESSRS.  GALBRAITH  &  WINTON,  General  Marble  Contractors  for  Decorative  and 
Constructive  Work ;  also  Contractors  for  Tiles  and  Mosaics,  129,  St.  Vincent  Street, 
Glasgow.     Works — 48,  Kelvin  Street. 


'Tis  sixty  years  since  the  business  carried  on  under  the 
title  of  Galbraith  and  Winton,  general  marble  con- 
tractors, was  established  in  Glasgow.  During  that 
considerable  period  the  concern  has  steadily  developed, 
and  now  its  importance  is  such  that  it  has  few  compeers 
anywhere.  The  pre-eminent  position  the  firm  have 
attained,  the  resources  at  their  command,  and  the  artis- 
tic quality  of  their  work  have  resulted  in  their  being 
entrusted  with  some  of  the  most  important  contracts 
which  have  been  given  out  in  the  West  of  Scotland  and 
elsewhere  during  at  least  two  generations.  But  the  firm 
are  to  be  complimented  on  the  fact  that  they  secured 
the  contract  for  all  the  marble  work  at  the  Glasgow 
Municipal  Buildings.  These  Buildings  constitute  one 
of  the  noblest  piles  erected  in  modern  times,  but 
splendidly  appointed  as  they  are  in  all  respects,  it  will 
probably  be  conceded  that  the  work  in  marble  and 
alabaster,  wherewith  they  are  adorned,  is  their  chief 
glory.  This  work  was  executed  by  Messrs.  Galbraith 
and  Winton.  It  remains — and  doubtless  for  genera- 
tions to  come  will  remain — a  credit  to  the  city  of 
Glasgow  and  a  memorial  of  the  firm's  skill  and  enter- 
prise. Especially  do  these  remarks  ..apply  to  the 
Banqueting  Hall  staircase,  executed  in  marbles  and 
alabaster.  This  staircase  is  palatial  in  design  and,  as 
executed  by  the  firm  under  notice,  simply  magnificent. 
Probably  there  are  few,  if  any,  in  this  country  which 
can  vie  with  it.  The  stair  and  dais  are  of  veined 
marble,  while  the  balusters  and  wall-panels  are  of 
alabaster.  The  combination  is  rich  and  impressive 
beyond  description.  But  elsewhere  in  the  Buildings 
Messrs.  Galbraith  and  Winton  did  some  notable  work. 
For  the  floors  Sicilian,  Numidian,  and  Belgian  Black 
marbles  and  Ceramic  Mosaic  were  used  ;  for  the 
Council  stair,  hand-rail,  dais,  etc.,  Brescia  marble  ;  and, 
for  the  arches,  alabaster.  Contemplating  the  artistic 
beauty  and  grandeur  of  Messrs.  Galbraith  and  Winton's 
work,  one  is  inclined  to  envy  the  Glasgow  City  Coun- 
cillors, who,  in  the  palatial  municipal  buildings,  may  be 
said  to  dwell  in  marble  halls.  Now  it  stands  to  reason 
that  a  firm  which  can  satisfactorily  complete  a  contract 
so  exacting  and  important  can  do  anything  as  marble 
contractors  ;  so  it  would  be  superfluous  to  say  anything 
further  respecting  their  capabilities  in  this  line.     It  may, 


however,  be  mentioned  that  one  of  their  specialities  is 
the  marble  panelling  of  steamship  saloons.  In  respect 
thereof  they  do  a  very  considerable  trade,  their  connec- 
tion including  some  of  the  leading  steamship  lines. 
Besides  the  constructive  and  decorative  work  in  marbles 
and  alabaster  noted,  the  firm  are  also  contractors  for 
Ceramic,  marble,  and  glass  mosaics  and  tiles  for  floors, 
walls,  and  ceilings.  The  principal  marbles  they  make 
use  of  come  from  Italy,  Ireland,  Belgium,  Portugal,  and 
Africa  ;  the  alabaster  from  Derby,  and  the  slate  from 
Wales  and  Portugal.  The  marbles  are  imported  direct 
from  the  quarries,  and  come  to  the  works  in  blocks 
ranging  from  five  to  fifteen  tons  each. 

The  firm's  showrooms,  warehouse,  and  offices  are 
situated  at  129,  St.  Vincent  Street,  and  extend  about 
one  hundred  feet  to  the  rear.  The  works,  where  turning, 
sawing,  and  polishing  by  steam  power  are  carried  on, 
are  at  48,  Kelvin  Street.  They  comprise  a  large  two- 
storey  building.  On  the  ground  floor  are  two  engines 
for  driving  saws,  etc.,  two  rubbing  floats  for  grinding 
purposes,  two  frame  saws  for  cutting  the  blocks  of 
marble  into  slabs  of  the  required  thickness,  two  rubbing 
discs  for  dressing  baths,  wash-hand  basins,  etc.,  and 
two  vertical  saws  for  cutting  out  basins ;  also  a  labour- 
saving  machine  for  working  mouldings,  a  machine  for 
making  marble  tiles,  and  a  pneumatic  machine  for 
cutting  sinkings.  On  this  same  floor  are  the  masons' 
shop,  the  slate  store,  and  the  drawing  office.  The 
second  floor  is  mainly  occupied  by  the  polishing  and 
finishing  departments.  Here  we  find  water  of  Ayr 
stone  is  used  for  "  skinning  "  the  marble,  whereby  it  is 
prepared  for  polishing.  The  mechanical  appliances  here 
comprise  a  vertical  machine  for  boring,  two  polishing 
machines,  and  a  turning  machine.  The  heavy  slabs  are 
raised  to,  and  lowered  from,  the  upper  storey  by  means 
of  a  hoist.  The  outbuildings  include  the  stables  and  a 
store  for  tiles. 

From  what  has  been  stated  it  must  be  obvious  that 
the  business  carried  on  by  the  firm  is  one  of  the  first 
importance,  and  that  the  quality  of  their  work  is  unsur- 
passed. This  latter  fact  was  made  manifest  at  the 
Edinburgh  Exhibition  of  1886,  when  Messrs.  Galbraith 
and  Winton  were  awarded  a  gold  medal. 
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ROBERT  FRENCH,  Wholesale  Hardware  Merchant,  Importer  of  French  and  German 

Goods,  118,  Trongate,  Glasgow. 


The  importation  of  French  and  German  goods,  which 
has  done  so  much  to  accelerate  the  already  brisk  and 
competitive  character  of  home  industry  and  trade, 
is  nowhere  more  creditably  represented  than  in  Glasgow ; 
and  the  success  with  which  it  has  been  combined  with 
a  large  wholesale  business  in  hardwares  may  be  illustra- 
ted by  a  brief  notice  of  the  undertaking  of  Mr.  Robert 
French,  which  has  attained  a  prosperous  standing 
consistent  with  the  manner  in  which  its  operations 
have  been  developed  during  the  past  half  century. 
Under  the  control  of  its  esteemed  founder,  Mr.  Robert 
French,  the  house  gained  rapidly  upon  the  public 
support,  and  from  first  to  last  it  has  been  favoured  by  a 
career  of  almost  exceptional  and  uninterrupted  success. 
For  some  time  after  Mr.  French's  death  it  was  carried 
on  by  his  trustees ;  but  somewhat  more  than  a  year  ago 
the  present  proprietor's  three  sons,  Messrs.  Robert, 
John,  and  James  French,  acquired  the  business  in  their 
own  right,  and  are  now  conducting  it  on  the  same  lines 
and  under  the  same  admirable  principles  that  have 
characterised  its  long  and  flourishing  existence.  The 
importance  and  magnitude  of  the  firm's  trade  is  duly 
emphasized  in  the  extent  and  capacities  of  the  four- 
storey  structure  in  the  Trongate  which  has  so  long 
formed  the  centre  of  the  business.  The  visitor  to  this 
large  establishment  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the 
almost  limitless  variety  of  goods  with  which  each  floor 
and  each  section  and  department  thereon  is  repletely 
and  exhaustively  stocked.  The  flats  are  very  extensive, 
lofty,  and  airy,  stretching  from  front  to  rear  of  the 
building,  and  presenting — under  conditions  of  great 
brilliancy  and  effectiveness — assortments  of  goods  that 
are  largely  enhanced  by  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
submitted  to  inspection.  There  are  handsome  counters 
and  shelving  all  round  each  flat,  and  the  show  cases  in 
the  centre  of  the  rooms  are  made  available  for  the  display 
of  several  recherche  novelties  and  specialties,  embracing 


items  that  are  representative  of  the  most  exquisite 
Continental  art.  It  would  be  impossible  within  the  space 
at  our  disposal  to  enter  upon  an  exhaustive  survey  of  the 
many  departments  of  the  hardware  trade  that  are  here 
exemplified.  Positively  no  detail  is  omitted  to  render 
this  establishment  a  most  complete  and  perfect  depot  for 
everything  applicable  to  those  branches  of  commerce  in 
which  it  is  an  important  and  widely  accepted  leader,  and 
there  exists  every  proper  justification  for  saying  that, 
in  respect  of  amplitude  of  resource,  Messrs.  French  are 
not  rivalled,  and  possess  trading  facilities  of  no  common 
order,  enabling  them  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  in  all 
matters  of  enterprise  and  advancement.  Messrs. 
French  considers  that  their  success  is  largely  due  to  the 
fact  that  they  pay  cash  for  all  goods  on  delivery.  They 
deal  only  in  sound  and  reliable  merchandise  tending  to 
yield  satisfaction  to  their  constituents,  and  of  such  sale- 
able qualities  as  to  ensure  moderate  and  quick  returns  of 
profit  to  retailers.  By  importing  only  the  best  pro- 
ductions of  the  French  and  German  factories  the  firm 
endeavour  to  sustain  the  reputation  of  Continental  hard- 
wares which  cheap  and  unsatisfactory  goods  have 
hitherto  tended  to  impugn  ;  and  the  name  of  the  house 
is  everywhere  identified  with  the  disposal  of  watches, 
clocks,  and  hardwares  of  a  high  standard,  at  prices  con- 
sistent with  the  favourable  means  of  importation  at  their 
command.  The  long-established  prestige  of  the  firm  may 
be  expected  to  form  the  best  and  only  necessary  en- 
dorsement of  the  excellence  of  everything  they  supply. 
Their  vast  miscellany  of  goods  finds  wide  outlet  among 
connections  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  England,  and  part  of 
Wales,  throughout  which  they  are  represented  by  a  staff 
of  nine  travellers,  and  the  whole  three  partners 
vigorously  co-operate  in  preserving  the  many  valuable  in- 
terests of  the  house  as  a  great  Metropolitan  centre  well 
founded  in  public  confidence  and  estimation,  as  well  as 
in  the  honourable  and  liberal  character  of  its  proprietary. 


ROBERT    ANDERSON,    Letterpress    Printer,    22,    Ann     Street,    Glasgow. 


The  old-established  and  very  influential  house 
designated  above  has  occupied  an  honourable  position 
in  the  trade  it  so  well  represents  for  over  half  a  century. 
This  extensive  concern  is  now  conducted  by  Messrs. 
John  and  Robert  Anderson,  sons  of  the  original 
founder,  Mr.  Robert  Anderson,  and  its  business  will  give 
a  fair  idea  of  the  progress  of  the  trade  in  Glasgow. 

The  original  site  of  the  house  was  at  85,  Queen 
Street,  but,  owing  to  the  demand  for  more  space  and 
enlarged  facilities,  it  was  subsequently  removed  to  the 
above  address.  The  Ann  Street  premises  now  include 
a  capacious  warehouse  on  the  first  floor,  and  a  letter- 
press department,  counting-house,  and  suite  of  private 
offices  on  the  floor  above.  The  fittings  of  the  latter  are 
of  the  most  modern  and  comfortable  kind,  with  every 
convenience  for  the  control  and  dispatch  of  business, 
including  telephonic  apparatus.  The  printing  house 
is  also  perfectly  modern  in  its  equipments,  and  is 
equal  to  the  production  of  first-class  work  in  all 
departments,    whether   bookwork   or   general  printing. 


In  the  warehouse  below  heavy  trade  stocks  are  stored. 
In  the  City  the  house  is  a  favourite  one,  on  account 
of  the  high  reputation  it  has  so  long  enjoyed — its  leading 
position  in  the  trade  and  the  enterprising  promptitude 
of  its  management.  Several  special  lines  and  specialities 
of  the  firm  are  important,  none  perhaps  more  so  than  its 
"  copying  mixture,"  manufactured  by  themselves,  and 
guaranteed  to  give  perfect  copies,  after  having  been 
printed  over  a  number  of  years,  all  printed  matter 
copying  quite  clearly  along  with  any  matter  that  may 
be  written  in  ordinary  copying  ink  on  the  printed  forms. 
Large  staffs  of  assistants  are  engaged  in  the  general 
work  of  the  firm,  and  the  partners  in  person  supervise 
everything.  By  their  skill  and  attention — progressive 
spirit  and  judicious  catering  for  the  needs  of  their 
clients — they  have  fully  sustained  their  widespread 
reputation,  and  gained  an  honourable  standing  among 
the  go-a-head  and  successful  business  men  of  the  great 
City,  with  whose  progress  their  firm  has  been  so  closely 
and  so  long  connected. 
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MESSRS.  W.  CLARK  &  SON,  Tin  and  Coppersmiths,  &c,  44  and  100,  John  Street,  Glasgow. 


In  a  vast  community  like  Glasgow,  with  its  infinite 
multiplicity  of  industrial  interests  and  manufacturing 
resources,  forming  an  aggregation  of  prosperity  without 
equal  in  the  records,  of  contemporary  progress,  there  are, 
of  course,  some  branches  of  activity  which  have,  by 
reason  of  their  intrinsic  importance,  contributed  in  a 
more  marked  degree  to  the  material  advancement  of  the 
City.  In  this  category  we  must  certainly  include  the 
old-established  and  noteworthy  commercial  undertaking 
conducted  by  Messrs.  William  Clark  and  Son,  Tin 
and  Coppersmiths,  which  justly  claims  precedence  in 
this  branch  of  productive  activity.  This  business  was 
founded  upwards  of  half  a  century  ago  by  the  late  Mr. 
William  Clark,  who  was  subsequently  joined  by  his 
son,  Mr.  A.  R.  Clark,  the  present  sole  proprietor,  in 
1886.  The  premises  occupied  by  the  firm  are  centrally 
situated  and  conveniently  arranged  with  warehouse, 
show-rooms,  and  offices,  at  44,  John  Street,  and  exten- 
sive works  at  No.  100,  in  the  same  street.  The  latter 
cover  a  laige  area  of  ground,  and  are  fitted  throughout 
with  new  and  improved  plant  and  machinery,  tools,  and 
appliances  for  facilitating  the  production  of  the  various 
goods  and  specialities  for  which  the  firm  bear  so  high  a 
reputation.  These  include  every  description  of  tin  and 
coppersmith's  work  of  the  usual  character  and  gas 
and  steam  fittings.  Messrs.  Clark  are  also  largely 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  tin  and  zinc-lined  packing 


cases  for  home  and  export  transit  purposes.  The 
leading  specialities  of  the  firm's  production  are,  how- 
ever, more  closely  identified  with  the  textile  manufac- 
tures of  the  City,  embracing  steam-drying  cylinders  in 
copper  and  tin  for  drying  cloth,  yarns  and  warps 
for  weaving,  copper  and  tin  rollers,  M.I.  slip  rollers, 
jacketed  copper  pans  for  colour  mixers,  copper  measures, 
ladles,  singe  plates,  oil  cups  for  lubricating  machinery, 
wheel  and  shaft  covers,  hydro-extractor  baskets,  and 
hot-air  drying  apparatus  for  stenter  machines,  and  every 
description  of  metal  appliances  in  use  by  calico  printers ; 
Turkey  red  dyers,  bleachers,  and  spinning  and  weaving 
factories.  A  large  number  of  skilled  hands  is  em- 
ployed in  the  various  departments  of  the  works,  in  order 
to  keep  pace  with  the  demands  of  the  ever-increasing 
connection  of  the  firm,  which  includes  the  leading 
houses  engaged  in  the  textile  trades  in  the  district  and 
a  wide  circle  of  general  buyers  of  this  class  of  goods. 
The  business  is  conducted  throughout  with  great  enter- 
prise under  the  direction  of  the  principal,  who  is  well 
known  in  commercial  circles,  and  has,  by  his  energetic 
administration  of  this  undertaking,  acquired  a  recog- 
nised position  in  the  ranks  of  successful  business  men  in 
the  City.  In  conclusion,  we  may  add,  for  the  information 
of  our  readers,  that  the  telephone  number  of  the  firm  is 
3413,  and  that  their  registered  telegraphic  address  is 
"  Tinsmith,"  Glasgow. 


JAMES    MURRAY    &    Co  ,  Ship  and  Steam  Ship    Chandlers,   Oil  Refiners,  and  Engineers. 
Works  :  31  and  33,  Washington  Street.     Warehouse  :   8,  Anderston  Quay,  Glasgow. 


The  large  and  highly  influential  ship  chandlery, 
oil  refining,  engineers'  furnishing,  and  paint  and  varnish 
business  conducted  by  the  above-named  firm  was 
inaugurated  in  1877,  and  now  forms  a  conspicuous 
feature  in  the  commercial  system  of  Glasgow.  The  fine 
warehouse  and  offices,  situated  at  No.  8,  Anderston 
Qua}',  are  well  appointed  and  offer  every  convenience 
for  the  effective  and  economical  working  of  the  business. 
The  works  at  31  and  33,  Washington  Street,  at  all  times 
present  a  busy  and  animated  scene  of  industrial  activity, 
and  so  complete  are  all  the  arrangements  of  the 
establishment  and  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  large 
stock  always  on  hand,  that  the  firm  stand  in  an 
unrivalled  position  to  execute  orders  of  any  magnitude 
on  the  shortest  notice  and  with  economy  and  despatch. 
Messrs.  James  Murray  &  Co.  are  the  sole 
importers  of  the  "  Empire  Cylinder  Oil  for  High-pressed 
Steam."  This  valuable  preparation  is  entirely  free  of 
acid,  thereby  effecting  no  injurious  influence  upon  iron, 
and  so  impenetrable  is  it  to  the  effects  of  heat,  that  it 
will  withstand  a  test  of  6500  degrees  Fahr.  Messrs. 
Iames  Murray  &  Co.  are  also  the  sole  manufacturers  of 
a  highly  valuable  Boiler  Tube  Stopper,  which  obviates 
the  trouble;  annoyance,  and  danger  resulting  from  leaky 
boiler  tubes,  which  too  often  give  little  or  no  warning, 
and  in  many  cases  give  out  when  it  is  dangerous  to 
reduce  the  steam  pressure.  Messrs.  James  Murray  & 
Co.'s  Tube  Stopper  is  easily  applied  and  most  effective, 
and  we  unhesitatingly  say  no  steamship  should  be 
without    them.      The    firm    also  manufacture  a  Patent 


Improved  Boiler  Tube  Scraper  and  Brush,  which  greatly 
surpasses  ali  previously  constructed  apparatus  of  the 
kind  in  the  efficient  removal  of  the  thin  scale  which 
adheres  to  the  interior  of  boiler  tubes,  causing  so  great 
a  loss  of  heat.  This  invention  has  met  with  wide 
approval  among  engineers  and  promises  to  become  of 
universal  application.  Messrs.  James  Murray  &  Co. 
are  well  known  among  engineers  for  their  Patent 
Improved  Sectional  Self-Acting  Metal  Packing, 
for  piston  rods,  valve  spindles,  and  pumps,  un- 
doubtedly the  most  effective  packing  in  the  market 
for  triple  expansion  engines  and  high-pressed  steam. 
This  packing  is  used  by  H.M.  Admiralty,  the  Anchor 
Line,  the  Allan  Line,  the  Cunard  Line,  the  Inman  Line, 
North  German  Lloyd's,  the  White  Star  Line,  and, 
indeed,  all  the  leading  steamship  companies  and 
engineering  firms  in  the  world. 

The  trade  which  Messrs.  James  Murray  &  Co.  con- 
trol is  of  a  widespread,  influential,  and  steadily  developing 
character,  the  firm  having  a  first-class  connection  with 
the  leading  maritime  concerns  of  the  Kingdom.  The 
business  in  every  department  receives  the  direct  personal 
attention  of  the  principal,  and  is  conducted  throughout 
with  marked  ability,  energy,  and  enterprise.  Mr.  James 
Murray  occupies  a  prominent  position  in  business 
circles  ;  he  is  well  known  and  highly  respected  in 
Glasgow,  and  never  for  a  moment  relaxes  his  exertions 
to  maintain  and  extend  ih°  high  reputation  his 
establishment  has  held  so  long  and  so  deservedly 
enjoyed. 
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STEWART    &    YOUNG,    Manufacturing    and    Export    Confectioners    and    Preserve     Makers, 

260,     Broad    Street,     Mile    End,    Glasgow. 


Among    the    special    industries    that    have    been     suc- 
cessfully developed  in  Glasgow,  few  are  more  interesting 
and  important  than  that  represented   by  the  above  firm. 
Messrs.  Stewart  and  Young  carry  on 
the  manufacture  of  confectionery   and 
preserves   on  a  gigantic  scale    for  the 
supply  of  the  home  and  foreign  markets. 
The  firm  was  founded  for  this  purpose, 
some  fifteen  years  ago,  by  the  present 
partners,   Mr.  Archibald    Stewart   and 
Mr.   Alexander   Young,    and    has  con- 
trolled a  business  of  colossal  dimensions 
almost  from  the  commencement.     No- 
thing could  possibly  be  better  designed 
for  an  enterprise  of  this  kind  than  the 
premises  of  the  firm.     The  main  build- 
ing is  of  four  storeys,  with  a  frontage 
of  100  yards.     Running  at  right  angles 
to  this  block  for  the  same  distance  are 
five    other    ranges   of    buildings,    and 
above   all  tower   the  two  chimneys  of 
the  concern.     The  whole  is  enclosed  by 
a  wall,  with  a  wide   space  intervening 
between  it  and  the  premises.     It  would 
be  impossible  here   to  give  any  adequate  idea   of  the 
completeness  of  the  interior  equipment  of  the  works,  or 
to  describe  the  many  ingenious  processes  and  appliances 
used   in  the    manufacture.       The  making  of   the   finer 
classes    of    confec- 
tions is  one  of  the 
nicest       operations 
imaginable,  and  the 
manufacture     of 
some    of   the    com- 
moner   kinds    is    a 
triumph  of  ingenuity 
and  skill.     We   do 
not  propose  here  to 
describe   the   modus 
operandi;   the  limits 
of  space  at  our  dis- 
posal forbid  such  an 
attempt.     Suffice  it 
to  say  that    every- 
thing is  of  the  most 
perfect        kind 
throughout,         and 
that  no  expense  or 
trouble     has     been 
spared  to  complete 
the  executive  equip- 
ment  of  the  estab- 
lishment   down    to 
the  minutest  detail. 

Special  care  is  given  to  the  selection  of  the  materials 
employed,  and  the  most  absolute  cleanliness  is  evident 
in  all  departments.  The  manufacturing  part  of  the 
business  is  carried  on  during  the  preserve  season  by  a 
staff  of  fully  400  persons,  all  of  whom  seem  to  be 
exceedingly  active  and  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
firm.     Large  as  it  is,  the  concern  in  every  respect  is  a 
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all     Nations 


model  one,  and  reflects  infinite  credit  on  the  partners, 
who  are  ably  assisted  by  the  general  manager  and  the 
heads  of  the  various  departments.  The  main  lines  of 
manufacture  are  as  follows  : — Conver- 
sation, cough,  peppermint,  cream,  and 
aromatic  lozenges;  almonds,  imperials, 
balls,  carraways,  mixtures,  and  various 
specialities  in  pan  goods  ;  boiled  sweets 
in  the  form  of  drops,  balls,  chips,  seals, 
crystals,  rocks,  and  tablets  ;  crystal- 
lized and  uncrystallized  pastilles  and 
jujubes  ;  fondants,  caramel  walnuts, 
Russian  toffy,  and  marzipan  goods  ;  a 
bewildering  variety  of  sundries,  such  as 
Japanese  nuggets,  mixed  fruit  jellies, 
butter-scotch,  preserved  ginger,  cocoa- 
nut  chips,  and  a  large  variety  of  gela- 
tine goods.  An  entire  department  is 
given  up  to  the  manufacture  of  the 
latest  novelties  in  sugar  and  gelatine 
toys.  Novelties  in  penny,  half-penny, 
four-a-penny,  and  eight-a-penny  goods 
are  continually  being  added.  All  the 
above  are_  made  in  an  infinite  variety 
of  size,  form,  and  flavouring.  The  jam  and  preserve 
department  is  on  a  similarly  extensive  and  complete 
scale,  and  includes  in  its  range  everything  known  to  the 
trade.       We  need  not  here  catalogue  the  hundred  and 

one  novelties  de- 
signed for  home  and 
foreign  use  by 
Messrs.  Stewart 
and  Young.  It  is 
enough  to  know 
that  they  are  made 
"  from  the  finest  ot 
the  fruit  "  by  thor- 
o  ughl  y  skilled 
hands.  Messrs. 
Stewart  and 
Young  have  not 
been  slow  to  meet 
the  steadily  increa- 
sing demand  for 
their  preserves.  By 
the  introduction  of 
many  new  improve- 
ments in  machinery 
theyhave  been  able, 
whilst  largely  in- 
creasing the  quan- 
tities made,  to  carry 
on  the  various  pro- 
cesses of  manufac- 
ture with  the  most  scrupulous  regard  to  cleanliness  and 
efficiency.  The  jams,  &c,  are  Put  up  in  various  ways  : 
in  jars,  bottles,  and  tins,  according  to  the  market  for 
which  they  are  intended.  They  are  also  sent  out  in  a 
great  variety  of  fancy  glass  and  earthenware  receptacles, 
and  are  universally  admitted  to  have  no  superior  in 
genuineness  and  quality.     The  volume  of  production  in 
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both  departments  is  immense,  and  is  only  surpassed  by 
the  demand  for  the  firm's  goods.  The  mercantile  depart- 
ment is  splendidly  organised,  is  provided  with  a  large 
clerical  staff,  and  is  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
partners.  The  trade  connection  includes  a  home  and 
foreign  business  of  the  most  wide-spread  character, 
tending  constantly  to  increase,  and  conducted  on  the 
best  lines.  Punctuality  in  the  despatch  of  orders,  atten- 
tion to  packing  and  transport,  and  a  readiness  to  meet 
special  wants  are  the  striking  features  of  the  distributive 
department.  If  the  firm  is  famous  for  one  thing  more 
than  another,  it  is  for  its  attention  to  the  wishes  of  the 


great  public,  young  and  old,  for  which  it  finally  caters  ; 
ever  devising  novelties  for  their  gratification  and 
exhausting  the  resources  of  invention  in  administering  to 
their  tastes  and  wishes.  Happily,  the  reward  of  this 
exertion  has  been  forthcoming  ;  and  the  very  eminent 
reputation  enjoyed  by  Messrs.  Stewart  and  Young,  both 
with  the  trade  and  the  public,  fairly  won  as  it  has 
been,  cannot  fail  to  be  a  powerful  factor  in  the  future 
prosperity  of  their  ambitious  and  admirably-managed 
enterprise.  Telegraphic  address  :  "  Preserves,"  Glas- 
gow ;    telephone  No.  2551. 


STEPHEN    ADAM    &    Co.,    Glass    Stainers    and    Decorators, 
231,    St.    Vincent    Street,    Glasgow. 


It  is  now  exactly  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  Messrs. 
Adam  and  Small  established  the  well-known  glass 
staining  and  decorating  business  now  conducted  with 
so  much  success  by  Mr.  Stephen  Adam,  trading  under 
the  designation  mentioned  at  the  head  of  this  review. 
The  proprietor  of  these  stained  glass  works  is  an  accom- 
plished master  of  the  beautiful  art  of  which  he  has  made 
such  a  profound  study  ;  and  possessing  a  mature  expe- 
rience in  all  departments  of  decorative  work,  coupled 
with  artistic  talent  of  a  high  order,  he  is  in  a  position  to 
complete  with  success  the  largest  contracts  in  glass 
staining  and  its  kindred  departments  of  industry.  Under 
Mr.  Adam's  management  the  house  has  become  one  of 
the  most  noted  concerns  in  Scotland  in  its  line,  and  has 
maintained  a  splendid  reputation  in  every  branch  of 
decoration  by  means  of  stained  glass.  The  fine  premises 
in  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  impress  the  visitor  with 
a  sense  of  their  suitability  to  the  purposes  of  the  busi- 
ness. The  premises  comprise  six  spacious  flats, 
admirably  equipped  in  all  parts,  and  devoted  to — (1) 
Workshops  for  lead  working  ;  (2)  The  drawing  and  de- 
signing of  cartoons  and  painting  of  patterns  for  approval, 
before  proceeding  to  the  final  operations ;  (3)  Glass 
painting  and  staining  workshops ;  (4)  The  kilns  for 
firing  the  glass  after  the  process  of  staining;  (5)  For 
stock  of  material  ;  and  (6)  Packing  department.  The 
operations  and  processes  associated  with  each  of  these 
departments  are  of  the  most  interesting  character  and 
afford  employment  to  executants  of  the  highest  skill  and 
talent.  The  house  has  carried  out  many  notable  con- 
tracts both  in  connection  with  ecclesiastical  window 
work,  public  institutions,  hotels,  restaurants,  banks, 
etc.,  etc.,  and  the  work  executed  is  creditable  alike  to 
the  firm  and  to  the  places  in  which  Messrs.  Stephen 
Adam  and  Company's  stained  glass  has  been  placed. 
The  trade  of  the  house  extends  over  the  whole  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  Colonies.  The  business  is 
constantly  experiencing  extension  in  scope  and,  through 
Mr.  Adam's  influence,  becomes  more  widely  known 
every  day.  Prize  medals  were  obtained  for  excellence 
at  the  London  and  Edinburgh  Exhibitions,  and,  what 
is  probably  to  the  firm  a  more  valuable  tribute  of  com- 
mendation, the  patronage  of  the  house  is  ever  receiving 


the  most  flattering  augmentation  from  among  circles 
critically  alive  to  the  merits  of  their  artistic  productions. 
As  an  evidence  of  the  high  popularity  attained  by  the 
house,  we  may  mention  that  within  the  past  ten  years 
Mr.  Adam  has  completed  for  patrons  no  fewer  than 
two  hundred  and  twenty  stained  glass  memorial  win- 
dows in  various  parts  of  the  world.  Prominent  among 
these  may  be  mentioned  the  "  James  Baird  "  memorial  in 
Alloway  Church  ;  also  the  "  Ainslie  and  Galbraith " 
windows  in  Old  Greyfriar's,  Stirling  ;  the  "  Spier's " 
memorial,  Paisley  Abbey  ;  the  "  Ramsden  "  memorial, 
Todcaster  Parish  Church,  Yorkshire  ;  "  Houldsworth  " 
memorial,  Coltness  Church  ;  Colonel  Buchanan's  gift  of 
windows  to  Coatbridge;  the  "  Corry  "  memorial,  Elm- 
wood  Church,  Belfast  ;  "  Kidston  "  memorial,  Cambus- 
lang  ;  "  Smollett  "  memorial,  Bonhill  ;  "  Clark  " 
memorial,  Paisley,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Every  specimen  of 
the  firm's  work  is  characterised  by  extreme  breadth  and 
mastery  of  detail,  rich  harmony  of  colouring,  and  perfect 
technique,  and  no  connoisseur  can  fail  to  appreciate  the 
artistic  taste  displayed  in  every  detail  of  the  work 
carried  out.  Mr.  Adam  is  a  native  of  Midlothian, 
having. been  born  at  Bonnington,  Edinburgh,  in  1848. 
He  received  his  art  training  in  the  Government  School 
of  Art  and  the  Haldane  Academy,  where,  at  an  early 
age,  he  evinced  phenomenal  talent  and  carried  off  prize 
medals  for  skill  and  studious  application.  He  subse- 
quently— while  still  a  young  man — commenced  in  his 
present  business,  wherein  he  has  met  with  the  highest 
success.  Mr.  Stephen  Adam  is  a  gentleman  of  excep- 
tional culture  and  erudition.  He  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Philosophical  Society  and  of  the  Society  of 
Literature  and  Arts.  His  views  on  decorative  art  are 
well  known  by  his  lectures  before  the  leading  philo- 
sophical and  architectural  societies,  while  his  published 
works  on  "Stained  Glass;  its  History  and  modern  Deve- 
lopment," and  "  Truth  in  Art  "  have  secured  for  him  a 
high  reputation.  As  an  art  critic  his  abilities  were 
expressly  recognised  by  his  appointment  to  a  position 
on  the  Executive  of  the  Glasgow  East  End  Exhibition. 
In  every  sphere  in  which  this  gentleman  exercises  his 
influence  he  is  a  decided  acquisition,  and  his  counsels  are 
are  received  with  the  most  marked  respect  and  attention. 
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WARNEUKE,"    Photographer,     Sauchiehall    Street,    Glasgow. 


The    many   recent  developments   in   photographic    art 
have  afforded  wide  scope  for  the  exercise  of  much  talent, 
on  the  part  of  those  representing  the  calling,  in  elevating 
public   taste   and   appreciation    towards    its    genuinely 
artistic  phases  and  in  directing  the  choice  of  the  public 
towards  a  class  of  portraiture   calculated   to   afford   a 
lasting  satisfaction.     Nowhere  is  the  profession  better 
represented  in  this  direction  than  in   Glasgow,   where 
there  exist  many  unrivalled  studios,  of  which  that  under 
the  name  of  "  Warneuke  "  presents  one  of  the  latest 
and  best  examples.     The  proprietor  of  this  attractive 
atelier  has  left  nothing  undone  to  secure  the  comfort  and 
convenience   of   sitters — at    all   times   essential    to    the 
success  of  any  form   of  photography,  while  he  has  en- 
grafted into  the  equipment   thereof  every  worthy  inno- 
vation and   improvement    for   the   rapid   and   accurate 
production  of  superior  portraits.    The  rooms  are  spacious 
and  well  lighted,  being  arranged  in  full  conformity  with 
fashionable  taste  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  already  com- 
modious character  of  the  premises,  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  acquire  extra  premises  opposite  the  studio 
in  order  to  provide  for  the  rapid  accumulation   of  trade 
which  the  business  has  manifested  since  its  commence- 
ment only  three  years  ago.     With  due  recognition  of  the 
importance  and  value  of  the  American  systems  ol  photo- 
graphy as  being  in  advance  of  all  others,  the  proprietor 
has  adopted  all  the  appliances — cameras  and  accessories 
— at  present  in  use  among  transatlantic  photographers ; 
and  the  latest  development  of  this  description  is  repre- 
sented in  the  form  of  a  large  camera  made  expressly  for 
the  uses  of  the  house  by  an  American  firm,  and  enabling 
a  fine  photograph  of  twenty-five  inches  square  to  be  at 
once  obtained  by  direct  impression.     It  is  obvious  that 
under  the  prevalent  system   of  enlargements  the   many 
points   of  detail  that   are  the  main  attractions  of  any 
photo  must  frequently  elude  the  skill  of  even  the  best 
artists  during  the  lengthy  and  sometimes  tedious  pro- 


cesses of  reproduction.  In  results  obtained  from  the 
use  of  the  new  camera  there  are  observable  a  more 
pleasing  regard  for  detail  and  finish  and  many  other 
points  of  technical  superiority,  which  should  make  this 
appliance  in  due  time  one  of  the  most  popular  in  pro- 
fessional use.  At  present,  however,  Mr.  Warneuke  is 
the  only  photographer  in  the  City  by  whom'  the  system 
is  observed,  and  the  immense  disposal  he  commands  of 
large  portraits — (necessarily  cheaper  in  production  than 
enlargements) — fully  attests  the  public  appreciation  of 
any  worthy  method  whereby  sound  and  well-finished 
portraits  can  be  acquired  at  reasonable  and  consistent 
charges.  Mr.  Warneuke's  assistants  are  mostly  em- 
ployed for  the  purpose  of  re-touching  and  finishing  only, 
as  he  makes  a  point  of  taking  every  negative  himself, 
and  this  gives  to  patrons  that  assurance  of  personal 
attentiveness  not  readily  obtained  in  large  establish- 
ments of  the  kind.  The  tone,  characterisation,  and 
artistic  finish  of  all  portraits  produced  are  features  which 
must  readily  commend  themselves  to  the  very  high  class 
of  customers  by  whom  this  admirable  studio  is  patro- 
nised. It  is  conspicuous  among  the  art  emporia  of 
Sauchiehall  Street  and  occupies  a  most  favourable 
position  in  that  thoroughfare.  In  every  respect  Mr. 
Warneuke's  work  fulfils  the  best  modern  ideals  of  art 
photography ;  and  he  evinces  a  deep  and  active  interest  in 
all  matters  concerning  the  further  elevation  of  that  ex- 
quisite art  of  which  he  is  already  acknowledged  an 
accomplished  and  proficient  master. 

Mr.  Warneuke  has  taken  first  place  at  all  the 
important  exhibitions  held  during  the  present  year — 
Vienna,  London,  Glasgow,  etc. ;  amongst  other  honours 
secured,  the  "  Blue  Ribbon  "  of  Photography — the  only 
medal  awarded  by  the  Photography  Society  of  Great 
Britain  for  artistic  excellence  in  portraiture.  His  pic- 
tures have  got  unqualified  praise  from  the  London 
Art  Journals  and  the  Daily  Press. 


WM,    McLACHLAN    &    Co.,    Fish    Merchants    and    Ice    Manufacturers, 
96,  Bridgegate,  and  628,  Eglinton  Street,  Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  many  purveyors  of  that  very  neces- 
sary and  nutritious  article  of  diet — fish — -the  firm  of 
Wm.  McLachlan  &  Co.,  of  96,  Bridgegate,  and  628, 
Eglinton  Street,  holds  a  prominent  place.  The  busi- 
ness is  an  old  one,  having  been  established  twenty 
years  ago  by  the  present  proprietors,  Messrs.  Wm. 
McLachlan  and  Robert  Gallacher,  to  whose  joint 
exertions  must  be  attributed  the  success  which  has 
attended  their  undertaking  since  its  foundation.  They 
draw  their  supplies,  consisting  of  Herring  and  all  other 
kinds  of  fish,  from  Loch  Fyne  and  the  north-west  of 
Scotland,  which  are  brought  to  Glasgow  and  other 
Scotch  railway  stations  by  their  own  steamers,  where 
they  are  distributed  over  all  the  important  towns  in  the 
Kingdom,  and  the  greatest  care  is  taken  that  only  the 
freshest  and  most  perfectly  wholesome  are  offered  for 
sale,  thus  ensuring  from  their  influential  clientele  a 
hearty  and  deserving  patronage.  Messrs.  McLachlan 
and  Co.  have  a  stand  in  the  market  which  gives  them 
greater  advantages  for  the  display  of  their  fine  stock 
and  a   wider  field  for    their  operations,  it    being  used 


principally  for  carrying  on  auction  sales  of  all  kinds  of 
fresh  and  smoked  fish,  including  kippered  herrings, 
which  are  cured  by  themselves  in  their  ow.i  curing 
houses.  Their  labours,  however,  are  not  exclusively 
confined  to  the  piscatorial  line,  for,  encouraged 
perhaps  by  their  success  in  that  direction,  they  have 
lately  started  an  Ice  manufacturing  business  at  their 
Eglinton  Street  establishment,  where  they  have  very 
extensive  and  valuable  plant  of  the  most  modern  and 
improved  style  in  use  for  the  various  processes  of 
manufacture.  The  water  required  for  this  branch  of 
their  business  is  brought  from  Loch  Katrine  and  is 
made  up  into  blocks  ;  the  large  quantity  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  tons  being  produced  weekly.  They 
have  a  very  great  demand  for  this  commodity,  it  being 
largely  used  by  ice-cream  manufacturers,  for  table  and 
preserving  purposes,  fish,  beef,  etc.  A  staff  of  eighty 
hands  is  employed  to  carry  on  these  combined  busi- 
nesses, which,  being  under  the  personal  control  of  one 
or  other  of  the  proprietors,  are  managed  in  a  thoroughly 
practical  and  satisfactory  manner. 
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D.  &  J.   McKENZIE,   Plasterers  and  Modellers,   191,   St.  Vincent    Street,    Glasgow. 


One  of  the  most  remarkable  features  of  the  present  time  is 
the  rapid  strides  which  artistic  decorative  plaster  work  has 
taken.  It  is  not  so  very  many  years  ago  that  decorative 
work  in  the  houses  of  the  middle  and  lower  classes  was 
wholly  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  During  the  last  de- 
cade, however,  a  change  has  come  about,  and  the 
artistic  sense  of  the  British  people  has  revived.  There 
are  many  firms  engaged  in  one  way  or  another  in 
catering  for  the  trade  which  has  thus  so  gradually 
sprung  up.  One  of  the  foremost  and  best  known  estab- 
lishments engaged  in  artistic  and  ornamental  work 
generally  is  Messrs.  D.  and  J.  McKenzie,  of  191,  St. 
Vincent  Street,  Glasgow.  This  house  was  established 
in  the  year  1876  by  two  brothers,  and  it  has  continued 
up  to  the  present  time  under  their  sole  control  and 
direction.  The  premises  in  St.  Vincent  Street  are 
commodious  and  well  adapted  for  the  requirements  of 
the  business.  The  warehouse,  counting  -  house,  and 
showroom  extend  about  60  feet  back,  with  a  modelling 
shop  behind  ;  while  the  plasterers'  shop  is  situated  below 
and  to  the  rear  of  the  above-named  premises. 

Messrs.  McKenzie's  great  speciality,  and  for  which 
they  have  obtained  a  reputation  of  lasting  endurance 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom,  is  their 
canvas  fibrous  plaster.  This  material  is  pre-eminently 
adapted  to  all  kinds  of  decorative  work.  In  the  first 
place  it  is  light,  very  durable,  and  readily  fixed,  while 
another  very  cogent  cause  of  its  superiority  lies  in  the 
fact  that  the  cost  of  fixing — particularly  for  ornamental 
work — is  less  than  any  other  material  at  present  in  use 
for  decorations.  Canvas  Pibrous  Plaster  has  even  yet 
another  recommendation  which  will  in  the  eyes  of 
many  persons  outweigh  all  others — namely,  its  fireproof 


properties.  For  this  reason  it  is  peculiarly  suited  for 
public  buildings,  factories,  warehouses,  offices,  &c,  and 
it  can  be  cast  into  sections  to  suit  any  design,  and  can 
be  easily  fitted  up  in  any  part  of  the  world.  Indeed,  its 
suitability  has  been  largely  recognised  by  several  public 
and  municipal  bodies.  For  instance,  this  material  has 
been  extensively  used  in  the  public  buildings  ;  while  all 
the  principal  work  in  the  new  Municipal  Buildings, 
George  Square,  Glasgow,  have  all  been  done  by  Messrs. 
McKenzie  in  this  style  of  work,  the  whole  of  which 
have  been  executed  solely  by  them.  Although  this  is 
the  leading  feature  with  Messrs.  McKenzie,  they  do  a 
good  trade  in  all  kinds  of  artistic  plaster  and  cement  work, 
for  which  they  are  always  open  to  furnish  estimates 
at  the  lowest  possible  rates.  They  also  undertake 
modelling  to  any  design,  while  they  also  execute 
ornamental  work  in  Keene's,  Parian,  Portland,  and 
Roman  cements. 

Messrs.  McKenzie  have  secured  the  sole  contract 
for  the  concrete  and  cement  work  of  the  Municipal 
Buildings,  Coatbridge,  the  Victoria  Infirmary,  and 
Messrs.  Arthur  &  Co.'s  P'actory,  Glasgow.  The  firm 
are  agents  for  Messrs.  Staton  &  Co.,  Burton-on-Trent ; 
Keene's  and  Parian  cement  and  stucco. 

Messrs.  McKenzie  have  a  very  large  connection  all 
over  Scotland  with  architects,  builders,  painters,  deco- 
rators, and  house  furnishers,  as  well  as  private  families. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  their  speciality — Canvas  Fibrous 
Plaster — has  a  great  future  before  it.  Its  great  success 
is  the  best  proof  of  its  excellence,  while  the  many  repeated 
orders  received  show  indisputably  that  it  has  given 
satisfaction  after  prolonged  use  and  test. 


MELVILLE    &    ROSS,    Tailors    and   Clothiers,    67,   Jamaica    Street,    Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  more  recent  additions  to  the  ranks  o 
commercial  enterprise  in  this  great  Northern  centre  of 
industry,  we  have  pleasure  in  directing  the  attention  of 
our  readers  to  the  establishment  so  ably  conducted  by 
Messrs.  Melville  &  Ross,  Tailors  and  Clothiers,  67, 
Jamaica  Street,  which  supplies  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  firm,  in  commencing  business  in  1890, 
selected  as  the  base  of  their  operations  the  spacious 
premises  situated  in  the  above  busy  thoroughfare, 
presenting  every  advantage  for  the  effective  display  of 
their  high-class  stock.  The  establishment  is  of  hand- 
some and  imposing  proportions,  having  large  and  well- 
arranged  windows  and  extensive  show  room  on  the 
ground  floor,  with  cutting  and  trying-on  rooms  in  the 
rear.  Here,  the  firm  offer  for  selection  a  diversified 
assortment  of  high-class  materials,  including  all  the 
season's  novelties  in  Meltons,  beavers,  diagonals,  Scotch 
Angolas,  Saxony,  West  of  England,  and  tweeds  in  great 
variety  for  suitings,  coatings,  trouserings,  etc.  The 
cutting  department  forms  an  important  feature  of  the 
business,  the  proprietors  giving  the  strictest  attention  to 
the  supervision  of  this  work,  and,  by  their  experienced 
direction  and  thoroughly  practical  knowledge   of  every 


detail  of  their  profession,  ensure  absolute  perfection  in 
style,  fit,  material,  and  superior  workmanship  in  every 
garment  produced  by  the  firm.  Amongst  the  prominent 
specialities  of  the  trade  may  be  mentioned  the  supply, 
on  the  shortest  notice,  of  every  description  of  ships' 
officers'  and  engineers'  uniforms  to  order  ;  promptitude 
in  the  execution  of  this  class  of  work  being  of  para- 
mount importance,  the  firm  may  be  relied  upon  to 
execute  all  orders  of  this  description  with  the  least 
possible  delay.  Spacious  well-ventilated  and  sanitarily 
perfect  workrooms  are  provided  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  large  staff  of  workmen  employed,  who  are  selected 
from  the  most  experienced  and  competent  hands  in  the 
trade,  and,  under  the  qualified  superintendence  of  the 
principals,  this  branch  of  the  business  will  favourably 
compare  with  any  of  the  leading  sartorial  establishments 
in  the  city.  An  extensive  and  influential  clientele  has 
been  secured  b}'  Messrs.  Melville  &  Ross,  who  are 
patronised  by  many  of  the  principal  resident  gentry  in 
the  district  ;  and  these  gentlemen  have,  by  their 
courteous  attention  to  the  requirements  of  their  numerous 
visitors,  firmly  established  themselves  in  popular  favour. 
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THE    GLASGOW    ACADEMY,    Kelvin   Bridge,     Great  Western   Road.     Dr.  Morrison,  Rector. 


In  the  General  Report  on  Education  in  Scotland, 
recently  submitted  to  Parliament,  and  in  other  Reports 
by  the  Scotch  Education  Department,  the  following 
highly  satisfactory  and  eulogistic  remarks  were  made  : — 
,■  "  English. — All  the  younger  boys  read  as  if  they 
had  lost  the  consciousness  of  the  art  in  the  interest  of 
"the  story."  "Nothing  could  be  more  admirable  or 
"more  stimulative  than  the  lessons  I  heard  given  on 
'"  The  ^  Cottar's  Saturday  Night,'  'Hamlet,'  and 
"  '  Midsummer  Night's  Dream.'  The  commercial  value 
"of  Geography  was  never  lost  sight  of."  "  I  was  much 
"  struck  by  the  intelligent  essays  on  the  principal  charac- 
"  ters  of  '  Macbeth.'  The  papers  show  how  the  scientific 
"teaching  of  English  may  be  made  a  most  valuable 
"  instrument  of  education." 

"French  and  German. — M.  Barbe's  practice  of 
"  speaking  generally,  and  in  the  higher  classes  almost 
"  exclusively,  in  the  language  he  is  teaching  is  as  praise- 


known  so  well  and  widely  as  the  "  Glasgow  Academy," 
it  is  only  natural  that  we  should  have  turned  our  atten- 
tion in  that  direction  with  the  highest  of  anticipations, 
and  it  is  with  great  pleasure  we  have  to  state  that, 
after  a  close  scrutiny  and  most  exhaustive  inspection, 
high  as  were  our  anticipations,  in  no  single  particular 
have  they  been  disappointed. 

The  Academy  was  instituted  in  the  year  1846  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  for  boys  in  the  West  End  of 
Glasgow  a  full  and  carefully  adjusted  course  of  instruc- 
tion such  as  is  usually  given  in  the  higher  class  schools 
of  both  Scotland  and  England. 

For  the  first  thirty-two  years  of  its  existence  this 
purpose  was  most  satisfactorily  accomplished  in  premises 
situated  in  Elmbank  Street,  but  as  years  rolled  by  the 
Academy's  reputation  and  popularity  increased,  and  it 
became  necessary  to  find  larger  and  more  suitable 
accommodation.    An  admirable  site  about  a  mile  farther 
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"worthy  as  it  is  notoriously  rare."  "They  translate 
"  letters  from  and  into  French  with  a  facility  which  will 
"be  of  great  use  in  a  merchant's  office." 

"  Mathematics. — It  was  possible  for  a  boy  to  get 
"over  100  per  cent.  This  happened  oftener  in  this 
"  school  than  in  any  of  the  twelve  examined  by  me." 

"Geometry. — The  better  papers  were  admirable 
"  both  in  style  and  in  matter — the  best  that  I  got  in  my 
"  group  of  schools." 

"  Algebra. — This  is  a  very  brilliant  performance. 
"  Among  24  boys  there  was  no  failure.  The  striking 
"  thing  about  these  is  not  solely  the  high  marks,  but 
"  that  indefinable  quality  of  style  and  intelligence  which 
"  cannot  be  marked  by  figures.  In  the  papers  of  this 
"  school  I  got  pieces  of  consecutive  mathematical 
"  reasoning  that  might  have  been  printed  with  advan- 
41  tage  in  some  of  our  English  elementary  text  books." 

Discovering  that  the  school  in  question  was  no 
other  than  that  excellent  and  highly  popular  Institution 


west  adjoining  the  Kelvin  and  the  Great  Western  Road 
offering  itself,  it  was  purchased  and  the  present  most 
handsome,  stately,  and  palatial-looking  building  placed 
upon  one  portion  of  it,  the  other  portion  being  laid  out 
and  fitted  as  a  play  and~recreation  ground.  Of  the  in- 
ternal arrangements  and  general  conveniences  of  the 
building  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  speak  too 
highly.  Having  been  constructed  especially  for  educa- 
tional purposes  and  from  the  plans  of  those  well  expe- 
rienced in  such  matters,  all  the  newest  and  most 
approved  principles  of  sanitation,  heating,  and  ventilation 
have  been  introduced  and  such  means  devised  by  which 
in  every  possible  way  the  health  and  happiness  of  the 
boys  shall  be  fully  secured.  There  are  seventeen  large 
and  well-appointed  class-rooms,  a  splendid  lecture  hall 
for  the  delivery  of  lectures  and  the  holding  of  examina- 
tions on  scientific  subjects,  a  most  fully-equipped 
laboratory  for  the  use  of  those  pupils  who  are  taking  up 
such  subjects  as  electricity,  magnetism,  mechanics,  dy- 
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namics,  chemistry,  &c,  a  gymnasium  replete  with  every 
necessary  apparatus  and  appliance,  a  spacious  and  com- 
fortably furnished  dining  hall  where  lunch  and  dinner 
are  provided  for  those  boys  coming  from  a  distance, 
and,  in  addition  to  other  accommodation,  two  good-sized 
halls  on  the  ground  area  for  the  exercise  and  recreation 
of  the  pupils  during  bad  weather. 

Amongst  many  wise  and  distinguishing  features  in 
connection  with  the  construction  of  this  school  the 
system  by  which  the  classes  are  changed  seems  especi- 
ally excellent,  the  boys  moving  up  using  the  western 
staircase,  whilst  the  eastern  is  reserved  for  those  moving 
down  ;  and  remembering  something  of  the  staircase 
scrimmages  and  tussles  between  the  ascending  and 
descending  pupils  of  years  ago,  we  can  very  sincerely 
congratulate  the  masters  of  Glasgow  Academy  upon 
this  arrangement,  by  which  both  time  and  order  are 
saved. 

The  course  of  instruction  given  is  very  complete 
and  includes  every  branch  of  knowledge  needed  for  the 
thorough  equipment  of  the  boys  for  their  future  spheres 
of  life. 

The  school  is  divided  into  two  departments,  the 
Preparatory  and  the  Upper,  and  is  so  arranged  that   by 


a  carefully  graduated  course  ot  study  the  boys  pass 
from  one  stage  to  another  with  comfort  to  themselves 
and  every  chance  of  making  steady  progress  in  their 
work. 

In  the  Upper  School  the  course  was  divided  during 
the  last  few  years  into  three  distinct  and  independent 
sections,  viz.,  the  Classical,  Scientific,  and  Mercantile  ; 
and  according  to  a  boy's  bent  in  life  so  is  he  placed  in 
one  or  the  other  of  these,  and  under  the  careful  super- 
vision and  teaching  of  duly  qualified  masters  thoroughly 
prepared  for  any  of  the  examinations  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  or  for  at  once  entering  a  counting-house  or 
place  of  business. 

To  the  Directors  of  the  Academy,  as  well  as  to  its 
excellent  and  highly  esteemed  Rector,  Dr.  Morrison,  it 
must  be  a  source  of  great  encouragement  to  know  that 
their  earnest  and  self-denying  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  boys 
have  not  been  in  vain,  but  that  at  Woolwich,  Sandhurst, 
Cooper's  Hill,  the  University,  and  in  different  spheres 
in  the  mercantile  world  the  excellence  and  high-class 
character  of  their  work  have  borne  abundant  fruit, 
crowning  their  former  pupils  with  honour  and  reflecting 
great  credit  upon  the  Institution  which  they  so  ably  and 
energetically  conduct. 


RAMSAY   AND    RAMSAY,    an,    213,    and    215,    Sauchiehall    Street,    Glasgow. 


A  notable  acquisition  to  Glasgow's  high-class  silk 
mercery  trade  is  presented  in  the  business  of  Messrs. 
Ramsay  &  Ramsay,  whose  establishment  at  Sauchiehall 
Street — opened  only  last  year — has  already  become  a 
widely-favoured  and  influential  centre  of  West  End 
commerce.  With  characteristic  push  and  enterprise 
the  firm  have  evinced  considerable  promptitude  in 
responding  to  the  busy  and  increasing  demands  which 
the  merits  of  their  business  have  elicited,  and  to  the 
original  departments  of  the  house  (which  have  been 
subjected  to  complete  re-arrangement)  they  have  now 
added  those  of  millinery,  black  dress  goods,  and 
mournings.  The  paramount  consideration  that  has 
been  devoted  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  lady 
patrons  is  well  noted  in  the  furnishing  of  the  fitting 
room  and  mantle  saloon,  both  of  which  are  replete  with 
attractions  calculated  to  engage  the  admiration  of  the 
most  fastidious.  Ladies  may  here  survey  at  perfect 
leisure  the  many  handsome  novelties  in  coats,  capes, 
paletots,  and  jackets,  and  Messrs.  Ramsay  &  Ramsay 
possess  excellent  facilities  for  the  practical  adaptation 
of  these — if  need  be — to  the  purchaser's  express  wishes 
or  taste.  With  a  keen  regard  for  the  fluctuating  choice 
which  the  caprices  of  fashion  are  apt  to  develop  on  the 
part  of  customers,  the  firm  make  a  special  study  of  the 
prevalent  modes,  and  these  are  reproduced  with  an 
accuracy  and  exactitude  only  ensured  by  prompt  antici- 
pation of  the  season's  mutations.  On  the  occasion  of 
the  writer's  visit,  Messrs.  Ramsay  &  Ramsay  were 
inaugurating  their  first  spring  show,  and  this  is  appa- 
rently destined  to  become  a  great  and  popular  feature 
during  the  prosperous  career  of  the  house  in  time  to 
come.  Wherever  the  eye  rests  in  this  fashionable  busi- 
ness centre  it  is  at  once  gratified  with  the  pervasion  of 
genuine  novelties,  alike  in  black  and  coloured  silks, 
Scotch,  English,  and  French  fabrics,  and  becoming 
head-dresses,    of   all    of    which    the    firm    maintain    a 


magnificent  profusion,  embracing  every  tempting 
specialty  of  the  home  and  continental  markets.  In 
millinery,  especially,  the  designs  illustrate  all  the  most 
artistic  developments  of  the  day,  while  choice  Parisian 
models  are  represented  in  tea  gowns,  dinner  dresses, 
and  costumes  of  all  kinds,  ladies'  tailor-made  gowns, 
tailor-made  jackets  and  coats,  all  cut  and  designed  with 
Metropolitan  taste. 

In  these  as  well  as  in  perfect-fitting  trousseaux, 
Messrs.  Ramsay  &  Ramsay  have  cultivated  a  special 
feature,  and  the  range  of  silks  and  dress  goods,  submit- 
ted for  selection  and  comparison  in  the  windows  and  all 
round  the  establishment,  are  all  alike  rscherche  in  tint, 
fabric,  and  general  design.  The  external  appearance 
of  the  house  is  dignified  by  its  large  and  very  attractive 
frontage,  and  of  the  interior,  which  extends  rearwards 
over  a  stretch  of  90ft.  The  front  portion  comprises  the 
shop  and  warehouse,  while  the  back  portion  forms  the 
show  rooms,  and  is  effectively  lighted  from  the  large 
glass  roof.  The  fitting  and  work  rooms  are  adjoining, 
and  all  practical  details  are  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  the  principals,  by  whom  everything  is  closely 
scrutinised  before  being  sent  out.  Messrs.  Ramsay  & 
Ramsay  have  so  far  superseded  the  usages  of  high-class 
trade  as  to  be  able  to  produce  and  provide  the  best  class 
of  goods  at  exceptionally  moderate  prices,  a  principle 
which  has  found  ample  recognition  in  the  support  and 
growing  patronage  of  a  better-class  clientele.  The  future 
of  the  firm  is  well  indicated  in  the  rapid  success  they 
have  attained  during  the  first  year  of  business  ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  competitive  aspects  of  modern 
times  there  is  everything  to  justify  the  assertion  that, 
with  combined  energy,  perseverance,  and  judiciously 
applied  capital,  Messrs.  Ramsay  &  Ramsay  can  capably 
compete  with  any  other  houses  representing  those 
branches  of  fashionable  trade  in  which  they  have 
become  so  rapidly  successful. 
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ROBERT    MURDOCH,    Mason    and    Builder,    19-21,    Commerce    Street,    S.S.,    Glasgow. 


Those  who  visit  Glasgow  for  the  first  time  will 
acknowledge  that  the  most  striking  impression  they 
experience  is  the  sense  of  grandeur  in  the  proportions 
of  the  buildings  of  the  city,  and  the  numerous  features 
of  architectural  and  structural  excellence  which  her 
many  noble  thoroughfares  present ;  heightened  by  the 
liberal  employment  of  stone  as  the  material  for  con- 
struction. Another  important  factor  in  the  attainment 
ot  this  gratifying  result  is  that  the  city  holds  an  indis- 
putably larger  prop  jrtion  of  first-class  building  firms 
capable  of  the  construction  of  buildings  of  magnitude 
than  any  community  of  its  class  in  the  kingdom, 
amongst  whom  we  single  out,  as  illustrative  of  our 
subject,  Mr.  Robert  Murdoch,  Mason  and  Builder, 
Commerce  Street,  as  thoroughly  representative  of  this 
important  branch  of  industrial  art.  The  business  con- 
ducted by  this  gentleman  is  of  old  and  substantial 
standing,  having  been  established  by  him  in  1863,  and 
during  this  extended  period  has  been  greatly  developed 
and  increased  to  its  present  successful  proportions. 
The  premises  occupied  by  Mr.  Murdoch  comprise  well- 
appointed  suite  of  offices  and  extensive  stores  in 
Commerce  Street  and  spacious  builder's  yard  in  Canal 
Street.  The  latter  is  of  commodious  dimensions,  and 
conveniently  arranged  for  the  operatic  departments, 
being  directly  connected  with  the  railway,  a  siding 
enabling  the  Company  to  place  the  heavy  materials, 
stone,  bricks,  etc.,  required  in  the  business  at  once  on 
the  ground.     Extensive  masons'  sheds  are  provided  in 


the  works  for  the  convenience  of  the  numerous  workmen 
engaged  in  preparing  stone  work  for  use  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  buildings  in  course  of  erection  by  the 
proprietor  in  all  parts  of  the  city,  and  an  immense 
stock  of  every  description  of  material  is  kept  in  hand 
lor  this  purpose.  A  staff  of  experienced  workmen, 
varying  in  number,  according  to  the  contracts  in  hand, 
from  100  to  250,  is  employed  in  the  business,  which  is 
admirably  conducted  under  the  personal  direction  of 
the  principal,  whose  thoroughly  practical  knowledge  of 
every  detail  of  the  trade  supplies  an  ample  guarantee 
for  perfection  of  order,  system,  and  regularity  in  the 
management  department.  It  would  b2  impossible, 
within  the  limits  of  our  space,  to  attempt  to  enumerate 
the  many  notable  architectural  features  in  the  city  and 
surrounding  districts  which  owe  much  of  their  excellence 
of  construction  to  Mr.  Murdoch's  ability  and  skill,  and 
it  must  suffice  to  mention  that  this  gentleman's  long 
connection  with  the  trade  has  been  associated  with  the 
erection  of  many  of  the  principal  public  and  private 
buildings  in  the  locality.  In  conclusion,  we  may  add 
that  Mr.  Murdoch  is  widely  known  in  the  district,  and 
takes  a  very  active  interest  in  all  matters  affecting  the 
well-being  of  the  community,  and  as  an  honoured 
manager  of  the  Govan  Parochial  Board,  and  Chairman 
of  the  Lunacy  Board  for  that  District,  he  has  done 
good  service  to  his  fellow-citizens,  and  has  gained  a 
well-deserved  eminence  in  the  estimation  of  all  classes 
of  the  ratepayers. 


JAMES    MILLER  &  SON,  Cork  Manufacturers,  38,  Stockwell  Street,  Glasgow. 


I>j  the  manufacture  of  Corks,  and  in  all  its  associate 
branches  as  a  leading  and  representative  industry  of 
Glasgow,  there  are  probably  few  older  or  more  notable 
houses  than  that  of  Messrs.  James  Miller  and  Son,  of 
Stockwell  Street.  This  firm  has  had  a  long  and  credi- 
table association  with  the  industry,  and  has  witnessed 
the  greater  part  of  its  developments  during  the  past 
half  century,  having  been  founded  in  1850  by  Mr.  James 
Miller,  who  continues  to  take  an  active  and  zealous 
part  in  the  control  and  direction  of  its  many  accumu- 
lated interests.  They  also  do  a  large  business  in  foreign 
manufactured  corks  of  every  description.  While  making 
the  finer  class  of  corks — suitable  for  wine  merchants — 
their  speciality,  they  also  transact  a  large  general  busi- 
ness with  brewers,  bonded  store  proprietors,  beer  and 
porter  bottlers,  spirit  merchants,  aerated  water  manufac- 
turers, oil  refiners,  druggists,  etc.  Bath  mats,  floats  for 
fishing  nets,  granulated  cork  for  packing  purposes,  and 
numerous  other  articles  made  of  cork  form  part  of  their 
business.  In  past  years  they  have  exported  large  quanti- 
ties of  manufactured  corks  to  various  foreign  ports,  and 
they  still  continue  to  do  a  steady  trade  with  Rangoon, 
where  Messrs.  Miller's  productions  find  a  ready  market. 
During  the  course  of  the  past  forty  years  every  worthy 
improvement  in  the  work  of  cork  making  has  been 
skilfully  engrafted  into  the  firm's  resources,  and  the  two 


large  flats  at  Stockwell  Street  will  convey  to  the  visitor 
many  impressions  of  careful  guidance  and  management, 
alike  as  regards  the  manner  in  which  the  stores  of 
finished  corks  are  preserved  and  in  respect  of  the  com- 
pleteness with  which  the  various  operations  of  cutting, 
sizing,  and  branding,  are  carried  out.  The  basement  is 
appropriated  more  particularly  to  the  purposes  of 
storage,  whilst  the  workshop,  counting-house,  and  pri- 
vate rooms  all  occupy  the  first  floor,  and  the  whole 
establishment  is  a  creditable  example  of  compact  and 
thorough  organisation.  Mr.  Hugh  Miller,  son  of  the 
proprietor,  is  entrusted  with  the  general  superintendence 
of  the  business  and  fulfils  the  capacity  of  manager  with 
every  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  house  and  the  re- 
quirements of  its  adherents  at  home  and  abroad.  In 
those  times  of  brisk  competition  Mr.  Miller  fully 
recognises  the  importance  of  dispatch  and  promptitude, 
and  to  his  efforts  may  be  attributed  the  continued 
vitality  and  high  repute  of  an  undertaking  whose  long 
and  influential  standing  in  the  trade  is  the  outcome  of 
honourable  trading  and  enterprise.  Both  father  and 
son  are  well  known  in  commercial  circles,  and  command 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  a  firm  devoting  intelligent 
tact  and  the  experiences  of  years  to  the  furtherance  of 
a  branch  of  trade  with  which  few  houses  are  more  inti- 
mately or  creditably  identified. 
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MESSRS.    DAVIDSON    JUNIOR    &    DAVIDSON,    Wholesale    Tea    Dealers, 

48,  York  Street,  Glasgow. 


Begun  in  the  year  1870,  and  established  by  Mr. 
John  McCulloch,  this  enterprise  has,  under  its  new 
and  most  energetic  proprietors,  already  reached 
a  high  degree  of  prosperity,  which,  as  a  visit  to 
Messrs.  Davidson's  establishment  will  show,  gives 
every  promise  of  long  continuance  and  fuller  deve- 
lopment. York  Street,  which  runs  from  the  leading 
thoroughfare,  Argyle  Street,  to  the  harbour,  might 
almost  be  called  the  "  Mincing  Lane  "  of  Glasgow,  and 
in  a  most  favourable  situation  there  Messrs.  Davidson 
Junior  and  Davidson  occupy  the  ground  floor  with  a 
very  commodious,  well-lighted,  and  handsome  suite  of 
offices,  admirably  adapted  in  every  respect  for  the 
special  purposes  of  the  trade.  Besides  well-appointed 
and  comfortable  rooms  for  the  more  private  transaction 
of  business,  there  are  suitably  equipped  sample  and 
tasting  rooms,  in  which  experienced  tea-tasters  may  be 
seen  busy  at  work  estimating  the  quality  and  value  of 
various  newly  imported  samples,  or  trying  to  attain  an 
attractive  blend  for  the  now  most  fastidious  palates  of 
modern  connoisseurs  in  tea.  Besides  these  departments, 
and  stretching  to  the  rear,  are  airy  and  spacious  ware- 
houses, fragrant  with  the  long  imprisoned  aroma  of  the 
precious  leaf  brought  across  the  seas.  The  floors  literally 
groan  under  the  costly  load  of  quaintly  adorned  chests 
from  the  smiling  fields  of  far  Cathay,  the  steamy  valleys 
of  Assam,  the  wooded  heights  of  the  Himalayas,  or  the 
palm-fringed    Island    of    Ceylon.      Indeed,    no    known 


quality  of  Tea — and  their  name  is  now  legion — but 
seems  to  be  fairly  and  even  liberally  represented  here, 
and  great  skill  is  shown  in  catering  for  the  different 
tastes  of  a  varied  population  whose  wants  are  numerous 
and  divergent,  and  who  are  becoming,  year  by  year, 
more  critical  as  to  the  quality  of  the  tea  supplied  to 
them,  as  the  market's  capacity  to  furnish  definite 
qualities  developes  with  the  higher  skill  now  brought  to 
bear  on  the  preparation  and  growth  of  this  most  im- 
portant beverage  of  civilized  man.  However  great  may 
be  the  care  manifested  by  local  growers  in  selecting  and 
cultivating  particular  plants,  and  in  choosing  the  most 
favourable  soil,  a  vast  deal  can  now  be  done  to  improve 
tea  for  the  home  market  by  a  judicious  blend  of  qualities 
noted  for  strength,  flavour,  or  aroma,  as  furnished  by 
different  brands  grown  perhaps  under  entirely  different 
conditions,  though  all  pure  teas.  In  Messrs.  Davidson's 
is  to  be  seen  in  active  operation  machinery  of  the  most 
improved  kind  and  designed  for.  all  the  different  opera- 
tions required  to  perfect  the  process  of  mixing  tea. 

In  all  the  departments  of  this  enterprise,  Mr.  David- 
son Junior  has  brought  to  bear  a  ripe  experience  ob- 
tained in  a  first-class  London  house,  and  he  has  evidently 
applied  his  knowledge  of  detail  with  great  practical 
intelligence  and  deserved  success  to  the  supply  of  the 
tea  market  in  the  wide  and  populous  area  which  has 
its  centre  in  the  City  of  Glasgow. 


McNAUGHTAN  &  SINCLAIR,  Wholesale,  Mercantile,  and  Export  Stationers;  Bookbinders, 
Paper  Rulers,  Lithographers,  and  Printers,  24,  West  Nile  Street;  20,  Union  Street; 
and  46,  Mitchell  Street,  Glasgow. 


One  of  the  leading  representative  houses  engaged  in 
this  important  department  of  commercial  activity  is 
that  of  the  old-established  firm  of  Messrs.  McNaughtan 
and  Sinclair,  Wholesale,  Mercantile,  and  Export  Sta- 
tioners, Bookbinders,  Paper  Rulers,  Lithographers, 
and  Printers.  The  business  was  founded  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago  by  Messrs.  McNaughtan 
and  Sinclair,  and  although  the  co-partnery  was 
dissolved  so  long  ago  as  1875  by  the  retiral  of 
Mr.  McNaughtan,  the  present  partners — Messrs. 
Alexander  Sinclair,  sen.,  Alexander  Sinclair,  jun.,  and 
Robert  D.  Sinclair — still  trade  under  the  title  so 
long  associated  with  the  firm.  The  headquarters  of 
the  business  are  situated  at  24,  West  Nile  Street, 
and  comprise  a  commodious  double  shop,  with  large 
plate  glass  windows  utilised  for  the  display  of  mer- 
cantile and  general  stationery,  etc.  Below  and  behind 
this  is  a  sunk  flat,  occupying  an  area  of  over  6,000 
square  feet,  which  is  utilised  as  a  warehouse  for  the 
extensive  stock  of  papers  of  every  description,  from  the 
thinnest  tissue  to  the  heaviest  packing  paper,  and  also 
all  qualities  and  sizes  of  book  and  writing  papers,  both 
handmade  and  machine  made.  Here  also  a  number  of 
girls  are  occupied  in  paper-folding  and  packing  and  in 
making  address  labels,  for  which  special  machinery, 
capable  of  turning  out  a  large  quantity  of  work,  has  been 
laid  down.     The  establishment  is  well  stocked  with  a 


great  variety  of  commercial  and  general  stationery  of  the 
highest  quality,  selected  from  the  leading  home  and  foreign 
manufactories,  and  the  firm  also  supply  account  books 
and  every  description  of  office  requisites.  The  operative 
departments  of  the  business  are  conducted  in  the  work- 
shops at  46,  Mitchell  Street,  and  also  at  20,  Union 
Street,  under  the  firm  of  Sinclair  Brothers  ;  and  include 
every  branch  of  general  printing,  paper  ruling,  book- 
binding, etc.,  in  which  the  services  of  a  staff  of  first- 
class  workmen  are  employed. 

The  connection  of  the  firm  includes  an  extensive 
and  influential  clientele  among  the  leading  mercantile 
houses,  writers,  accountants,  etc.,  and  Messrs. 
McNaughtan  and  Sinclair  have  also  a  good  general 
private  trade,  while  they  are  constantly  shipping  goods  to 
the  East  and  West  Indies,  India,  China,  and  other  parts 
of  the  world.  The  business  is  conducted  throughout 
with  great  energy  and  enterprise  under  the  skilful 
direction  of  Messrs.  Sinclair,  whose  thoroughly  practical 
experience  in  every  department  ensures  the  perfection  of 
workmanship  in  the  completion  of  orders  entrusted  to 
them  for  execution,  and  the  promptest  attention  to  the 
requirements  of  their  numerous  clients.  The  firm  are 
connected  with  the  Telephone  Exchange  No.  854,  and 
any  communication  reaching  them  through  this  medium 
ensures  the  most  careful  attention  of  the  proprietors. 
Telegrams  should  be  addressed  "  Clairal,  Glasgow." 
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JOHN    BUCHANAN     &    BROTHERS,     Makers    of    Confections,    Preserves,    and    Peels 
(Wholesale  and    Export),     Stewart    Street,    Cowcaddens,  Glasgow. 


Probably  one  of  the  most  notable  representatives  of 
that  confectionery  industry  of  which  the  Scottish  trade 
capital  has  become  a  first  centre  is  to  be  found  in  the 
large  and  prosperous  undertaking  now  controlled  by 
Messrs.  John  Buchanan  &  Brothers.  As  makers  of 
confections,  preserves,  and  peels,  and  producers  of  every- 
thing that  can  be  now-a-days  comprehended  under  that 
general  category,  Messrs.  Buchanan  hold  a  place  of 
unrivalled  distinction,  and  the  enterprise  with  which 
they  have  extended  the  whole  resources  of  the  trade,  and 
applied  the  improvements  of  the  past  thirty  years  to  the 
operations  of  their  larpe  and  influential  business,  is 
adequately  endorsed  in  its  rapid  advances  during  that 
period  and  its  almost  colossal  development.     The  proper 


and  are  laid  out  and  arranged  on  a  methodical  and 
departmental  plan,  which  accelerates  the  smooth  progress 
of  all  the  varied  operations  involved.  Each  building 
may  be  properly  described  as  a  factory  in  itself.  The 
boiling  and  pan  rooms  are  on  the  ground  floors,  and  in 
both  cases  they  are  very  spacious.  The  former,  which 
is  probably  the  most  important  feature  in  a  large  con- 
fectionery, is  well  adapted  for  the  operations  carried  on. 
It  is  fitted  up  with  vacuum  and  other  boiling  pans, 
some  of  which  have  a  capacity  of  three  to  four  cwts., 
and  is  provided  with  slate  and  metal  tables  for  the 
reception  of  the  sweets  when  boiled.  The  pan  room 
plays  also  an  important  part  in  the  manufacture  of 
sweets,  and  in  it  are  seen  a  large   number  of  revolving 


idea  of  the  magnitude  and  capacities  of  such  an  under- 
taking cannot  be  gathered  from  a  mere  penned  sketch, 
however  concise  and  technical ;  but  it  is  the  aim  of  the 
present  notice  to  convey  an  impression,  as  briefly  and 
as  accurately  as  the  space  at  our  disposal  will  allow,  of 
the  extent  to  which  the  firm  have  availed  themselves  of 
all  the  modern  facilities  of  the  industry  they  illustrate, 
and  the  consequent  importance  their  operations  bear  to 
the  general  commercial  and  industrial  activity  of  Glasgow. 
Situated  in  so  central  and  convenient  a  part  of  the  City 
as  the  Cowcaddens,  Messrs.  Buchanan's  factory  in 
Stewart  Street  may  be  said  to  be  exceptionally  favoured, 
and  the  range  of  the  four-storey  erections  that  compose 
the  entire  manufactory  constitutes  a  great  structural 
feature  of  this  neighbourhood,  in  which  the  firm's  industry 
has  long  formed  an  interesting  and  profitable  source  of 
work  and  trade.  The  whole  buildings  and  their  acces- 
sories cover  an  area  of  ground  estimated  at  three  acres, 


pans  ot  every  description.  The  same  spacious  and 
lofty  features  are  noted  in  the  lozenge  room,  the  fondant 
and  gum  goods  departments,  the  stores  for  materials,  the 
sugar  mills,  the  peel  making  rooms,  the  preserve  rooms, 
the  jar  washing  rooms,  and  the  rooms  for  the  storage  of 
fruit.  The  drying  rooms  are  a  great  feature  of  Messrs. 
Buchanan's  factory,  each  of  the  producing  departments 
being  equipped  with  subsidiary  rooms  not  only  for  the 
reception  of  the  manufactured  goods,  but  also  for  drying 
them  on  the  best  and  most  approved  systems,  and  heated 
in  a  special  manner  for  that  purpose.  In  those  branches 
of  manufacture  where  no  form  of  mechanical  contrivance 
has  been  found  to  supersede  the  agility  of  the  hand,  the 
work  is  carried  out  with  a  rapidity  and  smoothness  that 
is  almost  surprising.  Considering  the  special  branch  of 
work  represented  in  the  production  of  such  choice 
specialties  as  fondants  and  gum  goods,  this  section  of 
the  firm's  industry  demands  for  itself  alone  the  space  of 
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three  entire  flats,  and  is  executed  with  a  skill  which 
shows  how  far  the  British  manufacturers  have  advanced 
in  a  department  of  industry  hitherto  confined  to  the 
confiscurs  of  the  Continent.  Even  the  work  of  boxmaking, 
as  applied  to  this  branch,  is  carried  out  on  the  upper- 
most flat  of  the  four-storey  block,  which  comprises 
the  complete  industry.  There  is  a  special  workshop 
for  the  making  of  tin  canisters,  and  in  the  different  rooms 
the  filled  tins  are  placed  upon  racks  in  a  manner  which 
admits  of  great  orderliness  and  facilitates  their  enumera- 
tion when  they  come  to  be  consigned  to  the  covering, 
labelling,  warehouse,  and  dispatch  departments,  which 
all  occupy  one  end  of  the  main  building  towards  the 
front.  The  amount  of  baking  sugar  contained  in  one  of 
the  apartments  adjacent  to  one  of  these  rooms  is  of  itself 
a  telling  evidence  of  the  magnitude  of  an  industry 
wherein  several  tons  of  cognate  commodities  are  daily 
absorbed.  The  making  of  peel  is  not  only  an  interesting 
but  extensive  process,  and  from  the  apartment  in  which 
it  is  carried  on  an  elevator  is  continually  in  motion.  The 
immense  sugar  stores  in  conjunction  therewith  and  the 
candying  processes,  as  well  as  the  careful  selection  of  the 
various  ingredients,   all  tend  to  endorse  the  importance 


of  the  industry  here  so  splendidly  typified  ;  and,  con- 
sidering the  extensiveness  of  the  buildings,  nothing 
appears  so  remarkable  as  the  capable  control  exerted 
over  all  and  the  precision  with  which  the  whole  work 
progresses  without  the  slightest  waste  of  time  or  power. 
The  utensils  are  principally  of  copper,  and  are  at  all 
times  of  a  bright  and  tidy  appearance.  The  self-con- 
tained character  of  this  comprehensive  model  confection- 
ery is  further  illustrated  in  the  mechanics'  shop  for  the 
repair  of  the  machinery  and  appliances,  and  the  whole 
equipment  and  plant  exemplify  a  forethought  in  design 
and  general  standard  of  completeness  which  it  would  be 
manifestly  impossible  to  improve.  Accommodation  is 
reserved  for  vans,  horses,  and  stables,  and  the  systems 
of  transit  from  the  warehouses  to  the  various  stations 
and  shipping  centres  are  accomplished  in  a  manner 
favourable  to  the  speedy  delivery  of  the  firm's  goods  to 
their  numerous  patrons  at  home  and  abroad.  They 
command  the  services  of  a  staff  of  500  hands  and  direct 
their  whole  commercial  ramifications  with  the  ability 
essential  to  the  preservation  of  their  world-wide  repute 
and  the  expansion  of  their  admirably  developed  trade. 


JAMIESON    &   CO.,    Oil  Refiners  and  Oil   Merchants,    105,    Clyde    Street, 

Anderston,    Glasgow. 


Probably  no  branch  of  representative  productive  ac- 
tivity in  Glasgow  has  been  brought  to  greater  perfection, 
in  operation  and  result,  than  that  of  oil  refining  in 
combination  with  the  manufacture  of  oil  for  special  pur- 
poses, a  department  of  industry  whose  improved  features 
during  the  past  fifty  years  may  be,  in  a  large  measure, 
attributed  to  the  successful  operations  of  the  eminent 
undertaking  controlled  under  the  firm  name  of  Messrs. 
Jamieson  &  Co.  This  important  concern  has  been  in 
active  existence  for  upwards  of  half  a  century,  and 
during  that  lengthy  period  Messrs.  Jamieson  have 
adopted  every  means,  mechanical  and  otherwise,  to  at- 
tain the  perfect  output  of  oils  suitable  to  a  variety  of 
uses  and  adaptations.  To  substantiate  this,  we  need 
only  enumerate  the  various  oils  for  which  the  firm  are 
widely  known.  Oil,  and  a  class  of  spindle  oils  of  light 
and  heavy  consistencies.  A  dark  green  consolidated  oil 
has  been  specialised  for  cylinders,  while  the  machinery  and 
engine  oils  are  favourable  to  every  condition  of  industrial 
demand.  Raw  and  boiled  linseed,  sperm,  and  castor  oils 
are  especially  noteworthy,  and  besides  gallipoli,  olive  oil, 
and  general  olive  oil  for  machinery  purposes,  Messrs. 
Jamieson  import  a  refined  quality  of  colza  oil  superior 
to  any  of  this  class  in  the  market.  With  the  technical 
knowledge  and  skill  derived  from  long  acquaintance  and 
familiarity  with  the  finest  oil  substances  procurable, 
Messrs.  Jamieson  have  attained  most  notable  success  in 
the  production  of  a  refined  compound  machinery  oil  for 
marine  engines,  and  the  merits  of  this  commodity  have 
been  fully  attested  by  use  in  many  of  the  principal 
steam  vessels  connected  with  the  Clyde.  The  resources 
at  the  firm's  command,  and  the  able  and  practical  sys- 
tems under  which  these  are  made  available  for  the 
purposes  of  the  firm's  industry  and  trade,  may  be  esti- 
mated from  the  following  brief  description  of  the 
premises  at   the   above  ^address.     The   large    and    sub- 


stantial block  of  building,  having  a  splendid  freestone 
frontage  of  150  feet,  comprises  three  floors,  the  offices 
and  cart  entrance  being  on  the  ground  floor.  The  in- 
ternal arrangements  are  of  the  most  complete  descrip- 
tion, and  both  the  public  and  private  apartments  are 
appointed  in  every  degree  of  first-class  taste.  To  the 
rear  of  the  main  building  is  a  spacious  store  fitted  and 
equipped  with  all  the  accessories  of  the  oil  refining 
industry,  the  immense  tanks  indicating  the  magnitude 
of  the  firm's  output  ;  and  the  whole  premises  bear  evi- 
dence of  the  thorough  knowledge  of  detail  and  organisa- 
tion, of  public  requirements,  and  the  care  and  attention 
promptly  taken  to  provide  for  them  possessed  by  the 
partners  and  their  able  and  efficient  coadjutors  in  the 
management  of  the  business.  The  entire  interests  of 
this  old  and  valuable  concern  are  preserved  under  the 
combined  enterprise  of  Messrs.  James  and  R.  F. 
Alexander,  the  only  partners  of  the  firm,  and  as  makers 
in  special  of  all  kinds  of  compound  vegetable  oils  for 
marine  engines,  their  productions  have  been  advanced 
in  public  appreciation  and  demand.  In  Glasgow  alone 
the  firm  command  a  most  extensive  trade,  and  for  the 
excellence  of  their  merchandise,  as  well  as  the  liberal 
and  satisfactory  character  of  their  dealings,  few  firms 
are  better  known  among  the  entire  shipping  trade  of 
this  country  than  that  of  Messrs.  Jamieson  &  Co.  In 
controlling  the  routine  of  a  business  which  is  already 
well  founded  in  half  a  century's  undiminished  repute 
and  commercial  importance,  the  above-named  gentlemen 
have  evinced  active  zeal  and  energy  towards  attaining 
perfection  in  the  branch  of  manufacturing  and  pro- 
ductive activity  they  represent,  and  the  advances  of 
mechanical  science  at  the  present  day,  particularly  in 
marine  engineering,  have  brought  their  eminent  speci- 
alities into  wide  and  well-merited  recognition. 
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MESSRS.    JOHN     GILMOUR    &    Co.,    Manufacturers    of    Bricks    and    Tiles,    &c, 

10,    Cook    Street,    S.S.,    Glasgow. 


A  firm  engaged  in  the  fire-clay  business,  which  is, 
moreover,  possessed  of  its  own  coal-pits,  may  be 
assumed  to  be  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  exceptionally 
important  trade,  and  to  carry  on  operations  upon  an 
unusually  extensive  scale.  Such  is  certainly  the  case  as 
regards  Messrs.  John  Gilmour  &  Co.,  whose  pits  and 
fields  are  at  Bonnyton,  Kilmarnock,  and  whose  Glasgow 
office  and  depot  are  at  No.  10,  Cook  Street,  South  Side. 
This  firm — an  old-established  one — was  founded  by 
Mr.  John  Gilmour,  whose  name  it  perpetuates.  He, 
some  years  ago,  was  succeeded  by  Messrs.  John  Morton 
and  James  Parker.  These  gentlemen,  though  still  re- 
taining the  name  of  the  founder,  are  now  the  only  active 
partners  in  the  concern.  Under  their  control  the  busi- 
ness, which  from  the  first  has  been  an  important  one, 
has  attained  more  considerable  dimensions,  till  now  it  is 
about  the  most  notable  of  its  class  in  the  whole  country, 
and  is  still  developing  in  a  remarkable  degree.  The 
partners  appropriately  divide  the  administrative  work, 
Mr.  Parker  attending  to  the  productive  branch  of  the 
trade  at  Bonnyton,  while  Mr.  Morton  manages  the 
distributive  department  in  Glasgow.  Effective  supervi- 
sion in  both  branches  is  thus  secured. 

Every  description  of  fire-clay  goods,  both  useful 
and  ornamental,  is  manufactured  by  the  firm,  in- 
cluding white  and  coloured  enamelled  bricks  and  tiles, 
enamelled  kitchen  and  scullery  sinks,  enamelled 
washtubs,  enamelled  wash-out  closets,  facing  and  fire 
bricks,    chimney   cans,    sewerage   pipes,    vent    linings, 


oncomes,  flooring  tiles,  cattle  troughs,  horse  mangers, 
&c.  The  mere  enumeration  of  this  formidable 
list  will  help  to  give  a  notion  of  the  diversity  of  pur- 
poses to  which  fire-clay  is  now  applied,  and  the  varied 
forms  of  manufacture  which  its  extended  use  has 
called  into  existence.  In  fact  the  sanitary  importance 
now-a-days  of  this  material  cannot  be  over-estimated. 
It  is  non-corrosive,  cleanly,  and  in  certain  forms  hand- 
some. There  are  few  firms,  of  course,  which  manu- 
facture it  so  comprehensively  as  Messrs.  John  Gilmour 
and  Co.,  and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  few  possess 
such  remarkable  facilities.  Also  must  it  be  remembered 
that  the  possession  of  these  facilities,  and  the  fact  that 
they  are  themselves  distributors  as  well  as  pit  and  field 
owners  and  manufacturers,  enable  them  to  supply  all 
kinds  of  fire-clay  requisites  at  first  cost.  Hence  they 
have  an  immense  advantage  over  mere  traders,  and 
consequently  their  trade  connections  are  very  extensive. 
At  their  Bonnyton  works  several  hundred  hands  are  em- 
ployed, but  for  the  present  we  are  concerned  not  so 
much  with  these  as  with  the  Glasgow  branch,  where 
goods  are  stored  and  thence  despatched  all  over  the 
country.  These  premises  are  admirably  suited  to  the 
requirements  of  the  firm's  business.  A  railway  runs 
almost  overhead,  and  the  arches  form  the  best  possible 
stores  for  the  finer  sort  of  bricks,  &c.  Moreover,  their 
yard  is  almost  enclosed  with  buildings  wherein  other 
goods  are  stored  in  immense  quantities,  and  the  stock  is 
as  diversified  as  it  is  great. 


JAMES    HENDERSON,  Job    Master,    Cab    and  Carriage  Hirer,    6,   Govan   Road,   Glasgow. 


For  upwards  of  twenty  years  past  the  important 
business  successfully  conducted  by  Mr.  James  Hender- 
son, Job  Master,  Cab  and  Carriage  Hirer,  &c,  6,  Govan 
Road,  Glasgow,  has  held  a  deservedly  popular  position 
in  the  City  fully  meriting  the  attention  of  our  readers. 
The  business  was  originally  established  in  1869  at 
Crookston  Street,  from  whence  it  was  removed,  in  1874, 
to  the  commodious  site  now  occupied  as  headquarters, 
6,  Govan  Road.  The  premises,  which  were  entirely 
rebuilt  about  six  years  ago,  are  constructed  on  strictly 
modern  principles,  embracing  all  the  latest  improvements 
in  this  class  of  erections,  comprising  handsome  building 
of  commodious  proportions,  immediately  facing  the  site 
of  the  old  Toll  House  ;  and  are  fully  provided  with  every 
convenience  for  the  accommodation  of  the  extensive 
plant  required  in  the  business.  Fronting  the  street  is  a 
well-appointed  office,  and  in  the  rear  are  spacious  yard, 
wash-houses,  harness  and  saddle  rooms,  and  extensive 
lock-up  coach-houses.  The  stabling,  which  provides 
accommodation  for  forty  horses,  is  situated  on  the  upper 
flat  of  the  building,  reached  by  an  ingeniously  constructed 
gangway  slope,  giving  easy  access  to  the  stables.  The 
establishment  is  fully  provided  with  every  description  of 
close  and  open  carriages  and  other  vehicles  of  elegant 
design  and  superior  appointments,  saddle  and  driving 
horses,  cobs  and  ponies  ;  and  the  services  of  a  large 
staff  of  steady  and  reliable  drivers  may  always  be 
obtained  if  required.     Mr.  Henderson  has  also  extensive 


branch  establishments  at  4,  Shields'  Road,  Pollock- 
shields  ;  Queen  Street  Station  (a  calling  office)  ;  and 
19,  Smith  Street,  Hillhead,  the  latter  premises  providing 
stabling  for  eighty  horses.  All  the  branches  have  been 
placed  in  telephonic  communication  with  the  central 
office  in  Govan  Road,  and  are  also  available  to  all 
members  of  the  telephonic  exchange,  affording  every 
facility  for  the  promptest  attention  to  orders  from  this 
source.  Mr.  Henderson  is  widely  patronised  by  the 
leading  resident  nobility  and  gentry  in  the  district,  by 
whom  he  is  universally  esteemed  for  his  unvarying 
courtesy  and  unremitting  efforts  to  give  the  highest 
satisfaction  to  all  who  favour  him  with  orders.  The 
services  of  a  large  number  of  employes  are  engaged  in 
the  various  departments  of  the  business,  with  whom  the 
principal's  relations  have  always  been  of  the  most  cordial 
character ;  and  in  every  detail  of  the  management,  this 
gentleman  is  considerate  to  a  degree  for  the  welfare  of 
his  servants.  Mr.  Henderson  is  well  known  in  the 
City,  and  supplies  a  familiar  figure  of  our  principal 
thoroughfares  as,  seated  behind  his  high  stepping  pony, 
he  delights  the  public  with  his  mastery  of  the  art  of 
diiving,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  cleverest  exponents  in 
the  North,  and  as  a  thorough  judge  of  equine  excellence, 
deservedly  enjoys  a  reputation  which  justly  inspires 
confidence  in  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  dealing  with 
him. 
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WOLFFE    Brothers,    Watch   Manufacturers   and    Importers,    Wholesale    Jewellers,    &c, 
46,    Gordon     Street,    Glasgow.        Factory :   94,    Vyse    Street,    Birmingham. 

Telegraphic  addresses  : — "  Lupus,"  Glasgow  ;  "  Lupus,"  Birmingham. 


An  eminent  source  of  Glasgow's  commercial  prosperity 
may  be  traced  in  those  departments  of  activity  in  which 
the  well-known  firm  of  Messrs.  Wolffe  Brothers  have 
acquired  special  distinction,  and  as  wholesale  jewellers 
and  importers  and  manufacturers  of  watches,  operating 
on  an  extensive  scale,  this  house  maintains  a  standing 
among  its  contemporaries  consistent  with  the  enterprise 
that  its  principals  have  manifested  during  a  trading 
existence  of  some  twenty-six  years.  It  is  now  under 
the  joint  proprietary  of  Messrs.  David  and  Bernard 
Wolffe.  The  business  has  been  directed  towards  the 
supply  of  all  kinds  of  jewellery  and  watches  exclusively 
to  the  trade.  Favoured  by  the  support  of  large  connec- 
tions all  over  Scotland,  England,  Ireland,  Channel 
Islands,  etc.,  the  firm  have  been  enabled  to  provide  for 
jewellers  and  merchants  on  terms  only  available  to  a 
house  dealing  directly  with  the  main  centres  of  watch 
and  jewellery  production  and  commanding  the  resources 
of  two  factories.  Messrs.  Wolffe  Brothers  have 
largely  contributed  to  perpetuate  the  long-established 
popularity  of  the  Geneva  watch,  and  the  excellent 
productions  specialised  by  them  in  this  line  represent 
the  output  of  the  busy  factory  at  Chaux  de  Fonds,  in 
Switzerland,  from  which  these  are  regularly  derived. 
In  London,  Coventry,  and  Birmingham  they  conduct  a 
busy  and  prosperous  industry  in  every  one  of  the  several 


branches  of  watch  and  jewellery  manufacture  for  which 
these  centres  are  favoured,  and  in  response  to  the 
exigencies  and  tastes  of  modern  times,  they  have  taken 
a  worthy  initiative  in  placing  upon  the  market  goods 
which  illustrate  a  perfect  reconciliation  between  first- 
class  handiwork  and  moderate  prices.  Relying  upon 
the  trade  support  which  over  a  quarter  of  a  century's 
honorable  trading  has  tended  to  elicit,  the  firm  endea- 
vour to  sustain  this  high  standard  on  terms  profitable 
alike  to  themselves  and  their  constituents,  and,  by  reason 
of  this  fact  alone,  command  a  repute  in  the  British 
watch  jewellery  trade  that  requires  no  endorsement. 
Both  principals  are  well  known  and  much  esteemed  for 
their  courtesy  and  business  enterprise,  and  anticipate 
the  orders  of  a  widespread  and  influential  clientele  with 
the  exactitude  of  a  firm  thoroughly  conversant  with 
every  development  of  the  trade  and  industry  of  which 
they  have  become  accredited  pioneers.  The  premises 
at  46,  Gordon  Street,  comprise  a  large  warehouse  in 
conjunction  with  showroom,  counting-house,  office,  and 
store,  and  are  fitted  and  appointed  in  a  manner  suitable 
and  convenient  to  the  needs  of  an  extensive  trade.  The 
appropriate  Latinised  form  of  the  firm's  name,  "Lupus," 
readily  identifies  the  house  in  telegraphic  communica- 
tions forwarded  to  Glasgow  or  to  the  depot  at  94,  Vyse 
Street,  Birmingham. 


MESSRS.    D.      BARBOUR    &    Co.,    Renfield   Works,    Pollokshaws,    Glasgow. 


The  important  department  of  textile  industry,  re- 
presented by  Messrs.  David  Barbour  &  Co.,  Chenille 
and  Tapestry  Manufacturers,  of  the  Renfield  Works, 
Pollokshaws,  has  for  many  generations  past  found  a 
home  in  the  district  of  Glasgow,  and  has,  by  the  vast 
improvements  which  have  distinguished  the  application 
of  modern  appliances  and  scientific  skill  to  the  various 
processes  of  production,  obtained  a  firmly  established 
position  in  the  markets  of  the  world. 

The  business  conducted  by  Messrs.  Barbour  was 
founded  some  years  ago,  and  was  continued  for  a 
considerable  period  under  the  style  of  Barbour  and 
Anderson,  which  was  altered  to  its  present  title  on  the 
retirement  of  the  latter  gentleman.  The  premises 
occupied  by  the  firm,  and  to  which  they  have  recently 
removed,  comprise  buildings  admirably  adapted  for  the 
trade  and  combining  all  the  modern  improvements 
which  experience  suggests  for  the  provision  of  well- 
ventilated  and  healthy  workshops  for  the  operatives 
engaged.  The  works  are  entered  by  a  carriage  way  with 
gate-keeper's  lodge,  and  contain  suitably  appointed 
offices,  packing  and  dispatch  departments,  and  finely 
decorated  show  and  stock  rooms,  lighted  from  the  roof 
and  fitted  throughout  with  stained  and  varnished  wood 
panels,  partitions,  and  counters,  the  whole  having  an 
effective  and  pleasing  appearance.  The  operative 
departments  are  conducted  in  large  weaving  sheds 
containing  about  100  hand  and  steam  power  looms,  and 


are  now  in  the  course  of  fitting  up  further  looms,  and 
are  provided  with  every  convenience  adapting  them  for 
the  extensive  trade  of  the  firm.  A  large  staff  of 
hands  is  employed  in  the  several  branches  of  production, 
which  include  the  manufacture  of  the  finest  qualities  of 
tapestries  in  the  richest  combinations,  which  for  artistic 
designs  and  beauty  of  colouring  are  unrivalled  by  any 
maker  in  the  trade  ;  Chenille  table  covers  and 
upholsterings,  silk  and  Madras  curtains,  and  goods  of 
similar  texture.  The  firm  are  now  engaged  in  pro- 
ducing an  entirely  new  range  of  designs  in  Chenilles  by 
first-class  artists,  for  the  season's  trade,  which  will  sus- 
tain the  high  reputation  of  the  firm  in  this  class  of  goods 
and  fully  justify  the  leading  position  they  enjoy  in  the 
markets  of  the  world.  An  extensive  and  valuable  con- 
nection has  been  established  by  the  firm,  who  number 
on  their  books  the  principal  buyers  throughout  the 
Kingdom ;  and  they  also  cultivate,  with  marked  success, 
a  considerable  foreign  export  trade.  Messrs.  Barbour 
obtained  awards  of  gold  medals  for  the  excellence  of 
their  exhibits  at  Paris  (Grand  Prix),  1878,  and  Melbourne, 
1881,  and  in  conclusion  we  may  add  that  their  London 
showrooms,  situated  at  2,  Paternoster  Square,  E.C., 
will  be  found  convenient  for  Metropolitan  buyers,  while 
their  telegraphic  addresses,  "  Lightful,"  London,  and 
"  Renfield,"  Pollokshaws,  will  place  clients  at  a  distance 
in  prompt  communication  with  the  firm. 
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ALEX.    MALCOLM    &   Co.,    Mercantile    Stationers,  Letterpress  Printers  and  Lithographers, 
34,    Ann    Street,   City,   Glasgow,    E.C.,    and   75,    Finsbury    Pavement,    London,    E.G. 

Telephone  :  —  No.    3344. 


A  leading  house  among  the  many  representative 
undertakings  which  contribute  to  Glasgow's  commercial 
activity  is  that  of  Alexander  Malcolm  and  Co.,  the 
well-known  firm  of  letterpress  printers  and  lithographers, 
whose  trading  operations  have  extended  all  over  the 
United  Kingdom.  It  is  now  fifteen  years  since  this 
concern  was  founded  by  Mr.  Alexander  Malcolm,  whose 
son,  Mr.  James  S.  Malcolm,  now  controls  its  affairs  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Robert  Thomson,  the  only  other 
partner  of  the  firm.  As  the  natural  outcome  of  the  enter- 
prise, which  has  been  characteristic  ofthe  house  from  first 
to  last,  it  has  rapidly  assumed  a  high  place  in  the  branch 
of  commerce  it  represents.  The  ostensible  desire  of 
the  firm  to  anticipate  correctly  the  general  requirements 
of  the  mercantile  community  has  been  fully  and  amply 
recognised  "in  the  immense  trade  which  has  been  de- 
veloped, and  the  famous  "  A.  B.  C."  Time  Tables  and 
Diary  which  are  issued  by  this  firm  have  done  much  to 
extend  and  popularise  the  name  of  the  house  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  country.  The  Time  Table  and  Diary 
is  a  much-prized  vade  mecnm  to  all  classes,  and,  as  one 
which  is  not  confined  to  local  information,  it  embodies  a 
number  of  matters  of  universal  interest,  and  is,  con- 
sequently, useful  under  all  conditions.  Alexander 
Malcolm  and  Co.  have  manifested  considerable  fore- 
sight in  discovering  the  exact  requirements  of  the  entire 
trade,  and,  while  primarily  and  distinctly  letterpress 
printers  and  lithographers,  have  been  enabled  to  provide 
— both  for  the  trade  and  the  general  public — eveiything 
to  which  their  operations  as  high-class  printers  and 
lithographers  could  be  effectively  applied.  Their 
Chromo'  Calendar  work  especially  bears  a  general 
appearance  of  elegance  and  taste  which  manifests  that 
the  firm  do  not  indulge  in  the  production  of  meaningless 
designs,  but  of  all  classes  of  sound  and  well-finished 
lithography  tending  to  please,  not  only  the  firms  or 
houses  whose  orders  in  this  line  are  fulfilled,  but  also  the 
various  adherents  and  patrons  of  each  business,  and  to 
represent  and  convey  a  correct  and  favourable  impression 


to  customers  of  the  style  or  status  of  the  house  with 
which  they  deal.  In  printing,  as  in  lithography,  Messrs. 
Malcolm  manifest  a  refined  taste,  and  elegance  is  also 
a  feature  in  all  the  other  kindred  operations — of  ruling, 
paging,  bookbinding,  or  account-book  making.  We 
know  of  few  firms  who  devote  so  much  care  and  consi- 
deration to  the  wants  of  each  individual  customer,  or 
class  of  customers,  as  Messrs.  Alexander  Malcolm  and 
Co.  They  are  represented  in  every  city  and  town  of 
importance  in  the  United  Kingdom  by  travellers,  whose 
attentiveness  to  the  interests  of  their  clients — among 
many  commercial  and  professional  houses  of  standing — 
ensures  the  prompt  and  accurate  fulfilment  of  all  orders. 
During  the  past  fifteen  years  of  a  progressive  and  well- 
supported  business,  the  firm's  resources  have  been 
gradually  increasing.  From  the  original  circumscribed 
premises  in  Oswald  Street,  Messrs.  Alexander  Malcolm 
removed  to  their  present  more  pretentious  in  the  City, 
formerly  occupied  by  six  different  firms,  but  now  by 
Messrs.  Alexander  Malcolm  and  Co.  alone,  within 
convenient  access  of  the  various  important  mercantile 
houses.  Here  the  whole  space  is  devoted  to  the 
purposes  of  the  firm,  the  first  floor  forming  the  general 
warehouse  and  binding  rooms,  with  counting  house 
and  private  rooms  adjoining,  while  the  other  two 
floors  comprise  the  whole  mechanical  equipment.  It 
is  impossible  to  speak  adequately  within  present 
limits  of  the  many  excellent  and  facile  appliances  of 
which  the  firm's  machinery  and  plant  are  composed.  It 
is  only  necessary  to  say  that  every  modern  improvement 
is  here  made  available  for  the  purposes  of  the  firm's 
work,  and  the  entire  operations  are  sustained  by  a  large 
staff  of  hands.  All  matters  are  regulated  under  the 
close  personal  supervision  of  the  partners,  who  are 
gentlemen  of  thoroughly  practical  skill.  They  are 
highly  respected  throughout  the  trade,  and  relax  no 
exertions  to  preserve  and  still  further  enhance  the  very 
eminent  name  and  repute  which  their  meritorious  work 
and  liberal  transactions  have  alike  earned. 


R.  DONALDSON  &  SON,  Pianoforte  and  Music  Sellers,  132,  Hope' Street,  Glasgow. 


The  musical  world  of  Glasgow  is  very  adequately 
catered  for  by  the  above  old  and  justly  celebrated  firm. 
The  business  was  founded  in  the  year  1864  by  the  late 
R.  Donaldson,  and  is  at  present  carried  on  by  his  son 
under  the  above  title.  The  business  is  a  very  impor- 
tant and  representative  one,  enjoying  a  valuable  patron- 
age from  the  opulent  classes  resident  in  the  City  and  the 
West  of  Scotland.  Mr.  Donaldson's  fine  premises 
consist  of  a  large  front  saloon,  displaying  a  varied 
selection  of  pianofortes,  organs,  harmoniums,  and  other 
musical  instruments,  by  all  the  best  makers,  such  as 
Collard  and  Collard,  Broadwood,  Kirkman,  Ralph 
Allison  and  Sons,  and  Neumeyer.  The  collection  is 
very  representative,  and  shows  the  whole  range  of  the 


manufacture  of  both  home  and  foreign  firms.  The 
house  is  also  well  known  as  a  general  music  depot,  and 
receives  consignments  of  all  the  latest  music  from 
London  weekly.  An  efficient  staff  of  skilled  workmen 
is  maintained  for  repairing  and  tuning  instruments, 
both  in  town  and  country.  The  main  saloon  is  fully 
sixty  feet  long,  and  forms  a  splendid  warehouse.  In 
addition  to  the  home  department,  a  large  trade  is  con- 
trolled abroad  with  conspicuous  success.  Mr.  Donald- 
son, in  a  word,  has  been  extremely  successful  in 
maintaining  and  extending  the  old  reputation  of  the 
firm,  and  in  doing  this  his  artistic  talents  have  stood 
him  in  good  stead.  He  is  vety  popular  in  musical 
circles,  and  is  an  accomplished  and  courteous  man  of 
business. 
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MESSRS.    BARNET    &    COMPY.,    Upholsterers,    Trimming    Manufacturers   and 
Warehousemen,    12,   Cadogan   Street,  Glasgow. 


Technical  art  in  its  most  attractive  forms  is  probably 
exemplified  in  high-class  upholstery,  but  when  we 
admire  beautiful  specimens  thereof,  we  are,  perhaps, 
rather  prone  to  give  the  upholsterer  more  credit  than  is 
due  to  him.  Let  it  not  be  assumed  that  this  is  said  in 
any  depreciatory  spirit  ;  on  the  contrary,  a  thoroughly 
good  upholsterer  must  be  endowed  with  taste,  as  well  as 
possess  skill  far  above  that  which  the  average  handi- 
craftsman can  boast  of.  But  we  must  not  confound  his 
manipulative  contribution  to  high-class  furnishings 
which  impress  us  with  the  creative  art  of  the  manu- 
facturer who  supplies 
him  with  the  most 
exquisite  materials  of 
his  trade.  When  one 
comes  to  reflect  upon 
this  distinction  it  will 
doubtless  be  realised 
that  the  maker  of 
these  beautiful  mate- 
rials must,  indeed, 
have  the  aesthetic 
faculty  developed  in 
an  exceptional  degree, 
must  have  a  true  eye 
for  colour,  and  must 
be  capable  of  bold  but 
harmonious  combina- 
tions. This  concep- 
tion is  by  no  means 
an  exaggerated  one, 
for    the    manufacturer 

of  upholsterer's  trimmings  not  only  executes  but  devises 
the  rich  embroidery,  fringes,  edgings,  and  tassels  in  silk, 
fine  yarns,  and  wools,  which,  in  so  conspicuous  a  degree, 
contribute  to  effective  upholstery  work.  This  manu- 
facture is  one  involving  a  good  deal  of  line  and  delicate 
manipulation,  as  well  as  the  artistic  qualifications  already 
noted. 

Such,  in  brief,  is  the  kind  of  business  carried  on  by 
Messrs.  Barnet  &  Co.,  of  12,  Cadogan  Street,  Glasgow, 
and  it  is  one  in  which  they  excel.  For  many  of  the 
designs  they  make  use  of  originated  with  themselves, 
and  are  registered  by  them.     In  certain  respects,  there- 


fore, this  firm  are  unapproachable,  and  in  this  connection 
it  may  be  stated  that  Messrs.  Barnet  &  Co.  are  the 
only  makers  in  Scotland  of  the  fine  plush  cord  used  in 
artistic  trimmings.  Indeed,  such  is  the  position  they 
have  attained,  that  their  trade  extends  all  over  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  no  small  proportion  of  the  goods 
they  send  to  London  are  afterwards  consigned  to  all 
parts  of  the  world.  It  may  be  added,  moreover,  that, 
as  manufacturers,  they  have  supplied  the  trimmings  for 
the  upholstery  work  at  the  most  notable  hotels  and 
mansions  built    during   recent    years,  and  also  for    the 

upholstery  of  crack 
yachts.  Amongst 
others  to  whom  this 
firm  have  supplied 
their  manufactures — ■ 
of  course,  in  an  indirect 
manner,  as  the  firm 
are  exclusively  whole- 
sale, and  work  to  the 
trade  only — might  be 
mentioned  Her 

Majesty  the  Queen, 
the  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  Earl  of  Rosebery, 
Sir  Frederick  Leigh- 
ton,  Mr.  Vanderbilt, 
of  New  York,  Sir 
William  Pearce,  and 
a  long  list  of  titled  and 
untitled  members  of 
the  Aristocracy  of 
birth   and  talent. 

These  facts,  attesting  the  pre-eminence  of  the  firm, 
are  all  the  more  significant,  considering  that  it  was  only 
founded  in  1885,  under  the  title  of  Barnet  &  Young. 
Two  years  later  the  present  designation  was  assumed, 
but  the  sole  principal  now  is  Mr.  John  Barnet.  It  says 
much  for  that  gentleman's  practical  skill  and  business 
enterprise  that,  in  so  short  a  time,  he  should  have  taken 
perhaps  the  leading  position  in  the  trade.  Considering 
what  he  has  already  achieved,  the  tendency  of  the 
business  he  controls  will  probably  be  towards  very  much 
greater  expansion  in  the  future. 


ANDREW  BROWN,  Rope  and  Twine  Manufacturer,  52,  Bellfield  Street,  Glasgow. 


In  illustrating  by  means  of  typical  examples  the 
position  of  the  various  important  industries  of  Glasgow, 
a  portion  of  the  space  at  our  disposal  is  necessarily 
claimed  by  the  important  rope  and  twine  manufacture. 
A  very  good  firm  is  that  of  Mr.  Andrew  Brown,  of 
Bellfield  Street.  The  business  was  begun  by  him  in  the 
year  1S77,  an(l  soon  attained  a  foremost  place,  owing  to 
the  energy  and  skill  with  which  all  its  operations 
were  directed.  The  premises  are  sufficiently 
extensive  fir  carrying  on  the  trade  on  a  large 
rcale.  The  main  shed  is  of  ample  width  and 
a  hundred  and  twenty  yards  in  length.  The  newest 
appliances     have     been      fitted     up      here,      but       the 


industry  is  not  one  requiring  very  heavy  plant.  The 
varn  is  obtained  ready  spun  from  the  manufacturers  in 
80-yard  lengths,  and  is  twisted  by  an  ingenious  but 
simple  arrangement  of  spindles  into  twine  or  rope  of 
any  required  thickness.  Alongside  the  rope-walk  are 
the  necessary  sheds  for  preparing  the  yarn.  The 
working  staff  numbers  fourteen  hands.  Mr.  Brown  is 
himself  a  practical  man,  and  personally  directs  the 
business.  The  turn-out  of  ropes  and  twines,  mostly  of 
the  finest  quality,  is  very  large,  and  goes  almost  entirely 
to  local  customers.  It  may  be  interesting  to  note  that  a 
pony  renders  very  able  assistance  in  carrying  out  the 
finishing  operations. 
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OVINIUS    DAVIS,    Photographic    Artist,    52,    West    Nile    Street,    Glasgow. 


In  no  department  of  scientific  art  has  there  been 
evidenced  more  advance  and  development  than  in  that 
of  the  photographer,  which  year  by  year  approaches 
nearer  to  that  acme  of  perfection  so  confidently  pre- 
dicted by  its  discoverer,  and  which  has  so  nearly  been 
realised  by  its  most  eminent  professors.  The  City  of 
Glasgow  can,  in  this  connection,  justly  claim  recognition 
for  its  possession  of  some  of  the  leading  operative  artists 
in  the  Kingdom,  of  whom  special  distinction  must  be 
assigned  to  Mr.  Ovinius  Davis,  whose  popular  studio  at 
52,  West  Nile  Street,  is  one  of  the  most  widely  patron- 
ised in  the  West  of  Scotland.  The  establishment  may 
also  justly  lay  claim  to  the  title  of  being  the  oldest  in 
the  City,  having  been  founded  by  Mr.  Davis  thirty-five 
years  ago,  dating  back  to  the  period  when  the  art  of 
photography  was  yet  in  its  infancy  and  the  capacity  of 
its  professors  was  bound  by  the  limited  progress  then  made 
in  the  science.  Mr.  Davis'  studio  is  replete  with  new  and 
improved  apparatus,  combining  every  appliance  that 
modern  science  has  suggested  for  facilitating  the  execu- 
tion of  every  branch  of  artistic  photography  in  cartes-de- 
visite,  cabinet,  promenade,  and  panel  portraits.  Mr. 
Davis  also  undertakes,  with  marked  success,  enlarge- 
ments from  photographs,  finished  in  oils,  water-colour, 
or  monochrome,  and  the  execution  of  highly  finished  opal 


portraits  in  water-colour  or  monochrome.  An  extensive 
branch  studio  has  been  established  at  Princes  Street, 
Edinburgh,  which  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  largest  and 
best-appointed  in  Scotland,  and  with  few  rivals  in  mag- 
nificence and  completeness  in  the  Kingdom.  The  works 
are  situated  at  Corstophine,  a  few  miles  from  Edinburgh, 
this  site  having  been  selected  for  the  purity  and  brilliancy 
of  the  atmosphere,  a  decided  advantage  in  printing  from 
the  negatives,  and  at  this  establishment  are  conducted 
the  various  processes  of  retouching,  mounting,  and 
finishing  the  work.  Every  portrait  produced  at  these 
establishments  can  bear  inspection,  and  the  enamelled 
pictures — a  process  which  Mr.  Davis  was  the  first  to 
introduce  into  Scotland — are  characterised  by  a  delicacy 
and  life-like  fidelity  of  expression  quite  unrivalled. 
The  services  of  a  staff  of  expert  operators,  retouchers, 
and  assistants  are  employed  in  the  various  departments 
of  the  establishment.  Orders  are  constantly  received 
by  Mr.  Davis  for  enamelled  and  enlarged  portraits  from 
all  parts  of  the  world.  The  unassailable  reputation  of 
the  house  for  perfection  of  work  has  long  been  an 
acknowledged  fact  in  the  artistic  world,  and  the 
unbroken  record  of  continuous  success  for  the  past  thirty- 
five  years  conveys  a  far  more  effective  evidence  of 
popular  appreciation  than  could  be  expressed. 


Mr.    M.    EDWARDS   (late  James   White),    Optician    and    Mathematical  Instrument    Maker, 

209,  Sauchiehall  Street,  Glasgow. 


The  manufacture  of  scientific  instruments  can  scarcely 
be  regarded  as  a  merely  mechanical  avocation,  having 
regard  to  the  high  intelligence  it  implies,  the  nice  accu- 
racy of  adjustment,  and  the  consequent  delicacy  of 
manipulation  which  are  indispensable.  It  is  a  business 
which  requires  not  only  a  long  specialised  training,  but 
even  natural  aptitude,  if  one  would  excel  in  it.  These 
qualifications  are  possessed  in  an  exceptional  degree  by 
Mr.  Matthew  Edwards,  successor  to  the  business 
carried  on  by  Mr.  James  White,  at  209,  Sauchiehall 
Street,  who  founded  the  business  now  so  successfully 
carried  on  by  Mr.  Edwards,  managing  partner  for 
several  years  in  the  same  establishment.  Mr.  Edwards, 
therefore,  has  had  the  right  sort  of  technical  experience, 
and  he  worthily  upholds  the  reputation  of  the  establish- 
ment of  which  he  is  now  proprietor.  For,  under  Mr. 
White's  administration,  so  superior  in  all  respects  were 
the  appliances  manufactured  and  traded  in,  that  that 
gentleman  as  optician,  etc.,  was  appointed  to  supply  the 
Glasgow  University  and  the  Eye  Infirmary.  He  also, 
as  maker  of  Sir  William  Thomson's  nautical  and  elec- 
trical instruments,  was  contractor  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  Obviously,  therefore,  as  an  optician  and 
philosophical  instrument  maker,  Mr.  White  attained 
an  almost  unique  celebrity,  and  to  the  successes  he 
achieved  his  manager,  Mr.  Edwards,  of  course  con- 
tributed. Who,  then,  more  fit  to  succeed  the  founder 
than  Mr.  Edwards  ?  who,  indeed,  equally  capable  of 
carrying  on  the  concern  upon  the  admirable  lines  here- 
tofore pursued  ?  Such  importance  and  celebrity  as  the 
business  now  under  notice  has  won  are  not  acquired  in  a 


day,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  has  now  been  established 
for  forty  years.  During  that  period  many  notable  improve- 
ments have  been  wrought  in  the  manufacture  of  optical, 
mathematical,  nautical,  electrical,  and  photographic 
appliances.  With  these  improvements  Mr.  Edwards 
has  had  not  a  little  to  do,  and  has  a  large  and  high-class 
connection  with  medical  men,  scientists,  photographers, 
and  public  institutions  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The 
various  sections  of  Mr.  Edwards'  business  are  severally 
so  comprehensive  and  important  that  nothing  short  of  a 
detailed  catalogue  would  suffice  to  do  justice  to  each. 
For  example,  the  department  devoted  to  microscopy 
alone  necessitates  the  issue  of  a  64-page  catalogue. 
Therein  are  given  illustrations  and  descriptions  of 
numerous  microscopes  and  accessories,  not  only  of  Mr. 
Edward's  own  make,  but  also  those  of  the  best  English 
and  Continental  makers.  These  makers  include  Crouch 
(London),  Zeiss  (Jena),  Watson  (London),  Reichert 
(Vienna),  Swift  (London),  Beck  (London),  Ross 
(London),  Powell  and  Lealand  (London),  Pragnowski 
(Paris),  Hartnach  (Potsdam),  and  Leitz  (Wetzlar). 
Crouch's  Photo- Micographic  Camera,  for  taking  lantern 
plates  of  microscopic  objects,  is  a  very  interesting  spe- 
ciality. 

Mr.  Edwards'  Sauchiehall  Street  premises  comprise 
a  large  shop  or  warehouse,  show-room,  counting-house, 
and  stores.  There  is  also  a  dark  room  for  the  use  of 
amateur  photographers.  The  premises  have  an  attrac- 
tive frontage,  the  double  windows  containing  a  most 
interesting  assortment  of  optical  and  scientific  instru- 
ments. 
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PETER    DAWSON,    Distiller    and    Whisky    Merchant, 
Dufftown,    Glenlivet    District,  Export   Office :    99,   Maxwell  Street,  Glasgow. 


We  remember  perusing  not  very  long  ago  an  essay  by 
that  ever  -  fertile  journalist  and  litterateur,  George 
Augustus  Sala,  on  the  subject  of  "Dublin  Whisky,"  and 
it  seems  to  us  not  unmeet,  in  a  review  of  the  history, 
industries,  and  commerce  of  the  "  Second  City  of  the 
Empire,"  that  we  should  devote  a  page  to  what  our 
literary  friend,  Sandie  Macnab,  would  describe  as  "  a 
moderate  eulogy  of  our  national  stimulent  !" — a  bever- 
age, by  the  way,  whose  virtues  have  been  declared  by 
novelist,  philosopher,  and  bard  ;  and  not  the  least  of 
whose  services  to  mankind  are  depicted  by  "him  of 
Ayrshire,"  when  he  says  : — 

"  Fortune  !  if  thou'll  but  gie  me  still 
Hale  breeks,  a  scone,  a  whisky  gill, 
And  routh  o'  rhyme  to  rave  at  will 

Tak'  a'  the  rest, 
Deal  a'  about  as  thy  blind  skill 

Directs  thee  best," — 

and  whose  qualifications  as  peacemaker  far  surpass  all 
the  questionable  assurance  of  "  Triple  Alliances,"  an' 
a'  sic  o'  that  ilk  !    For  are  we  not  told  that — 

"  When  neebors  anger  at  a  plea, 
And  just  as  wud  as  wud  can  be, 
How  easy  can  the  barley-bree 

Cement  the  quarrel  ! 
Its  aye  the  cheapest  lawyer's  fee 

To  taste  the  barrel !  " 

Without  desire,  then,  to  raise  even  the  semblance 
of  an  "  Irish  difficulty"  to  add  to  the  already  sufficiently 
swollen  tide  of  grievances  from  which  Hibernia  suffers, 
we  are  going  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  "  peat 
reek,"  the  veritable  nectar  distilled  from  the  choicest 
barley  mingled  with  the  crystal  product  of  "  loch  and 
rock  and  mountain  crannie,"  and  worthy  to  supplant 
the  spumates  calices  with  which  Dido  is  said  to  have 
regaled  Tineas  and  his  companions  at  Carthage. 

This    is    how  that  authoritative   work    by 
Burnard,    "  The    Whisky    Distilleries    of    the 
Kingdom,"  speaks  of  the  place  : — 

"  Before  coming  to  Glasgow  Mr.  Dawson  owned  the 
"  well-known  distillery  of  Auchnagie,  Ballinluig,  near 
"  Pitlochry.  The  W'hisky  is  Highland  Malt,  and 
"  there  was  an  annual  output  of  between  50,000 
"  and  60,000  gallons.  The  whole  of  this  beautiful 
"  Strath  Tay  is  one  continued  scene  of  the  beauty 
"  of  nature  in  its  simplest,  wildest,  and  most  imposing 
"  richness  ;  the  fragrant  birches,  graceful  hazels,  rolling 
"  hills  of  the  greenest  verdure,  and  background  of 
"  mountains  all  form  some  of  the  richest  pictures  on 
"  which  the  eye  could  wish  to  gaze.  At  the  time  of  our 
"  visit  to  Auchnagie  Distillery  the  works  had  ceased 
"  operations,  as  the  weather  was  too  hot  for  malting. 
"  The  distillery  consists  of  a  barley  loft,  malting  still 
"  and  mash  house,  and  a  few  other  buildings,  including 
"  spirit  store  and  warehouse  accommodation  for  100,000 
"  gallons.  The  water  used  comes  from  the  Auchnagie 
"  hills,  and  the  make  is  Highland  malt.  Only  peats 
"  brought  from  Loch  Broom  are  used  in  drying  the 
"  malt.  Two  excisemen  are  employed  at  the  distillery 
"  who  informed  us  that  they  lead  quite  a  pastoral  life, 
"  and  spend  their  summer  days  in  their  gardens  and 
"  little  farmyards." 


Alfred 
United 


We  shall  take  as  our  exemplification  of  all  that  is 
perfect  in  Scotch  whisky  not  the  product  of  any  par- 
ticular locality  nor  the  yield  of  any  special  Highland 
sma'  still,  but  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  highest  em- 
bodiment of  all  the  virtues,  so  far  as  whisky  is  con- 
cerned, viz.,  a  judicious  blend  in  which  the  national 
characteristics  of  the  spirit  are  maintained  in  all  their 
integrity,  while  the  "hard  idiosyncracies  peculiar  to 
locality,"  which  poor  Christopher  North  in  his  "Noctes 
Ambrosiance  "  so  often  depreciates,  are  lost  in  a  "  mag- 
nificent generalisation;"  or,  to  be  more  technically 
accurate,  a  discreet  mixing  of  precious  fluids,  each  of 
which  preserves  some  rare  characteristic  redolent  of  its 
native  heath,  and  suggestive  of  the  care  with  which 
every  drop  has  been  matured.  In  treating  upon  the 
subject  of  Scottish  whisky  blending,  our  mind  is  in- 
voluntarily attracted  by  the  prestige  of  one  particular 
name  that  cannot  fail  to  be  dear  to  every  lover  of  the 
"  wee  drapie  hot  "  (or  cold  for  the  matter  of  that)  ;  we 
refer,  of  course,  to  that  megatherian  blender  of  exquisite 
potations,  Mr.  Peter  Dawson,  of  No.  99,  Maxwell 
Street,  a  gentleman  whose  long  connection  with  the 
distilling  district  of  Glenlivet  gives  him  a  distinct 
claim  to  notice  in  connection  with  the  whisky  trade  of 
the  country.  And,  first  of  all,  a  few  words  about  Mr. 
P.  Dawson  personally.  He  comes  of  a  long  line  of  dis- 
tillers whose  fame  yet  "  rings  in  rich  remembrance " 
through  Dufftown  and  its  environs.  In  1802  Mr.  P. 
Dawson's  grandfather  laid  the  foundations  of  a  business 
which  has  in  later  years  largely  moulded  the  quality  of 
Scotch  whisky  throughout  the  empire.  The  founder  of 
the  concern,  ever  anxious  to  maintain  a  reputation  for 
the  purity  of  its  distillations,  seems  to  have  handed 
down  his  share  of  solicitude  to  his  son,  whose  mantle  in 
due  course  has  fallen  upon  the  not  unworthy  shoulders 
of  the  grandson,  Mr.  Peter  Dawson,  a  gentleman  who 
to-day  is  assiduously  jealous  to  maintain  the  high  com- 
mercial character  which  his  progenitors  have  bequeathed 
to  him  as  a  valuable  legacy  and  powerful  incentive  to 
higher  achievements.  To  comment  on  the  magnitude 
of  Mr.  Dawson's  transactions  as  a  whisky  blender  must 
seem,  to  many  readers  at  least,  superfluous  ;  for  who  in 
Scotland  can  have  forgotten  the  excitement  caused 
throughout  the  City  of  Glasgow  in  November,  ic'90, 
when  it  was  announced  that  he  had  blended  at  one 
great  in-pouring  no  fewer  than  twelve  thousand  three 
hundred  and  seventy  gallons  of  whisky,  the  component 
parts  of  which  represented  the  matured  products  of 
twenty-five  first-class  stills,  and  the  total  weight  of 
which  realised  rather  more  than  sixty  tons !  This 
mammoth  admixture  indicates  the  character  and  extent 
of  Mr.  Peter  Dawson's  mercantile  transactions,  and, 
on  the  good  old  Latin  principle  of  "  ab  uno  disce  omnes" 
we  may  confidently  infer  that  his  trading  connection — 
extending  as  it  does  over  a  cosmopolitan  area — is  of  the 
most  Titanic  proportions.  No  fewer  than  six  travellers 
are  employed,  not  so  much  in  the  laudation  of  Mr. 
Dawson's  whisky  blends — for  these  best  recommend 
themselves — but  rather  in  watching  the  interests  of  the 
voluminous  and  influential  clientele,  who  are  distinctly 
concerned  in  keeping  up  an   increasing  supply  of  these 
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deftly  amalgamated  potations.  Few  gentlemen  engaged 
in  the  busy  round  of  Glasgow's  commercial  activity 
are — either  consciously  or  unconsciously — doing  more 
to  further  the  most  substantial  reforms  in  the  more 
pernicious  of  Scotch  drinking  customs  than  is  Mr. 
Dawson.  And  herein  lies  the  true  answer  to  the 
devotees  who  worship  at  the  shrine  of  Sir  Wilfrid 
Lawson,  and  enlist  themselves  under  the  argumenta- 
tively  threadbare  banners  of  the  "  United  Kingdom 
Alliance."  Let  temperance  reformers  turn  their  atten- 
tion   from    vapid    outbursts    of  intolerant    bigotry  and 


uncharitableness  to  a  reforming  zeal  in  the  matter  of 
those  villainous  decoctions  which,  sold  under  the 
honourable  designation  of  Scotch  whisky,  constitute 
what  Thomas  Carlyle  has  designated  the  "  insiduous 
brain  stealer  and  soul  paralyser!"  The  influence  of 
purely  blended  and  well-matured  Scotch  whisky  such  as 
Mr.  Peter  Dawson  stands  sponsor  for  at  once  supplies 
a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  best  resources  of  human 
society,  and  vindicates  the  wisdom  and  moderation  of 
the  ancients  who  regard  Bacchus  as  the  preserver  of  good 
fellowship  and  the  divine  worker  of  human  reconciliation. 


GLASGOW    AND    INVERARY    STEAMBOAT    Co.,    Ld.,    Glasgow. 


Tourists,    holiday-makers,    and  sightseers  have  more 
than    ordinary   cause    to    feel    thankful    for   the    exis- 
tence of  this  spirited  and  enterprising  Steamboat  Com- 
pany.     It   was  formed   in   the   year  1876  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  placing  facilities  at  the  disposal  of  the  .public 
for  seeing  all  that  is  most  enchanting  and  interesting  in 
the   Western   Highlands  of  Scotland,   rich  as  they  are 
not  only  in  their  natural  sublimity  and  rare  beauty,  but 
in   historical  associations  reaching  back  as  far  even  as 
the  beginning  of   the    Roman    domination    of   Britain. 
The   Company  have   opened   up  all  the  famous  routes, 
and    provide    not    merely   for    visiting   the    places    of 
interest   by  the  swiftest   steamers,  but  have  a  splendid 
service  of  road  conveyances  between  all  the  principal 
points :  between   Oban  and  Edinburgh,  with  Glasgow 
as  a   centre.      First   a   word  as  to  the  steamers.       The 
most  magnificent  of  these  is  the  celebrated  "  Lord  of 
the   Isles,"  built   in   1891  by  Messrs.  D.  &  W.  Hender- 
son.     This   is  a   saloon  steamer  of  the  first  class,  and 
represents  the  highest  achievement  of  Clyde  shipbuild- 
ing in  this  line.     Her  length  (if  we  may  use  the  feminine 
gender  in  reference  to  his  lordship)  is  about  250ft.     She 
is   built   with    splendid  saloons   fore  and   aft,  superbly 
fitted  together    with  private   suites,    lavatories,    postal 
and   telegraph  offices,  smoking  lounges,  bookstalls,  and 
all  the  best  modern  appointments.      The  engines  are  of 
the    most   powerful   type,    act    directly   on   the    paddle 
shaft,  and  are  equal  to  a  speed  of  23  J  miles  an  hour. 
The  "Chancellor,"  built  in  1880,  is  on  a  scale  of  equal 
magnificence  in   appointments  and  fittings,  and  can  do 
20   miles    an    hour.       Next    comes    the    "  Edinburgh 
Castle,"    with    a    speed    of   19    miles    per   hour ;    the 
"Windsor  Castle,"  also    19   miles   per    hour;  and    the 
"  Fairy  Queen,"   with   Gondola   saloons    from   stem  to 
stern,  somewhat    less  both    in  size   and    speed,    but    a 
veritable   Titania  for  exquisite  get-up.      Tiiese  and   a 
small  steam  ferry  on  Loch  Fyne  make  up  the  fleet  of  this 
popular  Company,  and  altogether  are  the  finest  in  the 
world.     We  need  hardly  say  that  the  offices  and  work- 
ing staffs  are  specially  selected. 

Several  routes,  of  course,  may  be  adopted  in  visiting 
many  of  the  points  of  interest  in  the  Western  High- 
lands. But  it  is  very  well  known  that  those  who  love 
the  sea  from  the  shore  must  fail  in  obtaining,  in  this 
romantic    and  sea-indented    district,    anything  like    an 


adequate  conception  of  its  unsurpassed  natural  beauties. 
It  is  only  by  sailing  up  the  far-reaching  and  picturesque 
lochs   that   this  object   can   be  obtained.      The    above 
Company   supply  this  indispensable  desideratum.      The 
most  westerly  route  embraces  the  river  and  estuary  of 
the  Ciyde,  the  charming  Kyles  of  Bute,  and  then  away 
to  the  North  round  Ardlamont  Point  up  the  fifty-mile 
stretch  of  Loch  Fyne,  sacred  to  the  humble  but  esteemed 
herring,  and  only  a  few  miles  across  at  the  widest  point. 
This   magnificent  salt  water   canal  is  guarded  at    the 
extremity  by  the   ancient  and  most  picturesque  town  of 
Inverary.      From  this  point  three  other  routes  branch 
out,  partly  by  water  and  partly  by  road  and  rail.     The 
first  is  a  suburban  route  by  St.  Catherine's,  Hell's  Glen, 
Loch  Gail,  and  Loch  Long ;  the  second,  a  similar  and 
parallel  route,  by  Loch  Eck,  Holy  Loch,  and  Dunoon  ; 
the  third  by  Tarbet,  Loch  Lomond,  Loch  Katrine,  and 
the  famous   Trossachs,   to   Edinburgh.      The  points  of 
interest  here  are  of  uncommon  interest,  immortalised  as 
they   are  by    Sir  Walter  Scott.      The  last  route  is   by 
Loch  Awe,  no  "  far  cry,"  thanks  to  this  energetic  Com- 
pany, and  thence  to  Oban.     To  mention  even  the  points 
of  historical    or   romantic    interest    on  these  routes  em- 
bracing  references  to   almost    every  illustrious    North 
Briton  from  St.  Patrick  to  Sir  William  Pearce  is  utterly 
beyond  the  limits  of  our  space.  The  natural  scenery  we  do 
not  speak  of,  for  that  can  only  be  described  by  some  wizard 
of  the  North,  and   would  soon  swallow  up  all  the  poor 
stock   of  adjectives  in   our  own  and  two  or  three  other 
languages.      For  those  who  contemplate  a  short  or  pro- 
longed  stay   in    this    charming   country   there  are    the 
descriptions  of  the  great  Bard  and  many  hand-books  to 
point  out  what  is   generally  necessary.       This  liberal- 
minded  Company,  however,  have  not    been    idle,   and 
have   issued  an  official   Guide  Book,  splendidly  got  up 
and   illustrated,   and   which  can  be  had  from   them  or 
from  the  Oswald  Publishing  Company,  Glasgow.     The 
public  have  shewn  their  sense  of  the  obligation  they  are 
under  to  this   Company  by   a   splendid  patronage,  and 
during  the  season  their  boats,  crowded  with  passengers, 
are  the  pride  of  all  good   Glaswegians.       The  Glasgow 
agent  is   Mr.    Malcolm   Turner   Clark,  a  gentleman    in 
whom   no    one  can  fail  to    recognise    one  of   the   good 
geniuses  of  this  invaluable  and  esteemed  Company. 
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ALEXANDER     RILEY,     42,      Gordon      Street,     Glasgow, 
Merchant  Tailor,   Hosier,  Glover,   Shirtmaker,   Home,  Colonial,  and  Foreign  Outfitter. 


The  tailoring  and  outfitting  business  forms  a  de- 
partment of  industrial  activity  in  Glasgow  necessarily 
of  very  considerable  value  and  importance,  and  many  of 
the  leading  city  houses  engaged  therein  enjoy  a  reputa- 
tion quite  as  widespread  and  as  well  merited  as  do 
some  of  the  most  representative  firms  of  London, 
Oxford,  or  Cambridge.  A  leading  house,  possessing 
more  than  a  local  celebrity  in  this  department  of  in- 
dustrial enterprise,  is  that  of  Mr.  Alexander  Riley, 
whose  business,  established  in  1868  under  the  style 
of  Messrs.  Riley,  Webster,  and  Borland,  is  now 
conducted  under  the  sole  proprietorship  of  Mr.  Riley 
at  his  new  premises  in  Gordon  Street.  The  premises 
are  of  considerable  extent,  and  consist  of  a  handsome 
shop,  showrooms,  and  commodious  well-appointed 
and  thoroughly  ventilated  workrooms.  It  is  perhaps 
hardly  necessary  to  say  that  each  department  of  the 
establishment  is  fitted  up  in  the  most  convenient 
manner  for  the  proper  and  efficient  administration  of 
the  business.  The  splendid  street  facade  affords 
abundant  facilities  for  the  adequate  display  of  a  stock 
which,  in  respect  of  elegance  and  superiority,  is  abso- 
lutely without  its  peer.  So  great  is  the  patronage 
extended  to  Mr.  Riley"s  establishment  by  his  fashion- 
able clientele,  that  upwards  of  eighty  skilled  salesmen, 
cutters,  journeymen  tailors,  shirtmakers,  and  other 
workpeople  find  regular  employment.  Mr.  Riley 
carries  out  to  the  letter  the  instructions   of  his   patrons 


in  the  matter  of  style,  but  they  are  the  wiser  who  leave 
it  to  Mr.  Riley's  own  good  taste  to  fix  the  various 
details  of  cut.  fit,  style,  and  general  tout  ensemble  o{  the 
garments  required.  Mr.  Riley  has  the  credit  of  being 
the  originator  of  the  18/6  Trouser  Scheme,  in  which, 
though  he  has  had  many  subsequent  imitators,  he  still 
maintains  an  unrivalled  supremacy  ;  and  no  less 
successful  as  well  as  beneficial  to  the  general  com- 
munity has  been  his  determined  advocacy  and  adoption 
of  the  cash  system  of  trading,  a  system  which  has 
hitherto  been  unknown  in  connection  with  the  higher 
branches  of  the  clothing  trade.  Shirts,  hosiery,  and 
gloves  also  engage  the  attention  of  the  house,  and 
as  the  maker  of  the  "  Corona  "  shirt,  Mr.  Riley  has 
long  ago  demonstrated  his  superior  skill.  He  is  in 
direct  communication  with  the  best  sources  of  supply 
for  all  description  of  hygienic  hosiery,  cotton,  merino, 
lambswool,  Scotch  lambswool,  sanitary  dved  or  undyed 
wool,  &c,  &c.  For  gloves,  Mr.  Riley's  establishment 
has  also  attained  celebrity,  while  such  items  as  linen 
collars,  cuffs,  fronts,  silk  neckties,  scarfs,  handkerchiefs, 
and  other  indispensable  adjuncts  of  the  gentleman's 
wardrobe  are  abundantly  en  evidence.  The  business 
throughout  is  most  ably  conducted,  and  no  one  can 
visit  the  establishment  without  experiencing  the  convic- 
tion that  no  effort  nor  expense  has  been  spared  in  order 
to  place  it  in  the  very  foremost  rank  of  the  trade  in 
Glasgow. 


ROBLEY  &  Co.,   Ship  Store  Merchants  and  Export  Grocers,  80,  York  Street,  Glasgow. 


The  process  of  growth  of  the  Atlantic  and  other  ocean 
liners,  from  vessels  of  comparatively  small  tonnage  to  the 
large  floating  towns  which  now  crowd  the  great  water- 
ways and  perform  their  journeys  with  as  much  precision 
as  railway  trains  on  land,  has  been  so  natural  that  we 
are  apt  to  forget,  or  at  least  to  underrate,  the  magnitude 
and  complication  of  the  interests  involved  ;  and,  of  these 
interests,  by  no  means  the  least  important  is  the  feeding 
of  crew  and  passengers.  The  magnitude  of  the  task  will  be 
realised  if  we  consider  that  one  of  these  great  steamships 
often  carries  one  thousand  or  more  adults  on  board,  and 
that  supplies  for  32  days  for  the  voyage  out  and  home 
again  have  to  be  provided.  Nine  hundred  persons  for 
32  days  is  equivalent  to  28,800  persons  for  one  day, 
or  the  population  of  a  town  of  considerable  size,  and  yet 
this  work  is  being  carried  out  daily  by  Messrs.  Robley 
&  Co.,  Ships'  Store  Merchants,  as  a  simple  matter  of 
business.  Their  trade  consists  exclusively  in  supplying 
the  "  Anchor  "  and  other  lines  of  emigration  ships  with 
"  ships'  stores,"  and  they  are  the  largest  house  in  this 
line  in  Glasgow.  The  business  was  established  in  1862, 
and  their  premises  in  York  Street  consist  of  a  large 
suite  of  offices  on  the  ground  floor  with  ample  ware- 
house accommodation  in  rear  extending  to  Robertson 
Street,  where  the  bulk  of  their  vans  are  loaded  and  un- 
loaded. The  term  ships'  stores  is  so  comprehensive  and 
includes  such  a  large  number  of  duty-paying  articles  that 
a  firm,  carrying  on  business  on  such  an  extensive  scale 
as  Messrs.   Robley,   occupy  large  bonded   stores   from 


which  such  goods  as  tea,  coffee,  dried  fruits,  tobacco, 
lime  juice,  wines,  spirits,  and  beer  can  be  drawn  as  re- 
quired. Their  bonded  stores  are  situated  opposite  at 
No.  35,  York  Street.  The  following  items,  selected  from 
the  list  of  stores  required  to  be  shipped  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  an  ocean  liner  carrying  785  adults  to  New 
York,  will  afford  some  criterion  of  the  magnitude  and 
complexity  of  Messrs.  Robley's  business :  Biscuit, 
2,34.0  lbs. ;  flour,  16,072  lbs. ;  beef  (salt)  5,776  ;  beef 
(fresh)  10,800  lbs.  ;  coffee,  672  lbs.  ;  tea,  2S7lbs.  ;  sugar, 
4,032  lbs.  ;  salt,  560  lbs.  ;  mustard,  108  lbs.  ;  pepper, 
56  lbs.  ;  marmalade,  546  lbs.  ;  vegetables,  21  cwts.  ; 
potatoes,  240  cwts.  While  under  the  head  of  medical 
comforts  we  find  such  items  as  brandy,  13  galls.  ;  stout, 
80  doz.  ;  loaf  sugar,  448  lbs.  ;  essence  of  beef  (^lb.  tins), 
1 38  lbs.  ;  rusks,  38  lbs.  The  price  list  issued  by  the 
firm  includes  every  kind  of  dried  fruit,  jam,  biscuits, 
arrowroot,  malt  and  hops,  hams,  cheese,  and  all  sorts 
of  candles,  soda,  soap,  dried  fish,  tinned  goods,  spices, 
preserved  meats  and  vegetables,  tobacco  and  cigars, 
lime  juice,  wines,  and  spirits;  in  fact  every  article  of 
food  which  may  be  required  by  crew  or  passengers  on 
ships  in  any  service  whatever  for  long  or  short  voyages. 
The  long  experience  of  the  firm  in  these  matters  and  the 
vast  extent  of  their  business  are  a  sufficient  guarantee 
that  the  goods  supplied  are  of  the  finest  quality  at  a 
reasonable  price,  and  that  orders  will  be  executed  with 
that  promptitude,  despatch,  and  certainty  which  is  one 
of  the  first  requirements  of  such  a  business. 
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JAMES    ELDER,    Wholesale    Warehouseman,    22,    St.    Enoch    Square,    Glasgow. 


The  historian  of  the  commercial  progress  of  this  great 
centre  of  industrial  activity  should  have  little  or  no 
difficulty  in  forming  a  correct  estimate  of  the  most 
prominent  factors  in  the  mercantile  supremacy  of 
Glasgow,  which  are,  incontrovertibly,  the  strength, 
wealth,  and  number  of  her  leading  wholesale  houses. 
Of  these  it  would  be  impossible  to  ignore  the  claims  to 
recognition  of  establishments  of  the  representative  type 
of  that  which  we  select  as  the  subject  of  this  notice, 
and  which  has  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  past 
occupied  a  position  of  well-defined  eminence  in  the 
commercial  world.  Established  by  Mr.  James  Elder 
in  1863  the  business  was  originally  located  at  17,  St. 
Enoch  Square,  from  whence  it  was  removed  to  more 
commodious  quarters  at  19,  West  Howard  Street,  and 
was  continued  at  this  address  until  the  pressure  of  the 
constantly  expanding  trade  necessitated  the  provision  of 
still  more  extended  accommodation,  and  the  site  now 
occupied  at  22,  St.  Enoch  Square,  was  selected  as  ful- 
filling these  requirements.  The  premises  are  of  spacious 
proportions,  comprising  two  extensive  flats,  of  which  the 
first  is  utilised  as  counting-house  and  warehouse  for 
heavy  goods,  haberdashery,  &c,  and  the  upper  floor 
devoted  to  the  other  departments  of  the  business.  The 
stock  is  of  a  varied  and  comprehensive  character, 
embracing  every  description  of  general  drapers'  and 
tailors'  requisites,  trimmings,  &c,  which  the  limits  of 
our  space  preclude  us  enumerating  in  detail,  and  of 
which  the  leading  departments  will  probably  afford 
sufficient  indication  to  our  readers.  These  include 
black  and  coloured  Italians,  mohair,  and  Victoria 
serges;     Silesias  ;    twills,    satin,    and   twill  pocketings  ; 


jeans  and  drills ;  linens  and  buckrams  ;  patent  French 
ducks,  canvasses,  haircloths  ;  black,  coloured,  and 
striped  satins,  serges,  and  satinettes ;  wool  linings ; 
dress  stuffs,  worsted  coatings,  worsted  serges,  summer 
overcoatings,  velvets,  machine  silks,  linen,  basting  and 
cotton  threads ;  mohair,  silk,  military,  and  skirt  braids  ; 
bindings  ;  and  buttons  in  ivory,  mottled,  mohair,  buffalo- 
horn,  stag-horn,  and  leather  ;  livery  and  anchor,  fancy 
vest  and  pearl,  metal  and  jet,  and  dress  and  mantle. 
In  addition  to  these  items  the  warehouse  also  contains  a 
large  stock  of  small  wares,  in  great  variety,  in  demand 
for  the  above-mentioned  trades.  These  goods  have  all 
been  specially  selected  for  this  trade  from  the  leading 
manufacturers,  and  are  supplied  in  large  quantities  to 
the  chief  buyers  in  the  provincial  centres  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  who  are  periodically  waited  upon  by  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  house  engaged  for  this  purpose. 
The  business  also  employs  the  services  of  a  numerous 
and  efficient  staff  of  clerks  and  warehousemen  in  the 
various  departments,  the  whole  being  subject  to  the 
energetic  control  of  the  principal,  whose  extended 
association  with  the  trade  and  thoroughly  practical 
experience  supply  the  best  guarantee  for  perfection  in 
every  detail  of  the  management.  Mr.  Elder  is  widely 
known  in  the  City  as  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  reli- 
gious and  moral  welfare  of  the  community,  and,  as  a 
much  -  respected  Elder  of  the  Pollokshields  Free 
Church,  has  actively  participated  in  all  movements 
having  for  their  tendency  the  advancement  of  the 
various  charitable  and  educational  agencies  connected 
with  that  institution. 


DAVID     SPENCE,     Grocer,     Spirit    Merchant,    General    and    Shop    Outfitter, 
83,  Stockwell  Street,  Glasgow.     Works :  75,  Robertson    Street. 


An  establishment  of  great  distinction  in  its  own  particu- 
lar line  of  industry  is  that  conducted  by  Mr.  D.  Spence, 
which  was  founded  at  the  present  address  by  Mr.  James 
Anderson  in  1840  and  taken  over  by  the  present  pro- 
prietor in  1 88 1.  The  premises  consist  of  a  double- 
fronted  shop  with  extensive  warehouse  accommodation. 
There  is  also  in  connection  with  the  above  a  factory  at 
75,  Robertson  Street,  where  a  large  staff  of  practical 
scale,  beam,  and  weighing  machine  makers,  tinsmiths, 
and  japanners  are  employed.  A  very  extensive  stock 
of  grocers',  spirit  dealers',  dairy,  and  bakers'  utensils  is 
held,  together  with  all  kinds  of  general  ironmongery, 
scale,  beam,  and  weighing  machines,  &c.  In  the  execu- 
tive department  all  kinds  of  tinsmiths',  copper,  zinc, 
brass,  and  japan  work  is  turned  out  in  the  best  style  of 
workmanship.  The  proprietor,  having  every  appliance 
and  employing  only  first-class  workmen,  is  prepared  to 
undertake  every  description  of  blacksmiths'  work  and 
general  repairs.  Kepairs  will  be  called  for  and  sent 
back  finished  in  a  few  hours'  time  at  prices  which  cannot 
be  equalled.  Beams,  scales,  and  other  trade  requisites 
are  lent  to  grocers  and  provision  dealers,  spirit  mer- 
chants, butchers,  and  tobacconists,  &c,  while  their  own 
are  under  repair.  The  distinctive  trade  mark  of  the 
house  is  "Justice  and  the  sign  of  the  Canister."  A 
speciality  that  has  been  invented,  patented,  and  is  solely 


manufactured  by  Mr.  Spence  is  the  "  Jubilee  Fire 
Extinguisher,"  which  is  an  entirely  new  invention.  It 
is  easily  carried  in  one  hand,  and  the  simplicity  and 
quickness  of  its  action  is  such  that  a  stream  of  fire- 
extinguishing  fluid  can  be  instantly  applied  to  any  spot 
within  a  radius  of  from  thirty-five  to  forty  feet.  This 
new  invention  is  made  in  six  sizes  to  hold  from  4  gallons 
to  48  gallons  of  fluid.  It  is  of  a  neat  and  ornamental 
appearance,  and  is  fitted  so  as  to  stand  or  hang  in  any 
prominent  position  from  which  it  can  be  easily  and 
quickly  lifted  when  required,  and  will  remain  ready  for 
instantaneous  application  for  an  indefinite  number  of 
years.  There  is  no  apparatus  for  the  purpose  which  can 
be  used  with  more  simplicity  or  quickness  of  action  than 
this  extinguisher.  It  is  in  every  way  self-acting  and  is 
superior  to  all  others  in  that  it  is  not  liable  to  be  set  in 
action  by  any  accidental  change  of  position.  In  ware- 
houses and  mills,  where  inflammable  goods  are  kept, 
these  extinguishers  are  simply  indispensable  ;  to  shop- 
keepers with  goods  in  close  proximity  to  gas  jets  they 
are  equally  so,  as  they  will  in  every  case,  when  properly 
used,  extinguish  a  fire  immediately  on  its  discovery.  A 
large  and  well-established  trade  is  done  throughout  the 
City  and  adjacent  towns.  Mr.  Spence  is  a  thoroughly 
practical  craftsman  and  of  the  highest  status  in  the 
trade  and  manufacturing  circles. 
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ROBERT    McCORD    &    SON,    Masons,    Builders,    &    Contractors, 
54,  St.  Enoch  Square,  Glasgow. 


Few  names  are  more  familiar  in  association  with 
the  building  industries  of  Glasgow  than  that  of 
Messrs.  Robert  McCord  &  Son,  whose  successful 
operations  during  a  period  of  nearly  forty  years  have 
eminently  contributed  to  the  activity  of  the  trade  of 
which  they  are  accredited  leaders.  The  inauguration 
of  the  business  is  due  to  Mr.  Robert  McCord  who, 
previous  to  his  commencement  in  1852,  had  been  for 
many  years  foreman  in  the  employment  of  several  of 
the  most  important  and  influential  building  firms.  The 
insight  into  every  phase  of  high-class  work  and  the 
thorough  practical  training  which  such  opportunities 
offered  have  been  turned  to  good  account  in  every  stage 
of  the  career  of  that  house,  whose  remarkable  success 
is  attributed  to  his  judicious  tact  and  enterprise.  The 
public  confidence  and  estimation  which  the  admirable 
accomplishments  of  the  firm  at  the  outset  elicited 
have  been  the  chief  means  of  placing  their  name  first 
among  the  same  descriptions  of  business  concerns  in 
this  city,  and  each  completed  contract  of  late  years  has 
contributed  to  promote  their  renown.  They  were  en- 
trusted with  the  erection  of  various  public  buildings, 
churches,  etc.,  in  the  vicinity  of  Glasgow  and  else- 
where, amongst  these  being  the  Free  Church  College 
and  Free  College  Church,  Lynedoch  Street ;  Blyths- 
wood  Church,  Bath  Street  ;  Renfield  Free  Church, 
Bath  Street  ;  Elgin  Place  Church,  Holland  Street  ; 
Victoria  Free  Church,  Eglinton  Toll ;  Queen's  Park 
Established  Church,  and  several  others;  and  one  of 
the   best    and   most    successfully   accomplished  under- 


takings of  the  firm  was  the  erection  of  the  Sheriff 
Court  House  and  County  Buildings  in  Paisley,  struc- 
tures which  form  a  notable  landmark  of  this  town, 
where  there  are  some  of  the  finest  buildings  in 
provincial  Scotland.  All  work  is  carried  out  and  com- 
pleted under  the  immediate  personal  oversight  and 
•supervision  of  Mr.  McCord,  who  is  ably  assisted  by  his 
son,  and,  with  the  aid  of  a  large  number  of  hands,  the 
firm  are  favoured  with  such  resources  as  enable  them 
to  sustain  their  long-standing  reputation  for  the 
promptitude  and  unexceptionable  efficiency  which 
characterise  their  whole  operations.  The  premises  ol 
the  firm,  in  the  convenient  and  central  locality  of  St. 
Enoch  Square,  consist  of  a  commodious  counting  house, 
well  appointed  for  the  purposes  of  the  business.  The 
firm  are  valuators  of  property,  being,  by  reason  of 
their  long  and  intimate  practical  acquaintance  with 
the  building  trade,  enabled  to  advise  and  report  on 
all  matters  concerning  the  appraisement  or  sanitary 
features  of  all  classes  of  property,  and  their  services 
in  this  respect  have  proved  highly  satisfactory  to  all 
by  whom  they  have  been  employed.  Both  prin- 
cipals of  the  firm  are  well  known  in  all  Glasgow 
commercial  circles,  and  derive  the  esteem  due  to  their 
vigorous  efforts  to  promote  the  interests  of  these 
branches  of  industry  with  which  their  name  is  identified. 
The  senior  partner  is  a  member  of  several  societies,  and 
held  the  position  of  Deacon  of  the  Incorporation  of 
Masons  in  the  year  1864. 


JAMES    LYLE,    Manufacturing    and    Consulting    Optician,    &c,     &c, 
105  and  107,  West  George  Street,  Glasgow. 


For  upwards  of  forty  years  past,  Mr.  James  Lyle  has 
been  practically  connected  with  this  branch  of  scientific 
activity,  and  has  deservedly  attained  eminence  as  a 
Manufacturing  and  Consulting  Optician,  which  fully 
entitles  him  to  honourable  mention  in  these  records  of 
the  progress  of  Glasgow  as  a  centre  of  the  arts,  indus- 
tries, and  sciences  of  the  Kingdom.  This  gentleman's 
professional  career  commenced  about  the  year  1846,  when. 
he  joined  the  well-known  establishment  of  Mr.  Gardner, 
this  business  being  ultimately  conducted,  with  Mr.  Lyle 
as  practical  partner,  under  the  style  of  Messrs.  Gardner 
&  Lyle.  In  May  of  this  year  (1S91),  this  partnership 
was  concluded,  and  Mr.  Lyle  then  commenced  practice 
on  his  own  account  at  105  and  107,  West  George  Street. 
These  premises  are  centrally  situated  between  Renfield 
Street  and  West  Nile  Street,  and  comprise  handsome 
and  commodious  double-fronted  shop,  fitted  throughout 
with  appropriate  appointments  presenting  every  facility 
for  the  effective  display  of  the  large  and  comprehensive 
stock  submitted  for  inspection.  This  includes  a  splendid 
assortment  of  optician's  goods,  spectacles,  eye  glasses, 
&c;  mathematical,  philosophical  and  electrical  instru- 
ments and  apparatus  ;  field  glasses,  telescopes,  micro- 
scopes, web  glasses,  lanterns  and  slides,  thermometers, 
barometers,  theodolites,  levels,  batteries,  tape  measures, 


drawing,  and  all  other  instruments  in  this  line.  In 
the  rear  is  the  working  department,  and  a  sunk  flat 
provides  accommodation  for  stores,  and  dark  room  for 
the  use  of  amateur  photographers. 

Special  attention  is  directed  by  Mr.  Lyle  to  the 
requirements  of  his  numerous  optical  patients,  in  which 
his  large  experience  and  attentive  study  of  these  difficult 
cases,  during  his  extended  connection  with  this  branch 
of  the  business,  enables  him  to  successfully  co-operate 
with  medical  specialists  in  alleviating  the  miseries  and 
inconveniences  arising  from  weakness  of  sight,  short 
sight,  astigmatism,  and  similar  disorders.  Strict  atten- 
tion is  also  paid  to  the  execution  of  all  kinds-  of  repairs, 
in  which  this  gentleman's  thoroughly  practical  know- 
ledge of  every  branch  of  the  business  ensures  the 
perfection  of  finished  workmanship  in  the  execution  of 
all  orders  of  this  description  entrusted  to  his  skilful 
hands  for  completion. 

In  conclusion  we  may  be  permitted  to  congratulate 
Mr.  Lyle  on  his  new  venture,  which  affords  every 
indication  of  enjoying  a  future  success,  in  every  respect 
equalling,  if  not  surpassing,  that  attained  by  the  under- 
taking with  which  his  name  was  for  so  many  years 
honourably  associated. 
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MESSRS.    BLAIR,    CAMPBELL,    &    McLEAN,    Scotland    Street   Copper   Works,    Glasgow. 


Without  doubt  the  most  eminent  firm  in  Scotland  as 
regards  copper  and  brass  work — the  one  which  has 
attained  the  foremost  position  in  the  trade,  possesses  the 
widest  connection,  and  has  the  largest  output  in  respect 


of  certain  important  specialities — is  that  of  Messrs. 
Blair,  Campbell,  &  McLean,  of  the  Scotland  Street 
Copper  Works,  Glasgow.  This  old-established  firm, 
founded  as  far  back  as  1838,  affords  constant  employ- 
ment for  something  like  300  men,  a 
feature  of  their  business  being  its  remark- 
able steadiness,  for  it  is  one  not  liable, 
as  is  the  case  with  some  others,  to 
violent  fluctuations.  At  the  same  time 
there  is  persistent  if  gradual,  development, 
and  as  the  firm  are  absolutely  unrivalled 
in  respect  of  certain  manufactures  of  theirs 
which  have  become  noted  specialities,  that 
process  is  certain  to  continue.  While  the 
resources  and  mechanical  facilities  of 
their  establishment  enable  them  to  under- 
take every  description  of  brass  or  copper 
ware,  they  have  devoted  special  atten- 
tion to  the  manufacture  of  brewing 
and  distilling  appliances.  Their  long  ex. 
perience  and  skill  in  this  department  have 
secured  for  them  a  large  and  valuable  connection.  They 
make  every  variety  of  stills,  coppers,  mashing  machines, 
mash  tuns,  malt  mills, 


vats,  and  so  forth.  But  their  industrial  enterprise  is  not 
limited  to  the  supply  to  British  distillers  and  brewers  of 
the  plant  requisite  in  these  particular  trades.  The  skill 
they  have  acquired  in  connection  therewith  has  enabled 
them  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  manufacture  of 
machinery  and  appliances  adapted  to  the  different  pro- 
cesses of  distillation  as  carried  on  in  the  Colonies.  Rum 
and  brandy  stills,  therefore,  come  within  the  scope  of 
their  operations,  and  this  department  of  their  trade  con- 
stitutes a  very  interesting  as  well  as  a  very  important 
feature.  As  Colonial  providers  in  this  respect,  it 
naturally  follows  that  they  should  also  endeavour  to 
furnish  the  sugar  factories  of  our  tropical  or  sub-tropical 
Colonies  with  appliances  specially  adapted  to  this 
particular  industry.  Every  mechanical  contrivance  in- 
cidental thereto,  from  steam-engines  and  sugar-cane 
mills  to  vacuum  pans,  is  made  by  them.  Confec- 
tioners also  are  largely  dependent  upon  Messrs. 
Blair,  Campbell,  &  McLean  for  the  supply  of 
requisites,  such  as  jelly  and  sweet-stuff  pans,  &c.  Oil 
stills  and  tallow  boilers  may  not  be  so  pleasantly  sugges- 
tive as  the  other  appliances  mentioned,  but  they  are 
highly  important  from  an  industrial  point  of  view,  and 
Messrs.  Blair,  Campbell,  &  McLean  are  too  shrewd 
and  enterprising  to  let  any  opportunity  for  complying 
with  existing  requirements  escape  them.  This,  there- 
fore, is  a  department  in  which  they  have  gained  a  large 
trade.  As  general  coppersmiths,  brass  founders,  and 
finishers,  the  scope  of  their  operations  is  too  wide  to 
permit  of  full  details  being  given,  but  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that,  in  addition  to  the  specialised  mechanism 
and  appliances  already  alluded  to,  they  manufacture 
Turkey-red  boilers  and  engraving  plates,  locomotive 
domes  and  valve  covers,    copper   and  brass  piping  for 


refrigerators, 


fermenting  tuns  and 


Small   Copper   Rum   Stills. 
marine   and   land   engines,    copper   yarn   and    clearing 
boilers,  gun -metal  pumps,  cocks,  and  valves,  steam  re- 
ducing valves  and  steam   traps,   brass,   gun-metal,  and 
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iron  castings  of  every  description,  steam  pressure  and 
vacuum  gauges,  thermometers,  &c.  In  respect  of  the 
supply  of  copper  piping  for  Clyde  and  other  shipbuilders, 
and  also  for  Admiralty  requirements,  a  large  and  exten- 
sive trade  is  done. 

The  Scotland  Street  Copper  Works  are  very  exten- 
sive, covering  a    large  area.      The  premises  include   a 


large  factory,  erecting  shops,  drawing  and  pattern 
rooms,  tracing  shop,  brass  founding  and  brass  finishing 
shops,  pattern  stores,  &c,  and  large  yards.  The  public 
and  private  offices  of  the  firm  are  at  the  entrance  to  the 
works.  The  machinery  in  use,  which  is  driven  by  a 
powerful  steam-engine,  is  of  the  finest  and  most  modern 
description. 


MESSRS.    JOHN     McALISTER     &     SONS,     Greenbank     Sail     Works,     24,     St. 

James  Street,   Glasgow. 


It  is  not  often  that  the  reviewer  of  Glasgow's  old 
and  representative  industries  finds  so  many  features  of 
individuality  in  one  business  as  are  presented  in  that  of 
Messrs.  John  McAlister  and  Sons,  the  record  of 
whose  progress  presents  in  itself  an  interesting  epitome 
of  Glasgow  saihnaking  trade  during  the  past  thirty-six 
years.  Until  the  assumption  of  the  junior  partners, 
some  years  ago,  this  business  was  solely  advanced 
under  its  present  esteemed  principal,  Mr.  John 
McAlister,  who  is  now  assisted  by  Mr.  J.  O.  McAlister, 
the  other  sons  having  commenced  business  on  their  own 
account.  The  firm  have  operated  at  various  locations 
on  the  south  side  of  the  River ;  and  the  burning  of  the 
premises  in  Paisely  Road  having  necessitated  removal 
to  Mavisbank  Quay,  the  inroads  of  railway  progress 
at  this  part  of  the  city  led  to  the  adoption  of  those  in 
which  the  business  is  now  conveniently  situated — in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kinning  Park,  and  within  immediate 
access  of  the  principal  docks  and  ship-building  yards. 
Two  flats  of  a  lofty  and  substantial  structure  are  fully 
occupied  :  the  one  for  mechanical,  the  other  for  finishing 
processes.  Here  the  hand-sewn  sails  are  finished  com- 
plete, and  an  appearance  of  busy  industrial  activity 
prevails  throughout,  the  facile  character  of  the  machi- 
nery enabling  a  very  considerable  output  to  be  main- 
tained by  a  staff  of  some  forty  hands.  Splendid  light  is 
obtained  from  the  series  of  windows  all  round  the 
building,  and  an  appearance  of  great  comfort  is 
observable  in  every  part  of  this  compact  and  well- 
arranged  sailmaking  factory.  The  premises  are  120 
feet  long,  and  have  a  breadth  of  one-fourth  that  extent ; 
and,  notwithstanding  this  ample  space,  it  is  evident 
that  there  is  pressing  need  tor  the  aditional  flat  which 
is  to  be  added  shortly. 

Much  harmony  prevails  between  the  principals  and 
their  employes,  all  of  whom  seem  thoroughly  contented 
with  the  favourable  conditions  under  which  they  work. 
Mr.  Joseph  McAlister  is,  to  use  a  very  popular  expres- 
sion, "  a  chip  of  the  old  block,"  being  not  only  an 
ardent  and  painstaking  master  of  the  trade,  but  also 
agreeable,  anxious  to  please,  and  popular  both  in 
business  and  social  circles. 

The  following  personal  incidents  and  particulars 
concerning  the  respected  senior  partner  of  the  firm  may 
be  interesting.  Mr.  McAlister  is  upwards  of  77  years 
of  age,  and  is,  we  understand,  the  oldest  practical 
representative  of  the  sailmaking  trade  living  in  Scotland. 
Before  commencing  business  for  himself  he  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  manager  for  several  well-known  firms,  his 
services  to  whom  must  have  proved  valuable  as  regards 
his  familiarity  with  every  important  feature  of  that 
branch  of  work,  for  which  he  evinced  an  early  predilec- 


tion. As  far  back  as  1823  he  sailed  up  the  River  (then 
navigable  as  lar  as  Bowling)  in  one  of  the  flat -bottomed 
vessels  then  launched  at  Scott's  ship-building  yard  in 
Greenock.  As  an  indication  of  the  carrying  capabilities 
of  the  merchant  craft  of  nearly  70  years  ago,  it  may  be 
stated  that  this  brig,  bearing  the  name  of  "  St.  James," 
was  of  249  tons  register.  It  wa?  launched  on  the  23rd 
September,  1823,  and  was  towed  direct  to  the  Broomie- 
law,  being  owned  by  Robert  Dewar,  and  specially 
constructed  for  the  Jamaica  trade.  It  was  at  this 
period  that  the  youths  of  Glasgow  were  able  to  wade 
across  the  River  near  Bowling,  and  such  a  reminiscence 
must  convey  special  interest  to  the  reviewer  as 
suggesting  a  contrast  between  Clyde  navigation  past 
and  present,  considering  that,  at  the  spot  referred  to, 
some  of  the  largest .  steamers  in  the  world  now  pass 
daily  up  and  down.  When,  many  years  ago,  Mr. 
McAlister  left  Greenock  for  Glasgow,  it  was  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  James  Allan,  of  the  Allan  Line,  and  Mr. 
George  Smith,  of  the  City  Line  ;  and  that  the  sugges- 
tion was  an  auspicious  one  is  fully  confirmed  by  the 
subsequent  successes  of  the  business.  To  Messrs. 
McAlister  the  trade  stands  eminently  indebted  for  the 
introduction,  on  the  Clyde,  of  sailmaking  by  machinery, 
an  enterprising  departure  which  at  first  met  with  stern 
opposition,  but  the  firm's  able  contention  against  trade 
prejudices  was  rewarded  by  ultimate  support  from 
numerous  shipowning  firms  ;  and  few  houses  are  now 
exclusively  devoted  to  the  production  of  sails  by  hand. 
Messrs.  McAlister's  systems  having  borne  the  test  of 
Government  inspection,  they  were  promptly  adopted  in 
Her  Majesty's  sail-lofts,  and  the  mechanism  of  sail- 
making, as  now  exemplified  by  Messrs.  McAlister, 
has  assisted  in  preserving  the  prosperity  of  what  had 
manifestly  become,  at  one  time,  a  retrograding  trade. 
It  is  now  in  as  flourishing  a  position  as  ever,  and  this 
firm  is  busy  all  the  year  round.  Their  trade  is  wide- 
spread ;  and,  besides  extending  all  over  the  United 
Kingdom,  may  be  said  to  cover  many  parts  of  the  world. 
They  are  now  sending  sails  as  far  as  Calcutta,  the  Cape, 
and  New  York.  It  was  Messrs.  McAlister  who  made 
all  the  sails  for  the  still  famous  "  Palgrave,"  the  largest 
sailing  vessel  of  its  day ;  and  they  continue  to  provide 
for  most  of  the  leading  shipowners  in  Scotland  and 
nearly  all  those  on  the  Clyde,  including  the  Allan  and 
City  lines.  The  steady  and  unrelaxed  application  to 
the  business  of  intelligent  and  carefully  conceived 
methods  tends  to  the  continuous  expansion  of  its  trade 
and  interests,  and  the  firm  occupy  the  enviable  position 
in  the  commercial  world  by  which  modest  and  unosten- 
tatious industry  is  invariably  rewarded. 
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ROBB     &     SMART,     Wholesale     and  ^Retail     Warehousemen, 
10,  12,  14,  and  16,  Jamaica  Street,  Glasgow. 


Among  the  many  notable  commercial  establishments 
which  form  such  a  striking  and  attractive  feature  of  our 
principal  thoroughfares,  a  position  of  special  distinction 
is  maintained  by  that  of  Messrs.  Robb  and  Smart,  an 
old  and  highly  influential  firm,  "whose  business  was 
founded,  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  by  the 
gentlemen  above,  as  Wholesale  and  Retail  Warehouse- 
men. The  firm  commenced  their  trading  operations  on 
a  somewhat  modest  scale,  at  a  site  in  near  proximity  to 
the  Theatre  Royal ;  and  by  a  steady  adherence  to  the 
most  scrupulously  honourable  business  methods, 
eschewing  the  blatant  aid  of  advertisement  so  generally 
characteristic  of  the  commercial  impostor,  they  gradually 
but  surely  built  up  the  foundations  of  their  present 
mercantile  success.  Finding,  some  seven  years  later, 
that  the  resources  of  the  establishment  were  inadequate 
to  the  demands  of  their  rapidly  extending  trade,  the 
firm  wisely  transferred  the  business  to  more  commodious 
quarters,  selecting  extensive  premises  in  Cowcaddens, 
known  as  the  Northern  House,  as  the  basis  of  their 
operations.  This,  in  time,  also  failed  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  an  ever-developing  trade,  and  the  firm 
finally  resolved  upon  the  handsome  building  in  Jamaica 
Street.  The  premises  are  very  centrally  situated  within 
convenient  distance  of  the  railway  stations  and  river 
boats,  and  comprise  four  floors  and  basement,  appro- 
priated to  the  various  departments  of  the  business. 
The  establishment  is  splendidly  appointed  throughout 
in  modern  style,  and  possesses  extensive  window 
frontage,  of  which  effective  advantage  is  taken  for  the 
tasteful  display  of  the  high-class  stock  of  new  season 
novelties  always  on  view.  The  interior  is  of  handsome 
proportions,  and  conveniently  arranged  in  departments, 
which  may  be  indicated  under  the  following  heads  : — 
Fancy  Goods,  Ribbons,  Laces,  Flowers,  Millinery, 
Mantles,  Furs,  Hosiery,  Gloves,  House  Furnishing, 
Napery,   Blankets,   Curtain   Poles   and  Curtains,  Silks, 


Velvets,  Dress  Fabrics,  Carpets,  and  Bedding.  These 
goods  have  been  judiciously  bought  in  the  leading 
markets  of  the  world,  Mr.  Smart  having,  we  believe, 
a  high  reputation  for  critical  judgment  in  this  depart- 
ment, and,  by  possessing  the  most  intimate  know- 
ledge of  how,  when,  and  where  to  buy,  is  enabled 
to  place  before  the  patrons  of  the  firm  the  most  superior 
quality  of  materials  and  manufactured  articles  at  prices 
within  the  reasonable  compass  of  all  classes  of  the 
community.  The  upper  floors  are  principally  devoted 
to  the  operative  departments,  dining  rooms  for  the 
employes,  etc.,  and  in  this  region  of  the  establishment 
the  visitor  will  observe  the  consideration  and  care  for 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  their  assistants  and 
work-people  displayed  by  the  proprietary — an  example 
that  might  with  advantage  commend  itself  to  other 
and  more  pretentious  firms  in  the  trade. 

These  details  will  afford  the  reader  some  indication 
of  the  scope  and  magnitude  of  the  business  operations 
of  these  gentlemen,  whose  names  are  "familiar  as 
household  words"  with  buyers  in  every  part  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  whose  list  of  patrons  includes  "  all  sorts 
and  conditions  of  men,"  and,  it  may  be  added,  the 
members  of  the  other  sex  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  the 
South. 

In  conclusion,  we  may  state  that  the  conspicuous 
success  enjoyed  by  the  firm  has  been  gained  entirely 
by  the  pursuance  of  a  straightforward  and  honour- 
able method  of  business  :  declining  the  adventitious 
aid  of  advertisement  to  puff  worthless  wares,  and 
relying  solely  on  the  intrinsic  merit  of  the  goods 
they  supply  as  a  recommendation  to  further  exten- 
sion of  patronage  and  support — a  system  of  trading 
which  has,  as  far  as  Messrs.  Robb  and  Smart  have  yet 
experienced,  been  deservedly  rewarded  with  the  most 
gratifying  and  satisfactory  results. 


THOMAS  MAIN,  Mosaic  Tile  Layer,  &c,   184,  Sauchiehall  Street,  Glasgow. 


One  of  the  most  ancient  industries  known  in  the 
history  of  the  world's  art  progress,  and  of  which  beauti- 
ful examples  are  yet  existent  in  the  buried  cities  of 
Pompeii  and  Herculaneum,  is  represented  in  its  latter- 
day  form  by  the  old  established  house  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Main,  Mosaic  Tile  Layer,  whose  artistically  attractive 
showrooms,  184,  Sauchiehall  Street,  well  merit  the 
attention  of  our  readers.  The  business  was  established 
by  Mr.  Main  in  1879,  at  28,  Cambridge  Street,  from 
whence  the  headquarters  have  since  been  removed  to 
the  above  more  central  address.  The  premises  in 
Sauchiehall  Street  comprise  a  handsome  double-fronted 
establishment  with  attractively  designed  exterior,  and 
possessing  advantageous  facilities  for  the  effective  dis- 
play of  the  artistic  novelties  submitted  for  inspection. 
The  interior  is  of  commodious  proportions,  extending 
upwards  of  100  feet  to  the  rear,  and  is  admirably 
lighted  from  the  roof,  affording  ample  provision  for  the 
exhibition  of  the  stock.  This  embraces  beautifully 
designed   tiled   hearths,    art    painted    tiles,    slabs    and 


pictures  in  special  colours  to  match  all  kinds  of  room 
decorations.  There  is  also  on  view  a  splendid  assort- 
ment of  grates,  in  iron,  steel,  and  brass,  with  fireirons, 
dogs,  and  fire-brasses  to  match,  and  Main's  "  Regis- 
tered Slow  Combustion  Grate,"  with  tile  enrichments, 
suitable  for  the  drawing-room  and  the  bedchamber, 
saving  half  the  fuel  usually  required,  and  entirely 
obviating  smoky  vents.  Mr.  Main's  fireplaces  are 
entirely  composed  of  tilework,  most  of  the  fireplaces 
being  without  ironwork  of  any  kind  at  all,  and  when 
iron  is  used  it  is  only  in  a  sparing  manner.  The  opera- 
tive departments  of  the  business  include  every  description 
of  tile  laying  in  all  the  newest  designs  for  floors,  ceilings, 
walls,  &c,  work  that  is  skilfully  executed  by  experienced 
workmen  retained  for  this  purpose.  The  business  is 
of  a  most  successful  character,  the  connection  including 
a  widespread  circle  of  the  influential  nobility  and  wealthy 
classes  in  Scotland,  and  the  proprietor  also  executes 
orders  for  England  and  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 
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ROBERT  MUNRO  &  Co.,  Clyde  Waterproofing  Works,  52  to  56,  Bishop  Street,  Anderston, 
Glasgow.         Telegraphic   Address  : — "  Tarpaulin,"  Glasgow. 


Among  those  eminent  Scottish  firms  whose  long 
association  with  the  India  Rubber  and  Waterproofing 
industries  must  invest  them  with  due  claim  to  the 
development  thereof,  a  position  of  some  distinction  is 
held  by  the  old  and  influential  house  of  Messrs.  Robert 
Munro  &  Co.,  of  the  Clyde  Waterproofing  Works, 
Glasgow.  This  firm  has  been  closely  identified  with 
the  trade  for  upwards  of  forty  years,  and  there  are  few 
names  more  widely  noted  than  that  which  forms  the 
title  of  the  present  brief  sketch.  The  excellence  of 
Messrs.  Munro's  goods  is  so  well  known  and  acknow- 
ledged among  both  the  trade  and  the  general  public 
that  any  lengthy  notice  of  the  departments  engaged  in 
is  obviated.  It  is,  however,  necessary  t'o  point  out  that 
the  firm  has,  from  the  first,  adopted  a  pioneer,  interest 
in  every  movement  tending  to  popularise  garments 
proofed  by  India  rubber.  They  were  among  the  first 
to  undertake  the  patent  steam  vulcanised  system,  which 
has  now  become  an  inherent  part  of  all  waterproof 
garment  manufacture.  This  method  they  now  carry  out 
on  a  scale  of  much  completeness  in  the  large  space  at 
the  rear  of  their  premises  in  Bishop  Street,  where  a 
splendid  service  of  machinery  is  maintained  in  operation 
by  a  water  engine  of  from  thirty  to  forty  horse-power. 
By  preserving  the  whole  resources  of  the  industry  in 
their  own  hands  Messrs.  Munro  are  enabled  to  offer  to 
the  trade  and  the  public  goods  which  can  be  recom- 
mended both  for  quality  and  construction,  and  the  firm's 
well-compiled  price  list  fully  indicates  the  economical 
systems  of  production.  Absolute  cheapness  has  been 
attained  in  the  whole  manufactures  of  the  firm,  and, 
considering  the  very  numerous  and  varied  applications 
of  the  waterproofing  industry,  Messrs.  Munro  have 
adapted  their  systems  to  the  manufacture,  not  only  of 
fashionable  and  stylish  garments,  but  also  cargo  covers, 


hatch  tarpaulins,  waggon,  lorry,  and  stack  covers,  horse- 
quarter  covers,  driving  aprons,  rugs,  and  horse  sheets. 
Covers  are  a  speciality  of  the  firm,  and  are  shipped  in 
large  consignments  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  They  also 
provide  large  quantities  of  solid  India  rubber  in  sheet, 
valves,  washers,  hose,  and  mats.  Their  horse  covers  and 
equipments,  their  drab  and  black  proofed  coats  for  van- 
men  and  coachmen,  and  their  capes  for  van  and  message 
boys  are  everywhere  in  daily  use  ;  while  they  furnish 
proofed  and  vulcanised  India  rubber  goods  for  sporting, 
mechanical,  and  industrial  purposes.  The  special 
attention  devoted  to  the  composition  of  tarpaulin  covers 
has  rendered  this  so  prominent  a  feature  of  the  trade 
that  the  telegraphic  address,  "  Tarpaulin,"  identifies  the 
house  from  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
comprehensive  character  of  Messrs.  Munro's  trade, 
and  the  careful  and  scrutinous  methods  by  which  all 
operations  are  conducted,  may  be  noted  in  their  premises 
at  Bishop  Street,  where  a  large  staff  of  hands  are 
employed  in  the  various  departments.  Besides  the 
warehouse  and  offices  on  the  ground  floor,  the  whole 
space  of  the  three  floors  above  is  devoted  to  the  pur- 
poses of  a  factory,  and  here  the  entire  work  of  manufac- 
ture is  carried  out  from  start  to  finish,  the  cutting  of 
the  various  cloths  for  garments  being  accomplished  with 
artistic  precision.  All  matters  of  detail  are  under  the 
personal  supervision  of  Mr.  William  A.  Sloan,  who  is 
now  sole  proprietor  and  partner  of  the  firm.  The 
requirements  of  established  connections  in  England, 
Ireland,  and  Scotland,  and,  in  fact,  all  parts  of  the 
world  are  anticipated  and  attended  to  with  due  tact  and 
enterprise.  The  still  growing  interests  of  the  house 
are  looked  after  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  the 
eminent  name  and  repute  of  Messrs.  Robert  Munro 
&  Co. 


MR.     WILLIAM      LIGHTBODY,    Wright     and     Contractor,    Vat     and     Tun     Builder,     42, 

Sydney  Street,  Glasgow. 


The  business  carried  on  by  Mr.  William  Lightbody, 
Wright  and  Contractor  and  Vat  and  Tun  Builder, 
at  42,  Sydney  Street,  Glasgow,  is  at  once  specialised 
and  comprehensive.  It  is  specialised  inasmuch  as  a 
notable  feature  of  it  is  the  making  of  vats  and  tuns  for 
brewers  and  distillers  ;  and  it  is  comprehensive  inasmuch 
as  it  includes  every  variety  of  work  incidental  to  the 
building  trade.  From  vat  and  tun  building  and  joinery 
to  masonry  is  a  tolerably  wide  extreme,  but  in  this  case 
these  extremes  meet.  In  the  speciality  Mr. 
Lightbody  particularly  cultivates — that  is  to  say,  vat 
and  tun  building — he  has  not  a  great  many  compeers, 
and  in  respect  thereof  he  has  an  excellent  reputation. 
This  class  of  work  entails  very  nice  adjustment  as  well 
as  ponderosity,  and  the  vat  builder  may  be  said  to 
stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the  cooper  that  the  ship- 
builder does  to  the  boat-builder.  His  long  experience 
in  the  business — which  is  a  very  old-established  one — 
enables  him  to  compete  successfully  against  his  trade 
rivals.     He  has  at  his  command  the  very  best  facilities, 


he  adopts  the  very  best  methods,  his  workmanship  is 
unsurpassed,  and  his  prices  are  moderate.  The  pos- 
session of  that  experience  and  of  these  facilities  gives 
him  an  immense  advantage.  It  has  just  been  stated 
that  the  business  is  a  very  old-established  one.  It  was 
founded  by  the  father  and  namesake  of  the  present 
owner,  Mr.  William  Lightbody,  so  far  back  as  62 
years  ago,  and,  by  the  natural  efflux  of  time,  it  has 
continued  to  steadily  develope.  Its  importance  may, 
therefore,  be  assumed.  The  premises  are  eminently 
suitable  to  the  class  of  work  undertaken,  and  they  are  as 
extensive  as  they  are  well  appointed,  considering  that 
they  cover  a  ground  area  of  three-quarters  of  an  acre. 
They  comprise  a  spacious  yard  for  the  storage  of 
timber,  etc.,  workshops,  and  office.  Considering  that 
no  fewer  than  sixty  hands  are  employed  on  the  estab- 
lishment, it  will  be  gathered  that  a  very  large  business 
indeed  is  done,  and  that  the  maintenance  of  such  an 
establishment  for  so  prolonged  a  period  as  62  years 
implies  that  satisfaction  has  consistently  been  given. 
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SHARP    &    CRUICKSHANKS,    Registered    Plumbers    and    Sanitary    Engineers, 

44,     Dundas    Street,    City,    Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  industrial  arts  which  have  more  than 
other  tended  to  secure  the  health  of  the  community 
none  rank  in  importance  with  that  of  the  plumber  and 
sanitary  engineer,  in  whose  skilled  hands  we  find  secu- 
rity against  the  approach  of  those  insidious  forms  of 
disease  arising  from  imperfect  drainage  or  defects  in 
precaution,  attributable,  too  often,  to  bad  or  careless 
workmanship.  In  this  direction  the  City  of  Glasgow 
has  no  necessity  to  complain  of  a  lack  of  first-class 
firms  devoted  to  this  branch  of  industry,  of  whom  we 
single  out  for  special  distinction  the  eminent  house  of 
Messrs.  Sharp  &  Cruickshanks,  Registered  Plumbers 
and  Sanitary  Engineers,  as  fully  representative  in  every 
sense.  The  business  conducted  by  the  firm  is  of  old- 
established  standing,  having  been  founded  forty  years 
ago,  and  acquired  a  short  time  back  by  the  present 
proprietors,  Messrs.  Walter  Sharp  &  William 
Cruickshanks.  The  premises  occupied  by  the  firm  are 
situated  at  44.  Dundas  Street,  City,  and  include  spacious 
showroom,  well  supplied  with  samples  of  sanitary 
appliances,  water  and  steam  fittings,  and  other  trade 
requirements,  with  warehouse  and  counting-house  in 
the  rear,  the  whole  extending  a  considerable  distance 
back  to  the  North  British  Railway.  The  workshops 
are  situated  at  197,  Dumbarton  Road,  and  provide 
ample  accommodation  for  the  smiths  and  tinworkers 
employed  by  the  firm  in  the  production  of  the  speciali- 
ties manufactured  at  this  branch.  These  include  iron 
railings,  heating  apparatus,  roof  ladders,  and  general 
builders'  smith  work ;  all  classes  of  tinsmith  work, 
steam  fitting,  &c. ;  gas  and  hot  water   appliances,  zinc 


work,  and  every  branch  of  pneumatic,  electric,  and 
mechanical  bell  work  and  fixing  speaking-tubes.  An 
extensive  connection  has  been  established  by  the  firm 
in  the  various  departments,  these  gentlemen  having 
secured  some  of  the  most  important  contracts  in 
Glasgow  and  other  parts  of  the  country  for  the  sanitary 
work  and  fitting  of  many  of  the  public  buildings, 
gentlemen's  mansions,  and  other  edifices,  and  it  iz 
worthy  of  mention  that  the  firm  is  now  completing  an 
important  contract  of  this  character  at  the  Lunatic 
Asylum,  Castlebar,  co.  Mayo,  Ireland,  and  they  have 
also  been  successful  in  securing  the  contract  for  the 
Lunatic  Asylum,  Mullingar.  The  services  of  a  staff 
of  first-class  competent  workmen  are  employed  in 
the  various  departments  of  the  business  under  the 
strict  personal  supervision  of  the  principals,  who  have 
both  had  the  advantage  of  a  thoroughly  practical  train- 
ing in  the  art,  and  skilled  knowledge  in  every  detail  of 
sanitary  science,  as  attested  by  their  admission  to  the 
ranks  of  Registered  Plumbers  by  examination  by  the 
Masters  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  that  craft  in 
London.  In  conclusion  we  may  add  that  Messrs. 
Sharp  &  Cruickshanks  have,  by  their  energetic  man- 
agement and  determination  to  keep  faith  with  their 
patrons,  achieved  a  well-deserved  success,  and  by  their 
unremitting  attention  to  all  orders — which  may  be 
transmitted  through  the  medium  of  the  telephone,  No. 
1087 — well_maintain  the  high  reputation  of  the  house 
for  skilful  workmanship  and  promptitude  and  punctuality 
of  execution. 


C     L.     DOBBIE    &    SON,    Ship,    Ornamental,    and    Architectural    Carvers    and    Gilders, 

386,  Paisley  Road,  S.S.,  Glasgow. 


Foremost  amongst  the  industrial  arts  which  have 
contributed  to  the  commercial  progress  of  this  great 
northern  centre,  and  which  have  been  prominently 
associated  with  its  material  prosperity,  must  be  men- 
tioned the  various  branches  of  ship,  ornamental,  and 
architectural  carving  and  gilding  as  represented  by  the 
eminent  firm  of  Messrs.  C.  L.  Dobbie  and  Son,  whose 
widely-known  establishment,  386,  Paisley  Road,  S.S., 
Glasgow,  supplies  the  subject  of  this  review.  The 
business  is  of  very  old  standing,  having  been  founded  in 
Fox  Street  upwards  of  60  years  ago  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Kay,  who  subsequently  removed  to  Maxwell  Street,  and 
was,  some  years  afterwards,  succeeded  by  his  foreman, 
the  late  Mr.  William  Shanks,  the  latter  gentleman's 
interest  reverting,  many  years  ago,  to  the  present 
proprietors.  The  premises  occupied  by  Messrs.  Dobbie 
are  of  extensive  proportions,  and  comprise  spacious 
ground  floor  workshops,  conveniently  arranged,  pre- 
senting every  facility  for  the  economical  and  effective 
working  of  the  various  departments  of  the  business. 
The  services  of  a  large  staff  of  skilled  designers  and 
workmen  are  here  engaged  in  the  operative  processes  of 
carving  and  gilding  every  description  of  ship,  ornamental, 
and  architectural  work,  of  which  the  leading  specia'ite 
is    the    execution   of   carved   Figure    Heads    and    other 


designs  for  the  ornamentation  of  ships,  yachts,  and  other 
sea-going  craft.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  in  connection  with 
this  department  of  the  firm's  operations,  that  these 
gentlemen  were  honoured  with  the  order  for  the  execu- 
tion of  much  of  the  carving  and  gilded  work  used  in  the 
construction  of  that  triumph  of  the  ship-builders'  art, 
the  luxurious  steam  yacht  the  "  Livadia,"  which  was 
built,  at  an  almost  fabulous  cost,  at  the  order  of  the  late 
Czar  of  Russia,  by  Messrs.  John  Elder  and  Co.,  and 
which  for  the  artistic  splendour  of  its  internal  fittings  has 
had  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  marine  architecture. 

Equal  activity  is  observable  in  the  other  depart- 
ments of  the  business,  such  as  in  Figure  Heads,  of  which 
many  fine  examples  are  turned  out ;  and  especially  in 
model  carving  for  ship  models,  now  such  a  feature  in  our 
various  Exhibitions  ;  also  in  patterns  for  casting.  The 
business  of  Messrs.  Dobbie  and  Son  is  managed  under 
their  personal  supervision,  and  includes  the  most 
notable  shipbuilders,  architects,  and  iron-founders  in 
and  around  the  district,  and  their  high  reputation  has 
been  gained  by  the  exercise  of  the  greatest  artistic  skill 
in  the  execution  of  all  orders  entrusted  to  them  for 
completion,  and  by  the  energy  and  ability  they  have 
consistently  manifested  in  the  successful  development 
of  this  important  and  prosperous  industrial  undertaking. 
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MESSRS.    JAMES    McCALL    &    SON,    Wholesale    Wine    Merchants, 
98,  West  George  Street,  Glasgow. 


To  connoisseurs  of  good  wine  the  firm  of  James 
McCall  and  Son,  Glasgow,  are  well  known  for  their 
reputation,  are  not  confined  to  the  city  in  which  they 
carry  on  business,  but  extend  all  over  Scotland  and 
England.  Considering  the  area  of  their  operations,  it  is 
certainly  significant  that  a  considerable  proportion  of 
their  trade  should  be  with  private  customers,  for  this 
implies  that  their  wide  connection  is  founded  upon  the 
appreciation  of  the  wines  they  supply  to  their  clients, 
who,  in  turn,  have  proved  the  most  effective  advertisers 
of  the  firm's  resources  and  reliability.  This  very  exten- 
sive family  trade  is,  however,  supplemented  by  an 
excellent  connection  with  high-class  clubs.  Frequenters 
of  these,  as  they  themselves  will  admit,  are  never 
more  fastidious  than  in  respect  of  the  wines  supplied 
at  the  clubs  where  they  are  accustomed  to  take  their 
ease ;  and  the  fact  that  Messrs.  McCall  and  Son's 
connection  continues  to  develope  proves  that  they  have 
hitherto  given  unabated  satisfaction  in  complying 
v,  ith  the  most  exacting  requirements.  The  firm  is 
an  old-established  one,  having  been  founded  in  1822 
by  the  late  Mr.  Jamss  McCall,  who  was  succeeded 
by  his  son  Mr.  James  McCall  and  Mr.  Samuel 
McCall  (cousin).  These  gentlemen  have  been  long 
identified    with    the    trade.       They    make    a  speciality 


of  old  wines,  of  which  they  have  a  large  stock,  and  in 
respect  of  these  their  establishment  is  famous.  Their 
stock  includes  a  great  variety  of  ports  and  sherries, 
Amontillado,  Montilla,  Manzanilla,  Madeira,  Marsala 
and  Carcavella,  Claret,  Burgundy,  Chablis,  Sauterne, 
Hock,  Steinwein,  and  Moselle  ;  sweet  wines,  such  as 
Rota  Tent  and  Muscatel — varieties  adapted  to  sacra- 
mental purposes.  The  firm's  sparkling  wines  include 
Champagne,  Moselle,  Hock,  and  Saumur.  The  re- 
sources of  this  establishment,  moreover,  include  the 
choicest  liqueurs,  such  as  Cucaroa,  Noyau,  Maraschino, 
Kummel,  Chartreuse,  Benedictine,  Trappistine,  Golden 
water,  Anisette,  Parfait  Amour,  Kirchenwasser,  Miranda, 
and  cherry  brandy.  Of  spirits,  every  variety  of  brandy, 
ram,  gin,  and  whisky  is  kept,  and  the  firm's  comprehen- 
sive stock  embraces  such  specialities  as  Hungarian 
wines,  Jamaica  rum,  shrub  and  Ginger  wine.  Here, 
therefore,  is  an  infinitely  varied  stock  to  choose  from 
suited  to  all  requirements — suited  to  the  most  modest 
or  the  most  Epicurean  tastes.  The  premises  where  this 
select  and  important  business  is  carried  on  comprise 
large  cellars  and  stores  for  bottling,  packing,  &c, 
extending  right  round  to  West  Nile  Street.  Above  are 
the  counting  house,  private  office,  and  sampling  room. 


CHARLES  CAMERON,  Registered  Plumber  and  Gasfitter,  219,  Cambridge  Street,  Glasgow. 


A  noteworthy  and  distinctive  Glasgow  business — 
in  the  special  branches  of  professional  work  to  which  it  is 
devoted — is  that  of  Mr.  Charles  Cameron,  Registered 
Plumber  and  Gasfitter,  of  Cambridge  Street,  whose 
name  has  become  largely  identified  in  this  City  and  its 
suburbs,  with  many  of  the  improvements  in  sanitation 
that  have  characterised  the  progress  of  the  plumbing 
trade  during  the  past  twenty-five  years.  This  period 
almost  exactly  represents  the  length  of  time  that  has 
elapsed  since  Mr.  Cameron  commenced  business  in 
Hope  Street,  in  which,  until  about  ten  years  ago,  its 
operations  were  carried  on.  The  present  premises  not 
only  possess  the  advantage  of  being  located  in  a  busy 
thoroughfare,  but  are  also  particularly  well-adapted  for 
the  character  of  the  industry  represented.  The  office 
and  showroom  are  towards  the  front,  while  in  the  base- 
ment and  also  at  the  rear  there  are  numerous  practical 
facilities  for  the  proper  and  satisfactory  fulfilment  of 
every  class  of  work  with  which  the  firm  is  entrusted. 
The  operations  of  an  efficient  and  thoroughly  qualified 
staff  are  carefully  superintended  by  the  principal  in 
person,  Mr.  Cameron  being  himself  a  thoroughly 
practical  plumber,  whose  knowledge  of  the  trade  is 
ensured  by  many  years  of  experience  and  study  in  every 
phase  of  plumbing  work.  In  every  branch  of  gas, 
hot  water,  hydraulic,  and  general  sanitary  engineering, 
Mr.  Cameron  brings  to  bear  the  results  of  intelligent 
and  continuous  study.  He  devotes  especial  attention  to 
the  sanitary  equipments  of  houses,  works,  and  public 
buildings  ;  and  also  of  all  domestic  or  industrial  houses 
where  sanitary  completeness  is  absolutely  essential.     A 


suitable  example  of  the  proprietor's  recognition  in  this 
class  of  work  is  presented  by  the  contracts  at  present  on 
hand  for  the  fitting-up  of  the  plumbing  and  water 
works  of  a  large  mansion,  shooting  lodge,  and  various 
offices  on  the  Strathaird  Estate,  Skye,  for  Sir  William 
Mackinnon,  Bart.,  and  also  of  the  sanitary  ap- 
pointments in  the  large  factory  of  Messrs.  Gray, 
Dunn  &  Co.,  of  biscuit  manufacturing  fame.  Similar 
work  is  being  executed  for  McDonald's  School  in 
Rutherglen,  and  these  facts  will  serve  to  convey  some 
idea  of  the  nature  of  a  business  that  is  supported  and 
patronized  by  connections  of  the  first  class.  It  may  be 
mentioned  that  Mr.  Cameron  is  frequently  consulted  on 
matters  relating  to  sanitation  and  ventilation,  and  the 
use  of  working  drawings  of  house  and  drainage  ventila- 
tion systems,  enables  parties  to  form  a  precise  judgment 
on  these  subjects.  The  application  of  the  smoke  test 
is  also  resorted  to  when  necessary,  and  the  proprietor  is 
at  all  times  in  a  position  to  impart  to  customers  a  very 
clear  exposition  of  the  various  subjects  submitted  to 
him  in  relation  to  his  trade. 

The  important  part  which  such  a  business  fulfils  in 
the  daily  activity  and  routine  of  the  City  requires  no 
endorsement  within  the  limits  of  this  brief  sketch.  It 
need  only  be  added  that  it  has  advanced  in  public  notice 
consistently  with  the  energy  of  its  esteemed  principal, 
and  represents  a  concern  which,  though  some  degrees 
less  in  magnitude  than  many  of  Glasgow's  undertakings, 
is  nevertheless  an  important  and  indispensable  support 
of  the  representative  industry  in  which  Mr.  Cameron 
has  acquired  such  well-merited  prominence  and  repute. 
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SHAW,   WALKER,    &   CO.,    City    Ironmongery    Stores,    14,    Union    Street,    Glasgow. 


A  good  deal  is  said  now-a-days  about  the  extraordinary 
energy  and  "go"  displayed  by  what  are  called  "new" 
firms.  The  inference  is,  of  course,  that  the  old-estab- 
lished houses  are  lacking  in  these  qualities,  or  at  any 
rate,  their  business  enterprise  does  not  equal  their 
younger  rivals.  There  may  be  a  modicum  of  truth  in 
this  statement,  but  it  can  only  apply  at  best  to  a  few 
firms  who  are  foolishly  trading  on  their  reputation 
acquired  in  the  "  good  old  days."  But  there  are  other 
and  more  sensible  firms  who  recognise  the  obvious  truth 
that  it  is  impossible  to  stand  still  in  business,  and  that 
unless  you  progress  you  are  surely  retrogressing. 
Messrs.  Shaw,   Walker,   &  Co.,   of  14,   Union  Street, 

Glasgow,  are  a  fine 

example  of  stability  c 
combined  with 
splendid  business 
tact  and  enterprise. 
The  firm  was  found- 
ed more  than  half-a- 
century  ago  by  the 
late  Mr.  Shaw,  who 
died  four  years  ago, 
and  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  Mr.  John 
M.  Shaw,  and  Mr. 
David  Walker,  who 
continue  the  busi- 
ness under  the 
above-named  title. 
The  warehouse 
in  Union  Street  is  a 
fine  building  con- 
taining an  immense 
and  varied  stock  of 
goods.  A  very  neat 
display  is  made  in 

the  windows,  while  the  showrooms  upstairs  contain  every- 
thing a  buyer  can  possibly  want  in  grates,  dog  stoves, 
gasaliers,  etc.,  suitable  for  all  sizes  of  houses,  from  the 
most  moderate  in  price  to  the  most  artistic  made  in  brass, 
wrought  iron,  or  iron  and  brass  ;  an  immense  forest  of 
paraffin  lamps,  displayed  on  three  tables,  each  90  feet  long ; 
and  also  a  fine  selection  of  the  new  extension  paraffin 
floor  lamp,  etc.  Messrs.  Shaw,  Walker,  &  Co.  make  a 
speciality  of  ranges,  which  are  indeed  splendid  speci- 
mens of  work,  practically  holding  all  similar  goods  at 
defiance.  Their  long  experience  and  perfect  command 
of  the  market  enable  them  to  retain  the  position  of 
supremacy  in  this  direction,  and  render  futile  any 
attempts  to  displace  them.  Their  sine  qua  non  range 
has  gained  many  medals,  among  them  being  an  award 
from  the  Sanitary  Institute,  1883,  and  the  Victoria 
Exhibition,  1884.     The  great  advantage  of  these  ranges 


is  that  they  can  be  used  either  as  close  or  open  fire  at 
pleasure.  There  is  no  smell  of  cooking,  while  in  conse- 
quence of  the  bottom  grate  being  adjustable  by  means 
of  a  lever,  which  raises  the  fire  evenly,  bringing  the  fuel 
close  to  the  hot  plate,  a  saving  of  fuel  to  the  extent  of 
quite  50  per  cent,  is  effected.  Slow  combustion  can 
also  be  employed,  by  which  means  the  range  can  be 
used  for  many  hours  without  attention.  People  who 
suffer  the  inconvenience  of  a  smoky  chimney  will  find 
the  sine  qua  non  range  a  perfect  boon.  A  great  difficulty 
has  also  been  overcome  by  the  makers,  namely,  pro- 
viding equal  heat  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  oven. 
Extraordinary  heating  power  can  be  imparted  to  the  oven 

and  hot  plate  by 
means  of  the  patent 
cold  air  excluder, 
fixed  at  the  side  of 
the  fire,  which  has 
also  the  advantage 
of  being  a  smoke 
consumer.  The  nu- 
merous unsolicited 
testimonials  re- 
ceived from  custom- 
ers demonstrate  in 
a  practical  and  con- 
vincing manner  the 
absolute  efncacyand 
usefulness  of  the  sine 
qua  non  range,  which 
well  deserves  its 
name. 

Messrs.  Shaw, 
Walker,  &  Co.,  in 
their  new  back 
saloon  on  the  ground 
floor,  show  an  ex- 
cellent assortment  of  kitchen'goods,  displayed  on  tables; 
every  article  needed  in  the  kitchen  can  be  seen  at  once. 
In  the  front  shop  they  display  an  immense  assortment 
of  silver-plated  goods,  arranged  in  air-tight  cases,  suit- 
able for  marriage  presents  and  athletic  club  prizes.  We 
are  informed  that  this  is  a  large  and  increasing  trade 
with  them. 

Indeed,  to  mention  all  their  goods  would  be  to 
recapitulate  the  stock  of  a  large  ironmonger's  warehouse. 
Messrs.  Shaw,  Walker,  &  Co.  have  always  adopted  a 
plain  and  straightforward  course  with  their  customers — 
their  goods  are  all  marked  in  plain  figures,  and  the 
price  is  based  on  the  very  smallest  possible  profit,  to 
supply  the  public  with  goods  for  cash  only,  as  is  now 
the  custom  in  the  large  co-operative  stores  in  London, 
etc. — who  can  always  rely  upon  getting  full  value  for 
their  money  at  this  establishment. 
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GEORGE    TAGGART    and    Co.,  North  British    Wholesale   Cabinet  and   Upholstery    Works, 

26  to  60,  James  Street,   Bridgeton,    Glasgow. 


The  reputation  maintained  by  Glasgow-made  furniture 
for  upwards  of  a  century  is  thoroughly  sustained  at  the 
present  time  by  this  leading  and  justly  celebrated  firm. 
It  was  founded  some  twelve  years  ago  by  the  present 
partners,  Mr.  George  Taggart  and  Mr.  Andrew 
Parker,  who  soon,  by  their  spirited  enterprise  and 
great  resources,  raised  it  to  a  leading  position  in  the 
trade.  The  premises  comprise  an  immense  block  of 
five  floors,  extending  from  26  to  60,  James  Street,  and 
divided  into  factory  and  warehouse  departments.  The 
factory  is  finely  equipped  with  the  most  improved 
modern  appliances,  and  affords  employment  to  upwards 
of  200  skilled  hands.  The  first  floor  is  used  as  a 
machine  shop  for  preparing  the  material,  sawing, 
cutting,  turning,  planing,  tenoning,  and  the  like  ;  the 
second  for  cabinet  making  ;  the  third  for  chair  manu- 
facture ;  the  fourth  for  carving  and  polishing  ;  and  the 
fifth  for  upholstering.  Division  of  labour  is  carried  out 
in  all  these  great  departments  with  the  best  effect,  and 
with  the  usual  result  of  making  the  employes  perfect  ex- 
perts in  their  several  crafts.  The  turn-out  is  of  the 
highest  order,  and  of  great  dimensions.  In  the  whole- 
sale warehouses  adjoining  may  be  seen  fine  samples  of 


every  style  of  work,  reproducing  the  favourite  types  of 
the  most  noted  furniture-making  periods  after  the  best 
modern  designs.  The  production  is  not  confined, 
however,  to  the  finer  descriptions  of  cabinet  work  for 
the  opulent,  but  embraces  all  kinds  of  furniture  for 
every  day  use,  down  to  the  ordinary  kitchen  chair  or 
office  stool.  Great  stores  of  seasoned  woods  are  main- 
tained in  the  large  yard  behind  the  works,  and  only  the 
finest  and  best  woods  are  used  in  the  manufacture.  The 
whole  is  extremely  spacious,  commodious  in  plan  and 
arrangement,  and  offers  an  excellent  example  of  a  great 
and  thoroughly  effective  modern  establishment.  The 
trade  connection  is  exclusively  a  wholesale  one,  and 
embraces  most  of  the  leading  houses  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  Both  proprietors  are  devoted  to  the  busi- 
ness, and  control  its  operations,  both  executive  and 
commercial,  in  a  manner  worthy  of  such  a  large  and 
representative  house.  The  great  reputation  which  the 
firm  have  achieved  in  trade  circles  is  due  to  their  judg- 
ment and  high  ability,  which  find  a  congenial  field  for 
exercise  in  directing  and  controlling  the  operations  of 
this  colossal  enterprise. 


WILLIAM  GIBSON  &  Co.,  Importers  of  Corks  and  Corkwood,  Manufacturers  of  Corks  and 

Cork  Floats,  1,  South  Portland  Street,  Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  leading  industries  with  which  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  this  great  centre  are  intimately 
identified,  the  manufacture  and  importation  of  that  in- 
dispensable material,  cork,  forms  a  by  no  means  incon- 
siderable item,  and  a  visit  to  the  important  stores  and 
works  of  Messrs.  Gibson  &  Co.  will  serve  to  convince 
the  most  sceptical  of  the  value  of  this  article  of  produce 
in  its  many  and  varied  forms  of  usefulness.  This  busi- 
ness was  established  as  far  back  as  1845  by  Mr. 
William  Gibson,  trading  under  the  style  of  Messrs. 
William  Gibson  &  Co.,  Importers  of  Corks  and  Cork- 
wood and  Manufacturers  of  Corks  and  Cork  Floats, 
&c,  and  has  since  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  career  of 
commercial  success.  The  premises  occupied  by  the 
firm  are  situated  at  1,  South  Portland  Street,  and 
comprise  a  large  five-storied  building  of  lofty  propor- 
tions, with  well-appointed  counting-house  and  private 
rooms  for  principals  on  the  first  floor,  and  packing 
rooms  and  despatch  department  on  the  same  flat.  The 
manufactory  is  divided  into  sections  for  the  various 
branches  of  the  business,  each  provided  with  machinery 
of  novel  and  ingenious  construction  for  facilitating  the 
processes  of  the  trade.  In  the  first  of  these  sections 
may  be  noted  several  machines  for  stamping  the  corks, 
an  operation  speedily  and  accurately  performed  by 
this  means.  In  the  next  section  are  the  enumera- 
ting machines,  giving  the  exact  number  of  corks 
comprised  in  the  orders  in  course  of  despatch,  and 
here  a  number  of  hands  is  employed  in  selecting 
the  different  qualities  of  corks,  which  are  then  trans- 
ferred   to    machinery    contrived    for    the    purpose    of 


sorting  them  into  the  various  sizes,  the  whole  processes 
evidencing  the  skill  which  has  been  applied  to  econo- 
mising labour  in  every  department.  The  upper  floor  of 
the  building  is  devoted  to  the  storage  of  finished  goods 
ready  for  delivery,  and  is  replete  with  bags  of  corks  of 
every  size  and  quality.  In  the  basement  is  provided 
accommodation  for  the  cutting  department,  in  which 
also  the  use  of  machinery  is  extensively  utilised,  and  in 
another  workshop  skilful  workmen  are  employed  in 
preparing  cork  floats  for  fishermen — a  branch  of  the 
business  in  which  Messrs.  Gibson  greatly  excel.  The 
firm  also  possesses  large  stores  at  Anderston  Quay  and 
Adelphi  Terrace  for  accommodating  the  extensive  ship- 
ments of  cork  constantly  held  in  bulk.  The  services  of 
a  force  of  fifty  hands  are  employed  in  the  several  opera- 
tive departments  under  careful  personal  supervision, 
every  detail  of  the  management  indicating  the  perfection 
of  order,  system,  and  organisation,  so  essential  to  the 
successful  conduct  of  an  undertaking  of  this  magnitude 
and  importance.  An  extensive  and  valuable  connection 
has  been  established  by  Messrs.  Gibson,  who  circulate 
a  monthly  price-list  of  their  various  productions  and  the 
raw  material  amongst  their  numerous  clientele  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  telegraph  address  of  the 
firm  is  "  Portland,"  Glasgow,  and  the  telephone  No.  882, 
and  in  conclusion  we  may  add  that  the  proprietors  are 
widely  known  and  respected  in  mercantile  circles,  and 
have,  by  their  well-directed  energy  and  enterprise,  com- 
bined with  matured  judgment,  secured  for  the  under- 
taking they  so  ably  direct  a  foremost  position  amongst 
the  commercial  successes  of  the  district. 
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JOHN  SANGSTER,  Fringe,  Tassel,  and  Trimming   Manufacturer,  27,  Ann    Street, 

Glasgow. 


The   branch   of  manufacturing  industry  represented  in 
the  operations  of  the  business  of  Mr.  John  Sangster 
is  one  that  has  received  most  creditable  development  in 
Glasgow,  and  as  one  embracing  many  ingenious  as  well 
as  artistic  phases,  its   advancement  may  be  accepted  as 
an  evidence  of  the  special  skill  and  activity  which  have 
actuated  those  engaged  in  the  pursuance  of  this  im- 
portant  and   indispensable  branch  of  furnishing  trade. 
It  is  now  over  15  years  since  this  business  was  estab- 
lished originally  at  64,  Howard  Street,  and  its  transfer- 
ence   in     1885    to    the    more    convenient    commercial 
thoroughfare    of    Ann     Street    was    suggested    by   the 
immense   increases  in  volume  which   its   trade  had  by 
that  year   assumed.      The   entire  interests  of  the  busi- 
ness were  acquired   by   Mr.   Sangster   from  Mr.  John 
Cuthbert,  the  founder,  and  under  the  active  and  intelli- 
gent proprietary  of  the   present  esteemed  principal,  its 
operations      have     been     valuably     forwarded.        Mr. 
Sangster    manufactures    many    different    varieties   of 
fringes,  tassels,   and  trimmings,  so  much  used   and  sold 
by  upholsterers'  warehousemen.     Dress  trimmings  are 
also  manufactured,  and  this  branch  is  gradually  extend- 
ing, and  the  business  transacted  in  this  class  of  goods  is 
one  of  great  and  always-expanding  magnitude,  extend- 
ing not  only  all  over  the  City  and  suburbs,  but  through- 
out  the  entire   country.       The  business  transacted    in 
Glasgow  alone  is  very  extensive.     The  work  of  design- 
ing  and    preparing   as   well   as   selecting    the   various 
materials  is,  in  most   cases,  entrusted  to  the  judgment 
of   Mr.  Sangster,   whose  thorough    knowledge  of   the 
whole    details   of    the    business    was    acquired    in    the 
employment   of  Messrs.   Wylie  and  Lochhead,  the  first 
firm  in   Glasgow  devoted  to  the  upholstery  trade.     The 
method  and  care  with  which  the  entire  resources  of  the 
trade  have  been   brought  under   command  is  evidenced 


in   the  arrangement   and   equipment   of  the  factory  at 
Ann  Street,  where  one  flat  of  a  commodious  structure 
is  entirely  occupied.      The  main   room  of  the  factory 
extends  to   over  4,000  square   feet,  and  in  this  ample 
space  the  whole  processes  of  spinning  and  weaving  are 
ably  sustained  and  accelerated  by  a  series  of  15  looms, 
15  machines  for  cord  and  trimming  making,  and  various 
other  ingenious  contrivances  for  the  dexterous  manipula- 
tion of  the  completed  articles.     Two  adjoining  rooms  are 
occupied   for  the  operations  of  sorting,  and  in  front  of 
the  factory  are  the  warehouse,  office,  and  private  rooms. 
A  staff  of  50  hands  are  employed,  and  under  the  active 
personal   guidance    of   the   principal,    their   operations 
control  a  very  considerable  output  of  furnishings,  attrac- 
tive alike  in  texture  and  design.     The  many  advances 
that    have    been    effected    in    weaving    and    spinning 
machinery   have  enabled   Mr.  Sangster  to  place  upon 
the  market  a  class  of  exquisite  upholsteries  equal  to  the 
best   continental   productions  and  as  moderate  in  price. 
His   establishment   must   thus  form   a  very  convenient 
depot  for  all  departments  of  the  upholstery  trade.     The 
quality  and  sound  character  of  his  productions  are  well 
endorsed  by   their  constant  demand  and  requisition  for 
those  departments  of  industry  in  which  they  are  princi- 
pal^   applied  ;  and  among  merchants,  warehousemen, 
and  exporters,  this  standard  of  superiority  has  become 
so  universally  recognised  that  Mr.  Sangster  is  entrusted 
with  commissions  for  the  preparation  of  fringes,  tassels, 
and  trimmings  to  be  consigned  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 
The  liberal  terms  by  which  his  transactions  are  charac- 
terised are — apart   from    the  excellence  of  his  produc- 
tions— sufficient   to  justify  the  commercial  noteworthi- 
ness  and   popularity  of  the  house  ;  and  to  the  further 
advancement  and  improvement  of  the  whole  features  of 
the  trade,  Mr.  Sangster's  energies  and  enterprise  are 
at  all  times  assiduously  directed. 


R.    F.    BARR,    Aerated   Water    Manufactu 

The  aptitude  to  succeed  is  not  always  transmitted 
from  father  to  son,  and  business  success  is  not  one  of 
those  things  that  come  under  the  "law  of  heredity." 
The  success,  then,  that  has  been  so  solidly  achieved  by 
Mr.  R.  F.  Barr,  as  a  mineral  water  manufacturer, 
during  the  three  years  of  his  connection  with  that 
important  industry  in  Glasgow,  must  be  put  down  to 
the  credit  of  his  knowledge  of  the  business  and  not 
attributed  to  any  traditional  craft  or  genius  transmitted 
to  him  from  his  father,  the  eminent  Aerated  Water 
Manufacturer,  of  Talkirk.  One  thing,  however,  he 
acquired  in  the  course  of  his  connection  with  the  Tal- 
kirk establishment — an  intimate  practical  knowledge  of 
the  best  methods  of  manufacture  and  a  mastery  of  the 
important  elements  of  business  success.  Mr.  Barr's 
premises  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  business  and 
are  sufficiently  extensive  to  admit  of  the  prosecution  of 
the  industry  on  the  largest  scale.  A  plant  of  the  most 
improved  construction  has  been  laid  down,  embodying 
the  "  automatic  "  principle  as  far  as  modern  ingenuity 
has  been  able  to  embody  it.  There  is  no  contact,  in 
fact,  between  the  waters  and  the  hand  of  the  workman  ; 


rer,    184,    Great    Eastern    Road,    Glasgow. 

and  this,  combined  with  the  superior  character  of  the 
appliances,  assures  the  maximum  of  purity  in  a  case 
where  contamination  is  above  all  things  to  be  avoided. 
The  processes  are  all  carried  out  with  the  same  regard 
to  purity  in  the  product.  The  laboratory  department, 
therefore,  is  specially  looked  after,  and  the  purest 
essences  and  syrups  alone  are  employed.  The  net 
result  has  been  to  establish  Mr.  Barr's  productions  on 
a  level  with  those  of  the  best  manufacturers.  The  pro- 
ductions themselves  include  all  kinds  of  aerated  waters, 
such  as  Lemonade,  Soda  Water,  Kali  or  Potass  Water, 
Seltzer,  Orangeade,  Pineapple,  Raspberry,  Cider, 
Sarsaparilla,  etc.  In  the  way  of  novelties,  Mr.  Barr 
has  provided  special  medicinal  beverages,  designated 
"  Fcrrugine,"  "  Hop  Ale,"  and  "  Squash." 

The  local  trade  affords  employment  to  sixty  hands 
in  meeting  its  demands,  and  requires  the  service  of 
fourteen  vans  for  distribution.  Mr.  Barr  has  the 
honour  of  including  the  hospitals  and  kindred  institu- 
tions among  his  customers.  Such  a  record  is  something 
phenomenal  for  three  years'  work  and  speaks  better 
than  anything  we  could  say  for  the  assiduity  and  ability 
of  the  proprietor  of  the  business. 
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MESSRS.     HUGH     MORRISON     &     Co.,    Merchant     Tailors,    Naval  and    Military     Tailors, 

and  Highland    Costumiers   (by    special   appointment),    Home    and  Colonial    Outfitters   and 

Robe  Makers  (by  appointment  to  the  F.E.J.  S.  Institute,  &c),  51  and  53,  Jamaica   Street; 
and  1,   3,  5,    and   9,    Howard    Street,   Glasgow. 


This  eminent  and  world-famed  house  of  Messrs. 
Hugh  Morrison  &  Co.  has  long  maintained  a  position 
of  unrivalled  precedence  and  distinction  in  those 
branches  of  high-class  Costume  and  Outfitting  trade 
which  its  operations  have  successfully  specialised. 
After  a  career  of  some  forty-one  years  in  the  front  rank 
of  Metropolitan  trade  and  commerce,  the  firm  now  stand 
alone — in  respect  of  their  transactions  in  Naval  and 
Military  Outfitting  ;  and  their  business,  with 
valuable  and  much  accumulated  interests,  is 
questionably  the   largest    concern    of   the   kind    in 


United  Kingdom.      Messrs.  Hugh  Morrison  &  Co. 


its 
un- 
the 
are 


identified  in  every  part  of  the  universe  with  the  pro- 
duction of  genuine  Highland  costumes,  the  popular  taste 
and  appreciation  for  which  their  operations  have  done 
much  to  preserve  ;  and  in  this  the  special  feature  of 
their  trade  the  firm  have  acquired  a  reputation  and 
renown  insusceptible  to,  and  undiminished  by,  any  of  the 
competitive  phases  of  modern  trade. 

Not  only  are  the  firm  Highland  costume  makers  by 
special  appointment,  but  they  are  also  robe  makers  by 
appointment  to  the  F.  E.  J.  S.  Institute  and  other 
schools  and  colleges  ;  shirt  makers,  juvenile  outfitters, 
and  general  home  and  colonial  outfitters,  in  each  and 
all  of  which  trading  capacities  they  command  the  un- 
reserved support  and  patronage  of  an  aristocratic 
clientele  at  home  and  abroad.  As  a  firm  who  have  made 
a  lengthy  and  exhaustive  study  of  every  essential  of  the 
high-class  costumier's  art,  Messrs.  Morrison  capably 
anticipate  the  imitations  of  public  taste  and  fashion, 
and  the  unexceptionable  excellence  of  every  class  of 
cloths  they  submit  tends  to  retain  their  well-merited 
reputation  as  purveyors  of  pure  wool  fabrics.  The 
firm's  tartans  are  all  of  the  most  attractive  nature,  every 
one  of  the  great  Highland  clans  being  represented  with 
absolute  fidelity  in  design,  colour,  and  texture;  and 
Messrs.  Morrison  may  be  said  to  be  in  advance  of  any 
existing  firm  in  perpetuating  and  increasing  the  demand 
for  these  interesting  and  beautiful  fabrics.  On  the 
correctness  of  the  various  patterns  they  are  recognised 
as  a  leading  authority,  the  designs  being  not  only 
brought  out  exclusively  for  their  special  trade  but  also 
reproduced  in  their  own  factory,  and  not  attainable  in 
any  other  house.  The  tartans  and  regimentals  constitute 
most  elegant  costumes,  and  are  designed,  cut,  and 
finished  by  a  staff  of  artistes  expressly  conversant  with 
this  branch  of  trade.  Highland  costumes  of  every 
kind — including  those  for  pipe  bands  and  Highland 
societies — are  forwarded  to  all  parts  of  the  universe, 
London  receiving  a  large  proportion  of  the  firm's  trade  ; 
and  to  Messrs.  Hugh  Morrison  &  Co.  may  be  partly 
attributed  the  spirit  of  toleration  with  which  English- 
men are  prone  to  regard  and  adopt  the  Scottish  national 
dress  for  travelling,  and  as  memorials  of  any  northern 
tour — reminding  them  of  Scottish  characteristics  ever 
interesting  to  the  visitor  and  tourist.  Messrs.  Morri- 
son transact  a  large  export  business  in  the  transmission 
of  Highland  costumes  to  the  Colonies,  the  United 
States,  and  South   Africa  ;  and  on  those  gala  occasions 


when  Caledonian  Sports  and  Games  are  indulged  in 
with  thoroughly  national  zest  by  Scotsmen  and  others 
abroad,  Messrs.  Morrison's  much-prized  outfits  are 
largely  worn.  Customers  can  always  depend  upon  the 
firm's  scrupulous  exactitude  in  fit  and  finish  ;  and  for 
men,  youths,  and  boys  alike  they  supply  the  full 
national  garb,  including  diamond,  hose,  dirks,  skein 
dhus,  crests,  brooches,  buckles,  claymores,  and  every- 
thing •  comprehended  within  the  requirements  of  a 
complete  Highland  costume  and  its  equipments. 

The  following  letter  is  representative  of  many  which 
the  firm  daily  receive  from  distant  connections  : — ■ 

"  286,  R.  O.  Box, 

Port  Elizabeth,   South  Africa, 

January  18th,  1891. 
"  H.  Morrison,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, — Being  one  of  the  recipients  of  the  five 
Highland  costumes  sent  out  here  by  you  through 
Messrs.  Dickson  &  Co.,  I  am  pleased  to  offer  you  a 
word  of  congratulation,  as  everyone  of  them  has  turned 
out  a  complete  success,  and  fit  like  a  glove,  and  are 
very  much  admired  ;  and,  altogether,  they  reflect  great 
credit  on  your  business  establishment  as  a  high-class 
house.  They  arrived  in  Port  Elizabeth  by  the  steam- 
ship "Arab"  on  the  morning  of  the  Games,  viz.,  1st 
January,  1891,  and,  fortunately,  we  were  able  to  clear 
them  in  time  for  the  sports,  having  previously  made 
the  arrangements  with  the  Custom  House  officials.  I 
find  that  I  shall  want  a  few  additions  such  as  waist  and 
cross  belts,  &c,  and  will  deem  it  a  great  favour  if  you 
will  kindly  send  by  return  mail  a  full  detailed  price  list. 
"  Yours,  &c, 

(Signed)     A.  Howarth." 

We  believe  we  are  correct  in  saying  that  Messrs. 
Morrison  &  Co.  are  the  only  firm  who  make  everything 
connected  with  the  Highland  costume,  and  this  work 
is  partly  carried  out  within  the  factory  at  the  rear  of 
their  large  establishment  in  Glasgow.  They  naturally 
take  a  great  pride  and  pleasure  in  an  earnest  endeavour 
to  perfect  the  standard  of  artistic  elegance  in  this  class 
of  productions,  and  being  actual  designers  and  manu- 
facturers of  long  experience,  with  every  industrial  and 
artistic  facility  at  their  command,  they  are  in  a  position 
to  pursue  this  course  to  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  issue. 
From  the  fact  that  their  house  presents  a  magnificent 
window  frontage  to  Jamaica  Street  and  also  to  Howard 
Street,  it  may  be  said  to  form  a  structural  ornament  of 
this  the  busiest  thoroughfare  in  the  City.  The  entrance 
is  a  very  imposing  one,  and  the  entire  premises  con- 
tribute to  the  commercial  importance  and  dignity  of  the 
locality,  while  their  convenience  of  location  may  be 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  they  are  within  a  few  minutes 
walk  from  all  stations,  and  only  a  hundred  yards  from 
the  landing  stage  at  the  Broomielaw. 

The  many  details  involved  in  the  routine  of  a  large 
and  widespread  business  are  well  and  energetically 
controlled,  under  the   personal   supervision   of  the  pro- 
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prietor,  where  systems  and  methods  are  based  upon 
practical  economy  as  ensures  that  liberality  and 
moderate  dealing  for  which  the  firm  are  well  known. 
The  old-established  features  of  the  house  are  preserved 
in  a  manner  favourable  to  the  continuous  enhancement 
of  its    celebrity ;  and  as  the    acknowledged    centre   of 


Highland  costume  trade — the  one  department  upon  which 
the  success  of  the  house  is  principally  founded — it 
exemplifies  the  survival  of  popular  interest  in  these 
forms  of  national  dress,  the  production  of  which  has 
gained  for  Messrs.  Hugh  Morrison  &  Co.  the  enviable 
imprimatur  of  commercial  honour  and  affluence. 


J.    BUCHANAN    &    Co.,    Coachbuilders,    123   to  145,  North    Street,    Glasgow. 


It  is  the  good  fortune  of  some  mercantile  and  industrial 
concerns  to  have  cosmopolitan  connections,  but  this 
is  never  achieved  without  the  exercise  of  the 
greatest  energy  and  the  possession  of  sound  business 
ability.  A  house  conspicuously  possessing  an 
administration  characterised  by  exceptional  business 
talent  is  that  of  Messrs.  J.  Buchanan  and  Co.,  of  123  to 
145,  North  Street,  Glasgow — a  firm  which  has  for  a 
period  of  three-quarters  of  a  century  controlled  the 
leading  coachbuilding  interest  of  Glasgow  and  the  West 
of  Scotland. 

The  history  of  the  concern  dates  from  the  year 
1834  ;  and  from  the  earliest  period  its  annals  have 
exhibited  one  unbroken  record  of  high  industrial 
achievements 

in  the  interest-  r.-..- -..-..-.:.:.-..:- ::.:.. 

ing  depart- 
ments of  indus- 
try to  which  the 
energies  of  its 
chiefs  have  con- 
tinuously been 
directed.  Eight 
years  ago  the 
business  passed 
into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  James 
Alexander,  a 
gentleman  who 
for  between  20 
and  30  years 
previous  to  ac- 
cepting prop- 
rietorial control 
had,  in  com- 
pany with  the 
late  Mrs.  Hen- 
derson, carried  on  the  business  of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
James  Henderson  and  Co.,  and  since  carrying  on  his 
present  business  under  its  original  trading  designation, 
Mr.  Alexander  brings  to  bear  in  the  management  the  re- 
sults of  a  iipe  experience  and  a  thorough  mastery  of 
every  intricate  detail  of  a  not  inartistic  trade.  The  pre- 
mises occupied  by  the  firm  comprise  a  handsome  four- 
storey  building  of  very  spacious  dimensions,  comprising 
elegantly-appointed  showrooms  and  every  accommoda- 
tion for  the  conduct  of  a  most  extensive  trade. 

The  class  of  goods  which  Messrs.  J.  Buchanan 
and  Co.  supply  is  of  the  highest  description,  and 
varies  horn  the  humblest  vehicle  that  runs  on 
wheels  to  the  most  attractive  and  luxurious  car- 
riage   that   can    bear   the  coronet  of   its   noble   owner. 


In  the  showrooms  at  North  Street  will  be  found  a 
large  and  varied  assortment  of  Landaus,  Broughams, 
Waggonettes,  Phaetons,  etc.,  and  all  descriptions  of 
two-wheeled  vehicles.  In  the  manufacture  of  coaches 
Mr.  Alexander  has  been  instrumental  in  introducing 
several  important  and  valuable  improvements,  notably 
his  "Premier"  Brougham  and  Chapel  cart,  with  the 
ingeniously  contrived  shifting  seat  and  door  fixtures. 
The  merit  and  general  excellence  of  the  firm's  carriages 
secured  the  award  of  the  Prize  Medal  at  the  Dublin 
Exhibition  in  1865.  Mr.  Alexander  also  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Glasgow  Exhibition  of  1888,  and  rendered  able 
and    distinctly    valuable     services    in     that    capacity. 

His  firm  were 
extensive  exhi- 
bitors on  that 
occasion,  and 
the  style  and 
superior  finish 
of  the  carriages 
earned  golden 
opinions  from 
the  trade  jour- 
nals and  Press, 
and  from 
amongst  which 
we  select  one 
example,  viz : — 
"  The  paint- 
ing and  varn- 
ishing also  of 
Messrs.  Bu- 
chanan and 
Co.'s  exhibits 
is  as  near  per- 
fection as  any- 
thing we  have  ever  seen,  and  is  well  worth  a  critical 
examination."  —  The  Coachbuilders',  Ha' nessmakers' ,  and 
Saddlers   Art  Journal. 

The  entire  administration  of  this  extensively 
connected  house  is  in  hands  well  able  to  sustain  in  the 
future  the  high  prestige  which  many  years  of  well- 
directed  effort  and  thorough  industrial  integrity  have 
established  Mr.  Alexander  as  one  of  Glasgow's  most 
eminent  and  useful  citizens.  As  a  member  of  the  City 
Council  he  renders  most  valuable  services  to  the 
community,  and  in  every  popular  movement  wherein  he 
engages  he  brings  to  bear  his  soundness  of  judgment  and 
acquaintance  with  the  resources  and  needs  of  the  com- 
munity,  which  in  a  public  man  cannot  be  too  highly 
estimated. 
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THE  CITY  OF  GLASGOW  Improved  Leather  Link  and  Plain  Belting  and  Cleaning  Waste 
Manufactory.  Proprietor:  Mr.  John  Walton,  36,  Charlotte  Lane,  and  71,  Lanark  Street, 
City.     Telephone    No.    663.       Telegrams,    "  Waltonian." 


The  manufacture  and  supply  of  Belting  and  Cleaning 
Waste  is,  considering  the  diversified  character  of 
Glasgow's  industries,  a  branch  of  productive  activity 
that  has  become  well  advanced  and  developed  during 
the  past  half-century  ;  and  to  its  present  importance 
and  prosperity  among  the  City's  representative  indus- 
tries, few  concerns  have  more  eminently  contributed 
than  that  of  Mr.  John  Walton,  manufacturer  of  the 
various  specialities  named  at  the  head  of  this  brief 
sketch.  For  the  past  fifteen  years  at  least,  however 
more,  the  link  belting  manufactured  by  Mr.  Walton 
has  commanded  high  and  well-deserved  estimation 
among  all  classes  of  manufacturers,  both  by  reason 
of  its  great  durability  and  the  numerous  purposes 
to  which  it  can  be  applied.  The  difficulties  and 
loss  of  time  hitherto  encountered  by  steam  users  in 
splicing,  sewing,  or  rivetting-strapping  were  among  the 
various  drawbacks  characterising  those  old  forms  of 
belting  which  Mr.  Walton's  product  has  so  largely 
supplanted ;  and  in  introducing  his  now  famed  commo- 
dity to  the  public  it  was  his  main  desire  to  give  greater 
freedom  in  working,  to  do  away  with  irregularities  in 
thickness,  to  give  greater  gripping  power,  and,  by  a 
system  of  production  from  pure  oak-tanned  butts,  to 
render  the  belting  fitted  for  almost  any  purpose  or  for 
any  climate — all  features  that  have  been  subjected  to 
constant  improvement. 

In  the  manufactory  at  the  above  address,  and 
which  is  conveniently  located,  there  will  be  observed 
an  equipment  of  machinery  expressly  designed  for  the 
purposes  of  the  plain  leather  belting  industry,  and 
while  it  is  obviously  impossible  to  describe  with  tech- 
nical accuracy  the  various  resources  at  command, 
attention  may  be  directed  to  the  appliances  for 
cementing  and  copper  rivetting  and  to  the  skilful 
manner  in  which  the  joints  are  sewn  by  hand.  Ever 
since  the  more  extended  use  of  electricity  the  link 
belting   has   taken    a    conspicuous    part    in   the    fitting 


up  of  installations,  its  perfect  evenness  and  smooth 
running  power  being  its  chief  recommendations.  In 
the  matter  of  belting,  Mr.  Walton  has  established  a 
sound  reputation  as  Railway  and  Government  Con- 
tractor, and  through  the  medium  of  contractors  and 
shippers,  large  quantities  of  the  commodity  have  been 
consigned  abroad.  "  Perfect  "  Belt  Fastener  is,  as  may 
be  inferred  from  its  appropriate  title,  one  of  the  nu- 
merous features  of  invention  and  improvement  which 
have  gone  to  aid  the  operations  of  both  India  rubber 
and  cotton  belting.  It  is  made  only  by  its  French 
patentee,  Marcel  Boudard,  and  its  chief  advantages  are 
its  ability  to  stand  severe  strain  (being  cut  out  of  solid 
steel)  and  its  simplicity  of  connection  and  disconnec- 
tion. Mr.  Walton  keeps  a  large  stock  of  leather  laces 
and  belt  fasteners  and  of  all  the  accessories  for  making 
and  repairing  belting.  Of  the  substantial  three-storey 
building  forming  Mr.  Walton's  compact  and  well- 
arranged  factory,  the  second  floor  is  used  for  offices, 
warehouse,  sample,  showroom,  and  plain  belting,  while 
the  third  floor  is  that  in  which  the  manufacture  of  link 
belting  is  carried  on,  and  the  adjoining  building  of  one 
storey  is  entirely  devoted  to  the  storage  of  waste,  of  which 
there  is  an  enormous  consumption.  There  are  no  fewer 
than  nine  different  qualities  of  cleaning  waste,  each  iden- 
tified by  a  letter  or  figure  and  each  having  its  special 
customer.  The  prices  range  from  i|d.  to  4$d.  per  lb., 
and  one  railway  company  alone  orders  seven  tons  weekly. 
In  the  cleaning  and  preparation  of  the  waste  a  staff  of 
about  twenty  hands  is  employed,  and  the  whole  re- 
sources of  the  house  are  well  organised  and  maintained 
under  the  personal  care  and  direction  of  Mr.  John 
Walton,  who  has  been  at  the  head  of  its  affairs  since 
the  commencement.  There  are  now  few  busier  or  more 
progressive  centres  of  industry  and  commerce  in  the 
metropolis  than  that  which  has  been  so  well  developed 
by  Mr.  Walton  and  has  derived  the  greater  part  of  its 
prosperity  from  his  individual  enterprise  and  exertions. 


Mrs.    A.     GILMORE    &    SON,    Wholesale   a 

Ice    Merchants,    83-85,    St 

There  is  no  finer  business  of  its  class  than  that  of 
Gilmore  &  Son,  of  St.  George's  Place,  Glasgow.  It 
is,  moreover,  one  of  the  most  extensive — one  having  a 
most  superior  connection,  and  certainly  the  oldest 
established  in  Glasgow,  for  it  was  founded  so  far 
back  as  forty-five  years  ago  by  Mrs.  A.  Gilmore,  who, 
with  her  son,  still  conducts  the  business.  The  premises 
comprise  a  large  shop,  situated  at  the  corner  of  St. 
George's  Place  and  West  George  Street,  with  fine 
windows,  in  which  is  displayed  a  most  tempting  stock 
of  dressed  game,  poultry,  fish,  etc.  The  character  of 
the  trade  makes  it  indispensable  that  only  the  finest 
qualities  should  be  purveyed,  and,  as  the  firm  receive 
large  consignments  daily  from  the  most  approved 
sources  of  supply,  freshness,  as  well  as  excellence,  are 
thereby  ensured.  In  addition  to  receiving  and  supply- 
ing large  quantities  of  game,  poultry,  and  fish,  the  firm 
also  receive  immense  consignments  of  ice,  in  respect  of 


nd  Retail   Poulterers,  Game    Dealers,    Fish   and 

George's    Place,    Glasgow. 

which  they  have  a  valuable  connection  with  hotels, 
clubs,  restaurants,  etc.  The  uses  of  ice  are  now  so 
multifarious  that  this  branch  of  the  firm's  trade  has 
rapidly  and  consistently  developed,  and,  though  it  is 
already  a  most  important  one,  there  seems  every  proba- 
bility of  its  further  expansion.  Although  Mrs.  Gilmore 
&  Son,  as  purveyors,  supply  many  customers  direct, 
they  also,  as  wholesale  dealers,  supply  numerous  re- 
tailers, and  such  are  the  ramifications  of  their  business 
that  various  branch  establishments  are  a  necessity. 
They  have  a  wholesale  City  establishment  and  stores  at 
77,  Bell  Street,  but  they  have  also  branches  at  Hillhead, 
Oban,  and  Greenock.  A  business  which  has  been  con- 
tinuously successful  during  the  long  period  of  forty-five 
years,  and  which  still  not  only  retains  its  foremost  posi- 
tion in  the  trade,  but  is  still  manifestly  extending,  is  one 
obviously  conducted  upon  the  best  principles,  and  calcu- 
lated to  inspire  the  maximum  of  public  confidence. 
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MacARTHUR  &  JACKSON,  Oil  Manufacturers,  96-98,  Dobbie's  Loan,  Glasgow;  with  agencies 
at  Dundee,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  Belfast ;  in  France,  Belgium,  Holland, 
Germany,  Austria-Hungary,  Italy,  Spain,  India  (Calcutta  and  Bombay),  New  Zealand 
(Auckland),  and  South  America  (Buenos  Ayres). 


One  of  the  most  essential  adjuncts  to  every  branch  of 
mechanical  industry  is  represented  in  the  production  of 
lubricants  which  in  one  form  or  another  are  necessary  in 
this  age  of  mechanical  appliances.  A  counteracting 
influence  is  required  to  the  inevitable  friction  resulting 
from  continuous  movement,  and  this  is  only  to  be  found 
by  means  of  efficient  lubrication.  It  is  not,  therefore,  a 
matter  for  surprise  that  some  of  our  most  eminent  scien- 
tific authorities  have  devoted  their  energies  and  powers  of 
intellect  to  the  solution  of  the  difficult  problem  :  "  What 
constitutes  a  perfect  lubricant  ?  "  Difference  of  opinion 
may  exist  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  pure  animal,  vege- 
table, mineral,  or  compound  oils,  each  buyer  choosing 
the  oil  that  he  thinks  will  best  suit  his  requirements. 
We  select  the  old-established  house  of  Messrs.  Mac- 
Arthur  &  Jackson  as  well-known  refiners  of  all  kinds 
of  oils  adapted  for  the  lubrication  of  machinery  and  for 
other  industrial  purposes.  For  many  years  this  firm 
have  occupied  a  prominent  position  in  commercial  circles, 
and  by  their  energy  and  enterprise  have  extended  their 
business  to  its  present  successful  proportions.  Their 
works  are  of  commodious  proportions,  covering  a  con- 
siderable area  of  ground,  on  which  are  erected  the 
necessary  buildings  for  carrying  on  the  various  processes 
of  manufacture.  Their  refinery  is  fully  equipped  with 
improved  modern  plant,  machinery,  and  appliances  ; — 
the  mechanical  improvements  to  be  noted  in  the  estab- 
lishment having  been  designed  by  the  firm,  whose 
resources  are  equal  to  the  large  output  necessary  to 
meet  the  demands  of  their  constantly  expanding  trade. 
The  products  of  the  firm  include  both  Pale  and  Dark 
varieties  of  all  kinds  of  Lubricating  Oils  for  every  de- 
scription of  machinery  and  all  classes  of  steam  cylinders. 
It  may  not  be  considered  out  of  place  if  we  indicate  the 
essential  points  of  a  really  first-class  lubricant  much 
desiderated   and    undoubtedly    arrived    at    by    Messrs. 


MacArthur  and  Jackson  after  a  long  period  of  careful 
experimenting  and  practical  application: — "A  good 
lubricant  should  first  of  all  reduce  friction  to  a  mini- 
mum, should  be  perfectly  neutral,  and  of  uniform  com- 
position. It  should  not  become  gummy  or  otherwise 
altered  on  exposure  to  the  air  ;  should  stand  a  high 
temperature  without  loss  or  decomposition  and  a  low 
temperature  without  solidifying  or  depositing  solid 
matters.  The  question  of  cost  and  of  adaptability  to  the 
requirements  of  light  or  of  heavy  bearings  is  also  an 
important  consideration."  That  these  qualifications  are 
fulfilled  in  the  oils  of  this  firm  is  amply  evidenced  by 
their  success,  as  attested  by  the  following  rewards  at  the 
principal  exhibitions,  viz.  : — Prize  medals  at  the  Cal- 
cutta, 1883  ;  London,  1884  and  1885  ;  and  Antwerp, 
1885, — for  the  superior  excellence  of  their  machinery  and 
cylinder  oils;  and  at  the  International  Exhibition,  Edin- 
burgh, 1886,  the  firm  gained  the  only  medal  awarded  for 
mixed  or  compound  oils.  The  firm  have  a  widespread  and 
valuable  connection,  which  extends  throughout  the  chief 
industrial  centres  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  they  also 
have  representative  agencies  in  all  the  principal  Conti- 
nental and  Colonial  markets.  In  conclusion  we  may 
mention,  for  the  benefit  of  those  of  our  readers  interes- 
ted in  the  subject,  that  Messrs.  MacArthur  and  Jack- 
son have  issued  in  pamphlet  form  an  admirably 
condensed  brochure  on  "  Lubrication  and  Lubricating 
Oils,"  full  of  useful  information  of  a  scientific  and 
practical  character,  relating  to  the  nature  and  properties 
as  well  as  to  the  manufacture,  testing,  and  proper  and 
economical  application  of  lubricants.  This  pamphlet 
should  find  a  place  on  the  bookshelf  of  every  machinery 
user  and  business  man  :  it  has  been  translated  into  the 
French  and  German  languages.  A  copy  will,  on  appli- 
cation, be  sent  by  post  to  any  one  interested  in  the 
matter  of  Lubrication. 


JAMES     HAMILTON,     Dairyman,     292,     Great    Western     Road,    Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  many  noted  establishments  in  this 
favourite  thoroughfare  one  of  the  most  popular  is, 
undoubtedly,  "  Hamilton's  Dairy,"  which,  as  its  name 
implies,  is  devoted  to  the  supply  of  all  that  is  excellent 
in  this  class  of  produce,  and  which  has  been  securely 
installed  in  public  esteem  by  the  energetic  administra- 
tion of  the  spirited  proprietor.  The  business  was 
established  about  six  years  ago  by  Mr.  James  Hamilton, 
who  had  for  many  years  previous  held  a  leading  position 
with  Mr.  Hugh  Hamilton,  then  the  most  extensive 
purveyor  of  milk  in  Glasgow.  Mr.  Hamilton  selected, 
as  the  site-  of  the  business,  the  handsome  and  commo- 
dious premises  he  now  occupies  at  292,  Great  Western 
Road,  which  are  laid  out  in  modern  style  with  all  the 
latest  sanitary  improvements,  and  present  a  spotlessly 
clean  and  attractive  appearance.  The  Dairy  is  supplied 
with  a  daily  renewed  stock  of  fresh  butter,  home-baked 
scones  and  cakes,  new-laid  eggs,  and  milk  and  cream  of 


the  purest  and  best  quality.  The  thirsty  way-farer  may 
also  enjoy  a  glass  of  lemonade  or  other  mineral  waters 
at  this  establishment,  which  is  highly  popular  with 
cyclists  and  pedestrians  travelling  this  road.  A  first- 
class  family  connection  has  been  established  by  Mr. 
Hamilton,  who  employs  two  well-horsed  and  appointed 
vehicles  for  the  delivery  of  milk,  etc.,  to  his  numerous 
circle  of  influential  patrons.  Mr.  Hamilton  also  caters  for 
the  requirements  ofhoteis,  dairies,  restaurants,  business 
houses,  soirees,  and  excursions,  at  the  most  moderate 
rates.  The  services  of  a  staff  of  about  a  dozen  hands 
are  employed  in  the  Dairy  under  the  personal  active 
supervision  of  the  principal,  who  possesses  the  advan- 
tage of  extended  and  thoroughly  practical  experience  in 
every  detail  of  the  business ;  and  by  his  sound  judgment, 
well-directed  energy,  and  unvarying  courtesy,  has  secured 
the  respect,  confidence,  and  support  of  an  ever-widening 
circle  of  patrons  in  the  city  and  surrounding  districts. 
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MATTHEW    ALGIE    &    CO.,    Wholesale    Tea    Merchants,    Importers,    and    Shippers, 
20  to   26,    Ann    Street,  Jamaica   Street,    Glasgow. 


One  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  firms  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  tea  trade  is  that  of  Messrs.  Matthew 
Algie  and  Co.,  whose  now  prosperous  and  influential 
business  has  been  established  for  nearly  half  a  century, 
and  is  supported  by  a  trade  of  considerable  magnitude. 
Among  home,  foreign,  and  colonial  connections  Messrs. 
Algie  have  acquired  a  reputation  that  is  the  outcome 
of  the  spirit  of  commercial  zeal  and  enterprise  with 
which  they  have  advanced  the  interests  of  the  trade  in 
this  city.  As  a  firm,  dealing  exclusively  in  teas,  Messrs. 
Matthew  Algie  and  Co.  have  devoted  the  operations 
of  nearly  fifty  years  to  the  amelioration  of  the  various 
conditions  under  which  teas  of  a  high  quality  are 
imported  and  sold.  From  the  commencement  they 
have  held  facilities  of  resource  only  attainable  by  first- 
rate  influence  and  capital,  and  largely  to  their  active 
exertions  may  be  attributed  many  of  those  gratifying 
commercial  results  whereby  teas  of  genuine  excellence 
have  been  brought  within  reach  of  all  classes  of  the 
community. 

Messrs.  Matthew  Algie  and  Co.,  while  doing 
extensively  in  pure  teas  of  every  description  from  India, 
China,  Ceylon  and  Japan,  have  devoted  long  and 
assiduous  study  to  the  many  phases  of  blending,  and  the 
operations  thereof  they  accomplish  with  the  aid  of  a 
first-rate  modern  mechanical  plant.  As  connoisseurs  of 
note,  they  have  endeavoured  to  place  upon  the  markets 
the  most  exquisite  and  fragrant  blends  of  tea  at  a  range 
of  prices  profitable  to  retailers  and  consumers  alike  ; 
and  they  have  done  much  to  preserve  the  fine  tone  and 
character  of  the  teas  which  those  who  have  been  long 
in  the  trade  have  pleasant  recollections  of. 

In  the  matter  of  space  the  firm  are  more  than  ade- 
quately provided.  Their  premises  rank  amongst  the  most 
extensive    and  central  in  the  city  ;  and  the  counting- 


house,  sample  room,  private  rooms,  and  warehouse  are 
all  fitted  up  and  furnished  throughout  in  a  style  splen- 
didly appropriate  to  the  extensive  business  of  which 
they  are  the  centre.  Commodious  warehouses,  both 
bonded  and  duty-paid,  adjoin  the  premises,  and  from 
the  magnitude  of  the  supplies  therein  comprised,  it 
may  readily  be  inferred  that  Messrs.  Algie  stand  in  a 
position  to  provide  for  the  largest  demands  which  a 
world-wide  clientele  can  make  upon  their  almost  unlimited 
resources.  Every  style  and  variety  from  all  the  tea- 
producing  countries  is  here  held  in  stock,  and  we  know  of 
no  firm  that  has  so  well  developed  the  entire  resources 
of  the  trade  they  exemplify  as  Messrs.  Matthew 
Algie  and  Co. 

Messrs.  Algie  employ  a  large  staff  of  clerks 
and  warehousemen,  and  they  are  represented  by 
an  efficient  staff  of  representatives  who  devote  due 
attention  to  their  clients.  In  those  times  of  brisk  tea- 
trade  competition  it  is  especially  gratifying  to  note  the 
vitality  and  importance  of  a  house  so  firmly  established 
on  a  basis  of  honourable  and  straightforward  trading,  and 
we  need  only  add  that,  as  Wholesale  Tea  Merchants, 
Importers,  and  Shippers,  Messrs.  Algie  have  few  rivals. 
Mr.  Matthew  Algie,  the  senior  partner,  evinces  an 
active  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  is  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  County  Councillor  for  Renfrewshire,  and 
since  the  passing  of  the  Education  Act,  has  shown  a 
zealous  regard  for  the  intellectual  welfare  of  youth  in 
the  capacity  of  a  member  of  the  Cathcart  School  Board. 
Mr.  Campbell  and  Mr.  R.  A.  Williamson,  the  other 
partners  of  the  firm,  are  gentlemen  of  much  commercial 
talent,  and  their  active  and  intelligent  systems  of 
management  have  been  encouraged  and  appreciated  by 
the  unreserved  respect  and  confidence  of  those  whose 
requirements  they  so  well  anticipate  and  provide  for. 


JAMES    &    JOHN    SMITH,    Manufacturing    Stationers,    and    Horticultural    Printers, 

92,  Union    Street,   Glasgow. 


One  of  the  surest  indications  of  the  commercial  progress 
of  this  great  centre  of  industry  is  the  number  and  im- 
portance of  the  establishments  engaged  in  the  various 
branches  of  the  printing  trade,  with  which  Glasgow  is 
so  amply  endowed,  and  which  are  so  eminently  re- 
presentative of  the  activity  prevailing  every  department 
of  mercantile  enterprise.  One  of  the  eldest  and  best 
known  houses  in  this  trade  is  conducted  by  Messrs. 
James  &  John  Smith,  Manufacturing  Stationers,  and 
Horticultural  Printers,  whose  business  was  established 
forty  years  ago,  and  has  been  continued  since  that  date 
with  ever  increasing  success.  The  premises  occupied 
by  Messrs.  Smith  are  centrally  situated  at  92,  Union 
Street,  and  comprise  the  upper  portion  of  this  handsome 
building.  The  warehouse  and  printing  office  are  of 
spacious  dimensions,  giving  ample  scope  for  the  various 
operative  processes  of  the  trade,  and  are  fully  equipped 
throughout  with  the  most  improved  plant  and 
machinery  of  modern  construction,  enabling  the  firm 
to  execute  with  prompt  expedition  orders  of  any  magni- 
tude on  the  shortest  notice.      Messrs.  Smith  undertake 


every  description  of  general  printing,  but  constitute  as 
their  speciality  the  production  of  beautifully  executed 
horticultural  catalogues  and  envelopes  for  seed  packets, 
with  artistic  illustrations  in  natural  colours  of  the 
various  specimens  of  flowers  to  which  they  refer. 
These  are  of  absolute  fidelity  to  nature's  choicest  growths, 
and  the  harmonious  blending  of  tints  is  marvellous  in 
its  exactitude  to  the  blooms  portrayed.  The  firm 
holds  in  stock  an  innumerable  variety  oi  the  seed  labels, 
representing  in  fullest  detail  the  leading  examples  of 
flowers  of  home  and  exotic  growth.  Messrs.  Smith  have 
long  enjoyed  an  exceptional  reputation  in  this  depart- 
ment of  the  trade,  and  have  on  their  books  the  names  of 
the  leading  horticulturalistj  and  seedsmen  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  A  good  general  local  trade  is  also  done  by 
the  firm,  both  in  printing  and  as  manufacturing 
stationers,  and  with  the  admirable  resources  at  their 
command — an  efficient  staff  of  workmen  and  capable 
management  —  Messrs.  Smith  well  maintain  their 
acknowledged  supremacy  as  the  premier  house  in  this 
branch  of  industrial  enterprise. 
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THE     GLASGOW    CLOTHING    CO.,    59  to   63,    Argyle    Street,    Glasgow. 


One  of  the  most  striking  examples  of  the  remarkable 
industrial  and  commercial  prosperity  achieved  by  the 
characteristic  energy,  enterprise,  and  determination  of 
Glasgow  men  is  afforded  by  the  business  house  we 
select  for  special  distinction  in  these  reviews  of  the 
successes  of  the  leading  mercantile  establishments  of 
this  great  city  of  the  Clyde.  It  is  doubtful  if  in  the 
whole  of  the  United  Kingdom — the  Metropolis  itself  not 
excepted — another  establishment  could  be  mentioned, 
connected  with  this  branch  of  commercial  activity,  of 
such  magnitude  as  that  controlled  by  the  Glasgow 
Clothing  Company,  whose  colossal  establishment  at  the 
corner  of  Argyle  Street  and  Dunlop  Street,  forms  the 
subject  of  this  notice. 

In  order  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  magni- 
tude and  importance  of  this  great  undertaking  it  will 
be  requisite  to  present  to  our  readers  a  few  interesting 
particulars  of  the  history  and  rapid   expansion   of  the 


venient  utilisation  of  space,  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
warehousing  of  the  immense  stock  required  to  keep 
pace  with  the  ever  increasing  demands  of  the  trade. 
The  vast  showrooms  —  we  can  find  no  qualifying 
phrase  so  appropriate  in  indicating  their  dimen- 
sions— are  admirably  lighted,  and  eminently  adapted  to 
the  effective  display  of  the  immense  and  varied  stock 
in  each  department,  which,  in  novelty  of  design  and 
uniform  standard  of  quality  and  value,  remains  to  this 
day  unrivalled  in  the  annals  of  this  trade  in  Great 
Britain. 

The  ready-made  department  for  gentlemen  effec- 
tually dissipates  the  erroneous  idea  that  garments  of 
this  character  are  conspicuous  in  their  deficiency  of 
style,  cut,  and  make,  by  an  exhibit  of  the  most 
superior  quality  of  clothing,  in  which  are  apparent  all 
the  prominent  attributes  hitherto  associated  only  with 
"bespoke"  or  ordered  goods,  and  which  would  do  no 


Company's  business.  Like  most  of  our  leading 
mercantile  houses  its  foundation  was  laid  in  a  modest 
and  comparatively  small  way  in  1870  ;  the  premises  then 
acquired  by  the  Company  comprising  the  ground  floor 
portion  only  of  their  present  magnificent  establishment, 
the  whole  of  which  now  barely  suffices  for  the  require- 
ments of  their  vastly  expanded  trade.  The  building, 
which  was  considerably  enlarged  and  improved  in 
1878-79,  now  forms  a  strikingly  effective  feature  of  the 
architecture  of  this  great  thoroughfare,  presenting  a 
bold  and  handsome  frontage  to  both  Argyle  and 
Dunlop  Streets,  one  of  the  busiest  corner  positions  in 
the  city.  The  edifice  stands  on  the  site  of  the  histori- 
cally famous  old  "  Buck's  Head  "  Inn,  and  is  surmounted 
by  the  sculptured  recumbent  figure  of  a  buck  in 
commemoration  of  this  interesting  association. 

The  interior  arrangements  and  appointments  of  the 
establishments  have  been  designed  with  the  perfection 
of  good  taste,  and  essentially  with  a  view  to  the  con- 


discredit  to  the  productions  of  the  leading  West-end 
houses.  All  goods  in  this  department  are  made  on  the 
premises,  an  efficient  staff  of  first-rate  cutters  and 
workpeople  ensuring  the  perfection  of  fit  and  workman- 
ship, while  the  materials,  selected  from  the  leading 
manufacturers  in  the  kingdom,  are  irreproachable  in 
fashionable  style  and  design.  The  "bespoke"  depart- 
ment is  by  no  means  an  insignificant  item  in  the 
business  of  the  Company  ;  orders  of  this  description 
being  executed  with  the  exceptional  skill  only  to  be 
successfully  attained  by  the  unlimited  resources 
possessed  by  the  proprietors,  and  which  has  secured 
for  the  firm  one  of  the  best  and  most  influential  trade 
connections  in  the  city. 

The  juvenile  department  has  been  distinguished 
by  the  most  extraordinary  extension  and  development, 
rendered  necessary  by  the  rapidly  increasing  trade 
season  after  season,  and  is  now,  without  exaggeration, 
the    largest  in  the  country,  containing  a  stock  which, 
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for  style,  variety,  value,  and  price,  is  not  only  unequalled 
but  unapproached  by  any  other  house  engaged  in  the 
retail  clothing  trade  in  the  kingdom.  Here  may  be 
inspected  the  magnificent  display  of  boys'  clothing  of 
the  highest  quality  at  prices  offering  an  unprecedented 
inducement  to  careful  parents  of  securing  a  saving  of 
from  25  per  cent,  to  30  per  cent,  on  their  purchases 
for  every  description  of  either  plain  or  fancy  suits, 
for  work,  school  or  play.  The  Company  also  make  a 
special  feature  of  ladies'  tailor-made  mantles  and 
jackets  and  Misses'  garments  in  the  latest  productions 
for  the  season,  in  extraordinary  variety  and  price, 
and  which  for  fashionable  style,  and  novelty  of 
material,  and  finished  workmanship,  safely  defy 
competition  by  any  of  their  contemporaries  in  the 
trade.  The  remaining  departments  are  those  devoted 
to  the  gentlemen's  and  boys'  hats  and  caps,  and 
hosiery  and  outfitting,  in  which  will  be  found  an  immense 
assemblage  of  these  goods  of  the  highest  possible 
quality,  and  a  splendid  assortment  of  sporrans,  brooches, 
and  other  accessories  of  a  correct  Highland  costume  ; 
dressing  gowns,  travelling  bags  and  cases,  and  general 
outfitting  goods  in  infinite  variety.  The  services  of  a 
small  army  of  active  and  attentive  assistants,  numbering 


about  three  hundred  persons,  are  employed  in  waiting 
upon  the  requirements  of  the  crowds  of  patrons  who 
daily  throng  the  establishment  ;  the  whole  of  the 
business  arrangements  of  this  vast  "  temple  of  trade  " 
being  distinguished  by  the  most  perfect  order,  system, 
and  regularity,  so  essentially  necessary  to  the  success- 
ful conduct  of  an  undertaking  of  this  magnitude,  and 
under  the  capable  control  of  the  Managing  Director 
of  the  Company  the  operations  of  the  business  work 
throughout  with  a  facility  and  ease  resembling  a 
well  oiled  piece  of  mechanism.  In  concluding  this 
necessarily  brief  description  of  the  Company's  business 
we  may  add  that  the  proprietors  have  recently  given 
additional  evidence  of  the  "  Up  to  Date "  policy  of 
their  commercial  career  by  erecting,  on  the  summit 
of  the  building  they  occupy,  an  enormous  sign,  the 
letters  of  which  are  equal  in  depth  to  one  of  the 
storeys  of  the  edifice,  and  which  proclaim  to  visitors 
and  residents  of  the  city  that  the  Glasgow  Clothing 
Company  intends  to  occupy  in  the  future,  as  it  most 
deservedly  has  in  the  past,  the  proud  distinction  of 
one  of  the  leading  commercial  landmarks  in  this 
great  and  flourishing  centre  of  mercantile  and 
industrial  activity. 


THE    GARNKIRK    FIRE    CLAY    COMPANY,    Garnkirk    Works,    near    Glasgow. 


The  founder  of  this — the  largest  concern  of  the  kind  in 
Glasgow  or  for  many  miles  round — commenced  business 
some  sixty  years  ago.  The  Company  engages  exten- 
sively in  the  manufacture  of  fire  bricks  and  blocks  for 
the  highest  heats,  for  iron  blast  furnaces  ;  forge,  rolling, 
puddling,  and  steel  furnaces  ;  flint  and  bottle  glass 
furnaces  ;  pottery,  copper  calcining,  roasting  and  refining 
furnaces ;  chemical  works,  coke  ovens,  locomotive  bricks, 
gas  retorts,  flue  covers,  ornamental  chimney  cans,  vases, 
figures,  fountains,  and  every  description  of  terra-cotta 
work.  For  the  whole  of  the  long  period  during  which 
the  Garnkirk  fire  clay  has  been  known  throughout  the 
world  its  supply  has  been  inexhaustible.  This  clay 
differs  from  that  from  which  other  Scotch  fire  clay  goods 
are  made  in  being  comparatively  free  from  iron,  the  pre- 
sence of  which  in  quantity  is  not  only  dangerous  as  a  flux 
but  wasteful,  as  owing  to  its  power  as  a  conductor  it  causes 
great  heat  radiation.  The  Garnkirk  Works,  which 
cover  an  area  of  thirty-five  acres,  are  situate,  in  near 
proximity  to  the  Caledonian  Railway  system,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  six  miles  from  Glasgow.  The  Company 
was  originally  formed  for  the  purpose  of  working  coal, 
but,  finding  that  extensive  beds  of  fire  clay  existed  on 
their  property,  the  Company  took  to  manufacturing  that 
material  which  now  almost  exclusively  engages  their 
attention.  The  principal  seam  of  clay  is  seven  feet  in 
thickness,  and  lies  at  an  average  depth  of  twenty-eight 
fathoms.  Its  quality  is  considered  by  competent  connois- 
seurs to  be  equal  to  that  of  the  very  best  of  the  Stour- 
bridge clays.  The  works  of  the  Company  are  intersected 
by  branch  railway  lines,  between  three  and  four 
hundred  men  and  boys  are  employed.  The  clay  is 
of  a  dark  colour,  owing  to  the  presence  of  a  small  pro- 
portion of  carbonaceous  matter,  but  which  is  expelled 
by  the  action  of  fire,  silica  and  alumina  only  remaining, 
and  it  is  the  presence  of  these  substances  in  certain  pro- 


portions that  decides  the  value  of  the  clay.  As  it  comes 
from  the  pits  the  clay  is  entirely  devoid  of  cohesion  or 
plasticity  ;  and,  in  order  to  bring  it  into  working  condi- 
tion, it  has  to  be  ground  and  then  mixed  with  water. 
Several  powerful  mills  are  used  for  this  purpose.  They 
consist  of  great  iron  rollers  which  travel  round  a  circular 
trough  and  pass  over  the  clay.  The  Garnkirk  Company 
do  not  work  in  common  clay,  but  they  have  an  extensive 
trade  in  the  manufacture  of  glazed  fire  clay  sewage  and 
water  pipes.  The  terra-cotta  work  of  the  Company  is  un- 
surpassed by  that  of  any  other  enterprise  of  the  kind  in 
the  Kingdom.  Terra-cotta  is  an  Italian  term  signifying 
baked  clay,  but  it  is  commonly  employed  to  designate 
such  articles  formed  of  clay  as  are  used  in  architectural 
embellishments.  It  is,  if  properly  made,  one  of  the  most 
durable  materials  that  can  be  used  in  building,  and  was 
so  employed  by  the  Egyptians,  Greeks,  and  Romans. 
The  articles  made  at  Garnkirk  Works  in  terra-cotta  are 
chiefly  statues,  fountains,  vases,  brackets,  pedestals, 
and  chimney  pots. 

There  are  many  indications  that  the  developments 
of  this  great  concern  will  be  continuous.  All  who  have 
used  the  various  productions  of  the  Garnkirk  Fire 
Clay  Company  pronounce  them  in  every  respect  un- 
equalled in  the  market,  and  the  judicious  and,  withal, 
enterprising  policy  pursued  by  the  Company  in  the 
management  of  the  business  encourages  the  belief  that 
the  achievements  of  the  house  in  the  past  are  but  ante- 
cedent to  the  attainment  of  still  higher  future  ends  in 
the  industry,  so  admirably  illustrated  at  Garnkirk  Fire 
Clay  Works,  and  at  the  extremely  commodious  offices 
and  showrooms  of  the  Company  at  the  corner  of 
Buchanan  Street  and  Sauchiehall  Street,  and  at  the 
fire  brick  depot  at  the  head  of  Glebe  Street,  St.  Rollox, 
Glasgow. 
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MESSRS.     R.    A. 


PEACOCK    and    SON,    Bakers,    Cooks, 
Paisley  Road  Toll,  Glasgow. 


and    Confectioners,    &c, 


One  of  the  most  attractive  establishments  in  this  busy 
part  of  Glasgow  is  admirably  conducted  by  Messrs. 
R.  A.  Peacock  and  Son,  the  eminent  Bakers,  Cooks, 
Confectioners,  &c,  Paisley  Road  Toll,  Glasgow,  to 
which  we  have  pleasure  in  directing  the  attention  of  our 
readers.  For  generations  past  the  name  of  Psacock  has 
been  a  household  word  in  association  with  this  branch 
of  industry,  the  original  holder  of  the  title,  father  of  the 
present  proprietor,  having  been  established  nearly  half 
a  century  back  in  the  business,  which  was  removed  to 
the  site  now  occupied  in  1876.  The  premises  are  cen- 
trally situated  near  to  where  the  "  Old  Toll  House  "  for 
many  years  formed  a  familiar  local  land-mark,  and  in 
close  proximity  to  the  terminus  of  the  Glasgow  and 
Govan  tram-cars.  The  building  is  of  elegant  archi- 
tectural design,  having  a  noble  window  frontage,  with 
entrance  laid  with  mosaic  tiles,  and  stained  glass  lead 
lights.  The  windows  are  attractively  arranged,  and 
present  a  tempting  display  of  the  delicacies  to  be  ob- 
tained within,  small  and  fancy  bread,  confectionery,  and 
artistic  triumphs  of  the  pastry-cook's  and  confectioner's 
skill.  The  interior  of  the  establishment  is  in  every  way 
worthy  of  its  external  appearance,  being  appointed 
throughout  with  elegant,  polished  pitch  pine  panels  and 
stained  glass  window  fittings,  presenting  a  chef-d'-ouvrt 
of  the  designer's  art.  In  the  rear  a  well-appointed  office 
provides  accommodation  for  the  clerical  work,  and  here 
also  are  the  packing  department,  and  a  room  devoted  to 
the  ornamentation  of  wedding-cakes  and  similar  con- 
fections. The  bakery  is  behind  the  shop,  and  this 
forms  a  special  feature  of  the  architectural  design,  having 
been  modelled  on  the  most  recent  scientific  and  sanitary 
principles,  and  fitted  with  all  the  newest  appliances  for 
ensuring  the  purity  and  cleanliness  of  the  various  pro- 
cesses of  production.  This  department  is  of  the  spacious 
dimensions  of  100  feet  by  80  feet.  At  the  side  of  the 
bakery  are  extensive  stores  for  the  plant  used  in  the 
purveying  department,  and  a  fine  stable  provides  for 
the  comfort  of  the  horses  used  in  the  business.  The 
fame  of  the  firm  as  bakers,  pastry-cooks,  and  confec- 
tioners is  so  widely  appreciated  in  Glasgow  as  to  render 
it  needless  to  detail  the  various  goods  which  have  made 
their  reputation,  and  it  will  suffice  if  we  indicate  the  leading 
specialities  in  which  they  excel.  In  this  connection  the 
premier  position  must  certainly  be  assigned  to  Messrs. 
Peacock's    celebrated   wedding  -  cakes,    which    bear    a 


unique  reputation  for  artistic  taste  in  design  and  sterling 
quality  of  the  ingredients.  These  cakes  are  manufac- 
tured under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  proprietor, 
who  has  always  made  this  branch  his  special  forte,  and 
who  supplies  the  artistic  portion  of  the  work  with  his 
own  skilful  hands.  Orders  for  cakes  of  this  description 
are  executed  for  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
many  are  supplied  to  wealthy  patrons  in  the  Colonies, 
India,  and  America,  the  prices  ranging  from  one  to 
fifty  guineas.  It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  Mr. 
Peacock  keeps  a  photographic  record  of  the  many 
varied  and  beautiful  designs  of  wedding-cakes  manu- 
factured at  this  establishment,  and  that  intending  pur- 
chasers may  inspect  this  splendid  album  for  the  purpose 
of  selecting  a  design  to  suit  their  taste.  The  plain  and 
fancy  bread  baked  at  the  establishment  is  also  held  in 
great  favour  for  its  nutritive  qualities,  and  is  daily 
supplied  to  the  leading  residents  in  Glasgow  and  dis- 
trict. An  important  branch  of  the  business  of  the  firm 
also  deserving  special  mention  is  the  catering  depart- 
ment, in  which  they  undertake  the  purveying  of  dinners, 
luncheons,  wedding  breakfasts,  suppers,  pic-nics,  trial 
trips,  and  all  kinds  of  social  and  festive  functions  for 
large  and  small  parties  on  contract  terms  or  by  agree- 
ment. Messrs.  Peacock  provide  for  this  purpose  all 
the  necessary  requisite  tables,  seats,  silver,  plate,  cutlery, 
china,  glass,  napery,  &c,  &c,  of  which  the  firm  hold  an 
immense  stock,  being  on  an  emergency  able  to  cater  for 
the  requirements  of  the  largest  gatherings  in  the  highest 
style  of  efficiency  and  taste.  The  proprietors  have 
splendid  branch  establishments  at  Ibrox  and  Pollok- 
shields,  conducted  on  exactly  similar  lines  and  with 
equal  success  to  that  above  described,  the  whole 
arrangements  of  the  management  being  capably  con- 
ducted under  the  energetic  control  of  Mr.  R.  A.  Peacock, 
the  head  of  the  firm.  This  gentleman  is  the  represen- 
tative of  the  fourth  generation  of  the  family  engaged  in 
this  business,  and  having  the  manifold  advantages  of 
youth,  practical  knowledge,  enterprise,  and  ability, 
possesses  every  qualification  necessary  not  only  to  de- 
serve, but  to  command,  success  in  this  world  of  com- 
mercial competition,  and  if  there  be  any  truth  underlying 
the  doctrine  of  the  "survival  of  the  fittest,"  Mr. 
Peacock  will  undoubtedly  make  an  indelible  mark  in 
the  records  of  industrial  progress  in  this  great  mercan- 
tile community.    • 


JAMES    M'FARLANE,    Currier    and   Leather    Lace    Manufacturer,    Bain    Square,    Glasgow. 


The  specialization  of  particular  branches  of  business, 
which  is  but  division  of  labour  on  a  larger  scale,  goes  on 
in  Glasgow  side  by  side  with  the  opposite  process  of 
aggregating  a  number  of  more  or  less  kindred  enterprises 
under  the  same  roof.  The  former  or  specializing  pro- 
cess  is  well  illustrated  in  the  case  of  the  extensive 
business  carried  on  by  Mr.  James  M'Farlane.  He  is 
a  wholesale  manufacturer  of  leather  laces,  employing 
twenty  hands.  The  turn-out  includes  round,  flat,  imita- 
tion porpoise  and  porpoise  laces  up  to  fifty  and  odd 
inches  long,  designed  for  the  home  and  foreign  markets. 
So  rapidly  has  the  trade  grown  that,   though  but  four 


years  established,  250  gross  are  exported  weekly,  not  to 
speak  of  the  immense  home  trade.  The  premises,  con- 
sisting of  two  large  flats,  are  now  become  too  limited  in 
their  accommodation  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
business,  so  rapid  has  been  its  extension.  No  doubt 
great  part  of  this  pleasing  success  is  due  to  the  ability 
of  Mr.  M'Farlane  himself;  but,  nevertheless,  it  offers 
another  illustration  of  the  advantage  of  doing  one  thing 
and  doing  it  well.  Mr.  M'Farlane  is  a  practical  leather 
dresser,  and  we  shall  be  pleased  to  record,  at  some 
future  date,  the  further  development  of  his  valuable 
enterprise. 
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MESSRS.    MORISON     BROTHERS    (successors    to     George     Gallie     &     Son),     Wholesale 

Stationers,    Drawing    Material    Importers,    Publishers    and    Booksellers, 

99,    Buchanan    Street,    Glasgow. 


In  most  modern  commercial  or  industrial  enterprises,  as 
in  certain  professional  vocations,  specialism  affords  surer 
chances  of  conspicuous  success  than  the  general  utility 
system,  though,  of  course,  it  is  not  desirable  to  be  too 
exclusive.  It  is  upon  these  lines  that  the  business  of 
Messrs.  Morison  Brothers  has  been  built  up  and  is 
conducted.  For  though,  from  one  point  of  view,  their 
trading  operations  are  comprehensive,  they  devote  them- 
selves more  particularly  to  certain  branches,  in  respect 
of  which,  therefore,  they  have  become  eminent.  As 
wholesale  stationers  they  have  extensive  connections, 
but  as  specialists  they  have  gained  a  wide  reputation  by 
reason  of  the  exceptional  success  with  which  they  have 
cultivated  art  stationery  and  the  trade  in  drawing 
materials.  They  have  secured,  for  example,  a  very 
considerable  trade  as  dealers  in  scenic  photographs,  and 
their  establishment  constitutes  the  leading  emporium 
for  the  supply  of  views  of  picturesque  Scotland.  Their 
business  being  located  in  Glasgow,  they  naturally  have 
a  very  large  stock  of  local  photos  illustrative  of  the 
city's  characteristics  and  public  buildings.  From  their 
establishment,  therefore,  are  derived  those  pictorial 
souvenirs  of  Scotland  which  tourists  value  as  reminis- 
cences of  their  holiday  experiences.  The  firm  have 
sample  albums  in  all  the  principal  hotels  and  clubs,  so 
that  visitors  can  see  beforehand  what  Messrs.  Morison 
Brothers'  stock  comprises  and  the  style  in  which  the 
photos  are  got  up.  Patriotically  disposed  as  regards  the 
artistic  reproduction  of  Scotland's  picturesque  beauties, 
the  firm  are  equally  so  as  regards  Scottish  national 
literature,  for  they  make  a  speciality  of  Books  of 
Scottish  Songs,  bound  in  all  the  clan  tartans.  These 
are  exceedingly  elegant  and  constitute  most  appropriate 
mementos ;  they  are  also  in  extensive  demand  as  gift 
books.  Music  is  the  natural  concomitant  of  lyrical 
poetry,  so  Messrs.  Morison  Brothers  are  consistently 
enterprising  in  supplementing  art  and  poetry  with  music. 
This  firm  -were  the  first  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the 
Sol-Fa  system  as  an  easy  method  of  teaching  music  and 
inspiring  a  love  for  it,  and  they  also,  as  publishers  and 
booksellers,  perceived  its  trade  importance.  The  astute- 
ness displayed  by  them  has  been  duly  rewarded,  and 
they  continue  to  be  the  leading  firm  for  the  issue  of  Sol- 
Fa  music,  which  they  supply  to  numerous  schools, 
choirs,  etc.,  throughout  the  country.  Another  important 
department  of  their  business — perhaps  the  most  impor- 
tant— is  the  supply  of  drawing  materials  for  architects, 
draughtsmen,  and  designers,  as  well  as  for  the  general 
requirements  of  art — pictorial  or  technical.     The  extent 


of  their  trade  in  respect  of  these  materials  far  transcends 
what  might  be  imagined,  and  Messrs.  Morison  Brothers 
have  become  noted  for  the  excellence  and  diversity  of 
their  wares.  As  sole  agents  in  Scotland  for  Gustave 
Toiray's  combined  copying  and  writing  ink,  they  supply 
what  ingeniously  meets  a  long-felt  want  in  commercial 
and  other  offices  where  the  tendency  of  ordinary  copying 
ink  to  blur,  when  used  unwittingly  for  writing  ink  in 
books,  has  been  found  an  aggravating  defect.  Educa- 
tionalists formerly  complained  that  the  school  and  other 
maps  in  vogue  in  this  country  were  very  defective, 
compared,  say,  with  those  "made  in  Germany."  This 
reproach  has  been  wiped  out  by  the  firm  under  notice, 
who  have  successfully  introduced  what  is  known  as 
Morison's  Relief  Terrestrial  Globe,  which  gives  a  perfect 
representation  in  miniature  of  the  actual  configuration 
of  the  earth's  surface,  with  table  lands,  valleys,  plains, 
river  systems,  and  other  physical  features — also  the 
principal  ocean  currents — clearly  indicated.  Moreover, 
in  the  case  of  mountains,  their  altitude  in  feet  is  given. 
The  scrupulous  care  and  elaborateness  with  which  this 
globe  is  prepared  will  be  understood  when  it  is  mentioned 
that  the  names  of  places,  physical  features,  oceans  and 
currents  number  about  five  thousand.  The  boundaries 
of  the  various  countries  and  states  are  shown  by  different 
tints,  so  that,  as  an  object  lesson  in  geography,  anything 
more  complete  or  accurate  could  not  be  desired.  Painted 
in  colours  and  mounted  on  a  polished  ebonized  stand, 
it  is  an  attractive  as  well  as  a  useful  acquisition  either 
in  a  study  or  in  a  schoolroom. 

The  premises  of  Messrs.  Morison  Brothers  in 
Buchanan  Street  comprise  a  large  shop  with  double 
windows,  in  which  there  is  an  elegant  display  of  books, 
photos,  and  other  goods.  The  premises,  which  further 
include  a  warehouse  and  counting  house,  extend  about 
100  feet  to  the  rear.  The  printing  office  is  overhead, 
while  below  the  warehouse  are  the  stores  and  stock 
room.  The  workshops  are  likewise  in  Buchanan  Street, 
but  on  the  opposite  side.  With  them  there  is  telephonic 
communication,  so  that  the  inconvenience  of  a  divided 
establishment  is  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

The  business  was  established  so  far  back  as  1822 
by  Mr.  George  Gallie,  and  was  afterwards  conducted 
under  the  designation  of  George  Gallie  and  Son. 
Eventually,  on  a  change  of  proprietary,  it  was  conducted 
by  Messrs.  Morison  Brothers,  and  the  title  of  the  firm 
then  borne  is  still  retained,  though  the  sole  principal 
now  is  Mr.  John   Morison,  junior. 
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THOMAS    MUIRHEAD    &    Co.,     Silk    Mercers    and     Warehousemen, 

4,  Argyle  Street,  Glasgow. 


One  of  the  most  prominent  features  of  the  busy 
thoroughfares  of  this  great  Metropolis  of  the  North  is 
the  magnitude  and  importance  of  those  "temples  of 
commerce  "  which  form  the  backbone  of  Glasgow's 
mercantile  supremacy  and  constitute  a  centre  of  at- 
traction to  the  numerous  visitors  who  daily  throng  her 
leading  streets.  One  of  the  most  important  establish- 
ments of  this  character  is  that  of  Messrs.  Muirhead  & 
Co.,  the  well-known  silk  mercers  and  warehousemen, 
whose  popular  emporium  at  4,  Argyle  Street,  supplies  the 
material  for  this  brief  descriptive  sketch.  This  business 
was  founded  about  the  year  1835  under  the  title  of 
Messrs.  Muirhead  and  Morgan,  and  some  time  after- 
wards, on  the  retirement  of  the  latter  gentleman,  was 
reconstituted  under  the  style  by  which  it  is  still  known, 
Mr.  Muirhead  continuing  the  undertaking  until  his  death 
in  1882.  At  this  time  the  estate  was  vested  in  the 
hands  of  the  deceased  gentleman's  trustees — the  present 
tenants,  Mr.  William  McWhirter  and  Mr.  Robert 
Reid — both  of  whom  had  occupied  positions  of  responsi- 
bility in  the  house  for  many  years  previously,  and  who 
elected  to  trade  under  the  title  so  long  associated  with 
the  concern.  The  premises  occupied  by  the  firm  com- 
prise handsome  and  commanding  block  of  building  in 
the  best  part  of  Argyle  Street,  of  which  the  upper 
portion  only  was  rented  at  the  time  the  business  was 
commenced,  the  general  plan  then  in  vogue  being  to 
locate  the  warehouse  on  the  second  floor,  customers  at 
that  date  being  under  the  impression  that  they  were  not 
obtaining  value  for  their  money  unless  they  went  to  the 
"warehouse."  In  order  to  dissipate  this  prejudice, 
Messrs.  Muirhead  converted  the  ground  floor  of  their 
premises  into  a  sales  department,  and  as  pioneers  in  this 
movement  created  much  sensation  by  the  appearance  of 
their  immense  plate  glass  windows  and  the  attractive 
character  of  the  establishment  generally.  The  building 
is  of  four  storeys  and  basement,  of  which  the  ground 


floor  is  occupied  as  showrooms  and  sale  department,  and 
possesses  fourteen  fine  plate  glass  windows  devoted  to  the 
attractive  display  of  the  high-class  assortment  of  goods 
submitted  for  inspection.  The  stock,  selected  with 
critical  judgment,  embraces  all  the  new  season's  novel- 
ties in  silks,  velvets,  and  other  ladies'  dress  materials  ; 
and  also  blankets,  flannels,  down  quilts,  napery, 
sheeting,  towelling,  cretonnes,  and  every  description  of 
general  drapery.  The  interior  is  suitably  appointed, 
providing  ample  accommodation  for  the  operations  of 
the  business,  and  is  heavily  stocked  with  a  great  variety 
of  goods  of  the  above  description,  and,  in  addition,  there 
are  large  quantities  of  cloths,  ladies'  and  gentlemen's 
silk  umbrellas,  gloves,  and  other  fancy  goods.  '  The 
gentleman's  department  shows  a  comprehensive  assort- 
ment of  hosiery,  white  and  fancy  shirts,  collars,  cuffs, 
and  scarfs  and  ties  in  the  newest  styles  and  of  the  best 
material  and  make.  The  second  floor  is  devoted  to  the 
mantles,  millinery,  lace  curtains,  and  furs  departments, 
and  here,  again,  the  firm  offer  for  inspection  a  splendid 
selection  of  the  highest  quality  of  goods.  The  flat  above 
provides  convenient  accommodation  for  the  counting 
house,  in  which  several  clerks  are  engaged,  and  on  this 
floor  are  also  situated  the  workrooms  and  fitting  rooms. 
The  whole  arrangements  of  the  business  are  admirably 
complete,  the  firm  employing  in  the  various  departments 
between  sixty  and  seventy  assistants,  in  order  to  wait 
upon  the  requirements  of  their  wide  circle  of  patrons, 
who  have  for  many  years  past  extended  the  most 
substantial  support  to  the  establishment.  In  conclusion 
we  may  add  that  the  undertaking  is  conducted  with  well- 
directed  energy  and  enterprise  by  the  principals,  who 
devote  their  unremitting  attention  to  maintaining  the 
best  traditions  of  the  house  for  a  uniform  standard  of 
excellence  in  every  department,  and  to  sustaining  the 
high  reputation  for  so  many  years  enjoyed  by  this  widely 
patronised  and  popular  establishment. 


G.  &  C.  MOORE,  Aerated  Water  Manufacturers  and  Bottlers,  Springfield  Bottling  Works, 

Mordaunt  Street,  Glasgow. 


This  rising  business  was  established  about  four  years 
ago,  in  the  above  premises,  by  Messrs.  G.  &  C.  Moore, 
and  has  rapidly  grown  to  important  dimensions. 
The  site  is  a  good  one  and  the  premises  commodious 
enough  to  meet  the  expansion  of  the  trade  for  a  long 
time  to  come.  The  firm  are  determined  not  to  be 
behind  the  best  manufacturers,  and  have  given  con- 
siderable attention  to  the  selection  of  the  best  plant  and 
appliances  for  the  producing  of  aerated  beverages  of  all 
kinds.  They  have  just  laid  down  /"250  worth  of  the 
most  improved  machinery  that  can  be  had,  to  meet  the 
anticipated  increase  in  this  season's  (1891)  trade. 
Scrupulous  cleanliness  is  the  distinguishing  character- 
istic of  their  works,  and  no  expense  or  trouble  is  spared 
to  procure  the  finest  and  purest  flavouring  essences. 
Great  care  is  devoted  to  the  important  matter  of  syrup- 
making  also  and,  indeed,  to  every  detail  of  the  process. 
Messrs.  G.  &  C.  Moore  make  eleven  kinds  of  beverages, 


including  lemonade,  soda  water,  hot  Tom,  ginger  beer, 
lime  juice,  and  seltzer,  all  of  first-class  quality.  They 
also  do  a  large  business  as  stout  and  beer  bottlers ;  a 
separate  building,  fitted  with  the  best  bottling  and 
corking  appliances,  being  set  apart  for  this  department. 

The  present  working  staff  is  twenty-one  hands  ; 
and  six  vans  are  kept  constantly  engaged  in  the  work 
of  distribution.  Their  connexion  with  the  trade  is 
extending  very  rapidly,  and,  with  the  improved  plant 
now  in  use,  they  are  in  a  favourable  position  for  meeting 
every  demand. 

A  neat  office  occupies  the  front  of  the  works,  the 
top  flat  serving  for  storage. 

Both  partners  are  practical  men  and  look  after 
everything  themselves.  From  what  we  see  of  their 
skill,  attention,  and  enterprise,  there  is  a  very  prosper- 
ous career  before  them  in  the  immediate  future. 
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MESSRS.  J.  W.  LOVE  &  Co.,  Artists'  Colourmen,  Drawing  Material  Importers,  Carvers, 
Gilders,  Picture-frame  Makers,  and  Manufacturers  of  Mounted  Drawing  Papers, 
36,    Gordon    Street,    Glasgow.        Workshops:   47,    Waterloo    Street. 


The  superior  drawing  and  painting  requisites  now 
at  the  disposal  of  modern  artists  count  as  one  of  the 
principal  factors  in  the  success  and  eminence  of  the 
various  home  and  foreign  schools  of  painting.  The 
enterprise,  too,  displayed  by  the  various  artists'  fur- 
nishing houses  has  had  the  happy  effect  of  smoothing  the 
pathway  of  the  amateur  and  dilettante,  and  so  has  given 
a  great  impetus  to  the  non-professional  pursuit  of  this 
department  of  the  fine  arts.  Glasgow,  which  forms  one  of 
the  principal  centres  of  the  distinguished  Scotch  school 
of  painting,  could  not  afford  to  be  behindhand  in  cater- 
ing for  the  wants  of  the  artistic  fraternity,  and,  in  point 
of  fact,  as  might  be  expected,  has  long  been  well  to  the 
front  in  this  line.  We  have  only  to  turn  to  the  old  and 
distinguished  house  whose  title  stands  above  to  find  the 
amplest  evidence  of  this.  The  business  was  established 
in  1878  by  Mr.  John  W.  Love,  and  soon  attained  an 
importance  and  a  celebrity  which  extended  far  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  City.  Not  only  in  Scotland,  but  in 
most  parts  of  England  and  Ireland  a  flourishing  and 
representative  connection  was  secured  and  catered  for 
with  conspicuous  and  ever  -  increasing  success.  At 
length,  in  June  of  the  present  year,  1891,  Mr.  Love 
determined  to  retire  from  the  business  and  hand  it 
over  to  successors  whose  experience  and  skill  might 
guarantee  the  maintenance  of  its  reputation  and  suc- 
cess. Two  gentlemen  of  exceptional  qualifications 
presented  themselves — Mr.  James  B.  Ferguson,  for 
a  number  of  years  Mr.  Love's  principal  assistant, 
and  Mr.  James  Hamilton,  of  Messrs.  L.  and  C. 
Hardtmuth,  London  and  Vienna — and  the  transfer- 
ence of  interests  took  place  under  the  most  favourable 
auspices.  These  gentlemen  are  now  the  sole  owners, 
trading  under  the  original  title,  and  there  is  no  fear 
that  in  Lheir  hands  the  name  of  Messrs.  J.  W. 
Love  and  Co.  will  suffer  any  diminution  of  lustre. 
The  premises  of  the  firm  offer  special  facilities  for  a 
business  of  this  nature,  and  form  one  of  the  most  com- 
plete establishments  of  the  kind  imaginable.  A  most 
handsome  front  shop  and  showroom  faces  Gordon  Street, 
beautifully  appointed  in  every  detail  and  displaying  a 
complete  stock  of  the  specialities  of  the  trade.  On  the 
same  floor  is  the  warehouse  and  counting-house,  the 
whole  extending  back  about  eighty  feet.  Beneath  this 
floor  is  a  commodious  basement  devoted  to  storage  and 
.  as  a  packing  room.  Within  telephonic  communication  is 
their  large  well-lighted  workshops,  specially  adapted 
for  the  work  of  picture  framing  and  mounting  of 
drawing  and  other  papers.     The  business  of  the  concern 


is  of  a  most  comprehensive  character,  including  the 
supply  of  artists'  colours  of  every  description,  of  the 
best  quality  and  finest  preparation,  for  the  use  of 
painters  and  students ;  white  wood  panels,  prepared 
paper  and  Academy  boards  for  oil  painting,  and  terra- 
cotta and  china  placques,  water-colour  paints,  and 
painters'  and  artists'  brushes  of  every  description. 
Both  in  paints  and  brushes,  as  well  as  in  mounts, 
the  stock  is  of  the  very  finest  description,  and 
displays  a  completeness  and  variety  sufficient  to 
meet  every  possible  want  of  the  studio  or  school. 
But  this  does  not  by  any  means  exhaust  the  repertoire  of 
Messrs.  Love  and  Co.  They  hold,  in  addition,  a  stock 
of  the  best-made  painting  easels  in  every  size,  among 
which  the  fine  studio  easels,  on  castors,  ranging  in  price 
from  a  guinea  to  £$  ios.,  deserve  very  special  mention. 
For  the  ever-increasing  class  of  amateur  and  drawing- 
room  painters,  too,  the  firm  cater  in  every  fashionable 
material  both  for  oil  and  water-colours,  such  as  polished 
white  wood  goods,  opals  and  fancy  cards,  while  the 
necessary  instruction  is  provided  for  in  a  range  of  the 
newest  art  guide  books.  To  complete  the  ensemble  of  the 
establishment  a  charming  collection  of  water-colour 
sketches,  studies  in  black  and  white,  and  art  bijouterie  is 
displayed,  heightening  the  artistic  interest' of  the  con- 
cern and  giving  it  a  distinct  aesthetic  significance.  The 
executive  departments  enjoy  a  reputation  of  their 
own  for  picture-frame  making,  carving,  and  gilding. 
The  framing  of  a  work  often  makes  or  mars  its  effect, 
and  the  technique  of  the  craft  is  so  nice  and  difficult  and 
so  seldom  mastered  that  it  is  pleasing  to  meet  with  a 
firm  such  as  this  which  commands  the  services  of 
experts  and  of  a  general  staff  second  to  none.  Beyond 
this  the  original  proprietor  did  not  go,  but  Messrs. 
Ferguson  and  Hamilton  have  added  a  new  department 
for  manufacturing  mounted  drawing  papers,  mounting 
charts,  maps,  Parliamentary  and  other  plans,  varnish- 
ing, and  the  like,  which  is  under  the  charge  of  the  most 
experienced  workmen  and  personally  superintended  by 
the  principals,  who  are  masters  in  this  class  of  work. 
It  will  be  evident,  therefore,  that  artists,  draughtsmen, 
schools,  and  classes  will  find  in  the  repository  of  this 
firm  every  requisite  and  facility  for  the  pursuit  of  paint- 
ing and  drawing  and  for  furnishing  and  fitting  the 
studio.  Clients,  either  in  Glasgow  or  elsewhere,  can 
confidently  rely  upon  the  firm  to  meet  all  their  needs  in 
a  superior  manner,  and  may  place  their  orders  in 
Messrs.  Ferguson  and  Hamilton's  hands  with  a  cer- 
tainty of  a  most  satisfactory  fulfilment  thereof. 
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DAVID    N.    MILLER,    Hatter,    Hosier,    Glover,    Shirt    Maker,     Military    and     Police    Glove 
Contractor,    227    and    195 — 202,    Cambridge    Street,    Glasgow. 


The  rapid  and  successful  advancement  in  public 
favour  and  support,  manifested  by  the  business  of  Mr. 
David  N.  Miller,  may  be  regarded  as  the  most  posi- 
tive proof  of  the  excellent  system  of  management  under 
which  it  has  been  rendered  a  popular  and  leading  centre 
of  the  City's  hosiery  and  outfitting  trade.  The  business 
was  established  ten  years  ago  at  No.  227,  Cambridge 
Street,  and  so  greatly  expanded  beyond  the  space  limits 
at  that  address  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  acquire 
those  additional  premises  at  195  and  201,  Cambridge 
Street,  the  recent  opening  of  which  has  afforded  ample 
scope  for  the  outlet  of  what  has  become  a  very  progres- 
sive and  always  extending  trade.  The  new  premises 
possess  the  advantage  of  a  splendid  corner  frontage,  and 
the  series  of  windows  facing  both  Cambridge  Street  and 
West  Graham  Street  are  a  study  in  tasteful  dressing  and 
arrangement  which  many  tradesmen  might  do  well  to 
imitate.  Internally  the  same  features  of  departmental 
setting  and  regularity  predominate,  and  under  all  the 
most  attractive  conditions  there  are  submitted  to  inspec- 
tion assortments  of  hats  and  caps  for  gentlemen  and 
boys  which  may  at  all  times  be  accepted  as  representa- 
tive of  the  ruling  fashions  and  styles.  The  elements  of 
completeness  and  profusion  that  are  embodied  in  this 
department  also  characterise  the  whole  other  sections  of 
the  business,  and  the  main  points  of  variety,  elegance, 
and  fashionable  taste  are  alike  noted  in  hosiery,  gloves, 
shirts,  scarves,  and  in  all  the  several  branches  of  per- 
sonal attire  represented  in  the  supplies  of  this  emporium. 
Among  the  meritorious  items  submitted  in  these  lines 
special  attention  may  be  directed  to  cambric  handker- 
chiefs and  also  to  the  very  numerous  varieties  in  lambs- 
wool  goods,  the  latter  illustrating  the  best  attainable 
examples  of  hygienic  underclothing  made  in  this  country 
by  a  well-known  representative  of  the  industry.  All  are 
hand-knitted  and  are  of  a  quality  worthy  of  the  highest 
recommendation  from  a  health  point  of  view.  In  ties 
Mr.  Miller  possesses  a  range  of  exquisite  novelties, 
and  as  one  of  the  most  important  traders  in  every  class 
of  gloves,  he  holds,  it  is  believed,  a  stock  that  is  not 
surpassed  by  any  in  this  City  either  in  respect  of  exten- 
siveness  or  value.  With  a  knowledge  of  the  proper 
resources,  gained  by  long  dealing  and  experience  in  this 


trade,  Mr.  Miller  has  been  enabled  to  place  his  glove 
business  beyond  any  form  of  rivalry,  and  his  suede  and 
French  kids,  chevrette,  Astrakhan,  and  other  kinds  of 
gloves  are  dainty  specimens  of  handgear,  bearing  the 
warranty  of  manufacture  in  several  of  the  best  English 
and  Continental  glove  centres.  Mr.  Miller's  recogni- 
tion as  a  glover  of  considerable  importance  is  more  than 
adequately  attested  by  the  influential  character  of  his 
connections,  and  in  the  capacity  of  military  and  police 
glove  contractor  he  has  supplied  gloves  to  no  fewer  than 
twenty-two  forces  in  Scotland.  The  work  of  shirt 
making  is  conducted  with  every  regard  for  the  exact 
tastes  and  requirements  of  gentlemen,  and,  as  instancing 
the  public  acknowledgment  of  this  fact,  we  need  only 
quote  the  words  of  a  writer  in  the  Glasgow  Evening  News, 
from  whose  article — otherwise  justly  laudatory  of  Mr. 
Miller's  establishment — we  make  the  following  extract : 

"  At  the  present  season  many  will  be  glad  to  learn 
"  that  the  white  dress  shirts  supplied  at  227,  Cambridge 
"  Street,  are  made  to  fit  the  figure  perfectly,  while  quali- 
"  ties  of  ease  and  comfort  are  by  no  means  overlooked. 
"  Much  may  be  gathered  from  the  dressing  of  Mr. 
"  Miller's  windows  as  to  the  variety  of  styles  and  quali- 
"  ties  to  be  found  within." 

From  every  point  of  view,  Mr.  Miller's  establish- 
ment fully  justifies  its  position  in  the  support  of  a  very 
general  trade,  adapting  itself  to  all  classes  and  all 
means  by  reason  of  the  proprietor's  adherence  to  the 
approved  principle  of  buying  as  well  as  selling  for  cash 
and  his  conferring  the  advantages  of  that  system  upon 
his  patrons.  He  invariably  tries  to  please,  both  as 
regards  the  value  given  and  the  attentive  courtesy  with 
which  all  transactions  are  carried  out  ;  and  being  young, 
energetic,  and  enterprising,  he  imparts  to  the  conduct  of 
the  business  that  necessary  stimulus  by  which  it  has 
already  been  placed  a  degree  beyond  its  contemporaries. 
The  house  occupies  a  sound  and  enviable  position,  and 
being  in  the  heart  of  the  busy  thoroughfare  which  joins 
the  West  End  to  the  City  proper,  it  affords  much  pro- 
mise of  enhanced  success  in  the  future,  so  long  as  it  is 
guided  under  the  same  active  and  persevering  systems 
that  have  helped  to  cultivate  its  present  reputation. 


WILLIAM  CHRISTIE,  Tobacco-pipe  Manufacturer,  Craignestock  Street,   Calton,  Glasgow. 


Among  the  smoker's  paraphernalia  the  clay  pipe,  though 
the  least  expensive  of  articles,  will,  no  doubt,  long  con- 
tinue to  hold  its  place  of  honour  with  the  connoisseur. 
In  porosity  and  lightness  it  is  equalled,  perhaps,  by 
none  except  the  most  costly  meerschaum.  The  above 
pipe  factory,  which  we  propose  taking  for  the  subject  of 
this  brief  sketch,  is  one  of  the  most  celebrated  in 
Scotland,  and  enjoys  a  widespread  reputation.  The 
business  was  founded  in  1857  by  Mr.  William  Christie. 
The  pipe  factory  is  to  the  front  and  consists  of  four 
flats  fitted  up  with  every  appliance  for  preparing, 
moulding,  and  firing  pipes.  Steam  power  is  used  for 
driving  the  machinery,  and  some  forty  hands  find 
emplbyment  in  the  several  departments.  A  large 
cupola,  or  kiln,  constructed  on  the  most  approved  plan, 
forms   one  of  the  most  striking  features   of   the    place, 


and  is  equal  to  a  turn-out  of  54,000  pipes  per  week. 
Over  400  patterns  are  made.  Mr.  Christie,  in  addition 
to  his  large  business  as  a  pipe  manufacturer,  carries  on 
an  immense  trade  in  his  New  Patent  Household  Clean- 
ing Stone,  which  seems  destined  to  completely  supersede 
the  natural  and  unprepared  clay,  which  was  hitherto 
the  sole  material  available.  The  great  demand  for  this 
speciality  proves  that  it  has  met  a  public  want.  The 
department  dealing  with  its  manufacture  is  to  the  rear 
of  the  pipe  factory,  located  in  a  large  building  of  two 
flats.  Mr.  Christie,  in  both  sections  of  his  enterprise, 
enjoys  a  valuable  home  and  foreign  connection  and 
keeps  three  travellers  constantly  on  the  road.  The 
business  is  ably  conducted  and  is  certain  to  be  still 
further  extended  in  the  by  no  means  distant  future. 
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HAYTHORN    &    STUART,    Engineers    and    Brass    Founders, 
Eastwood   Works,    Pollokshaws,    Glasgow.     Telegraphic    address :    "  Haythorn,"    Pollokshaws. 


Amongst  the  more  recent  additions  to  the  ranks  of 
industrial  enterprise  in  this  great  centre  of  activity, 
special  distinction  must  be  assigned  to  the  important 
undertaking  inaugurated  about  two  years  ago  by  Messrs. 
Haythorn  and  Stuart,  Engineers,  Brass  Founders, 
etc.,  to  which  we  have  pleasure  in  directing  the  attention 
of  our  readers.  The  premises  occupied  by  the  firm  are 
of  ^commodious  proportions  and  are  situated  in  con- 
venient proximity  to  the  railway,  from  which  a  siding 
provides  facilities  for  the  transit  of  materials  and  finished 


department  they  have  recently  completed  an  important 
contract  for  the  fitting  up  of  the  Dumbarton  Steel  Works, 
and  have  also  undertaken  similar  work  in  connection 
with  the  manufacture  of  machinery  for  the  leading  dyers 
and  calico  printers  in  the  district ;  they  are  also  makers 
of  all  descriptions  of  marine  and  land  engines.  Messrs. 
Haythorn  and  Stuart  are  also  the  patentees  and  sole 
makers  of  the  patent  Friction  Clutch  and  Coupling 
illustrated  below,  an  appliance  designed  to  effect 
greater    economy   in    the    distribution    of  steam   power 


Fig.  i 


DESCRI  PTI  ON. 


Fig.  1  is  an  end  elevation  partly  in  section,  applying  alike  to  the  other  two  views,  cf  which  Fig.  2 
is  a  longitudinal  section  of  a  clutch,  and  Fig  3  that  of  a  coupling.  A  is  an  internal  pulley,  which  in 
Fig.  3  is  keyed  on  end  of  the  driving  shaft,  and  in  Fig.  2  forms  a  boss  on  which  the  driving  pulley  or 
wheel  is  secured,  and  running  loose  on  its  shaft.  B.  a  crank  or  driver,  in  both  cases  keyed  on  the 
shaft  to  be  driven.  C.  the  external  brake-wheel  jointed  by  the  rings  and  pins  D  and  £,  and  having 
formed  in  it  at  F  a  recess  for  taking  to  the  end  of  driving  crank  B.  G.  a  sleeve  sliding  loosely  on 
shaft,  actuated  by  a  hand  lever  in  the  usual  way,  and  connected  to  right  and  left  screws  H  by  links  | , 
the  sliding  motion  of  sleeve  turning  the  screw.  This  causes  the  nuts  M  and  with  them  the  ends  of 
brake-wheel  C  to  approach  and  recede  from  their  central  position,  and  consequently  to  enlarge  or 
contract  the  circumference  of  the  wheel  C  ;  and  as  this  is  jointed  at  the  points  £  p_,  it  follows  that 
any  pressure  applied  in  this  direction  is  transmitted  in  a  line  at  right  angles  to  these  joints  ;  conse- 
quently the  brake-wheel  C  is  pressed  equally  all  round  against  the  inside  of  pulley  A.  thus  giving  the 
necessary  friction  for  adhesion  ;  the  return  flange  J  on  this  pulley  effectually  retaining  the  lubricating 
material,  and  preventing  any  grinding  action  when  slacked. 

The  central  portion  of  the  screw  H  has  formed  upon  it  a  worm-wheel  into  which  is  geared  the 
worm  K  ;  and  by  turning  this  the  position  of  screw  is  changed  in  its  relation  to  its  enclosing  lever  |_ 
and  links  I,  thus  giving  a  means  of  regulating  the  point  of  contact  to  the  utmost  nicety. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  this  clutch  is  self-holding,  consequently  the  loss  of  power  which 
usually  takes  place  through  the  necessity  of  pressing  the  parts  into  contact  is  entirely  avoided. 


goods.  The  works  cover  a  total  area  of  about  four 
acres,  on  which  are  erected  the  buildings  requisite  for 
the  various  departments,  including  spacious  machine 
shops  250  feet  in  length  and  32  feet  wide,  brass  finishing 
and  smiths'  shops  of  similar  dimensions,  and  foundries 
fitted  throughout  with  modern  plant  and  machinery  of 
improved  construction,  for  which  motive  power  is  de- 
rived from  a  40  h.p.  engine.  The  other  buildings  com- 
prise large  pattern  shop  50  feet  by  30  feet,  brass-finishing 
department,  and  extensive  stores  for  material,  &c.  The 
principal  productions  of  the  firm  include  the  construction 
of  plant  and  machinery  for  steel  manufacturers,  in  which 


and,  consequently,  fuel,  and  running  shafting  un- 
necessarily— obviating  the  manifest  danger  of  com- 
mon clutches — rapidity  of  application  in  stopping 
momentarily  a  line  of  shafting  or  any  section  of  it  in 
cases  of  accident,  and  possessing  in  every  sense  a 
marked  advantage  in  the  methods  of  starting  and 
stopping  machinery  in  motion.  The  firm  are  also 
manufacturers  of  Haythorn's  patent  pistons  and  piston 
valves,  of  which  we  also  give  illustrations.  Those 
represent  the  nearest  approach  to  perfection  in  theory 
and  practice  in  these  important  parts  of  the  mechan- 
ism of  an  engine,  and  have,  after  five  years'  successful 
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use,  under  all  conditions  of  working,  and  up  to  nearly 
ioo  inches  in  diameter,  justified  the  patentees  in 
guaranteeing  to  the  users  of  these  pistons  and  valves  an 
economy  or  increased  effective  power  of  at  least  5  per 
cent,  in  each  instance,  beside  the  great  saving  in 
repairs,    renewals,    and     disuse     of    lubricants.      They 


thoroughly  practical  knowledge  of  every  branch  of  the 
business  ensures  perfection  of  finished  workmanship  in 
the  execution  of  all  contracts  and  orders  entrusted  to 
them  for  completion.  In  conclusion,  we  may  mention 
that  the  firm  have  already  established  a  wide-spread  and 
valuable  connection  in  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
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Fig.  1. 


Fig.  2. 


Fig.  "I  is  a  plan,  section,  and  expansion  of  an  ordinary  marine  piston  for  inverted  cylinders.  The  packing  consists  of  two 
strong  rings  of  |_  section  ;  these  are  expanded  radially  by  a  chain  consisting  of  flat  vvrought-iron  links  and  double  cast-iron, 
or  brass  pads,  alternately.  At  opposite  sides  these  links  give  place  to —on  one  side— a  strong  spiral  spring  contained  in  two 
half-boxes,  and,  on  the  other,  an  adjusting  screw  and  nut.  The  link  pads  are  in  halves  vertically  ;  and  between  these, 
threaded  on  their  brass  connecting  pins,  and  between  one  of  them  and  the  wrought-iron  link,  is  a  short  spiral  spring  separa- 
ting the  half  pads  against  the  flanges  of  packing  rings  with  a  constant  pressure.  The  adjusting  screw  forces  the  links 
round  against  the  spring  opposite,  compressing  it  a  measurable  distance  within  the  half  boxes,  never  more  than  3-i6ths  to  £-in. 
for  the  largest  diameters.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  vertical  action  is  constant  and  just  sufficient  to  produce  steam-tight 
contact  between  the  packing  rings,  junk  rir.g,  and  piston  flange,  and  that  the  expanding  pressure,  being  applied  through 
jointed  links,  is  transmitted  radially  and  equally  all  round  the  packing  rings. 

There  is  a  modification  suitable  for  smaller  diameters,  and  for  high  pressure  cylinders.  In  this  case  the  packing  ring 
is  in  one  piece,  having  its  ends  prolonged,  and  with  shallow  grooves  formed  to  contain  a  water  packing.  In  this  case  there 
are  no  springs.  The  rings  are  expanded  until  they  exactly  fit  the  core  of  cylinder,  and  the  junk  ring  is  then  screwed  hard 
down,  thus  making  it  equivalent  to  a  solid  block. 

Fig.  2  shows  this  solid  form  of  ring  as  applied  to  piston  valves,  the  lower  half  of  section  arranged  as  a  solid  or  close 
valve,  and  the  upper  one  hollow,  forming  communication  between  top  and  bottom  ends  of  valves.  These  valves  can  be 
readily  arranged  on  the  "  Trick  "  principle,  and,  from  the  fact  of  their  being  securely  prevented  from  expanding,  a  multiple- 
ported  chamber  is  unnecessary,  only  a  sffiucient  number  of  ties  to  keep  the  chamber  together  being  required,  thus  reducing 
the  diameter  necessary  for  providing  the  requisite  port  area. 


are  also  patentees  and  makers  of  a  practically  perfect 
form  of  metallic  packing  for  piston  rods  and  plungers. 
Fuller  details  of  these  appliances  are  supplied  in  pam- 
phlets, illustrated  with  plans  and  sections,  to  be  obtained 
from  the  firm,  who  will  at  any  time  afford  opportunities 
of  inspection  to  those  desirous  of  viewing  their  specialties 
in  operation.  The  works  employ  the  services  of  a  large 
staff  of  skilled  hands  in  the  various  departments  under 
the    experienced    direction    of    the    principals,     whose 


their  principal  agencies  being — London  :  Mr.  John  G. 
Hammond,  junr,  Seething  House,  Great  Tower  Street, 
E.C.  South  Wales  :  Mr.  H.  G.  Symonds,  Bute  Docks, 
Cardiff.  Newcastle-on-Tyne  :  Mr.  Robert  Perry,  3, 
Side.  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  :  Messrs.  Stocks, 
Neave,  &  Co.,  2,  Parsonage,  Manchester  ;  and  for  the 
East  of  Scotland — Mr.  P.  D.  Mitchell,  108,  Commercial 
Street,  Dundee. 
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MR.    CAMPBELL- BLAIR,    Tea    and    Wine    Merchant     and     Family     Grocer, 
7  and  9,  Howard  Street,  Glasgow.     Proprietor — Mr.  James  Weir. 


Few  Glasgow  concerns  of  the  kind  have  so  well 
earned  and  so  ably  preserved  the  position  of  commercial 
distinction  held  by  the  old  and  noteworthy  business  of 
Mr.  Campbell-Blair,  of  Howard  Street,  established  as 
far  back  as  in  the  year  1835,  and  now  controlled  under 
the  sole  proprietary  and  direction  of  Mr.  James  Weir. 
This  may  be  described  as  one  of  the  several  representa- 
tive establishments  whose  longevity  and  general  features 
must  at  all  times  enhance  the  interest  and  value  of  any 
literary  work  devoted  to  a  survey  of  Glasgow's  trade 
and  commerce.  Two  years  before  the  accession  of  Her 
present  Majesty  there  was  no  establishment  in  Glasgow 
purveying  directly  for  the  requirements  of  families,  and 
to  the  late  Mr.  Campbell-Blair  may  be  credited  the 
inauguration  of  the  first  family  grocery  house  in  the 
City.  While  the  Metropolis  now  teems  with  establish- 
ments professing  to  cater  for  what  is  understood  as 
family  business,  the  house  of  Mr.  Campbell-Blair  main- 
tains its  original  pre-eminence  in  the  trade,  and  its 
prosperity  has  become  largely  based  on  the  system  of 
cash  trading  which  was  early  adopted  by  this  firm. 
Much  credit  is  due  to  the  skilful  and  discriminate 
guidance  of  Mr.  James  Weir,  who  has  been  connected 
with  the  business  since  boyhood,  and  who  was  manager 
for  Mr.  Campbell-Blair  long  before  his  personal 
acquisition  of  the  business.  From  the  once-famous 
Gushet  House  in  Main  Street,  and  more  recently  from 
Jamaica  Street,  the  business  was  transferred  to  its 
present  location  in  Howard  Street,  where  the  entire 
floorage  space  at  disposal  represents  a  ciimulo  extent  of 
little  less  than  6,000  feet.  The  premises  are  a  very 
commanding  feature  of  the  thoroughfare,  and  in  point  of 
general  fitting  and  arrangement  are  unsurpassed  by  any 
house  in  the  trade.  The  appropriate  character  of  the 
situation  may  be  understood  when  we  say  that  the 
establishment  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  largest 
houses  in  the  tea  and  grocery  line  in  this  City.  The 
visitor  to  this  house  will  be  at  once  gratified  by  the 
impressions  of  taste  that  prevail,  and  the  attractive 
manner  in  which  the  whole  departments  are  submitted 
to  inspection.  The  great  speciality  of  this  house  is  their 
famous  Ceylon,  Indian,  and  China  Teas.  In  sugar  of 
strong-grained  rich  qualities,  biscuits,  fruits,  general 
groceries,  pickles,  and  Italian  table  dainties,  there  are 
shown  most  ample  assortments,  and  the  whole  goods  of 


the  house  bear  those  features  of  excellence  which,  con- 
sidering the  antiquity  and  eminence  of  the  house,  it  is 
obviously  needless  to  specialise.  The  processes  of 
roasting  and  grinding  coffee  are  carried  on  daily,  and 
with  the  reduction  in  tea  duties,  Mr.  Weir  is  enabled  to 
offer  a  range  of  no  fewer  than  ten  different  blends  and 
qualities,  all  of  the  same  high  quality  that  has  done  so 
much  to  sustain  the  reputation  of  the  house  during  the 
last  fifty-six  years.  As  regards  the  merits  of  a  valuable 
wine  and  spirit  stock,  it  need  only  be  said  that  all  are 
alike  superior  for  dietetic  and  general  use.  The  list  of 
seals,  brands,  and  prices,  conveys  a  very  forcible  idea  of 
the  extent  and  varieties  of  the  whole  collection,  and  for 
the  information  of  those  unfamiliar  with  the  methods  of 
the  house,  it  may  be  here  added,  with  reference  to  all 
wines  and  spirits  bottled  on  the  premises,  that  there  is 
invariably  branded  on  the  cork,  besides  the  trade  mark 
of  the  firm,  the  signature  of  "  Campbell-Blair,"  a  name 
that  is  eminently  associated  with  the  best  interests  of 
Glasgow's  wine  and  spirit  trade  and  commerce. 
Exceptional  value  is  at  all  times  offered  in  whiskies,  a 
large  stock  of  the  finest  kinds  being  held  under  bond — 
four  to  six  years  old — and  representing  the  best  attain- 
able products  of  the  Laphrvaig  and  Lagavulin  Glen- 
livet,  Glenfoyle,  and  Gleniffer  Distilleries.  As  a  house 
supplying  in  every  department  the  best  possible  value  at 
wholesale  prices,  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Campbell- 
Blair  may  be  said  to  hold  fair  rivalry  with  any  form  of 
store  or  other  trading  incorporation  which  the  com- 
petitive aspects  of  modern  times  have  suggested,  and  the 
best  proof  of  its  importance  is  presented  in  the  popularity 
it  commands  not  only  in  the  City,  but  among  connec- 
tions at  a  very  considerable  distance  therefrom,  for 
whose  requirements  Mr.  Weir  provides  with  the 
attentiveness  and  promptitude  of  one  long  conversant 
with  the  features  of  that  branch  of  trade  which  is  so 
admirably  exemplified  in  the  business  of  Mr.  Campbell- 
Blair. 

As  a  gentleman  worthy  and  eminently  deserving  of 
the  success  that  has  attended  his  whole  commercial 
operations,  Mr.  James  Weir  holds  a  high  place  in 
public  esteem  and  commands  the  support  and  favour  of  a 
widespread  circle  of  adherents  both  resident  in  and 
beyond  the  Western  Metropolis. 


JAMES    LACHLAN,    Butcher,    36,    St.    Enoch    Square,    Glasgow. 


This  flourishing  and  representative  business  was 
established  over  twenty  years  ago  in  Eglinton  Street, 
was  removed  subsequently  to  Canning  Street,  Bridgeton, 
and  finally,  a  few  years  ago,  to  the  present  large  and 
central  premises.  The  double  shop  is  well  suited  to  a 
first-class  trade,  and  offers  plenty  of  space  for  the  dis- 
play of  the  excellent  home-fed  beef,  mutton,  etc.,  for 
which  Mr.  Lachlan  is  famous.  Beneath,  in  the  base- 
ment, curing  operations  are  largely  carried  on  under  the 
most  favourable  conditions.  The  connection  has  grown 
very  fast,  and  now  includes  many  of  the  first  hotels, 
restaurants,  and  private  establishments  in  the  City. 
The  wants  of  the  shipping  trade  are  not  neglected,  and 


it  must  be  a  treat  of  no  ordinary  kind  for  our  sea-faring 
men,  on  arrival  in  the  Port,  to  exchange  their  salt  junk 
for  the  juicy  and  finely-flavoured  meat  supplied  by  Mr. 
Lachlan 's  establishment.  The  proprietor  has  had  a 
lifedong  experience  of  the  trade,  and  knows  how  to  cater 
for  his  customers  to  their  satisfaction.  An  unusually 
large  staff  and  exceptional  facilities  for  distribution 
secure  promptness  in  attending  to  orders — by  no 
means  the  least  praiseworthy  feature  of  the  concern. 
Mr.  Lachlan  holds  a  first  place  in  the  trade,  and  sees  to 
everything  personally,  as  far  as  such  an  extensive  and 
rapidly-growing  business  will  allow. 
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GLASGOW    IRON    &    STEEL    CO.,    Limited,    Glasgow. 


From  the  commencement  of  the  18th  century  at  least,  it 
has  been  known  that  steel  could  be  prepared  by  fusing 
cast  and  wrought  iron  together  in  crucibles  ;  and  in  this 
manner  the  operation  was  performed  by  Reaumur  in 
1722,  the  only  heat  employed  being  that  of  an  ordinary 
forge.  Since  that  date  many  different  processes  have 
been  patented.  The  main  idea  of  this  method  of  pro- 
ducing steel  is  apparently  a  simple  deduction  from  the 
process  of  Mushet  and  of  Heath,  whereby  a  steel  is 
produced  by  the  direct  addition  of  carbon  to  malleable 
iron.  At  any  rate  we  know  that  a .  few  years  after 
Heath  patented  the  use  of  carburet  of  manganese  he 
proposed  a  method  for  making  steel  on  a  far  larger 
scale  than  the  use  of  crucibles  would  allow :  by  fusing 
pig  iron  in  a  cupola,  running  it  into  the  bed  of  a  steel 
making  furnace,  into  the  upper  part  of  which  malleable 
iron  was  introduced  in  bars  so  as  to  be  heated  up  by 
the  waste  heat,  and  gradually  pushed  forward  so  as  to 
dissolve.  Had  the  regenerative  principle  been  known 
to  Heath,  this  method  would,  in  all  probability,  have  led 
to  complete  success.  This  was  in  1845.  Since  then 
other  patents  amounting  substantially  to  the  same  com- 
bination have  been  taken  out  by  Price  and  Nicholson 
in  1855,  and  Gentle,  Brown,  and  Attwood  in  1862.  A  par- 
ticular combination  patented  by  Mushet  has  proved  of 
the  highest  practical  value,  the  only  drawback  being 
that  the  non-removal  of  phosphorus  and  sulphur  to  any 
marked  extent  in  the  ordinary  blowing  process  renders  it 
only  applicable  to  certain  kinds  of  pig  iron.  The  re- 
cently invented  "  Basic  "  process — the  sole  process  em- 
ployed by  the  Glasgow  Iron  and  Steel  Company, 
Limited, — may,  however,  be  said  to  fairly  overcome 
this  difficulty.  Although  the  basic  process  was  not 
patented  until  1872,  the  idea  of  employing  calcareous 
and  other  basic  linings  to  furnaces  used  for  the  purifica- 
tion of  iron  by  methods  other  than  the  pneumatic 
process  of  Bessemer  dates  back  considerably  earlier 
than  that  date.  The  business  of  the  Glasgow  Iron 
and  Steel  Company,  manufacturers  of  iron  and  steel 
by  the  basic  process,  was  established  over  40  years 
ago,  and  the  present  trade  of  the  firm  is  of  enormous 
volume.  During  a  recent  visit  to  the  works  of  this 
house,  which  was  brought  about  by  the  special  permit  of 
the  courteous  manager  at  the  Glasgow  Offices,  Mr. 
Cassells,  we  were  astounded  at  the  magnitude  of  the 
Company's  operations.  Some  idea  may  be  gathered  of 
their  extent  when  we  mention  that  they  are  manufac- 
turers of  rounds  and  squares  from  three-sixteenths  of  an 


inch  to  seven  inches,  flats  from  half-inch  to  fourteen 
inches  broad,  copes,  ovals,  convex,  octagon,  angles, 
tees,  bulks,  girders,  channels,  hoops,  plates,  sheets, 
boiler  tube  strips,  steel  slabs,  blooms  and  billets,  and 
innumerable  fancy  sections.  The  high  character  of  the 
productions  of  the  firm  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact 
that  Basic  Steel  of  the  Glasgow  Iron  and  Steel 
Company  make  has  been  accepted  by  the  Admiralty, 
Board  of  Trade,  Lloyd's,  Bureau  Veritas,  Indian  States 
Railways,  Indian  Government  Stores  Department, 
etc.,  etc.,  —subject  to  same  tests  as  Siemens'  steel.  The 
offices  of  the  firm  are  at  168,  St.  Vincent  Street, 
Glasgow,  and  consist  of  a  large  and  substantially 
erected  building  containing  several  commodious  and 
admirably  appointed  offices  for  carrying  on  the 
clerical  work  of  the  establishment,  counting-house,  pri- 
vate rooms,  etc.  The  whole  building  is  efficiently 
lighted  and  ventilated,  and  fitted  with  every  require- 
ment for  carrying  the  gigantic  official  arrangements  of 
the  first.  Order  and  system  are  everywhere  apparent, 
and  the  policy  of  administration  in  this  department 
reflects  great  credit  on  the  management.  The  works  of 
the  Company,  which  in  each  case  cover  a  very  ex- 
tensive area,  are  situated  at  Glasgow,  Matherwell, 
and  Wishaw,  and  employment  is  given  to  considerably 
over  4,000  men.  Each  of  the  works  is  connected  with 
the  central  offices  by  telephone.  The  code  telegraphic 
address  is  "  Ingot,"  Glasgow,  and  the  Glasgow  Ex- 
change telephone  No.  825.  A  thorough  and  efficient 
system  of  divided  and  sub-divided  labour  is  in  active 
operation  at  the  works.  The  large  number  of  skilled 
workmen  employed  in  the  various  departments  compares 
satisfactorily  with  any  other  similar  establishment  in 
the  world  ;  and  the  eagerness  with  which  any  new 
mechanical  or  other  improvement  in  connection  with 
this  industry  is  snapped  up  by  the  firm  is  a  satisfactory 
illustration  that  the  Company  will  endeavour,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  to  hold  the  high  and  influential 
position  in  the  iron  and  steel  industry  which  is  un- 
doubtedly theirs  by  right  of  the  energy,  enterprise,  and 
business  ability  displayed  in  their  system  of  administra- 
tion. The  firm  have  large  collieries  in  connection  with 
each  of  their  works,  the  amount  of  coal  consumed 
annually  being  almost  incredibly  large.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  find  that  the  business  connection  in  this  country,  large 
as  it  is,  is  still  on  the  increase,  the  improvement  in  this 
respect  being  also  apparent  in  their  valuable  and  ex- 
tensive export  trade. 


THOMAS    CAMERON,     Boot    Upper    Manufacturer,    21,    Argyle    Street,    Glasgow. 


One  of  the  most  important  adjuncts  of  the  boot  and 
shoe  manufacturing  trade  has  long  been  the  manufacture 
of  uppers  on  a  wholesale  scale.  This  important  depart- 
ment is  fully  illustrated  in  the  workshops  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Cameron  situated  as  above.  The  premises  comprise  a 
commodious  flat  fitted  up  with  all  the  necessary 
machinery  and  affording  plenty  of  space  for  the  opera- 
tions of  the  large  staff  engaged  in  the  various  cutting- 
out,  ornamenting,  and  closing  operations.  The  whole  is 
under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  proprietor,  who  is 


himself  a  practical  man.  The  most  striking  feature  of 
the  business  is  the  high-class  quality  of  the  work  turned 
out,  both  as  regards  material  and  manipulation.  The 
scale  of  charges  is  marked  by  great  moderation,  and  as 
a  retail  business  is  done  principally,  the  customer  in  this 
case,  as  in  so  many  others  we  have  noted,  gains  a 
distinct  advantage  in  buying  direct  from  the  manufac- 
turer. We  can  only  add  that  we  wish  Mr.  Cameron 
every  success. 
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JOHN    PURDEN,    Lambhill    Forge,    Maryhill,    Glasgow. 


The  remarkable  development  of  the  steel  and  iron 
industries  in  this  great  centre  of  activity  gives  special 
importance  to  the  branch  of  production  represented  by 
Mr.  John  Purden,  proprietor  of  the  Lambhill  Forge, 
Maryhill,  who  supplies  the  material  for  this  brief 
descriptive  notice.  The  business  is  of  old-established 
standing,  having  been  founded  about  fifteen  years  ago 
by  the  present  sole  proprietor,  who  has,  during  that 
period,  greatly  extended  the  scope  of  the  undertaking 
and  developed  the  resources  of  the  establishment  to  the 
successful  proportions  it  has  since  attained.  The 
works  at  Maryhill  are  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Forth  and  Clyde  Canal  about  three  miles  from  Glasgow 
and  in  convenient  proximity  to  the  railway,  affording 
every  facility  for  the  transport  of  materials  and  goods. 
The  premises  occupy  a  total  area  of  about  an  acre  and 
a  half,  on  which  are  erected  the  necessary  buildings  for 
the  purposes  of  the  trade.  These  comprise  spacious 
forge,  machine  shop,  smithy  and  stores,  together  with 
suitable  offices,  providing  ample  accommodation  for  the 
various  departments  and  furnished  throughout  with 
modern  and  improved  plant  and  machinery,  including 
powerful   steam   hammers   for   facilitating  the   heavier 


processes  of  forging  iron  and  steel.  The  chief  produc- 
tions of  the  establishment  include  every  description  of 
marine  forgings  in  demand  by  the  shipbuilders  and 
engineers  on  the  Clyde  and  other  parts  of  the  district, 
and  which  are  also  consigned  to  Liverpool  and  other 
centres  of  the  shipping  trade  in  the  country.  The 
leading  speciality  of  the  firm  embraces  the  finishing  of 
built  cranks,  a  branch  of  the  trade  in  which  Mr.  Purden 
excels  and  for  which  the  improved  appliances  at  his 
command  give  him  exceptional  advantages  in  the 
execution  of  orders  for  this  class  of  work.  An  efficient 
staff  of  from  60  to  80  forgemen,  skilled  mechanics, 
smiths,  etc.,  is  employed  in  the  several  departments  of 
the  works,  which  at  all  times  present  an  animated  scene 
of  industrial  activity.  The  business  is  admirably 
conducted  under  the  active  personal  supervision  of  the 
principal,  who  is  ably  assisted  in  the  duties  of  manage- 
ment by  his  son,  and,  under  the  influences  of  these 
gentlemen's  thoroughly  practical  ability  and  energetic 
administration,  the  establishment  has  gained  a  well-won 
position  in  the  leading  firms  engaged  in  this  important 
department  of  commercial  enterprise. 


JOHN     CRAWFORD,    Produce     Importer     and     Commission     Merchant, 
16  and  18,  Stockwell  Place  (off  Stockwell  Street),  Glasgow. 


The  business  of  Mr.  John  Crawford,  Produce  Importer 
and  Commission  Merchant,  has  indicated  such  rapid 
progress  since  its  establishment  in  1887  that  its  work 
and  operations  possess  an  importance  in  the  trade  which 
it  is  impossible  to  overlook  in  any  survey  of  Glasgow's 
modern  activity  and  commerce.  Under  the  able  and 
enterprising  control  of  Mr.  John  Crawford — who  is 
well  known  among  all  connected  with  the  produce  trade 
— the  business  has  developed  many  interesting  trade 
features,  and  its  transactions  in  all  kinds  of  home  and 
foreign  produce  may  be  said  to  cover  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  this  leading  and  representative  branch  of 
Glasgow  trade.  The  house  has  become  an  accredited 
agency  for  margarine  of  a  high  quality,  representing,  as 
it  does,  the  undertaking  of  David  Jansen,  of  Ravestein, 
Holland,  whose  varied  brands  of  the  commodity  are 
known  to  be  superior  to  many  very  inferior  classes  of 
butter  nowadays  sold,  and  are  distinguished  under  the 
names  of  La  Nouveaute,  La  Grande,  Superieur,  and 
Le  Soleil.  The  mixtures  of  this  noted  Dutch  factory 
are  identified  also  under  the  names  of  Le  Premier,  Le 
Second,  La  Specialite,  L'Imperial,  La  Favorite,  Le 
Publique,  and  La  Mode,  and  throughout  Scotland  these 
have  been  advanced  upon  public  recognition  by  the 
active  agency  of  Mr.  Crawford  and  his  efficient  staff 
of  representatives.  He  deals  extensively  in  Irish  and 
foreign  eggs,  also  in  all  classes  of  tinned  meats  from 
Australia  and  America,  and  in  dried  fruits,  including 
raisins  and  currants.  Butter,  cheese,  flour,  lard,  marrow- 
fat, and  everything  embraced  in  the  comprehensive  cate- 
gory of  provision  supplies  are  brought  under  Mr. 
Crawford's  trading  operations — the  warehouse  and  base- 
ment store  at  Stockwell  Place  indicating  a  prolixity  of 
resource  well  fitted  to  provide  with  greatest  promptitude 


and  satisfaction  for  the  many  patrons  of  the  house.  The 
counting-house  and  the  whole  other  departments  are 
arranged  and  appointed  in  good  taste,  and  everything  is 
here  preserved  under  the  most  favourable  conditions.  The 
premises  are  centrally  located  for  the  market  and  rail- 
way as  well  as  steamer  communication,  and  every 
transaction  can  thus  be  carried  out  with  the  facility, 
economy,  and  promptitude  which,  in  these  times  of 
brisk  competition,  tradesmen  must  consider  along  with 
the  prices  of  all  commodities.  The  premises  have  a 
frontage  of  about  40ft.  To  the  left,  on  entering,  is  a 
well-appointed  office,  and  on  the  right  is  the  salesroom.  At 
the  rear  is  a  commodious  and  well-ventilated  warehouse. 
A  cellar  runs  the  whole  length  of  the  premises  and  pro- 
vides excellent  and  cool  storage  for  butter,  &c.  In  a 
word,  everything  is  especially  suited  to  the  trade.  Mr. 
Crawford  has  agents  in  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Leith,  and 
Edinburgh,  each  of  which  forms  a  profitable  and  pros- 
perous intermediary  for  the  disposal  of  the  regular  con-' 
signments  of  fresh  and  reliable  goods  that  pass  through 
the  hands  of  this  firm.  The  requirements  of  an  extensive 
local  connection  are  well  provided  for,  and  three  com- 
mercial travellers  are  constantly  on  the  road.  Besides 
the  conduct  of  the  general  business  Mr.  Crawford 
travels  himself,  and  is  well  known  among  retail  traders, 
who  anticipate  his  periodical  visits  with  some  degree  of 
pleasure.  As  a  gentleman  of  considerable  experience, 
gained  in  the  service  of  one  of  the  leading  importers  in 
the  City,  Mr.  Crawford  directs  all  matters  of  a  far- 
extending  and  influential  business  with  much  dis- 
criminating tact  and  enterprise,  and  of  late  years  has 
done  much  to  accomplish  the  extension  of  its  ramifica- 
tions and  its  usefulness  as  a  profitable  and  convenient 
centre  of  the  trade. 
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JAMES   WALLACE,   Carver   and   Gilder,    313,    Dumbarton    Road,    Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  leading  attractions  of  this  fine  thoroughfare 
special  distinction  must  be  assigned  to  the  well-known 
and  highly  popular  art  repository  of  Mr.  James  Wallace, 
Carver  and  Gilder,  313,  Dumbarton  Road,  to  which  we 
have  pleasure  in  directing  the  attention  of  our  readers. 
The  business  was  originally  established  by  Mr.  Wallace 
about  ten  years  ago,  at  premises  in  the  vicinity,  from 
which  he  subsequently  moved,  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  his  trade,  to  Great  Western  Road  (in  which  place  he 
was  for  some  years),  and  from  thence  to  his  present 
address.  The  establishment  in  Dumbarton  Road  is  of 
extensive  proportions,  comprising  handsome  and  com- 
modious double-fronted  shop  fitted  throughout  with 
appointments  of  a  tasteful  character,  offering  every 
convenience  for  the  effective  display  of  the  large  and 
comprehensive  stock  of  high-class  goods  exhibited  by 
the  proprietor. 

The  windows  contain  an  attractive  assortment  of 
choice  etchings,  engravings,  and  prints  of  the  leading 
popular  artists;  water-colour  drawings  and  a  wide 
selection  of  artists'  materials,  colours,  and  other  requi- 
sites. The  interior  presents  a  very  recherche  appearance, 
the  walls  being  painted  in  subdued  colours,  enhancing  the 
effect  of  the  beautiful  works  of  art  which  are  displayed 


with  attractive  taste  on  either  side ;  and  here  may  also  be 
inspected  an  extensive  stock  of  English  and  Continental 
gilt  and  other  mouldings  suitable  for  frames  in  every 
style. 

At  present  Mr.  Wallace  does  not  manufacture  on 
the  premises,  but  has  the  frames  manufactured  outside 
by  some  of  the  best  workmen  in  Scotland.  Mr.  Wallace 
has  in  contemplation  the  establishment  of  workshops  for 
the  production  of  every  desciiption  of  gilt  and  other 
frames  and  in  order  to  meet  the  numerous  requirements 
of  his  clients  in  this  direction. 

The  business  connection  already  secured  by  the 
proprietor  is  of  a  most  influential  character,  embracing 
connoisseurs  and  art  patrons  in  the  City  and  surrounding 
districts;  and  Mr.  Wallace  is  also  well  supported  by  the 
general  public,  whose  confidence  has  been  established 
by  the  exceptionally  superior  quality  of  the  articles 
supplied  from  this  deservedly  popular  emporium  of  art. 

Mr.  Wallace  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  best 
judges  of  pictures  in  Glasgow,  and,  in  addition  to  having 
had  long  experience  in  art  matters,  Mr.  Wallace  for  five 
or  six  years  passed  through  a  curriculum  at  Glasgow 
University. 


M'INNES    &    M'LACHLAN,    Gas   Heating   and    Cooking   Apparatus    Manufacturers,    Lamp 
Manufacturers,    Tinsmiths    and    Gasfitters,    258,    George    Street,    Glasgow. 


In  recording  in  permanent  form  the  history  and 
position  of  the  leading  industrial  enterprises  of  Glasgow, 
we  are  pleased  to  notice  the  above  firm,  which  has 
gained  a  leading  place  among  those  associated  with  the 
modern  developments  of  gas  heating  as  applied  to  fires 
and  cooking  operations.  The  present  proprietors, 
Messrs.  David  M'Innes  and  Archibald  M'Lachlan, 
entered  into  partnership  May,  1889,  with  a  view  to 
carrying  on  a  department  of  industrial  enterprise  which 
had  previously  been  carried  on  by  Messrs.  R.  and  A. 
Main,  the  eminent  firm  of  gas  cooking  and  heating 
stove  manufacturers.  Mr.  M'Innes  for  sixteen  years 
had  held  an  important  position  in  connection  with  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  R.  and  A.  Main,  and  the  fact  that  they 
handed  over  a  branch  of  their  business  to  Mr.  M'Innes 
is  an  evidence  of  the  esteem  and  confidence  in 
which  that  gentleman  was  held  by  his  former 
employers.  Mr.  M'Innes  had  also  previously  been 
engaged  with  the  great  cooking  stove  firm  of  John 
Wright  and  Company,  of  Birmingham,  where  he  acquired 
great  experience  in  connection  with  his  important  art. 
Nor  is  Mr.  M'Lachlan  less  experienced  in  his  special 
line  of  business  ;  and  work  entrusted  to  the  firm  is 
certain  to  receive  prompt  and  careful  attention.  In  the 
hands  of  the  present  firm  the  business  has  greatly 
developed.  Messrs.  M'Innes  and  M'Lachlan  are 
widely  known  as  first-class  makers  of  gas  apparatus,  as 
general  gas  fitters,  and  tinsmiths.  They  also  make  a 
specialty  of  the  manufacture  of  plain  and  fancy  lamps 
for    all    purposes,    and    their   services    are    in   constant 


demand  in  this  department  of  industry.  The  premises 
occupied  comprise  a  large  flat  with  very  attractive  show 
windows  and  showrooms  to  the  front.  Here  may  be 
seen  in  endless  variety  samples  of  every  section  of  their 
work,  from  the  neat  and  well-designed  cooking  stoves, 
which  form  one  of  its  main  features,  down  to  the 
smallest  item  of  gas  fitting.  In  ordinary  gas-heating 
stoves  and  lamps,  all  types  and  sizes  are  shown,  many 
of  no  small  artistic  merit.  To  the  rear  of  the  show 
rooms  are  the  business  offices,  and  behind  these  the 
spacious  and  well-found  workshops  of  the  firm,  manned 
with  a  large  and  busy  staff.  Great  skill  is  displayed  in 
the  design  and  fitting  up  of  their  several  specialities, 
and  reflects  no  small  credit  on  the  workmen,  many  of 
whom  must  be  no  mean  artists.  We  need  hardly 
intimate  that  the  trade  done  in  all  departments  is  un- 
usually large.  The  firm  are  very  favourably  known  in 
and  around  Glasgow,  and  both  partners  are  well  known 
besides  as  practical  experts  in  the  business.  Mr. 
M'Innes  travels  himself,  and  attends  to  the  wants  of 
the  clients  with  great  success,  placing  the  whole  of  his 
extensive  skill  and  experience  at  their  service.  The 
house  holds  a  leading  place  in  trade  circles,  where  both 
partners  are  highly  popular  and  respected.  Under 
their  skilful  management  and  energetic  control,  and  by 
their  untiring  exertions,  the  house  has  attained  its 
present  honourable  position  and  a  certain  promise  of 
still  greater  influence  in  the  future  in  the  rising 
department  of  industry  to  which  it  is  devoted. 
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MESSRS.  JAMES  THOMSON  &  SON,  Clothiers,  84  and  86,  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow. 


Among  those  old  and  influential  Glasgow  houses  that 
have  so  well  sustained  the  dignity  and  importance  of 
the  City's  high-class  clothing  trade,  that  of  Messrs. 
James  Thomson  and  Son  possesses  an  especial  emi- 
nence both  by  reason  of  the  highly  respectable  character 
of  its  connections  and  the  simple  historic  fact  that  it  is 
the  oldest  representative  of  this  branch  of  commerce  at 
present  existing  in  the  Scottish  capital.  It  was  in- 
augurated at  the  time  of  the  Georges,  and  during  the 
greater  part  of  a  century  and  a  half  it  has  formed  a 
leading  and  pioneer  centre  of  the  trade  it  represents, 
and  has  been  prominently  associated*  with  all  the 
fashionable  innovations  and  developments  that  have 
taken  place  within  the  course  of  that  lengthy  period. 
At  the  time  of  the  Second  Jacobite  Rebellion  the  estab- 
lishment came  under  the  depredations  of  the  High- 
landers, and  its  then  valuable  stocks  of  clothing  were 
made  subjects  of  the  general  plunder  that  followed 
Prince  Charlie's  unwelcome  visit  to  Glasgow.  For 
many  years  the  house  was  known  under  the  firm  title  of 
Messrs.  Ewing  and  Wingate,  but  since  so  far  back  as 
1857  it  has  been  identified  by  the  present  name,  and  the 
firm  bear  that  standing  and  repute  in  City  commerce 
which,  considering  the  antiquity  and  unimpeachable 
prestige  of  the  business,  it  would  be  impossible  to  dis- 
place. Ah  the  characteristics  of  the  high-class  tailoring 
emporia  of  the  present  day  are  fully  embodied  in  the 
fitting  and  appointment  of  the  St.  Vincent  Street  house, 
where  every  detail  is  in  full  accordance  with  the  essen- 
tials of  elegance  and  good  taste.  The  immense  variety 
of  materials  submitted  affords  due  insight  into  the  re- 


sources of  the  firm,  which  enable  them  to  offer  a  range 
of  choice  that  is  altogether  unexampled.  They  deal  in 
no  fabrics  but  the  finest  that  can  be  obtained,  and  their 
productions  consequently  embody  every  desirable  qualifi- 
cation of  durability  and  excellence.  With  the  aid  of  a 
staff  of  tailors,  whose  skilful  workmanship  has  greatly 
tended  to  enhance  the  renown  of  the  house,  the  firm 
make  up  everything  that  comes  within  the  scope  of  the 
high-class  clothing  and  outfitting  trade.  They  operate 
under  special  appointment  as  robe  makers  to  the  Uni- 
versity, while  their  pulpit  gowns  possess  a  celebrity  that 
is  not  of  yesterday's  origin.  They  have  attained  premier 
distinction  in  the  making-up  of  ladies'  riding-habits, 
military  and  naval  uniforms,  liveries,  and  costumes, 
and  in  every  branch  of  ladies'  and  gentlemen's  tailoring 
they  illustrate  the  prevalent  styles  and  fashions  of  each 
season  with  the  exactitude,  finish,  and  completeness  to 
be  expected  of  a  firm  who  are  accredited  exponents  of 
the  sartorial  art.  Favoured  by  the  support  of  long-estab- 
lished connections,  among  whom  are  included  many 
town  and  county  families  of  importance,  Messrs.  Thom- 
son devote  to  the  control  of  their  business  due  tact  and 
attentiveness.  Their  liberality  is  indicated  in  the  fact 
that  everything  is  charged  for  at  the  most  reasonable 
prices  consistent  with  the  high  standard  of  excellence 
maintained  ;  and  as  a  firm  whose  honourable  standing  is 
preserved  by  the  constant  observance  of  consideration 
for  the  requirements  of  an  aristocratic  clientele,  Messrs. 
James  Thomson  and  Son  hold  a  commercial  position 
of  which  they  cannot  be  dispossessed  by  any  of  the 
modern  aspects  of  clothing  trade  competition. 


J.    &    R.    SNODGRASS,    Washington    Mills,    Glasgow. 


The  flour-milling  industry,  which  stands  unquestion- 
ably foremost  among  the  productive  trades  associated 
with  our  food  supply,  has  always  been  at  all  times 
exemplified  in  the  highest  degree  by  those  eminent 
Glasgow  houses  devoted  to  its  operations  ;  and  the 
Washington  Mills  represent  the  position  of  prosperity 
and  efficiency  to  which  one  of  the  most  notable  under- 
takings in  this  City  has  now  attained.  These  Mills 
have  been  in  active  existence  for  upwards  of  40  years, 
and  upon  their  operations  have,  to  a  large  extent,  rested 
the  development  and  maintenance  in  this  City  of  a  very 
high  standard  of  perfection  in  wheat  grinding  and  flour 
production.  The  Mills  form  a  substantial  and  some- 
what imposing  structural  feature  of  the  locality  in  which 
they  are  situated,  and  while  presenting  a  freestone 
frontage  of  considerable  extent,  they  extend  over  a 
distance  of  about  300ft.  to  the  rear,  and  are  arranged 
and  equipped  on  a  plan  tending  to  accelerate,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  entire  operations  of  the  busy  industry  of 
which  they  are  the  centre.  The  offices  are  towards 
the  front  of  the  building,  and  six  floors  are  fully  occu- 
pied. By  the  adoption  of  the  new  roller  process, 
together  with  all  the  latest  improvements  incidental  to 
that  system,  Messrs.  Snodgrass  have  been  enabled  to 
resist  the  advances  of  American  competition  ;  and,  by 
the  technical  efficiency  and  adequacy  of  the  entire 
working  plant,  have  so  availed  themselves  of  the  modern 


resources  of  the  trade  as  to  maintain  the  excellence  of 
quality  for  which  the  products  of  the  leading  Scottish 
mills  have  long  been  famed.  The  popularity  which 
Scotch  cereals  have  so  well  preserved  among  merchants 
and  consumers  is  unquestionably  due  to  the  very  fine 
qualities  of  wheat  and  other  kindred  products  emanating 
from  such  Mills  as  that  of  Messrs.  Snodgrass,  and 
their  success  should  constitute  the  best  encouragement 
to  British  millers  to  display  a  similar  spirit  of  progress 
and  enterprise,  and  accomplish  thereby  similar  satisfac- 
tory results.  The  facilities  now  possessed  by  the 
Washington  Mills  for  the  prompt  output  of  all  their 
products,  and  for  maintaining  due  attention  to  the 
requirements  of  their  commercial  adherents  in  all  parts 
of  Scotland,  are  of  a  very  efficient  description.  The 
trade  of  the  house  may  be  said  to  take  effect  principally 
among  tradesmen  and  others  in  the  north,  west,  and 
south  districts,  while  the  ramifications  of  the  business 
are  being  rapidly  extended  in  the  east  coast,  and  the 
firm  have  registered  many  appreciative  clients  north  of 
Dundee.  At  present  Mr.  John  Snodgrass  is  at  the 
head  of  affairs,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that,  whatever 
new  form  of  management  is  adopted,  this  gentleman's 
long  experience  in  every  department  of  milling  industry 
will  be  brought  to  bear  with  excellent  effect  upon  the 
continued  direction  and  operation  of  the  famous 
Washington  Mills 
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MESSRS.    JOHN     BLACKWOOD    &    SON,   Bleach   Works,    Springfield    Road,    Glasgow. 


Very  little  is  known  about  the  operation  of  bleaching 
as  practised  by  the  nations  of  antiquity,  although  it  may 
fairly  be  presumed  that  the  Egyptians  were  fairly 
proficient  in  this  useful  art.  A  well-bleached  basis 
being  absolutely  necessary  for  the  production  of  a 
satisfactory  die,  we  must  perforce  believe  that  bleaching 
was  practised  considerably  not  only  by  the  Egyptians, 
but  also  by  the  Phoenicians  in  order  to  produce  their 
brilliant  and  famous  dyes.  In  modern  times,  the  Dutch 
possessed  almost  a  monoply  in  this  industry  down  to 
the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  although  we 
find  mention  of  bleach  works  at  Southwark  as  early  as 
the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  it  was  the  general  custom 
to  send  all  the  goods,  then  largely  manufactured  in 
Scotland,  to  Holland  to  be  bleached.  As  a  comparison 
with  the  expeditious  manner  in  which  the  operations  are 
now  carried  out,  it  may  be  interesting  to  know  that  the 
goods  were  then  sent  away  in  March  and  not  returned 
until  the  end  of  October.  By  the  system  adopted  by 
Messrs.  John  Blackwood  &  Son,  at  the  Springfield 
Bleach  Works,  Glasgow,  we  believe  that  the  whole 
operation  for  cops,  warps,  hanks,  taps  and  threads  is 
completed  in  about  three  days.  This  firm  was  established 
about  nine  years  ago  by  John  Blackwood,  who,  however, 
died  soon  after  a  start  was  made,  but  the  business  is 
still  carried  on  by  the  sole  proprietor,  Mr.  G.  Marshall 
Blackwood,  son  of  the  founder.  The  premises  occupied 
by  the  firm  cover  an  area  of  about  four  acres,  and  the 
various  departments  are  fitted  with  every  appliance  and 
convenience  for  carrying  on  the  large  trade  done  by 
them.  The  operation  of  bleaching  is  not  so  simple  as 
one  might  imagine  ;  even  in  the  matter  of  thread,  for 


instance,  we  learn  that  from  the  time  the  various  Nos. 
of  thread  are  prepared  for  the  first  boiling  until  they 
are  classed  and  made  up  in  bundles  as  finished  goods 
they  have  undergone  twenty  distinct  operations. 
Although  as  a  rule  these  operations  usually  occupy 
on  an  average  about  eight  days,  the  goods  can  be  hurried 
through  with  greater  celerity  if  occasion  requires.  The 
bleaching  of  yarns  generally  is  a  much  more  simple 
process  than  that  required  for  whitening  and  bleaching 
vegetable  fibres.  The  process  known  as  "  sulphuring  " 
is  only  applied  to  woollen  yarns  when  they  are  intended 
to  be  finished  white  or  light  colours.  Messrs.  John 
Blackwood  &  Son  work  chiefly  for  customers  who  send 
in  the  goods,  and  are  among  the  largest  and  most 
important  in  their  trade  in  Glasgow.  The  premises 
comprise  a  large  yard  for  storing  baskets,  &c,  a  nicely 
built  two-storey  building  in  which  are  one  public  and 
two  private  offices,  well  appointed  in  every  respect,  and 
approached  by  a  good  staircase.  The  first  floor  is 
devoted  to  the  grey  warehouse,  bleach  house,  packing 
room,  and  a  store  and  work-room  for  winding  copes. 
To  the  rear  of  this  is  a  well-fitted  shed  as  large  as  the 
entire  of  the  above.  In  the  works  we  noticed  three 
small  and  one  large  and  really  beautiful  engines  at  work, 
and  outside  the  building  are  three  large  boilers  by  the 
well-known  firm  of  Penman  &  Co.,  of  Glasgow.  Near 
to  these  is  a  large  chimney  rising  some  80  feet  above  the 
ground.  The  firm  employ  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
hands,  and  the  weekly  out-put  of  copes,  tanks,  and 
threads  of  yarns  amounts  to  between  80,000  and  90,000 
lbs.  a  week. 


GILLIES    BROTHERS,    Clock    and    Model    Makers,    15,    Margaret    Street,    Glasgow. 


In  a  great  centre  of  commercial  and  industrial  activity 
like  Glasgow  there  will  be  found  ample  scope  and  en- 
couragement for  the  exercise  of  those  lighter  branches 
of  the  mechanical  art  in  which  are  included  the  manu- 
facture of  clocks  and  models  of  machinery,  &c,  so 
essential  to  the  development  of  new  inventions  and 
improvements  of  machinery.  Of  the  firms  engaged  in 
this  important  branch  of  industry,  special  distinction 
must  be  assigned  to  Messrs.  Gillies  Brothers,  Clock 
and  Model  Makers,  who  have  recently  commenced 
operations  in  this  direction  with  every  indication  of  con- 
spicuous future  success.  The  premises  occupied  by  the 
firm  are  centrally  situated  at  15,  Margaret  Street,  off 
John  Street,  City,  and  consist  of  one  large  flat  of 
spacious  proportions  conveniently  arranged  for  the 
operations  of  the  business  and  fully  equipped  with  the 
necessary  plant  and  appliances  for  perfecting  the  pro- 
cesses of  production.  Messrs.  Gillies  undertake  the 
manufacture  of  every  description  of  clocks  and  models, 
chiefly  for  experimental  purposes  in  connection  with 
new  inventions  and  improvements  of  a  mechanical 
character,  in  which  they  possess  a  very  high  reputation 
for  their  skilful  execution  and  ingenuity  of  resource. 
The  leading  speciality  of  the  firm's  manufacture  is, 
however,  Dey's  patented  "  Time  Checker  and  Recorder," 
a  marvellously  ingenious  machine  which  has  been 
brought  to  its  present  state  of  perfection  and  accuracy 


after  much  thought  and  experiment,  and  it  is  certainly 
the  highest  success  yet  attained  in  time-keeping.  It 
will  be  found  of  great  convenience  and  value  in  every 
branch  of  business  to  employers  and  employees  alike— 
the  one  class  being  assured  of  a  perfectly  reliable  record 
and  the  other  of  absolute  justice — of  being  charged  only 
for  time  actually  lost,  thus  providing  a  solid  basis  of 
good  understanding  and  good  feeling  between  parties 
whose  interests  are  more  or  less  divergent.  The 
machine  can  be  used  wherever  time  is  recorded — in  fac- 
tories, workshops,  stores  or  shops  of  every  kind,  offices, 
hotels,  &c,  &c,  and  is  sold  at  a  price  (twenty  guineas) 
which  brings  it  within  reach  of  all  requiring  a  thoroughly 
reliable  instrument  of  this  description.  The  "  Time 
Checker"  has  already  secured  a  large  sale  amongst  the 
principal  employers  of  labour  in  Scotland  and  other 
parts  of  the  Kingdom,  who  have  forwarded  to  the 
manufacturers  testimonials  expressive  of  their  perfect 
satisfaction  with  the  working  of  the  machine.  The 
business  is  admirably  conducted  under  the  direction  of 
the  proprietors,  Messrs.  Hugh  &  Felton  Gillies,  both 
of  whom  are  thoroughly  practical  mechanicians  of  the 
highest  ability  and  skill,  whose  invaluable  advice  has 
often  proved  of  inestimable  benefit  to  inventors  who 
have  had  occasion  to  avail  themselves  of  these  gentle- 
men's experienced  services. 
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COCKBURN    BROTHERS,    St.    James"    Iron    Works,    Helen    Street,   Govan,    Glasgow. 


One  of  the  most  important  branches  of  staple  indus- 
try in  this  district  is  well  represented  by  the  firm 
of    Messrs.'  Cockburn     Brothers,     whose    extensive 


works  form  the  subject  of  this  brief  descriptive  sketch. 
The  business  was  founded  in  1881  by  Mr.  David 
Cockburn  and  his  three  brothers,  the  latter 
retiring  a  few  years  ago  leaving  the  sole  pro- 
prietorship in  the  hands  of  the  senior  principal, 
Mr.  David  Cockburn,  who  has  since  been  joined 
by  Mr.  Anthony,  who  undertakes  the  management 
of  the  out-door  arrangements. 

The  premises  occupied  by  the  firm  are 
centrally  situated  at  Helen  Street,  Govan,  and 
comprise  the  whole  of  the  conveniently  adapted 
manufactory  known  as  the  St.  James'  Iron  Works, 
which  were  specially  built  for  the  purpose,  and 
include  well-appointed  offices,  facing  the  street, 
and  commodious  brick-built  work-shops,  forges, 
smithies,  &c,  in  the  rear.  The  chief  produc- 
tions of  the  firm  include  every  description  of 
barrows  in  use  for  gas-works,  steamships,  ironworks, 
foundries,  and  excavating  work,  the  leading  specialities 


being  Cockburn's  patent  tubular-framed  steel  wheel- 
barrows, of  which  the  subjoined  wood-cuts  will  afford 
our  readers  some  indication  of  their  adaptability. 
Special  attention  is  directed  by  the  firm  to  the  manu- 
facture of  stoke-hole  barrows  for  use  on  board  steam- 
ships, and  which  are  made  in  various  patterns  suggested 
by  practical  experience,  Mr.  Cockburn  having,  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  re- 
quirements of  this  class  of  trade,  made  a  journey  across 
the  Atlantic  expressly  to  obtain  this  information.  The 
barrow  since  designed  by  this  gentlemen  is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  without  a  rival  for  strength,  durability,  and 
general  handiness,  and  is  now  in  use  by  all  the  leading 
shipowners  and  shipbuilders  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  Messrs.  Cockburn  have  also  a  wide-spread 
connection  with  the  principal  gas  companies,  con- 
tractors, etc.,  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  firm  also 
supply  small  boilers  for  ranges  and  other  articles  of  this 
description  to  order.  An  effective  staff  of  artizans  is 
employed  in  the  works  under  the  direct  personal 
supervision  of  the  principal  senior,  who  takes  an  active 
and  practical  part  in  the  management  of  the  business, 
which  has,  under  the  joint  energetic  control  of  the  two 


proprietors,  attained  a  premier  position  in  the  ranks  of 
successful  enterprise  in  this  great  industrial  centre. 


JOHN     N.     MACKINLAY,     Book, 
492,     Sauchiehall 

One  of  the  leading  commercial  undertakings  in 
this  notable  thoroughfare  is  successfully  conducted  by 
Mr.  J.  N.  Mackinlay,  Bookseller  and  Stationer,  492, 
Sauchiehall  Street,  Glasgow,  which  supplies  the  subject 
of  this  brief  review.  This  important  business  was 
established  in  1870  by  the  present  proprietor,  who 
occupies  for  this  purpose  handsome  and  commodious 
premises  at  the  above  address,  to  which  Mr.  Mackinlay 
removed  about  two  years  ago  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  street.  The  establishment  comprises  large  double 
shop  with  extensive  window  frontage,  and  spacious 
interior  fitted  throughout  with  effective  taste,  and 
presenting  every  facility  for  the  display  of  the  compre- 
hensive stock  held  by  the  proprietor.  This  includes 
every  description  of  general,  commercial,  and  fancy 
stationery  ;  standard  works  by  the  leading  authors  ;  and 
a    great    variety    of    useful    and    ornamental    articles 


Stationery,     and     Bible     Warehouse, 

Street,     Glasgow. 

suitable  for  presentation  and  other  purposes.  The 
circulating  library  in  connection  with  the  business 
forms  a  leading  feature,  this  comprising  a  splendid  and 
valuable  collection  embracing  every  branch  of  litera- 
ture, and  including  a  choice  selection  of  works  in 
history,  biography,  travels,  and  superior  fiction  by  the 
best-known  modern  writers.  The  business  is  patronised 
by  the  principal  residents  in  the  West  End  of  the 
City,  and  receives  a  constant  accession  of  support  from 
the  leading  county  nobility  and  gentry.  The  services 
of  a  competent  staff  of  attentive  assistants  are  employed 
in  the  various  departments  of  the  establishment,  under 
the  able  personal  management  of  the  proprietor,  whose 
unfailing  courtesy  and  unremitting  attention  to  the 
requirements  of  his  numerous  patrons  have  combined 
to  secure  for  Mr.  Mackinlay  a  well-established  and 
deservedly  substantial  commercial  success. 


i  go 
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KERR    &    CO.,    Caledonia    Foundry,    Maryhill    Road,    Glasgow. 


The  industrial  progress  of  this  great  centre  of  productive 
activity   owes,   in    no    small    measure,    its    successful 
development  to  the  various  branches  of  the  iron  trade, 
which   have  for  generations  past  nourished  within  its 
limits  and  contributed  to   its   commercial   importance. 
This   condition   is    perhaps    more    in    evidence   in    the 
outskirts  of  Glasgow  than  within  the  city  boundaries, 
and  has  a  special  bearing  on  such  districts  as  Maryhill, 
which  district  is,  by  the  recent  Boundaries  Bill,  incor- 
porated   with   the    City   of    Glasgow,    where   are   now 
centred  many  undertakings  of  noteworthy  interest,   of 
which  we  select  for  the  purposes  of  our  illustration  the 
old-established  works  of  Messrs.  Kerr  and  Co.,  of  the 
Caledonia    Foundry,     Maryhill    Road.       This   business 
was   commenced   nearly   twenty   years  ago  under   the 
auspices    of    Mr.    Archibald    Kerr,    the    present    sole 
proprietor,    at    Fairhill    Road ;    from    whence    it    was 
removed,  in   1883,  to  the  more    commodious  site    now 
occupied,  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  rapidly- 
expanding  trade.     The  Caledonia  Works  are   conveni- 
ently  situated    on   the   canal    side,    opposite    Maryhill 
Road,  in  that  part  of  the  district  known   as  Ruchill,  in 
near  proximity  to  the  proposed  new  public  park,  and 
occupy  a  total  area  of  about  three  acres  in  extent.     The 
premises  comprise  extensive  foundry,  pattern  shop,  and 


machine  department,  fitted  throughout  with  new  and 
improved  plant  and  machinery  of  the  best  construction 
for  facilitating  the  processes  of  production  ;  the  whole 
arrangements  evidencing  the  skill  and  judgment  which 
characterize  the  management  of  the  undertaking.  The 
goods  manufactured  by  the  firm  include  every  description 
of  gas,  water,  and  flanged  pipes  and  connections  of  the 
highest  quality  of  material  and  finished  workmanship, 
which  bear  a  well-established  reputation  in  the  trade 
for  uniform  excellence,  and  are  in  sustained  demand 
for  the  leading  markets  at  home  and  abroad.  An 
efficient  operative  staff,  numbering  150  hands,  is 
employed  in  the  several  departments  of  the  works,  in 
order  to  keep  pace  with  the  ever-increasing  demand  for 
the  productions  of  the  firm,  whose  output  of  finished 
goods  shows  a  constantly  developing  tendency.  The 
business  is  conducted  throughout  with  great  energy  and 
enterprise  under  the  able  personal  direction  of  the 
principal,  whose  thoroughly  practical  knowledge  of 
every  branch  of  the  trade  ensures  the  highest  efficiency 
in  every  detail  of  the  management  of  this  deservedly 
successful  industrial  undertaking.  In  conclusion  we 
may  add  that  the  telephone  number  of  this  firm  is  667, 
and  their  telegraphic  address  (A. B.C.,  fourth  edition)  is 
"  Caledonia,"  Glasgow. 


PAUL    &   CHAPMAN,    Successors   to    Robert    Fulton    &    Co.,  St.    Mungo    Colour    Works, 

159,  London  Street,  Glasgow. 


The  branch  of  industry  represented  by  Messrs.  Paul 
&  Chapman,  as  successors  to  Messrs.  Robert  Fulton  and 
Co.,  is  one  that  has  always  flourished  well  in  Glasgow's 
industrial  system,  and  in  the  joint  capacities  of  Oil 
Merchants  and  Colour  Manufacturers  this  firm  have 
acquired  a  reputation  and  standing  consistent  with  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  contributed  to  the  develop- 
ment of  these  important  departments  of  Glasgow's 
productive  activity.  It  is  now  upwards  of  thirty  years 
since  this  business  was  first  established  by  Messrs. 
Fulton  and  McLean,  and  on  the  retirement — after  ten 
years  of  successful  trading — of  Mr.  Robert  Fulton,  the 
business  was  continued  under  his  name  until  1888, 
when  the  present  title  was  adopted  ;  Mr.  George 
Chapman  being  at  present  the  sole  partner  of  the  firm. 
The  capacities  at  the  disposal  of  the  firm  are  evidenced 
in  the  large  establishment  at  London  Street,  where  one 
entire  side  of  the  front  shop  is  occupied  for  office  pur- 
poses, while  the  other  displays  a  range  of  casks,  which  are 
replete  with  various  descriptions  of  oils  and  colours. 
The  whole  practical  details  are  carried  out  at  the  rear, 
where  the  arrival  and  dispatch  of  goods  is  greatly  facili- 
tated by  a  large  entrance  gateway,  and  there  ate  mani- 
fested many  practical  conveniences  well  adapted  to  the 
special  industry  in  which  the  firm  engage.  Messrs. 
Paul  &  Chapman  make  all  kinds  of  paints,  colours, 
varnishes,  and  cements,  and  for  the  quality  and  con- 
sistency of  these  maintain  a  renown  among  painters, 
drysalters,  and  others  that  is  well  established  and  well 
merited.      One  of  the  various  special   features   of  the 


firm's  trade  is  the  preparation  of  ivory  black  for  making 
blacking  and  for  colour  manufacturers.  They  send  this 
commodity  to  all  parts  of  Scotland  and  England,  and 
are  occasionally  favoured  by  such  shipping  orders  as 
testify  to  the  more  extended  appreciation  in  which  this 
product  is  held  among  foreign  connections.  The  whole 
manufactures  of  the  firm  bear  a  standard  of  excellence 
that  represents  their  constant  and  painstaking  endea- 
vours to  improve  the  usefulness  and  reliability  of  the 
colours  and  other  preparations  for  each  of  the  various 
purposes  they  are  designed  to  serve  ;  and  of  the  whole 
collection  emanating  from  the  St.  Mungo  Colour  Works, 
it  may  be  said  that  it  exemplifies  assortments  of  speciali- 
ties the  individual  merits  of  which  need  scarcely  be 
particularised,  considering  the  long  and  unassailed 
repute  of  the  house  in  its  own  particular  lines.  The 
entire  details  of  the  business  and  all  the  operations  of 
its  active  and  busy  routine  are  under  the  immediate 
control  of  the  principal,  who  provides  for  its  patrons 
with  the  attentiveness  and  promptitude  necessary  to 
sustain  the  enviable  name  that  the  firm  have  earned  in 
this  respect.  Communication  with  the  Telephone 
Exchange  tends  to  accelerate  the  commercial  operations 
of  the  house,  and,  from  all  points  of  view,  this  compact 
and  well-regulated  undertaking  justifies  its  claim  to  the 
highly  appropriate  title  under  which,  as  the  St.  Mungo 
Colour  Works,  it  has  been  rendered  one  of  the  most 
successful  and  representative  of  its  kind  in  Glasgow's 
well-developed  centres  of  trade  and  commerce. 
Telephone  No.  1141. 
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WILLIAM    DIXON    (Limited),    Coal   and  Iron    Master,  Calder  and  Govan  Ironworks  ; 

and  i,  Dixon  Street,  Glasgow. 


The  magnitude  of  the  operations  which  Scottish  indus- 
trial enterprise  has  brought  to  bear  in  the  sphere  of 
coal  and  iron  working  finds  many  exemplifications 
throughout  the  country,  and  one  of  the  two  supreme 
undertakings  of  the  kind  is  that  indicated  under  the 
above-mentioned  title.  The  trading  and  manufacturing 
operations  of  the  firm  of  William  Dixon  (Limited) 
have  endowed  many  a  Scottish  port  and  burgh  with  an 
international  celebrity  in  the  commercial  world,  and  it 
would,  manifestly,  be  impossible  in  such  a  historical  and 
industrial  review  of  Glasgow  and  its  busy  environs  as 
the  present  to  overlook  the  immense  and  predominant 
activity  which,  coupled  with  its  almost  infinite  resource, 
is  the  main  characteristic  of  the  firm  in  question. 
The  business  dates  back  over  a  period  of  fully  a  century, 
and  across  the  intervening  generations  may  be  traced 
abundant  illustrations  of  the  splendid  results  accruing 
from  capable  administration  and  well-directed  efforts  in 
the  upbuilding  of  a  gigantic  and  world-affecting  enter- 
prise. It  would,  doubtless,  be  both  profitable  and 
instructive  to  outline  the  history  of  this  great  concern 
and  to  track  out  its  modest  beginnings,  its  continuously 
registered  achievements,  and  its  subsequent  development. 
But  space  necessarily  compels  condensation  in  our 
reviews,  and  we  must  regretfully  confine  our  attention 
to  the  concern  in  question  as  it  presents  itself  to  the 
industrial  world  to-day.  And  here  it  may  be  desirable 
to  make  a  few  comments  upon  the  Govan  Iron  Works — 
the  magnificent  hive  of  busy  industrial  activity  which 
may  be  described  as  the  crowning  feature  of  Crown 
Street,  wherein  the  Works  are  situated.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  remark  that  the  equipment  here  is  of  the 
completest  description.  There  are  at  the  Govan  Iron 
Works  six  furnaces,  all  of  which  are,  at  the  present 
moment,  in  blast.  Formerly  these  furnaces  and  the 
Works  generally  consumed  only  the  coal  brought  from 
the  Company's  extensive  sources  of  supply  in  the 
neighbourhood,  but  within  the  past  few  years  the  use  of 
gas  has  been  adopted  with  great  success,  and  a  short 


time  ago  the  Company,  at  an  enormous  expense,  com- 
pleted the  erection  of  a  perfect  equipment  for  the  pro- 
duction of  ammonia  out  of  what  had  previously  been 
deemed  waste  material.  The  iron  produced  at  these 
Works  has  a  marketable  value  second  to  none  manufac- 
tured. The  Company's  trade-mark  has  a  distinctly 
pre-eminent  standing  and  at  all  times  commands  the 
highest  price  among  buyers.  The  Calder  Works  at 
Coatbridge  are  also  extensive  centres  of  business. 
Here  may  be  found  eight  furnaces  and  all  the  plant, 
machinery,  and  appliances  essential  to  the  efficient  and 
economical  working  of  the  concern. 

As  coalowners  the  Company  own  collieries  at 
Calder,  Blantyre,  Carfin,  Motherwell,  Coatbridge, 
Fauldhouse,  etc.,  etc.,  and  at  each  aud  all  of  their  pits 
the  coal  procured  is  of  a  quality  that  readily  commends 
itself  to  consumers  both  for  business  purposes  and 
private  use.  An  immense  staff  of  employes  is  engaged  in 
the  various  departments  of  the  Company's  enterprise, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  record  the  prevalence  of  those 
cordial  relationships  between  employers  and  employed 
which  emphatically  declare  the  liberality  and  considera- 
tion extended  by  great  capitalists  to  a  vast  body  of 
arduous  toilers.  The  offices  of  the  Company  in  Dixon 
Street  are  both  extensive,  commodious,  and  in  every  way 
admirably  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  the  central 
department.  A  large  staff  of  clerks  is  located  in  ele- 
gantly appointed  offices.  The  telegraphic  address  of  the 
Company  is  "  Calder,  Glasgow  ;  "  the  telephonic  num- 
ber, 3288.  The  still  rapid  growth  and  increasing  pro- 
gression of  the  Company's  trade  is  a  marked  feature  in 
Scotland.  The  connections  of  the  concern  are  of 
universal  range  and  influence,  and  the  name  of  William 
Dixon  (Limited),  as  representative  of  all  its  interests, 
receives  general  acceptance  as  a  guarantee  of  the 
thoroughly  genuine  character  and  excellence  of  both  the 
coal  and  iron  which  emanate  from  the  Company's  vast 
and  widesDread  industrial  centres. 


PHILSON    &    Co.,    Photographers,    Jamaica    Avenue,     25,    Jamaica    Street,    Glasgow. 


This  high-class  and  leading  studio  was  opened  five 
years  ago  by  Mr.  Philson,  and  now  is  one  of  the 
prominent  concerns  in  this  line  in  the  City.  Much  of 
the  very  marked  appreciation  and  success  which  have 
been  won  in  so  comparatively  short  a  period  by  Mr. 
Philson  is  no  doubt  due  to  his  admirable  practical 
knowledge  of  a  difficult  art,  no  less  than  to  the  artistic 
insight  with  which  he  is  happily  gifted.  For  fourteen 
years  he  acted  as  assistant  and  chief  operator  in  the 
studios  of  the  Messrs.  Turnbull,  and  gained  in  that 
position  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  possibilities  of 
modern  photography.  All  kinds  of  work  are  carried  on 
by  him,  and  he  has  obtained  a  flattering  repute  for  his 
mastery  of  the  secrets  of  the  new  black  and  white 
process,  by  which  the  most  artistic  pictures  yet  obtained 
are  produced.  Enlargements  can  be  made  under  this 
process   up   to   any   size.      Mr.    Philson  is  also  justly 


celebrated  for  the  fine  work  he  turns  out  in  highly- 
finished  miniatures,  in  cartes  and  cabinets,  and,  indeed, 
in  all  descriptions  of  photographic  portraiture.  The 
photographing  of  children  is  a  special  feature  of  his 
more  general  work.  The  premises  are  very  suitable  for 
the  business,  consisting  of  nine  separate  apartments, 
and  provide  ample  space  for  waiting  and  dressing 
rooms.  The  studio  is  splendidly  fitted  up  with  all  the 
appurtenances  of  the  craft,  and  on  its  walls  is  hung  a 
splendid  selection  of  the  productions  of  the  house. 
Either  a  north-east  or  south-east  light  can  be  used, 
according  to  the  state  of  the  sky.  It  is  very  evident 
that,  great  as  has  been  the  success  of  this  concern,  still 
greater  is  in  store  for  it,  on  account  of  the  rare  com- 
bination of  artistic  and  practical  qualifications  which  its 
popular  owner  has  placed  at  the  service  of  the  public. 
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ROBERT    &    JAMES    MARTIN,    Importers,    Flour    and    Provision    Merchants, 

85  and  87,  Dunlop  Street,  Glasgow. 


One  of  the  most  important  and  indispensable  depart- 
ments of  trade  is  that  devoted  to  the  wholesale 
importation  of  flour  and  provisions  and  their  distribu- 
tion to  retailers  for  the  use  of  the  community.  We  can 
desire  no  more  representative  firm  in  this  line  than  that 
of  Messrs.  Robert  and  James  Martin,  of  Dunlop 
Street,  Glasgow.  It  was  founded  by  the  partners  desig- 
nated in  the  title  so  far  back  as  the  year  1847,  and  has 
all  along  been  about  the  most  reputable  house  in  the 
trade.  Mr.  Robert  Martin  is  now  deceased,  the 
business  being  carried  on  by  the  surviving  partner,  who 
is  sole  owner,  under  the  original  designation.  We  may- 
note  here  that  the  original  location  of  the  firm  was  in 
Maxwell  Street,  from  which  they  removed  to  Howard 
Street,  and,  finally,  to  their  present  very  large  and  suit- 
able premises  in  Dunlop  Street.  The  total  floor  space 
available  in  the  two  flats  occupied  amounts  to  some 
28,000  square  feet.  The  basement  is  used  for  heavy 
goods  and  the  first  floor  as  a  general  warehouse,  with 
counting-house,  sample-room,  and  private  rooms  adjoin- 
ing.    The  house  is  one  of  the  largest  associated  with 


the  importation  of  American  produce,  such  as  the  finest 
brands  of  flour,  lard,  cheese,  and  other  provisions. 
These  are  distributed  all  over  the  United  Kingdom  to 
the  many  customers  of  the  firm.  The  volume  of  business 
is  of  great  dimensions,  and  the  transference  is  carried 
on  with  commendable  activity,  enabling  the  firm  to 
maintain  a  constant  supply  of  the  best  and  freshest 
goods.  The  general  work  of  the  concern  affords  employ- 
ment to  a  considerable  staff  of  travellers,  clerks,  and 
storemen,  the  whole  being  personally  controlled  by  Mr. 
Martin  himself.  The  delivery  and  dispatch  of  goods 
is  facilitated,  we  may  mention,  by  excellent  hoisting 
appliances,  commanding  both  floors.  Mr.  Martin  is 
well  known  in  trade  circles  in  the  City,  and,  though 
controlling  one  of  its  leading  businesses,  is  a  very 
modest  and  unassuming  gentleman.  He  is  none  the 
less  esteemed  on  that  account,  and  is  very  widely 
respected  for  his  business  accomplishments  and  his 
frank  and  courteous  demeanour  to  his  numerous  friends, 
customers,  and  clients. 


THOMAS  KAY  &  Co.,  Wrights,  Builders,  Packing-case  Makers,  and  Manufacturing 
Tinsmiths.  Wright  Works :  14,  Hopetoun  Place  ;  Packing-case  and  Tin  Works : 
21,  Cathedral  Street,  Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  numerous  large  and  important  industrial 
undertakings  which  form  such  a  prominent  feature  of 
Glasgow's  commercial  supremacy,  the  old-established 
business  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Kay  and  Co.,  Wrights, 
Builders,  Packing-case  and  Manufacturing  Tinsmiths, 
certainly  holds  a  pre-eminent  position,  fully  meriting 
special  distinction  in  these  records  of  the  successful 
enterprises  of  the  City.  The  business  was  originally 
established  as  far  back  as  181 7  by  Mr.  Matthew  Reid, 
who  continued  the  trade  down  to  1847,  when  it  was 
acquired  by  Messrs.  McCraw  and  Kay,  who  were  suc- 
ceeded in  the  control  by  the  present  sole  proprietor,  Mr. 
Thomas  Kay,  nephew  of  the  late  Mr.  Thos.  Kay,  trading 
under  the  style  indicated  above.  The  business  premises 
were  formerly  located  at  North  Hanover  Street,  from 
whence  they  were  removed — in  consequence  of  the  site 
being  required  by  the  Underground  Railway — the  wright 
and  building  department  to  Hopetoun  Place  and  the 
packing-case  manufactory  to  Cathedral  Street.  The 
Hopetoun  Place  establishment  comprises  extensive 
accommodation,  including  spacious  builders'  yard,  with 
large  joinery  works,  fitted  throughout  with  improved 
plant  and  machinery  of  modern  type  for  facilitating  the 
execution  of  the  contracts  and  orders  in  hand ;  and  here 
is  held  the  large  stock  of  timber  and  other  materials 
used  in  the  trade.  The  Cathedral  Street  Works  are 
devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  tin  and  wood  cases  for 
shipping  goods,  including  also  tins  for  preserves,  confec- 
tions, tea,  coffee,  biscuits,  paints,  &c,  and  are  replete 
with  all  the  necessary  appliances  for  this  department  of 
the  business.  The  Works  employ  a  total  number  of 
hands  exceeding  200  in  all  departments  and  present  at 
all  times  a  scene  of  busy  industrial  activity.  The 
building  operations  of  the  firm  include  the  execution  of 
important  contracts  for  the  erection  of  public  and  private 


edifices,  one  of  the  latest  being  the  Citizens'  Building, 
which,  we  may  safely  add,  is  about  the  finest  building 
in  the  City  in  which  Messrs.  Kay  have  been  successful 
in  obtaining  numerous  orders  of  the  most  extensive 
character.  The  business  is  admirably  organised  in  each 
department  under  the  skilful  management  of  the  princi- 
pal and  an  efficient  staff,  the  perfection  of  order  and 
system  prevailing  throughout  the  Works,  which  are 
conducted  with  that  clockwork  regularity  so  essential  to 
the  successful  administration  of  an  undertaking  of  this 
magnitude.  In  addition  to  the  duties  devolving  upon 
him  in  the  direction  of  this  business,  Mr.  Kay  finds 
leisure  for  conducting  the  valuation,  assessment,  and 
appraisement  of  fire  losses,  in  which  his  wide  experi- 
ence, sound  judgment,  and  strict  impartiality  render  his 
professional  services  invaluable,  and  in  which  he  enjoys 
a  rapidly  increasing  practice.  The  Works  are  placed 
in  telephonic  communication  in  connection  with  the 
National  Telephone  Exchange  (No.  514),  and  the  work- 
shops are  connected  by  a  private  wire.  The  telegraphic 
address  of  the  firm  is  "  Hopetoun,  Glasgow."  In  con- 
cluding this  brief  notice  we  may  add  that  the  firm  have 
been  successful  in  gaining  the  esteem  of  a  numerous 
business  clientele  throughout  the  district,  and  that  the 
skill  and  care  displayed  by  them  are  held  in  estimation 
by  the  leading  authorities  in  the  City — sufficiently  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  for  the  past  five-and-twenty  years 
they  have  been  entrusted  with  the  important  duty  of 
collecting  and  hanging  the  valuable  works  of  art  at  most 
of  the  fine  art  exhibitions  in  Glasgow  during  that  period, 
and  were  selected  to  perform  this  work  by  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  Fine  Art  Sections  of  the  recent  Interna- 
tional Exhibition  of  Glasgow  ;  also  the  recent  East  End 
Exhibition. 


Commercial     Glasgow. 


193 


MR.    JOHN    MONCUR'S    Wood-turning    Works,    23,    Soho    Street,    Glasgow. 


It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  a  business  which 
has  been  in  existence  for  no  less  a  period  than  seventy 
years  is  a  thoroughly  sound  and  stable  one.  Such  long 
duration,  moreover,  implies  that  it  has  not  only  con- 
tinued to  exist  but  that  it  has  kept  pace  with  the  times. 
Old-established  undertakings,  which  are  unprogressive, 
which  resent  new  fangled  methods,  and  are  too 
conservative  to  alter  their  ways,  are  liable  to  be  elbowed 
aside  by  younger  rivals  and  become  obsolete.  Such 
has  not  been  the  policy  upon  which  the  wood-turning 
business  carried  on  at  23,  Soho  Street,  Glasgow,  has 
been  conducted.  The  business  was  founded  in  1821  by 
the  old-established  firm  of  thread  manufacturers,  Messrs. 
John  Clark  (junr.)  &  Co.,  at  Mile  End.  Thirty-eight 
years  ago  they  gave  over  this  branch  of  their  business 
to  their  foreman,  Mr.  John  Moncur,  who,  at  that  time, 
erected  the  present  premises  in  Soho  Street,  to  which 
the  business  was  removed.  As  the  oldest  existing  estab- 
lishment of  its  kind  in  Glasgow  it  possesses  some  local 
interest.  And  it  does  not  lack  accommodation,  for  it 
comprises  three  flats,  all  sufficiently  spacious  to 
permit  of  a  considerable  amount  of  work  being  per- 
formed ;  and,  attached  to  this,  there  is  a  large  yard 
affording  ample  storage  accommodation  for  a  large 
stock  of  wood.  The  total  ground  area  probably 
amounts  to  about  an  acre.  Under  the  direction 
of    Mr.    Moncur,    the   trade — founded  by   his    prede- 


cessors— has  greatly  amplified,  and  the  factory  is  now 
a  leading  one  of  its  kind.  All  the  most  modern 
and  best  approved  appliances  have  been  adopted  from 
time  to  time  as  circumstances  warranted,  and  there  are 
in  operation  no  fewer  than  6  circular  saws  and  56  turning 
lathes  all  worked  by  steam  power.  Obviously,  therefore, 
the  output  of  the  factory  must  be  very  considerable — a 
fact  which  is  emphasized  by  the  number  of  hands 
employed,  of  whom  there  are  something  like  fifty.  This 
being,  as  has  been  stated,  the  oldest-established  business 
in  the  trade  in  Glasgow  is,  of  course,  widely  known, 
and  Mr.  Moncur's  connection  is  not  merely  local,  but 
general.  He  makes  a  speciality  of  mill  work,  and,  in 
respect  thereof,  his  trade  is  very  extensive.  But  he 
does  not  limit  his  operations  to  this  particular  class  of 
work.  On  the  contrary,  he  is  ready  to  undertake  every 
variety  of  wood  turning,  and  the  quality  of  his  general 
work  has  invariably  given  unqualified  satisfaction.  The 
fact  is,  he  takes  a  pride  in  the  style  of  the  craftsmanship 
turned  out  from  his  factory.  He  has,  moreover,  a  high 
reputation  to  sustain  and  a  past  record — as  creditable 
as  it  is  prolonged — to  uphold.  While  all  the  work  he 
turns  out  is  true  to  a  nicety,  some  of  it  is  of  very 
exceptional  excellence  as  regards  accuracy  and  finish, 
and  exemplifies  the  degree  of  perfection  to  which 
mechanical  art  has  been  brought. 


MESSRS.    MUIRHEAD    &    GRANT,    Fish,    Poultry,    and 
7  and  9,  Stockwell  Street,  Glasgow. 


Game     Dealers, 


The  greatest  scope  is  afforded  in  connection  with 
the  food  supply  of  the  people,  for,  whatever  else  may  be 
dispensed  with,  food  is  a  necessity  of  existence.  A 
perception  of  this  fact  is  attracting  capital  and  ability 
to  businesses  which  were  formerly  carried  on  in  a  com- 
paratively small  way,  and  the  greatest  commercial 
enterprises  of  the  future  will  undoubtedly  be  those 
connected  with  food  distribution.  Of  course,  in  respect 
thereof,  as  of  other  businesses,  there  are  gradations,  and 
one  of  the  most  select  departments  is  that  carried  on, 
say,  by  Messrs.  Muirhead  &  Grant,  of  Stockwell 
Street,  Glasgow.  For  that  firm  not  only  supply  fish 
at  prices  within  the  means  of  ordinary  consumers,  but 
also  luxuries  which  can  only  grace  the  tables  of  well-to- 
do  people.  In  this  latter  department  of  their  trade  they 
have  a  large  and  very  select  connection.  Their  game 
and  poultry,  as  well  as  the  finer  qualities  of  fish  they 
supply,  are  well  known  throughout  the  country.  A 
business  of  this  description  is  by  no  means  an  easy  one 
to  conduct,  for  a  class  of  customers  such  as  that  for 
which  Messrs.  Muirhead  &  Grant  cater  are  inclined 
to  be  fastidious  and  insist  upon  perfection  of  quality. 
Care  has,  therefore,  to  be  exercised  by  the  firm  as  well  in 
respect  of  their  own  sources  of  supply  as  in  respect  of 
their  distributive  arrangements.  The  scale  upon  which 
they  carry  on  business  gives  them  a  very  great  advan- 
tage, for  while  they  are  able  to  secure  the  trade  benefits 
attending  upon  the  purchase  of  large  consignments, 
their  considerable  sale  ensures  that  their  goods  are  in- 
variably fresh  as  well  as  of  admirable  quality.  The 
business  they  now  so  successfully  carry  on  was  founded 


about  1872  by  Mr.  Daniel  Sutherland,  a  well-known 
Glasgow  tradesman,  who  started  in  the  same  street,  but 
removed  in  1882  to  the  premises  now  occupied.  The 
admirable  manner  in  which  Mr.  Sutherland's  business 
was  conducted  gained  for  him  a  splendid  custom,  and 
the  reputation  which  his  establishment  acquired  is  being 
worthily  upheld  by  his  successors,  Messrs.  Muirhead  & 
Grant,  who  took  over  the  concern  about  twelve 
months  ago.  A  large  town  and  country  connection  was 
enjoyed  by  Mr.  Sutherland,  and,  under  the  management 
of  the  new  proprietors,  that  connection  is  rapidly 
increasing  ;  for  both  are  energetic  and  skilled  in  the 
business  and  are  disposed  to  expand  rather  than  to 
contract  the  scope  of  their  operations.  The  premises 
in  Stockwell  Street  comprise  a  large  double-fronted 
shop,  in  which  are  temptingly  displayed  abundant 
supplies  of  the  most  superior  kinds  of  fish,  game,  and 
poultry.  It  should  be  added  that  a  large  business  is 
done  in  the  way  of  importing  Lake  Wenham  ice  for 
table  and  other  purposes,  and  this  is  a  department  which 
is  becoming  more  and  more  important.  The  firm, 
moreover,  have  added  to  their  ordinary  business  as 
vendors  that  of  fish  curing,  in  respect  of  which  they 
have  secured  a  very  wide  connection.  This  is  obviously 
a  department  which  permits  of  great  opportunities  for 
expansion,  and  there  seems  every  likelihood  that,  ere 
long,  a  very  prominent  position  in  this  great  industry 
will  be  taken  by  Messrs.  Muirhead  &  Grant.  The 
fish  curing  is  carried  on  at  premises  in  St.  Ninian 
Street,  where  commodious  premises  have  been  secured. 
The  firm's  stables  are  also  situated  there. 
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FRASER,    ROSS,    &   Co.,    Ltd.,    Clothing   Manufacturers,    106,    Brunswick   Street,    Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  recent  additions  to  the  ranks  of 
commercial  enterprise  in  this  City,  we  have  pleasure  in 
introducing  to  the  special  attention  of  our  readers  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  Fraser,  Ross,  and  Co.,  Limited, 
Clothing  Manufacturers,  who  supply  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  business  was  inaugurated  in  November  of 
last  year  by  Messrs.  James  Fraser  and  John  Ross,  both 
gentlemen  having  had  considerable  experience  in  the 
trade,  the  former  with  the  eminent  firm  of  Messrs. 
Mann,  Byars,  &  Co.,  by  whom  he  was  retained  for 
seven  years  as  head  cutter  and  manager  of  their  ready- 
made  factories,  Mr.  Ross  also  being  in  the  service  of 
this  firm  for  the  past  eight  years.  The  premises 
occupied  for  the  business  comprise  a  handsome  block  of 
three  flats  at  106,  Brunswick  Street,  with  well-appointed 
offices  and  stock  rooms  on  the  first  floor,  the  upper 
flats  being  utilised  for  cutting,  finishing,  and  machine 
rooms.  The  productions  of  the  firm  include  every 
description  of  gentlemen's,  youths',  and  juvenile  ready- 
made  clothing  in  all  the  latest  and  most  fashionable 
styles,  and  of  the  highest  quality  of  material  and 
finished  workmanship.  The  firm  exclusively  confine 
themselves  to  this  trade,   which  enables   them   to  give 


greater  care  and  attention  to  the  execution  of  orders 
than  in  establishments  divided  with  other  departments, 
and  places  them  in  an  exceptionally  favourable  position 
to  execute  special  orders  with  the  utmost  promptitude. 
The  work  rooms  are  spacious,  well  ventilated,  and 
lighted,  and  are  replete  with  modern  appliances  for 
facilitating  the  production  of  large  quantities  of  goods, 
the  firm  employing  in  this  department  the  services  of 
a  large  number  of  skilled  and  competent  workpeople. 
The  trade  connection  already  established  is  of  a  most 
satisfactory  and  gratifying  character,  including  many  of 
the  principal  buyers  in  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and  a  good 
export  business  with  the  Cape  and  other  of  our  Colonial 
possessions  is  also  in  course  of  cultivation  by  the  firm. 
The  business  is  ably  conducted  under  the  personal 
management  of  the  principals,  and  it  is,  we  think,  safe 
to  assume,  from  the  present  indications,  that  a  very 
prosperous  future  career  and  substantial  commercial 
success  are  in  store  for  this  young  and  enterprising 
trading  combination. 

Mr.  Fraser  is  Vice-President  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Foreman  Tailors  of  Great  Britain,  and  an 
enthusiast  in  his  trade. 


JOHN     M.    PICKEN,    Refreshment    Contractor,    375,    377,    379,    Paisley    Road,    Glasgow. 


In  estimating  the  commercial  importance  of  a  great 
centre  like  Glasgow,  we  are  greatly  impressed  with  the 
innumerable  business  undertakings  whose  magnitude 
is  evidenced  by  their  appearance  of  substantial  stability, 
and  in  this  connection  it  becomes  our  pleasant  duty  to 
direct  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  noteworthy 
establishment  conducted  by  Mr.  Picken,  refreshment 
contractor,  375,  377,  and  379,  Paisley  Road.  The 
above-named  gentleman  commenced  business  opera- 
tions ten  years  ago  at  the  present  address,  acquiring  for 
this  purpose  the  handsome  block  of  buildings  which 
forms  an  attractive  feature  in  this  popular  thoroughfare. 
The  premises  are  centrally  situated  near  the  Shields 
Road,  and  have  an  extensive  frontage,  comprising  five 
splendid  plate-glass  windows  and  two  large  doorways. 
The  interior  is  very  elegantly  appointed,  and  is  conve- 
niently arranged  in  three  divisions,  the  bakery  occupying 
one  side  and  the  dining  saloons  and  confectionery 
department  the  others.  Dealing  with  them  in  this 
order,  we  find  the  first-named  stocked  with  all  kinds  of 
plain,  fancy,  and  dietetic  bread,  cakes,  &c,  of  the 
highest  quality,  produced  by  special  modern  and  im- 
proved appliances,  ensuring  the  utmost  purity  and 
cleanliness  in  the  various  processes  of  preparation.  The 
dining  saloons  are  spacious  and  comfortably  furnished 
apartments,  and  are  daily  patronised  by  hundreds  of 
visitors  for  dinners,  teas,  &c,  which  are  deftly  served  by 
neat  and  civil  attendants.  The  confectionery  depart- 
ment is  notable  for  a  display  of  high-class  goods  of  this 
description,  many  of  which  may  be  classed  as  artistic 
examples  of  the  confectioner's  art.  The  bakery  is 
situated  in  the  basement,  and,  as  we  have  already 
observed,  is  constructed  on  modern  scientific  principles, 
and  is  of  sufficient  capacity  for  the  production  of  enor- 
mous   quantities    of    bread,    cakes,    &c,   and    is    also 


provided  with  first-class  cooking  apparatus.  An  im- 
portant and  special  feature  of  the  business  is  the 
catering  and  contracting  for  the  supply  of  refreshments, 
plant,  linen,  plate,  glass,  napery,  &c,  for  ball  suppers, 
wedding  breakfasts,  dance  and  soiree  parties,  trial  trips 
of  ships  and  steamers,  and  camp  messes.  This  depart- 
ment is  admirably  organised,  Mr.  Picken,  from  his  long 
experience,  being  fully  capable  of  undertaking  contracts 
of  any  magnitude,  and  in  connection  with  catering  for 
regimental  necessities,  it  is  nothing  unusual  for  this 
gentleman  to  provide  for  as  many  as  1,000  people  at  a 
time.  This  certainly  requires  a  great  amount  of 
patience,  skill,  and  resource,  qualities  which  are  evi- 
dently abundant  in  Mr.  Picken's  case,  enabling  him  to 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  a  multitude  on  the  shortest 
notice.  Before  leaving  this  branch  of  the  business,  we 
may  mention  that  at  the  time  our  representative  visited 
the  establishment  he  was  permitted,  in  a  brief  view 
behind  the  scenes,  to  witness  the  operation  of  converting 
half-a-dozen  large  hams  into  sandwiches,  this  being 
accomplished  with  great  celerity  by  about  the  same 
number  of  stalwart  assistants,  who,  with  keen,  glittering 
blades,  rapidly  reduced  the  meat  to  the  necessary  pro- 
portions for  providing  in  sandwich  form  the  delicacies 
soon  to  be  demolished  by  a  school  feast  in  the  vicinity. 
Wedding  Cakes  are  quite  a  speciality  of  Mr.  Picken's 
business.  The  services  of  a  large  number  of  sale  assis- 
tants, waitresses,  pastrycooks,  bakers,  &c,  are  employed 
in  the  business  in  supplying  the  requirements  of  the  wide 
circle  of  patrons  of  the  establishment,  the  whole' 
management  being  ably  conducted  by  the  principal, 
who  is  young,  energetic,  and  enterprising— qualities 
which  cannot  fail  to  gain  for  him  the  success  which  his 
great  abilities  entitle  him  to  command. 


Commercial    Glasgow. 


195 


HOWARD    PENMAN,    The    City   of  Glasgow    China    Warehouse, 
161,    Sauchiehall    Street,    Glasgow. 


There  is  no  branch  of  industrial  activity  which  more 
fully  demonstrates  the  marked  advance  in  the  develop- 
ment of  art  than  that  of  the  potter's  craft,  which 
has  within  the  past  half-century  made  such  gigantic 
strides  towards  perfection  in  grace  of  outline  and  detail, 
and  has,  in  the  hands  of  our  leading  makers,  invested 
the  commonest  article  of  daily  use  with  a  beauty  of 
design  quite  undreamt  of  by  our  forefathers.  An  apt 
illustration  of  this  acknowledged  development  in  ceramic 
excellence  is  afforded  by  a  visit  of  inspection  to  the 
well-known  establishment  of  Mr.  Howard  Penman, 
proprietor  of  the  City  of  Glasgow  China  Warehouse, 
161,  Sauchiehall  Street,  which  contains  an  immense 
variety  of  every  description  of  the  highest  class 
examples  of  art  productions,  bearing  convincing 
evidence  of  the  correctness  of  our  prefatory  remarks. 
The  business  is  of  every  old  standing  in  the  commercial 
world,  having  been  founded  as  far  back  as  1857  by  Mr. 
David  Penman,  who  was  subsequently  joined  by  his  son, 
trading  under  the  style  of  Messrs.  David  Penman  and 
Son.  The  title  was  afterwards  altered  to  Messrs. 
Penman  and  Patrick,  and  finally  the  undertaking  was 
acquired  by  the  present  sole  proprietor,  Mr.  Howard 
Penman.  The  premises  occupied  by  this  gentleman 
comprise  the  handsome  block  of  buildings  situated  in 
the  best  part  of  this  leading  thoroughfare,  with  spacious 
showrooms,  elegantly  appointed  throughout,  and 
possessing  an  extensive  window  frontage,  dressed  with 
attractive  taste  and  displaying  to  effective  advantage 
the  beautiful  selection  of  goods  submitted  for  inspection. 
The  exigencies  of  space  will  not  permit  more  than  a 
brief  resume  of  the  comprehensive  stock  exhibited  at  the 
establishment,  which  includes  amongst  its  leading 
specialities  Fine  China  Tea  Sets  in  Worcester  China, 
Crown  Derby,  Wedgwood,  Fine  French  China,  and  all 
the  best  makers  ;  Toilet  Sets  in  all  the  newest  and 
prettiest  patterns,  complete  sets  of  Table  Crystal  in  the 
favourite  "Grecian"  pattern,  Plain  Crystal  Tumblers 
and  Wine  Glasses,  the  "  Hygienic  "  Tea  Pot,  with 
removable     tea    brewer    to    prevent    the    infusion     of 


"tannin;"  and  the  "  Anti-tannic "  Tea  Infuser,  for 
making  a  single  cup  of  tea  without  tannin ;  Oval  Crystal 
Fruit  Dishes,  Cheese  Stands,  fluted  shape  in  ivory  gilt  ; 
pretty  and  tasteful  Afternoon  Tea  Sets,  Penman's  Two 
Guinea  Dinner  Sets,  with  gilt  covered  dishes  made  by 
Wedgwood  and  other  makers,  a  marvel  of  cheapness  ; 
Rose  Fairy  Lamps,  Rose  Menu  Holders,  and  a  great 
variety  of  articles  of  a  useful  and  ornamental  character 
at  the  most  moderate  prices.  Special  attention  is 
directed  by  the  proprietor  to  the  hotel  furnishing 
department,  for  which  the  immense  resources  of  the 
establishment  are  admirably  adapted,  and  in  which 
orders  of  any  magnitude  receive  the  promptest  con- 
sideration. A  branch  establishment  has  been  opened  by 
Mr.  Penman  at  n,  Rokeby  Terrace,  Hillhead,  which 
offers  to  its  patrons  a  similar  variety  of  selection  to  that 
displayed  at  the  central  warehouse,  the  whole  arrange- 
ments of  the  management  in  the  hands  of  the  enterprising 
proprietor  evidencing  the  perfection  of  order,  system,  and 
thoroughly  efficient  organization.  An  extensive  and  in- 
fluential clientele  has  been  established  by  this  gentleman, 
who  numbers  amongst  his  patrons  the  leading  gentry  in 
the  City  and  the  surrounding  districts  and  the  substantial 
and  ever-increasing  support  of  the  general  public.  An 
adequate  staff  of  courteous  and  attentive  assistants  is 
employed  in  the  various  departments  of  the  business, 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  principal,  whose 
unremitting  efforts  are  directed  to  maintaining  the  prestige 
which  this  house  has  so  deservedly  enjoyed  for  so  many 
years  past.  In  conclusion,  we  may  remind  our  readers 
that  Mr.  Penman  recently  published  a  most  attractive 
and  interesting  brochure  under  the  title  of  "  The  Story 
of  the  Willow  Pattern  Plate,"  giving  a  translation  of  the 
drawings  on  that  familiar  piece  of  ware  in  such  concise 
language,  that  all  may  fully  understand  what  has  no 
doubt  puzzled  most  of  the  present  as  well  as  the  past 
generations  to  discover  the  meaning  (if  any)  of  that  time- 
honoured  design.  We  can  confidently  recommend  this 
quaintly  told  story  to  the  attention  of  our  readers. 


HUGH     CHALMERS,     Fancy    Paper     and     Drapers'     Box    Manufacturer, 

88,    Dunlop    Street,    Glasgow. 


In  this  great  manufacturing  centre,  with  its  many 
varied  industries,  not  the  least  important  is  that  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  Hugh  Chalmers,  Fancy  Paper  and 
Drapers'  Box  Manufacturer,  whose  long  connection  with 
this  branch  of  productive  activity  fully  claims  prominent 
recognition  in  these  reviews.  The  business  was  estab- 
lished over  30  years  by  the  present  proprietor.  The 
premises  comprise  spacious  single  flat,  divided  into 
warehouse,  office,  and  workshops — the  whole  being  con- 
veniently arranged  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the 
business.  The  chief  productions  of  the  house  include 
every  description  of  fancy  paper  boxes  for  feathers, 
flowers,  and  other  fancy  goods,  and  heavier  qualities  for 
drapers  and  wholesale  warehousemen,  &c.  A  steadily 
sustained  trade  is  done  by  Mr.  Chalmers  in  supplying 
these  goods  to  the   leading  wholesale  and  retail  houses 


in  the  City,  the  connection  being  chiefly  of  a  local 
character.  The  services  of  a  numerous  and  efficient 
staff  of  workpeople  are  employed  in  the  manufacturing 
departments  of  the  business,  which  is  admirably  and 
capably  organised  in  every  detail  of  the  management 
under  the  experienced  supervision  of  the  principal, 
whose  thorough  knowledge  of  the  trade  affords  a  con- 
vincing guarantee  for  uniform  superiority  of  material 
and  make  in  every  article  produced  at  the  establish- 
ment. Mr.  Chalmers  is  widely  known  and  esteemed 
in  commercial  circles,  and  has,  by  his  invariably  straight- 
forward and  honourable  business  methods,  deservedly 
secured  a  most  substantial  measure  of  confidence  and 
support  of  all  classes  of  the  mercantile  community  in 
the  district. 
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MESSRS.  W.  &  J.  MARTIN,  Tanners,  Curriers,  Leather  Merchants,  and  Boot  Top 
Manufacturers.  Office,  Warehouse  and  Boot  Top  Factory :  63,  Brunswick  Street ; 
Works  :  Albion  Leather  Works,  London  Road,  Glasgow.    Telegraphic  Address  :— "  Leather," 

Glasgow.     Telephone  No. : — 3,446. 


The  name  of  Martin   is   one   of  the    oldest    and    most 
favourably  known  in  the  leather  trade  in  the  West  of 
Scotland,  and  has  been  universally  regarded  as  a  repre- 
sentative one  for  the  last  half  century.     The  business 
takes  us  back  to  the  days  when  the  foundations  of  the 
colossal  enterprise  of  the  Western  Metropolis  were  being 
firmly  and  broadly  laid,  and  forms  one  of  the  many  links 
between   old    Glasgow  and   the    City  of  to-day.      The 
premises  of  the  firm   during  its   earlier  career  occupied 
historic  ground  within  gunshot  of  the  famous  Tolbooth, 
or  prison,  and  the  Tontine  Coffee  House  and  Reading 
Room,   which  latter  was  for  many  years,  prior  to  the 
erection  of  the  present   Exchange,   the  great  meeting- 
place  of  the  Glasgow  merchants.     From  the  Gallowgate, 
the  first  location  of  the  enterprise,  the  firm  removed,  in 
the  latter  "  fifties,"  to  the  fine  premises  now  occupied  in 
Brunswick    Street;    and   in    the   early    "sixties"    the 
distinct    but    associated    firm    of    Messrs.    Martin    and 
Millar  was  formed,  an  extensive  tannery  built,  and  the 
two    sections   of  the    trade,  controlled  by  these   firms, 
worked  conjointly.     On    the    decease    of   the    late   Mr. 
James  Martin,  who  was  a  well-known  and  public-spirited 
citizen,  and  for  many  years  represented  the  South  Ward 
at    the  Town  Council,   the  co-partneries  then   existing 
were    dissolved,    Mr.    Millar   continuing   since  then    to 
trade    as    Martin    and    Millar.       Subsequently    Messrs. 
William  and  James  F.  Martin,  sons  of  the  above  Mr. 
James    Martin,    on    attaining  manhood,  purchased   the 
Brunswick  Street  premises  and  the  warehousing  portion 
of  the  business  from  Mr.   Millar,  and  resumed  trading 
operations  under  the  old  and  distinguished  designation 
of  W.  and  J.  Martin,   and  it  is  with  this  firm  that  we 
have  at  present  to  deal. 

The  Brunswick  Street  warehouse  is  a  substantial 
and  commodious  building  of  four  storeys,  extending 
about  seventy  feet  to  the  rear.  The  stock  contained 
may  be,  possibly,  not  the  very  largest  in  Scotland,  but 
for  variety  and  fine  selection  it  is  well  known  to  have 
no  equal.  The  firm  deal  only  in  the  better  classes  of 
medium  and  fine  goods,  and  do  not  cater  for  the  very 
common  class  of  trade.  The  different  floors  are  appro- 
priated as  follows : — The  basement  is  stocked  with 
heavy  sole  and  insole  leather  of  superior  tannage. 
Immediately  above  this  is  the  general  stock-room  and 
warehouse  suitably  fixtured  with  counters  and  glass 
wall-cases,  displaying  a  superb  selection  of  manufac- 
tured stock,  such  as  boot  uppers,  vamps,  bottines, 
jockey  tops,  Napoleon  and  Wellington  tops,  toe  caps, 
cut  soles,  and  similar  goods,  for  which  the  firm  enjoy 
an  unrivalled  reputation.  Along  the  floors  stand 
ranges  of  the  best-known  and  most  celebrated  tannages 
in  English  butts,  including  Gilligan's,  Tilley's,  Cock's, 
Callender's,  Martin  and  Millar's,  Whittmore's,  etc., 
together  with  a  great  variety  of  English  and  foreign 
bends,  bark  tanned  Scotch  crops,  and  bark  tanned 
shoulders  for   the  important  slipper  trade.     Ascending 


from  this  fine  showroom  to  the  first  floor,  we  reach  the 
office    and    countinghouse  department  and  the  private 
office  of  the  partners,  all  appointed  in  the  best  modern 
style.     We  soon  perceived  that  the  organization  of  this 
department  was  as  perfect  as  we  had  anticipated  ;  two 
sets  of  books  being  kept — one  for  manufactured  goods, 
such  as  boot  tops,  and  the  other  for  leather.     Even  the 
details  of  invoicing  were  not  overlooked,  the  invoices 
for  boot  tops  being  sent  out  on  pink  paper,  and  leather 
invoices   and  accounts  on  blue  paper,  so  as  to  obviate 
any    possibility   of  confusion  in   the  departments  of  a 
business  controlling  daily  a  great  number  of  transactions. 
The  arrangements  for  dispatch  might  also  be  commended 
for  their  promptitude,  and  the  firm  may  be  relied  on  for 
knowing  the   best   and  cheapest    mode  of  conveyance. 
The  mercantile  department  occupies  but   a  portion  of 
this   floor,  and  the  remainder,   suitably   appointed  with 
tables  and  shelving,  contains  a  unique  stock  of  dressed 
and  curried  leathers,  German  kids,  French  calf,  coloured 
skins,    crup,    Memels,    etc.,    in    endless    variety.      The 
upper   floors  contain   a  heavy  stock   of  the  best  wood 
lasts,  made  after  special  models  to   suit  Scotch  fittings, 
both   for    town    and    country,    together    with    special 
beltings,   manufactured  by  the  world-renowned  firm  of 
Messrs.    George  Angus    and    Co.,    Ld.,    of   Newcastle, 
Liverpool,  and  New  York,  for  which  the  Messrs.  Martin 
are    agents    in   this   district.     Part    of  these   floors    is 
occupied    by   the   working  staff.     From  the  high-class 
and  great  variety  of  the  various  goods  shown  in  this 
warehouse    and   the   great    business   carried   on,    it    is 
evident  that  the  firm  are  in  full  touch  with  the  foremost 
houses  in  the  trade,  and  are  themselves  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and   progressive  firms  of  the  day.     Their 
Albion  Leather  Works  at  London  Road  contain  every 
facility    for    tanning    and    currying,    and    employ    more 
journeymen  curriers  than  any  other  house  in  the  City. 
The  leading  lines  of  manufacture  are  crup  butts,  Spanish 
and  English,  Cordovans,  Memels,  shoe  butts,  calf  skins, 
shoulders,   sea   boot   hides,   Bombay  and   Madras  kips, 
and  the  customary  run  of  waxed  shoe  leathers  in  calf, 
butts,   russets,   etc.     Horse  butts  are  a  special  feature. 
Another  speciality,  too,  is  dressed  skins  of  foreign  make, 
imported  direct,  not  hitherto  obtainable  outside  London, 
but  now  procurable  in  the  finest  quality  and  condition 
from    the  Messrs.   Martin.     These  include  calf,  glove 
and  glace  kid,  patent  calf,   French  waxed  and  French 
russet    calf   skins,    Russian    hides    in    various   colours, 
Persians  do.,  red  and  cream  roans,  pink  and  blue  lamb 
skins,  Strasburg,   Moroccos,    Levants,    porpoise    hides, 
patent    and    enamelled   seals,    white   apron  skins,    and 
many  others.     Several  other  specialities  demand  notice, 
but  space  forbids  ;    but   where  so  much   of  the  stock  is 
special,  we  cannot  venture  to  make  a  distinction  of  this 
kind.     The  firm  issue  a   complete  and  fully  illustrated 
catalogue    containing    a    variety    of    information,    and 
forming  a   handy  reference  book  for  customers,  and  to 
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its  pages  we  venture  to  refer  those  interested.  For 
general  information  we  may  note,  in  conclusion,  that 
Messrs.  W.  and  J.  Martin  have  lately  opened  up  a 
large  trade  in  bespoke  measures,  and  are  prepared  to 
make  every  class  of  upper  known  in  this  country  to 
measure,  including  the  popular  styles  in  Russian  russet 
and  ooze  calf.  Taken  altogether,  the  enterprise  of  this 
eminent  firm  is  remarkable,  and  displays  that  honour- 
able and  judicious  spirit  evident  in  so  many  other 
departments  of  the  varied  industrial  and  commercial 
world  located  in  the  basin  of  the  Clyde.  For  beyond  the 
limits  of  Great  Britain,  in  France,  the  United  States, 


and  South  America,  the  firm's  productions  and  goods 
have  done  their  part  to  sustain  the  repute  of  Glasgow 
and  to  make  its  fame  "flourish" — not  to  speak  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  sustained  the  reputation  and 
prosperity  of  this  old  and  leading  house.  After  all,  the 
best  evidence  of  the  special  position  of  the  Messrs. 
Martin's  business  is  their  large  British  trade,  and  in 
this  connection  it  may  be  allowable  to  note  that  they 
succeeded  on  carrying  the  highest  award  for  curried 
leathers  at  the  Edinburgh  International  Exhibition, 
1886. 


MR.  A.  S.  BRYCE,  Oil  Merchant  and  Drysalter,  Manufacturer  of  British   Spsrm  Oil,  Tallow 
Melter,  Lard  Crusher  and  Refiner,  Glenpark  Oil  Works,  off  East  Nelson  Street,  Glasgow. 


It  is  a  vulgar  error  to  suppose  that  the  oil,  tallow,  and 
lard  trade  and  the  manufacture  of  cognate  products  are 
either  devoid  of  interest  or  wholly  unpleasant.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  and  one  of  the 
most  essential  occupations  in  existence.  Some  of  the 
processes  connected  with  it  are  exceedingly  interesting, 
and,  in  the  best  manufactories,  the  unpleasantness 
incidental  to  it  is  reduced  to  a  minimum.  The  magnitude 
of  a  business  such  as  that  carried  on  by  Mr.  A.  S.  Bryce, 
of  the  Glenpark  Oil  Works,  Glasgow,  is  calculated  to 
astonish  people  who  are  heedless  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  industries,  the  conveniences,  and  even  the  luxuries 
of  civilisation  are  dependent  upon  such  a  manufacture 
as  is  there  exemplified.  Moreover,  the  business  is  a 
most  elaborate  and  comprehensive  as  well  as  a  highly 
important  one  with  exceedingly  wide  connections — 
connections  which  are  not  confined  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  considerable  as  is  the  home  trade,  but  which 
extend  to  various  parts  of  the  Continent  and  the 
Colonies.  If  there  be  one  lesson  more  than  another 
which  an  inspection  of  his  works  serves  to  inculcate,  it 
is  that  nothing  in  the  economy  of  nature  need  be  wasted, 
for  the  way  in  which  the  most  unpromising  and 
apparently  useless  materials  are  turned  to  account,  and 
converted  into  products  of  high  commercial  value,  is 
simply  astonishing. 

The  main  building,  in  which  Mr.  Bryce's  business 
is  carried  on,  is  two  storeys  high,  and  is  used  for 
refining  purposes — of  the  various  oils  produced  at  the 
works,  as  Sperm,  Engine,  Machinery,  Cylinder,  and 
other  oils  used  for  lubricating  purposes.  The  other 
sectional  buildings  comprise  a  house  for  lard-crushing, 
grease-extracting,  and  tallow-melting.  The  mechanical 
appliances  in  this  department  consist  of  ten  boiling 
pans,  fired  from  the  outside,  and  five  large  digestors, 
worked  by  steam  power.  Next,  there  is  an  oil-refining 
house  containing  eight  vats  of  malleable  and  cast  iron. 
Behind  this  is  the  cooperage,  for  the  casks  used  for  the 
purposes  of  the  home  and  foreign  trade  are  made  on  the 
premises — a  fact  which  indicates  the  completeness  of 
the  operations  carried  on  here.  The  press-house 
constitutes  a  noteworthy  department.  It  is  here  that 
the  lard  is  pressed,  and  for  that  purpose  five  presses  are 
in  operation,  worked  by  steam  and  hand  pumps. 
Ensuing   upon  the  process  of  hydraulic    pressure,   the 


olein  is  separated  from  the  stearin,  the  former  being 
used  for  lubricating  purposes  and  the  latter  for  soap 
and  candle  making.  It  has  been  said  that  nothing  in  this 
manufactory  is  wasted.  Exemplification  of  this  is  afforded 
in  the  department  under  consideration,  for  the  residuum 
of  the  lard  and  other  fatty  substances  is  pressed  so  that 
the  grease  is  extracted,  and  what  remains,  being  rich  in 
nitrogenous  substances,  forms  a  cake  very  suitable  for 
manure  merchants  and  farmers.  This  constitutes  an 
important  product  and  commands  a  very  large  sale. 
Further  in  exemplification  of  what  has  been  urged  on  the 
score  of  economy,  it  maybe  stated  that  there  are  in  various 
parts  of  the  yard  cesspools  where  all  the  refuse  liquors 
are  collected  and  allowed  to  settle.  The  grease  from 
these,  having  risen  to  the  surface,  is  collected — that  is, 
carefully  skimmed  off — and  afterwards  utilised  in  the 
manufacture  of  soap. 

At  the  eastern  side  of  the  works  there  is  a  house  for 
the  production  of  lamp  black,  which  is  largely  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  paints  and  in  the  processes  of 
paper-staining.  The  contents  of  a  tank  holding  20,000 
gallons  of  tarry  and  resinous  material  are  pumped  up 
twenty  feet,  carried  along  runs,  and  burned  in  a  furnace. 

In  addition  to  the  departments  mentioned,  there 
is  a  tallow  melting  house ;  and  here  the  finished 
product  is  seen  in  casks  ready  for  consignment  to 
places  at  home  and  abroad. 

Even  from  this  brief  and  imperfect  sketch  it  must 
be  obvious  that  the  business  here  carried  on  is  a  very 
extensive  and,  from  a  commercial  and  utilitarian  point 
of  view,  a  highly  important  one.  It  is  one  which 
necessitates  an  exceptional  degree  of  chemical  skill  on 
the  part  of  its  principal  as  well  as  business  enterprise 
and  acumen.  These  indispensable  requisites  are  pos- 
sessed in  full  measure  by  Mr.  Bryce,  who  has  had 
long  experience  in  the  varied  kinds  of  manufacture 
he  is  engaged  in,  and  which  he  commenced  in  the 
year  1854. 

Aided  by  his  son  and  an  efficient  staff,  Mr.  Bryce, 
who  is  still  in  the  prime  of  lite,  may  hope  for  a  continu- 
ance of  prosperity  at  Glenpark  ;  and  to  that  end  they 
are  alive  to  all  new  improvements.  To  their  already 
large  works,  now  covering  an  acre  of  ground,  prepara- 
tions are  at  present  being  made  for  the  manufacture  of 
oleo-margarine  on  an  extensive  scale. 
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MESSRS.    M.  W.  ROBERTSON   &  CO.,    Avon  Steel  Works,  Glenpark  Street,  Glasgow. 


Generally  speaking,  it  may  be  said  that  the  business 
carried  on  by  Messrs.  M.  W.  Robertson  and  Co.,  of  the 
Avon  Steel  Works,  Glasgow,  is  very  similar  in  character 
to  that  carried  on  by  some  of  the  most  noted  Sheffield 
firms.  So  far  as  Glasgow  is  concerned  the  Avon  Steel 
Works  may  be  regarded  as  almost  unique,  and  they  are 
more  suggestive  of  South  Yorkshire  than  of  the  iron 
industries  of  the  Clyde.  Originally  the  firm's  works 
were,  for  a  time,  at  Linlithgow,  but  in  i&6g  the  concern 
was  centralised  in  Glasgow,  which,  of  course,  possesses 
advantages  as  a  shipping,  industrial,  and  distributive 
emporium.  Messrs.  Robertson  and  Co.  in  removing  to 
a  seaport  may  be  said  to  have  set  an  example  for  other 
firms,  for  there  is  a  general  tendency  now-a-days  to 
transfer  works  of  a  similar  description  to  theirs  from 
inland  to  shipping  towns.  Take  for  example  Messrs. 
Charles  Cammell  and  Co's.  Dronfield  Works,  which 
were  removed  to  Workington,  and  the  Dowlais  Iron 
Works,  the  transference  of  which  to  Cardiff  has  been 
deemed  expedient.  The  foresight  of  Messrs.  Robertson 
and  Co.  was  justified  by  the  greater  facilities  and 
advantages   they  have  since  enjoyed  in  Glasgow,  and 


their    business    has   gradually    expanded    till    now    it 
occupies  a  foremost  position.  The  works,  which  occupy  an 
acre  of  ground,  are  well  adapted  to  the  various  processes  in 
operation  and  equipped  with  the  best  possible  machinery, 
including  large  and  small  hammers,  planing  machines, 
drilling    machines,    etc.  ;    also    several   powerful    steam 
hammers  for  drawing  and  forging  steel  ingots  into  steel 
bars,    afterwards   used    in    the    manufacture   of   tools. 
Particular    attention    is  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of 
shear  blades,  which  are   made  by  this  firm  of  the  very 
largest    size   produced,    namely,    14^   feet    long.      The 
success  they  have  achieved  in  this  branch  of  their  trade 
has  greatly  enhanced  their  prosperity.     In  addition  to 
this  speciality  and  the  other  operations  ahead}'  referred 
to  they  make  to  pattern  crucible  and  cast  steel  castings 
and  forgings  of  every  description.    The  general  processes 
carried  on,  therefore,  are  important  and  interesting,  and 
the  firm  have  come  to  be  recognised  as  one  of  the  most 
noteworthy  engaged  in  the  steel  trade.      Their  connec- 
tions are  extensive  and  are  not  confined  to  the  United 
Kingdom,   but   ramify  to  the   British   Colonies   and  to 
India. 


THOMAS     BLAIR,    Cab    and    Carriage    Hirer,    Omnibus    Proprietor,   Job   and   Post    Master, 
and    Funeral     Undertaker,    Eglinton  Livery  Stables,    9,   Nelson    Street,     Glasgow,  S.S. 


Few  names  are  better  known  in   Glasgow  than   that  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Blair.      Mr.  Thomas  Blair,  over  twenty- 
five  years  ago,  was  employed  in  business  with  his  father, 
the  late  Mr.  John   Blair,  of  Paisley,  a  man  well  known 
and  highly  respected  in  the  district,  a  fact  which  tended 
in  no  small  degree  to   obtain  the   patronage  which  the 
public  bestowed  upon  his  son   Thomas,  who,  soon  after 
the  death  of  his  father,  commenced  business  as  omnibus 
proprietor   in  the  Hutchesontown  district   of  Glasgow. 
Business  grew  apace,  and  five  years  ago  he  acquired  his 
present    premises    and    added  another    department    to 
his  already  extensive  business,  namely,  that  of  funeral 
undertaking.     The  large  livery  stables  and  hiring  estab- 
lishment   occupy    a   long   line    of  lofty   railway  arches 
between  Eglinton  Street   and   Commerce   Street,  which 
have  been  specially  fitted  up  for  their  accommodation, 
and  form  about  the  most  commodious  locale  for  a  large 
business    of    this    description    that    can    be     desired. 
Stabling  is  provided  for  some  ninety  horses  and  ample 
space  for  the  innumerable  cabs,  'buses,  brakes,  carriages, 
traps,   and  the   great    funeral    undertaking   equipment. 
The  last  department   has   attained  notable  dimensions, 
and  Mr.  Blair  has  spared  neither  trouble  nor  expense  to 
provide  the  finest  hearses,  carriages,  and  Belgian  horses 
procurable.     The   horses  make  a    fine  stud   of  twenty 
pairs,  and  will  compare  very  favourably  with  any  in  the 
City.    These  have  been  specially  obtained  from  Belgium 
for  the  purpose.    All  the  other  funeral  paraphernalia  are 
also   provided    in    this    department.     The   business   in 
this    line    alone    is    increasing   with    great    rapidity — a 
sure  sign    of   the    public    appreciation   of  Mr.  Blair's 
efforts.       Mr.    Blair    has     created    several    important 
subsidiary  departments  in    the   immense   space'  at    his 
disposal,  including  a  smithy  for  shoeing  horses,  repairs, 
etc  ,   and    carriage   works,    where  he    builds    his  own 


vehicles.  The  harness  room  contains  a  great  display  of 
every  variety  of  harness,  forming  a  reserve  stock  sufficient 
to  meet  any  eventuality.  The  whole  establishment  is 
maintained  in  absolute  order  and  cleanliness,  and  is, 
beyond  doubt,  a  model  in  its  way  for  comfort,  airiness, 
and  arrangement.  The  total  stud  at  present  numbers 
120  horses,  including  superior  post  horses.  To  the 
front,  facing  Nelson  Street,  are  the  head  offices,  con- 
veniently fitted  up  and  provided  with  telephonic  com- 
munication with  the  branch  offices  in  London  Road, 
Paisley  Road,  Abbotsford  Place,  East  Pollokshields 
Station,  and  Crosshill.  The  telephone  number  of  the 
head  office,  we  may  mention,  is  1449  ;  and  that  of 
Albert  Road,  Crosshill,  is  967.  The  position  of  the  estab- 
lishment is  a  very  central  one  on  the  South  Side  and 
within  easy  reach  of  all  parts  of  the  City.  Mr.  Blair 
runs  a  service  of  well-appointed  'buses  to  Cathcart, 
Tollcross,  Rutherglen,  and  other  suburban  places,  which 
has  long  been  recognised  as  one  of  the  City  institutions. 
The  brake  and  private  carriage  department  is  always 
largely  drawn  upon  by  excursionists,  picnic  parties,  and 
tourists,  particularly  in  the  summer,  while  the  cab-hiring 
section  is  always  fully  engaged.  Such,  in  brief  detail, 
is  this  large  enterprise,  whose  development  and  perfect 
organisation  reflect  so  much  credit  on  its  founder,  and 
whose  existence  is  of  such  public  interest.  Even  in  its 
youngest  department — that  devo,ted  to  funeral  under- 
taking— this  well-managed  enterprise  will  undoubtedly 
challenge  in  an  increasing  degree  the  well-merited 
support  of  the  community.  Mr.  Blair  is  yet  a  young 
man — frank,  courteous,  and  universally  popular  ;  a  good 
judge  of  horses,  and  evidently  born  for  the  business. 
He  has  a  splendid  field  before  him,  and  will,  no  doubt, 
give  a  good  account  of  himself  in  the  future  stages  of 
his  enterprising  career. 
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FORREST    &    SON,    Show-card    and    Advertising    Tablet    Manufacturers,    General    Shop 
Furnishers,     &c,    355,    Argyle  Street,    Glasgow. 


"  Advertising  is  to  business  what  steam  is  to  machinery 
— the  motive  power."  If  this  was  a  truism  when 
Macaulay  wrote,  it  is  doubly  so  now,  when  competition 
among  manufacturers  and  merchants  grows  keener 
every  day.  We  are  all  familiar  with  the  proverb, 
"  Competition  is  the  life  of  trade,"  but  we  are  not  all 
aware  that,  in  addition  to  its  effect  in  developing  or 
extending  a  trade  or  business,  it  actually  creates  new 
industries.  For  example,  let  us  take  the  shops  of  half 
a  century  ago,  when  no  necessity  existed  for  elaborate 
fittings,  decorations,  or  expensive  advertisements,  and 
compare  them  with  the  shops  of  to-day,   when  a  mer- 


consists  of  a  large  and  substantial  block  of  stone 
buildings,  situated  between  York  Street  and  James  Watt 
Street.  On  the  first  floor  are  the  offices  and  showrooms. 
Here  we  found  ourselves  surrounded  with  specimens  of 
all  sorts  of  signs,  sign  letters,  tablets,  showcards,  show 
cases,  showstands,  shop  fittings,  mirrors,  &c.  We 
noticed  innumerable  specimens  of  attractive  glass 
tablets  and  showcards  which  they  supply  in  very  large 
quantities  to  most  of  the  great  advertising  firms  in  this 
country.  They  bore  inscriptions  familiar  to  every  eye 
— Keen's  Mustard,  Wright's  Coal-tar  Soap,  Van 
Houten's  Cocoa,  Collard  and  Collards'   Pianos,   Dents' 


chant  who  wishes  to  keep  pace  with  his  keenly  compe- 
ting opponents  must  fit  up  his  establishment  with  all 
sorts  of  plate-glass  facias,  signs,  tablets,  mirrors,  show 
cases,  and  an  endless  variety  of  articles  that  are  all 
considered  necessaries  now,  but  were  never  dreamt  of 
by  the  old  school.  In  the  same  way  we  see  brewers, 
distillers,  makers  of  soap,  mustard,  &c,  scattering 
broadcast  expensive  and  artistic  showcards  in  a  manner 
that  would  have  taken  the  breath  from  their  grand- 
fathers. 

One  of  the  largest  and  most  enterprising  firms 
manufacturing  goods  of  this  description  is  the  well- 
known  house  of  Forrest  &  Son.  Their  principal 
establishment,    ir.    Argyle    Street,    which    we   visited, 


Gloves,  Rowntree's  Chocolate,  Hignet's  Tobaccos, 
Dunville's  Irish  Whisky,  and  many  other  well-known 
names,  showing  the  wide  extent  of  the  firm's  connec- 
tions, which  is  truly  a  world-wide  one,  as  their  work  is 
sent  to  wherever  their  customers'  goods  are  sold,  thus 
bringing  their  name  before  buyers  in  the  most  remote 
and  out-of-the-way  places  imaginable.  Apart  from  what 
might  be  termed  the  show-card  department,  which 
supplies  the  wholesale  houses,  who,  in  turn,  distribute 
the  showcards  among  their  retail  customers,  there  is  the 
department  for  the  supply  of  retailers,  with  all  their 
special  requirements,  in  the  way  of  handsome  and 
attractive  glass  signs  or  facias,  advertising  glass  panels 
and  tablets,  gilded  sign  letters,  glass  letters,  plate-glass 
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mirrors  for  shops,  saloons,  ships,  and  private  houses  ; 
shop  window  tickets,  shop  window  fittings,  show  stands, 
and  other  appliances  for  the  attractive  display  of  goods, 
handsome  showcases  for  jewellers,  drapers,  tobacconists, 
&c,  which  show  off  the  goods  in  the  most  conspicuous 
manner,  at  the  same  time  protecting  them  from  injury 
by  dust  or  air  and  from  the  fingers  of  those  who  are — 
well — kleptomaniacally  afflicted.  We  were  astonished 
at  the  huge  stock  of  picture  frame  mouldings  stored 
here,  the  firm  being  most  extensive  importers  of  Conti- 
nental and  American  mouldings.  We  were  invited  to 
go  through  the  workrooms,  a  description  of  which  will 
be  of  interest.  We  were  first  taken  to  the  silvering 
room,  where  specially  selected  plates  are  silvered  either 
as  mirrors  or  mirror  showcards.  The  silvering  table  is 
something  like  a  huge  billiard  table,  the  top  being 
covered  over  with  thick  slate,  beneath  which  is  a  large 
steam  chamber,  which  not  only  heats  the  slate  to  the 
necessary  temperature,  but  furnishes  the  supply  of  dis- 
tilled water  for  dissolving  the  silver.  After  a  plate  is 
chemically  cleaned  and  prepared  it  is  laid  on  the  table 
and  levelled,  and  the  silver,  in  a  state  of  perfect  solution, 
is  poured  over  it,  when  the  heat  coming  through  the 
glass  causes  it  to  deposit.  It  was  difficult  to  believe 
that  this  solution  contained  silver,  as  to  the  eye  it  was 
as  clear  as  crystal.  After  the  silvering  is  complete  the 
mirror  is  dried  and  backed  up  with  various  coats  of  a 
special  protective  material.  We  were  next  shown 
through  the  glass  decorators',  or  embossers',  room. 
Here  we  observed  in  all  stages  of  advancement  mirror 
showcards  for  most  of  the  principal  brewing  firms  of 
this  country — the  names  of  Bass,  Ind  Coope,  Worthing- 
ton,  Salt,  Younger,  McEwan,  Fowler,  and  many  others 
familiar  to  all  who  enjoy  a  glass  of  beer.  When  the  artist 
receives  his  instructions  as  to  design,  size,  &c,  for  one 
of  these  plates,  he  proceeds  to  make  a  drawing  on  paper 
of  all  that  is  to  be  produced  on  the  glass,  this  being  a 
much  more  difficult  matter  than  one  would  suppose, 
owing  to  the  design  and  lettering  being  done  in  the 
"negative,"  or  reverse,  way,  and,  when  finished,  is 
spread  out  beneath  the  plate,  which  comes  from  the 
hands  of  the  cutter  the  exact  size  required.  The 
whole  design  is  then  carefully  traced  on  the  glass  with 
a  protective  substance,  which  prepares  it  for  the  acid 
bath,  the  hydrofluoric  acid  acting  on,  or  embossing,  the 
parts  left  exposed.  After  being  embossed  it  is  then 
gilded,  coloured,  and  lettered  in  a  most  elaborate 
manner,  and,  when  finished,  taken  to  the  silverer,  who 
gives  it  the  mirror  background,  and  it  is  then  ready  for 
being  taken  to  the  frame  makers'  room,  which  we  next 
visited,  where  a  staff  of  frame  makers  is  busily  engaged 
not  only  in  making  frames  for  the  showcards  produced 
in  the  other,  departments,  but  also  framing  showcards 
extensively  for  other  firms.  Picture  framing  was  also 
going  on  in  all  styles,  and  we  were  assured  that  an  order 
for  framing  a  single  picture  gets  as  carefully  looked 
after  as  the  largest  contract.  We  were  next  conducted 
to  the  room  where  most  of  the  small  glass  tablets  are 
made,  such  as  the  firm  supply  so  largely  to  the  great 
advertising  houses.     This,  like  most  of  the  other  depart- 


ments, consists  entirely  ot  skilled  hand  labour,  as 
machinery  does  not  lend  itself  to  glass  decoration  in  any 
way  except  for  the  production  of  a  plainer  class  of 
work,  and  wholesale  firms  find  that  retailers  will  not 
hang  up  in  their  windows  showcards  that  are  not  neat, 
attractive,  and  in  unison  with  a  well-got-up  window. 
But  in  the  making  of  these  glass  tablets  division  of 
labour  is  applied  with  great  advantage,  and  the  low 
price  they  are  turned  out  at  is  simply  astonishing. 

We  next  looked  into  what  is  known  as  the  crysto- 
leum  room,  where  very  plain-looking  printed  paper 
showcards  are  transferred  to  glass  and  embellished  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  transform  them,  into  most  expen- 
sive looking  things.  This  is  often  done  by  advertisers 
who  find  a  stock  of  showcards  on  their  hands  which  the 
retailers  do  not  consider  good  enough  to  place  in  con- 
spicuous positions.  But  these,  after  a  course  of  treat- 
ment here,  become  highly  attractive.  We  next  visited 
the  lithograpic  printing  room.  Here  are  all  the  usual 
printing  appliances,  and  we  were  shown  a  variety  of 
cards,  bills,  labels,  &c,  being  printed  in  colours  from 
the  stone  ;  also  printing  on  metal,  which  style  of  show 
card  is  much  in  demand  among  exporters.  After  they 
are  finished  here  they  are  removed  to  the  japanning 
stoves.  We  concluded  our  visit  by  being  shown 
through  the  ticket-writers'  room,  where  a  staff  of  ticket- 
writers  and  draughtsmen  is  engaged  in  designing  and 
writing  all  kinds  of  window  tickets  and  showcards  on 
paper,  cardboard,  &c.  The  variety  of  subjects  requiring 
tickets  or  showcards  is  both  amusing  and  surprising. 
At  one  table  is  a  lot  of  neat  gold-edged  cards  which 
are  to  draw  the  eye  of  the  public  to  some  very  choice 
old  brandy,  wine,  &c,  and  at  another  table  is  a  lot  of 
large  mottoes,  intended  to  hang  round  the  walls  of 
temperance  or  mission  hall.  But  window-tickets  for 
grocers,  drapers,  and  all  other  trades  in  which  the  value 
and  the  quality  of  the  goods  are  set  forth  most  allur- 
ingly are  being  produced  at  every  table. 

As  the  joiners'  workshop?,  the  stores  and  stables, 
&c,  are  only  a  short  distance  from  here — being  situated 
in  Cadogan  Street — we  had  a  run  over  to  them.  In 
the  joiners',  or  showcase  makers',  shop  we  saw  a  number 
of  showcases  in  progress  for  various  purposes,  which, 
after  being  finished,  are  glazed  and  frenchpolished 
before  leaving  here.  Great  skill  is  required  in  the 
making  of  these  cases,  as  they  must  be  so  nicely  fitted 
as  to  exclude  both  dust  and  air.  A  number  of  large 
wooden  sign  letters  was  also  being  made,  each  letter 
being  nearly  as  large  as  the  man  who  was  working  at 
them.  The  firm's  Edinburgh  house  is  situated  in  the 
North  Bridge. 

Such  is  this  remarkable  business,  in  which  some 
ten  or  twelve  different  classes  of  tradesmen  are  employed, 
including  artists,  draughtsmen,  chemists,  artizans,  &c, 
and  whose  productions  find  their  way  wherever  the 
English  language  is  spoken  and  elsewhere,  as  many  of 
their  showcards  are  written  in  foreign  languages  ;  and 
the  business,  as  a  whole,  is  a  striking  monument  of  the 
fact  that  "  Competition  is  the  life  of  trade." 
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PETER  FORSYTH  &  SON,  Handsewn  Bootmakers,  21,  Sauchiehall  Street,  Glasgow. 


A  very  old  and  notable  centre  of  Glasgow's  high-class 
bootmaking  trade  is  presented  in  the  establishment  of 
Messrs.  Peter  Forsyth  &  Son,  whose  commercial 
distinction  is  the  outcome  of  fifty  years'  honourable 
trading  and  enterprise,  and  whose  active  and  zealous 
endeavours  to  sustain  the  character  and  interests  of  the 
handsewn  boot  industry  have  been  rewarded  by  a  suc- 
cess equalled  by  few  similar  firms.  The  business  was 
founded  originally  at  Balmano  Street  by  the  eminent 
Mr.  Peter  Forsyth,  and  its  operations  from  the  com- 
mencement until  the  present  time  may  be  said  to  have 
fully  covered  all  the  improvements  in  handsewn  boot 
work  during  half  a  century.  Probably  the  most  credit- 
able and  outstanding  feature  of  the  house  is  its  adher- 
ence to  all  the  recognised  principles  of  this  branch  of 
trade  and  its  renown  in  connection  with  Glasgow  hand- 
made boots  and  shoes,  in  the  production  of  which  it  has 
always  maintained  a  pioneer  position.  The  appearance 
of  the  establishment  at  the  corner  of  Sauchiehall  and 
West  Nile  Streets  is  one  of  great  elegance  and  attrac- 
tiveness, and  the  interior  is  in  every  respect  a  model  of 
tasteful  fitting  and  appointment — the  rooms  for  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  the  office,  and  other  conveniences  being 
all  in  accordance  with  the  characteristics  of  a  modern 
and  fashionable  boot  emporium.  The  varieties  of  boots 
and  shoes  neatly  submitted  to  inspection  are  all  of  the 
first  class  and  quality,  consisting,  for  the  most  part,  of 
those  genuine  Glasgow-made  boots  and  shoes  for  which 


this  house  has  long  formed  the  accredited  centre,  and 
they  represent  a  wide  range  of  choice,  as  goods  adapted 
to  every  class  of  taste,  and  offered  at  prices  which  prove 
that  genuine  handsewn  boots  are  as  readily  attainable 
on  moderate  and  consistent  terms  as  any  of  the  cheaply 
manufactured  goods  which  now  flood  the  markets,  and 
which  are,  from  no  point  of  view,  cheap,  durable,  or 
economical.  Messrs.  Forsyth  have  been  at  all  times 
foremost  in  placing  within  reach  of  the  public  a  high 
standard  of  boots  and  shoes  calculated  to  afford  the 
utmost  amount  of  wear  at  the  lowest  possible  cost  over 
production,  while  hygienic  requirements  have  been  fully 
considered,  and  the  productions  of  Messrs.  Peter 
Forsyth  &  Son  bear,  in  respect  of  design  and  fashion- 
able style,  full  and  favourable  comparison  with  any  of 
the  best  English  or  Continental  models.  The  workmen 
employed  by  the  firm  are  selected  especially  for  their 
aptitude  for  handsewn  work.  Several  are  employed  in 
the  workshop  adjoining  the  establishment,  but  most 
of  the  firm's  boots  and  shoes  are  produced  in  the 
Societies'  different  workshops.  The  requirements  of  influ- 
ential and  long-established  connections  are  carefully  anti- 
cipated and  provided  for  by  Mr.  John  Forsyth,  the  pre- 
sent sole  proprietor  of  the  business,  and  to  the  discriminate 
management  and  enterprise  of  this  gentleman  may  be  at- 
tributed the  sound  standing  of  the  house  as  one  in  which 
the  best  interests  of  the  handsewn  boot  industry  of  the  Me- 
tropolis have  been — and  are  still — admirably  preserved. 


R.  CAMPBELL  &  Co.,  Brass  Founders,  &c,  9,  Melville    Place,    132,  Trongate,  Glasgow. 


The  rapid  and  successful  advancement  of  the  under- 
taking established  seven  years  ago  by  Messrs.  R.  Camp- 
bell &  Co.,  of  Glasgow,  presents  an  example  of  enter- 
prise indispensable  to  the  interest  of  any  work  dealing 
with  the  modern  aspects  of  trading  activity  in  this  City ; 
and  as  brass  founders,  engaging  comprehensively  in  all 
the  branches  and  departments  of  that  industry,  this 
firm  have  attained  a  prominent  and  creditable  place. 
The  business  has  necessarily  derived  a  sound  impetus 
from  the  practical  skill  and  tact  of  Mr.  John  McArthur, 
who,  along  with  his  late  partner  and  co7ifre/e,  Mr.  Robert 
Campbell,  gained  an  extensive  and  thorough  experience 
in  the  trade  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  McLaren. 
That  once  eminent  firm  is  not  now  in  existence,  and 
this  circumstance  has  had  the  effect  of  transferring  the 
bulk  of  their  trade  to  Messrs.  Campbell,  who  were  well 
known  to  the  patrons  of  the  late  house.  Mr.  McArthur 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  fellow-worker  by  Mr. 
Campbell's  death  about  a  year  ago,  though  the  place 
has  been  admirably  filled  by  Mr.  Daniel  Campbell, 
who  was  assumed  into  the  firm  ;  and  the  business  over 
which  both  gentlemen  are  called  upon  to  preside  is  one 
that  gives  promise  of  even  further  expansion  and  develop- 
ment. Situated  in  the  Trongate  at  that  part  known  as 
Melville  Place,  the  firm's  premises  are  both  central  and 
convenient.  Three  flats  are  fully  occupied,  and 
throughout  these  the  mechanical  and  other  resources 
have  been  developed  in  a  manner  which  the  most  casual 
observer  will  readily  appreciate.  The  first  department 
is  principally  devoted  to  the  preparation  of  patterns  and 
moulds,  and   attention  is  readily  directed  to  the  corner 


where  an  immense  heap  of  rough  brass  cuttings  indicates 
the  class  of  material  treated  in  the  two  small  furnaces 
at  hand  for  melting  and  refining  the  brass,  preparatory 
to  its  reception  into  the  moulds.  The  castings  are 
finished  on  the  floor  above,  where  a  fine  equipment  of 
ten  lathes  is  ever  busy  in  smoothing  and  filing  the 
articles  towards  completeness.  On  this  floor  also  is  a 
neat  little  office  in  which  is  kept  an  assortment  of 
specialities  for  the  convenience  of  those  transacting 
business  with  the  firm,  and  the  third  floor  constitutes 
a  commodious  storeroom  for  the  patterns,  the  quantity 
and  variety  of  which  alone  serve  to  show  the  immense 
amount  of  work  overtaken  by  the  firm  during  their  biief 
term  of  trading.  Messrs.  Campbell  operate  largely  in 
the  production  of  cranes  for  steam  and  water  fittings, 
bell-hanging,  and  gas  and  water  appliances  and  castings 
of  every  class  and  description.  They  have  become 
identified  with  an  ingenious  appliance  for  the  prevention 
of  water-waste  which  has  already  attained  due  recogni- 
tion and  appreciation,  and  they  transact  a  very  busy 
trade  in  the  repair  and  adaptation  of  all  kinds  of  brass 
foundry  work  Every  detail  of  the  industry  is  carried 
out  with  the  uniform  precision  which  tends  to  the  com- 
pleteness of  the  largest  and  smallest  operations  alike. 
All  work  is  subjected  to  the  close  personal  scrutiny  of 
one  or  other  of  the  partners,  and  such  systems  of  over- 
sight speak  well  for  the  capabilities  of  a  firm  who  have 
relaxed  no  exertions  to  render  their  undertaking  a  useful 
factor  in  the  brass  founding  activity  of  Glasgow,  the 
prosperous  character  of  which  it  creditably  exemplifies. 


M>, 


202 


Commercial    Glasgow, 


H.    NELMES    &    Co.,    Billiard    Table    Makers,    121,    Wellington    Street,    Glasgow. 


The  popularity  to  which  the  game  of  billiards  has 
attained  within  the  past  half  century  is  a  worthy  tribute 
to  the  elegance  of  motion  which  the  game  involves 
and  the  splendidly  scientific  character  of  the  "strokes" 
by  which  the  game,  when  properly  played,  is  accom- 
plished. Every  billiard  player  knows  the  vast 
importance  of  having  a  superior  table  upon  which  to 
exercise  his  skill,  and  the  greatest  champions  of  billiards 
that  the  world  has  yet  seen  attribute  no  small  share  of 
their  success  to  the  extreme  accuracy  in  manufacture 
which  characterises  the  productions  of  the  most  eminent 
billiard  table  manufacturers.  In  this  connection  it  is 
very  gratifying  to  note,  in  our  historical  sketches  of  re- 
nowned Glasgow  commercial  houses,  a  firm  that  stands 
in  a  pre-eminent  position  in  the  billiard  table  manufac- 
turing art  of  Scotland.  The  house  of  Messrs.  Henry 
Nelmes  &  Co.  was 
established  in  Sauchie- 
hall  Street  nearly  forty 
years  ago,  and  conse- 
quently can  withjustice 
claim  to  be  considered 
the  oldest  established 
firm  of  billiard  table 
makers  in  Scotland.  In 
1870  the  business  was 
transferred  from  Sauc- 
hiehall  Street  to  the 
present  appropriately  appointed  premises  in  Wellington 
Street.  The  interior  arrangements  are  all  that  could  be 
desired,  and  with  an  unrivalled  equipment  of  plant, 
machinery,  and  appliances,  the  firm  is  in  a  position  to 
execute  the  largest  orders  with  the  utmost  promptitude 
and  expedition.  All  descriptions  of  billiard  tables  are 
here  manufactured,  as  well  as  every  item  that  justly 
enters  into  the  category  of  billiard  room  furnishings. 
The  connection  of  the  firm  extends  over  the  whole  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  orders  have  been  executed 
with  the  utmost  precision  for  patrons  in  India  and  other 
distant  parts  of  the  earth.  Messrs.  Henry  Nelmes  & 
Co.  number  among  their  patrons  the  elite  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  many  of  the  leading  clubs  of  Scotland  have  the  good 
fortune  to  possess  tables  manufactured  by  this  enter- 
prising firm.  As  showing  a  special  feature  in  connection 
with  the  firm's   manufacture,   we  venture  to  quote  the 


opinion  of  a  constant  supporter  of  the  firm,  and  one 
whose  opinion  will  not  be  gainsaid  by  those  acquainted 
with  the  game  of  billiards,  namely,  Mr.  W.  M.  Green, 
for  twenty  years  the  billiard  champion  of  Scotland. 

"  Messrs.  Henry  Nelmes  &  Co., 
"  121,  Wellington  Street. 

"25,  Drury  Street,  Glasgow. 

"April  2 is/,   1890. 

"Gentlemen, — As  inventor  of  the  Premier  Low- 
Set  patent  India  rubber  billiard  cushions  suggested  by 
me  to  you  in  1880,  and  made  for  me  then,  and  since 
adopted,  at  my  advice,  by  some  of  the  London  billiard 
table  makers  in  1886,  I  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  you  have  put  them  on  to  the  six  tables 
you  made  for  me  this  year.  They  are  the  finest,  fastest, 
and,  above  all,  the  easiest  to  play  from,  when  the  ball  is 

close  to  the  cushion, 
that  I  have  ever  seen 
during  my  40  years'  bil- 
liard experience,  lean 
also  say  that  every 
table  you  have  made  for 
me  (twenty  in  all)  has 
given  great  satisfaction 
to  myself  and  my 
patrons,  of  which 
the  majority  are  the 
best  amateur  billiard 
players  in  Glasgow.     Yours  truly,  W.  M.  Green." 

It  is  also  deserving  of  remark,  in  connection  with 
this  firm,  that  it  is  the  only  house  in  Scotland  that  manu- 
factures billiard  balls.  Mr.  Nelmes  is  the  inventor  of 
a  machine  which  secures  the  greatest  possible  accuracy 
and  roundness  in  the  ball,  and  the  firm  thus  possesses 
exceptional  facilities  for  adjusting  balls  that  have 
already  been  worn  irregularly.  Recolouring  of  pool  and 
pyramid  balls  also  forms  an  important  item  in  the  firm's 
programme,  while  a  considerable  business  is  the  hire  of 
billiard  tables  to  private  patrons,  hotels,  and  clubs  in  all 
parts  of  the  country.  The  firm  enjoys  a  very  large  and 
steadily  increasing  connection,  and  the  success  that 
awards  its  conscientious  efforts  is  a  just  tribute  to  the 
skill,  capacity,  and  thorough  integrity  characteristic  of 
the  administration  in  every  department  of  the  exten- 
sive business  enterprise. 


MESSRS.     CRON     BROTHERS     &     Co.,     Wholesale     Tea     Merchants, 
37,  Hutcheson    Street,  Glasgow. 


It  would  be  difficult  to  indicate  in  the  history  of.  mer- 
cantile enterprise  a  more  pertinent  illustration  of  rapid 
development  than  that  which  has  of  recent  years 
characterized  the  tea  trade  in  this  country,  and  in  this 
connection  it  is  impossible  to  acknowledge  the  extent 
and  influence  of  firms  like  Messrs.  Cron  Brothers  in 
fostering  a  taste  for  this  now  universal  beverage.  These 
gentlemen  have  recently  succeeded  to  the  important 
business  successfully  conducted  for  the  past  twenty-five 
years  by  Mr.  John  Latta,  occupying  for  this  purpose  the 
extensive  ground  floor  and  basement  premises  at  37, 
Hutcheson  Street,  which  are  conveniently  adapted  for  the 


requirements  of  the  trade.  The  ground  floor  is  arranged 
as  offices,  sample  and  tasting-room,  with  spacious  stores 
and  warehouse  in  the  rear,  and  the  basement  is  utilized 
as  the  blending  and  mixing  department.  The  stock 
held  by  the  firm  includes  the  choicest  growths  of 
Ceylon,  India,  and  China  teas,  selected  with  experienced 
judgment  and  blended  with  discriminating  taste  to  suit 
the  varying  requirements  of  the  trade.  These  teas  are 
widely  appreciated  and  in  favourable  request  by  the 
principal  retail  dealers  in  Scotland,  and  are  unrivalled 
in  the  local  markets  for  their  purity,  fragrance,  flavour, 
and  strength.     Messrs.  Cron  also  hold  a  large  stock  of 
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the  first  quality  of  Mocha,  Jamaica,  and  Ceylon  coffees, 
which  are  in  good  demand  for  their  superior  excellence, 
and  are  supplied  in  wholesale  quantities  to  the  numerous 
customers  of  the  firm.  Messrs.  Cron  have  had  con- 
siderable experience  in  the  trade,  and  their  judgment  in 
selection  and  critical  taste  in  blending  various  qualities 
and  growths  of  teas  have  gained  for  these  gentlemen  a 
widespread  and  well-deserved  reputation   as  experts  in 


this  branch  of  commercial  knowledge.  The  services  of 
a  staff  of  travellers,  clerks,  warehousemen,  &c,  are 
employed  in  the  business  under  the  direction  of  the 
members  of  the  firm,  Messrs.  John  and  William 
Crox,  who  have,  by  their  unremitting  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  their  ever-increasing  clientele,  secured  the 
confidence  and  support  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
trade  in  the  City  and  surrounding  districts. 


EDWARD,    DAVISON,    &    Co.,   Gentlemen's    Outfitters,    68,    Sauchiehall    Street; 

and   114,    Renfield    Street,    Glasgow. 


The  fashionable  thoroughfares  of  Sauchiehall  Street 
and  ;  Renfield  Street  present  many  fine  establish- 
ments to  the  view  of  the  passer-by,  all  furnishing  their 
quota  to  make  up  the  splendid  trading  ensemble  of  these 
two  great   arteries  of  the  City.     Sauchiehall  Street,  in 

particular,  is,  with- 
out doubt,  the  street 
in  Glasgow  which, 
beyond  all  others, 
would  suggest  to 
an  unprejudiced 
visitor  the  idea  of 
a  beautiful  and 
picturesque  tho- 
roughfare. The 
establishment  of  the 
above  firm  occu- 
pies a  superb  posi- 
tion at  the  junction 
of  these  two  streets, 
and  sustains  both 
in  external  appear- 
ance and  interior 
arrangements  the 
reputation  of  the 
important  outfit- 
ting trade  in  this 
district.  The  busi- 
ness has  been  in 
existence  for  four- 
teen years,  and  has 
been  located  at  its 
present  address  for 
about  four  years. 
The  premises  are 
very  large,  lofty,  and  commodious,  affording  excel- 
lent facilities  of  all  kinds  both  for  stock,  show,  and 
working  purposes.  The  handsomely  appointed  front 
shop  runs  back  some  sixty  feet,  and  is  terminated  by  a 
neat  fitting-room.  The  workshops  are  in  the  basement, 
and  give  employment  to  a  large  and  select  staff  under 
the  best  supervision.  The  firm  make  up  all  their  own 
garments  on  the  premises,  and  have  a  well-deserved 
reputation  for  the  fashionable  cut,  easy  fit,  and  general 
good  style  of  their  productions.  The  stock  held  is  of  a 
very  high  class,  embracing  outfitting  goods  of  Scotch, 
English,  and  Irish  manufacture,  showing  all  the  latest 
novelties  in  material,  design,  and  shade.  The  stock  is 
excellently  shelved,  and  the  general  display  is  both 
brilliant  and  striking.  The  house  has  long  enjoyed  a 
sound  representative  connection,  and  still  boasts  a  steady 


increase  in  the  volume  of  business.  The  main  speciality 
is  fine  sixty-shilling  suits,  unsurpassed  at  the  price  in 
any  city.  Another  novelty  in  connection  with  this  firm 
is  the  "  Deltoid  Linemeter  "  (patent) — invented  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Edward — an  instrument  for  taking  the  exact 
measurement  and  shape  of  the  shoulder,  by  which  erect, 
sloping,  or  hunchback  figures  are  measured  and  fitted 
with  the  same  ease  and  certainty  as  the  most  symme- 
trical, thus  rendering  misfit  impossible  and  fitting-on 
almost  unnecessary.  All  garments  made  by  Messrs. 
Edward,  Davison,  and  Co.  under  this  system  give  entire 
satisfaction,  fitting  with  ease  and  comfort,  yielding  to 
every  movement  of  the  body  without  displacement,  and 
producing  the  ne  plus  ultra  suit — so  desirable  to  a  well- 
dressed  gentleman. 

As  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  describe  such  an  inge- 
nious invention  as 
Mr.  Edward  has 
succeeded  in  bring- 
ing before  our  no- 
tice, we  have  en- 
deavoured to  con- 
vey in  our  illustra- 
tion the  exact 
position  of  the  body 
and  the  "  Line- 
meter  "  at  the  time 
of  a  measurement 
being  taken,  and 
we  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that 
the  "  Deltoid  Line- 
meter  "  will  prove 
thoroughly  success- 
ful and  a  great  ac- 
quisition to  all  en- 
gaged in  this  line 
of  business. 

The  partners 
of  this  highly-re- 
puted firm  are  Mr. 
Alexander  Edward 
and  Mr.  William 
Davison,  both  tho- 
roughly practical 
gentlemen,     and 

versed  in  all  the  mysteries  of  the  trade.  They  enjoy 
a  high  reputation  with  their  colleagues  in  the  same 
line,  and  are  esteemed  and  popular  with  their  wide 
circle    of   friends   and    customers. 
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HARLEY   &  SONS,  Fruiterers,  Florists,  and  Seedsmen,    Covent    Garden, 


369,  Sauchiehall 

The  eminent  progress  that  has  been  effected  in  the 
seed  and  floricultural  trade,  as  one  of  the  most  pro- 
sperous branches  of  national  industry,  has  been  largely 
contributed  to  by  the  enterprise  of  those  who  have 
successfully  combined  the  resources  of  home  growth  and 
production  with  the  more  commercial  phases  of  the 
industry ;  and  there  is  no  better  existing  example  of 
this  than  in  the  operations  of  the  old  and  influential 
concern  of  Messrs.  Harley  and  Sons,  a  house  which  has 
been  prominently  and  creditably  identified  with  the 
fruit,  flower,  and  seed  trade  of  Scotland  since  the  year 
1 85 1.  Messrs.  Harley  are  not  only  seed  and  flower 
merchants  but  are  also  extensive  growers,  and  we 
believe  that  their  vineyards  and  nurseries  at  Vinehill, 
Perth,  Camperdown,  Broughty  Ferry,  are  unrivalled  in 
extent  and  capacity,  as  they  are  already  more  than 
famous  for  the  excellent  varieties  of  plants,  flowers, 
and  fruit  dainties  that  are  cultivated  in  their  prolific 
soils.  Messrs.  Harley  have  three  branch  establishments 
exclusively  devoted  to  business  purposes  :  at  1,  George 
Street,  Perth  ;  29,  Reform  Street,  Dundee  ;  and  68, 
South  Clerk  Street,  Edinburgh ;  and  each  of  these 
establishments — known  by  the  title  "  Covent  Garden  " 
— presents  a  study  in  rich  display  as  well  as  artistic 
arrangement,  and,  whether  in  summer  or  winter  seasons, 
the  houses  are  invested  with  a  luxuriance  in  floral 
beauty  and  taste  that  the  most  uncultured  would  at  once 
admire.  The  whole  establishments  bear  so  many  features 
of  similarity  in  setting,  appointment,  design,  and  floral 
elaboration,  that  a  stranger  in  either  of  the  towns  men- 
tioned would  at  once  recognise  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Harley  and  Sons.  In  the  summer  seasons  especially 
Messrs.  Harley  present  to  an  admiring  public  most 
attractive  arrays  of  those  fresh  cut  flowers  and  salads 
which  mark  the  advent  of  Spring ;  and  are  invariably 
first  in  the  market  with  the  best  products  of  their  own 
gardens  and  nurseries.  The  Sauchiehall  Street  estab- 
lishment is  both  extensive  and  handsome.  From  the 
commanding  double  frontage  it  presents  to  that  busy 
thoroughfare,  it  extends  rearwards  over  a  very  consider- 
able distance,  the  windows  and  interior  being  at  all 
times  replete  with  floral  and  fruit  attractions  of  great 
excellence  and  variety.  The  bulk  of  the  fruits,  vege- 
tables, and  flowers  is  received  direct  from  Covent 
Garden,  London,  and  the  beauty  and  attractiveness  of 
the  daily  consignments  impart  to  the  house  an  appear- 
ance not  unworthy  of  the  great  metropolitan  flower 
centre  from  which  it  derives  its  name.  Many  of  the 
flowers  and  the  greater  part  of  the  grapes  are  brought 
from  the  firm's  own  nurseries,  and  these  illustrate  all 
the  most  exquisite  items  in  northern  floriculture  and 
fruit  cultivation.     All  the  year  round  Messrs.  Harley 
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are  enabled  to  provide  the  product  of  the  vine  unaffec- 
ted in  price  by  any  fluctuation  of  the  season.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  their  salads  and  vegetables,  which 
have  become  one  of  the  most  important  features  of  the 
firm's  merchandise,  while  as  floral  decorators  they  main- 
tain resources  and  facilities  that  may  be  aptly  described 
as  unsurpassed.  Dinner  and  supper  tables,  wedding 
breakfasts,  and  other  festive  occasions  are  provided  for 
with  an  exactitude  that  is  best  assured  in  the  firm's 
own  cultured  perception  and  taste  with  reference  to  the 
requirements  of  each  case.  Posies  and  bouquets,  com- 
posed of  rare  and  choice  exotics  and  blossoms,  are 
draped  and  arranged  with  artistic  taste,  and  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  formula  of  prevalent  fashions. 
Similar  artistic  precision  is  observed  in  the  adaptation 
of  memorial  wreaths,  crosses,  and  chaste  funeral  decora- 
tions to  each  particular  occasion  of  solemnity,  and 
Messrs.  Harley  carry  out  this  department  of  the  busi- 
ness with  the  facility  and  promptitude  which  the 
charming  and  unique  varieties  of  their  nurseries  render 
available.  It  would  be  impossible  within  present 
space  limits  to  detail  the  many  interesting  features  of  a 
business  and  industry  where  the  characteristics  of  per- 
fection are  so  notable  in  every  department.  The  firm's 
catalogues  afford  an  exhaustive  and  interesting  index 
to  the  several  items  of  seed  and  floral  trade  which  they 
have  specialised  ;  and  a  view  of  their  nurseries  is  a 
delightful  privilege  to  all  who  can  admire  the  magnifi- 
cent stocks  therein  exhibited  in  process  of  cultivation. 
Probably  one  of  the  most  notable  features  of  this 
eminent  and  widely-supported  business  is  presented  in 
the  fact  that  it  is  directed  under  the  administration  and 
guiding  power  of  Mr.  William  Harley,  by  whom  it  was 
founded  upwards  of  40  years  ago.  He  has  witnessed 
the  whole  developments  of  the  trade  during  that  lengthy 
period,  and  has  evinced  continuous  enterprise  in  the  ex- 
pansion of  his  business  from  its  unpretentious  inaugura- 
tion to  its  present  commercial  distinction  and  magnitude. 
He  now  receives  able  and  active  assistance  from  his 
sons  Louis,  Eben,  and  John  Harley  who  all  combine  to 
maintain  the  high  repute  and  prestige  of  the  firm.  Mr. 
Eben  Harley  is  entrusted  with  the  management  of  the 
Glasgow  section  of  the  business,  and  is  well  known 
among  an  influential  clientele  all  over  the  West  of 
Scotland  for  his  zealous  interest  in  all  matters  affecting 
the  progress  of  the  trade,  with  which  his  name  and  the 
name  of  the  house  he  represents  have  been  long  and 
creditably  identified. 

They  have  had  the  honour  on  several  occasions  of 
making  bouquets  and  posies  for  Her  Majesty,  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  and  other  ladies  of  the  Royal 
Family. 


A.  MABON  &  Co.,  Manufacturing  Opticians,  Electricians,  and  Model  Makers, 
10,    West    Campbell   Street,  Glasgow. 


The  very  important  business  extensively  carried  on 
by  Mr.  Mabon  was  established  three  years  ago  by  him 
in  Oxford  Street,  and  has  been  located  in  the  present 
premises  for  the  past  twelve  months.  A  large  floor  is 
occupied  as  a  general  workshop,  containing  a  special 


plant  of  delicate  apparatus  for  screwing,  turning,  fit- 
ting, polishing,  and  other  purposes.  Mr.  Mabon 
carries  on  a  very  extensive  manufacturing  business  in 
all  kinds  of  optical,  electrical,  and  mathematical  instru- 
ments and  appliances,  and  turns  out  work  of  the  greatest 
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precision  and  finish.  He  devotes  special  attention  to 
signalling  apparatus  for  use  in  mines,  steam  indicators, 
and  delicate  engine-fittings  of  all  descriptions.  With 
the  complete  apparatus  at  his  disposal,  and  his  long 
experience  of  business,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
he  has  already  secured  a  high  standing  in  the  trade  and 
an  enviable  connection.  Mr.  Mabon's  great  speciality, 
however,  is  model-making,  and  he  has  always  a  great 
amount  of  this  class  of  work  on  hand.  It  requires 
knowledge  and  skill  of  no  ordinary  kind  to  turn  out  a 
model  of  one  of  our  modern  ocean  leviathans  to  a  given 
scale,  with  every  detail  of  hull,  furniture,  and  rigging 
exactly  duplicated  in  miniature ;  and  must  be  ever 
regarded  as  a  triumph  of  handicraft.     Judging  from  the 


work  to  be  seen  in  Mr.  Mabon's  premises,  both  finished 
and  in  progress,  his  establishment  has  no  superior  in 
this  line.  A  great  number  of  the  miniature  blocks  and 
tackle  of  ships  are  kept  in  stock,  and  deck  guns  and 
other  items  are  made  to  pattern.  Mr.  Mabon  is  widely 
connected  among  the  great  shipbuilding  firms  on  the 
Clyde  and  all  over  the  United  Kingdom.  He  attends 
personally  to  the  conduct  of  the  business  and  effectively 
directs  all  its  operations.  The  general  and  highly  repre- 
sentative patronage  he  enjoys  in  all  departments  indi- 
cates the  keen  appreciation  of  his  talents  in  the  quarters 
which  may  be  supposed  to  contain  the  best  judges.  He 
is  ably  assisted  by  skilled  experts,  and  is  sole  owner  of 
this  rapidly-expanding  business. 


HEYS    AND    SONS,    South     Arthurlie,    Barrhead,    Glasgow. 
Telegraphic   Address:    "Heys,     Barrhead." 


Glasgow   has  for  many  generations  past   enjoyed  the 
distinction   of  being  one  of  the  leading  centres  of  the 
textile  branches  of  industry  in  the  Kingdom,  and  at  the 
present   time — from  the  number  and  magnitude  of  the 
houses    engaged    in     the    trade — well     maintains     the 
supremacy  it  has  so  long  held  in  this  direction.    This  very 
gratifying  result  is  greatly  attributable  to  the  exertions 
of   firms   of  the  representative  type  of  Messrs.  Z.  Heys 
&   Sons,   of   South   Arthurlie,   Barrhead,  to  sustain  the 
high   reputation  of  the  district  for  the  excellence  of  its 
textile  productions,   which  have  gained  for  this  house  a 
deservedly  leading  position  in  the  markets  of  the  world. 
The  business  is  of  very  old  standing,  the  works  having 
been   in    existence  for   upwards  of  half-a-century,  and 
were   partially  destroyed  in   the  memorable   disastrous 
flood   occasioned   by   the   bursting  of  the  Glanderston 
Reservoir  in    1842.     At  that  time  the  motive  power  for 
driving  the  machinery  in  the  works  was  derived  from  a 
huge   water  wheel,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  Kingdom, 
and   this   being  swept  away  by  the  flood,  steam  power 
was  substituted.     About  this   date  (1842)  the  business 
was    acquired    by    Mr.     Zechariah     Heys,    who    was 
succeeded  at  his  death  by  his  sons,  the  present  head  of 
the  firm  being  one  of  them,  with  whom  are  joined  in  the 
proprietory  his  son  and  two  nephews,  trading  under  the 
style   indicated  at   the  head  of  this  notice.     The  works 
are  of  very  extensive   proportions,   the  buildings  alone 
occupying  an  area  of  about  seven  acres,  and,  with  the 
grounds,  court  yards,  &c,  cover  a  total  extent  of  about 
thirty  acres.     The   buildings  are  conveniently  adapted 
for  perfecting  the  various  processes  of  the  trade  in  each 
department,  and  are  supplied  throughout  with  improved 
plant   and   machinery   of   modern  construction,  motive 
force  being  derived  from   steam  engines  of  500  or  6oo 
horsepower  combined,  and  for  which  are  provided  sixteen 
large  boilers  by  Penman  and  Wilson,  of  Glasgow.     The 
various   departments   comprise   the   singeing   room — in 
which  a  powerful  machine,  driven  by  steam,  is  employed 
for   this   purpose — and   the    "  Grey  "    room,  where  the 
calicoes  are    stamped   and    prepared   for    the    singeing 
process.     The   "  white  "  goods  come  next  in  order  and 
occupy  a  large  building  of  four  flats,  each  of  which  is 


fitted   with   numbered   cages   for    storing   the  immense 
stock   of   bleached  calicoes   held  by   the  firm  ready  for 
printing.     Adjoining  are  the  laboratory,  colour  making 
and  cambric  finishing  departments,   and  a  large  room 
where  the  cambrics  are  folded  by  machinery  and  finally 
prepared   for   the   market.     Next  to  this  is  the  sewing 
room,   in  which  a  large  number  of  sewing  machines  are 
at  work  ;  and   here  also  is  the  machinery  for  cropping, 
brushing,  and  preparing  the  material  for  printing.     The 
rooms  appropriated  to  this  purpose  contain  twenty-seven 
machines,   printing  from  one  to  ten  colours,  and  each  of 
which   is   driven   by    a    separate    engine.     The    other 
buildings   in  this  portion   of  the  works  include  dyeing, 
soaping,  drying,  and  washing  departments,  each  provided 
with   the  necessary  appliance   and  labour  economising 
machinery  for  these  purposes,  and  here  is  also  located  the 
stentering  department,  for   which  five  machines  of  this 
description  are  provided.  An  important  department  of  the 
works  is  represented  in   the  workshops  devoted  to  en- 
graving the  rollers  for  printing,  which,  having  first  been 
highly  polished  for  this  purpose,  are  subjected  to  this  pro- 
cess by  skilful  hands  from  patterns  designed  by  the  artists 
employed  for  this  purpose.     Accommodation  is  provided 
for  engraving  in  large,  well-lighted  rooms.       Here,  also, 
are    stored   the  immense   number  of  printing   rollers — 
amounting  to  many  thousands — required  in  the  business, 
and    which,    stacked    in    numbered  racks,    present    an 
imposing  array,   affording   a   very  good  outline  of  the 
resources  of  the  firm  in  this  direction.      The  remaining 
portion   of  the  premises  is  appropriated  to  the  joiners' 
and  engineers'  departments.     The  bleaching  works  are 
situated  a  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away  from  the 
main  buildings,   with  which  they  are  in  telephonic  com- 
munication,  and  are  fully  equipped  for  the  various  pro- 
cesses of  the  trade. 

The  trade  throughout  is  one  of  great  magnitude 
and  importance,  the  works  presenting  at  all  times  a 
scene  of  busy  industrial  activity,  providing  constant 
employment  for  about  600  hands  in  the  several  depart- 
ments, the  entire  productions  of  the  establishment  for 
one  year  amounting  to  the  almost  incredible  tota,i  of 
18,000  miles  of  finished  materials. 
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A.    BRITON,    Boot    Maker,    36,    Queen    Street,    Glasgow. 


For  the  long  period  of  thirty  years  past,  the  notable 
establishment  conducted  by  Mr.  A.  Briton  has  held  its 
own  amidst  the  keen  competitive  activity  of  its  most 
powerful  rivals  in  trade,  and  to-day  maintains  its  pres- 
tige as  one  of  the  leading  houses  in  the  City  in  con- 
nection with  the  manufacture  of  high-class  boots  and 
shoes.  The  premises  occupied  by  Mr.  Briton  are 
centrally  situated  at  36,  Queen  Street,  in  near  proximity 
to  the  Royal  Exchange  and  George  Square,  comprising 
handsomely  appointed  shop  of  commodious  proportions 
presenting  convenient  facilities  for  the  effective  display 
of  the  superior  goods  submitted  for  inspection.  These 
include  a  splendid  assortment  of  ladies'  and  gentlemen's 
walking,  riding,  and  dress  boots  and  shoes  of  the  highest 
quality  of  material  and  finished  workmanship,  and  in 
all  the  most  fashionable  styles  selected  from  the  most 
eminent  English  and  Continental  makers.  A  leading 
specialite  of  the  productions  of  the  establishment  is  the 
famous  Highland  Brogues,  which  are  unrivalled  for 
comfort  of  wear   for   the   tourist   and   sportsman.      Mr. 


Briton  pays  special  attention  also  to  the  manufacture 
of  his  renowned  hand-sewn  boots  for  gentlemen,  which 
are  supplied  at  the  reasonable  price  of  22/6  per  pair,  and 
are  unequalled  in  the  trade  for  style,  fit,  and  durability 
of  wear.  A  large  "  bespoke  "  trade  is  cultivated  by  the 
proprietor,  whose  clientele  in  this  department  includes 
the  leading  resident  nobility  and  gentry  in  the  City  and 
surrounding  districts.  A  branch  establishment  has  been 
opened  by  Mr.  Briton  in  the  rising  south  suburban  dis- 
trict of  Shawlands,  which,  in  the  elegance  of  its  appoint- 
ments and  the  splendid  stock  of  goods  on  offer,  vies  with 
the  Queen  Street  emporium  in  its  effective  arrangement 
and  rapidly  growing  popularity  with  the  elite  of  that 
fashionable  district.  The  services  of  an  adequate  and 
efficient  staff  of  assistants  and  competent  workmen  are 
employed  in  the  business,  which  is  admirably  organised 
in  every  department,  and  under  the  personal  direction 
of  the  courteous  principal  fully  sustains  the  high  reputa- 
tion it  has  so  long  and  deservedly  enjoyed  as  one  of  the 
leading  houses  in  the  trade  in  the  City  of  Glasgow. 


JOHN    LAIRD    &    SON,    Upholsterers,    Cabinet    Makers,    Bedding    Manufacturers,    and 
Carpet    Warehousemen,     207,    Dumbarton    Road,    Glasgow. 
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The  old-established  and  influential  house  of  Messrs. 
John  Laird  &  Son  presents  many  features  of  exceptional 
interest  and  commands  a  position  among  Glasgow's 
notable  commercial  concerns  consistent  with  the  honour- 
able repute  it  has  earned  as  an  accredited  centre  of  the 
cabinet  making  and  furnishing  trades.  The  business 
was  established  forty-five  years  ago  close  to  its  present 
location  by  Mr.  John  Laird, 
and  under  the  joint  control 
of  his  two  sons,  Messrs.  John 
and  David  M.  Laird,  its 
operations  and  principles 
are  alike  ably  sustained. 
The  present  establishment 
has  been  occupied  by  the 
firm  for  upwards  of  thirteen 
years,  and  comprises  two 
large  double  shops  joined 
at  the  rear,  the  interior 
extending  over  a  lengthy 
stretch  of  floorage  space 
to  the  warehouse  and  office 
at  the  rear  and  the 
whole  premises  presenting 
a  lofty  and  well-proportioned 
appearance  that  tends  to 
enhance  the  display  of  high-class  furnishing  goods  with 
which  the  house  is  repletely  and  exhaustively  stocked. 
The  extensive  frontage  of  fifty  feet  to  the  Dumbarton 
Road  thoroughfare  admits  of  an  attractive  exhibit  of  all 
the  various  departments  comprised,  while  the  several 
items  of  drawing  room,  dining  room,  and  parlour 
appointment  are  internally  submitted  to  inspection  en 
suite,  and  in  a  manner  which  illustrates  their  adaptability 


to  every  condition  of  modern  furnishing.  Besides  every 
kind  of  general  furniture  and  cabinet  work,  the  firm 
transact  extensively  in  beds  and  bedding  suitable  for 
every  class  and  every  means,  and  being  practical 
manufacturers,  are  enabled  to  afford  to  patrons  such 
economical  advantages  as  are  ensured  by  the  facilities 
at  their  command.     As  carpet  warehousemen,  they  have 

developed  a  very  important 
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department  in  the  supply  of 
carpets,  waxcloths,  linole- 
ums, rugs,  &c,  all  represent- 
ing fabrics  of  the  first  quality; 
and  it  need  only  be  added 
that  there  is  no  branch  or 
section  of  a  first-class  furnish- 
ing industry  and  trade  upon 
which  Messrs.  Laird  have 
not  comprehensively  enter- 
ed. The  production  of  hair, 
straw,  wool,  and  other  mat- 
tresses forms  a  leading 
feature  of  the  industry  en- 
gaged ;  also  the  repairing 
and  taping  of  Venetian  blinds. 
They  carry  out  this  work 
with  the  completeness  and 
taste  of  a  firm  who  have  made  an  exhaustive  study  of 
every  artistic  essential  of  the  trade.  Supported  by  con- 
nections of  long  standing,  Messrs.  John  Laird  &  Son 
occupy  a  place  in  Glasgow's  commerce  beyond  the  pos- 
sibilities of  competition,  and  both  partners  are  accorded 
that  popular  esteem  and  appreciativeness  to  which  their 
honourable  regard  for  the  interests  of  clients  and  their 
unfailing  liberality  and  courtesy  have  entitled  them. 
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FLETCHER    &    M'PHIE,    Glaziers,    Glass    Merchants,    and    Importers   of    Memorial 

Wreaths,   38,    Dumbarton    Road,    Glasgow. 


The  branch  of  industry  represented  by  this  enter- 
prising firm  ranks  among  the  most  important  in  the 
City.  The  business  was  established  in  the  premises  at 
present  occupied,  about  seventeen  years  ago,  by  Mr. 
John  Fletcher,  who,  some  twelve  years  ago,  assumed 
Mr.  James  M'Phie  as  partner,  under  the  above  title. 

A  good  sample  of  the  firm's  work  in  leadwork  and 
tinted  glass  is  to  be  seen  in  the  filling  up  of  the  front 
shop,  all  the  other  appointments  being  in  keeping  with 
this  artistic  treatment.  A  large  space  is  reserved  for 
show  purposes,  and  a  portion  for  the  necessary  office 
accommodation.  Plenty  of  space  for  storage  and  work- 
shop operations  is  provided  towards  the  rear,  the  whole 
extensive  range  of  premises  being  fully  occupied.  The 
stock  includes  polished  plate  of  all  kinds,  rough  cast 
and  patent  plate,  light  window  glass,  and  cathedral 
glass  in    every  shade  of  colouring.     Special  lines  are 


<;hown  in  French  shades,  fern  globes,  stands,  and  glass 
globes,  the  latter  including  some  exquisite  novelties. 
The  firm  have  also  a  great  reputation  for  their  imported 
memorial  wreaths,  a  large  stock  of  which  in  the  most 
artistic  designs  is  always  on  view,  several  of  the  more 
special  items  occupying  one  of  the  show-windows.  The 
general  trade  is  large  and  representative,  including 
plain  and  ornamental  glazing  and  lead  work,  the  supply 
of  glass  and  glazing  for  houses  in  course  of  erection,  and 
a  flourishing  retail  business  in  the  specialities  above 
noted.  Both  partners  have  had  a  long  practical 
experience,  and  personally  direct  the  operations  of  their 
large  skilled  staff.  They  are  favourably  known  for  their 
excellent  material  and  finished  workmanship,  and  are 
steadily  widening  the  limits  of  their  flourishing 
enterprise. 


LLOYD,  WORKMAN,  &  Co.,  Plumbers,  Lead  Merchants,  Gasfitting  and  Sanitary  Engineers, 

122,    Renfield    Street,    Glasgow. 


In  this  age  of  scientific  and  industrial  progress,  few 
branches  of  knowledge  have  been  more  sedulously  cul- 
tivated than  the  important  department  represented  by 
Messrs.  Lloyd,  Workman,  and  Co.,  the  eminent  firm 
of  Plumbers,  Lead  Merchants,  Gas  fitting  and  Sanitary 
Engineers,  122,  Renfield  Street,  Glasgow,  whose  exten- 
sive and  successful  business  supplies  the  data  for  this 
brief  sketch.  Established  in  1880  by  the  above-named 
gentleman,  the  business  soon  outgrew  the  proportions  of 
the  premises,  then  located  in  Dundas  Street ;  and  with 
characteristic  enterprise  the  proprietor  removed  to  more 
commodious  quarters  in  Renfield  Street,  the  site  now 
occupied  by  the  firm.  This  includes  a  spacious  double- 
fronted  shop,  well  and  conveniently  appointed,  and 
fully  adapted  to  the  business  operations  of  the  firm. 
Here  may  be  inspected  a  large  and  comprehensive  stock 
of  gas-fittings  and  every  description  of  plumbers'  requi- 
sites in  all  the  most  improved  modern  patterns,  and  a 
great  variety  of  sanitary  appliances,  &c.  The  special 
feature  of  the  business  is  to  be  found  in  the  supply  of 
gas  and  limelight  fittings  and  effects  for  theatres  and 
places  of  amusement,  for  which  Mr.  Workman  has 
established  a  deservedly  high  reputation,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  this  branch  of  the  trade  has  been  favoured 
with  the  orders  for  work  of  this  character  for  the  prin- 
cipal theatres  in  the  Provinces.  Amongst  the  estab- 
lishments which  have  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  his 
professional  skill  in  this  direction  may  be  mentioned 
the  Royalty,  Princesses',  and  Grand  Theatres,  Glasgow  ; 
the  Theatres  Royal,  Manchester  and  Edinburgh  ;  and 
Her  Majesty's  Theatre,  Carlisle — some  of  Mr.  Work- 
man's most  recent  achievements  in  this  department 
having  been    undertaken   under   the   direction    of   that 


eminent  entrepreneur,  Mr.  Augustus  Harris,  the  distin- 
guished proprietor  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre.  We  may 
also  instance  the  fact  that  Mr.  Workman  has  just 
completed  the  fitting-up  of  the  Gaiety  Theatre, 
Glasgow,  which  has  been  undergoing  a  thorough  pro- 
cess of  renovation  and  restoration  consequent  upon  a 
change  in  the  proprietorship  ;  and  so  gratifying  has  been 
the  success  of  this  gentleman's  skill  that  he  has  received 
the  permanent  appointment  to  the  important  position 
of  gas  engineer  to  the  establishment.  Nor  do  these 
records  fully  exhaust  the  resources  of  ingenuity  pos- 
sessed by  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  who  has,  within 
the  past  few  months,  invented  and  patented  an  ingenious 
contrivance  entitled  the  "Air  Vent  Valve,"  which,  as 
its  title  indicates,  is  an  appliance  for  regulating  the 
supply  of  air  to  beer  barrels,  allowing  the  liquor  to  be 
pumped  freely  at  the  bar,  and  by  an  automatic  move- 
ment admitting  just  sufficient  air  to  the  cask  to  com- 
pensate for  the  displacement  in  the  barrel.  This 
invention  has,  in  consequence  of  more  pressing  business 
engagements,  not  been  so  freely  submitted  to  public 
notice  as  its  merits  deserve,  but  the  "  Air  Vent  Valve  " 
has,  nevertheless,  gained  considerable  favour  with  the 
leading  members  of  the  trade  in  the  district,  and  meets 
with  the  unqualified  approval  of  those  best  able  to  judge 
its  many  advantages.  In  conclusion,  we  would  add 
that  the  business  is  capably  and  energetically  managed 
in  every  department  under  the  entire  personal  super- 
vision of  the  proprietor,  whose  unremitting  efforts  to 
afford  the  utmost  satisfaction  to  those  who  favour  him 
with  their  orders  have  gained  for  this  undertaking  a 
substantial  and  well-deserved  commercial  success. 
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THE    KASAAMA    FOOD    Coy.,    59,    Morrison    Street,    Glasgow. 


The  manufacturing  interests  of  this  great  city  are  of  so 
diverse  a  character  and  run  in  so  many  distinct  channels 
that  to  properly  review  them  in  a  work  of  the  present 
nature  necessitates  no  inconsiderable  share  of  discrim- 
ination, lest  highly  important  adjuncts  to  the  industrial 
wealth  and  importance  of  the  City  escape  their  due 
meed  of  recognition.  This  is  especially  the  case  with 
our  bye-products  and  feeding-stuffs,  which,  by  reason  of 
their  distinctive  attributes,  cannot  be  easily  categoried 
under  the  general  designation  "provisions." 

The  Kasaama  Food  Manufactory,  conducted  at  59, 
Morrison  Street,  Glasgow,  by  Mr.  Thomas  A.  Marshall, 
affords  an  apt  illustration  of  what  we  mean.  The  in- 
habitant of,  or  visitor  to,  Glasgow,  on  walking  along 
the  south  side  of  the  River  Clyde,  towards  the  Kingston 
Dock,  would  find  himself  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a 
very  modest  and  unpretentious  looking  building,  one 
large  and  suitably  divided  fiat  of  which  is  utilised  in 
the  preparation  of  a  delicious  article  of  food,  and  one 
which,  thanks  to  the  admirable  method  of  manufacture, 
has  already  attained  a  world-wide  celebrity,  and  which 
bids  fair,  if  we  mistake  not,  to  supplant  in  the  not  far 
distant  future  many  of  the  less  delicate  preparations 
which  enter  into  the  composition  of  our  puddings,  our 
blancmanges,  and  other  luxuries  of  the  dining  table  as 
well  as  the  invalid's  room.  Mr.  Marshall  commenced 
business  here  six  years  ago,  and,  thanks  to  the  import- 
ance of  the  article  produced,  his  business  rapidly 
assumed  a  commercial  significance  not  usually  the 
destiny  of  enterprises  so  recently  organised.    The  secret 


of  the  success  is  simply  told,  hovvaver.  Kasaama 
Food  possesses  invaluable  properties' ;  the  proaass  of 
manufacture  ensuring  that  the  delicate  flavour  and 
highly  nourishing  properties  of  the  wheat — from  which 
it  is  made — are  fully  retained.  A  careful  analysis  of 
Kasaama  Food  demonstrates  the  fact  that  it  contains 
very  nearly  15  per  cent,  of  albuminoids,  or  flesh- 
formers,  differing  in  this  particular  from  such  starch 
foods  as  arrowroot,  cornflour,  sago,  rice,  &c,  which  are 
well  known  to  be  practically  devoid  of  this  nourishing 
constituent,  while  it  can,  with  the  greatest  advantage, 
be  used  as  a  perfect  substitute  for  each  and  all  of 
these.  In  the  making  of  all  puddings,  custards, 
and  other  valuable  comestibles,  Kasaama  Food  has 
an  unrivalled  value,  and,  whether  used  in  the  large 
or  fine  state,  it  must  be  admitted  to  be  a  perfect  food, 
containing  as  it  does  all  the  elements  necessary 
for  the  sustenance  and  growth  of  the  human  frame. 
The  Kasaama  Food  Co.  possess  at  their  establish- 
ment in  Morrison  Street  every  facility  for  carrying  on 
an  extensive  home  and  export  trade.  An  adequate 
staff  of  employes  is  engaged,  and  a  large  trade  is  effected. 
For  the  reasons  we  have  already  stated  the  connection 
enjoyed  is  both  extensive  and  of  a  rapidly  developing 
character,  and  the  business  of  this  emporium  promises, 
ere  long,  to  attain  proportions  at  first  undreamt  of  by 
those  to  whose  unostentatious  efforts  the  success  is 
attributable.  Mr.  Marshall  is  the  guiding  spirit  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Kasaama  Food  Co.,  Glasgow. 


THOMAS  M'LEOD,  Shipping  Druggist,  146,  Broomielaw,  Glasgow. 


Among  the  leading  representatives  ot  the  drug  trade 
of  Glasgow,  especially  that  department  which  con- 
cerns itself  with  the  shipping  supply  of  the  port, 
there  is  no  house  holding  a  higher  rank  or  better 
meriting  the  splendid  patronage  enjoyed  than  the  estab- 
lishment controlled  by  Mr.  Thomas  M'Leod,  in  the 
handsome  and  commodious  premises  which  he  occupies 
in  the  Broomielaw  and  immediately  under  the  Sailors' 
Home.  The  building,  which  is  of  a  very  substantial 
character,  constitutes  one  of  the  handsomest  edifices  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  possesses,  moreover,  the  incalcu- 
lable advantage  of  being  in  close  proximity  to  the 
wharves  and  centres  of  the  shipping  activity.  The 
basement  floor  of  the  premises  is  concreted,  and  affords 
admirable  accommodation  both  for  packing,  unpacking, 
and  general  storage  purposes.  Here  will  be  found  large 
stocks  of  bottles  and  a  most  valuable  assortment  of  drugs 
and  chemicals,  including  patent  medicines  of  the  day. 
The  shop  is  a  double-fronted  one,,  and  the  stock  pos- 
sessed is  of  the  choicest  kind,  and  all  medicines  sold 
here  are  procured  at  the  most  reliable  sources  of 
supply,  and  may  be  depended  on  for  absolute  purity 
and  genuineness.  Well  versed  in  pharmaceutical 
chemistry  and  possessed  of  every  qualification  neces- 
sary   to    the    accurate     compounding     of     physicians' 


prescriptions,  the  proprietor  endeavours  to  supply 
customers  with  their  medicines  compounded  of  the 
very  finest  ingredients.  In  fact,  inferior  components 
find  no  place  on  the  shelves  of  the  establishment, 
and  he  invariably  dispenses  prescriptions  to  the 
letter.  The  special  feature  of  the  business,  as  we  have 
already  indicated,  is  the  catering  for  the  pharmaceutical 
requirements  of  sea-going  vessels.  Medicine  chests  are 
fitted  up  on  the  shortest  notice,  special  care  being 
taken  in  the  refilling  of  the  cases,  which,  by  order  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  form  an  essential  part  of  the  ship's 
outfit.  In  a  port  like  Glasgow,  from  which  so  many  emi- 
grants are  constantly  leaving,  despatch  is  required,  and 
medicine  chests  are  fitted  up  and  supplied  in  a  wonder- 
fully short  time,  every  requisite  being  kept  in  stock. 
Thirty  years  established  by  the  present  proprietor  is  a 
sufficient  guarantee  as  to  the  quality  of  the  goods  supplied 
and  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  orders  are  exe- 
cuted. The  attention  which  Mr.  T.  M'Leod  bestows 
on  his  business  secures  him  a  valuable  connection  ;  and 
politeness,  agreeable  manners,  and  extreme  courtesy  are 
very  notable  traits  in  the  personal  character  of  the 
proprietor  of  this  successful  and  flourishing  establish- 
ment. 
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JOHN  DOVE  &  SONS,  Wholesale  and  Export  Bottlers,  Aerated  Water  Manufacturers, 

49,  51,  and  55,  Pitt  Street,  Glasgow. 


In  reviewing  the  progress  and  present  standing  of  the 
very  important  bottling  and  aerated  water  manufac- 
turing industry  of  the  City,  the  above  firm  is  one  of  the 
first  to  attract  attention.  Established  by  Mr.  John 
Dove  in  Vicarage  Street,  Hope  Street,  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  last  century,  its  name  soon  became  a  household 
word  in  and  around  the  City.  Under  the  name  of  its 
founder,  the  firm  was  carried  on  with  increasing 
popularity  and  success  till  1878,  when  the  present 
designation  was  assumed.  The  partners  now  are  Messrs. 
John,  Peter,  and  Daniel  Dove,  all  of  whom  are  entirely 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  business,  which,  after 
all,  are  the  interests  of  the  public.  The  premises  com- 
prise the  usual  factory,  office,  yard,  and  stabling  accom- 
modation, the  factory  being,  of  course,  the  most  inter- 
esting department.  There  may  be  seen  all  the  latest 
improved  appliances  of  the  trade  :  generators,  syruping, 
filling,  and  corking  machines,  of  the  most  ingenious 
construction,  washing  apparatus,  &c.  The  name  of 
Fielding  &  Smith,  of  Belfast,  appears  on  several  of  the 


machines,  and  this  alone  is  a  guarantee  to  the  initiated 
of  the  most  improved  form  of  appliances.  The  wash- 
ing arrangements  are  specially  noteworthy,  and  so 
effective  are  the  mechanical  appliances  used  in  this  de- 
partment that  a  blind  attendant  can  do  the  work  with 
the  greatest  ease.  All  through  the  factory,  the  means 
adopted  for  securing  purity  in  the  water  and  syrups, 
and  cleanliness  in  the  process  of  manufacture,  are  praise- 
worthy in  the  highest  degree,  being,  indeed,  the  vital 
point  of  the  manufacture.  All  the  machinery  is  driven 
by  steam  power,  and  from  50  to  70  attendants  are  en- 
gaged, the  number  varying  with  the  season  of  the  year. 
The  connexion  both  for  aerated  waters  and  bottled 
brewings  is  very  strong  in  and  around  Glasgow,  and 
full  facilities  are  provided  for  prompt  delivery,  some  30 
horses  and  a  large  number  of  vans  being  engaged  in 
distribution.  In  a  word,  the  standing  of  the  firm  is  of 
the  highest  in  all  respects,  well  maintaining  the  repute 
of  this  great  industry  in  the  City  and  district. 


BOWS    EMPORIUM    (Mr.    William    Bow    Proprietor),    65,    High    Street,    Glasgow. 


Among  the  popular  and  prominent  business  establish- 
ments of  Glasgow  holding  a  distinctly  representative 
position,  Bow's  Emporium,  occupying  historic  ground 
in  High  Street,  claims  special  mention  in  this  volume. 
Mr.  William  Bow,  whose  enterprise  and  ability  have 
built  up  the  great  business  centred  there,  started 
operations  eighteen  years  ago,  on  a  limited  scale,  in  premi- 
ses at  91,  High  Street. 
But  business  grew  fast 
under  his  spirited  con- 
trol, and,  to  be  brief, 
when  the  City  Improve- 
ment Trustees,  in  1888, 
put  up  the  site  of  the 
present  premises  to 
auction,  Mr.  Bow 
purchased  it  and 
erected  the  "  Empo- 
rium "  after  the  most 
approved  plans.  The 
elevations  of  the  double 
frontage  are  of  hand- 
some modern  design,  and  rise  to  three  storeys,  sur- 
mounted at  their  junction  by  a  square  lantern  tower. 
The  interior,  we  need  hardly  say,  is  arranged  on  the 
most  improved  principles,  and  is  appointed  and  equipped 
with  every  convenience  for  conducting  and  expediting 
the  business,  including  a  complete  set  of  speaking  tubes 
and  a  cash  railway.  The  several  departments  of  the 
business  on  the  three  floors  are  distinguished  by  a  letter 
of  the  alphabet,  and  the  assistants  each  by  a  number. 
The  goods  are  conveniently  classed,  and  indeed  through- 
out, system  and  organization,  without  being  carried  too 
far,  are  maintained  in  the  highest  state  of  efficiency. 

The  stock  on  the  ground  floor  is  arranged  in  five 
departments: — Cutlery  and  electroplate;  heavier  iron- 


mongery ;  brushes,  baskets,  door  mats,  perambulators, 
rugs,  etc.  ;  fancy  goods  and  toys ;  glass,  china,  earthen- 
ware, etc.  To  enumerate  the  special  features  of  the 
immense  and  varied  stock  in  hollow  ware,  fine  cutlery, 
electroplate,  etc.,  shown  on  this  floor  would  far  exceed 
our  limits ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  anything,  from  a  spade 
to  a  tea-set,  from  a  pegging  top  to  a  perambulator,  can 
be  had  or  seen  here  at  prices  to  suit  all  tastes  and 
purses.  The  second  floor  is  divided  into  several  show 
and  sale  rooms,  containing  also  the  countinghouse  and 
office.  Here  are  brass  and  iron  bedsteads,  couches, 
grates,  stoves,  fenders,  fire-irons,  screens,  toys,  fancy 
goods,  china  (in  pieces  and  sets),  etc.  The  third  floor 
serves  for  reserve  stock  and  the  top  flat  for  paraffin  lamps, 
which  are  a  speciality.  The  lamps,  indeed,  might  well 
claim  particular  notice,  embracing  as  they  do  all  varie- 
ties from  the  most  expensive — after  antique  or  modern 
designs — down  to  those  sold  at  a  few  pence.  Among 
the  latter  we  noticed  one  at  5^d.  made  by  Mr.  Bow, 
which  has  commanded  an  enormous  sale.  In  a  word, 
the  judicious  house-wife,  or  the  "  engaged,"  bent  on 
house-furnishing  will  find  in  "  Bow's  Emporium  "  a 
wide  selection  of  the  best  goods  of  home  and  foreign 
production,  not  sold  indeed  "  below  cost  price,"  or  at 
"  75  per  cent,  less  than  cost,"  but  at  the  smallest  figure 
possible.  A  large  wholesale  trade,  steadily  growing,  is 
also  done. 

Mr.  Bow  personally  directs  the  whole  concern  and 
has  evidently  an  eye  for  capable  and  courteous  assistants. 
The  staff  is  unusually  large,  as  the  "run  "  on  the  place 
on  Saturdays  is  enormous — averaging  a  thousand  or 
twelve  hundred  customers.  The  public  support  is  the 
best  testimony  to  the  character  of  the  house,  and  speaks 
more  for  the  savoir  faive  of  the  popular  proprietor  than  a 
long  string  of  adjectives. 
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STEEL'S  HOTEL    (Mrs.   W.   Anderson,   Proprietrix),  Corner  of  Queen  Street  and 

Argyle  Street,   Glasgow. 


The  beau  ideal  of  an  hotel  differs  perhaps  some- 
what in  the  case  of  different  persons,  the  old  saying, 
*'  Tot  homines,  quot  senientia"  ("  Many  men,  many  minds"), 
applying  here  as  in  most  other  cases.  However,  in  the 
above  old-established  and  long  popular  resort,  all  the 
requirements  of  comfort  and  convenience  have  been  so 
fully  met,  that  the  circle  of  its  steady  patrons  has 
widened  year  by  year  and  its  repute  has  spread  farther 
and  farther  among  the  ranks  of  the  travelling  public. 
Steel's  Hotel  occupies  a  position  in  the  very  centre 
of  the  city,  near  the  railway  termini  and  steamboat 
wharfs,  and  was  founded  many  years  ago  by  Mr. 
Gavin  Steel,  who  left  behind  him  not  merely  a  name 
which  has  become  identified  with  the  premises,  but  a 
reputation  as  a  caterer  for  the  public,  which  it  has  ever 
been  the  ambition  of  his  successors  to  emulate.  The 
late  proprietor,  Mr.  William  Anderson,  who  controlled 
the  business  for  many  years,  enjoyed  a  deserved 
popularity  with  his  many  guests,  and  the  good  name  of 
the  house  suffered  no  diminution  during  his  ownership. 
But  even  more  than  he,  his  amiable  and  accomplished 
wife,  who  is  now  solely  responsible  for  the  establish- 
ment, contributed  to  its  success,  and  was  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  its  actual  manager.  There  is  no  fear, 
therefore,  that  its  thousands  of  patrons  will  suffer  by 


the  change  of  ownership,  or  that  Steel's  Hotel  will 
cease  to  be,  in  the  hands  of  its  present  proprietrix, 
what  it  has  always  been  since  its  establishment — the 
first  hotel  of  the  city.  The  building  is  a  handsome 
and  suitable  one,  containing  ninety  rooms.  The  ar- 
rangement, fitting,  furniture,  and  decoration  throughout 
are  in  the  finest  style,  and  every  detail  of  the  appoint- 
ment has  evidently  been  carefully  considered  and 
perfectly  adapted  to  the  end  intended.  The  public 
rooms  are  particularly  excellent,  if  we  may  venture  to 
say  so  where  all  are  so  superior ;  and  the  arrangements 
for  the  accommodation  of  commercial  gentlemen  are 
well  worthy  of  wide  imitation. 

The  excellence  of  the  cuisine,  the  range  of  the 
menu,  and  the  completeness  and  special  character  of 
the  wine  list  are  too  well  known  to  require  mention  ; 
while  the  attendance,  provided  for  by  an  unusually 
large  staff,  is  of  the  most  efficient  description. 

We  need  say  no  more,  but  shall  be  satisfied  if  this 
brief  notice  shall  have  the  happy  effect  of  acquainting 
visitors  to  the  Western  Metropolis  with  the  advantages 
presented  by  this  pleasant  "  oasis,"  and  presented,  too, 
under  a  tariff  which  has  never  exceeded  the  limits  of 
the  strictest  modesty. 


ARCHIBALD     THOMSON    &    CO.,     Glasgow  Rope  "Works.         Office    and     Warehouse 
58,    Howard    Street,    Glasgow.       Works : — Shettleston,    near    Glasgow. 


One  of  the  oldest  houses  engaged  in  this  branch  of  pro- 
ductive industry  in  Glasgow  and  the  surrounding  dis- 
tricts is  that  of  Messrs.  Archibald  Thomson  &  Co., 
manufacturers  of  all  descriptions  of  hemp  ropes, 
cordage,  gaskins,  lines  and  twines,  &c,  besides  wire 
ropes  of  all  kinds  for  collieries,  ships,  &c,  whose  estab- 
lished position  in  the  trade  fully  merits  prominent 
recognition  in  these  records  of  the  commercial  progress 
of  Glasgow  and  its  Environments.  The  business  was 
originally  founded  in  1842  by  Mr.  Archibald  Thomson, 
and  has  since  that  date  been  constantly  extended  and 
developed  to  its  present  successful  proportions  by  the 
energy  and  enterprise  infused  into  the  management  by 
the  proprietors.  The  premises  occupied  by  Messrs. 
Thomson  include  spacious  offices  and  warehouse  at  58, 
Howard  Street,  Glasgow,  affording  ample  accommoda- 
tion for  the  administrative  departments  of  the  business, 
and  the  extensive  manufactory  known  as  the  Glasgow 
Rope  Works,  Shettleston.  The  latter  are  of  commodi- 
ous proportions,  comprising  three  rope  walks  or  "  rail- 
ways "  555  yards  in  length,  with  others  of  varying 
distances  ;  four  large  mills  fully  equipped  with  modern 
machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  wire  ropes  ;  and  ex- 
tensive accommodation  for  spinning  the  yarn  required 
for  rope  making.  The  remaining  portions  of  the  premises 
include  spacious  stores  for  the  raw  material  and  finished 
goods  and  engine  house  and  boiler  sheds,  steam  power 


being  supplied  throughout  the  works  by  two  powerful 
steam  engines  of  500  horse  power  each.  The  produc- 
tions of  the  firm  include  flat  ropes  of  the  best  Rhine, 
Italian,  and  Manilla  hemp;  ships'  cordage,  rope,  gaskins, 
cord,  &c.  ;  lines  and  twines,  wire  ropes,  cords,  strands, 
conductors  and  guides,  and  the  leading  specialities  of 
the  house  in  driving  ropes.  The"  Hercules  ''  (registered) 
which  has  now  been  running  for  some  years,  is  ap- 
parently bound  to  supersede  many  of  the  other  makes 
of  driving  ropes,  where  firms  are  really  desirous  to  work 
with  a  first-class  article.  The  trade  of  the  firm  is  of 
world-wide  proportions,  Messrs.  Thomson's  connection 
embracing  the  leading  buyers  of  this  class  of  goods  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  at 
the  date  of  our  representative's  recent  visit  an  extensive 
order  for  Japan  was  in  course  of  completion  at  the 
works.  The  services  of  300  hands  are  employed  in  the 
various  departments,  and  an  efficient  stud  of  horses, 
lorries,  &c,  is  required  for  the  delivery  of  goods,  &c, 
the  whole  being  capably  conducted  under  the  controlling 
direction  of  the  principals,  every  detail  of  the  manage- 
ment displaying  administrative  ability  of  the  highest 
order,  so  essential  for  the  successful  carrying  out  of  an 
undertaking  of  this  magnitude  and  importance.  In 
conclusion  we  may  add  that  the  telegraphic  address  of 
the  firm  is  "Thomson,  Glasgow,"  and  their  telephone 
number  548. 
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ANDREW    SHARPE,    Manufacturer   of    Brass    and   Iron  Bedsteads,    Copying  Presses,    and 
Perambulators,    Campbellfield    Street,    off    Gallowgate,    Glasgow. 


There  are  few  branches  of  industrial  activity  in  this 
district  surpassing  in  importance  the  manufacture  of 
brass  and  iron  bedsteads,  etc.,  as  represented  by  the 
old-established  house  of  Mr.  Andrew  Sharp,  to  which 
we  have  pleasure  in  directing  the  attention  of  our 
readers.  This  successful  business  was  founded  by 
Mr.  Sharp  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  has,  by  the 
energy  and  enterprise  infused  into  the  management  of 
the  proprietor,  attained  its  present  magnitude  and 
importance.  The  premises  occupied  by  this  gentleman 
are  situated  in  Campbellfield  Street,  off  Gallowgate, 
and  comprise  a  handsome  building  of  three  flats,  having 
extensive  frontages  to  that  thoroughfare  of  60  yards, 
Elgin  Street,  75  yards,  and  Rochester  Street,  45  yards, 
the  whole  forming  a  large  and  conveniently  arranged 
manufactory.  The  works  are  fitted  with  approved 
plant  and  machinery  for  facilitating  the  various  pro- 
cesses of  production,  and  employ  the  services  of  a  large 
number    of  skilled   hands  in  the  several  departments. 


The  goods  manufactured  by  Mr.  Sharp  include  every 
description  of  brass  and  iron  bedsteads  in  all  the  newest 
designs ;  copying  presses  for  office  purposes ;  and 
perambulators  of  light  and  elegant  patterns.  These 
goods  are  of  the  most  superior  style  and  reliable  work- 
manship, and  are  in  steadily  sustained  demand  in  the 
home  and  foreign  markets  ;  the  connection  of  the  house 
embracing  the  leading  buyers  in  both  departments  of  the 
trade.  The  business  is  ably  controlled  under  the  personal 
direction  of  the  principal,  whose  thoroughly  practical 
knowledge  of  the  trade  is  evidenced  by  the  efficiency 
apparent  in  every  detail  of  the  management.  Mr. 
Sharp  is  widely  known  in  commercial  circles,  and 
evinces  his  practical  interest  in  matters  of  public 
importance  as  a  member  of  the  Baning  Parochial  Board, 
in  which  capacity  he  has,  for  some  time  past,  done  good 
service  to  the  ratepayers  of  the  district,  to  the  infinite 
satisfaction  of  all  classes  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


THOMAS    MURRAY    &    SON,    Publishers,    Wholesale    Booksellers,    and    Stationers, 

68,    Buchanan    Street,    Glasgow. 


A  very  interesting  example  of  continuous  and  un- 
interrupted commercial  development  in  Glasgow,  in 
connection  with  the  publishing  and  bookselling  business, 
is  afforded  by  the  important  and  widely  -  supported 
business  which,  for  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  century, 
has  recognised  Mr.  Thomas  Murray  as  its  founder. 
The  business,  established  in- 1820,  is  certainly  one  of  the 
oldest,  as  well  as  the  most  popular,  in  Glasgow,  and  it 
has  always  maintained  a  high-class  character  for  the 
excellency  of  the  work  it  has  accomplished  and  for  the 
value  of  the  literary  productions  which  emanate  from  its 
busily  active  press.  The  premises  occupied  by  the  firm 
in  Buchanan  Street  comprise  a  magnificent  shop,  having 
a  spacious  frontage  and  a  depth  of  some  90ft.  They  are 
fitted  throughout  with  elegant  appointments  in  ebony 
and  gold,  while  the  finest  of  showcases  are  appropriated 
to  the  display  of  a  large  and  attractive  stock.  The  most 
ample  space  is  afforded  for  the  storage  of  an  immense 
range  of  books,  the  wall  shelves  from  floor  to  ceiling 
being  literally  packed  to  repletion  with  all  the  most 
acceptable  literature  of  the  day.  The  resources  which 
Messrs.  Thomas  Murrw  and  Son  have  provided  for 
a  widespread  reading  public  are  duly  displayed  by 
means  of  the  Circulating  Library,  established  on  the 
principle  of  Mudie's,  in  1872,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
"  Glasgow  Reading  Club."  Another  department  of  the 
business  is  devoted  to  leather  goods,  of  which  there  is 
a  most  comprehensive  display.  The  department  of 
stationery  embraces  all  kinds  of  writingpapers,  envelopes, 
and  materials  for  the  use  of  the  school,  the  office,  and  the 
study,  and  buyers  anxious  to  possess  the  most  elegant 
novelties  in  writing  material  would  do  well  to  visit  the 
firm's  splendid  emporium  before  making  their  purchases 
in  these  goods.  As  booksellers,  stationers,  and  dealers 
in  fancy  goods,  Messrs.  Murray  and  Son  have  engaged 
comprehensively  in  every  conceivable   branch  and  de- 


partment to  which  those  terms  may  properly  apply. 
The  stock  is  at  all  times  replenished  with  the  latest  and 
most  novel  productions  in  goods  alike  useful  and  orna- 
mental from  the  smallest  picture  frame  to  the  most 
elaborate  photographic  view  representative  of  the 
scenery  of  Scotland.  As  publishers,  Messrs.  Thomas 
Murray  and  Son  have  attained  a  position  which  has 
been  well  endorsed  by  the  consensus  of  cultured  opinion 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  United  King- 
dom, and  in  every  respect  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
the  firm's  business  fulfils  a  very  important  sphere  in  the 
daily  commerce  of  the  great  commercial  metropolis  of 
the  Kingdom.  The  personnel  of  the  firm  at  the  present 
time  is  confined  exclusively  to  J.  H.  Gibson,  Esq.,  a 
gentleman  who  joined  Mr.  William  Murray  in  1874.  It 
may  be  mentioned  that  Mr.  Thomas  Murray,  the 
founder  of  the  business,  retired  from  the  concern  in  1864, 
and,  to  the  unspeakable  regret  of  a  large  circle  of 
friends  in  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  he  died  twenty  years 
later.  Mr.  Gibson,  partly  at  the  earnest  request  of  his 
late  partner  and  partly  from  a  sense  of  the  value  which 
attaches  to  the  conservation  of  old  and  honoured  mer- 
cantile designations,  still  continues  to  retain  the  old 
firm-style,  a  course  which  will  assuredly  meet  the 
approval  of  all  the  elite  of  Glasgow,  whose  patronage  the 
house  has  so  long  enjoyed.  Mr.  Gibson  is  a  gentleman 
who  is  alike  well  known  and  deservedly  respected  outside 
business  circles.  A  large  share  of  the  popularity  which 
the  firm  undoubtedly  enjoys  results  from  his  highly 
efficient  administration;  and,  possessing  every  qualifica- 
tion of  practical  skill  and  long  experience,  his  personal 
courtesy  and  untiring  efforts  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  firm's  clientele  have  secured  for  the  house  he  repre- 
sents a  notable  measure  of  appreciation  and  commercial 
support. 


212 


Commercial    Glasgow. 


JAMES    DALY    &    CO.,    General    Drapers    and    Outfitters,    Tron    House, 
60 — 68,    Trongate,    Glasgow. 


Glasgow  affords  few  more  notable  examples  of  what 
can  be  achieved  in  the  industrial  domain  by  well-directed 
enterprise  and  indomitable  perseverance  than  is  afforded 
by  the  well-known  firm  of  drapers  and  outfitters,  Messrs. 
James  Daly  and  Co.,  of  the  Tron  House,  Trongate. 
Its  career,  from  the  date  of  its  inception  in  1846,  has 
been  one  unbroken  record  of  prosperity  and  progress, 
and  it  cannot  fail  at  the  present  day  to  be  a  gratifying 
subject  of  contemplation  to  Mr.  James  Daly,  sen.,  the 
founder  of  the  establishment,  that  he  has  succeeded  so 
conspicuously  in  creating  a  business  that  is  so  unques- 


commanding  windows  on  the  ground  floor.  Entering 
the  premises  from  the  Trongate,  the  ribbon,  lace,  and 
flower  departments  first  attract  attention.  All  leading 
styles  and  newest  varieties  in  shade  and  pattern  of 
ribbon  are  abundantly  en  evidence.  The  display  of  lace 
reveals  some  very  superior  material  and  some  exquisitely 
old  patterns.  In  flowers  there  is  an  endless  variety, 
many  of  the  specimens  displayed  possessing  remarkable 
features  of  resemblance  to  their  natural  prototypes.  In 
the  feather  department  a  great  variety  is  displayed ; 
while  in  the  adjoining  sections,  devoted  to  silk  scarves 
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tionably  a  great  factor  in  the  commercial  system  of 
Glasgow.  The  foundations  of  the  business  were  laid 
at  No.  96,  Trongate,  in  premises  which  were  known  to 
ancient  Glaswegians  as  "  Mein's  Hotel,"  and  now  occu- 
pied by  a  branch  establishment  of  the  Clydesdale  Bank- 
ing Company.  The  present  premises  of  the  firm  are  of 
very  great  magnitude  and  rare  attractiveness.  We  do 
not  recollect  in  the  Scottish  kingdom  a  more  elaborate 
specimen  of  pure  Scottish  Baronial  devoted  to  business 
purposes  than  the  splendid  corner  presents.  The  entire 
structure  is  in  admirable  keeping,  and  renders  the 
establishment  one  of  great  architectural  attractiveness, 
the  effect  of  which  is  greatly  enhanced  by  the  magnifi- 
cent   display  of  goods    shown  in   the  eleven    lofty  and 


and  embroideries,  all  the  items  presented  are  charac- 
terised by  admirable  taste  in  selection  and  excellence  of 
material.  Passing  over  the  boot  and  shoe  department, 
which  contains  a  most  comprehensive  assortment  of 
goods,  we  pass  to  the  domestic  and  household  drapery 
sections,  and  here  will  be  found  an  unsurpassed  stock  of 
bleached  and  unbleached  cottons,  napery,  English  and 
Scotch  blankets,  iron  bedsteads,  bedding,  quilts,  cur- 
tains, and  other  furnishing  requisites  of  the  household. 
The  hosiery,  glove,  shirt,  and  umbrella  departments  also 
well  merit  notice  by  reason  of  the  superior  character  of 
the  goods  displayed,  but  as  it  is  impossible  within  the 
limits  at  our  disposal  to  enter  minutely  into  a  detailed 
review   of    their  several  excellences,  we   must  pass  to 
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other    departments.       Proceeding    by   the    magnificent 
staircase  to  the  first  floor,  we  enter  the  millinery,  dress, 
costume,  and  mantle  departments.     The  floor  is  exqui- 
sitely carpeted   with  a  fine  Brussels;  the   fittings    and 
appointments  are  of  elegant    design,  an    abundance  of 
mirrors  reflecting  the  light    which  a   score  of  windows 
admits  to   the  splendid  saloon.     These  showrooms  are 
unsurpassed  in  Glasgow  either  in  respect  of  commodi- 
ousness  or  elegance  of  appointment,  and  the  firm  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  splendid  facilities  that  are  afforded 
for  the  most  advantageous  display  of  the  various  speciali- 
ties appertaining  to  this  department.       In  the  important 
sections  of  dressmaking,  mantle  making,  and  millinery, 
Messrs.    James    Daly    and     Co.    possess    a  reputation 
that    is  the   outcome  of  long  years   of  experience  and 
excellent  achievement.      They  illustrate  every  style  and 
fashion  of  the  day  with   the  practical  skill  and  faultless 
taste  of  a  firm  versed  in  every  essential  feature  of  an 
artistic  trade,  and  their  exhibit  of  new  designs  in  dresses, 
mantles,   jackets,  ulsters,    dolmans,    hats,    and  bonnets 
embraces  for  each  season  of  the  year  productions  that 
cannot  be  excelled  in  grace,  elegance,  fineness  of  mate- 
rial,   or  perfection   of    workmanship    and  finish.       The 
gentlemen's    tailoring    department   is  also  one  of  very 
great    magnitude    and    importance.       In    the    bespoke 
section  will  be  found  a  splendid  assortment  of  Scotch 
and  English  tweeds  in  all  the  newest  shades   and  pat- 
terns.    Meltons,  Vienna  cloths,  and  superfine  West  of 
England  wool-dyed  cloths  form  a   complete  stock  un- 
surpassed in   excellence  and  variety  by  any    house  in 
the  trade.      The  ready-made  men's  and  boys'    clothing 
department   is   replete   with   all   the   newest    and  most 


approved  styles  and  patterns,  and  deservedly  receives  a 
large  patronage  not  only  in  Glasgow,  but  from  customers 
in  all  parts  of  Western  Scotland.     The  workrooms  are 
situated  on  the  third  floor,  and  it  would   be  impossible 
to  speak  too  highly  of  the  admirable  manner  in  which 
the  firm  have  provided  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
immense   staff  of   workpeople    employed.      The  entire 
concern    affords    occupation    to    between  150  and  200 
hands,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  between  these  and 
the  executive  of  the  establishment  the  most  harmonious 
re  ations    exist.     Indeed,    it    is  generally   admitted   in 
Glasgow   that  no  house  in  the  drapery  trade  has  done 
more    to  ameliorate  the  conditions  of   their  employees 
and  to  render  their  hours  of  toil  happy  and  contented 
than  has  the  firm    under  review,  the    inevitable  result 
being  an  attached  body  of  workers  who  strive  by  extra 
efficiency  to   express    their    appreciation   of   their  em 
ployers'  liberality  and  consideration.      We  may  mention 
that .the  personnel  of  the  firm  at  the  present  time  consists 
of  the  founder  s  son  Mr.  James  Daly,  jun.,  who  is  too  in- 
timately known  both  to  Glasgow  commercial  circles  and 
the  local  public  generally  to  need  any  eulogy  in   these 
pages  ;  suffice  it  to  say  they  possess,  individually  and 
collectively,  just    those  qualities  which  are  best  calcu 
lated  to  maintain,  augment,  and  enhance  the  volume 
character,    and    value   of  a  splendid  connection  which 
extends  over  all   parts  of  the  Scottish  kingdom.     We 
should    desire    here  to  share  in  the  popular    feeling  of 
genuine  esteem  for  the  founder  of  the  great  establish 
ment,  and,  wishing  him   many  years  of  continuous  suc- 
cess, venture  to  express  the  respectful  opinion  that  no 
man  in  Glasgow  more  thoroughly  deserves  it. 


GRANT,    SOMERVILLE,    &    Co.,    Manu 

16,    South   Frederick  Street,  Glasgow 

The  important  manufacturing  house  of  Messrs.  Grant, 
Somerville,  &  Co.  has  acquired  a  position  of  com- 
mercial influence  and  distinction  among  the  several 
prosperous  concerns  engaged  in  the  representation  of 
Glasgow's  textile  industries  and  trade.  The  firm  com- 
mand the  favour  of  wholesale  connections  all  over  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  from  the  scope  and  magnitude  of 
their  foreign  trade  it  may  be  said  that  there  are  few 
parts  of  the  world  to  which  their  operations  have  not 
successfully  penetrated.  During  the  past  twenty  years 
Messrs.  Grant,  Somerville,  &  Co.  have  assiduously 
devoted  themselves  to  the  furtherance  and  improvement 
of  the  branch  of  work  with  which  their  name  is  so 
widely  identified,  and  the  pursuance  of  this  commend- 
able object  has  been  rewarded  by  a  success  that  finds 
daily  endorsement  in  the  demand  for  their  goods,  the 
vitality  of  their  business  in  Londonderry,  and '  the 
immense  accumulations  of  trade,  of  which  their  Glasgow 
and  London  houses  are  the  centres.  The  interests  of 
the  business  and  of  its  numerous  home  connections  are 
attended  to  by  a  staff  of  a  dozen  travellers,  and  the 
growing  character  of  the  trade  is  testified  in  the  busy 
industrial  activity  of  their  three  factories  and  the  rapid 
disposal  of  their  aggregate  output.  The  Londonderry 
works  afford  employment  for  some  two  hundred  work 
hands,  while  considerably  more  are  necessitated  for  the 
requirements  of  each  of  their  Glasgow  and  Govan  fac- 


facturers    of    Shirtings,    Shirts,    Slops,    &c., 

Telegraphic  address,   "  Grant,  Glasgow." 

tories.  The  Glasgow  factory  and  warehouse  is  a  lofty 
six-storey  structure  embodying  all  the  latest  mechanical 
facilities  and  a  splendid  service  of  steam  power  and 
the  whole  premises  are  central  and  accessible  from  all 
points  of  view,  being  opposite  the  General  Post  Office 
In  the  warehouse  alone  the  firm  employ  a  staff  of  about 
50  hands,  and  attentive  service  is  thus  fully  rendered 
to  the  requirements  of  a  large  home  and  foreign  clientele. 
Through  the  medium  of  the  London  depot  the  firm 
maintain  an  extensive  export  trade,  principally  to 
Australia,  the  Cape,  and  India,  while  the  home  trade  is 
capably  and  energetically  provided  for,  and  there  are 
tew  wholesale  houses  in  which  the  firm's  fabrics  are  not 
in  constant  and  imperative  requisition.  The  sole 
partner  of  the  firm  and  the  sole  director  of  its  many 
accumulated  interests  is  Mr.  A.  B.  Grant,  a  gentleman 
well  known  in  the  City  and  in  social  as  well  as  com- 
mercial circles.  His  name  is  largely  associated  with 
Volunteering,  and,  holding  commission  as  Colonel  of  the 
1st  Lanarkshire  Artibery,  he  has  earned  the  regard  and 
estimation  of  his  coadjutors  for  his  zealous  efforts 
towards  promoting  the  stability  and  efficiency  of  tint 
branch  of  the  local  auxiliary  forces  ;  and  he  has  of  late 
been  more  particularly  identified  with  the  new  departure 
of  Field  Artillery,  of  which  he  commands  the  Glasgow 
Brigade  Division.  ° 
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ALBANY    ACADEMY,    44,    Cumberland    Street    West    (off    Woodlands    Road). 

Mr.    James    N.    McRaith,    Head    Master. 


It  can  hardly  be  matter  for  great  surprise  that,  as  a 
rule,  our  Private  Schools  have  not  been  able  very 
successfully  to  compete  with  the  School  Board  either  in 
respect  to  the  accommodation  provided  or  the  instruc- 
tion given. 

There  are,  however,  a  few  exceptions  to  this  rule, 
and  conspicuous  amongst  these  is  the  Albany 
Academy,  so  pleasantly  situated  off  Woodlands  Road 
at  44,  Cumberland  Street,  West. 

For  a  time,  perhaps,  it  shared,  with  all  similar 
institutions,  in  the  general  decrease  in  attendance,  but 
so  firmly  was  this  school  rooted  in  the  public  esteem, 
so  noted  had  it  become  for  the  high-class  character 
of  its  teaching  and  excellence  of  its  results,  and  so  many 
were  the  advantages  it  had  to  offer  in  the  shape  of 
accommodation  and  apparatus,  that  a  reaction  soon  set 
in,  and  the  Albany  Academy,  under  the  able 
management  of  Mr.  James  N.  McRaith,  the 
much-respected  head  master,  enjoys  to-day  a  very 
large  and  gratifying  measure  of  popular  patronage  and 
support. 

The  building  is  a  very  noble,  commanding-looking 
structure,  and,  having  been  specially  erected  for  educa- 
tional purposes,  is  provided  with  everything  calculated 
to  render  it  an  institution  of  the  highest  class.  The 
class-rooms  are  large  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
pupils  to  which  each  class  is  limited,  and  are  heated  and 
ventilated  on  the  most  approved  principles.  The 
sanitary  arrangements  have  been  most  carefully 
attended  to  and  all  that  science  and  skill  could  suggest 
done  to  ensure  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  boys 
whilst  attending  the  school.  Attached  to  the  school 
premises  there  is  a  large  playground,  and,  that  the 
pupils'  recreation  may  not  be  interfered  with  through 
wet  or  inclement  weather,  a  large  play  hall  has  been 
provided  and  suitably  furnished.  A  field  has  also  been 
secured  at  Anniesland  for  the  use  of  those  pupils  who 
may  wish  to  play  football,  cricket,  lawn  tennis,  &c,  and 
such  arrangements  are  made  as  secure  that  there  shall 
be  no  undue  interference  with  the  regular  work  of  the 
class-room.  At  such  times  the  boys  are  always  accom- 
panied by  one  of  the  masters. 

The  course  of  study  is  a  very  full  and  comprehen- 
sive one  and  is  designed  to  give  the  boys  a  complete 
and  thorough  training  in  those  subjects  which  now  go 
to  form  what  is  called  a  liberal  education.  The  curri- 
culum extends  over  ten  years  and  embraces  an  elemen- 
tary and  a  secondary  course  of  instruction.  In  the  first 
course  great  care  is  taken  to  secure  a  thorough  mastery 
of  the  English  language.  The  pupils,  besides  being 
drilled  in  spelling  and  pronunciation,  are  from  the 
earliest  stages  taught  the  meaning  of  the  various  words 
and  phrases  employed  in  the  lesson,  and  are  thus  trained 


to  read  with  intelligence  and  expression.  Mr.  McRaith 
has  this  department  under  his  immediate  superinten- 
dence and  manifests  remarkable  ability  in  stimulating 
and  maintaining  the  pupils'  interest  in  their  work. 
Writing  is  begun  at  an  early  stage  and  very  special 
attention  paid  to  the  formation  of  a  good  style.  Mr.  J. 
Mclntyre  has  charge  of  this  department,  and  is  to  be 
congratulated  upon  the  success  which  has  invariably 
attended  his  efforts.  Arithmetic  is  carefully  taught  and 
its  principles  explained,  so  far  as  they  can  be,  to  the 
understanding  of  the  smaller  boys.  Special  prominence 
is  given  to  the  four  simple  rules  so  that  a  sound  basis  may 
be  laid  for  the  teaching  of  the  higher  branches.  Mr. 
McRaith  has  been  fortunate  enough  in  securing  for  the 
mathematical  department  in  both  courses  the  valuable  ser- 
vices of  Messrs.  R.  McDougall  and  D.  Jack.  In  the 
secondary  or  higher  course  the  pupils  receive  a  training 
calculated  to  fit  them  for  prosecuting  with  advantage  their 
studies  at  the  University,  or  for  entering  at  once  upon 
the  duties  of  a  mercantile  life.  By  confining  attention  to 
a  limited  number  of  branches,  selecting  only  such  as  are 
admitted  to  be  of  the  highest  importance,  and  placing 
each  under  the  charge  of  a  gentleman  who  has  made  it 
a  speciality,  the  pupils  are  enabled  to  carry  on  their 
studies  under  the  most  favourable  conditions.  Amongst 
such  selected  subjects  Latin  and  Greek  occupy  a  pro- 
minent place  not  only  on  account  of  their  own  intrinsic 
value,  but  because  of  their  great  usefulness  as  exponents 
of  the  English  language  and  value  in  the  acquisition  of 
many  modern  languages.  French  also  receives  a  large 
share  of  attention,  as  being,  on  the  whole,  the  most 
generally  useful  of  modern  languages ;  and  German, 
which,  according  to  the  curriculum  of  the  school,  is 
reserved  until  a  later  stage,  can,  if  so  desired,  receive 
equal  attention  with  French.  The  higher  departments 
of  Mathematics  are  also  very  carefully  and  fully  studied, 
and  for  pupils  going  direct  from  school  to  business,  a 
special  course  has  been  provided  for  the  purpose  of 
acquainting  them  with  the  various  forms  and  calcula- 
tions in  actual  use  among  merchants  at  present.  Draw- 
ing, Shorthand,  and  other  subjects  are  taken  up  in 
different  classes,  the  whole  forming  one  of  the  most 
complete  and  thorough  courses  of  instruction  possible, 
and  it  must  be  a  source  of  gratification  to  all  interested 
in  the  true  well-being  of  the  Academy  to  know  that  so 
many  of  its  former  pupils  have  taken  good  places  at  the 
University  and  are  filling  with  credit  positions  of 
responsibility  in  the  professional  and  mercantile  worlds 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

At  present  there  are  about  200  boys  attending  the 
school,  and,  for  the  convenience  of  those  who 
come  from  a  distance,  luncheon  is  provided  on  the 
premises. 
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ROWAN    &    CO.,  Boys'  Outfitters  and  Merchant  Tailors,  104,  Argyle  Street,  Glasgow. 


•A  specially  important  department  of  commercial  activity 
is  represented  in  Glasgow  by  the  eminent  firm  of 
Messrs.  Rowan  &  Co.,  the  well  known  Boys' Outfitters 
and  Merchant  Tailors,  whose  popular  establishment  at 
104,  Argyle  street,  forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  features 
of  that  leading  thoroughfare  of  the  City.  The  business 
is  of  very  old  standing  having  been  established  as  far 
back  as  1846,  by  Messrs. 
Macintosh  &  Fleming,  from 
whom  it  was  acquired  seve- 
ral years  ago  by  the  present 
proprietors.  The  premises 
occupied  by  Messrs.  Rowan 
in  Argyle  Street,  are  of  noble 
proportions,  having  bsen 
entirely  re-modelled  and  re- 
built at  considerable  cost 
about  eight  years  since,  and 
now  present  one  of  the 
handsomest  and  most  com- 
modious business  establish- 
ments in  the  provinces.  Tb.2 
exterior  is  designed  with  ar- 
tistic taste,  the  magnificent 
facade  forming  a  specially 
noteworthy  feature  of  the 
building,  and  with  the 
extensive  frontage  of  bril- 
liant plate  glass  reflects  the 
highest  credit  on  the  build- 
er's and  architect's  skill. 
The  interior  is  of  spacious 
proportions  and  is  fitted 
throughout  in  recherche  style, 
presenting  every  facility  for 
the  effective  display  of  the 
high-class  goods  submitted 
for  inspection.  The  stock 
is  of  infinite  variety,  com- 
prising an  admirably  selec- 
ted assortment  of  the  finest 
quality  of  new  season's  pat- 
terns in  Scotch,  English, 
and  Harris  tweeds,  West  of 
England,  Melton  and  York- 
shire cloths  ,and  other  fash- 
ionable materials  for  gen- 
tlemen's and  youths'  suitings,  coatings,  trouserings,  &c. 
The  outfitting  department  shows  a  high-class  selection  of 
dressing  gowns  and  umbrellas  ;  shirts  in  wool,  white 
and  French  regattas  ;  gloves,  ties,  scarfs  of  the  most 
superior  quality,  selected  for  this  trade  from  the  leading 
English  and  Continental  manufacturers,  and  unequalled 
for  uniform  excellence  by  any  other  house  in  Scotland. 


Messrs.  Rowan  have  cultivated  with  conspicuous  success 
a  special  line  in  Boys'  and  Youth's  clothing,  possessing 
for  this  purpose  unrivalled  facilities  and  resources,  they 
are  enabled  to  supply  Boys'  and  Youth's  complete 
outfits  for  Schools  and  Colleges  in  all  the  newest  styles, 
and  of  unexceptional  cut,  material,  and  workmanship. 
It    is   necessary    in    connection    with    this    department 

to  disabuse  the  minds  of 
parents  and  guardians  of 
the  idea  that  what  are 
called  the  Appointed  Out- 
fitters in  certain  public 
educational  establishments 
aie  the  only  merchants  per- 
mitted to  supply  scholars' 
outfits.  That  thisideaisfal- 
lacious  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  Messrs.  Rowan 
have  for  a  considerable 
period  supplied  complete 
outfits  to  most  of  the  prin- 
cipal schools  and  colleges 
throughout  the  country,  of 
which  we  may  instance 
"Blair  Lodge,"  "Stanley 
House,"  "Lorretto,"  and 
many  other  High  Scholas- 
tic Institutions  in  the  King- 
dom. 

In  the  shirt  and  collar 
department  we  may  single 
out  for  distinction  Messrs. 
Rowan's  leading  speciality 
in  their  "  perfect  fitting  " 
shirt,  which  amply  justifies 
its  title  by  its  superior  com- 
fort in  wear,  and  the  wide- 
spread and  increasing  pop- 
ularity it  has  attained,  as 
evidenced  by  the  constantly 
developing  demand  for 
these  admirably  made  gar- 
ments. The  services  of  an 
efficient  staff  of  first-class 
experienced  cutters  and 
skilled  workmen  are  em- 
ployed on  the  premises, 
spacious,  well  ventilated,  and  sanitarily  perfect  workrooms 
being  provided  by  the  firm.  All  ordered  goods  are  made 
on  the  premises,  and  no  female  labour  is  employed,  and 
the  most  careful  supervision  is  exercised  in  order  to 
ensure  that  uniform  quality  and  style  which  have  always 
formed  the  prevailing  characteristics  of  the  productions 
of  this  widely  patronised  establishment. 


J.  &  E.  CRUICKSHANK,  Wholesale  Stationers,  South  Portland  Street,  Glasgow. 


The  fine  old  business  of  Wholesale  and  Export  Sta- 
tioners, carried  on  by  Messrs.  J.  &  E.  Cruickshank, 
at  Nos.  15,  17,  and  19,  South  Portland  Street,  was 
established  in  the  year  1876  by  the  present  members  of 
the  firm,   and,   under  their  efficient   management,   has 


been  successfully  continued  up  to  the  present  date. 
The  handsome  premises  occupied,  comprising  three 
commodious  flats,  have  a  street  frontage  of  over  thirty 
feet,  with  magnificent   plate  glass   windows   extending 

The  interior  is 


the  whole  length  of   the  warehouse. 
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admirably  appointed,  the  ground  floor  consisting  of  a 
spacious  room,  thirty  feet  by  twenty,  and  fitted  up  after 
the  most  approved  fashion  with  counters  and  shelves, 
etc.,  of  the  most  appropriate  kind  and  thoroughly  suited 
to  the  business  carried  on.  These  are  filled  with  a 
large  and  valuable  stock  of  high-class  papers,  the 
several  other  rooms  in  Messrs.  Cruickshank's  very  con- 
siderable establishment  also  being  heavily  stocked  with 
a  varied  assortment  of  papers  of  all  kinds  and  for  all 
purposes. 

The    firm    enjoy  a   wide    and    influential   business 
throughout  the  various  parts  of  England  and  Scotland, 


and  do  a  large  export  trade  in  all  kinds  of  stationery. 
The  extensive  patronage  accorded  them  for  some  years 
past  enables  them  to  employ  a  numerous  and  efficient 
staff,  by  which  the  work  of  the  various  departments  is 
executed  with  promptitude  and  in  a  thoroughly  prac- 
tical and  business-like  manner.  The  Messrs.  Cruick- 
shank  are  gentlemen  well  known  and  highly  respected 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  are  perfectly  deserving  of 
the  success  which  has  attended  their  united  efforts  in 
performing  the  arduous  duties  of  their  ever-growing 
and  popular  business. 


MR.  JOHN   MONTGOMERIE,    Family    Baker  and  Confectioner, 
361,  Dumbarton  Road,  Partick,  Glasgow. 


The     business    of    bread    baking    has    of    late    years 
been  revolutionised,  and  the  baker  is  expected  not  only 
to  supply  an  article  which  is  pure  and  wholesome,  but 
one  which  shall  be  a  distinct  advance,  in  every  respect, 
upon    what    people   were    accustomed   to    in  the   past. 
Establishments   which   do  not   conform    to   these   very 
exacting   demands — demands  which    would   have   been 
deemed  preposterous  by  the  tradesmen  of  former  times 
— are  liable  to  go  to  the  wall  and   to  be  superseded   by 
others  managed  upon  what  may  be  regarded  as  nothing 
short   of  scientific  principles.     After    all,    this    is    only 
right   and  proper,  for,   surely,  if  there   is  one   business 
more   than    another   which    should    be    efficiently    and 
intelligently    conducted,    one    in    which    the    greatest 
degree   of  perfection   should  be   attained,  one  in  which 
educated   skill  should   be  exercised,  it  is  in  the  produc- 
tion   of  the    people's    principal   food.     Instead    of   the 
heavy,  indigestible  bread  with  which,  a  generation  ago, 
people  were  fain  to   be  content,  we   have   now  a  choice 
of  many  varieties,   some  of  them  excellent,  whether  as 
regards  wholesomeness,  palatableness,  or  nutritive  value. 
In  these  high  pressure  days,  however,   there  are   many 
persons  who  cannot  assimilate  with   comfort  even  the 
best  kinds  of  ordinary  bread,  and,  for  their  benefit,  the 
most  progressive  bakers  have,  with  the  aid  of  the  best 
chemical  skill,  essayed  fresh  combinations  calculated  to 
afford  the   maximum  of  nutriment  and   the  minimum  of 
digestive  effort. 

Most  notable  amongst  these  modern  products  are 
the  Malt  Bread,  Biscuits,  and  Rusks  made  by  Mr.  John 
Montgomerie,  of  361,  Dumbarton  Road,  Partick, 
Glasgow.  Malt,  as  most  people  are  aware,  has  now 
become  the  fashionable  remedy  for  various  forms  of 
dyspepsia,  but,  as  prescribed  and  dispensed,  it  does  not 
suit  everybody.  Possessed,  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  of 
valuable  digestive  properties,  by  reason  of  its  chemical 
action  upon  farinaceous  food,  the  problem  arises,  how 
can  it  be  most  conveniently  administered,  and  how 
can  its  specific  action  be  made  most  potent  ?  This 
difficulty  has  been  most  ingeniously  solved  by  Mr.  John 
Montgomerie.  For  instead  of  the  malt  being  a  medici- 
nal adjunct  to  breadstuffs,  it  is  combined  with  these  in 
the  process  of  manufacture.  Of  course  it  is  no  easy 
matter  to  effect  that  combination  in  the  best  possible 
way,  but  Mr.  Montgomerie  has  done  it.  In  the  manu- 
acture  of  his  Malt  Digestive  Bread,  Biscuits,  and 
Rusks  he  uses  Paterson's  Extract  of  Malt,  which,  being 


allowed   to  work  upon  the  starchy  ingredients   of  the 
wheat    flour  before   the   bread  is   fired,  results  in   the 
formation  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  dextrine.     Here, 
then,  we  have  what  is   indeed  a  boon  and  a  blessing  to 
dyspeptics,  and  which,  moreover,  cannot  but  be  of  great 
benefit  to  persons  who  are  lucky   enough  to  boast  that 
they   have   never    had    a    day's   illness    or    incurred    a 
doctor's   bill   in   the   whole   course  of  their  lives.     Mr. 
Montgomery's  invention  has  become  famous.     From 
the   Princess   Christian  he,  four  years   ago,  received  a 
testimonial  speaking  in  the  highest  terms  of  his  Diges- 
tive   Malt     Bread,    etc.,    and    at    the    great    Industrial 
Exhibitions  lie  has  been  remarkably  successful.     At  the 
Edinburgh   Exhibition   of  1886,    for    example,    he   was 
awarded  a  prize  medal.     In  the   same  year  he  obtained 
the  highest   award  at  the  York  Health  Exhibition — a 
certificate  of  merit  by  the  Sanitary  and  Health  Institute 
of   Great    Britain — for    Infants'    Rusks    and    Nursery 
Biscuits,  after  a  practical  test   by  the  judges.     At  the 
Exhibition  held  in   his  own   city  in    1886-7,   he  had  a 
gold  medal   conferred  upon  him  in  recognition  of  the 
great    merit    attaching   to    his    invention.     This    is    a 
remarkable  record  of  success  achieved,  and  it  indicates 
that  Mr.  Montgomerie  has  admittedly  solved  one  of  the 
greatest  problems  of  the  age.     Another  speciality  is  his 
Wheaten   Bread,  made  on  the   best  hygienic   principles 
and  approved,  therefore,  by  all  food  reformers  to  whom 
it    has   been    submitted.       A    man    who   displays   such 
enterprise,   skill,  and  intelligence,  a  man  who  has  trans- 
formed what  was  formerly  a  very  common-place  industry 
into  one  conducted  on  the   best  scientific  principles,  is 
bound  to  come  to  the   front,   and  during  the  six  years 
Mr.  Montgomerie   has   been  established  at  Dumbarton 
Road,  Partick,  his  business  has  developed  at  a  remark- 
able rate.     His  premises  there  consist  of  a  large  double 
shop,  in  all  respects  very   attractive,  extending  a   long 
way  to  the   rear  and  backed  by  the  bakehouse,  which  is 
a    model   for    imitation    as    regards    its    appointments, 
roominess,  and  cleanliness.     The  bakehouse   and  ovens 
are  built   and  fitted  up   in  the  most   modern   styles  for 
the  baking  of  all  plain  and  fancy  breads.     Already,  Mr. 
Montgomery's  business  is  one  of  the  most  thriving  in 
the    western    district    of    Glasgow,    and    there    seems 
no  likelihood  of  its  persistent  expansion  being  checked, 
so  long  as  he  continues  not  only  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
times,  but  to  lead  as  he  has  done  so  far. 
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ALEXANDER  GRANT  &  CO.,  Cabinet    Makers  and  Upholsterers,    Bedding   Manufacturers, 
Iron  Bedstead  and  Carpet  Factors.      Show  Rooms  :    54,  Great  Clyde  Street,  Glasgow. 


For  forty  years  the  firm  of  Alexander  Grant  &  Co. 
have  held  an  honourable  place  in  the  furniture  making 
and  house  furnishing  trade.  The  business  was  origin- 
ally founded  by  the  late  Alexander  Grant,  and  is  now 
the  property  of  his  widow.  The  large  and  handsome 
warehouse  of  the  firm  is  quite  a  feature  of  Great  Clyde 
Street,  and  displays  a  very  attractive  frontage.  Two 
large  bays,  separated  by  the  spacious  main  entrance, 
are  thrown  forward  on  the  first  storey  ;  and  as  they  are 
entirely  filled  in  with  plate-glass,  the  facilities  for  display 
are  unique.  The  main  shop  and  the  flats  above  are 
also  utilized  for  purposes  of  display,  and  are  very 
handsomely  appointed.  The  stock  includes  an  im- 
mense variety  of  furniture  and  house  furnishings  of 
every  kind.  Thus  there  are  shown  rich  dining  room 
suites,  drawing  room  suites  of  the  handsomest  design 
and  most  elegant  upholstery,  parlour  suites  redolent  of 
comfort  and  home-like-ness,  bedroom  suites  in  various 
materials,  wardrobes  in  walnut,  mahogany,  ash  and 
pitch  pine  (a  speciality  of  the  house),  cabinets  and 
cheffonieres  of  elegant  design,  sideboards,  sofas, 
couches,  easy  chairs,  telescope  tables,  centre, 
window,    and    occasional    tables,    book    cases,    what- 


nots, piano  stools,  mirrors,  overmantels,  dressing 
glasses,  and  every  kind  of  useful  or  artistic  household 
equipment.  The  furnishings  also  display  great 
variety,  and  comprise  toilet  tables,  washstands,  chairs, 
towel-rails,  brass  and  iron  bedsteads,  spring,  hair,  wool, 
and  straw  mattresses,  wool  beds,  drawers,  and  similar 
articles  from  the  richest  to  the  plainest.  There  is  also 
a  complete  selection  of  carpets,  rugs,  linoleums,  and 
oil-cloths.  The  high  quality  and  finish  of  all  the  goods 
at  once  strike  the  visitor  ;  and  this  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  they  are  almost  entirely  of  the  firm's  own 
manufacture.  Their  workshops  are  among  the  most 
celebrated  in  the  City,  and  comprise  six  flats  of  large 
extent,  occupying  Nos.  1  to  9,  Fox  Street.  Here  a 
special  staff,  aided  by  the  best  appliances,  are  busily 
engaged,  under  able  supervision,  in  turning  out  all 
classes  of  house  furnishing,  of  that  genuine  excellence 
which  has  long  distinguished  Scotch  manufacture  in  this 
line.  We  need  not  say  that  such  an  old  and  reputable 
firm  enjoys  a  splendid  and  highly  representative  patron- 
age. Its  whole  administration  reflects  the  highest 
credit  on  its  management,  and  tends  to  still  further 
enhance  its  highly  merited  and  widespread  reputation. 


WILLIAM     ROBERTSON,     Fishin 

5,    Bothwell 

Very  numerous  must  be  the  disciples  of  Izaak  Walton 
who  repair  to  Mr.  Robertson  for  their  tackle,  to  enable 
him  to  carry  on  this  extensive  business  since  its  estab- 
lishment nine  years  ago,  and  of  which  he  is  the  sole 
proprietor.  The  premises  in  Bothwell  Street  comprise 
a  large  shop  extending  about  eighty  feet  back,  having  a 
spacious  window  dressed  with  rods,  flies,  lines,  &c.,and 
utilised  as  warehouse,  sale-room,  and  counting  house  ; 
and  in  addition  to  this  there  are  a  sunk  fiat  workshop  and 
stores.  Many  gunsmiths  combine  this  trade  with  their 
own,  but  Mr.  Robertson  finds  the  business  in  his  own 
particular  line  sufficiently  extensive  to  absorb  his  whole 
attention,  and  he  is  solely  a  manufacturer  of  fishing 
materials.  This  gentleman,  who  makes  a  specialty  of 
"  flies  "  of  all  kinds,  has  been  called  by  the  Field  "  the 
king  of  fly-dressers  in  that  district,"  and  he  offers  to  his 
customers  the  very  widest  choice  of  flies,  both  plain  and 
fancy,  suitable  for  all  the  rivers  and  lochs  of  Scotland, 
and  offering  themselves  as  such  tempting  morsels  that 
few  salmon  or  trout  are  able  to  resist  them.  Nothing 
better  can  be  made,  again,  than  his  three-yard  gut  cast- 


g    Tackle    Merchant    and    Manufacturer, 

Street,  Glasgow. 

lines,  and  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  an  editorial  note  says 
that  "  Dr.  Hamilton  used  Robertson's  '  Telarana  '  gut, 
and  is  delighted  with  it  ;  "  and  what  better  testimony  of 
its  excellence  can  be  brought  forward  than  this  ?  Mr. 
Robertson  will  tie  flies  to  pattern  on  the  shortest 
notice,  and  his  method  of  making  up  fly-casts  tests  the 
strength  of  the  gut  while  the  flies  are  being  attached. 
The  fisher  in  salt  water  will  likewise  find  in  this  estab- 
lishment every  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  his 
favourite  pastime.  Mr.  Robertson  has  succeeded  in 
securing  a  very  large  and  high-class  private  connection, 
and  also  works  largely  for  Angling  Clubs.  Strictly 
speaking,  his  is  mainly  a  local  trade,  but  he  has 
frequent  opportunities  of  exporting  his  goods  to  cus- 
tomers abroad.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  delight 
in  angling  in  the  famous  Loch  Leven,  Mr.  Robertson 
(who  is  a  Director  of  the  Loch  Leven  Angling  Associa- 
tion, Limited)  has  published,  at  the  low  price  of  if-,  an 
excellent  Angling  Map  of  that  lake,  showing  the  banks, 
and  depths,  and  favourite  drifts  ;  and  which,  especially 
for  strangers,  will  prove  a  valuable  and  reliable  guide. 


ROBERT    GIBSON,    Bookseller, 

Glasgow  has  been  for  generations  past  a  noted  centre 
of  intellectual  light  and  leading,  and  has  always 
held  out  an  encouraging  hand  to  the  twin  pursuits  of 
literature  and  art  of  which  so  many  of  our  chief  expo- 
nents have  made  its  universities  their  alma  matei . 
Amongst  the  establishments  devoted  to  the  supply  of 
the  constantly-increasing  demand  for  the  highest  and 
purest  forms  of  literature  we  have  pleasure  in  directing 
the  attention  of  our  readers  to  that  so  successfully  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Robert  Gibson,  who  has  for  the  past  five 
years   catered   with  critical   judgment  for  the  require- 


16,    Queen    Street,    Glasgow. 

ments  of  popular  taste.  The  establishment  is  centrally 
situated  at  16,  Queen  Street,  and  comprises  large  hand- 
some shop  facing  that  busy  thoroughfare.  The  premises 
are  replete  with  appropriate  appointments  and  possess 
every  convenience  for  the  trade,  extensive  bookshelves 
providing  accommodation  for  the  immense  stock  held 
by  the  proprietor.  This  includes  a  wide  selection 
ranging  over  every  field  of  literature,  and  embracing  the 
works  of  every  author  of  note  in  ancient  and  modern 
days,  which  the  limits  of  our  space  prevent  us  from 
enumerating  in  detail.     It  must  suffice  for  the  purposes 
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of  this  review  that  all  our  old  and  well-loved  com- 
panions of  our  youth  are  here  :  Dickens,  Scott, 
Thackeray,  and  all  the  popular  standard  authors,  to- 
gether with  the  latest  additions  to  the  roll  of  literary 
fame  ;  works  on  travel,  theology,  law,  philosophy,  art, 
sciences,  manufactures,  and  industries  ;  sports,  games, 
and  pastimes  ;  poultry,  pigeons,  and  rabbits  ;  birds, 
bees,  the  horse,  the  dog,  cattle,  and  a  multitude  of  other 
subjects  of  interest  to  some  section  of  the  hydra-headed 
public.  Mr.  Gibson  issues  a  very  comprehensive  and 
intelligently  -  compiled  catalogue  containing  a  most 
exhaustive  list  of  the  books  in   stock,  to  which  we  refer 


our  readers  for  further  information.  This  gentleman 
makes  a  special  feature  of  the  supply  of  school  books 
and  educational  literature  generally,  and  in  this  branch 
of  the  business  Mr.  Gibson  has  established  a  most  sub- 
stantial and  valuable  connection  with  many  of  the  lead- 
ing schools  and  scholastic  institutions  in  the  kingdom, 
for  which  the  services  of  an  adequate  staff  of  travellers 
are  employed.  The  establishment  is  also  widely 
patronised  by  the  general  public,  and  under  the  personal 
direction  of  the  principal  is  one  of  the  favourite  haunts 
of  the  lovers  of  books — whose  names  are  legion — in  the 
City  and  the  surrounding  districts. 


THE   LONDON     BOOT    COMPANY    (James    Cunningham),    162,    Hope    Street,    Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  numerous  high-class  trading  establish- 
ments for  which  the  City  of  Glasgow  is  conspicuous, 
due  prominence  must  be  assigned  to  the  leading  house 
conducted  with  marked  success  by  Mr.  James  Cunning- 
ham under  the  style  of  the  "  London  Boot  Company," 
at  162,  Hope  Street,  and  which,  from  its  intrinsic  im- 
portance and  long  standing  in  the  commercial  world, 
fully  merits  special  recognition  in  these  columns.  The 
business  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  this  character  in  the 
City,  having  been  established  half  a  century  back  by 
Mr.  James  Cunningham,  predecessor  of  the  present 
proprietor,  and  was  for  many  years  located  in  Gordon 
Street,  subsequently  removing  to  the  more  central  and 
convenient  site  now  occupied.  The  premises  in  Hope 
Street  comprise  a  handsome  and  commodious  single- 
fronted  establishment  extending  about  80  feet  to  the 
rear,  in  which  is  situated  the  spacior.s  workshops.  The 
interior  is  well  appointed,  and  presents  for  inspection  a 
splendid  assortment  of  high-class  goods  of  superior 
quality  in  hand-made  ladies'  and  gentlemen's  walking, 
riding,  shooting,  and  dress  boots  and  shoes.  The  pro- 
prietor, being  under  no  necessity  to  attract  customers  by 
a  meretricious  display  of  his  productions,  does  not  rely 
upon    the   ordinary  business  methods   to   advertise  his 


goods,  the  name  and  reputation  of  the  firm  alone 
supplying  a  sufficient  passport  to  the  extensive  patro- 
nage of  an  influential  character  extended  to  the  house. 
The  business  is  essentially  and  exclusively  confined  to 
"bespoke"  orders,  no  ready-made  goods  being  held  in 
stock  ;  and  visitors  to  the  establishment  are  in  everv 
case  measured,  lasts  made  to  suit  the  conformation  of 
the  foot,  and  goods  manufactured  to  order  on  the 
strictest  anatomical  principles,  thus  ensuring  absolute 
accuracy  of  fit  and  comfort  in  wear.  The  leading 
speiia'ite  produced  by  Mr.  Cunningham  includes  the 
execution  of  orders  for  racing  and  hunting  boots,  which 
are  supplied  to  the  leading  patrons  of  those  branches  of 
national  sport  at  home  and  abroad,  and  which,  for  un- 
surpassed excellence  of  material,  fit,  and  workmanship, 
are  unrivalled  in  the  trade.  The  services  of  a  number 
of  efficient  first-class  workmen  are  employed  in  the 
manufactuiing  departments  under  the  practical  manage- 
ment of  the  principal,  whose  extended  connection  with 
the  trade  and  unvarying  courtesy  to  his  patrons  have 
gained  for  Mr.  Cunningham  a  well-deserved  continua- 
tion of  the  confidence  and  support  so  justly  accorded  to 
this  establishment  for  so  many  generations  past. 


MR.    ARCHIBALD    LOW,    The    Partick    Brass    Foundry    Co.,     78,   Merkland   Street; 
and    15,    Maxwell    Street,    Partick,    Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  leading  industries  of  which  Partick  forms 
an  important  centre  must  be  classed  that  of  the  various 
branches  of  brass- working  represented  by  the  old- 
established  house  of  Mr.  Archibald  Low,  trading 
under  the  style  of  the  Partick  Brass  Foundry  Company. 
This  business  was  founded  about  half  a  century  ago 
and  has  since  been  greatly  developed  by  the  well-direc- 
ted energy  and  enterprise  of  the  successive  proprietors 
of  the  undertaking.  The  premises  comprising  the 
foundry  are  situated  at  78,  Merkland  Street,  and  include 
spacious  showroom  having  a  frontage  of  60ft.,  in  which 
is  displayed  the  large  and  comprehensive  stock  of 
baths,  vater  closets,  and  other  sanitary  appliances, 
combining  all  the  most  recent  improvements  and  every 
description  of  plumbing  and  gas  fitting  requisites,  &c. 
Adjoining  the  showroom  are  the  plumbers'  workshops, 
and  here  also  are  situated  the  offices.  In  the  rear,  ap- 
proached by  gateway  entrance,  is  the  brass  foundry, 
comprising  spacious  accommodation  for  the  various 
departments  and  fitted  throughout  with  plant  and 
machinery  of  the  best  type  for  facilitating  the  processes 


of  the  trade.  The  Maxwell  Street  establishment  is 
devoted  entirely  to  the  plumbing  and  gas  fitting  depart- 
ments of  the  business  and  is  conducted  as  a  distinctly 
separate  undertaking,  employing  in  each  case  a  different 
set  of  books.  The  trade  done  by  the  firm  is  principally 
in  connection  with  ships'  plumbing  and  sanitary  work 
generally,  but  also  includes  house  plumbing  and  gas 
fitting  and  every  description  of  brass  founding.  A  first- 
class  connection  has  been  established  by  Mr.  Low  in 
each  branch  of  the  business,  which  includes  the  leading 
shipowners  and  builders  on  the  Clyde  and  a  wide 
circle  of  property  owners,  builders,  and  contractors  in 
the  district.  A  numerous  staff  of  skilled  workmen  is 
employed  in  the  several  departments  of  the  business, 
which  is  managed  throughout  under  the  personal  direc- 
tion of  the  principal  with  efficiency  and  skill,  and  well 
maintains  the  reputation  so  long  enjoyed  by  the  pro- 
prietor for  uniform  excellence  of  material,  design,  and 
workmanship  in  each  branch  of  this  thoroughly  repre- 
sentative industiial  undertaking. 
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WILLIAM    MEIKLE,    Slater     and    Slate    Merchant,  48,  East  Howard  Street,  Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  more  important  industries  in  connection 
with  the  building  trade  may  be  indicated  that,  for  so 
many  years  past,  associated  with  the  old-established 
business  conducted  by  the  late  Mr.  William  Meikle, 
Slater  and  Slate  Merchant,  now  continued  by  the 
trustees  to  that  gentleman's  estate  under  the  able  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Donald  Arnott,  who  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  that  body.  The  premises,  situated  at  48, 
East  Howard  Street,  comprise  suite  of  offices  with 
spacious  yard  and  stores  in  the  rear,  providing  ample 
accommodation  for  the  operations  of  the  business.  The 
yards  are  well  stored  with  every  description  of  slates  for 
building  and  sanitary  purposes  and  for  the  important 
contracts  and  orders  in  course  of  completion.     The  work 


undertaken  by  the  firm  includes  the  execution  of  all  kinds 
of  slating,  roofing,  &c,  in  which  the  late  proprietor  had 
secured  an  extensive  and  valuable  connection,  having 
been  associated  for  many  years  past  with  some  of  the 
largest  contracts  in  the  West  of  Scotland  and  other  parts 
of  the  country.  A  branch  business  has  also  been  estab- 
lished at  Strathbungo,  which  is  conducted  on  similar 
lines  to  the  headquarters  at  Glasgow,  the  services  of  a 
large  number  of  skilled  hands  being  employed  in  each 
department.  The  whole  details  of  the  management, 
under  the  experienced  control  of  Mr.  Arnott,  well  sus- 
tain the  time-honoured  reputation  of  the  house  or 
skilful  workmanship  and  careful  and  prompt  attention. 


MR.   JAMES    O'BRIEN,    Fish    Salesman    and  Auctioneer,   Wholesale    Fish    and  Provision 

Merchant,    12,    East   Howard    Street,  Glasgow. 


A    firm    which   has   a    fleet    of   steamers    of   its    own 
regularly  employed   during   the    season    to    convey  the 
produce   of  the  Scotch  fishing  grounds  to  the   port   of 
consignment — a    firm    which    now   carries    on    a   great 
industry   as    fish    curers,    and    which,    as    distributive 
merchants  has  foreign  as  well  as  extensive  home  con- 
nections— cannot  be  assigned  to  the   same  category  as 
the  ordinary  retail   or  even   wholesale  trader.     Such  a 
firm  exemplifies   the  different  scale  upon  which,  under 
modern  methods,  businesses  concerned  with  the  people's 
food   supply  are  now  conducted,   co-npared  with   that 
which  obtained  in  former  times.     Opinion  is  divided  as 
to  whether  it  is  a  public  boon,  or  the  reverse,  that  the 
most  vitally  important   of  all  industrial   or  commercial 
enterprises  should  be  practically  monopolised  by  a  few 
large  firms  and  the  numerous  smaller  traders  practically 
driven  from  the  field  of  competition.     But  surely  it  is 
an  advantage  that  all  operations  in   the  fish  trade,  say, 
should  be  undertaken  by  one  or  other  of  the  great  firms 
now  engaged  in  it,  from  the  time  the  harvest  of  the  sea 
is  reaped  till  it  is  brought  within  reach  of  the  consumer, 
than  that  numerous  middlemen  should  intervene,  all  of 
them  exacting  intermediary  profits.     Moreover,  under 
the  former   system   it    is    manifest    that    much   greater 
facilities  for  the  early  placing  of  fish  upon  the  markets 
are  ensured.  Of  course,  as  a  matter  of  public  convenience, 
there  must  always  be  retail  traders,  but  for  them  it  is  an 
advantage — as  it  ultimately  is  to  the  public — that  they 
should  procure  their  supplies  direct  from  a  firm  like  that 
which   carries   on    business   under    the    title    of   James 
O'Brien. 

The  business  referred  to  was  established  over  fifty 
years  ago  by  Mr.  James  O'Brien,  whose  name  is  still 
retained  in  connection  with  it,  and  who  continued  to 
conduct  it  till  his  death  last  year.  Since  then  the  con- 
trol of  it  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  sons — Mr. 
William  Vincent  O'Brien  and  Mr.  Joseph  F.  O'Brien. 
Both  gentlemen  having  been  long  identified  with  the 
trade  are  fully  able  to  cope  with  the  responsibility 
which  now  devolves  upon  them,  and,  as  indicating  the 


confidence  reposed  in  the  integrity  and   practical  expe- 
rience of  the  firm,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  Mr.  William 
O'Brien  has  been  selected  to  act  as  salesman  for  the 
Argyle  and  Bute   Fishermen's  Association.     Originally 
the  business  was  begun  on  a   modest  scale  by  the  late 
Mr.  James    O'Brien  ,   but    the   skill,   shrewdness,    and 
enterprise  displayed  by  the  founder  led,  eventually,  to 
its  extraordinary  expansion.      About   18   years    ago    a 
removal  from  the  old  fish  market  in  Ropework  Lane  to 
the  premises  now  occupied  at   12,  East  Howard  Street, 
proved   to    be    imperatively   necessary.       These   latter 
comprise  a  huge  store  and  suitable  offices.     Even  these 
premises,  however,  extensive  though  they  be,  are  by  no 
means  adequate  to  the  firm's  requirements.    They  have, 
therefore,   a    store  in    Dunlop    Street,   another  in   Ann 
Street,  and  stables  and  additional  storage  accommoda- 
tion in  St.  Ninian  Street,  as  well  as  stands  in  the  fish 
market.      Supplies  of  fresh  fish   are  regularly  received 
from  all  the  principal  fishing  grounds  both  on   the   east 
and    west     coast    of    Scotland,    including    Peterhead, 
Buckie,  Findhorn,  Aberdeen,  Lochurn,  Stornaway,  &c. 
These  supplies,  as  stated  at  the   cutset  of  this  article, 
are  conveyed  from  the  fishing  grounds  in  the  firm's  own 
fleet  of  steamers.     Consignments  of  cured  fish  are  also 
received  by  the  firm.     Immediately  on  debarkation  the 
fish  are  despatched  not  only  throughout  Scotland  but  to 
London  and  all  the  principal   towns   of  England.     An 
important  trade  is  also  done  in  cured  fish,  especially  in 
Ireland,  where   the  firm   have  a  large  connection,  and 
where  they  have  established  a  reputation   for  specially 
selected  fresh  herrings,  their  brands  all  commanding  the 
best  prices.     In  their  capacity  of  provision  merchants, 
Messrs.  O'Brien  are  extensive  purchasers  in  Ireland  as 
well   as   purveyors,   for   they  receive  from  there  large 
consignments  of  eggs,  in  which  they  deal  wholesale. 

Very  much  more  might  be  said  concerning  the 
importance  of  this  firm,  its  enterprise,  and  the  diversity 
of  its  operations  ;  but  enough  has  been  stated  to  prove 
that  the  business  now  carried  on  by  the  sons  of  the 
founder  is  one  of  no  ordinary  character. 
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LILLIE    &    RUSSELL,    Tailors    and    Habit    Makers,     Standard    Buildings, 

86,    Gordon    Street,    Glasgow. 


The  development  of  Industrial  Glasgow  has,  of  necessity, 
involved  a  correspondingly  marked  development  in  the 
sartorial  tastes  and  instincts  of  the  local  population,  and 
in  this  connection  we  are  safe  in  the  assertion  that  no 
more  representative  exponent  of  the  sartorial  art,  in  its 
highest  branches,  will  be  found  in  Glasgow  than  centres 
in  the  establishment  conducted  by  Messrs.  Lillie  and 
Russell  at  86,  Gordon  Street.  The  concern  in  question 
is  one  of  considerable  antiquity,  having  been  founded  in 
the  very  infancy  of  Glasgow's  commercial  importance, 
and  long  before  even  the  most  sanguine  dreamer  had 
grounds  for  picturing,  in  imagination,  the  splendour  of 
our  "  Glasgow  as  it  is."  The  house  of  Lillie  and 
Russell  was  founded,  upwards  of  seventy  years  ago, 
by  Mr.  Lewis  Ferguson,  who  subsequently  assumed  the 
present  Mr.  Lillie's  father  into  partnership.  Then  the 
business  was  successfully  carried  on  for  a  number  of 
years  as  Ferguson  and  Lillie.  On  the  decease  of  Mr. 
Lillie,  senr.,  his  son,  Mr.  James  Lillie,  the  present  sole 
partner,  assumed  Mr.  Thos.  Russell,  a  gentleman  well 
known  in  commercial  circles  in  the  City  of  Glasgow,  as 
his  partner,  when  the  present  trading  designation  of  the 
firm  was  adopted.  Mr.  Lillie  conducts  an  extensive 
and  high-class  trade.  The  premises  have  an  excellent 
business-like  appearance  and  possess  an  exceptionally 
attractive  frontage.  The  interior  of  the  establishment 
is  of  spacious  dimensions,  possessing  a  rearward 
extension  of  fully  ioo  feet,  and  is  appointed  in  an 
exceedingly  tasteful  and  elaborate  style.  The  manner 
in  which  the  entire  stock  is  exhibited  certainly  reflects 
very  high  credit  upon  the  cultivated  taste  of  the 
proprietary,  and  cannot  fail  to  convince  patrons  that,  in 
transacting  business  with  Messrs.  Lillie  and  Russell, 
they  are  bestowing  confidence  on  a  most  practical  and 
reliable  firm.  The  house  confines  its  attention  to  an 
exclusively  order  trade,  and,  in  this,  its  connection  is  not 
only  numerically  strong,  but  intrinsically  influential. 
The    departments    comprise   general    tailoring,    ladies' 


tailoring  and  habit  making,  yachting,  clerical,  military, 
and  court  tailoring,  and  the  making  of  gentlemen's 
buckskin  riding  and  hunting  breeches.  The  workrooms, 
situate  on  the  roof  of  the  building,  are  incomparably  the 
most  commodious  and  best  sanitated  in  the  city,  and 
afford  ample  accommodation  for  a  staff  of  eighty  work- 
men. The  tradesmen  employed  in  this  department  are, 
without  exception,  men  of  reliable  taste  and  judgment, 
who  thoroughly  understand  the  very  minutia  of  their 
business  ;  the  inevitable  result  being  that  only  work  of 
the  best  description  is  turned  out.  Mr.  Lillie's  cutters 
are  fully  abreast  of  all  the  requirements  of  a  difficult 
profession,  one  of  the  assistants  devoting  special  atten- 
tion to  breeches  cutting,  and,  from  the  success  which 
has  invariably  attended  this  department,  the  firm  are 
enabled,  with  confidence,  to  invite  the  support  of  patrons. 
The  attention  which  is  systematically  paid  to  the  perfect 
fit,  finish,  and  style  of  naval,  military,  and  volunteer 
officers'  uniforms  has  secured,  in  this  department  of  the 
sartorial  art,  a  wide  clientele  for  the  firm  ;  and  no  less 
celebrated  are  Messrs.  Lillie  and  Russell  for  the 
superiority  and  moderation  of  charge  in  connection  with 
the  making  up  of  servants'  liveries.  The  principal  of 
this  estimable  house  is  personally  a  gentleman  of  the 
most  superior  business  qualifications.  He  possesses  a 
most  accurate  intimacy  with  the  full  technique  of  his 
profession  and  conducts  his  establishment  on  those 
conscientious  principles  which  not  merely  deserve  but 
command  success.  To  those  who  have  experienced  the 
worry  and  annoyance  of  misfits,  such  a  firm  as  that  of 
Messrs.  Lillie  and  Russell  becomes  an  absolute 
boon  ;  and  that  the  house  is  fully  appreciated  as  such  is 
conclusively  proved  not  only  by  the  prosperous  condition 
of  the  trade  done  in  Glasgow  and  throughout  the  West 
of  Scotland,  but  by  the  still  more  convincing  testimony 
afforded  by  a  valuable  business  connection  among 
influential  patrons  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world. 


J.  EDWARDS  &  Co.,  The  Western  Cycle  Works,  3,  5,  and  7,  Gibson  Street,  Hillhead,  Glasgow. 


Since  the  invention  of  the  steamboat  and  the  locomotive 
we  doubt  if  there  has  been  invented  a  vehicle  of  convey- 
ance which  has  sprung  into  such  rapid  and  universal 
popularity  among  all  sections  of  the  community  as  has 
the  bicycle  and  its  nearly  related  fellow,  the  tricycle. 
With  the  development  of  the  public  taste  for  cycling 
has  been  brought  about  a  commensurate  improvement 
in  the  character  and  construction  ot  the  machine  itself, 
and  the  contrast  between  the  ■' Puffing  Billy"  of  the 
great  Stephenson's  day  is  not  more  marked  than  is  that 
between  the  modern  "  Safety,"  or  other  equally  improved 
instrument  of  road  locomotion,  and  the  now  antiquated 
"  velocipede,"  or  "  boneshaker,"  of  our  schoolboy  days. 
The  manufacture  of  high-class  machines  has,  within  the 
past  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  called  into  existence  a  dis- 
tinct mechanical  industry,  and  in  this  particular  branch 
of  industrial  enterprise  not  only  are  great  fortunes  being 


amassed,  but  the  rehabilitation  of  an  ancient  English 
city  has  been  brought  about  entirely  through  the 
facilities  it  has  afforded  for  the  economic  settlement  of 
cycle  manufacturers  in  its  midst.  Nor  is  the  great 
Scottish  industrial  metropolis  oblivious  to  the  branch 
of  activity  in  question,  as  a  visit  to  the  splendid  estab- 
lishment of  Messrs.  J.  Edwards  &  Co.,  of  the  Western 
Cycle  Works,  3,  5,  and  7,  Gibson  Street  (West  End 
Park  Gate),  abundantly  demonstrates.  This  highly 
popular  manufactory  was  founded  some  years  ago,  and 
passed  from  the  previous  proprietors  (Messrs.  Crawford 
and  Co.),  in  1888,  into  the  hands  of  Messrs.  J.  Edwards 
&  Co.,  who  now,  with  characteristic  enterprise,  control 
the  vast  business  operations  of  the  concern.  We  may 
mention  that  the  principal  of  the  firm  is  possessed  of  a 
wide  practical  experience,  gained  in  some  of  the  leading 
centres  of    English    cycle  manufacture,    and   this  fact 
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distinguishes  him  and  his  house  from  the  merely  local 
agents  who,  designating  themselves  cycle  manufacturers, 
are  utterly  unacquainted  with  the  most  rudimentary 
steps  in  the  building  up  of  the  delicately  constructed 
machine.  The  firm  under  review,  let  the  reader  bear  in 
mind,  are  manufacturers,  and  not  mere  cycle  agents  ;  and 
at  the  Western  Works  will  be  found  the  evidences  of 
the  high  standard  of  manufacture  to  which  the  firm  have 
attained.  The  "  Western  "  machines  may  be  classed 
into  six  varieties,  each  possessing  some  special  recom- 
mendatory features.  All  machines  are  constructed  on 
the  premises  and  are  equipped  with  all  the  most  appro- 
priate fittings  and  improvements.  In  the  Cycle  List  of 
Messrs.  J.  Edwards  &  Co.  will  be  found  a  series  of 
machines  to  which  it  is  an  unfeigned  pleasure  to  draw 
the  reader's  attention.  The  "Western"  No.  7  is  a  magni- 
ficent roadster,  possessed  of  a  cross  frame  and  fitted 
with  ball  bearings  throughout,  including  pedals.  The 
spokes  are  affixed  by  means  of  patent  nipples,  by  which 
these,  when  broken,  can  be  removed  without  taking  off 
the  tyres,  an  operation  which  has  justly  been  described 
by  the  Mercantile  Age  as  "  laborious  for  so  small  a  work." 
The  wheels  of  this  magnificent  machine  are  fitted  with 
Dunlop's  Patent  Pneumatic  Tyres,  and  the  price  is  £16. 
The  "  Western  "  No.  6  is  a  diamond  frame  machine. 
The  framework  of  this  machine  is  preferred  by  many 
cyclists  on  account  of  the  stability  which  it  gives.  This 
famous  machine  has  also  the  ball  bearings  in  every 
part  and  carries  the  Clincher  pneumatic  tyres.  The 
price  set  upon  this  capable  roadster  is  ^15.  The 
"  Western  "  No.  5  has  a  cross  frame  and  ball  bearings, 
both  throughout  and  in  pedals,  with  ball  head  and 
Silicium  bronze  spokes  and  cushion  tyres.  The  price 
of  this  machine  is  /~i6.     A  less  expensive  machine  is 


the  "  Western  "  No.  4,  sold  at  ^"12,  possessed,  however, 
of  ball  bearings  in  all  parts,  including  pedals  ;  it  has  a 
diamond  frame  and  is  fitted  with  the  famous  Clincher 
band  cushion  tyres.  At  the  same  price  (£12)  may  be 
purchased  the  "Western"  No.  3,  a  serviceable  and 
durable  machine  similar  to  No.  4  in  every  respect,  save 
its  solid  tyres.  The  "  Western"  No.  2  is  a  low-priced 
machine,  the  frame  of  which  is  a  cross  one  and  the 
bearings  ball.  The  tyres  are  solid,  but  these  can  be 
fitted  with  cushion  tyres  for  an  additional  expenditure 
of  thirty  shillings,  and  with  ball  pedals  for  an  additional 
half-sovereign.  It  has  ever  been  the  object  of  the  firm 
to  supply  to  customers  the  highest  quality  of  material, 
the  best  class  of  workmanship,  and  the  newest  and  most 
serviceable  design  at  prices  which  come  at  first  hand, 
and  do  not  undergo  a  process  of  summary  increase  at 
the  hands  of  "  middlemen  "  or  agents.  These  are  the 
infallible  secrets  of  success,  and  by  enunciating  them  in 
daily  practice,  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Edwards  &  Co.  are 
building  up  a  trading  connection  which,  vast  and  well 
equipped  as  the  Western  Cycle  Works  are,  will,  ere 
long,  try  to  the  uttermost  the  great  resources  of  the  firm. 
It  is  gratifying  to  note,  too,  that  among  the  awards 
granted  to  the  house  for  excellence  the  City  of  Glasgow 
is  represented  by  a  magnificent  gold  medal,  granted  at 
its  memorable  East  End  Industrial  Exhibition,  1890-91, 
in  which  Messrs.  J.  Edwards  &  Co.'s  Cycle  Works 
made  a  truly  splendid  display,  far  outstripping,  as  we 
thought  at  the  time,  the  displays  made  by  other  and 
more  pretentious  establishments.  We  should  mention 
that  the  firm  possess  a  branch  at  280,  Great  Western 
Road,  which  meets  the  support  of  this  fashionable  and 
busy  neighbourhood. 


JOHN    CAMPBELL    &    SON,    Glass    Bottle    Manufacturers,    19    and    21, 

Claythorn   Street,    Glasgow. 


One  of  the  most  important  branches  of  industrial 
activity  in  Glasgow  is  that  represented  by  the  old- 
established  firm  of  Messrs.  John  Campbell  &  Son, 
Glass  Bottle  Manufacturers,  who  have  for  many  years 
past  occupied  a  leading  position  in  the  trade,  fully 
meriting  recognition  in  these  columns.  The  business  is 
one  of  the  oldest  in  the  trade  in  the  City,  having  been 
established  in  1846  by  Mr.  John  Campbell,  who  was 
subsequently  joined  in  the  proprietary  by  his  son, 
Mr.  Robert  Campbell,  the  present  head  of  the  firm, 
trading  under  the  title  indicated  above.  The  premises 
occupied  by  the  firm  are  of  commodious  proportions, 
comprising  the  Calton  Glass  Works,  a  handsome  two- 
storied  building  with  well  -  appointed  offices  facing 
Claythorn  Street  and  filling  the  intervening  space 
between  King  and  Chambers  Streets.  The  manufactory 
is  fitted  throughout  with  the  most  improved  modern 
plant  and  appliances,  the  firm  having  recently  erected, 
at  considerable  expense,  large  gas  furnaces  for  the  con- 
tinuous fusing  and  working  of  the  raw  material,  thus 
doubling  the  output  of  bottles.  The  goods  manufac- 
tured by  Messrs.  Campbell  include  every  description  of 
mineral  water,  confectionery,  and  pale  glass  bottles  for 
exporting  whisky.     The   manufacture   of  black   bottles 


for  the  wine  and  beer  trades  is  also  a  speciality 
and  bears  a  high  reputation  throughout  the  trade, 
and  are  supplied  to  the  leading  consumers  in  the 
home  markets  and  also  largely  exported  to  the 
Colonies  and  other  centres  abroad.  The  total  number 
of  bottles  produced  at  the  works  amounts  to  800  gross 
per  week,  which  will  afford  our  readers  some  indication 
of  the  scope  and  magnitude  of  the  operations  of  the 
firm.  A  large  number  of  workpeople  is  employed  in  the 
works,  which  are  ably  managed  in  each  department 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  principal,  who 
possesses  a  thoroughly  practical  experience  of  the  re- 
quirements of  the  trade,  and  whose  energetic  manage- 
ment has  contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  the 
sustained  success  of  the  undertaking.  Messrs.  Camp- 
bell are  in  telephonic  communication  with  the  central 
Exchange  No.  11 27,  and  telegrams  should  be  addressed 
"  Claythorn,"  Glasgow.  Mr.  Campbell  is  widely  knoivn 
and  esteemed  in  the  City,  having  for  many  years  taken 
an  active  interest  in  public  and  municipal  matters  as  a 
member  of  the  Parochial  Board  and  other  public  bodies, 
and  at  the  present  time  holds  Her  Majesty's  commission 
as  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Naval  Volunteer  Corps. 
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THE    UNITED    CREAMERIES  (Limited),  Glasgow. 


One  of  the  most  ancient  industries  known  in  the 
world's  history  may  be  recognised  in  its  more  modern 
form  as  represented  by  The  United  Creameries 
(Limited),  which,  from  its  commercial  importance, 
fully  merits  prominent  recognition  in  these  columns. 
The  business,  originally  established  in  1882  as  a  private 
enterprise  by  Mr.  Andrew  Clement,  of  Glasgow,  and 
Mr.  Robert  M'Cracken,  a  Wigtownshire  farmer,  was 
afterwards  formed  into  a  joint-s'ock  company  under  the 


title  of  The  Creamery  Co.  (Limited);  and,  on  the  amal- 
gamation of  this  concern    with    the   Valleyfield    Dairy 
Co.    (Limited),   in   Kirkcudbrightshire,    was   altered  to 
its  present  style,  and  is  now  the  most   extensive   under- 
takings of  this  kind  in  Great  Britain.     The  premises  of 
the  Company  are  situated  at  Dunragit,  in  Wigtownshire, 
about  six    miles  from   Stranraer,   and    at    Tarff,    about 
three  miles  from  the  county  town  of   Kircudbrightshire, 
in  the   midst  of  the    finest    dairy  district  in    Scotland, 
where  large  herds  of  Ayrshire   cows  are  kept,  many  of 
the  farmers  keeping  from   80   to    150  cows,  the  milk  of 
which  goes  to  the  Creameries.     Situated  as  this  district 
is  on  the  shores  of  the  Solway  Firth,  the  climate  is  all 
that  can  be  desired  for  carrying  dairy   operations  to  a 
successful  issue.     This  south-west  corner  of  Scotland 
being  destitute  of   minerals  has  not    been    cut    up   by 
mining  operations,  nor  has  it  been  disfigured    by   huge 
chimney  stacks  belching  forth  volumes  of  smoke   and 
noxious  fumes  to  pollute  the  atmosphere.      It  is,  as  yet, 
entirely  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  especially  that 
of  dairying.      The  premises  at  Dunragit  comprise  com- 
modious and  conveniently  arranged  buildings  covering 
an  extensive  area.     At  the  entrance  to   the   Creamery 
are  the  handsomely   appointed  offices,  from  which  the 
visitor  is  introduced  to  the  receiving  department,  where 
the    milk  supplied    by   the   farmers   in    ihe   locality    is 
received  and  weighed.     The  entrance  to  this  apartment 
i-s  besieged  every  morning  for  three  hours  by  an  array 
of    farmers'   carts    and    spring    vans,    winch,  deliver    a 
quantity   of  milk   varying  from   3,500  to  4,500  gallons 
daily.     A  large  number  of  samples  of  milk  are  tested 
daily,    and    every  precaution    is  taken   to   preserve   its 


purity.  Farmers  supplying  milk  are  prohibited  from 
using  foods  known  to  be  injurious  to  the  quality  and 
flavour  of  the  produce,  and  the  Company  reserve 
the  right  to  inspect  the  farm  premises  and  to  see 
that  proper  sanitary  conditions  are  maintained. 
Consequently,  all  the  milk  which  passes  through 
the  Creameries  is  pure  and  of  the  best  quality. 
From  the  weighing  machines  the  milk  then  passes  to 
the  vat-room,  where  it  is  stored  in  large  vats  of  the 
capacity  of  800  gallons  each  ;  from  these  it  is 
conveyed  by  means  of  tin-lined  pipes  to  the 
warmers,  and  thence  to  the  centrifugal  cream 
ieparators.  These  appliances  are  five  in 
number — two  Danish  (Burmeister  and  Wain's 
patent),  two  De  Laval,  and  one  Victoria 
separator — all  of  modern  construction,  from 
which  skim  milk  and  cream,  when  separated, 
flow  to  their  respective  reception  vats  to  wait 
the  next  process.  Part  of  the  cream  is  made 
exceptionally  thick,  and  after  being  very 
thoroughly  chilled,  is  put  up  into  neat  little 
earthenware  jars  carefully  sealed,  and  is  des- 
patched to  the  cities  every  afternoon.  This 
cream,  which  keeps  sweet  for  at  least  fourteen 
days,  is  highly  appreciated  for  table  use  by 
many  city  people.  The  remainder  of  the  cream, 
which  is  used  for  making  the  delicious  fresh 
butter  for  which  the  Company  are  famous, 
after  being  partially  cooled,  remains  in  the  vats 
till  sufficiently  ripe  for  churning.  The  churns 
are  two  in  number :  the  larger,  in  which  opera- 
tions are  carried  on  twice  or  three  times  daily,  is 
of  the  ordinary  Scotch  pattern,  and  has  a  capacity 
of  300  gallons,  while  the  smaller  square  ton  churn 
is  kept  in  reserve  in  case  of  accident.  After  being 
removed  from  the  churn  the  butter  is  taken  to  the 
"making-up''  department,  which  is  supplied  with  a 
large  butter  worker,  fitted  with  a  marble  revolving 
table,  on  which  the  water  is  expressed  from  the  product 
of  the  churn.  This  machine,  like  the  centrifugal  separa- 
tors, is  driven  by  steam  power,  which  is  freely  utilised 
throughout  the  establishment.  The  butter,  which  is 
kept  perfectly  fresh,  is,  after  being  weighed  into 
half-pounds,  passed  to  the  pressing  room,  where  it  is 
pressed  into  round  and  square  patterns  to  suit  various 
markets  and  packed  into  large  boxes  fitted  with  shelves, 
which  are  sent  to  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  and  other  large 
towns  by  the  evening  trains. 

During  winter  the  separated  milk,  after  coming  from 
the  centrifugal,  is  first  carefully  scalded  and  then 
thoroughly  chilled  by  being  passed  over  large  capillary 
refrigerators  to  enhance  its  keeping  qualities,  and  then 
filled  into  cans  for  consumption  in  the  cities, — milk  sent 
to  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh  being  in  time  for  evening  de- 
livery to  consumers,  while  that  sent  to  the  English  towns 
is  in  good  time  for  early  morning  use.  During  summer, 
when  there  is  little  demand  for  separated  milk,  cheese 
is  made,  which  is  one  of  the  specialities  of  the  Company 
and  for  which  there  is  always  a  good  demand.  The 
cheese-making  room  is  supplied  with  three  large 
double-cased  rectangular  vats  of  600  gallons  capacity, 
fitted  with  cold  water  and  steam  for  controlling  the  tem- 
perature during  the  delicate  process  of  cheese  making. 
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In  these  the  milk  is  coagulated  by  means  of  rennet, 
after  which  it  is  cut  int3  small  cubes  and  carefully 
stirred  to  allow  the  whey  to  escape.  After  the  curd  is 
sufficiently  consolidated,  it  is  torn  to  pieces  by  a  curd 
mill,  salted,  and  carried  to  the  press-room,  where  the 
cheese  are  pressed  horizontally  in  "  gang  presses  "  to 
expel  the  remaining  steam,  after  which  they  are  taken 
upstairs  to  the  curing  room,  where  they  are  placed  on 
shelves  and  turned  daily.  After  being  in  this  room, 
which  has  storage  capacity  for  1,500  cheese,  for  about  a 
month,  the  temperature  being  kept  uniformity  at  about 
700  F.,  they  are  ready  for  sale. 

The  whey  and  butter-milk  are  used  for  feeding  pigs, 
of  which  about  300  are  kept  in  piggeries,  situated  at  a 
distance  from  the  Creamery. 

But  the  most  important  branch  of  business  carried  on 
by  the  Company  is  the  manufacture  of  margarine,  for 
which  there  are  ample  facilities  at  both  establishments. 
An  abundant  supply  of  cold  spring  water  is  provided, 
and  this  is  further  chilled  by  means  of  freezing 
machines.  One  of  these  machines  has  cooling  capacity 
equal  to  8  tons  of  ice  per  day.  This  department  is 
entered  by  the  store  o  1  the  upper  floor,  where  are 
piled-up  casks  of  raw  material,  oleomargarine,  which 
consist  of  the  finest  beef  fat,  partly  of  home  production, 
and  partly  from  the  large  slaughtering  establishments 
of  Chicago.  From  the  store  the  oleo  passes  to  the 
melting  room,  where  the  various  fats  are  melted  and 
prepared  for  churning.  From  this  apartment,  it  gravi- 
tates to  the  churns,  situated  at  the  lower  level,  where  it 
is  carefully  churned  with  new  milk  and  blended  with  the 
finest  Danish  butter,  and  then  run  out  into  large  tanks  of 
cold  spring  water  which  has  been  previously  chilled  by 
means  of  the  freezing  machines  alluded  to  above. 
From  the  churn  room,  the  product  passes  in  trucks, 
containing  7  to  8  cwts.,  to  the  working  room,  where  it 
is  salted  and  worked  between  powerful  fluted  rollers 
and  prepared  for  the  packing  department.  Here  we 
find  a  lot  of  men  busy  at  work  weighing  and 
packing  up  the  finished  blends  and  margarines 
in  a  great  variety  of  packages  of  all  shapes  and 
sizes,  from  half-pound  prints  to  hundredweight 
casks.  A  large  quantity  is  packed  in  hermeti- 
cally sealed  tins  for  export  to  foreign  countries 
and  for  ship-store  use.  The  vat  store,  im- 
mediately adjoining,  is  an  immense  building  of 
three  stories,  packed  from  floor  to  ceiling  with 
all  sorts  of  packages  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  different  markets. 


The  extent  of  the  margarine  plant  may  be 
imagined  when  it  is  noted  that  its  capacity  is 
about  150  tons  per  week.  For  dispatch  of 
goods,  the  Company  are  provided  with  a  privat- 
siding  running  into  the  works.  Being  situated 
on  the  main  line  of  the  Royal  Mail  route  to 
Ireland  via  Stranraer  and  Larwe,  the  Company 
have  exceptional  facilities  for  dispatch  of  their 
products  not  only  over  Scotland,  but  over  tliL' 
Midlands  and  North  of  England. 


provided  by  the  thoughtful  kindness  of  the  Directors  for 
the  use  of  the  workpeople.  The  establishment  is  con- 
ducted throughout  with  the  perfection  of  order  and 
system,  the  most  scrupulous  cleanliness  being  observed 
in  every  process;  and  the  entire  arrangements  of  the 
management  in  the  capable  hands  of  Mr.  M.  Cracken, 
the  managing  director,  are  distinguished  by  the  highest 
form  of  administrative  skill. 

At  the  Tarff  factory  the  buildings,  though  not  quite 
so  extensive  as  those  at  Dunragit,  are  much  more  com- 
pact, and  the  large  airy  apartments,  with  lofty  ceilings, 
are  particularly  well  adapted  to  the  Company's  busi- 
ness. The  arrangements  here  are  very  similar  to  those 
at  Dunragit  already  described,  the  plant  in  both  the 
dairy  proper  and  the  margarine  department  being  pro- 
portionately less  in  capacity.  The  quantity  of  milk 
handled  is  about  3,000  gallons  daily,  while  the  mar- 
garine churns  are  capable  cf  turning  out  about  100 
tons  per  week.  The  cream  separaters  here  are  of  the 
Victoria  pattern.  Two  square  box  revolving  churns  are 
in  daily  use,  and  the  fresh  butter  is  worked  and  weighed 
into  half-pounds  automatically  by  an  ingenious  machine 
invented  by  one  of  the  employes  of  the  Company,  while 
the  cheese  room  is  fitted  with  turning  shelves,  which 
greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  turning  the  cheese.  The 
machinery  here  is  driven  by  a  20  h.p.  turbine  wheel  and 
an  80  h.p.  steam  engine.  The  offices  and  works  are  all 
lighted  by  electricity,  so  as  to  avoid  any  possibility  of 
the  products  being  damaged  by  the  smell  of  paraffin  or 
other  mineral  oils.  These  products  are  very  widely 
distributed  over  the  Kingdom  and  abroad  by  the  enter- 
prising agents  of  the  Company,  Messrs.  Andrew 
Clement  and  Son,  who  have  their  headquarters  at  21, 
South  Albion  Street,  Glasgow,  and  branch  establish- 
ments in  London,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  New- 
castle, with  agents  in  all  the  principal  towns.  These 
home  factories  bid  fair  to  supply  the  needs  of  our  own 


The  services  of  an  adequate  force  of  hands 
numbering  from  40  to  50  are  employed  in  the  several 
departments,  and  for  these  every  provision  is  made  for 
recreation,  an  extensive  reading  room  and  library  being 


country — hitherto  dependent  on  Continental  shipments 
— and  thereby  secure  the  circulation  of  thousands  of 
pounds  annually  amongst  our  own  people. 
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P.    &    W.     MacLELLAN,     Limited,     Clutha    Works,    Glasgow.         Offices    and    Warehouse 
129,  Trongate.         Registered   Offices  :    8,    Great   Winchester   Street,  London. 


Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  our  true  greatness  as  a 
nation  depends  upon  our  industrial  resources,  our 
mechanical  supremacy,  and  our  advancement  in  the  arts 
of  peace,  such  a  huge  concern  as  that  of  P.  and  W. 
MacLellan,  Limited,  demands  attention  as  a  notable 
example  of  how  that  greatness  has  been  achieved. 
At  the  Clutha  Works,  however,  operations  are  con- 
ducted on  so  vast  a  scale  that  one  is  apt  to  be  bewildered 
as  well  as  impressed  by  the  enormous  size  of  these 
works,  the  diversity  of  the  manufactures,  the  2,000  work- 
people employed,  and  the  area  of  13  acres  which  one  has 
to  traverse  who  is  privileged  to  inspect  the  premises. 
But  even  these  figures  are  incomplete,  for  they  do  not 
include  the  firm's  employes  engaged  elsewhere.  It  is 
computed  that,  besides  the  artisans  and  mechanics 
employed  at  the  Clutha  Works,  the  firm  have 
in  their  employ  upwards  of  i,coo  persons.  These, 
however,  are  engaged  in  the  various  stores,  warehouses, 
and  offices. 

As  may  be  supposed  the  firm  is  not  one  of  recent 
origin,  but  is  the  outcome  of  gradual  though  rapid 
expansion.  It  was  established  early  in  the  present  cen- 
tury— in  the  year  181 1 — and  as  P.  and  W.  MacLellan  it 
continued  till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1890,  when  the 
firm  was  transformed  into  a  limited  company  ;  descend- 
ants and  connections  of  the  founders,  however,  continue  to 
have  control  of  the  concern,  the  directors  being  Messrs. 
George  MacLellan  Blair,  chairman ;  Graham  Hardy 
Thompson,  deputy-chairman  ;  George  Scott  MacLellan, 
James  M.  Blair,  William  Turner  MacLellan,  Walter 
T.  MacLellan,  and  Henry  MacLellan  Blair.  The  first- 
named  gentleman  is  managing  director.  The  control  of 
such  a  vast  enterprise  is  one  involving  high  adminis- 
trative qualities  as  well  as  practical  skill  and  commercial 
sagacity,  and  the  partners  have  shown  themselves  to  be 
possessed  of  these  qualities  in  an  exceptional  degree. 

So  extensive  are  the  operations  carried  on 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty  to  describe 
them  or  even  to  indicate  their  scope.  For  there 
is  nothing  incidental  to  the  manufacturing  of  iron 
for  engineering  or  for  industrial  requirements  which  are 
not  made  and  supplied.  As  a  consequence,  the  firm's 
illustrated  catalogues,  admirably  arranged  and  printed, 
constitute  a  series  of  sectional  volumes  numerous  enough 
to  be  regarded  as  an  industrial  library,  and  are  divided 
thus: — Machinery  for  Moving  and  Lifting  Weights; 
Steam-engine  and  Boiler  fittings;  India  Rubber  goods, 
Prime  Movers,  including  Engines,  Boilers,  &c.  ;  Pumps 
and  Pumping  Machinery  ;  Wood-working  machinery  ; 
Emery  wheels  ;  Wire  fencing  ;  Ships'  lamps,  and 
Machine  Tools  of  all  descriptions. 

For  the  convenience  of  foreign  and  colonial  cus- 
tomers the  firm  have  arranged  a  code  word  for  each  of 
the  goods  included  in  their  catalogues,  thus  enabling 
cablegrams  to  be  sent  at  the  minimum  of  cost,  and  facili- 
tating the  disposal  of  the  articles  ordered.  This  fact 
serves  to  indicate  how  wide  are  the  firm's  connections, 
while  it  may  be  added  that  Messrs.  P.  W.  MacLellan 
(Limited)  have  in  their  employ  a  staff  of  trained  and 
fully  competent    men    who    can    be    dispatched  to    any 


part  of  the  world  in  order  to  erect  all  kinds  of  engines, 
machinery,  or  structural  ironwork  generally.  At  the  same 
time,  for  the  benefit  of  customers  who  already  possess 
skilled  labour  at  hand,  valuable  hints  and  instructions 
are  given  by  the  firm  in  their  catalogues. 

It  may  be  stated,  however,  that  the  firm's  specialities 
are  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel  bridges,  roofs, 
jetty  work,  steel  and  iron  railway  carriages  and  wag- 
gons, steel  and  iron  sleepers,  and  everything  relating  to 
permanent  way.  A  proportion  of  these  waggons  are 
built  to  withstand  the  influences  of  hot  climates, 
such  as  those  of  India,  South  Africa,  the  Colonies, 
and  other  countries  in  the  East.  Their  manufacture 
is  effected  by  special  machinery  so,  that  each 
part  is  interchangeable  and  their  erection  abroad 
greatly  facilitated,  the  firm  being  in  a  position  to 
execute  orders  with  great  rapidity,  the  output  being 
equal  to  100  waggons  per  week.  The  supply  of 
machine  tools  is  one  of  the  most  important  features  of 
the  firm's  industry,  and  include  brass  finishers'  and  engi- 
neers' hand  and  treadle  lathes,  screw-cutting  lathes  of 
all  kinds,  self-acting,  sliding,  surfacing  gap  lathes  of  all 
sizes — not  omitting  capstan,  turret,  and  other  lathes  too 
numerous  to  name.  The  firm's  horizontal,  vertical,  and 
boring  machines  have  been  specially  designed  to  meet 
the  modern  requirements  of  engineers,  shipbuilders,  and 
boilermakers,  and  may  be  readily  adapted  to  the  nature 
of  the  work  required.  In  this  department  are  also  in- 
cluded bench,  cabinet,  pillar,  multiple,  and  other  drilling 
machines  ;  slotting  machines,  planing  machines, 
punching  machines,  milling  machines,  emery  grinding 
machines,  profiling  machines,  and  all  the  heavy  class  of 
machine  tools  requisite  for  shipbuilders,  bridge  builders, 
&c,  &c. 

Another  department  of  the  works  is  devoted  to 
steam  engines  and  wood-working  machinery  for  various 
purposes.  These  machines  are  of  new  and  original 
design,  the  firm  having  spared  no  expense  in 
adapting  them  to  particular  requirements,  and  so 
numerous  are  these  that  they  can  only  be  alluded  to  in 
general  terms.  They  include  circular  saws,  planing  and 
thicknessing  machines,  moulding  machines,  tenoning 
machines,  mortising  machines,  universal  wood  worker 
for  planing,  levelling,  chamfering,  tonguing,  grooving, 
&c,  frame  saws,  band  saws,  morticing  chisels,  augers 
and  slot  mortice  bits,  planing  irons,  moulding  irons, 
Emery  discs,  saw  files,  gearing,  pulleys,  and  hangers. 

Another  department  of  great  importance  is  that 
devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  machinery  for  lift- 
ing and  moving  weights  by  hand,  steam,  electric,  or 
hydraulic  power.  This  includes  chains  and  slings, 
ropes,  pulley  blocks,  lifting  jacks,  crab  winches,  ships' 
lifting  gear,  hoisting  machines,  and  contractors'  machin- 
ery. As  the  alphabetical  index  of  the  numerous  contri- 
vances made  in  this  department  comprises  two  large 
pages  of  closely  printed  type,  it  is  manifestly  impossible 
here  to  give  details  ;  but  it  may  be  stated  in  general 
terms  that  every  conceivable  appliance  is  here  manu- 
factured and  can  be  supplied  to  customers  either  at  home 
cr  abroad  en  exceptionally  favourable  terms.     Similarly 


Commercial    Glasgow. 


225 


formidable  is  that  section  of  the  catalogue  in  which  are  set 
forth  particulars  of  iron  and  wire  fencing,  gates  and  hurdles, 
manufactured  by  the  firm  for  agriculturists  and  others. 
In  connection  therewith  several  specialities  are  made 
for  export,  including  fencing  such  as  is  suitable  for  cattle 
runs  in  America  and  sheep  runs  in  Australia  ;  there  is 
one  variety  of  fencing  known  as  the  Bullock  Droppers, 
which  has  been  extensively  adopted  for  the  enclosure  of 
railway  lines  in  South  America  and  elsewhere.  These 
contrivances  have  the  merit  of  being  strong  and  practi- 
cally indestructible,  and  their  use,  consequently,  is 
attended  with  remarkable  advantages.  Numerous 
varieties  of  barb  fencing  and  wire  netting  are  also 
manufactured  for  the  Colonies  as  well  as  home  require- 
ments. Some  designs  are  exceedingly  ornate,  par- 
ticularly those  intended  for  the  enclosure  of  public 
grounds,  for  tree  guards,  &c.  Gates  and  wickets  of  all 
kinds,  some  of  the  most  elaborate  descriptions  are  made, 
not  to  speak  of  others  of  a  merely  utilitarian  character, 
such  as  those  for  level  crossings,  &c. 

Although  at  the  Clutha  Works  the  iron  goods 
constitute  the  staple  industry,  the  department  occupied 
with  India  rubber,  gutta  percha,  and  leather  goods  for 
mechanical  and  other  purposes  is  a  very  important  one, 
and  is  after  all  cognate  to  the  sections  already  mentioned. 

This  is  a  very  comprehensive  department,  ranging 
from  all  kinds  of  machine  belting  to  India  rubber  mats, 
leather  laces,  tubing,  and  asbestos  goods. 

Clutha  Works,  it  should  be  added,  is  situated  along- 
side the  Glasgow  and  Paisley  Joint  Stock  Railway, 
which  comprises  the  Glasgow  and  South-Western  and 
Caledonian  Companies,  and  this,  of  course,  is  an 
immense  advantage  whether  as  regards  the  receipt  of 
materials  or  the  dispatch  of  finished  goods.  For  the 
purposes  of  their  enormous  trade,  the  firm  have  large 
stores  all  over  Glasgow,  particularly  near  the  different 


railway  stations  where  they  have  the  largest  and  most 
varied  stock  in  Scotland  of  rolled  girders,  Zore's  patent 
girders,  channel  iron,  angle  iron,  tee  iron,  best  York- 
shire iron,  Flitch  and  Sandwich  plate,  rivetted  girders, 
bulb  tees,  rouads,-  square  and  flat  iron,  galvanized  and 
corrugated  roofing  sheets,  chequered  plates,  rails  fish- 
plates, and  fastenings,  Swedish  bars  (rounds,  squares, 
and  flats  to  6  inches),  shafting  iron,  and  best  cast  steel. 
Great  attention  is  paid  to  iron  and  steel  girders  of  all 
types  for  structural  work  generally.  The  main  offices 
and  warehouses  are  in  the  Trongate.  These  were 
rebuilt  a  few  years  ago,  and  now  form  one  of  the  most 
complete  in  the  trade — probably  in  the  whole  world. 
The  frontage  is  large  and  imposing,  the  building  being 
constructed  of  freestone  and  red  granite,  and  the  block 
extends  to  the  rear  a  distance  of  over  one  hundred 
yards ;  structurally,  therefore,  the  warehouse  is  a  very 
fine  one.  It  consists  of  three  floors,  but  there  is  a 
centre  passage,  something  like  an  arcade,  which 
stretches  the  whole  length  of  the  building  and  is  lighted 
by  the  glass  roof  overhead.  In  the  warehouse  there  is 
an  immense  stock  of  ironmongery  of  every  description, 
including  furnishings  for  shipbuilders,  engineers,  railway 
companies,  collieries,  etc.  All  the  specialities  mentioned 
as  being  manufactured  at  the  works  are,  of  course,  in 
stock,  including  tools  and  mechanical  appliances  of  all 
kinds.  The  firm  are  agents  for  Milner's  safes,  for  gas 
and  petroleum  engines  of  all  kinds,  and,  indeed,  for 
every  useful  mechanical  contrivance  worthy  of  keeping 
in  stock.  Besides  their  Glasgow  works,  warehouses, 
and  offices,  the  firm  have  their  registered  offices  in 
London  situated  at  8,  Great  Winchester  Street,  E.C. 
These  constitute  an  important  distributive  centre  both 
for  the  home  and  the  export  trade,  and  are,  indeed, 
indispensable  now  that  the  firm's  connections  have 
become  world-wide. 


JAMES    BLACKWOOD    AND    SON,    Merchant    Tailors,    55,    Hope    Street,    Glasgow. 


Amongst  the  firms  representing  the  sartorial  pro- 
fession in  Glasgow  a  premier  position  must  be  assigned 
to  the  eminent  house  of  Messrs.  James  Blackwood  and 
Son,  merchant  tailors,  55,  Hope  Street,  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  the  material  for  this  notice.  The  business 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  City,  having  been  established 
as  far  back  as  1835  by  Mr.  James  Blackwood,  the  firm 
subsequently  assuming  the  title  it  now  bears,  the  pre- 
sent sole  proprietor  being  Mr.  William  Blackwood, 
trading  under  the  style  indicated  above.  The  firm's 
premises  in  Hope  Street  comprise  handsome  and  com- 
modious building,  with  spacious  warehouse  and  count- 
ing house  on  the  ground  floor,  and  a  large  saloon  in 
rear  arranged  as  cutting  and  fitting-on  rooms.  The  firm 
in  no  way  rely  upon  external  display,  the  trade  being 
essentially  of  a  high-class  character  ;  but  they  have  one 
window  dressed  with  summer  overcoatings,  Cheviots, 
Scotch  tweeds,  home-spun  and  other  new  season's 
novelties  in  fashionable  materials.  The  workshops  are 
situated    on    the    upper  floor    of  the    building    and  are 


spacious,  well  ventilated,  and  sanitarily  perfect,  pro- 
viding every  convenience  for  the  numerous  staff  of 
workmen  employed  by  the  firm,  telephonic  communica- 
tion being  established  between  this  department  and  the 
warehouse  below  by  private  wire.  A  very  influential 
and  numerous  clientele  has  been  established  by  the  firm, 
which  embraces  the  patronage  of  many  of  the  leading 
nobility  and  gentry  in  Scotland  and  England,  the  trade 
being  exclusively  select  and  entirely  confined  to  the 
wealthier  classes.  The  services  of  an  adequate  staff  of 
experienced  cutters  and  workpeople  are  retained  in  the 
business,  which  is  admirably  conducted  under  the  strict 
personal  direction  of  the  principal,  whose  thoroughly 
practical  and  intimate  knowledge  of  every  detail  of  his 
art  secures  for  his  patrons  that  exactness  of  fit  and  per- 
fection of  style  which  form  the  essential  elements  of  the 
high-class  trade  done  by  the  firm,  and  which  have 
elevated  this  house  to  the  leading  ranks  of  successful 
commercial  enterprise  in  the  City. 
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PATERSON'S     CHEMICAL     MANUFACTURING     COMPANY,     Limited, 

Lochburn,     near     Maryhill. 


Established  eight  years  ago  at  Lochburn,  near  Mary- 
hill,   some  4J  miles  north-east  of  Glasgow,  Paterson's 
Chemical    Manufacturing    Company,    Limited,    have 
now  built  up  a  substantial  business  which  is  every  day 
assuming   larger   proportions.     Besides    doing   a    large 
local  trade,  the  firm  send  their  products  all  over  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  have  a  large  and  increasing 
shipping  trade  in   all  parts   of  the   world.     With    the 
malt    preparations   of  the    firm    this    success   is,    in    a 
measure,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  growing  importance  of 
malt   as  a  valuable   addition  to  our  food  resources  is 
being  daily  demonstrated.     Even   this   fact,    however, 
will  not  account  fully  for  all  the  success  achieved  by  the 
firm,   and  it   may  be  taken  that,  combined  with  other 
circumstances,     the    really    first-class    articles    which 
Paterson's  Chemical  Co.  place  upon  the  market  are  the 
chief   element    in    sustaining   the    present    sound    and 
prosperous  position  of  the  firm.     In  stating  this  we  have 
in   our  mind  the  fact  that  the  highest  and  on'y  award  at 
the    International    Exhibition,    Edinburgh,     1886,    for 
excellence  and  cheapness  was  awarded  to  the  Company. 
In  addition  to  this  we  have  the  very  favourable  report 
of  Dr.   Andrew  Wilson,   F.R.S.E.,  on  Paterson's  Malt 
Preparations,    published    in     Health,    May    7th,    1886. 
Speaking  on  that  subject,  that  eminent  authority,  Dr. 
Milner    Fothergill,  who  testifies  to  the  strength,  excel- 
lence,  purity,  and  digestive  power  of  this  preparation, 
after  an  examination  of  specimens  of  pure  Malt  Extract 
made  by  Paterson's  Chemical  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany,  says: — "The  use  of  malt   extracts  is  the  direct 
outcome  of  the  practical  aspect  of  chemical  knowledge 
in   its   bearing   upon    clinical   medicine.     The    chemist 
observed  that,  in  the  process  of  malting,  the  starch  of  the 
barley  underwent  precisely   the   same  change   as   does 
starch  in  the  human  mouth,   viz.,  a  conversion  of  the 
starch  into  grape-sugar  under  the  action  of  a  ferment 
(diastase).     The    identity   of    the    change    led    to   the 
utilization  of  the  diastase  of  cereals   for  the  needs  of 
human  infants  where  the  digestion  of  starch  is  defective. 
As  a  consequence,  malt  extracts  form  a  most  useful  food 
where   the  digestion    is   gravely   impaired,  whether  in 
infants  or  adults.     They  constitute,  indeed,  a  food  of  a 
highly  nutritious  character  in  small  bulk,  and  are  there- 
fore available  when  the  stomach  resents  the  presence  of 
any  bulk  of  food."      These  words  should  be  sufficient 
guarantee  that  valuable  use  may  be  made  of  an  extract 
such  as  that  of  the  Paterson's  Company  not  only  as  an 
aid   to    digestion   for   infants    and   invalids,   but  in  the 
ordinary  work  of  assimilation  in    healthy   individuals. 
Another  product  ol  Paterson's  Chemical  Company  is  a 
preparation  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  with  Malt  Extract.     This 
is  an  admirable  preparation  in  every  way  ;  the  sickness 
and   disagreeable    symptoms    so    often    present    where 
ordinary  cod  liver  oil  is  used  are  entirely  disposed  cf, 
for  the   preparation  is  palatable  to  the  taste  and  easily 
assimilated  ;  it  is  therefore  remarkably  well  adapted  for 
the  nutrition  of  invalids  and  children.     The  Company 
are   also  large  manufacturers  of  Epsom  Salts,  and  do  a 
substantial  trade  in  this  article,  the  Salts  put  up  by  the 
firm  in  all  kinds  of  packages  up  to  -J-ton  casks.     The 
Keiserite  from    which    the   Salts  are  made  is  obtained 


direct    from    Prussia    in    very   large    quantities,    being 
shipped   to   Grangemouth,   and  coming  from  thence  to 
the  gates  of  the  works  by  canal  boats.     The  works  of 
the    Company    are    pleasantly    situated    quite    in    the 
country,  surrounded   by  green   fields  and   hills  in  the 
distance.     Trains  from  Glasgow  are   available   for  the 
transit  of  goods   to  and  from  the  works  direct  to  the 
gates.     The  works  are   specially  conveniently  situated 
in  this  respect,  for  they  are  bounded  on  the  one  side  by 
the  railway   and  on  the  other  by  the  Forth  and  Clyde 
Canal.     From  the  canal  bank  the  raw  material  used  in 
the  manufactures  may  be  shot  direct  from  the  boats  into 
the  store   sheds.     The  Company,   ever  alive  to  the  im- 
portance of  easy  facilities  for  the  transit  of  goods,  are 
at    present   having   a    siding   put    through    the    works 
direct    from    the    railway.     The     works     cover     some 
four    acres    of    ground     and    consist     mainly    of     ex- 
tensive  buildings    on   the    shed   principle.      The    malt 
barn    is    an    exceedingly    fine    and    substantially   built 
brick    structure    of    two    fiats,    both    being    used   for 
the  preparation  of  malt.     The  top  flat  is  lighted   from 
the  roof,  and  the  fittings  and  appointments  of  the  barn 
are  very  similar  to  those  in  large  breweries.    Cleanliness 
and  good  ventilation  are  everywhere  apparent,  and  the 
greatest  care  is   exercised  in   all  the   processes   in   the 
manufacture  of  the  useful  preparations  of  the  Company. 
Adjoining  the  malt  barns  are  the  kilns   for   drying  and 
curing  the  green  malt,   &c.      The  Company  are  large 
maltsters,  making  malt  themselves  from  the  barley,  this 
being  one  of  the  specialities  of  the  firm.     The  manu- 
facturing,  finishing,   and    packing   departments   are  all 
nicely  appointed,   each  being   well  fitted  with   all  ap- 
pliances the  requirements  of  each  department  demand. 
The   offices   are   commodious,   comfortable,   and  conve- 
niently situated,   and  are  well   lighted  and  ventilated. 
The  works  are  fitted  with  the  newest  and  most  approved 
machinery  in   all   the  different   departments,  especially 
noticeable    being   two   well-made    boilers   and   engines 
largely  used  in  the   manufacture    of  the   various  speci- 
alities of  the  Company.      In  a  special  shed  devoted  to 
this  branch  we  notice  several  immense  crystallizing  pans 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  Epsom  Salts.  As  the  extract 
of  malt  manufactured  by  the  Company  is  largely  used 
by  bakers  in  making  malt  bread,  so  highly  recommended 
by  the  medical  profession,  it  will  be  at  once  understood 
that  enormous  quantities  of  this  preparation  are  sent  to 
all  parts  of  the  country.     Mr.  Paterson,  the  manager  of 
the  Company,  is  a  gentleman  of  great  experience  and 
ability,  widely  known,   respected,  and  esteemed.     The 
Company  employ  some  40  women  and  girls  and  a  large 
number  of   men  at  the   works,   and  the  constantly  in- 
creasing trade  of  the  firm  is  a  satisfactory  token  that  the 
public  are  appreciating  the  energy  and  enterprise  of  the 
Company  in  placing  a  really  useful  and  valuable  article  ot 
consumption  in  the  market.   It  is  the  more  satisfactory  to 
note  the  appreciation,  because  the  Company  have  had, 
in   a   sense,  to  educate  the   taste   of  the   public.     The 
registered    offices    of   the    Company    are    at    43,    West 
Regent   Street,  Glasgow  ;  the  telephone  communication 
number  of  the  Company  being  1337  and   the  code  tele- 
graphic address  "  Emulsion." 
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BELGRAVIA    COLLEGE,    13,     Newton    Terrace,    Sauchiehall    Street. 
Rev.    David    Walker,    M.A.,    Ph.D.,    F.S.L.A.,    Principal. 


Happy  must  the  Principal  of  that  College  be  who  can 
depend  upon  the  favourable  testimony  of  Glasgow's 
greatest  and  most  honoured  men,  and  such  surely  must 
be  the  experience  of  Dr.  Walker,  the  esteemed 
Principal  of  Belgravia  College,  as  he  affixes  to  his 
annual  prospectus  the  names  of  Sir  James  King,  LL.D., 
Ex-Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow  ;  Bailie  Dickson,  J. P.  ; 
J.  G.  A.  Baird,  Esq.,  M.P.  ;  James  Alex.  Campbell, 
Esq.,  LL.D.,  M.P.,  besides  the  names  of  the  leading 
clergy,  doctors,  magistrates,  &c,  as  of  those  ready  to 
bear  witness  to  the  efficiency  and  high-class  character 
of  the  instruction  given,  as  also  to  the  general  ability 
and  excellence  with  which  its  affairs  are  conducted. 
But  the  reputation  of  Belgravia  College  does  not 
depend  simply  upon  the  names  of  referees,  great  and 
honoured  as  they  unquestionably  are,  but  upon  the 
intellectual  development,  the  graceful  deportment,  and 
ladylike  behaviour  of  the  pupils  that  pass  through  its 
curriculum,  and  if  we  may  take  the  very  excellent 
entertainment,  given  in  the  Grand  Hotel  a  short  time 
ago  by  the  young  ladies  of  the  College,  as  a  fair  speci- 
men of  the  kind  of  proficiency  attained  in  the  ordinary 
work  of  the  school,  we  need  ask  for  no  further  creden- 
tial nor  seek  for  any  more  conclusive  proof. 

The  College,  which  was  established  in  the  year 
1S68,  has  had  a  career  of  great  usefulness  and  academical 
prosperity.  Having  been  instituted  for  the  special 
purpose  of  providing  young  ladies  with  a  very  complete 
course  of  instruction,  in  all  branches  of  a  liberal 
English  education,  upon  the  most  moderate  of  terms, 
it  has  with  a  remarkable  elasticity  of  constitution  ad- 
justed itself  to  the  varying  needs  of  the  age,  and  to-day, 
by  reason  of  its  admirable  appointments,  excellent 
management,  and  efficient  teaching  staff,  occupies  a 
position  of  scholastic  repute  of  no  mean  order. 

The  College  course  is  divided  into  two  departments, 
the  junior  and  senior,  and  these  are  so  wisely  arranged 
and  carefully  graduated  that  the  pupils  are  led  by  a 
series  of  easy  and   interesting  stages  into  a  thorough 


mastery  of  (he  ordinary  subjects  which  constitute  a 
sound  English  education.  In  addition  to  these,  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  by  which  the  more  ornamental 
parts  of  a  school's  curriculum  may  be  attained,  and  at 
moderate  fees  instruction  is  given  in  Music,  Singing, 
French,  German,  Italian,  Latin,  Greek,  Mathematics, 
Logic,  Drawing,  Painting,  Dancing,  &c,  by  duly 
qualified  and  thoroughly  competent  teachers. 

Dr.  Walker  is  a  gentleman  of  great  experi- 
ence and  high  scholarly  attainments,  and,  ably  assisted 
by  a  lady  superintendent  and  a  large  and  talented  staff 
of  teachers,  has  been  enabled  to  secure  for  the  young 
ladies  placed  under  his  care  great  proficiency  and 
excellence  in  the  several  branches  of  study  included  in 
the  curriculum  of  the  College.  Besides  the  eminent 
position  which  Dr.  Walker  holds  in  relation  to 
Belgravia  College,  he  is  a  respected  member  of  the 
Glasgow  .High  School  Club,  and  also  renders  good 
service  as  a  member  of  the  General  Council  of  the 
Glasgow  University  ;  he  is  also  one  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dents of  the  Scottish  Society  of  Literature  and  Art. 

The  College,  which  is  a  large,  well-appointed 
building,  is  very  pleasantly  and  conveniently  situated, 
and,  being  near  to  Charing  Cross  and  the  Crescents,  is 
very  accessible  to  pupils  coming  from  all  parts  of  the 
City  and  suburbs.  The  class-rooms  are  commodious 
and  comfortable  and  contain  all  that  is  needful  in  the 
way  of  educational  apparatus  for  carrying  on  a  large 
school  in  the  most  efficient  and  satisfactory  way. 

For  the  senior  pupils  who  are  anxious  to  prepare 
for  University  Certificates,  &c,  special  arrangements 
are  made,  as  also  for  any  who  may  wish  to  take  up  any 
separate  whether  included  in  the  ordinary  curriculum 
or  not.  Medals,  books,  certificates,  &c,  are  awarded  to 
distinguished  students  of  the  College. 

Full  information  as  to  these  arrangements,  fees 
&c,  will  be  promptly  supplied  by  the  Principal  upon 
application. 


ALBION     CRESCENT     SCHOOL,     11,     Albion     Crescent,     Dowanhill. 
Mr.     Frederick     A.     Laing,     Principal. 


Glasgow  as  a  city  is  highly  favoured  in  regard  to  the 
high-class  character  and  excellence  of  its  educational 
establishments.  Schools  and  colleges,  academies  and 
seminaries  of  one  kind  and  another  abound  on  every 
hand,  and  it  would  ill-become  us  to  draw  invidious 
distinctions  between  these  several  institutions,  but  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  Albion  Crescent  School,  of 
Dowanhill,  occupies  a  very  prominent  and  important 
position  amongst  the  educational  forces  of  the  City  ; 
having  been  established  now  for  several  years,  and, 
under  the  able  presidency  of  its  much  esteemed  prin- 
cipal, Mr.  Frederick  A.  Laing,  attained  considerable 
scholastic  reputation.  It  enjoys  the  patronage  of  some 
of  the  best  families  of  the  West-end  of  the  City. 


The  school  premises  are  admirably  adapted  for 
educational  purposes,  the  large  tenement  of  comfortably 
arranged,  well-lighted,  and  carefully  ventilated  rooms 
being  provided  with  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  effi- 
cient working  of  every  department. 

The  curriculum  extends  over  a  period  of  ten  years, 
and  includes  every  branch  of  the  most  liberal  education, 
and  we  have  but  to  notice  the  excellent  staff  of  teachers 
co-operating  with  Mr.  Laing  to  know  how  thorough  and 
satisfactory  the  instruction  of  each  department  must 
necessarily  be. 

The  success  of  Albion  Crescent  School  has  not, 
however,  depended  simply  upon  the  attention  given  to 
the  intellectual   needs   of   its   pupils,    but   also    to   the 
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interest  taken  in  the  personal  comfort,  the  moral 
improvement,  and  religious  well-being  of  each.  As 
stated  in  the  school  prospectus,  and  corroborated  by 
the  testimony  of  both  parents  and  scholars  : — "  The 
"  energies  of  early  childhood  are  conserved  and  utilised 
"under  the  most  cheerful  influences,  and  nothing  is 
"  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  general  happiness  of  the 
"  pupils." 

Nor  must  we  leave  out  of  account  the  personal 
influence  of  the  Principal,  which  makes  itself  felt  in 
every  department  and  adds  so  considerably  to  the 
interest  and  excellence  of  the  tuition  and  the  success 
and  popularity  of  the  school. 


Mr.  Laing  is  a  gentleman  of  large  experience  in 
scholastic  matters  and  is  the  only  Government  certifi- 
cated teacher  in  the  West-end  of  Glasgow.  In  literary 
circles  he  is  also  well  known  as  the  editor  of  the  Sabbath 
School  Magazine  and  as  the  author  of  that  deservedly 
popular  and  extensively  read  handbook — "  A  History  of 
English  Literature."  Mr.  Laing  has,  in  his  wife,  an 
able  and  efficient  coadjutrix  in  the  general  superinten- 
dence of  the  establishment  and  together  they  do  all  in 
their  power  to  attain  to  a  high  standard  of  moral  and 
intellectual  excellence  at  the  lowest  possible  cost  to  the 
personal  comfort  and  liberty  of  the  pupil. 


DEVON  BANK  SCHOOL  THE  EDUCATION  OF  YOUNG  LADIES, 

19,     Maxwell     Drive,     Pollokshields. 


For  the  beauty  and  salubrity  of  its  surroundings,  the 
general  excellence  and  adaptability  of  its  appointments, 
as  well  as  for  the  high-class  character  and  efficiency  of 
its  tuition,  there  are  few  schools  in  the  West  of  Scotland 
that  can  be  compared  with  Mr.  Black's  establishment 
at  Pollokshields,  known  so  well  and  widely  as  the 
Devon  Bank  School. 

The  building  itself  is  a  very  handsome,  spacious, 
and  comfortable-looking  structure  standing  alone  in  its 
own  grounds  and  most  beautifully  and  tastefully 
surrounded  by  a  variety  of  carefully  tended  trees  and 
shrubs. 

There  are  several  large  class-rooms,  all  lofty  and 
well  lighted,  and  many  of  them  having  been  specially 
constructed  for  educational  purposes  are  fully  equipped 
with  the  newest  and  best  of  school  furniture  and  appliance. 

Very  special  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  heating 
and  ventilating  of  the  premises,  and  all  that  personal 
supervision  and  sanitary  science  can  do  to  ensure  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  pupils  has  been  done,  and, 
owing  partly  to  this  and  partly  to  the  acknowledged 
healthiness  of  the  locality,  Devon  Bank  School  has 
enjoyed  a  remarkable  immunity  from  serious  illness  or 
infectious  disease. 

For  the  recreation  of  the  pupils  a  large  and  well- 
arranged  playground  has  been  provided  and  placed 
under  the  care  of  the  janitor,  whose  duty  it  is  to  report 
to  the  principal  any  roughness  or  unbecoming  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 

Besides  this,  very  special  attention  is  given  to  the 
physical  development  and  graceful  deportment  of  the 
young  lady  pupils  by  a  series  of  carefully  graduated 
exercises  in  calisthenics  and  Swedish  drill  with  musical 
accompaniment,  and  too  much  praise  can  hardly  be 
accorded  to  Miss  Bowie  for  the  most  gratifying  results 
which  have  attended  her  efforts  in  this  department. 

The  school  was  established  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  young  ladies  of  Pollokshields  and  its  imme- 
diate vicinity  with  a  sound  and  liberal  English  education 
at  a  most  moderate  fee,  and  whilst  boys  are  received 
into  the  junior  department  of  the  school  and  are  there 
well  and  efficiently  taught,  the  curriculum  has  been 
arranged  with  special  regard  to  the  future  needs  of  the 
young  ladies,  and  for  them  is  of  the  fullest  and  completest 
character  possible.  Mr.  Black  is  a  most  conscientious 
and  painstaking  principal,  and,  whilst  he  has  been 
fortunate  in  securing  a   most  eminent   and   competent 


staff  of  teachers,  he  in  no  single  instance  leaves  a  class 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  an  assistant,  but  maintains  a 
direct  and  personal  superintendence  over  the  whole 
school.  The  classes  are  all  limited  in  size  and  so 
arranged  that,  without  distraction  or  confusion  of  any 
kind,  each  pupil  can  receive  that  amount  of  individual 
attention  so  essential  to  the  ready  and  intelligent 
apprehension  of  the  subjects  taught.  The  school  is 
divided  into  three  departments,  viz.,  the  initiatory, 
junior,  and  senior,  and  these  are  so  systematically 
arranged  and  thoroughly  supervised  that,  by  an  easy 
and  interesting  series  of  studies,  the  very  maximum  of 
educational  results  is  achieved  by  the  pupils  at  the 
smallest  possible  demand  on  their  attention  and  time. 
Home  lessons  are  prescribed  that  the  teachers  may 
judge  how  far  the  explanations  of  the  class  have  been 
apprehended  by  the  scholars  ;  but  these  are  always  so 
regulated  as  to  quantity  and  anticipated  as  to  difficulties 
that  all  exercises  thus  given  may  be  easily  and 
satisfactorily  accomplished  by  the  unaided  efforts  of  the 
pupils.  The  course  of  instruction  is  an  exceedingly 
liberal  and  comprehensive  one,  and,  commencing  at  the 
easiest  and  most  elementary  of  the  Kindergarten 
exercises,  leads  the  pupils  on  through  the  varying  stages 
of  history,  grammar,  geography,  mathematics,  Latin, 
French,  German,  writing,  drawing,  singing,  science, 
etc.,  until,  with  a  certain  assurance  of  success,  she  can 
take  her  place  at  any  of  the  University  Local  Examina- 
tions. In  addition  to  the  ordinary  curriculum  subjects, 
arrangements  have  been  made  by  which  the  young 
ladies  of  the  school  can  receive  very  special  instruction 
in  advanced  music,  solo  singing,  violin  playing,  art 
needlework,  wax  and  clay  modelling,  painting  in  oil  and 
water  colours,  and  on  china,  etc.,  at  the  hands  of  the 
best  of  teachers.  These  are  but  a  few  of  the  features 
of  interest  which  characterise  this  truly  excellent  school, 
and  parents  and  friends  will  do  well  to  accept  the 
invitation  of  Mr.  Black  and  see  for  themselves  something 
of  the  able  and  satisfactory  working  of  the  same;  and 
those  who  may  be  solicitous  as  to  what  to  do  with  their 
girls  cannot  do  better  than  visit  Devon  Bank  School 
and  make  arrangements  with  Mr.  Black  by  which  their 
daughters  may  share  in  the  many  educational  advantages 
his  establishment  offers.  For  the  information  of  such, 
it  might  be  stated  that  Mr.  Black  can  be  most 
conveniently  seen  on  school  business  between  one  and 
two  or  after  four  o'clock. 
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LANGSIDE      ACADEMY      &      BOARDING      ESTABLISHMENT. 

Head  Masters :    Alexander    Adam,    F.E.J.S.,    and    Donald    Mackenzie,    M.A. 


The  age  and  venerableness  of  an  institution  may  not 
always  be  its  highest  recommendation,  for,  with  institu- 
tions, as  with  individuals,  the  older  they  grow  the 
stronger  becomes  the  tendency  to  cling  to  the  excellent, 
yet  somewhat  antiquated,  ideas  and  practices  of 
the  past.  There  are,  however,  exceptions  to  every 
rule,  and  no  one  at  all  acquainted  with  the  admirable 
management  and  efficient  working  of  that  long- 
established  school  known  as  Langside  Academy  can  do 
other  than  refer  to  it  in  terms  of  high  commendation 
and  praise.  Having  been  established  for  over  thirty 
years,  and  during  that  time  won  for  itself  a  most 
enviable  position  amongst  its  many  educational 
compeers,  it  has  maintained  that  position  by  retaining 
the  acknowledged  excellen- 
cies of  its  past  curriculum,  ,^==^  1 

and  so  adapting  itself  to  the 
requirements  of  the  day, 
as  to  incorporate  into  its 
system  all  modern  improve- 
ments and  advantages. 

The  building  which  is 
set  apart  for  scholastic 
purposes  is  a  large  one, 
and  is  pleasantly  situated 
in  grounds  upon  which  it  is 
evident  great  care  and  taste  !f 
are  shown. 

The   school   is    divided 
into  two  parts — one  for  boys 

and  the  [other  for  girls — but  great  care  is  taken  that, 
wrhilst  both  departments  enjoy  alike  the  advantages 
of  such  an  arrangement,  no  mingling  of  the  sexes  takes 
place.  To  obviate  this,  there  are  two  entrances  into 
the  school,  and  each  department  has  its  separate 
cloak  rooms  and  lavatories.  The  class  rooms  are 
commodious,  lofty,  and  well  ventilated,  and  are 
fitted  with  every  needful  apparatus  and  appliance  for 
reducing  to  its  minimum  the  irksome  drudgery  of  study. 

The  course  of  instruction  is  of  the  very  best  and 
includes  all  those  branches  which  now  go  to  compose 
the  higher  education  of  young  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and 
it  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  painstaking  tuition  of 
both  head    masters  and  their   assistants  to  learn  that 


many  of  the  alumni  of  this  Academy  have  taken  the 
highest  honours  at  the  University  and  Civil  Service 
Examinations,  and  that  others  are  to-day  occupying 
prominent  positions  in  the  professional  and  commercial 
world. 

A  very  special  feature  of  this  school  is  the  attention 
paid  to  the  pupils  for  the  University  Local  Examina- 
tions, and  it  is  a  most  remarkable,  as  to  the  masters  it 
must  be  a  most  gratifying,  fact  that  in  former  years  a 
pupils  presented  for  the  Senior  Certificate  have  passed. 
In  addition  to  the  subjects  ordinarily  taught  in 
schools,  at  the  Langside  Academy  great  proficiency 
has  been  attained  by  some  of  the  pupils  in  music, 
elocution,  oil  painting,  shorthand,  etc.,  whilst  many  of 

the     girls     have     left     the 
^^  ■-    ^=^=...  school    thoroughly    conver- 

sant  with   the  mysteries  of 
the  cuisine  and  the  marvels 
m^     that  may  be  wrought  by  a 
well-handled,    skilfully-used 


needle.  Special  attention 
is  paid  to  modern  languages, 
the  pupils  being  trained  to 
speak  and  write  French  and 
German,  as  well  as  to 
translate  into  English. 

The  Academy  is  most 
eautifully  situated  at  the 
foot  of  Langside  Wood 
and  in  close  proximity  to 
the  Queen's  Park,  which  is  acknowledged  to  be  the 
finest  about  Glasgow.  Mr.  Adamreceivesinto  his  house 
a  limited  number  of  boarders,  whose  comfort  and  happi- 
ness he  does  his  utmost  to  secure.  The  pleasant 
suburban  situation  of  the  school,  the  salubrity  of  the 
air,  the  ample  scope  afforded  the  pupils  for  healthy 
recreation,  and  the  many  advantages  held  out  to 
boarders  by  the  internal  arrangements  and  home-like 
comforts  of  the  house  must  in  themselves  prove  power- 
ful inducements ;  but  when  there  is  added  to  these  the 
thorough,  high-class  tuition  that  is  given,  there  can  be 
left  nothing  to  desire. 

Full    particulars   will    be   forwarded   to   any  upon 
application  to  the  proprietor. 
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KELVINSIDE    LADIES'    COLLEGE,    21,    Athole    Gardens,    Kelvinside. 


For  us  to  attempt,  in  this  brief  article,  an  exhaustive 
description  of  the  many  pleasing  features  and  tran- 
scendant  excellent  advantages  which  characterize  this 
school  would  be  as  idle  as  it  would  be  foreign 
to  the  purpose  in  hand ;  suffice  it  to  say,  however,  that 
all  that  scholastic  experience,  sanitary  science,  tutorial 
talent,  and  academical  efficiency  can  suggest  are  here 
found  in  active  operation  and  yielding  most  happy  and 
beneficial  results.  The  school  was  established  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  for  the  Young  Ladies  living  in 
Kelvinside  and  adjoining  districts  as  complete  and 
high-class  a  course  of  English  education  as  could 
possibly  be  secured,  by  the  appropriation  of  the  best 
and  most  salient  features  of  a  Continental  curriculum, 
by  a  wisely  arranged  and  carefully  graduated  course 
of  study,  and  by  enlisting  the  sympathy  and  talent 
of  an  eminent  staff  of  teachers.  No  one  at  all  familiar 
with  the  working" and  present  position  of  the  College 
can  hesitate  in  saying  that  its  original  purpose  has 
been  most  happily  and  successfully  achieved. 

Kelvinside  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be  the  most 
salubrious  and  fashionable  of  all  Glasgow's  suburbs, 
and  here,  occupying  one  of  its  finest  and  most  elevated 
positions,  surrounded  by  the  most  pleasant  and  beautiful 
of  its  natural  associations,  this  College  for  Young 
Ladies  stands  as  a  centre  of  educational  light  and 
life  and  the  prolific  source  of  intellectual  stimulus  and 
activity. 

The  building  itself,  which  overlooks  the  extensive 
pleasure  grounds  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  families 
residing  in  Athole  Gardens,  is  a  very  commodious  and 
comfortable  one  and  seems  splendidly  adapted  for  the 
efficient  carrying  on  of  a  large  and  first-class  school. 
There  are  several  spacious,  airy,  and  well-lit  class- 
rooms, furnished  on  the  most  approved  hygienic 
principles  and  liberally  supplied  with  all  necessary 
apparatus  and  appliance. 


The  method  of  Instruction  adopted  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Widmer  is,  as  far  as  practicable,  that  followed  by 
the  best  German  Tochterschulen  ;  and,  entrusted  to  the 
care  of  a  numerous  and  thoroughly  competent  staff  of 
teachers,  it  has  been  found  to  answer  admirably.  The 
curriculum,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  English  sub- 
jects, includes  thorough  instruction  in  conversational 
French  and  German,  science,  needlework,  class-singing, 
musical  drill  and  health  exercises  ;  whilst,  amongst 
the  extra  subjects,  special  attention  is  given  to  the 
various  branches  of  music,  drawing,  painting,  calis- 
thenics, dancing,  deportment,  etc. 

The  Principals,  having  the  necessary  accommo- 
dation, offer  to  a  limited  number  of  young  ladies 
the  comforts  and  refining  influences  of  their  well- 
regulated  home ;  and  to  many  a  parent  it  will  be  a 
powerful  inducement  to  learn  that,  in  addition  to 
the  joys  and  privileges  of  home  life,  conscientious 
regard  will  ever  be  paid  to  their  daughters'  moral  and 
religious  education,  as  well  as  to  the  inculcation  of 
refined  manners,  graceful  habits,  and  lady-like  behaviour. 

The  neighbouring  Botanic  Gardens  and  the  West 
End  or  Kelvingrove  Park,  both  of  which  can  be  reached 
from  the  College  in  a  few  minutes,  offer  ample  oppor- 
tunities for  healthful  recreation  and  amusement  ;  and 
occasional  expeditions  to  interesting  localities  in  the 
neighbourhood  or  holiday  trips  to  London  or  the 
Continent  help  to  expand  the  minds  and  stimulate  the 
mental  activities  of  those  lady-students  of  this  Institu- 
tion that  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
under  the  kindly  and  able  guidance  of  the  Principals. 

Mrs.  Widmer  is,  we  understand,  at  home  every 
Tuesday  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  visitors  on  matters 
pertaining  to  the  school,  and  would,  we  are  sure,  be 
happy  to  give  information  as  to  fees,  etc.,  to  any 
desiring  it. 


ALEXANDER    HAMILTON,    Tea,    Coffee,    Fruit,    and    Spice    Merchant, 

257,    Main    Street,    Gorbals. 


Of  the  many  firms  which  have  contributed  to  the 
reputation  of  Glasgow  for  commercial  enterprise  and 
success  that  of  Mr.  Alexander  Hamilton,  Tea,  Coffee, 
and  Spice  Merchant,  of  257,  Main  Street,  Gorbals,  takes 
foremost  rank,  and  it  is  men  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  stamp 
who  make  the  importance  of  any  city.  He  is  a 
thoroughly  practical  man,  having  gained  his  experience 
in  the  well-known  firm  of  Messrs.  Cooper  &  Co.,  the 
renowned  tea  merchants  and  grocers  of  Glasgow.  After 
being  in  their  service  for  several  years  Mr.  Hamilton 
thought,  and  thought  wisely,  that  to  gain  some  ex- 
perience of  the  manner  in  which  trade  is  conducted  in 
the  world's  metropolis — London — would  be  of  benefit  to 
himself,  and  accordingly  he  looked  out  for  and  obtained 
a  situation  with  Messrs.  Shoolbread  &  Co.,  of  Tottenham 
Court  Road,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a  considerable 


time,  acquiring  a  greater  knowledge  of  his  business  and 
a  thorough  mastery  of  all  its  details. 

On  leaving  London  he  again  entered  the  service  of 
Messrs.  Cooper  &  Co.,  Glasgow,  his  former  employers, 
and  this  very  fact  speaks  volumes  for  the  ability  and 
energy  possessed  by  Mr.  Hamilton  and  the  estimation 
in  which  he  was  held  by  Messrs.  Cooper  &  Co. 

He  remained  with  these  gentlemen  this  time  until 
he  decided  to  rank  with  the  employers  and  not  with  the 
employed,  and  having  found  suitable  premises  in  Main 
Street,  which  had  already  been  a  grocer's  establishment 
for  over  half-a- century  and  which  have  a  commanding 
position,  he  took  upon  himself  the  important  step  of 
taking  these  premises  and  becoming  one  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Glasgow,  carrying  with  him  the  good  wishes 
and  respect  of  his  late  employers — no  mean  contribution 
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to  a  man's  ability  and  integrity  ;  and  he  still  maintains 
the  most  cordial  relations  with  them. 

The  shop  consists  of  a  central  doorway  and  two 
handsome  windows,  in  which  are  most  tastefully 
exhibited  samples  of  the  different  wares  dealt  in  by  Mr. 
Hamilton. 

The  stock  is  a  very  varied  one,  and  it  would  be 
impossible  to  enumerate  all  the  articles  ;  but  the  greater 
portion  consists  of  tea,  coffee,  jams,  jellies,  biscuits, 
groceries,  provisions,  patent  medicines,  and  all  the 
diversified  goods  which  constitute  the  stock-in-trade  of 
an  Italian  warehouseman. 

In  a  leading  business  house  of  this  class  there  are 
generally  one  or  two  articles  made  a  speciality  of,  and 
one  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  specialities  is  tea,  for  the  excel- 
lence of  which  he  has  gained  a  widespread  and  well- 
deserved  reputation.  Mr.  Hamilton  has  had  consider- 
able experience  in  this  branch  of  the  trade,  and  a  really 
good  tea  taster  is  a  rarity.  And  when  he  has  bought  his 
teas  he  also  knows  how  to  blend  them,  and  his  2/-  blend 


of  Indian  and  Ceylon  is  the  most  famous  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood and  well  merits  its  popularity.  His  coffee  is 
also  of  superior  quality,  and,  being  freshly  ground,  none 
of  its  invigorating  properties  are  lost. 

Mr.  Hamilton  also  deals  largely  in  provisions,  and 
no  praise  is  too  high  for  the  superior  quality  of  the 
articles  which  he  retails  to  his  customers. 

A  few  more  words  of  the  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Hamilton  conducts  his  business,  and  this  is  strictly  on 
the  cash  system,  a  system  which  is  growing  very  much 
among  the  leading  firms,  and  which  not  only  gives  the 
proprietor  of  an  establishment  but  also  his  customers 
the  benefits  of  the  very  great  saving  of  expense  which 
is  effected  by  this  system,  and  which  the  public  are 
beginning  now  to  fully  appreciate. 

Mr.  Hamilton  has  gained  for  himself  a  widespread 
and  valuable  connection,  and  his  business  is  developing 
itself  to  a  great  extent.  He  has  acquired  the  confidence 
of  the  public,  and  his  success  is  well  and  thoroughly 
deserved. 


DUNCAN   JENKINS,  Cab  and  Carriage  Hirer  and  Carting  Contractor,  The  Cross,  Govan. 


Amongst  the  leading  business  undertakings  in  this 
rising  burgh  we  have  pleasure  in  directing  the  attention 
of  our  subscribers  to  the  flourishing  establishment  so 
ably  conducted  by  Mr.  Duncan  Jenkins,  the  principal 
Cab  and  Carriage  Hirer  and  Carting  Contractor  in  the 
locality.  Mr.  Jenkins  commenced  the  business  about 
twenty  years  ago,  acquiring  for  this  purpose  the  exten- 
sive site  which  now  forms  the  headquarters  of  the 
concern.  The  premises  are  centrally  situated  at  the 
Cross  of  Govan,  and  comprise  commodious  block  of 
buildings,  with  well  -  appointed  order  office  at  the 
entrance,  and  conveniently  arranged  stabling,  yard, 
and  large  coachhouses  in  the  rear.  Here  may  be 
inspected  a  wide  selection  of  high-class  vehicles,  includ- 
ing open  and  close  carriages,  private  broughams, 
waggonettes,  funeral  and  marriage  equipages,  cabs, 
cars,  and  a  great  variety  of  gigs,  etc.,  for  pleasure  and 
business  purposes.  Special  attention  is  paid  by  the 
proprietor  to  the  Funeral  Undertaking  Department, 
orders  for  this  class  of  work  being  executed  with  all' 
promptitude  and  completeness  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms.  Another  important  department  of  the  business 
includes  the  fulfilment  of  contracts  for  public  work, 
in  which  connection  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  Mr. 
Jenkins  has  recently  concluded  an  agreement  of 
this  character  for  the  Cleansing  Department  of  the 
Burgh  of  Govan,  for  which  he  has  acquired  a  large 
number  of  additional  vehicles  and  horses,  and  has 
built  extra  stabling  in  the  Somerton  Road.  Mr. 
Jenkins  contracts  for  all  the  shipbuilding  yards  in 
Govan,  and  also  undertakes  the  removal  of  furniture  by 
road,  rail,  or  sea,  and  provides  for  this  purpose  well- 
built  luggage  vans  of  large  capacity,  obviating  the 
necessity  of  packing  for  transit.  These  briefly  outlined 
details  will  afford  our  readers  some  indication  of  the 
magnitude  and  importance  of  Mr.  Jenkins'  business 
operations,  which  require  the  services  of  a  large  number 


of  workpeople  and  an  immense  stud  of  horses  to  com- 
plete the  numerous  orders  on  the  books  in  each  depart- 
ment, the  whole  being  capably  controlled  by  the 
proprietor,  whose  gratifying  success  in  the  business 
must  be  entirely  attributed  to  the  energy  and  enterprise 
with  which  it  has  been  so  long  and  ably  conducted. 
Mr.  Jenkins  is  widely  known  and  respected  in  local 
circles,  and  his  admitted  superiority  as  a  skilful  whip  is 
often  demonstrated  to  the  satisfaction  of  lovers  of  the 
art  of  driving  when  exercising  his  young  horses  in  the 
roads  in  the  vicinity,  while  bis  genial  personality  has 
deservedly  gained  for  him  a  large  measure  of  popularity 
with  all  classes  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Also  breeds  and  exhibits  hackney  horses  ;  breeding 
stud  at  Fairfield  ;  last  ten  years  taken  more  prizes  at 
agricultural  shows  than  any  man  in  the  West  of  Scot- 
land. Also  took  first  prize  for  pony  at  Royal  Agricul- 
tural Society  in  London,  March  4th,  1891— first  prize 
ever  crossed  the  borders.  Large  number  of  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  apply  to  him  for  first-class  carriage 
horses  ;  if  not  in  stock,  procures  them  from  best  studs 
in  England.  At  his  stud  at  present,  three  1st  Class 
prize  stallions:-  — 

Magnificent  hackney  stallion 

ERL    KING: 

(H.S.B.  2974)  ;  dark  chestnut.  First  prize  this  year 
Paisley  and  Kilmarnock. 

KING    ORRY: 
(H.S.B.   No.    3068);  dark  brown.     Number  of  prizes: 
1st  and  2nd   Paisley;  2nd  Kilmarnock;  2nd  Glasgow, 
1890. 

SIR   JOHN: 
dark  brown  pony,  stallion  ;   13  hands  (H.S.B.  No.  3280). 
1st   prize  Greenock  and  Barhead  ;    2nd  Ayr;  2nd  Kil- 
marnock ;  2nd  Glasgow— only  time  2nd  beat  by  his  sire, 
the  noted  Sir  Gibbie. 
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MESSRS.    CRAWFORD    BROTHERS,     Flax    Spinners,    Patent    Linen    Thread 
and    Shoe    Thread    Manufacturers,    Beith,    Ayrshire. 


This  distinguished  business  was  founded  over  a 
century  ago,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  linen  thread  manu- 
facturing houses  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  works 
are  situated  at  the  junction  of  the  Glasgow,  Barrhead, 
and  Kilmarnock  Joint  Railway  and  the  Lanarkshire 
and  Ayrshire  Railway  at  Beith,  and  are  very  easy  of 
access  from  Glasgow.  They  consist  of  several  large  and 
well-designed  blocks  of  buildings,  affording  scope  for  the 
operations  of  some  hundreds  of  hands.      Near  by  is  a 


fail  to  admire  the  wondrous  uniformity  and  evenness  of 
the  production,  particularly  in  the  finer  classes.  Of 
course  this  is  essential  to  the  strength  and  perfection  of 
sewing  thread,  and  is  a  chief  element  in  the  reputation 
won  by  this  firm.  After  the  spinning  and  twisting 
operations  are  complete,  the  thread  is  bleached,  dyed, 
and  finished,  and  is  ready  to  be  put  up  in  various  ways 
according  to  the  requirements  of  the  customers.  The 
Messrs.  Crawford  Brothers   make  all  kinds  of  linen 


neat  village,  mainly  the  property  of  the  firm,  and  appro- 
priated to  its  employes.  The  plant  for  heckling,  pre- 
paring, spinning,  and  twisting  is  all  of  the  most 
approved  design,  and  turns  out  thread  for  all  kinds  of 
sewing  of  decidedly  superior  quality.  The  best  Irish 
and  Continental  flax  is  used,  the  fine  silky  flax  of 
Belgium  being  eminently  suited  for  the  finer  numbers. 
With  the  exception  of  the  preliminary  processes  proper 
to  the  heckling  department,  thread  manufacturing  is 
now  entirely  done  by  machinery,  and  to  describe  the 
various  processes  of  preparing,  spinning,  and  twisting 
transcends  our  descriptive  powers.     The  visitor  cannot 


and  shoe  threads  for  hand  and  machine  sewing, 
including  gilling,  carpet,  Jacquard,  sewing  machine, 
wax  machine,  sole  sewing,  bookbinders',  glove,  lace, 
embroidery,  and  household  threads.  Their  threads  are 
famous  for  evenness,  strength,  and  superior  finish. 
Their  floss  and  flossette  embroidery  threads  have  long 
held  the  foremost  place  in  the  market,  being  of  such 
pure  colour  and  having  a  lustre  equal  to  silk.  The 
connexions  of  the  firm  extend  to  all  parts  of  the  world, 
and  include  a  valuable  home  trade.  The  offices,  which 
are  appointed  in  handsome  modern  style,  occupy  a 
convenient  position  at  the  entrance  of  the  works. 
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"WILLIAM     BARR,     Bathwell    Tannery,     Beith,    Ayrshire. 


Beith  has  been  the  home  of  a  succession  of  industries. 
More  than  a  century  ago  the  spinning  of  linen  yarns  for 
the  Glasgow  and  Paisley  markets  was  a  flourishing 
business  in  the  district,  and  was  succeeded  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  century  by  the  weaving  of  hand- 
loom  silk  and  muslin  goods.  The  power-loom  killed 
these  industries,  and  in  their  place  we  find  for  the  last 
thirty  years  cabinet  making  and  tanning.  With  the 
latter  industry  is  associated  the  establishment  of  Mr. 
William  Barr,  one  of  the  best  concerns  of  the  kind  in 
Scotland.  Mr.  Barr  purchased  the  tannery  in  1858 
from  the  trustees  of  the  former  proprietor,  Mr.  Robert 
Ramsay,  by  whom  and  his  predecessors  it  had  been 
carried  on  for  the  previous  seventy  years.  At  present 
the  premises  comprise  two  yards,  known  as  the  "  old  " 
and  "  new  "  yards.  The  former  is  used  principally  for 
the  preparation  of  sole  leather,  and  contains  32  large 
handlers,  10  pits,  and  8  leaches.  The  "  new  "  yard  was 
put  down  by  Mr.  Ramsay  48  years  ago,  and  contains  52 
handlers,  26  pits,  and  12  leaches.  Both  yards  are  amply 
supplied  with  water  from  the  Cuff  Hill  reservoir  and 
from  a  well  on  the  premises.  Both  the  yards,  too,  are 
surrounded  with  large  and  airy  drying  sheds,  where  750 
pig  skins,  50  crops,  and  100  horse  hides  can  be  hung  at 
one  time.  The  beam  houses  are  very  conveniently 
situated,  are  of  spacious  dimensions,  and  give  plenty  of 
space  for  a  score  of  beam  men,  when  in  full  work.     A 


large  shed  on  the  Bath  Meadow,  to  the  rear,  serves  for 
drying  scrows,  and  alongside  is  the  "  bark  hill."  Steam 
power  is  supplied  for  the  pumps  and  other  appliances. 
Adjacent  to  the  beam  house  are  the  bark  barns  and  bark 
mill,  and  near  by  is  a  furnace  for  burning  the  exhausted 
bark  and  a  house  for  steam-rendering.  The  curriers' 
department  is  large  and  well  found  ;  and  every  facility, 
in  a  word,  is  provided  for  working  the  industry  on  a 
large  scale.  The  processes  followed  are  entirely  of  the 
honest  old-fashioned  kind.  The  best  Hereford  oak  bark 
alone  is  used,  and  the  process  is  kept  up  till  complete 
tannage  is  effected.  The  heavier  crops  sometimes  lie  in 
the  pits  for  years.  Both  skins  and  hides  are  tanned  and 
curried,  but  principally  hogskins  for  saddlery  purposes. 
The  annual  output  of  these  is  about  20,000,  besides  a 
large  quantity  of  ox  and  horse  hides,  and  kips.  The 
hides  and  skins  are  mostly  native  ;  the  ox  hides  for 
crops  coming  principally  from  the  Glasgow  market.  The 
hogskins  are  sold  principally  in  England,  where,  from 
the  fine  quality  of  the  tannage,  the  best  prices  are 
realised. 

Mr.  Barr  is  a  well-known  gentleman  in  various 
circles  and  an  accomplished  man  of  business.  He  is 
extremely  popular  with  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  him,  and  occupies  an  influential  position  in  the 
trade.  He  has  for  many  years  been  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Ayr. 


MESSRS.    WILSON     &    GALT,    Cabinet    and    Chair    Makers, 
Crummock  Park  Works,   Beith,  Ayrshire. 


The  great  development  of  the  manufacture  of  furniture 
in  Beith  during  the  last  thirty  years  is  one  of 
the  most  marvellous  facts  in  the  history  of  northern 
industry.  Though  the  career  of  the  present  firm  takes 
us  back  only  about  ten  years,  still,  from  the  enterprise 
and  ability  of  its  management,  it  ranks  among  the  fore- 
most and  most  notable  concerns  associated  with  the 
industry.  The  firm  possess  very  large  facilities  for  the 
successful  carrying  on  of  their  enterprise  :  such  as  large 
and  suitable  premises  extending  over  an  acre,  a  splendid 
staff  of  skilled  workers,  and  a  special  plant  of  improved 
wood  -  working  appliances.  The  machinery  merits 
special  attention,  but  we  cannot  afford  space  for  a 
description  of  the  many  ingenious  features  embodied  in 
the  various  shaping  and  fitting  appliances.  The  larger 
part  of  the  machinery  is  situated  on  the  ground  floor  of 
the  main  factory,  which  is  a  substantial  building  of 
three  storeys.  The  second  floor  contains  the  chair 
factory,  and  the  third  the  carving  shop.  Alongside  is 
the  timber-drying  store,  60  feet  long,  heated  by  steam 
pipes,  where  the  final  drying  of  the  prepared  materials 
is  carried  out ;  and  over  this  is  the  store  for  manu- 
factured goods,  the  sand-papering,  polishing,  and  up- 
holstery shops,  through  which  the  steam  -  heating 
apparatus  also  runs.  There  is  also  a  second  carving 
shop,  engine  and  boiler  house,  and  the  usual  timber 
sheds  and  timber  yards.     The  handsome  suite  of  busi- 


ness and  private  offices  occupies  the  neat  building  at 
the  entrance.  The  stock  of  fancy  woods  held  is  of 
great  magnitude,  and  includes  all  the  finest  home  and 
foreign  hard-woods.  It  will  thus  be  evident  that  Messrs. 
Wilson  and  Galt  occupy  a  favourable  position  for 
conducting  their  special  industry,  and  own  one  of  the 
most  complete  and  most  thoroughly  founded  concerns  of 
the  kind.  They  are  particularly  celebrated  for  their 
high-class  chairs,  artistically  designed  and  carved,  and 
for  their  dining-room  suites.  The  designs  shown  are  of 
special  merit,  and  represent  the  work  of  all  the  best 
epochs,  including  many  exquisite  modern  types.  No 
trouble  or  expense  is  spared  to  secure  the  best  designs  ; 
this  being  now  a  main  factor  in  the  success  of  the  trade, 
owing  to  the  rapid  growth  of  a  better  taste  among  the 
public.  We  need  hardly  say  that  the  firm  hold  the 
highest  rank  as  manufacturers,  and  enjoy  a  valuable 
trade  connection  all  over  North  Britain.  Both  partners 
are  experts,  and  have  introduced  the  most  perfect 
organisation  into  all  departments.  Their  business  is 
expanding  steadily,  and  with  the  resources  at  their  dis- 
posal, Messrs.  Wilson  and  Galt  have  evidently  a 
brilliant  future  to  look  forward  to  during  the  second 
decade  ol  the  career  of  their  important  and  well- 
managed  enterprise.  We  may  note,  in  conclusion,  that 
their  working  staff  numbers  some  sixty  hands. 
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MESSRS.    JOHN     MUIR    &    SON,    Tanners,    Curriers,    and    Fancy  Leather 

Manufacturers,     Beith,    Ayrshire. 


The  fine  tannings  of  Beith  have  been  justly  famous 
for  more  than  a  century,  and  the  Bath  Lane  Tannery, 
now  controlled  by  the  firm  of  Messrs.  John  Muir  &  Son, 
has  played  a  prominent  part  in  establishing  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  town  in  this  important  department  of  industry. 
Mr.  William  Muir,  of  Mains,  is  at  present  the  sole 
proprietor  of  the  business,  and  was  admitted  a  partner 
by  his  father  in  1846.  His  grandfather  and  predecessors 
were  tanners  for  many  generations.  The  premises  alto- 
gether cover  a  space  of  about  two  acres,  and  have  every 
facility  for  working  the  tanning  and  currying  business  on 
a  scale  of  the  first  magnitude.  The  Bath  Lane  Tannery, 
in  its  extensive  yards,  has  ample  space  for  a  great  num- 
ber of  handlers,  pits,  and  leaches,  and  the  water  supply 
is  unlimited.  The  buildings  are  of  great  capacity  and  are 
maintained  in  such  a  state  of  order  and  cleanliness  that 
the  usual  disagreeable  incidents  of  a  tannery  are  "  con- 
spicuous by  the  absence."  The  beam  houses,  drying 
sheds,  preparing  houses,  curriers'  shops,  machinery,  etc., 
are  excellently  arranged,  and  are  suitable  in  every  respect. 
The  bark  mill  and  stores  are  situated  at  Lochside, 
near  Kilbirnie  Loch,  where  there  is  a  siding  connected 
with  the  Glasgow  and  South-Western  Railway.  Oak 
bark  tanning  is  exclusively  followed,  and  the  result 
is,    as    might    be    expected,    of    the    most    favourable 


kind.  The  special  feature  of  the  output  is  hog  skins, 
in  the  tanning  and  finishing  of  which  such  improved 
processes  have  been  introduced  that  this  durable  and 
finely-grained  skin 'is  produced  at  a  price  which  leaves 
it  available  for  a  great  variety  of  uses  previously  pro- 
hibited by  its  cost.  It  has,  for  instance,  when  dyed, 
become  one  of  the  most  popular  mediums  for  furniture 
covering,  the  Messrs.  Muir  being  the  first  to  introduce 
it  for  this  purpose — not  to  speak  of  bookbinding  and 
the  manufacture  of  useful  and  fancy  articles,  as  well  as 
for  saddle  making :  its  capacity  for  decoration,  beauty,  and 
durability  recommending  it  in  the  strongest  manner. 
These  skins  are  turned  out  by  the  firm  in  all  the  various 
colours  in  plain  grain  ;  also  embossed  and  dyed  in  every 
variety  of  pattern  and  colour.  The  business  connec- 
tion of  this  old  and  distinguished  firm  is  firmly 
established  with  the  principal  British  and  foreign 
buyers,  and,  large  as  is  the  output  of  the  Bath  Lane 
Tannery,  it  is  satisfactorily  disposed  of.  Mr.  Muir  in 
person  attends  to  the  management  of  the  general 
business,  and  in  his  enterprising  hands  its  old  and 
honourable  record  is  certain  to  have  added  to  it  another 
highly  creditable  chapter.  He  is  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  county  of  Ayr  ;  also  a  representative,  from  the 
parish  of  Beith,  to  the  County  Council. 


MESSRS.    STEVENSON,    HIGGINS,    &    Co.,    Janefield    Cabinet    and   Chair   Works, 

Beith,    Ayrshire. 


The  marvellous  development  which  has  character- 
ised the  cabinet-making  industry  in  Beith,  during  recent 
times,  is  well  illustrated  in  the  case  of  the  above  very 
eminent  firm.  These  works  were  started  eight  years 
ago  with  only  sixteen  hands,  and  the  rapidity  of  their 
development  has  been  such  that  now  150  hands  are 
employed,  and  the  premises  cover  a  couple  of  acres.  In 
fact,  a  revolution  has  taken  place  in  the  industry  by  the 
introduction  of  machinery  for  the  almost  automatic 
production  of  the  several  parts  of  which  furniture  is 
constructed,  and  so  great  is  the  accuracy,  and  so  perfect 
the  finish  of  the  work,  that  it  excels  even  the  most 
skilled  hand  labour.  Messrs.  Stevenson,  Higgins, 
&  Co.'s  premises  comprise  every  department  incidental 
to  the  industry,  from  the  saw-mill,  where  the  preliminary 
cutting  is  done,  to  the  departments  where  the  finishing 
touches  of  the  polisher  and  gilder  are  given  to  the 
completed  article.  The  firm  have  lately  added  an 
extensive  storeroom  covering  a  great  space.  The  main 
factory  is  of  four  storeys,  83  feet  by  32  feet.  The 
ground  floor  is  occupied  by  the  sawing  plant  and  the 
turning  and  shaping  appliances  used  in  the  preparatory 
stages  of  the  manufacture.  The  upper  floors  are 
equipped  with  various  other  ingenious  machines  for 
completing  the  process ;  the  different  pieces  reaching 
the  hands  of  the  workmen  in  the  fitting  up  department 
ready  to  be  put  together.  A  large  portion  of  the  work 
is  sent  out  in  the  "  frame "  state,  but  much  of  it  is 
passed  on  to  the  polishing  and  upholstery  departments, 
to  be  completed.  For  bedroom  suites  of  the  finest 
design     and     the     best     material     and     workmanship, 


Messrs.  Stevenson,  Higgins,  &  Co.  have  gained  an 
enviable  reputation  with  the  trade  ;  while  in  the  pro- 
duction of  chairs  of  all  classes,  except  kitchen  chairs, 
they  are  facile  princeps.  From  the  constructional  prin- 
ciples adopted  by  the  firm,  the  great  desideratum  of 
strength,  and  its  corollary  durability,  has  been  notably 
attained  ;  while  in  matter  of  design  they  are  recognised 
as  specialists  both  for  modern,  sub-modern,  and 
Renaissance  work.  They  are  also  well  known  as 
experts  in  the  manufacture  of  ship  furniture;  and, 
indeed,  in  every  section  of  the  industry,  the  visitor  to 
their  establishment  will  see  enough  to  convince  him 
that  the  phenomenal  progress  of  the  firm  has  been  won 
by  sheer  merit  alone.  A  great  number  of  the  most 
exquisite  designs  are  now  in  stock,  and  the  student  of 
the  progress  of  our  art-industries  who  visits  the  rooms 
of  this  firm  will  have  a  rare  opportunity  of  studying  the 
latest  developments  of  cabinet  making.  Steam  power, 
we  need  hardly  say,  is  supplied  in  excess  of  all  possible 
requirements  by  a  powerful  horizontal  engine,  and  the 
working  staff  consists  of  picked  hands.  The  immense 
output  finds  its  way  to  the  best  houses  all  over  the 
United  Kingdom,  with  which  the  firm  enjoy  the  most 
pleasing  relations  and  the  most  flattering  reputation. 
Their  stock  of  hardwoods  is  also  as  extensive  as  it  is 
vaiied  and  select,  finding  ample  accommodation  in  their 
extensive  yards  and  storehouses  during  the  long  but 
indispensable  seasoning  process.  The  whole  business 
is  perfectly  organised,  and  is  carried  on,  on  its  com- 
mercial side,  with  the  same  energy  and  judgment  that 
distinguishes  its  executive  departments. 


If  A  ^ 
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MESSRS.    HUGH     MELVILLE    &    CO.,    Roebank    Print   Works,    near    Beith,    Ayrshire. 


One  of  the  most  interesting  industries  of  Scotland  is 
represented  by  the  above  firm.  The  business  dates  back 
over  fifty  years,  and  was  established  by  Mr.  Hugh 
Melville,  his  brother,  and  others,  in  premises  now 
forming  but  an  inconsiderable  part  of  the  extensive 
works  of  the  firm.  The  present  premises  have  the  most 
ample  facilities  both  as  respects  space  and  appliances 
for  carrying  on  the  business ;  the  chief  operation  being 
the  dyeing  and  printing  of  silk  handkerchiefs  for  the 
Rangoon  market.  There  are  several  blocks  of  buildings 
appropriated  to  the  different  departments  or  processes. 
The  first  in  order  is  of  four  storeys,  the  ground  floor 
being  fitted  up  with  various  fine  washing  and  drying 
machines.  Above  are  the  offices,  designers'  room,  and 
foreman  printer's  office,  together  with  very  capacious 
receiving  rooms.  The  second  floor  contains  the  general 
warerooms  and  the  steaming  rooms,  and  the  top  flat  the 
preparing  room,  where  the  "  grey  "  goods  are  made  ready 
for  boiling.  This  building  is  about  50  by  30  feet.  The 
next  block  is  also  of  four  flats,  100  by  30  feet,  and  is 
entirely  devoted  to  stamping  or  printing  operations, 
each  of  the  four  floors  being  fitted  up  with  ten  large 
printing  tables.  A  third  building  is  devoted  to 
steaming,  which  is  done  in  large  tanks  or  boxes,  in 
which  the  goods,  when  printed,  are  suspended,  in  order 
to  "  strike  "  the  colours.  These  tanks  reach  almost  to 
the  roof.  A  fourth  building  of  two  storeys,  100  by  20 
feet,  is  devoted  to  the  storage  of  blocks,  which  are 
numbered  and  placed  on  ranges  of  shelves  fitted  up 
across  the  rooms.  Each  block  has  a  duplicate  stamped 
paper  pattern  bearing  a  corresponding  number  for  the 
use  of  customers.  A  fifth  large  building  of  one  storey 
contains  the  steam  boiling  plant  and  a  spacious  padding 
and    finishing:    room.       Other   ranges   of  buildings    are 


devoted  to  the  mixing  and  preparation  of  colours  and 
other  printing  materials,  block  cutting,  and  the  printing 
of  goods  designed  for  the  home  market.  The  total  staff 
numbers  160  hands. 

The  processes  in  brief  are  as  follows  : — The  goods, 
principally  silk  handkerchiefs  for  the  head,  are  first 
thoroughly  washed,  sixty-four  pieces  being  sewn  end  to 
end.  The  washing  accomplished,  by  the  aid  of  the 
special  appliances  fitted  up  for  that  purpose,  they  are 
dried  and  sent  to  the  printers.  The  printing  is  done  by 
flat  blocks  of  wood  containing  those  portions  of  the 
pattern  which  are  of  the  same  colour.  For  special  work 
copper  and  type-metal  blocks  are  used.  After  the 
printing  is  complete,  the  grounds  are  dyed  and  the  final 
drying  and  finishing  process  completed.  Three  principal 
colours  used  are  orange,  pink,  and  blue,  of  the  fullest  and 
brightest  tone.  These  form  the  ground,  and  are 
wrought  into  various  patterns  dear  to  the  Oriental  taste. 
Portions  of  the  pattern  are  left  of  the  natural  creamy 
white  of  the  silk,  and  on  others  are  impressed  portions 
of  the  pattern  in  colours,  the  contrast  heightening  the 
brilliant  effect.  The  handkerchiefs  are  made  in  pieces 
of  eight  squares,  and  more  than  a  thousand  pieces  are 
turned  out  per  diem,  indicating  a  very  extensive  business. 

The  printing  done  for  the  home  trade  is  also  of  the 
highest  class,  including  the  printing  of  Art  curtains  for 
the  London  market.  The  business  is  as  flourishing  as 
it  is  reputable  and  extensive.  The  Messrs.  Melville 
have  carried  it  to  a  rare  point  of  perfection  and  success, 
and  their  skill  in  hitting  the  critical  taste  of  Eastern 
aristocrats  is  simply  marvellous.  Their  long  experience 
of  the  business  has  given  them  a  rare  mastery  of  its 
requirements  ;  for  the  rest,  it  is  perfectly  evident,  they 
are  not  likely  to  be  found  wanting. 


CALEDONIA    CABINET    &    CHAIR    WORKS.         Mr.     Matthew    Pollock,    Beith,    Ayrshire. 


The  great  and  representative  Cabinet-making  and 
Chair  manufacturing  works  of  Mr.  Matthew  Pollock, 
in  Beith,  now  form  one  of  the  main  centres  of  the  indus- 
try in  Scotland,  and,  in  some  respects,  are  unrivalled  in 


the  United  Kingdom. 


Mr.  Pollock  has  had  a  life-long 


experience  of  the  business,  having  been  apprenticed  at 
an  early  age  to  Mr.  James  Dale,  one  of  the  most  reputed 
craftsmen  of  his  day.  In  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Mr.  John  Pollock,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  the  modern 
development  of  the  cabinet-making  business  in  Beith  by 
establishing  the  celebrated  Victoria  Cabinet  Works. 
This  took  place  in  1857,  and  from  that  date  to  1879  he 
was  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  the  enterprise,  watch- 
ing over  its  evolution  and  supporting  it  with  undeviating 
attention.  When  he  started  the  above  splendid  concern 
the  success  of  the  enterprise  in  Beith  was  already  assured 
— thanks  to  the  many  ingenious  inventions  for  wood- 
working introduced  by  the  firm  of  Messrs.  M.  and  J. 
Pollock.  At  present  the  Caledonia  Works  comprise  a 
group  of  substantial  three-storey  workshops,  splendid 
suites  of  offices,  and  capacious  yards  and  stores,  occu- 
pying a  space  of  one-and-a-half  acres  and  affording 
employment  to  250  hands.     The  whole  is  enclosed  by  a 


boundary  wall,  and  forms  a  com  pact  and  complete  fac 
tory  of  the  first  order  of  magnitude.  The  offices  occupy 
the  front,  and  communicate  by  a  covered  gangway  with 
the  works,  which  stand  to  the  left  and  rear.  The  yard 
is  utilized  for  the  storage  of  logs  and  sawn  timber,  of 
which  a  heavy  stock  is  necessarily  kept  to  meet  the  large 
demands  of  the  factory,  but  all  the  larger,  as  a  consider- 
able portion  is  undergoing  the  seasoning  process,  which 
takes  several  years.  Much  of  the  fine  home  and  foreign 
hard  woods  is  kept  in  sheds,  under  cover,  and  the 
amplest  accommodation  is  provided  for  this  purpose. 
The  factory  proper  consists  of  several  blocks  of  buildings, 
with  spacious  attics  above  the  third  storey,  and  offering 
every  facility  of  space  for  the  several  departments  of  the 
work.  It  will  be  evident,  then,  that,  in  point  of  capa- 
city, the  Caledonia  Works  are  all  that  can  be  desired. 
On  entering,  the  visitor  will  be  agreeably  surprised  at 
the  superb  mechanical  equipment  of  the  place.  First  in 
order  comes  the  powerful  steam  engine,  which  is  the 
latest  of  the  many  additions  that  have  from  time  to  time 
taken  place.  This  is  the  most  powerful  engine  that  we 
know  of  in  thecabinet-making  industry,  and  wasstarted  on 
Saturday,  January  10th,  1891,  by  Mr.  Pollock,  the  aus- 
picious event  being  afterwards  celebrated  by  a  banquet, 
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to  which  a  large  and  influential  company  sat  down.  The 
engine  was  made  by  Messrs.  Robert  Kerr  and  Sons,  of 
Glengarnock,  who  have  long  been  associated  with  the 
production  of  machinery  for  the  Messrs.  Pollock,  and 
is  a  horizontal  tandem  condensing  engine,  developing 
200-h.p.  and  working  with  a  minimum  supply  of 
fuel.  A  large  pond  has  also  been  constructed  to  store 
water  for  condensing  and  steam-raising  purposes.  The 
sawmill  occupies  a  great  portion  of  the  ground  floor  of 
the  works,  and  contains  a  large  horizontal  frame-saw, 
cutting  up  to  4  ft.,  a  large  vertical  3-ft.  frame-saw,  a 
heavy  travelling  circular  bench  saw,  a  "  swing  "  cross- 
cut circular  for  logs,  etc.,  fine  circulars,  band  saws  of  all 
sizes,  planing,  moulding,  mitring,  tenoning,  mortising, 
scraping,  and  turning  machinery,  all  of  special  construc- 
tion, and  embodying  several  important  improvements 
and  inventions  of  Mr.  Pollock.  Division  of  labour  has 
been  carried  into  every  department,  and  though  the 
greater  portion  of  the  work  is  done  with  the  greatest 
accuracy  and  finish  by  the  various  machines,  the  expert- 
ness  acquired  by  the  attendants  does  much  to  facilitate 
operations,  particularly  in  the  turning  and  shaping 
departments.  The  speed  at  which  the  work  is  turned 
out  tends  greatly  to  lessen  the  cost  of  production,  and 
reduces  the  work  of  the  fitters'  department  to  a  mini- 
mum, nothing  being  necessary  but  to  put  together  the 
parts  previously  prepared  and  ready  to  their  hands.  The 
fitting  and   finishing  shops    occupy    the    upper   floors, 


where  samples  of  the  most  beautiful  cabinet  work  may 
always  be  seen  in  process  of  being  put  together.  A 
special  department  is  set  apart  for  chair  making, 
and  turns  out  20,000  annually.  Another  is  devoted 
to  bedroom  and  dining-room  suites  and  a  third  to 
carved  work.  The  polishing  operations  are  also  fully 
provided  for.  The  important  matter  of  drying  the  wood 
thoroughly  before  cutting  up  and  fitting  it  is  carried  out 
in  a  large  stove  house,  of  three  flats,  over  the  boiler 
room.  Such,  in  brief,  is  the  mechanical  outfit  and  work- 
ing equipment  of  the  business  in  the  Caledonia  Works. 
Mr.  Pollock,  we  need  not  say,  retains  the  services  of 
the  best  designers  that  can  be  found,  and  his  production 
will  be  found  to  cover  all  types  of  furniture,  from  the 
simply  useful  article  to  the  most  exquisite  reproductions 
of  Renaissance  and  modern  work.  He  enjoys  a  splendid 
connection  with  the  best  British  furniture  houses  ;  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  combined  the  finest  design  with 
the  reliability  which  Scotch  furniture  has  long  displayed 
being  now  universally  appreciated.  The  business  is  still 
expanding,  and  will,  doubtless,  yet  assume  even  larger 
proportions.  Mr.  Pollock,  who  is  ably  assisted  by  his 
son,  is  as  popular  as  he  is  widely  known,  and  with  his 
brother,  the  owner  of  the  original  Victoria  Works,  stands 
at  the  head  of  this  great  industry.  They  have  given  it 
a  new  lustre  and  development,  and  will,  we  trust,  be 
long  spared  to  wear  the  laurels  they  have  so  honourably 
won. 


MESSRS.    J.    &    J.    GARDINER,     Manufacturers    of    Dining    Room,     Drawing    Room, 
and    Parlour    Furniture,    Reform    Street,    Beith,    Ayrshire. 


This  widely  connected  and  reputable  firm  was  the 
third  established  in  the  cabinet-making  line  in  Beith. 
It  dates  back  about  twelve  years,  the  sole  proprietor 
now  being  Mr.  James  Gardiner,  his  partner  being 
deceased  some  three  years.  The  premises  of  the  firm 
cover  half-an-acre  of  ground,  having  been  greatly 
enlarged  and  added  to  from  time  to  time.  The  main 
factory  is  a  large,  handsome,  and  substantial  building  of 
four  floors,  and  has  been  recently  erected.  The  older 
premises,  the  engine  and  boiler  house,  and  the  timber 
drying  stores  over  the  latter  stand  to  the  side,  and 
around  is  the  large  timber  yard,  heavily  stocked  with 
choice  hard  woods.  The  newer  or  main  block  has 
been  skilfully  designed,  and  is  lighted  with  rows  of 
windows  front  and  rear.  Its  dimensions  are  66  by  20 
feet.  The  ground  floor  is  appropriated  to  offices  and 
the  various  labour-saving  appliances,  which  have  played 
such  a  part  in  the  development  of  the  industry.  We 
cannot  adequately  describe  the  efficiency  and  ingenuity 
of  several  of  these  appliances  ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  they 
perform  the  various  operations  of  cutting,  turning, 
tenoning,  mortising,  planing,  and  moulding  in  a  manner 
that  no  hand-work,  however  skilled,  could  hope  to 
equal.  They  also  give  scope  for  improved  construction 
that  has  been  of  the  greatest  service  in  maintaining  the 
reputation  of  Scotch-made  furniture,  so  long  and 
deservedly  enjoyed.  Ascending  to  the  second  floor,  the 
visitor  finds  himself  in  the  carving  shop,  where  a  special 
staff  of  carvers  are  busily  engaged  in  their  delicate 
craft.  Immediately  above  this  is  the  polishing  and 
upholstery  department,  while  the  top  floor  is  used  as  a 
storeroom.  Turning,  sandpapering,  etc.,  are  carried  on 
in  the  older  premises.     A  noticeable  feature  of  the  place 


is  the  number  of  women,  or,  rather,  girls,  employed  in 
several  of  the  operations,  and  it  was  evident  that  their 
taste  and  lightness  of  touch  qualified  them  in  an 
especial  manner  for  their  employment.  Steam  power 
is  used  throughout,  and  the  heat  of  the  boiler  house  is 
ingeniously  used  for  drying  the  wood  by  means  of  open 
floors  above.  It  is  important  to  note  that  this  operation 
is  thoroughly  carried  out,  and  the  material  goes  to  the 
cabinet-makers  in  the  driest,  as  well  as  in  the  best 
seasoned,  condition.  The  production  of  the  Messrs. 
Gardiner  is  of  the  highest  class  both  for  design  and 
workmanship,  and  covers  the  whole  range  of  dining 
room,  drawing  room,  and  parlour  furniture.  Both 
modern  and  previous  periods  are  well  represented  in  the 
stock  shown  on  the  top  flat  of  the  main  building  ;  and 
the  skill  displayed  in  original  work  or  in  reproducing 
the  types  of  the  famous  periods  of  art,  as  perfected  in 
different  European  centres,  is  of  the  first  order.  Chairs 
and  sofas  are  noted  specialities  of  the  firm,  but  their 
goods  in  suites  are  no  less  worthy  of  commendation. 
Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Gardiner  manufacture  principally  for 
the  Glasgow  market,  and  the  splendid  connexion  they 
control  there  is  the  best  evidence  that  could  be  desired 
of  their  high  standing  in  the  industry.  The  working 
staff  numbers  46  hands  and  is  personally  directed  by 
Mr.  Gardiner.  He  is  a  practical  man  and  has  had  a 
life-long  experience  of  the  business.  His  accurate 
knowledge  of  its  modern  requirements  and  his  skill  in 
meeting  them  have  been  the  great  secrets  of  his  suc- 
cess, and  account  for  the  progress  of  this  factory  from 
its  humble  beginning  to  its  present  honourable  and 
distinguished  position. 
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MESSRS.    MATTHEW    WYLIE    &    SON,     Rope    and    Twine    Manufacturers, 
Meadowbank    Ropery,    Beith,    Ayrshire. 


The  business  of  this  first-class  firm  extends  to  all  parts 
of  the  world.  It  was  originally  established  in  the 
Dairy  Road  over  a  century  ago  by  Mr.  John  Wylie, 
grandfather  of  the  present  senior  partner,  Mr.  Matthew 
Wylie,  who  has  been  in  it  for  over  fifty  years.  The 
fifth  generation  of  the  family,  in  fact,  is  now  represented 
in  the  Works.  The  present  extensive  premises  have 
been  occupied  for  twelve  years  and  comprise  every 
requisite  for  carrying  on  the  manufacture  of  ropes   and 


Ropes  and  twines  of  all  kinds  are  made  and  for  every 
purpose.  Only  the  best  Russian  and  Italian  hemp  and 
the  finest  flaxes  are  used.  The  output,  we  need  not 
say,  is  of  the  finest  quality.  A  large  trade  is  controlled 
with  the  principal  home  buyers,  in  addition  to  which  a 
great  export  business  is  done  with  America,  Africa,  and 
Australia.  The  prosperity  so  long  enjoyed  by  this 
house  goes  on  steadily  increasing,  and  though  one  of 
the  oldest  in  the  trade  in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  is  still 


twines  that  mechanical  ingenuity  has  yet  devised. 
Special  note  may  be  here  taken  of  their  cabling  and 
polishing  machines,  on  which  Mr.  William  Wylie  has 
made  several  important  alterations  and  improvements. 
The  ropewalk  is  600  yards  long  and  is  roofed  with 
corrugated  iron.  The  large  and  highly  efficient  plant  is 
driven  by  a  steam  engine  of  120-h.p.  nominal,  and  the 
various  operations  afford  employment  to  a  large  staff. 

The  offices   are  to  the  front.      Alongside  are  capa- 
cious stores  for  storing  finished  and  unfinished  goods. 


green  and  flourishing.  We  have  no  doubt  that  its 
future  record  will  bear  a  favourable  comparison  with 
the  past,  and  that  the  enterprise  of  the  family  which 
has  sufficed  to  raise  it  to  its  present  distinguished 
position  will  not  be  found  lacking  in  meeting  the 
demands  and  requirements  of  the  future,  be  they  what 
they  may. 

The  firm  will  be  pleased  at  all  times  to  furnish 
samples  of  their  various  products  and  quote  best  prices 
— F.O.B.  or  F.O.R. 


REID  &  Co.,  Fishing  Net  M 
This  rapidly  rising  firm,  which  already,  though 
dating  back  no  farther  than  1885,  has  made  a  name  for 
itself  in  fishing  circles  in  Scotland,  deserves  notice  in 
these  pages  for  the  excellence  of  its  productions  and  the 
able  and  judicious  manner  in  which  it  has  been  managed. 
Messrs.  Reid  &  Co.  make  fishing  nets  of  every  kind 
for  the  taking  of  herring,  mackerel,  pilchards,  sprats, 
etc.,  and  have  laid  down  a  plant  of  twenty  looms  of 
the  newest  type  for  that  purpose.  The  premises  are 
very  suitable  for  an  industry  of  this  kind,  and  have  been 
skilfully  designed.  The  main  weaving  shed  is  lit  from 
the  roof  and  is  of  spacious  proportions,  measuring  135 
by  30  feet.  The  net  weaving  looms  are  very  ingenious 
in  their  construction,  and  weave  nets  of  various  sizes  of 
mesh    with    a   facility    and    perfection    that    is    simply 


anufacturers,    Kilbirnie,    Ayrshire. 

admirable.  When  the  pieces  of  about  100  yards  are 
complete  they  are  taken  to  the  finishing  rooms  adjacent 
to  the  weaving  departments,  and  are  there  made  ready 
for  dispatch  to  the  coast.  These  pieces  are  joined  end 
to  end  till  a  train  of  sufficient  length  is  completed,  and 
are  then  buoyed  and  provided  with  hauling  and  foot- 
ropes.  Messrs.  Reid  &  Co.  do  a  good  business  with 
fishermen  and  fishing  companies  in  Scotland,  and 
their  goods,  so  far  as  they  have  been  yet  tested,  are 
found  to  be  both  strong  and  durable.  As  one  of  the 
younger  representatives  of  the  industry  which  has 
carried  the  fame  of  Kilbirnie  to  all  parts  of  the  globe, 
we  congratulate  them  on  their  success,  and  have  no 
doubt  that  they  will  divide  the  "  honors  and  rewards  " 
of  the  industry  with  the  best  firms  in  the  trade. 
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MESSRS.    W.    &    J.    KNOX,    Linen    Thread   Works   and    Fishing   Net    Manufactory, 

Kilbirnie,    Ayrshire. 


This  old  and  distinguished  firm  control  one  of  the 
finest  industrial  establishments  in  Scotland,  or,  indeed, 
in  any  part  of  Her  Majesty's  wide  dominions.  Where- 
ever  civilization  has  penetrated,  the  Messrs.  Knox's 
linen  threads  are  known,  while  in  fishing  circles,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  their  fishing  nets  are  equally 
celebrated.  The  operations  of  this  eminent  firm 
have  extended  over  the  space  of  a  century,  during 
which  long  period  their  career  has  been  marked  by 
continuous  advancement  and  success.  To  write  their 
history  fully  would  be  to  write  the  history  of  the  last 
age  of  the  spinning  industry  and  to  note  the  success- 
ful application  of  a  hundred  improved  appliances 
which  mechanical  ingenuity  has,  from  time  to  time, 
placed   at  its  disposal   and  at  the  service  of  this  firm. 


nets  for  herring,  mackerel,  and  other  fishing,  the  firm 
are  facile  princeps.  The  limits  of  our  space  forbid  a 
description  of  the  several  processes  or  of  the  wonderful 
mechanical  equipment  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  works.  No  expense  or  trouble  is  avoided  in  obtain- 
ing the  best  of  everything,  from  the  raw  material  of  the 
plan  itself  to  the  most  perfect  flyer  or  bobbin  used  in  its 
manipulation.  No  fewer  than  1,400  hands  are  con- 
stantly employed  ;  and  considering  that  for  the  most 
part  their  work  consists  in  attending  to  machinery 
whose  action  is  almost  automatic,  some  idea  of  the 
enormous  turn-out  may  be  gained.  It  is  no  less  worthy 
of  note  that  everything  has  been  done  to  procure  the 
most  favourable  sanitary  and  hygienic  conditions 
throughout  all  departments  of  the  works,  and  especially 


In  their  case,  as  in  others,  newer  and  more  efficient 
machinery  once  and  again  superseded  the  older  and  less 
effective,  till  now  the  visitor  to  the  Messrs.  Knox's 
works  may  view  in  their  splendid  plant  the  present  con- 
summation of  inventive  skill  as  applied  to  linen  thread 
manufacture.  The  works  form  one  of  the  largest  and 
finest  aggregation  of  great  factories  we  have  seen,  the 
towering  blocks  rising  to  three,  four,  or  five  storeys  on 
both  sides  of  the  long  central  yard.  Flanking,  or  rather 
surrounding,  these  are  a  multitude  of  smaller  buildings 
and  an  immense  range  of  glass-roofed  sheds  on  one 
side  ;  the  whole  covering  a  space  of  fifteen  acres  and 
presenting  the  appearance  of  a  town  dedicated  to  the 
genius  of  industry,  over  which  the  three  lofty  and 
stately  chimney  stacks  stand  as  sentinels.  Both  in 
linen  threads  of  all  kinds  and  for  every  purpose   and  in 


in  the  spinning  rooms.  Near  the  entrance  to  the  works, 
located  in  a  suitable  building,  are  the  public  and  private 
offices  and  countinghouse,  where  the  principals,  aided 
by  a  large  staff,  control  the  world-wide  business  of  the 
firm. 

The  works  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Knox 
family  since  their  inauguration  by  the  grandfather  of  the 
present  proprietors,  Mr.  R.  W.  Knox,  Mr.  James  Knox, 
and  Mr.  Bryce  M.  Knox.  These  gentlemen  occupy  the 
highest  position  in  the  district,  are  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  and  popular  and  influential  with  all  classes. 
Mr.  R.  W.  Knox  has  the  honour  of  presiding  as  Chair- 
man over  the  deliberations  of  the  County  Council  of  the 
district,  a  position  which  his  wide  experience,  business 
accomplishments,  and  unfailing  courtesy  and  tact  well 
qualify  him  to  fill. 
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MESSRS.   JOHN    WATT    &   Co.,    Manufacturers    of   Herring,  Pilchard,    Mackerel,   and  Shad 
Nets    and    Fishing    Lines    of   every    description :     Kilbirnie,   Ayrshire. 


The  celebrity  of  this  old  and  leading  firm  has  penetrated, 
so  far  as  the  fishing  industry  is  concerned,  to  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  it  is  well  within  the  limits  of  truth  to 
say  that  the  name  of  "  Watt  of  Kilbirnie  "  has  been  a 
household  word  with  generations  of  fishermen  who  have 
followed,  or  follow,  their  arduous  pursuit  round  the 
coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  excellence  of  the 
nets  and  lines  of  this  firm,  both  as  regards  quality  of 
material  and  style  of  manufacture,  is  unquestioned  by 
fisher-folk,  who  are  no  bad  judges,  though,  perhaps,  in 
some  instances,  one  might  be  a  trifle  amused  to  watch 
their  futile  efforts  to  number  the  hundreds  of  finely  spun 
strands  that  go  to  make  up  a  deep-sea  line  no  thicker  than 
an  infant's  finger.  This  firm  faith  of  generations  of  fisher- 
men in  "  Watt  of  Kilbirnie  "  must  be  even  more  gratify- 
ing than  the  eminent  financial  and  commercial  success 
of  the  firm — well  deserved  as  that  success  has  been.  The 
business  was  founded  by  Mr.  John  Watt  in  1848,  and 
under   his   able   control   was   steadily   extended.      The 


premises  at  present  extend  over  an  acre  of  ground,  and 
comprise  two  finely  equipped  ropewalks  of  100  and  120 
yards,  together  with  a  number  of  spacious  weaving 
sheds  for  net  making,  fitted  up  with  a  plant  of  forty  net 
looms  of  the  newest  and  best  type.  In  addition  there 
are  stock,  packing,  and  despatch  departments,  with  a 
commodious  suite  of  business  offices.  Fishing  nets  for 
all  kinds  of  fish  and  lines  for  deep-sea  and  other  fishing 
are  turned  out  by  the  firm,  either  in  lengths  or  com- 
pletely mounted.  The  home  industry  takes  a  large 
fraction  of  the  product,  the  remainder  going  to  supply 
customers  of  the  firm  in  America,  Australia,  the  Cape, 
and  other  places.  Many  as  are  the  competitors  nowa- 
days in  fishing  gear,  and  numerous  as  are  the  induce- 
ments offered  to  customers,  Messrs.  John  Watt  &  Co. 
can  afford  to  keep  the  even  tenor  of  their  way,  and 
meet  every  competitor  with  goods  of  unequalled  quality 
at  prices  as  moderate  as  ever. 


MESSRS.    ROBERT    KERR    &    SONS,     Auchengree     Foundry    and    Engine    Works, 
Glengarnock,    Ayrshire.    Telegraphic    Address: — "Kerrs,"    Glengarnock. 


The  wonderful  development  of  the  cabinet-making 
industry  in  the  valley  of  the  Garnock  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  the  business  now  controlled 
by  the  above  firm.  The  rise  of  the  Auchengree  Works 
and  their  rapid  progress  is,  in  fact,  co-temporary  with 
the  rise  and  progress  of  cabinet  manufacturing  estab- 
lished in  Beith  by  Messrs.  Matthew  and  John  Pollock 
about  1857.  Since  that  date  the  development  of  the 
industry  has  been  phenomenal,  thanks  mainly  to  the 
splendid  wood-working  machinery  placed  at  its  service 
by  the  Messrs.  Kerr.  The  family  is  an  old  one,  has 
been  settled  in  the  locality  for  centuries,  and  has  been 
associated  with  mechanical  industry  for  generations. 
Mr.  Andrew  Kerr,  the  grandfather  of  the  present 
proprietors  of  the  Auchengree  Works,  carried  on  busi- 
ness as  a  general  joiner  and  wood-turner  in  a  small  mill 
driven  by  a  water-wheel  in  Sidehouse  Glen  near  Au- 
chengree. Nearly  seventy  years  ago  he  removed  to 
Auchengree,  afterwards  introduced  steam  power  in  the 
shape  of  a  beam-engine,  and  brought  up  his  son  Robert 
to  the  business.  The  next  event  was  the  starting  of  the 
present  industry  by  the  latter,  which,  from  small  be- 
ginnings, has  grown  steadily  to  its  present  important 
dimensions.  For  over  thirty  years  the  firm  have  catered 
for  the  cabinet-making  trade,  and  have  supplied  to  both 
home  and  foreign  firms  that  splendid  mechanical  equip- 
ment which  has  at  once  regenerated  the  trade  and 
revolutionized  it.  Beith  has  especially  profited,  and 
now  is  one  of  the  famous  centres  of  manufacture  with  a 
world-wide  reputation.  Mr.  Robert  Kerr  died  some 
years  ago,  and  the  business  is  at  present  conducted  by 
his  sons — Messrs.  Andrew,  Robert,  and  William  Kerr — 
and  his  nephew's  son — Mr.  John  Kerr. 

Before   mentioning  the  special   productions  of  the 
firm,  let  us  glance  briefly  at  the  premises,  following  the 


routine  of  the  manufacture.  The  first  point  of  interest, 
then,  is  the  pattern  shop,  where  the  patterns  for  the 
various  machines  are  made  ;  and  from  this  we  pass 
to  the  foundry  (70ft.  by  30ft.),  where  the  casting 
is  done.  The  appliances  here  are  of  the  usual 
kind,  and  include  two  powerful  cranes  of  ten  and 
seven  tons.  To  the  back  of  the  foundry  is  a 
large  shed  appropriated  to  light  and  simple  castings. 
Near  by  is  the  blacksmith's  shop,  a  neat  and  well- 
arranged  department  fitted  with  two  fires  blown  by 
fans.  In  the  smithy  are  also  the  appliances  for  brass 
founding.  The  engineering  shop,  about  the  same  size 
as  the  foundry,  consists  of  two  storeys  and  an  attic. 
The  ground  floor  contains  the  heavier  machinery  for 
planing,  turning,  and  fitting  ;  the  second,  the  smaller 
turning  lathes,  boring  machinery,  and  vices  ;  and  the 
third  is  used  for  storing  patterns  of  the  various  speci- 
alities of  the  firm.  Next  come  the  engine  and  boiler 
house,  between  the  engineer  shop  and  the  office,  and  a 
neat  gas-work,  where  gas  of  the  finest  illuminating 
power  is  made  from  crude  paraffin  oil.  In  addition,  the 
premises  include  ample  storage  and  yard  accommoda- 
tion. It  will  be  evident,  then,  that  both  as  regards  space 
and  equipment  the  Auchengree  Works  have  excellent 
facilities  for  the  effective  exploitation  of  the  industry. 

The  visitor  to  these  works  will  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  seeing  the  special  wood-working  machinery  of 
the  firm  undergoing  the  several  processes  of  its  manu- 
facture. The  first  requisite  of  the  cabinet -making 
business  is  the  sawing  plant  ;  and  the  Messrs.  Kerr 
have  made  quite  a  reputation  in  this  line.  First  of  all 
come  their  horizontal  German  board  sawing  machines, 
which  are  especially  useful  for  cutting  logs  and  trees  of 
valuable  wood  into  planks  or  boards.  They  are  fitted 
with  a  long  carriage  moving  on   rails,  and   on  this  the 
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timber  travels  to  the  saw,  which  works  horizontally  at 
a  high  speed.  The  contrast  between  these  powerful 
appliances  and  the  equipment  of  the  old  saw-pit  marks 
the  progress  that  has  taken  place  in  this  class  of 
machinery.  Then  come  their  circular  saw  benches  of 
all  kinds  up  to  the  largest,  plain,  or  with  rising  and  fall- 
ing spindle,  including  special  types  for  jointing  and 
mitring,  swing  circular  saws  for  cross-cutting,  and  band 
saws  of  every  diameter  of  band  wheel  up  to  four  feet. 
Planing  and  moulding  appliances  as  made  by  the  Messrs. 
Kerr  are  no  less  interesting.  The  ordinary  forms  are, 
we  dare  say,  familiar  to  our  readers,  but  some  special 
types  for  cabinet  work  we  may  notice.  Thus  the 
Messrs.  Kerr  make  a  "  Patent  Wood  Circular  Planing 
Machine,"  designed  for  circular  work,  such  as  the  top 
rails  of  a  chair,  which  turns  out  one  top  rail  per  minute, 
with  a  finish  it  would  be  vain  to  attempt  by  hand. 
Another  is  a  "  Panel  Planing  or  Thicknessing  Machine," 
working  the  thinnest  panels  to  a  surface  as  smooth  as 
glass.  Moulding  machines,  too,  have  received  special 
attention,  whether  for  plain  or  irregular  work.  The  firm 
also  manufacture  all  kinds  of  tenoning,  mortising,  and 
turning  appliances,  and  boring  machines  so  extensively 


employed  now  in  preparing  "  dowelled  "  furniture.  All 
the  other  equipments  of  the  workshop,  such  as  cramping 
frames  (including  those  for  veneering),  steam  heating 
pans,  steam  chests  for  heating  glue,  steam  boilers  for 
rendering  glue,  &c,  are  provided  in  all  sizes.  The 
patent  automatic  carver,  invented  by  Mr.  John  Pollock 
of  the  Victoria  Works,  Beith,  may  suitably  close  the 
list,  and  of  this  ingenious  "  iron  hand  "  the  firm  are  sole 
makers.  All  these  productions  are  celebrated  for  their 
efficiency,  and  are  of  the  finest  design  and  workman- 
ship. The  Messrs.  Kerr  are  also  known  as  first-class 
makers  of  steam-engines. 

The  reputation  of  the  house  has  gradually  extended 
to  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and,  indeed,  far 
beyond  its  limits,  and  its  business  is  of  commensurate 
extent.  Their  special  reputation  with  British  cabinet 
makers  is  something  to  be  proud  of,  not  to  speak  of  the 
important  part  they  have  played  in  building  up  the 
industry  in  Beith.  In  conjunction  with  its  cabinet 
and  chair  manufacturers  they  have  carried  the  name  of 
that  prosperous  town  and  the  pleasant  valley  of  the 
Garnock  to  all  quarters  of  the  globe,  and  added  a  new 
and   brilliant  chapter  to  the  history  of  British  industry. 


MESSRS.    HUNTER,    HAMILTON,    &    CRAWFORD,    Calder    Cabinet   and 
Chair    Works,    Lochwinnoch,     N.B. 


The  above  firm  hold  a  leading  position  as  cabinet 
and  chair  makers  in  this  district,  and  carry  on  the 
industry  on  a  large  scale  and  with  the  most  flattering 
reputation  and  success.  The  business  has  been  in 
existence  for  ten  years,  and  is  conducted  under  very 
favourable  conditions  in  the  Calder  Works.  The 
premises  cover  half  an  acre,  and  are  entirely  modern  in 
their  construction  and  equipment.  A  large  factory  of 
five  floors  serves  for  the  accommodation  of  the  several 
departments.  The  sawing  and  shaping  appliances  are 
conveniently  located  on  the  ground  floor  and  are  driven 
by  a  steam  engine  of  twenty-horse  power.  Several  of 
the  machines  now  in  use  in  the  trade  are  of  special 
construction  ;  and  the  plant  of  the  above  firm  well 
illustrates  the  improvement  that  has  taken  place  in 
labour-saving  appliances.  Above  this  department  are 
two  floors  devoted  to  cabinet  and  chair  making,  a  third 
appropriated  to  polishing,  upholstering,  etc.,  while  the 
top  flat  contains  the  important  carving  department.     A 


portion  of  the  premises  serves  for  packing  and  dispatch 
and  there  is  also  a  suitable  range  of  offices.  A  notice- 
able feature  of  the  Calder  Works  is  the  large  quantity 
of  cabinet  woods  undergoing  the  long  seasoning  process 
which  is  necessary  to  fit  them  for  the  workshop  ;  and  to 
this  important  matter  of  seasoning,  no  less  than  to  the 
selection  of  the  woods  themselves,  the  firm  devote 
particular  attention.  Chairs  of  all  kinds — plain  or 
elaborately  carved — are  the  principal  product,  though 
general  cabinet  work  is  also  carried  on  extensively. 
The  firm  enjoy  a  special  reputation  for  their  ship  chairs, 
and  are  the  principal  makers  of  this  class  of  goods  in 
Scotland.  Both  "  frame  "  and  finished  work  is  turned 
out  for  the  trade,  and  uniformly  of  the  finest  quality. 
Messrs.  Hunter,  Hamilton,  and  Crawford  command 
a  large  business  with  the  principal  buyers  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  rank  among  the  foremost  manu- 
facturers of  Scotch  cabinet  furniture. 


PETER    WATSON,    Wine     Merchant    and    Italian    Warehouseman,     Pierhead,    Largs. 


A  striking  feature  of  the  commercial  aspect  of  this 
flourishing  Clyde-side  town  is  the  number  and  import- 
ance of  the  leading  retail  establishments  to  be  seen  in 
the  principal  thoroughfares,  of  which  we  select  as  a 
thoroughly  representative  type  the  well-known  house  of 
Mr.  Peter  Watson,  Wine  Merchant  and  Italian 
Warehouseman.  This  business,  in  point  of  longevity, 
is  certainly  the  olJost  of  this  character  in  the  district, 
having  been  established  upwards  of  half  a  century  ago 
by  Mr.  John  Watson,  father  of  the  present   proprietor, 


who  has  continued  the  undertaking  with  increasing  suc- 
cess. The  premises  situated  at  Pierhead  are  of  extensive 
proportions,  occupying  a  commanding  corner  position, 
with  four  fine  plate  glass  windows  and  two  entrances  to 
the  various  departments.  The  interior  is  handsomely 
appointed  and  possesses  every  facility  for  the  effective 
display  of  the  large  and  comprehensive  stock.  This 
includes,  in  the  grocery  department,  the  choicest  new 
season's  growths  in  India,  China,  and  Ceylon  teas  ; 
coffee,  fruits,  spices,  preserves,  Italian  warehouse  goods, 
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and  provisions  carefully  selected  from  the  best  produce 
markets  and  unequalled  for  superior  quality  in  the  trade. 
The  wine  and  spirit  department  contains  the  finest  old 
vintage  ports,  sherries,  and  clarets  specially  imported 
by  Mr.  Watson  in  cask  and  bottled  in  the  stores,  with  a 
splendid  stock  of  mellow  and  well  -  matured  Scotch 
whiskies  in  all  the  best  known  and  most  popular  blends, 
old  brandies,  &c.  An  important  feature  of  Mr.  Watson's 
business  is  the  bottled  ale  and  stout  trade,  extensive 
cellarage  in  the  basement  being  devoted  to  storage  pur- 
poses ;  and,  fully  equipped  with  the  most  improved 
bottling  and  corking  machinery,  enables  this  gentleman 
to  keep  pace  with  the  ever-increasing  demand  for  this 
class  of  goods.  In  the  rear  of  the  establishment  is  a 
large  store  for  methylated  spirits  and  warehouse  ac- 
commodation for  groceries,  dry  goods,  and  provisions, 
the  whole  forming  one  of  the  most  completely  arranged 
undertakings  of  this  character  in  the  provinces.  The 
connection  established  by  Mr.  Watson  is  extensive  and 


influential,  embracing  the  leading  county  families  and 
townspeople,  the  trade  being  essentially  high  class 
throughout  and  chiefly  confined  to  town  and  country 
orders.  The  services  of  an  adequate  staff  of  attentive 
assistants  are  retained  in  the  business,  which  is  ably  con- 
trolled under  the  personal  management  of  the  principal, 
whose  thorough  knowledge  of  the  best  markets  and  sound 
judgment  in  selection  enable  him  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  his  clients  in  each  department  of  the  trade. 
In  conclusion,  we  may  add  that  Mr.  Watson  is  widely 
known  and  esteemed  in  both  social  and  commercial 
circles,  having  for  many  years  past  taken  an  active 
interest  in  municipal  and  political  questions — in  the 
former  as  a  member  of  the  Town  Council,  doing  loyal 
service  in  the  good  government  of  the  town  ;  and  in  the 
latter,  as  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  local  Conservative  Asso- 
ciation he  has  rendered  invaluable  assistance  to  that 
cause.  Mr.  Watson,  it  may  also  be  mentioned,  held 
Her  Majesty's  commission  as  Captain  in  the  Volunteers. 


THE     BRISBANE    ARMS    HOTEL 

One  of  the  most  comfortable  hotels  in  this  popular 
Clyde  resort  is  the  "  Brisbane  Arms,"  so  widely  and 
favourably  known  to  tourists  and  visitors  in  this  beau- 
tiful district.  The  history  of  the  hotel  dates  back  a 
century  ago,  when  it  would  perhaps  have  been  deemed 
flattering  to  dignify  the  establishment  with  so  grand  a 
title,  considering  that  at  the  present  time  the  original 
building  is  converted  to  the  purposes  of  stabling.  Some 
years  later  the  business  was  acquired  by  Mr.  Paton, 
now  of  the  Maitland  Hotel,  Edinburgh,  and  the 
premises  were  entirely  rebuilt  to  that  gentleman's 
order,  the  present  handsome  building  being  the  re- 
sult. On  Mr.  Maitland  leaving  for  Edinburgh  the 
hotel  was  transferred  to  a  Mr.  Lambert,  who  died  in 
1889,  his  widow  continuing  the  business  until  the  com- 
mencement of  this  year,  when  it  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  present  proprietress,  Mrs.  Orr.  The  hotel 
occupies  a  commanding  position  in  the  principal 
thoroughfare  of  the  town,  the  premises  being  of  modern 
design,  containing  handsomely  appointed  dining,  coffee, 
drawing,  and  private  sitting-rooms,  with  spacious  and 
well-furnished  commercial  smoking  and  billiard-rooms. 


,     Largs.       Proprietress :    Mrs.    Orr. 

The  bedrooms,  twenty  in  number,  are  airy  and  comfort- 
able apartments  replete  with  every  modern  convenience, 
and  command  splendid  views  of  the  surrounding  dis- 
trict. The  cooking  and  attendance  at  this  hotel  merit 
the  highest  praise,  the  most  careful  attention  being  de- 
voted to  this  department  by  the  lady  principal,  who 
spares  no  exertion  in  promoting  the  comfort  of  her 
guests,  the  perfection  of  order  pervading  the  establish- 
ment and  absolute  cleanliness  being  made  a  sine  qua  non. 
The  cellars  are  well  stocked  with  the  choicest  wines  and 
well-matured  spirits  and  the  malt  liquors  are  of  the 
highest  quality  produced  by  the  leading  brewers  in  the 
Kingdom.  A  first-class  family  and  commercial  connec- 
tion has  long  been  associated  with  the  "  Brisbane 
Arms,"  which  is  also  justly  popular  with  the  numerous 
season  visitors — a  popularity  which  we  venture  to 
suggest  will  be  by  no  means  diminished  under  the 
regime  of  its  present  proprietress,  whose  courteous 
attention  to  the  requirements  of  her  guests  has  already 
secured  for  this  lady  the  respect  and  esteem  of  "  all 
sorts  and  conditions  "  of  visitors  to  this  well-conducted 
establishment. 


R.    GLEN     &    SON,     Furnishing 

There  are  few  of  the  leading  business  houses  in  Largs 
which  can  boast  a  longer  commercial  record  than  that 
of  Messrs.  Robert  Glen  &  Son,  Ironmongers,  which 
was  established  seventy  years  ago  by  the  late  senior 
member  of  the  firm  and  is  still  continued  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  family.  The  premises  occupied  by  the 
firm  are  centrally  situated,  and  comprise  spacious 
double-fronted  shop  with  two  large  plate  glass  windows, 
in  which  are  displayed  high-class  electroplate  ware, 
cutlery,  lamps,  &c.  The  interior  is  well  appointed 
throughout  and  is  fully  stocked  with  a  large  and  varied 
assortment  of  general  furnishing  and  builders'  iron- 
mongery, gas  fittings,  tools,  and  a  great  variety  of 
household  and  trade  requisites  of  every  description.  At 
the  rear  of  the  shop  are  extensive  fire-proof  gunpowder 
and  oil  stores  specially  arranged  for  warehousing  these 
dangerous  commodities,  every  precaution  being  provided 


Ironmongers,    Main    Street,    Largs. 

against  fire  or  other  accident.  Here  is  also  a  spacious 
workshop  for  repairs,  &c,  the  whole  being  very 
compactly  and  conveniently  arranged  for  the  purposes 
of  the  business.  The  goods  supplied  by  the  firm 
in  each  department  are  specially  selected  from  the 
best  makers,  and  are  unrivalled  in  quality  and 
workmanship  by  any  house  in  the  trade.  A  well- 
established  connection  has  been  secured  by  Messrs. 
Glen,  who  have  on  their  books  the  names  of  the 
leading  gentry,  builders,  and  other  buyers  of  this 
class  of  goods  throughout  the  district.  The  services 
of  an  adequate  staff  of  assistants  are  retained  in 
the  several  departments  under  the  personal  supervision 
of  the  principals,  whose  extended  connection  with  the 
trade,  practical  experience,  and  sound  judgment 
ensure  perfection  in  every  detail  of  the  management  of 
this  substantial  and  prosperous  mercantile  undertaking. 
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CLARK    &    Co.,    Drapers, 

There  is  no  more  attractive  establishment  in  this 
favourite  watering  place  than  the  fine  emporium  of 
Messrs.  Clark  and  Co.,  the  leading  drapers  in  the  town, 
which  fully  merits  the  attention  of  the  readers  of 
this  work.  The  business  is  of  old-established 
standing,  having  been  founded  as  far  back  1816  by 
the  late  Mr.  James  Clark,  who  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Clark,  and  was  ultimately  acquired  by  the 
present  proprietor,  Mr.  Craig,  in  18S7.  The  premises 
occupied  by  this  gentleman  are  centrally  situated 
at  47,  Main  Street,  the  busiest  portion  of  the 
town,  and  comprise  handsome  double-fronted  shop 
fitted  throughout  with  excellent  taste,  the  appointments 
setting  off  with  much  advantage  the  comprehensive  and 
varied  stock  submitted  for  inspection.  This  comprises 
a  well-selected  assortment  of  goods  in  the  various 
departments,  which  include  general  furnishing  and 
household  drapery  and  a  varied  range  of  all  the  latest 


&c,    47,    Main    Street,    Largs. 

novelties.  The  furnishing  department  is,  as  in  all  coast 
towns,  a  leading  branch,  and  includes  carpets,  floor- 
cloths, lace  curtains  from  all  the  leading  makers  ;  while 
the  napery,  sheetings,  and  cottons  are  direct  from  the 
leading  English  and  Irish  houses,  only  the  leading 
makes — Messrs.  Horrocks'  cottons  and  sheetings  and 
Messrs.  Rylands'  celebrated  Dacca  cottons  being  kept 
in  stock.  Gloves,  umbrellas,  and  corsets  are  always 
shown  in  the  latest  novelties.  The  firm  are  the  local 
agents  for  Messrs.  Dent,  Allcroft,  &  Sons'  well-known 
makes  of  gloves  and  Thomson's  stays.  Special  attention 
is  directed  by  the  firm  to  the  dressmaking  department, 
in  which  they  employ  the  services  of  a  staff  of  first-class 
workpeople  on  the  premises  under  efficient  management. 
An  extensive  and  high-class  trade  has  been  secured  by  the 
proprietor,  the  connection  embracing  the  leading  families 
resident  in  the  district  and  the  substantial  patronage  of  the 
numerous  visitors  who  throng  the  town  in  the  tourist  season. 


T.    MACKAY,    Junr.,    Baker,    Confectioner, 

The  principal  establishment  in  Largs  devoted  to  cater- 
ing for  the  requirements  of  this  important  trade  is 
conducted  with  marked  ability  and  success  by  Mr.  T. 
Mackay,  Junr.,  baker,  confectioner,  and  purveyor,  to 
which  we  have  pleasure  in  inviting  the  attention  of  our 
readers.  The  business  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  town, 
having  been  established  upwards  of  half  a  century, 
and  since  continued  in  the  same  family  for  the  whole  of 
that  extended  period.  The  premises  occupied  by  Mr. 
Mackay  are  situated  at  33,  Main  Street,  and  comprise 
very  handsome  and  commodious  double-fronted  shop 
with  three  fine  plate-glass  windows,  which  are  attrac- 
tively arranged  with  artistically-designed  bridal  cakes 
and  other  specimens  of  the  confectioner's  art.  The 
interior  is  elegantly  appointed  throughout,  and  a 
spacious  refreshment  room  is  provided  for  visitors,  and 
here  may  be  obtained  bread  of  the  highest  quality,  confec- 
tionery, cakes,  pastry,  &c,  in  great  variety.  The 
bakery,  situated  in  the  rear,  is  designed  throughout  on 
modern  principles,  the  most  scrupulous  cleanliness  pre- 
vailing in  every  process  of  the  trade,  and  the  absolute 
purity  of  all  ingredients  guaranteed.     A  special  feature 
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of  the  business  is  the  purveying  department,  in  which 
Mr.  Mackay  undertakes  catering  for  wedding  break- 
fasts, dinners,  suppers,  and  similar  functions  for  any 
number  of  guests,  providing,  when  required,  plate,  cut- 
lery, napery,  and  all  the  necessary  accessories.  An 
extensive  and  influential  connection  has  been  secured 
by  the  proprietor,  who  numbers  amongst  the  patrons  of 
the  establishment  the  principal  gentry  resident  in  Largs 
and  the  vicinity  and  the  numerous  visitors  who  throng 
this  favourite  resort  in  the  season.  The  services  of  a  start 
of  experienced  bakers  and  pastry  cooks  are  employed  in 
the  business,  which  is  capably  managed  in  each  depart- 
ment under  the  careful  supervision  of  the  proprietor,  who 
personally  directs  every  detail  of  the  operations,  thus 
ensuring  the  perfection  of  system  in  the  conduct  of  the 
undertaking.  In  conclusion,  we  may  add  that  Mr. 
Mackay  has  also  a  branch  business  at  21,  West  Black- 
hall  Street,  Greenock,  which  is  conducted  on  equally 
satisfactory  lines  to  the  one  we  have  briefly  described 
above,  the  whole  forming  one  of  the  most  successful 
examples  of  commercial  enterprise  in  the  West  of 
Scotland. 


J.    &    R.    SIMPSON,    Booksell 

Anderson    Place, 

In  recording  the  commercial  successes  of  this  thriving 
district,  we  have  pleasure  in  inviting  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  the  comprehensive  business  conducted  by 
Messrs.  J.  &  R.  Simpson,  Booksellers,  Stationers,  and 
Newsagents,  which  has  for  the  past  thirty  years  enjoyed 
a  well-deserved  prominence  amongst  the  leading  houses 
in  the  trade  in  this  locality.  The  business  was 
originally  established  in  1861  by  the  joint  proprietors, 
who  occupy  for  this  purpose  commanding  premises 
situated  in  Anderson  Place,  Main  Street,  comprising 
handsomely  appointed  double-fronted  shop,  with  two 
fine  plate -glass  windows.  The  interior  is  of  com- 
modious dimensions,  and  is  fully  stocked  with  a  large 
and  varied  assortment  of  plain,  commercial,  and  fancy 
stationery,  works  by  all  the  standard  and  popular 
authors,  and  an  immense  selection  of  toys  and  fancy 
goods  suitable  for  presents,  &c.     A  first-class  circulating 
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library  is  an  important  feature  of  the  business  and  is 
well  patronised  by  the  visitors  to  the  town.  In  the  rear 
are  extensive  printing  works  amply  equipped  with 
modern  type  and  machinery  of  improved  construction, 
enabling  the  firm  to  undertake  with  success  orders  of 
any  magnitude,  in  the  highest  style,  on  the  shortest 
notice.  Messrs.  Simpson  are  also  proprietors  of 
the  local  weekly  organ,  which  is  a  thoroughly  good 
advertising  medium  for  this  district,  and  contains  the 
best  and  latest  local  intelligence  and  items  of  interest. 
Messrs.  Simpson's  business  is  ably  conducted  under 
their  strict  personal  attention,  and  possessing  thoroughly 
practical  experience  and  sound  judgment — qualifications 
which  not  only  deserve  but  command  success — these 
gentlemen  have  firmly  established  this  undertaking  in 
public  favour  and  have  achieved  a  justly  merited 
commercial  eminence. 
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ARTHUR    GUTHRIE,     Bookseller,     Stationer   and    Printer;    Proprietor,    Publisher,    and    Printer 
of    "The    Ardrossan    and    Saltcoats    Herald,"    "Irvine    and    Fullarton    Times,"    and    "Cumnock   News": 


"Herald"    Office,    Ardrossan. 

The  comprehensive  and  ably  managed  business  centred 
in  the  Herald  Office  premises,  Ardrossan,  may  well 
claim  a  portion  of  the  space  at  our  disposal  in  noting  the 
features  of  the  prominent  enterprises  of  this  flourishing 
town.  The  business  has  had  a  prosperous  career  for 
nigh  forty  years  under  the  control  of  its  present  owner, 
Mr.  Arthur  Guthrie.  The  premises  are  finely 
designed  for  the  accommodation  of  the  different  sections 
of  the  undertaking,  and  are  fitted  up  throughout  in  the 
best  modern  style.  The  spacious  shop  to  the  front  is 
handsomely  appointed  with  show  cases,  etc.,  for  the 
display  and  accommodation  of  the  select  and  varied 
stock  of  artistic  and  fancy  articles,  bric-a-brac,  art  works, 
and  fine  writing  furniture,  which  forms  its  special  feature  ; 
in  addition  to  which  a  complete  range  of  office  and 
private  stationery  is  also  shelved. 

As  evidencing  the  varied  nature  of  the  business  done 
at  54,  Princes  Street,  Mr.  Guthrie  is  sole  agent  in 
Ardrossan  for  several  firms,  notably  W.  H.  Goss,  the 
well-known  maker  of  fine  art  porcelain  ;  Valentine  & 
Sons,  Dundee  ;  G.  W.  Wilson  &  Company,  Aberdeen  ; 
A.  Brown  &  Co.,  Lanark,  whose  photographs  of  Scottish 
scenery  have  a  world-wide  reputation ;  and  McCaw, 
Stevenson,  &  Orr,  manufacturers  of  the  extensively  used 
"  Glacier"  window  decoration.  The  Oxford  University 
Press  have  here  also  their  local  depot  for  Bibles  and 
Prayer  Books. 

To  the  rear  of  this  is  a  comfortable  and  excellently- 
lighted  reading  room,  supplied  with  the  principal  daily 
and  weekly  papers,  and  monthly  and  general  periodical 
literature.  In  connexion  is  a  well-found  circulating 
library.  These  departments,  we  need  hardly  say,  enjoy 
the  patronage  of  a  large  and  representative  clientele. 

The  Printing  and  Journalistic  Department  is  situ- 
ated in  Harbour  Lane,  where  is  issued  The  Ardrossan 
and  Saltcoats  Herald,  which  claims  to  be  the  oldest  penny 
paper  in  Scotland.  The  Herald  was  preceded  for  several 
months  by  a  small  4to.  sheet  not  unlike  the  small 
supplements  now  issued  by  country  printers  with  their 
other  publications,  with  this  difference — that  advertise- 
ments were  not  asked  for.  Guthrie's  Monthly  Circular 
contained  a  list  of  new  books,  brief  local  articles  and 
paragraphs,  and  "  Gems  of  Thought."  The  Circular 
was  issued  gratuitously,  and  the  anxiety  of  sailors'  wives 
to  obtain  copies,  saying  that  it  contained  more  news 
than  they  could  write  in  letters  to  their  absent  husbands, 
first  suggested  its  development  into  a  four-page  paper. 
It  could  only  be  issued  monthly,  for  it  will  possibly 
surprise  many  readers  of  newspapers  now  to  know  that 
only  thirty-six  years  ago  an  unstamped  paper  could  not  be 
published  weekly  or  daily — (the  shortest  interval  was  a 
month  for  any  sheet  containing  news).  Every  paper 
required  an  impressed  stamp,  which,  however,  carried  it 
post  free.  The  stamp  was  originally  4d.,  imposed  for 
the  purpose  of  limiting  the  circulation  of  newspapers 
and  to  prevent  the  growth  of  Liberal  opinions.  In  1833, 
Sir  Edward  Lytton  Bulwer,  then  a  Radical,  supported 
by  Mr.  Roebuck,  moved  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Duty 
on  newspapers,  and  failed;  but  in  1836  the  tax  was 
reduced   from    4d.   to    id.     The   first   number  is   dated 


1st  June,  1853;  and  the  law  forbidding,  as  we  have 
already  said,  a  more  frequent  issue,  it  was  announced  to 
appear  monthly.  It  was  a  small  foolscap  sheet — 15m. 
X  2oin. — was  printed  on  an  old  Stanhope  press,  con- 
tained eleven  advertisements,  on  each  of  which  a  duty 
of  is.  6d.  was  paid  to  the  Crown,  and  500  copies  were 
sold — a  considerable  number  for  a  first  issue,  considering 
that  the  sale  was  confined  to  Ardrossan  and  Saltcoats. 

During  the  two  years  the  Herald  was  printed  as  a 
monthly,  it  was  once  increased  in  size — 2oin.  x  28in.  ; 
for  by  this  time  it  was  called  for  outside  of  the  parishes 
of  Ardrossan  and  Stevenston,  and  had  risen  from  500  to 
1,400   monthly.     In    1855    the   Newspaper    Stamp  was 
repealed,    and    the    change   in    the   law   necessitated  a 
serious  consideration  of  the  position.     Notwithstanding 
the  favour   shown   it,   the  Herald  could   not   live   as   a 
monthly  with  penny  daily  papers  starting  in  the  cities 
and  the  prospect  of  a   reduction   in   the  price  of  long- 
established  provincial  weeklies.     On  the  one  hand  there 
were   the   responsibilities  involved  in  a  more  frequent 
issue — greater     outlay,     more     hands,     and    increased 
personal   superintendence,  not  to  speak  of  the  editing, 
without  assistance  of  any  kind  ;  but  then  the  times  were 
propitious   for    a    venture    of  the    kind.     The    political 
education  of  the  people,  in  consequence  of  the  Chartist 
and  Anti-Corn  Law  agitations,  had  advanced  by  leaps 
and  bounds ;  the  adoption  of  Free  Trade  principles  had 
increased  trade  and  vastly  improved  the  social  condition 
of  the  working  classes,  besides  adding  to  the  wealth  of 
the  country ;  and,  not  least,  the  growth  of  the  feeling 
amongst  such  men  as  Kingsley,    Maurice,  and  others, 
that  if  such  a  danger  as  that  of  the  10th  of  April,  1848, 
was  to  be  avoided,  it  could  only  be  so  by  a  more  general 
diffusion    of    sound    political    knowledge    amongst   the 
masses,  and  what  better  agent  for  this  purpose  than  the 
newspaper  press  ?     The  time  was,  indeed,  opportune  for 
establishing  a  weekly   local   paper.      There  were   then 
only   three    papers   in    the    county — the   Advertiser,    the 
Observer,  and  the  Kilmarnock  Journal,  all  high-priced — and 
there  were    1,400  readers  to  begin  with.     As  a  weekly 
paper,  therefore,  the  Herald  appeared  on  July  7th,  1855, 
size,  21   x  30.     The  first  result  was  a  slight  decrease  of 
circulation — it    fell  from   1,400  to  1,100;  but  gradually 
recovering,  it  was  again  1,400  ;  increased  to  1,800  in  the 
great  storm  which  flooded  Saltcoats  in  1857  ;  and  a  few 
weeks  later  to  2,100,  in  consequence  of  a  boiler  explosion 
in  Dairy,  which  caused  a  demand  for  the  paper.     From 
this  point  progress  was  continuous ;   hand   labour   was 
dispensed  with  and    steam   introduced ;  the  machinery 
was  improved,  and  in  1863  the   size  was  changed  from 
four  to  eight  pages.     Only  once,  and  for  a  short  time, 
did  the  fortunes  of  the  paper  look  bad.     In    1859  the 
average   weekly   circulation    of   the    Herald   was    5,500 
copies,   but  by  the   reduction  of  the  Glasgow  weeklieh 
from  i|d.  to  id.,   this  number  gradually  fell  to  4,000. 
All  local  papers  were  affected  by  this  change,  for,  having 
no  type-setting,  or  little  type-setting,  to  pay  for,  larger 
sheets  were  given,  and  it  almost  looked  as  if  they  would 
swallow   up  the  provincial  press  ;  for,   to  get   into  the 
provinces,  even  they   did  not  despise  the  "  big  goose- 
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berry "  paragraph.  At  4,000  the  Herald  reached  its 
lowest  point,  but,  gradually  stiffening,  by  slow  degrees 
400  additional  copies  were  added.  In  1873  the  special 
edition,  the  Irvine  and  Fullarton  Times,  added  to  this 
circulation  ;  and  in  a  still  greater  degree  the  Cumnock 
News,  the  first  number  of  which  was  issued  in  1880. 
Now,  the  circulation  is  greater  than  it  has  ever  been, 
fully  averaging  7,500  weekly. 

From  the  first  the  Herald  has  been  worked  upon  the 
same  lines.  There  is  the  Literary  Paper,  the  first  on 
Alexander  Smith,  the  poet,  in  which,  for  the  first  time, 
it  is  stated  that  he  was  born  in  Kilmarnock.  There  is 
the  Historical  Sketch,  beginning  with  Ardrossan  and  Salt- 
coats, and  followed  by  Kilwinning,  Dairy,  Stewarton, 
&c.  ;  there  is  the  feature,  the  development  of  which  has 
been  the  chief  aim — the  collection  of  Ayrshire  news  by  means 
of  an  ever-increasing  staff  of  correspondents  ;  and  there, 
too,  at  a  very  early  date,  is  the  old  Ayrshire  and  Scotch  life 
retold,  sometimes  humorously  and  with  graphic  power, 
as  by  Tammas  Turnip,  Geordie  Short,  Sandy  Sybo,  and 
Bobby  Blunt  ;  sometimes  in  historic  form,  as  by  Bailie 
Hugh  Craig,  James  Gibson,  and  a  host  of  others;  some- 
times as  biographies  of  departed  worth  ;  but,  in  whatever 
form,  always  maintaining  the  interest,  the  freshness,  and 
the  original  character  of  the  paper.  There  has  been 
little  change — only  development. 

No  doubt  the  "penny"  must  be  largely  credited  with 
the  establishment  and  the  rapid  growth  of  the  circula- 
tion ;  but  not  altogether.  The  early  popularity  of  the 
paper  was  as  much 'due  to  the  fact  that  then,  as  still, 
there  was  something  to  be  found  in  its  columns  which  was 
seen  nowhere  else.  From  the  first  it  was  held  that  an 
original  article,  even  inferior  in  thought  and  expression, 
was  of  more  interest,  and  more  likely  to  interest,  than  a 
first-class  article,  if  copied  from  another  journal.  Carry- 
ing out  this  principle,  contributors  from  all  quarters  were 
welcomed,  and,  thanks  to  the  readers  and  friends,  there 
never  has  been  a  time  during  all  these  years  there  have  not 
been  articles  ready  for  insertion  if  space  was  available. 
"  I  will  take  the  Herald,"  said  the  late  Convener  of  the 
county,  Colonel  Hamilton,  of  Cairnhill,  to  a  Kilmarnock 
bookseller,  when  offered  it;  "you  always  get  something 


new  in  it  ; "  and  this  something  new,  this  freshness,  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  any  success  the  Herald  has  achieved. 
Without  attempting  to  enumerate  the  many  series  of 
original  papers  which  have  appeared,  it  is  enough  to  say 
that  no  fewer  than  eleven  volumes  have  been  published, 
the  contents  of  which  first  appeared  in  the  columns  of 
the  Herald.  These  are — "  Retrospect  of  an  Artist's 
Life*"  by  J.  K.  Hunter  (Tammas  Turnip) ;  "  Life  of 
Alex.  Smith,"  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brisbane  ;  "  Life  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Landsborough,"  by  his  son,  the  Rev.  David  Lands- 
borough;  "Tours  in  Arran,"  by  Rev.  David  Lands- 
borough  ;  "  The  Eglinton  family,"  by  John  Fullerton  ; 
"  Inscriptions  on  Covenanters'  Tombstones,"  by  James 
Gibson  ;  "  The  Epistles  of  Noah,"  edited  by  George  Umber, 
A.R.A.;  "  Muirkirk  and  its  Neighbourhood,"  by  Rev. 
Peter  Mearns,  Coldstream  ;  "  James  Hepburn,  Free 
Church  Minister,"  by  the  author  of  "  Angus  Graeme  ;  " 
"Historical  Notes  of  Ardrossan  and  Saltcoats;"  and 
"  Robertson    of  Irvine,  Poet-Preacher,"  by  the  Editor. 

Like  many  country  papers  which  date  back  to  the 
year  1853,  the  Herald  was  printed  on  a  hand-press, 
which  was  made  to  do  duty  for  all  classes  of  printing. 
Now,  within  the  offices  there  are  five  printing  machines 
driven  by  steam  ;  two  folding  machines,  one  specially 
adapted  for  the  folding  of  books,  pamphlets,  etc. ;  two 
cutting  machines ;  stitching  machine ;  printing,  litho- 
graphic, and  binding  presses.  Besides  carrying  on  an 
extensive  jobbing  business,  several  of  the  books  above 
named  were  printed  in  the  office,  and  published  by  Mr. 
Guthrie — the  Ardrossan  Press  having  deservedly  ac- 
quired a  reputation  for  fine  printing. 

From  the  large  circulation  and  the  important  indus- 
trial character  of  the  districts  covered — North  Ayrshire, 
the  towns  on  the  West  Coast,  Glasgow,  and  elsewhere — 
the  Herald  is  unquestionably  an  excellent  advertising 
medium,  and  its  columns  are  fully  availed  of  by  the 
enterprising  business  world.  Mr.  Guthrie's  long  con- 
nection with  the  Press,  and  the  share  he  has  taken  in  the 
political  and  public  life  of  the  district,  have  made  him 
widely  known.  For  several  years  he  has  acted  as  one 
of  Her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace. 


MESSRS.    RUSSELL    & 


FULLARTON,    Timber    M 
Saw    Mills,    Ardrossan. 


jrchants    and    Saw    Millers, 


For  half  a  century  this  has  been  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant businesses  in  Ardrossan.  It  was  originally  founded 
by  Messrs.  Peter  King  &  Co.,  to  whom,  about  forty 
years  ago,  Messrs.  Russell  &  Fullarton,  the  present 
owners,  succeeded.  The  concern  is  a  very  comprehensive 
one,  and  is  well  suited  to  accommodate  the  several 
branches  of  the  trade  carried  on.  The  firm  are  large 
timber  merchants,  and  hold  at  all  times  a  first-class 
stock  of  home,  American,  and  Baltic  timber,  sawn  or  in 
log.  The  sawmills  and  drying  sheds  (to  be  shortly 
erected)  cover  an  extensive  space,  and  have  every  ac- 
commodation for  a  large  business.  Steam  power  is 
provided  for  driving  the  various  sawing,  planing,  and 
turning  machinery,  the  whole  plant  being  of  the  newest 


and  most  improved  type.  The  working  staff  is  large, 
but  its  numbers  vary  with  the  season  and  the  pressure 
of  work.  Messrs.  Russell  &  Fullarton  control  an 
old-established  trade  with  all  parts  of  Scotland,  and 
possess  a  valuable  connexion  with  many  of  the  leading 
shipbuilding  and  joinery  firms  of  the  western  districts 
of  the  country.  Their  able  management  of  the  interests 
of  the  firm  has  brought  them  an  exceptional  measure  of 
success,  and  in  their  hands  there  is  no  fear  that  this 
important  enterprise  will  go  back  on  its  hitherto  highly 
creditable  record.  The  firm,  we  may  add,  is  among  the 
best  reputed  in  the  trade,  and  its  proprietors  are  well- 
known  and  influential  gentlemen. 
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EGLINTON     HOTEL,     Ardrossan.        Thomas     Butcher,     Manager. 


This  first-class  family  and  commercial  Hotel  has  been 
established  for  over  a  century,  and  is  the  leading  house 
in  its  way  in  Ardrossan.  The  building  has  a  handsome 
exterior  and  is  very  substantially  built,  the  "  Eglinton  " 
coat  of  arms,  finely  emblazoned,  surmounting  the  front. 
The  entrance  hall  is  particularly  good,  and  leading  from 


it  is  a  noble  marble  stairway.  The  public  rooms  on  the 
ground  floor  are  excellently  fitted  up  in  the  best  modern 
style,  are  extremely  comfortable,  and  supplied  with 
every  convenience.  They  comprise  a  neat  buffet, 
cheerful  coffee  room,  commercial  room  and  billiard  room. 
Upstairs  are  several  suites  of  rooms,  sitting  rooms, 
parlours,  dressing  rooms,  and  some  twenty  well-kept 
bedrooms.       To    the   rear   is    the  posting    department, 


excellently  housed.  The  house  has  a  wide-spread  repu- 
tation for  good  catering  both  in  food  and  drink  ;  these 
important  matters  receiving  the  special  attention  of  the 
courteous  and  experienced  manager,  Mr.  Thomas 
Butcher.  He  spares  no  pains  to  make  his  guests  feel 
at  home,  and  has  evidently  considered  their  comfort 
and  provided  for  it  to  the  uttermost.  Under  his  able 
management  the  excellent  traditions  of  hospitable 
treatment,  which  have  so  long  been  associated  with  the 
establishment,  are  more  than  maintained,  and  the  busi- 
ness flourishes  accordingly.  The  commercial  and  tourist 
classes  of  travellers  are  good  patrons,  while  special 
terms  for  short  periods  attract  not  a  few  business  men 
from  Glasgow  and  the  surrounding  towns.  Altogether, 
considering  the  high  standard  kept  up,  the  tariff  is  one 
of  the  most  moderate  we  know  of.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  by  which  any  visitors  so  wishing  can  be  met 
at  the  station  with  vehicles.  There  is  no  doubt,  with  the 
completion  of  the  new  docks  in  course  of  construction, 
this  will  be  one  of  the  most  important  hotels  in  the 
West  of  Scotland.  We  may  also  mention  that  Mr. 
Butcher  is  lessee  of  the  refreshment  room  in  connexion 
with  the  Caledonian  railway  station,  Ardrossan,  where 
the  refreshments  supplied  are  of  the  best  kind  and  at 
very  low  prices.  As  shewing  the  facilities  which  Mr. 
Butcher  has  at  his  command,  we  refer  to  an  extract 
from  the  "  London  Caterer,"  15th  October,  1888 — "Our 
subscriber,  Mr.  T.  Butcher,  of  the  Eglinton  Hotel, 
Ardrossan,  N.B.,  catered  on  the  3rd  ult.  for  the  largest 
number  of  guests  ever  provided  for  in  that  town,  the 
occasion  being  the  opening  of  the  Lanarkshire  and  Ayr- 
shire Railway.  The  Artillery  Drill  Hall  was  converted 
into  a  luncheon  saloon,  where  a  sumptuous  spread  was 
placed  before  the  guests,  giving  unqualified  satisfaction 
to  all  present." 


WILLIAM     YOUNG,     Engineer,     Engine     Works,     Ardrossan. 


Though  the  basin  of  the  Clyde  may  be  regarded  as  the 
great  centre  of  the  North  British  engineering  industry, 
it  must  not  be  imagined  that  Scottish  enterprise  of  this 
kind  ceases  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Glasgow.  The 
flourishing  seaport  of  Ardrossan  may  indeed  be  regarded 
as  one  of  the  main  outlets  of  the  colossal  enterprise  of 
the  Western  Metropolis,  and,  as  such,  its  leading 
businesses  may  claim  notice  in  these  pages.  Prominent 
among  these  is  the  engineering  works  of  Mr.  William 
Young,  which  have  been  established  for  upwards  of  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  The  premises  cover  a  large  por- 
tion of  ground,  and  afford  every  facility  for  conducting 
the'businesson  a  large  scale,  being  indirect  communica- 
tion with  the  Glasgow  and  South-Western  and  Cale- 
donian Railways  by  means  of  a  siding  running  into  the 
Works.  The  Works  are  fitted  up  with  all  the  most 
approved  appliances  of  the  engineer  for  shaping,  turning, 
and  drilling  metal,  and  is  admirably  adapted  for  carry- 


ing on  a  general  engineering  business.  Passing  over 
the  general  work  of  the  firm,  Mr.  William  Young  is 
justly  celebrated  as  a  maker  of  steam  and  water  valves 
and  general  water  works'  appliances.  Also  salvage 
plant,  which  he  has  supplied  to  the  principal  salvage 
companies  of  Scotland.  The  design  and  efficiency  of 
his  productions  for  these  purposes  merit  the  most  abso- 
lute commendation.  We  could  easily  cite  evidence  to 
this  effect,  did  the  space  at  our  disposal  admit  of  it  ; 
suffice  it  to  say  that  the  severe  tests  which  a  quarter-of- 
a-century  brings  to  bear  on  machinery  of  all  descriptions, 
while  they  may  have  suggested  many  important  im- 
provements, have  but  resulted  in  establishing  on  a  more 
solid  basis  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Young's  concern  as  a 
first-class  centre  of  engineering  enterprise.  The  place 
is,  indeed,  complete  in  all  respects,  and  its  various 
workshops  offer  the  fullest  facilities  for  exploiting  all 
departments  of  the  industry  in  the  most  perfect  and 
efficient  manner. 
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JOHN     ALLISON,     Draper     and     Clothier, 


56,     Princes     Street,     Ardrossan. 


The  outfitting  business  is  very  amply  represented  in 
Ardrossan  by  the  concern  of  Mr.  John  Allison,  in 
Princes  Street.  The  business  has  been  successfully 
earned  on  by  him  for  thirty  years,  and  he  is  now 
regarded  as  a  first-rate  caterer  for  all  sections  of  the 
public.  The  premises  are  large  and  suitable,  are 
fitted  up  in  the  best  modern  style,  and  stocked  to 
repletion  with  all  the  most  reliable  goods  of  the  trade. 
The  front  shop  is  devoted  to  outfitting  goods  for  both 
sexes.  The  ladies'  department  shows  all  the  latest 
fashionable  fabrics  in  a  variety  of  materials  from  silks 
to  prints,  and  a  wide  range  of  useful  and  hard-wearing- 
goods.  The  gents'  and  youths'  department  is  no  less 
excellently   stocked   with    all    the   novelties   in    tweeds, 


worsteds,  West  of  England  and  Scotch  suitings,  serges, 
Cheviots,  vicunas,  fancy  trouserings,  vestings,  &c.  A 
fine  selection  of  boys'  and  youths'  ready-made  clothing 
of  the  newest  and  most  stylish  designs  is  also  shown- 
To  the  rear  of  the  shop  is  the  showroom  appropriated  to 
millinery  and  mantles,  and  further  back  the  workrooms 
for  the  tailors,  modistes,  and  milliners.  Making-up  both 
for  ladies  and  gentlemen  receives  special  attention,  and 
an  experienced  cutter  is  retained.  The  working  staff 
numbers  forty  hands.  The  business  done  is  very  large  in 
all  departments,  the  clientele  of  the  house  being  wide  and 
representative.  Mr.  Allison  attends  personally  to  the 
control  of  the  concern,  and  conducts  its  operations  with 
exceptional  ability  and  uniform  success. 


CHARLES  MURCHIE,  Grocer,  Wine  and  Ship  Store  Merchant,  48,  Princes  Street,  Ardrossan. 


This  rapidly  rising  business  was  founded  six  years  ago, 
in  Glasgow  Street,  by  the  present  owner,  and  was 
removed  to  Princes  Street  for  better  accommodation 
about  a  year  back.  The  premises,  which  are  of  large 
extent,  include  a  fine  shop  to  the  front  and  extensive 
stores,  tea  rooms,  etc.,  to  the  rear.  The  cellars  are  also 
spacious,  cool,  and  airy,  and  are  fitted  with  every 
facility  for  bottling  and  blending.  Mr.  Murchie  enjoys 
a  first-class  patronage  from  both  landsmen  and  seamen, 
and  his  stock  is  necessarily  large  and  select.  The  finer 
grades   of  groceries  and  provisions  are  well  represented, 


and  high-class  teas,  blended  on  the  premises,  are  a 
speciality.  The  range  of  whiskies,  brandies,  and 
foreign  spirits  presents  several  features  of  special 
interest ;  to  one  of  which  we  may  refer,  namely,  the 
famous  "  Goat  Fell  "  whisky,  a  pure  Scotch  distilla- 
tion of  full  maturity  and  fine  flavour.  Mr.  Murchie  has 
agents  in  America  and  Australia  for  this  whisky,  and 
commands  a  large  trade.  The  business  is  an  excellent 
one  throughout,  and  is  ably  controlled  by  Mr.  Murchie 
in  person. 


ROTHESAY 


From  Photo  by  A  damson 


VIEW&'  OF     ROTHESAY. 


Rothesay  nestles  within  its  finely  shaped  and  perfectly 
sheltered  Bay,  and  enjoys  a  genial  winter  climate  like 
that  of  Bournemouth,  while  in  summer  it  sees  as  much 
life  as  Brighton.  Almost  every  steamer  that  plies  on 
the  Firth  of  Clyde  touches  at  Rothesay.  It  has  varied 
attractions  :  a  parade  with  busy  shops  and  hotels 
fronting  the  Bay ;  a  castle,  in  ivy-covered  ruins,  having 
associations  with  David,  Duke  of  Rothesay,  and 
Cromwell  ;  and  picturesque  drives  to  the  Marquis  of 
Bute's  fine  mansion,  Mount  Stuart,  to  Port  Bannatyne, 


and  to  St.  Blane's  Chapel.  Its  busy  pier  is  one  of  the 
sights  of  the  Clyde,  and  its  sheltered  Bay  the  choice 
anchorage  for  yachts  of  all  sizes. 

The  mercantile  houses  of  this  beautiful  watering 
place  are  in  every  way  worthy  of  the  locality.  Every 
comestible  and  every  dainty  requirement  of  modem 
conventional  life  are  here  procurable  in  perfection  of 
quality.  We  commend  to  the  favourable  attention  of 
our  readers  the  following  business  houses  as  specially 
worthy  of  support. 
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MESSRS.    DOBBIE    &    CO.,    Seed    Growers    and    Florists,    Rothesay. 


A  business  unique  of  its  kind,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  the  require- 
ments of  exhibitors  and  competitors 
have  always  been  made  a  special 
study,  the  house  of  Messrs.  Dobbie  & 
Co.  stands  prominently  forward 
among  the  highest  and  most  impor- 
tant seed  growers  and  florists  in 
Great  Britain.  Although  originally 
started  in  Renfrew,  the  headquarters 
are  now,  and  have  been  for  a  number  of  years,  in 
Rothesay — one  of  the  very  few  places  in  Britain 
blessed  with  a  fairly  equitable  climate,  and  therefore 
specially  adapted  for  plant  culture  and  seed  grow- 
ing. The  system  of  working  up  special  selections 
on  scientific  principles  was  first  adopted  by  Mr.  Dobbie, 
the  founder  of  the  firm,  nearly  40  years  ago,  in  a 
small  private  way.  From  year  to  year  this  system 
has  been  gradually  extended  and  developed,  and 
to-day  this  house  may  proudly  boast  that  they  are  in  a 
position  to  supply  seeds  and  plants  of  a  quality  which 
cannot  be  excelled.  The  unique  lines  on  which  the 
business  was  started — that  of  supplying  exhibitors  and 
others  with  select  stocks  of  flowers  and  vegetables — has 
been  kept  in  view,  since  the  commencement,  with  un- 
varying success,  and  the  firm  is  now  the  recognised 
source  of  a  large  number  of  the  most  reliable  strains  in  the 
market.  Although  Mr.  Dobbie  has  practically  retired 
from  the  business,  he  has  left  two  worthy  successors  to 
uphold  the  high  reputation  of  the  house  in  the  present 
sole  partners,  Mr.  William  Cuthbertson  and  Mr.  Robert 
Fyfe.  These  gentlemen  have  had  a  wide  and 
varied  experience ;  are  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Horti- 
cultural Society  ;  and  it  is  no  doubt  owing  to  their 
capable  joint  direction,  characterised  as  it  has  been  by 
energy,  enterprise,  sound  judgment,  and  honourable 
principle,  that  the  enormous  increase  in  the  trade  of 
the  firm  during  recent  years  has  taken  place.  This 
rapid  increase  is  phenomenal,  and  when  we  mention 
that  the  turnover  is  now  four  times  as  great  as  it  was 
five  years  ago,  it  will  certainly  be  reckoned  as  a  rapidly 
increasing  business  of  its  kind.  A  phenomenal  progress 
of  this  kind  cannot  be  brought  about  except  under  the 
best  of  management ;  and  it  speaks  volumes  for  the  policy 
inaugurated  by  Messrs.  Cuthbertson  and  Fyfe  and  the 
excellence  of  the  products  of  the  firm.  The  recently 
erected  and  substantially  built  offices  face  the  principal 
thoroughfare  in  Rothesay.  They  are  very  commodious, 
and  the  appointments  are  perfect.  The  premises  are 
composed  of  two  magnificent  flats,  comprising  suites  of 
private  rooms,  sample  rooms,  and  general  offices,  in 
which  many  clerks  are  employed.  The  gardens  are 
situated  about  half-a-mile  from  Rothesay  Pier,  and 
contain  a  large  array  of  hothouses.  The  grounds  are 
laid  out  in  a  very  artistic  manner,  and  at  the  time  of 
our  visit  presented  a  magnificent  picture  of  colours  of 
every  description  and  hue.  The  grounds  cover  some 
ten  acres,  and  on  expressing  astonishment  at  the  extent, 
our  courteous  guide,  who  seemed  never  to  tire  of  giving 
information,  informed  us  that  Messrs.  Dobbie  &  Co. 
were  the  owners  of  numerous  other  seed  trial  grounds  ; 
they  being  strongly  of  opinion  that  it  was  undesirable  to 
have  their  ground  all  in  one  spot  ;  and  that  this  system 
was   rendered   necessary   so  as  to  ensure  the  keeping  of 


the  different  strains  absolutely  pure  by  preventing  all 
danger  of  injurious  cross  fertilization.     In  addition  to 
the  Scotch  grounds,  Messrs.  Dobbie  are  also  interested 
in  a  large  area  in  Hampshire,  where  seed  growing  is 
carried  on.     The  firm  is  one  of  the  most  important  of 
its  kind  in  this  country,  and  among  persons  who  take 
any  deep  interest  in  floriculture  all  over  the  world,  the 
name  of  Dobbie,  of  Rothesay,  is  as  a  household  word. 
In  addition  to  their  other  premises,  the  rapidly  growing 
requirements    of    the    business   necessitate  the  use   of 
large  stores   in   Russell  Street,  Rothesay.     Mr.  Dobbie 
may  be  said  to  have  won  his  spurs  so  far  back  as  1850, 
when,   at  a   great  show  held  at  Berwick-on -Tweed,  he 
succeeded  in   carrying  off  four  first  prizes  for  pansies. 
Since    1866,    when  the  worthy  founder  first  began  to 
devote  his  whole  attention  to  the  business,  the  career  of 
the  firm   has  been  one  continued  round  of  success,  and 
the  prizes  and  awards  gained  by  their  productions  since 
that    date   are   innumerable.     It    is  making  an  almost 
invidious  distinction  to  attempt  to  pick  out  specialities 
from   a  list    containing   nothing   else   but    specialities  ; 
we    may,    however,    mention   the    following    as    being 
especially  worthy  of  notice.     In  the  flower  departments 
are  pansies,  phloxes,  dahlias,  violas,  marigolds,  quilled 
asters,  antirrhinums,  &c,  &c. ;  while  notable  among  the 
vegetables  are  the  leeks,  turnips,  parsnips,  and  parsley. 
From  among  the  numerous  honours  won  by  the  firm  we 
might  select  two  or  three  subjects  as  illustrations  of  the 
general  run  of  success.     Space  forbids  more.     African 
marigolds  have  the  following  remarkable  record  :   First- 
class  Certificates  were  granted  them  by  the  R.H.S.  in 
1887,   and   again  in  1889  after  a  trial  at  Chiswick  ;  also 
by  the   Manchester  Royal  Botanical  and  Horticultural 
Society  1888,  and  the  Shropshire  Horticultural  Society 
in  the  same  year  ;  and  First  Prizes  at  the  International 
Horticultural  Exhibitions — Manchester,  Edinburgh,  and 
Dundee — in  addition  to  having  been  placed  first  for  12 
years   in    succession    at    the   great    Autumn    shows    in 
Glasgow.     The  French  marigolds  of  Messrs.  Dobbie   & 
Co.  had  quite  a  similar  record.     At  the  great  Conference 
on  dahlias,  held  in  London  last  autumn,  the  firm  were 
awarded  the  Silver  Banksian   Medal  for  their  exhibit, 
and  for  these  they  have  a  connection  all  over  the  world  ; 
sending   pot-roots    in    autumn   to   America,    Australia, 
India,    &c.     Almost   innumerable   honours   have   been 
awarded  them  for  pansies  and  violas  ;  gold,  silver,  and 
bronze   medals  being  very  frequently  given,  as  special 
awards  to  their  exhibits  in  this  class,  by  such   Societies 
as    the    Royal    Horticultural    of   London  ;  the    Royal 
Botanical    of    London;    the   Royal    Horticultural   and 
Botanical  of  Manchester,  &c.    Of  the  numerous  honours 
gained  by  Messrs.  Dobbie  &  Co.  for  vegetables,  exigen- 
cies of  space  will  only  allow  the  mention  of  the  following  : 
For  their  "  model  white  "  turnip,  which  the  Gardener's 
Chronicle   describes  as  "  being  the  greatest  advance  in 
white   turnips   ever   seen,"    the   firm    were   awarded  a 
certificate  at   the    Vegetable   Conference   held   by   the 
R.H.S.   in  London,   1889.     The  same  honour  was  also 
gained  at  that   Conference  by  Dobbie's   "  Champion  " 
leek.     This  variety  of  leeks,  a  "  special  speciality  "  of 
the    firm,  has   a   blanched  part  of  fully   12   inches  in 
length,  and   it   has  gained  first   prizes  at  international 
shows  held  at  Dundee,  Edinburgh,  Carlisle,  and  twice 
at  Manchester.     It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  reputation 
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of  the  firm  is  of  the  highest,  and  the  general  abilities 
and  enterprise  displayed  by  the  present  partners  are  such 
as  will  tend  to  the  maintenance  of  that  reputation  and 
the  extension  of  trade,  and  will,  without  doubt,  bring  as 
a   result   the   future   augmented  prosperity  of  the  firm. 


Needless  to  say,  Mr.  Cuthbertson  and  Mr.  Fyfe  are 
both  highly  esteemed  for  their  personal  good  qualities 
and  genial  bonhomie  by  the  general  public,  and  respected 
for  their  care  and  solicitude  by  the  large  number  of 
hands  employed. 


M'KINLAY'S     TEMPERANCE     HOTEL,     Rothesay. 


In  detailing  the  numerous  advantages  possessed  by 
Rothesay,  and  which  justly  place  it  in  the  front  rank 
as  a  watering  place  and  health  resort,  par  excellence,  in  the 
Western  Highlands,  the  admirable  hotel  accommodation 
provided  should  certainly  be  included  as  one  of  the 
principal  factors  in  the  popularity  it  has  attained. 
Amongst  the  favourite  establishments  of  this  description 
in  the  Island  we  have  pleasure  in  recommending  to  the 
attention  of  visitors  M'Kinlay's  old-established  Tem- 
perance Hotel  as  one  of  the  most  comfortable  and 
pleasantly  situated  houses  of  entertainment  to  be  found 
on  the  west  coast.  The  hotel  was  established  fully  half 
a  century  ago,  and  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
present  proprietor,  Mr.  John  M'Kinlay,  for  the  past 
thirty  years.  The  hotel  is  admirably  situated  in  Guild- 
ford Square,  commanding  splendid  views  of  the  Espla- 
nade and  Bay,  the  premises  occupying  a  prominent 
corner  position  and  comprising  the  two  upper  flats  of 
this  handsome  building.  The  entrance  from  the  street 
is  neatly  decorated  with  shrubs  and  flowers,  presenting 
an  attractive  appearance ;  a  wide  staircase  conveying 
the  visitor  to  the  first  floor,  on  which  are  situated  well- 
furnished    drawing,     dining,     smoke,    and    commercial 


rooms,  and  above  are  the  numerous  airy  and  comfortable 
bedrooms,  the  whole  extending  round  the  entire  block 
and  affording  spacious  facilities  for  the  accommodation 
of  a  large  number  of  guests.  The  hotel  contains  baths, 
lavatories,  and  every  modern  convenience  —  special 
attention  being  directed  to  the  sanitary  arrangements, 
which  are  perfect  throughout.  The  cooking  and  attend- 
ance are  alike  perfect  in  every  detail,  the  first  considera- 
tion of  the  proprietor  being  to  study  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  visitors  in  every  respect,  and  by  the 
closest  attention  to  perfect  cleanliness,  civil  and  prompt 
service,  and  the  highest  quality  of  viands,  to  make  this 
establishment  essentially  a  home  to  all  those  who  sojourn 
within  its  walls.  The  hotel  is  well  patronised  by  both 
family  and  commercial  visitors,  and  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  season  its  capacity  is  taxed  to  the  uttermost 
to  provide  accommodation  for  the  large  numbers  of 
tourists  seeking  health  or  pleasure  at  this  beautiful 
marine  resort.  Mr.  M'Kinlay  still  personally  conducts 
the  establishment  with  the  same  energy  which  has  for  so 
many  years  past  characterised  the  management,  the 
members  of  his  family  rendering  able  assistance  in  this 
direction. 


HUGH    McKIRDY,    Carriage    Hirer,    7,    Bishop    Street,    Rothesay. 


The  extraordinary  natural  attractions  of  Rothesay  in 
the  way  of  lovely  scener}%  unrivalled  even  in  a  district 
famed  for  the  beauty  of  its  views,  has  long  established 
this  "  Gem  of  the  Western  Coast  "  in  favour  as  a  health 
and  pleasure  resort ;  and  with  its  great  variety  of  walks 
and  drives,  its  boating,  fishing,  and  bathing  facilities, 
has  full}'  justified  the  supremacy  it  enjoys  as  the  per- 
fection of  watering-places  in  the  kingdom. 

An  indispensable  accessory  to  the  enjoyment  of  a 
visit  to  this  district  is  provided  by  the  old-established 
carriage  hiring  business  conducted  by  Mr.  McKirdy, 
which  was  founded  thirty  years  ago  by  the  late 
Mr.  Andrew  McKirdy,  the  much  respected  father  of  the 
present  proprietor,  who  succeeded  that  gentleman  on  his 
demise  in  1888.  The  business  was  originally  located  on 
the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Band  Stand,  from  whence 
it  was  removed  to  the  premises  in  Bishop  Street  in 
1872.  These  are  centrally  situated  within  one  minute's 
walk  from  the  Quay  and  all  the  principal  hotels  and 
comprise  extensive  range  of  stabling,  lock-up  coach- 
houses, etc.,  with  neatly  appointed  office  at  the  entrance, 
the  whole  being  well  arranged  and  conveniently  adapted 
for  the  purposes  of  the  business.  A  first-class  stud 
of  saddle  and  carriage  horses  is  offered  for  selection, 
and  well-appointed  landaus,  waggonettes,  phaetons,  and 
other  vehicles  may  be  ordered  from  the  establishment 
on  the  shortest  notice.  Telephone  communication  with 
"Glenburn"  Hydropathic  offers  facilities  for  visitors 
to  that  favourite  resort. 


A  special  feature  of  the  business  is  a  series  of 
beautiful  drives,  arranged  through  the  most  picturesque 
scenery  of  Bute,  in  one  and  two-horse  carriages,  driven 
by  steady  and  careful  servants,  at  exceedingly  moderate 
rates.  Mr.  McKirdy  has  also  recently  added  to  the 
resources  of  his  establishment  a  splendid  four-in-hand 
brake — "Rover" — which  is  available  for  driving  and 
picnic  parties  on  moderate  terms,  and  is  well  patronised 
during  the  season. 

The  business  is  ably  conducted  under  the  sole 
supervision  of  the  proprietor,  who  undertakes,  in  addition 
to  the  departments  above  mentioned,  all  classes  of 
jobbing,  posting,  and  furnishing  funeral  equipages: 
orders  of  this  description  receiving  the  promptest  atten- 
tion. Mr.  McKirdy  is  widely  known  and  respected  in 
the  locality  and  has  few  successful  rivals  in  this  business, 
his  judgment  in  horse-flesh  being  undisputed,  and  the 
superior  excellence  of  his  vehicles  and  stud  convincingly 
demonstrated  at  the  Bute  Farmers'  Society's  Annual 
Show  ( 1 891)  by  his  gaining  the  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  prizes 
for  the  best  cab  horses;  1st  and  2nd  for  the  best  turn- 
out; and  2nd  for  pony  showing  most  style  in  action. 
In  conclusion,  we  may  add  that  Mr.  McKirdy  is  un- 
remitting in  his  efforts  to  give  the  highest  satisfaction  to 
his  patrons,  and  has,  by  his  energy  and  enterprise,  not 
only  sustained  but  enhanced  the  reputation  so  long 
enjoyed  by  this  old-established  and  deservedly  popular 
posting  house. 
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ALEXANDER    LISTER,  Seedsman  and  Florist,  Meadowbank  Nursery,  Rothesay. 


No  record  of  the  industrial  features  of  interest  associated 
with  the  West  of  Scotland  could  for  a  moment  be  con- 
sidered complete  that  omitted  to  take  ample  note  of  the 
representative  business  which  forms  the  subject  matter 
of  this  brief  review.  Mr.  Lister  entered  upon 
his  experiences  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paisley 
many  years  ago.  There,  in  the  capacity  of  gardener 
to  a  gentleman  of  some  local  eminence,  he  was  fortu- 
nate enough  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Paul, 
one  of  the  most  ardent  and  enthusiastic  of  Scottish 
horticulturists.  From  this  gentleman  Mr.  Lister  ac- 
uired  a  passionate  love  for  his  noble  profession  which 
has  not  permitted  him  to  sit  still  under  a  sublime  sense  of 
high  achievement,  but  has  rather  impelled  him  to  greater 
advances  in  his  art  on  the  Baconian  principle  : — "  The 
more  we  know  the  more  we  want  to  know  ;  and  the 
further  we  advance  the  more  do  we  perceive  how  much 
is  still  in  store  for  us!  " 

Some  fourteen  years  ago  Mr.  Lister  determined  on 
making  essay  in  business  on  his  own  account.  He 
secured  gardens  at  the  head  of  the  Serpentine  Road, 
Rothesay.  But  the  ever-widening  volume  of  his  busi- 
ness connection  rendered  those  premises  in  due  course 
far  too  small  and  inconvenient.  Thereupon — some  four 
years  ago — Mr.  Lister  removed  to  his  present  more 
extensive  and  convenient  nurseries.  These  grounds  are 
situated  on  the  Barone  Road  and  contiguous  to  the 
Public  Park.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  they 
present  a  scene  of  rare  and  exquisite  beauty.  At  the 
entrance,  beneath  the  shadow  of  a  magnificent  plane 
tree,  the  visitor  will  find  an  attractive  pavilion, 
and  herein  are  displayed  many  fine  specimens 
of  seasonable  fruit  and  flowers.  The  grounds  at 
Meadowbank  cover  an  area  of  two  acres,  which  are 
chiefly  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  choice  strains  of 
flowers  both  for  the  purpose  of  seed  and  of  cuttings, 
while  in  the  immediate  vicinity  are  grounds  principally 
devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  shrubs,  fruits,  and  orna- 
mental trees  of  various  kinds.  It  may  be  noted  as  a 
specially  interesting  feature  that  the  Meadowbank 
Nursery  is  surrounded  on  two  sides  by  lofty  plane  trees, 
which  serve,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  set  off  the  splendid 
variety  of  blossoming  flowers  within.  The  stock  in- 
cludes every  description  of  pansy,  dahlia,  rose,  her- 
baceous and  florists'  flowers ;  and  we  may  specially 
mention  the  "  Nonsuch  "  leek  and  the  "  Unique  "  parsley. 
Mr.  Lister,  as  a  general  nurseryman,  seedsman,  and 
florist,  maintains  a  wide  influence  throughout  the  Empire, 
his  name  being  known  to  a  most  widespread  and 
influential  body  of  patrons.  The  greatest  care  and  the 
most  elaborate  precautions  are  taken  to  ensure  per- 
fection of  quality  in  all  seeds,  bulbs,  and  plants  sup- 
plied by  him  and  grown  at  this  establishment  ;  and  the 
business  is  uniformly  worked  on  principles  which  allow 
of  only  the  best  and  most  reliable  goods  being  sent  out. 
As    a    grower    of  pansies    Mr.    Lister  has   achieved 


the  highest  distinction.  As  a  pansy  grower  his 
reputation  is  pre-eminent.  Some  thousands  of  exquisite 
varieties  have  been  propagated  under  Mr.  Lister's  able 
direction,  and  one  which  specially  calls  for  mention  in 
these  reviews  is  a  new  variety  known  as  "The  Don,' 
though  not  as  yet  catalogued  or  introduced  to  the  trade. 
This  exquisite  flower  has  a  large  and  perfect  velvety 
disc,  and — if  only  by  reason  of  its  gorgeous  yet  harmo- 
nious colouring — is  destined  to  become  a  universal 
favourite  among  fanciers  of  the  "  sweet  pansy."  Many 
of  Mr.  Lister's  beautiful  productions  have  won  fame  in 
the  principal  exhibitions  of  the  Empire,  a  liberal  share 
of  the  gold  and  silver  medal  awards  having  from  time 
to  time  fallen  to  his  lot.  His  admirably  arranged  and 
thoroughly  comprehensive  catalogue  is  well  worthy  of 
careful  perusal,  the  contents  forming  a  sure  index  of 
the  magnificent  stocks  always  held.  A  large  and  com- 
petent staff  is  employed,  and  the  business  is  certainly 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  concerns  of  its  kind  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  Mr.  Lister's  high  authority  on  all 
questions  pertaining  to  the  pansy  growth  is  demon- 
strated by  his  standard  work  entitled  "  The  Pansy " 
(published  by  Alexander  Gardner,  of  Paisley).  In  this 
fine  little  treatise  Mr.  Lister  pours  forth  all  the  stores 
of  a  richly-imbued  mind,  a  widely-acquired  experience, 
and  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  every  detail  and 
technique  of  pansy  culture.  Mr.  Lister  expatiates 
with  great  clearness  on  the  art  of  rearing  new  varieties 
from  seed,  propagation  from  cuttings,  general  culture, 
gathering  and  preparing  blooms  for  competition,  and  in  sect 
and  other  enemies,  to  which  is  added  "  Glenny's 
Properties  of  Show  Pansies,"  with  his  own  remarks  on  the 
adaptability  of  the  latter  to  the  modern  class  named 
"  Fancy  Pansies,"  which  did  not  exist  in  Glenny's  time. 
Admirers  of  the  pansy  will  find  everything  in  this  little 
work  necessary  to  enable  them  to  excel  in  its  culture. 
We  may  add  to  our  preceding  remarks  that  Mr. 
Lister  is  a  genuine  experimental  horticulturist, 
one  who  creates  effects  and  skilfully  superinduces 
modifications  in  the  domain  of  botanical  science. 
In  this  respect  he  differs  from  not  a  few  prosperous 
"seedsmen"  and  "nurserymen"  who  purchase  their 
wrares  in  a  greater  wholesale  market  than  their  own, 
reap  the  "middleman's"  profits,  and  before  an  uninitiated 
community  in  all  the  borrowed  glory  which  alone  per- 
tains to  him  whom  our  German  friends  designate  the 
true  "  Natur-Forscher  !"  We  summarise  our  not  un- 
favourable estimate  of  Mr.  Alexander  Lister  and  his 
deservedly  prosperous  establishment  in  the  statement 
that  the  gentleman  in  question  is  universally  recognised 
as  an  honourable  and  conscientious  representative  of  an 
industry  in  which  the  most  upright  and  straightforward 
dealings  are  absolutely  indispensable  to  permanent  and 
ever-augmenting  commercial  prosperity. 
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MESSRS.    J.    ADAMSON    &    SON,    Photographers,    Rothesay. 


The  Messrs.  Adamson,  of  Rothesay,  are  well-known 
specialists  in  marine  photography,  and  in  that  depart- 
ment are  universally  acknowledged  to  have  no  rivals, 
while  they  are  not  without  distinction  in  the  ordinary 
walks  of  the  art.  The  history  of  the  business  goes 
back  some  forty  years  to  1850,  when  it  was  inaugurated 
in  Glasgow  by  the  senior  partner,  Mr.  J.  Adamson. 
The  era  of  dry  plates  and  simplified  processes  had  not 
then  arrived,  and  the  photographer  of  that  date  moved 
in  an  atmosphere  saturated  with  chemical  vapours  by 
no  means  conducive  to  a  superabundance  of  health. 
Mr.  Adamson,  in  brief,  found  it  necessary,  on  hygienic 
grounds,  to  leave  Glasgow  in  1854,  selecting  Rothesay, 
famed  for  the  salubrity  of  its  climate,  as  his  future 
residence.  The  change  had  the  happiest  effect  in  every 
way  ;  and,  what  might  have  been  regarded  as  unfortu- 
nate, became  responsible  for  the  production  of  a  marine 
photographer,  par  excellence,  who,  otherwise,  amidst  the 
smoke  and  grime  of  Glasgow,  might  have  remained  a 
mere  "  taker  "  of  excellent  photos. 

Messrs.  Adamson  &  Son's  premises  occupy  an 
enviable  position,  commanding  the  Esplanade,  Bay,  and 
other  landward  and  seaward  attractions  of  our  Northern 
Brighton.  They  consist  of  two  fine  buildings,  some 
distance  apart,  standing  in  pleasant  grounds  decorated 
with  flowers,  ornamental  trees,  and  all  the  resources  of 
the  gardener.  The  showroom,  which  stands  to  the 
front,  is  in  its  way  one  of  the  "lions  "  of  Rothesay,  and 
in  its  handsome  windows  and  superb  interior  displays 
a  collection  of  subjects  unique  and  admirable.  Marine 
photos  such  as  those  of  yachts  and  sailing  and  steam  craft 
form  of  course  the  rarae  aves  of  the  exhibition  and  at 
once  attract  attention  by  their  technical  excellence  and 
the  wide  range   of  craft    represented,    the   tiny   yacht 


showing  side  by  side  with  the  armed  cruiser.  Of  course, 
there  are  also  many  ordinary  subjects  on  view  as  well, 
Somewhat  to  the  rear  stands  the  studio,  an  imposing 
structure  of  large  proportions  and  connected  by  tele- 
phone with  the  showroom.  Stone  is  the  medium 
used,  the  height  being  two  storeys.  The  lower  contains 
a  luxuriously  furnished  showroom  embellished  with 
various  artistic  photos  and  running  a  considerable 
length.  On  this  floor,  too,  are  the  office,  dressing-rooms, 
lavatories,  printing-rooms,  and  workrooms.  Above  is  a 
large  double  studio  occupying  two  sides  of  a  square 
and  commanding  both  a  northern  and  an  eastern  light. 
The  whole  length  is  about  eighty  feet  ;  all  the  varied 
appurtenances  of  the  craft — cameras,  scenery,  back- 
grounds, and  the  like.  The  instruments,  we  need 
hardly  say,  are  exceptionally  perfect.  The  firm  have 
a  fine  steam  yacht,  designed  specially  for  marine  work, 
and  fitted  up  with  cameras,  dark  room,  etc.  This 
vessel  is  rarely  absent  from  our  northern  regattas,  and 
gives  the  firm  facilities  for  photographing  all  kinds  of 
craft  at  full  speed.  The  Messrs.  Adamson  are 
exceptionally  well  known  in  shipping,  and  especially 
yachting,  circles,  and  supply  the  photos  of  marine 
subjects  to  many  publishers  and  periodicals,  including, 
of  course,  those  published  weekly  by  The  Yachtsman. 
The  reputation  won  by  the  firm  has  been  eminently 
merited.  The  founder  is  himself  a  maestro  in  the 
art,  but  is  rivalled  by  his  junior  partner.  The  latter 
is  an  enthusiastic  yachtsman  and  well  known  and 
highly  popular  in  home  yachting  circles.  He  is 
thoroughly  at  home  in  all  the  niceties  of  the 
business  and  indefatigable  in  the  pursuit  of  an  art 
which  has  made  the  name  of  the  firm  far  and  wide  as 
"  familiar  as  a  household  word." 


ANGUS    ROBERTSON,  Cabinet    Maker,  Upholsterer,  Bedding   Manufacturer,  and  Complete 

House  Furnisher,  3,  Argyle  Street,  Rothesay. 


The  manufacture  of  upholstery  and  bedding  is  well 
represented  in  this  fashionable  watering  place  by 
Mr.  Angus  Robertson,  to  whose  widely  patronised 
establishment  at  No.  3,  Argyle  Street,  Rothesay,  we 
have  pleasure  in  directing  the  attention  of  our 
readers.  The  business  was  established  by  Mr. 
Robertson,  who  is  a  native  of  the  town,  in  1883,  and 
has  been  continued  since  with  unvarying  success  under 
that  gentleman's  energetic  management.  The  premises 
are  centrally  situated  in  Argyle  Street,  immediately 
facing  the  Esplanade  and  Bay,  and  comprise  spacious 
single-fronted  shop  with  window  attractively  dressed 
with  a  first-class  selection  of  goods.  The  showroom  is 
of  commodious  dimensions  and  handsomely  appointed, 
presenting  every  convenience  for  the  effective  arrange- 
ment of  the  large  and  varied  stock.  This  includes  a 
splendid  assortment  of  every  description  of  house 
furnishing,  carpets  in  all  the  newest  designs,  floor  cloths, 
bedding,  window  blinds,   curtains,   &c,   of  the   highest 


quality,  at  prices  equal  in  moderation  to  those  of  the 
largest  houses  in  the  trade.  Also  dry  and  commodious 
stores  in  High  Street  for  storing  furniture.  Removals 
conducted.  Lorries  and  vans  kept.  Furniture  packed 
and  removed  to  all  parts.  In  West  Castle  Street,  in 
the  rear  of  the  establishment,  are  extensive  stores  for 
warehousing  spare  stock,  the  whole  arrangements  of 
the  business  being  of  the  most  complete  character. 
Special  attention  is  devoted  by  Mr.  Robertson  to  jobbing 
work  and  repairs,  in  which  his  thoroughly  practical 
experience  ensures  the  best  workmanship  and  prompt 
execution  of  orders  of  this  character  entrusted  to  him 
for  completion.  A  first-class  connection  has  been 
secured  by  Mr.  Robertson,  who  is  well  patronised  by 
the  leading  families  resident  in  the  district,  and  this 
gentleman  has,  by  his  consistent  attention  to  the ' 
requirements  of  his  large  circle  of  customers,  firmly 
established  himself  in  popular  favour  with  all  classes  of 
his  fellow-townsmen. 
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L.     MILLOY,    Ironmonger,  &c,  45,  Montague  Street,  Rothesay. 


This  large  and  prosperous  business  dates  back  some 
ninety  years.  During  the  earlier  periods  of  its  history 
nails  and  nail  making  absorbed  the  whole  attention  of 
its  proprietors,  and  to  this  branch  of  industry  its  founder, 
Peter  Hughes,  a  Welshman,  confined  his  attention. 
He  was  succeeded  by  a  Mr.  McQuilkin,  of  Tarbert, 
who  added  the  ironmongery  in  a  small  way,  both 
branches  being  carried  on  by  his  successor,  Mr.  James 
Duncan.  It  was  not  till  the  accession  of  the  present 
owner,  however,  which  occurred  in  1866,  that  the  busi- 
ness assumed  its  present  comprehensive  and  extended 
character.  An  ironmonger  in  an  island  such  as  Bute 
must  be  a  sort  of  universal  provider,  if  his  mind  takes  in 
properly  the  necessities  of  the  case  ;  and,  beyond  the 
usual  departments  of  household  and  general  iron- 
mongery, must  provide  tackle  for  the  fisher  folk  by  sea 
or  loch,  agricultural  implements  for  the  farmer,  gardening 
appliances  for  the  horticulturist,  travelling  requisites  for 
the  tourist,  and  sporting  paraphernalia  of  the  latest 
type  for  the  sportsman.  All  this  Mr.  Milloy  has  most 
exhaustively  accomplished,  and  the  varied  and  well- 
selected  stock  shown  in  his  premises  indicates  to  the 
visitor  that  everything  from  a  needle  to  an  anchor,  from 
a  Limerick  hook  to  a  reaping  machine,  may  be  had 
there.  The  main  shop  is  very  large  and  commodious, 
running  a  long  distance  to  the  rear,  where  it  is  lit  from 
the  roof.  A  neat  office  occupies  a  position  in  the  middle 
of  the  shop  and  contains  a  wooden  chair,  ninety  years 


old,  of  an  artistic  design,  the  property  "erstwhile"  of  the 
founder  of  the  house  and  still  the  favourite  seat  of  his 
successor.  It  would  far  exceed  our  limits  to  indicate  a 
tithe  of  the  specialities  of  the  concern,  but  one  small 
appliance  attracted  our  attention.  It  was  a  machine  for 
filling  cartridges,  patented  by  Mr.  Erskine,  and  turning 
machine,  invented  by  Mr.  Milloy,  capable  of  charging 
and  turning  a  hundred  cartridges  in  a  few  minutes.  It  is 
a  most  ingenious  and  effective  invention  and  acts  with  a 
certainty  sure  to  recommend  it  to  all  sportsmen.  The 
business  connection  includes  most  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Bute  and  the  adjacent  Highlands,  of  whose  custom  Mr. 
Milloy  has  something  like  a  monopoly.  He  is  ably 
assisted  by  his  son,  Mr.  Andrew  Milloy.  The  pro- 
prietor is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  esteemed 
persons  in  Bute,  having  for  many  years  past  filled  with 
honourable  distinction  many  of  the  most  important 
public  offices,  in  connection  with  municipal  and  district 
affairs,  as  member  of  both  the  Town  and  County 
Councils.  Mr.  Milloy  is  also  President  of  the  Bute 
Farmers'  Society  and  Bute  Ornothological  Society,  and, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Bute  Conservative  Association,  has 
rendered  invaluable  service  to  the  Constitutional  cause 
in  the  district.  He  possesses  all  the  agreeable  personal 
characteristics  of  the  thrice  reputed  Brandanes,  and 
eminently  deserves  the  business  success  and  public 
recognition  he  has  met  with  for  his  enterprise  and  public 
spirit. 


BUTE    ARMS    HOTEL,    Rothesay.      Proprietor;  Mr.  Robert  Smith. 


In  a  list  of  carefully  selected  hotels  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  compiled  by  Charles  A.  Gillig,  the  genial 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the  United  States 
Exchange,  in  his  guide  for  the  use  of  travellers  (chiefly 
Americans)  visiting  this  country,  and  which  are  recom- 
mended as  "  first  class  in  every  respect,"  we  notice  that 
the  establishment  selected  for  Rothesay  is  the  Bute  Arms 
Hotel.  That  no  better  choice  could  have  been  made  is 
plainly  evident,  for  it  stands  in  an  unrivalled  position, 
commanding  one  of  the  finest  views  on  the  west  coast 
of  Scotland  ;  and  the  general  arrangements  for 
the  comfort  of  visitors,  the  perfect  cuisine,  and  most 
varied  stock  of  vintage  wines  form  a  combination  not 
to  be  excelled.  It  is  generally  conceded  to  be  the 
oldest  hotel  in  Bute,  having  been  established  over  a 
century.  After  having  passed  through  several  hands,  the 
establishment  was  acquired  by  the  present  proprietor, 
Mr.  Robert  Smith,  some  nine  years  ago.  The  pile 
of  buildings  forms  a  magnificent  corner  at  the  head  of 
the  pier  and  commands  unobstructed  views  of  the  bay, 
Kyles  of  Bute,  Loch  Striven,  and  the  Cowal  Hills  on  the 
other  side  of  the  bay.  The  tower  at  the  corner  of  the 
building  gives  a  finished  and  very  imposing  appearance 
to  the  establishment.  The  premises  comprise  a  large 
and  commodious  public  bar,  private  bar,  billiard  room, 
extensive  and  comfortably-appointed  and  furnished 
coffee,  dining,  and  drawing  rooms,  private  suites,  etc. 


The  bedrooms  to  the  number  of  over  forty  (many  of  them 
double)  are  large,  light,  and  remarkably  high  :  a  speciality 
of  this  hotel  being  that  the  windows  of  all  the  rooms 
devoted  to  the  use  of  visitors  command  an  uninterrupted 
view  of  the  pier  and  bay.  The  building  throughout  is 
tastefully  and  comfortably  furnished,  and  no  effort  nor 
expense  has  been  spared  in  order  to  make  each  depart- 
ment complete  in  every  respect.  A  satisfactory  system 
of  tours  and  drives  is  arranged  to  take  place  daily  from 
the  hotel,  and  amongst  these  excursions  we  may  mention 
the  following  :  To  Inverary  and  back  by  "  Lord  of  the 
Isles  "  ;  to  Arran,  the  Kyles  of  Bute,  returning  by  way 
of  Kilchattau  Bay  ;  to  Inverary  by  "  Lord  of  the  Isles," 
returning  via  Loch  Eck  and  Dunoon  ;  to  head  of  Loch 
Long,  returning  by  Loch  Lomond  to  Ardrishaig ;  through 
the  Kyles  of  Bute  and  Loch  Ridden ;  four-in-hand 
coach  by  Loch  Fad  to  Kilchattau  Bay,  returning  by 
Mount  Stuart ;  and  numerous  other  drives  and  excursions. 
The  trade  of  the  hotel  is  both  family  and  commercial, 
and  Mr.  Smith  has  established  a  wide  private  connection 
among  yachtsmen  of  the  Clyde.  Great  credit  is  deser- 
vedly due  to  Mr.  Smith  for  the  smart  and  efficient  system 
under  which  the  management  is  controlled,  and  the 
success  of  the  undertaking  is  mainly  due  to  the  tact  and 
enterprise  of  the  proprietor,  who  is  well  and  favourably 
known  both  in  Bute  and  Glasgow. 
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MALCOLM  BUCHANAN,  Wine,  Grocery,  and  Italian  Warehouse,  51,  Montague  Street,  Rothesay. 


Residents  in  and  visitors  to  the  Island  of  Bute  and, 
more  especially,  Rothesay  will  have  made,  we  daresay, 
the  acquaintance  of  the  catering  powers  of  the  above 
old  and  first-class  house.  Though  carried  on  since  1889 
by  Mr.  Malcolm  Buchanan,  the  house,  under  the  able 
control  of  his  predecessor,  Mr.  John  Black,  had  long 
enjoyed  an  enviable  patronage  and  reputation. 

The  present  spirited  proprietor  had  spent  some 
thirteen  years  with  Mr.  Black,  and,  after  acquiring  a 
complete  business  knowledge,  started  for  himself  in  the 
same  street.  The  opposition  was  as  friendly  as  it 
was  successful,  and  when  Mr.  Black  died,  in  1889, 
Mr.  Buchanan  naturally  became  his  successor.  His 
first  concern  was  to  alter  and  completely  modernize  the 
premises,  and,  as  they  now  stand,  they  can  command 
the  most  favourable  criticism.  The  frontage  is  large  and 
handsome,  including  four  brilliant  show  windows  to  the 
ground  floor  warehouse.  The  interior  of  the  main  shop 
is  beautifully  fitted  up  in  polished  woods,  conveniently 
shelved  all  round,  and  tastefully  relieved  at  intervals 
with  handsome  wall  cases,  floor  stands,  etc.  Both  in 
the  window  and  shop  dressing  the  hand  of  an  expert  is 
visible,  and  the  whole  appearance  of  the  concern  speaks 
plainly  the  spirited  character  of  the  management.  The 
stock  shown,  or  held  in  bulk  in  the  immense  stores  and 
cellars  to  the  rear,  is  too  varied  to  bear  enumeration 
here.  Among  the  groceries  the  place  of  honour  is  held 
by  the  fine  and  favourite  teas,  all  of  the  freshest  and  best 
selection  and  representing  the  best  growths  of  China, 
India,  and  Ceylon.  Provisions  may  be  designated  the 
speciality  of  the  warehouse,  and  include,  inter  alia, 
Belfast  and  home-cured  hams  (bearing  world-repute 
brands),  Wiltshire  bacon,  home  and  foreign  cheese  in 
variety,  fresh  dairy  produce,  and  a  hundred  and  one 
varieties  of  tinned  meats,  fish,  etc.,   from  boar's  head 


to  shrimps.  Then  comes  the  mass  of  culinary,  table, 
and  household  requisites,  classed  as  Italian;  and  last, 
but  not  least,  an  array  of  old  wines,  whiskies  and 
brandies,  of  malt  liquors  and  mineral  waters,  whose 
names  alone  make  one  feel  thirsty.  A  proprietary  blend 
of  Scotch  whiskies  deserves  particular  mention,  and, 
whether  indulged  in  at  the  age  of  "  five  years  "  or  "  ten 
years,"  is  a  delightful  tipple.  In  an  old  and  reputed 
house  such  as  this,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  connoisseur 
will  find  in  its  cellars  a  few  hogsheads  or  pipes  of  wine 
of  old,  famous,  and  expensive  vintages,  or  bottlings  bearing 
dates  so  remote  as  to  silence  cavil.  Mr.  Buchanan 
occupies  a  very  favourable  position  in  this  respect  and 
holds  besides  a  good  selection  of  bottled  champagnes, 
including  all  the  favourite  brands.  The  wine  department 
enjoys  something  more  than  a  local  connexion  and 
shows  a  record  of  a  large  and  prosperous  trade  through- 
out Scotland  and  England. 

Mr.  Buchanan  personally  controls  the  various 
operations  of  the  business,  and  his  capacity  is  nowhere 
more  agreeably  apparent  than  in  the  excellent  arrange- 
ments he  has  made  for  prompt  attendance  to,  and 
.immediate  delivery  of,  orders.  Though  the  co-operator 
has  not  been  able  to  "  annex "  Bute,  Mr.  Buchanan 
believes  in  selling  at  the  lowest  Glasgow  prices  for  the 
first  quality  of  goods.  We  ought  to  have  said  that  in 
the  warehouse  is  the  general  business  and  interview 
office,  near  one  of  the  windows,  and  a  cash  office  where 
a  pretty  financial  divinity  controls  the  interests  of  the 
exchequer.  Mr.  Buchanan  takes  a  strong  interest  in 
the  great  volunteer  movement  and  is  himself  a  popular 
officer.  He  is  highly  esteemed  in  Bute  and  occupies 
deservedly  a  representative  and  influential  position  in 
that  Royal  Island. 


CRICHTON'S     "GRIDIRON"     RESTAURANT,     4,    Argyle    Street,    Rothesay. 


There  are  few  more  popular  establishments  in  this 
Queen  of  Northern  watering  places  than  that  which, 
under  the  title  of  Crichton's  "  Gridiron  "  Restaurant, 
is  familiar  to  every  visitor  to  Rothesay  as  one  of  the 
best  managed  houses  of  entertainment  to  be  met  with 
on  the  coast.  Mr.  Alexander  Crichton,  who  now 
conducts  the  establishment,  has  had  a  long  and  varied 
experience  as  a  restaurateur  and  chef,  having  served  in 
the  latter  capacity  for  many  years  to  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Argyle  at  Inverary  Castle,  a  position  he 
relinquished  in  order  to  take  an  appointment  as  chef  on 
Messrs.  Donald  Currie's  well-known  boats,  afterwards 
joining  the  Orient  Line  Company  to  fulfil  similar  duties; 
also  on  George  Smiths  &  Son's1  well-known  steamers, 
City  Line  to  India;  and  it  may  be  mentioned  that  this 
gentleman  still  undertakes  engagements  of  this  character 
during  the  winter  season,  when  business  is  quiet  in 
Rothesay.  The  restaurant  premises  at  4,  Argyle 
Street,  are  situated  facing  the  Esplanade  and  Bay,  and 
comprise  well-appointed  shop  with  ■  single  window, 
displaying,  with  attractive  taste,  a  tempting  array  of 
delicacies,  and  in  the  rear  is  the  handsome  dining  saloon 
containing  ample  accommodation  for  eighty  guests.  The 
establishment   is  thoroughly  well  equipped   throughout 


with  every  modern  convenience  for  a  business  of  this 
description,  enabling  the  proprietor  to  undertake,  on  the 
shortest  notice,  the  purveying  of  marriage  dinners  and 
suppers  and  other  social  functions  for  any  number  of 
guests.  The  daily  menu  of  the  restaurant  includes  a 
varied  selection  of  soups,  fish,  joints,  entrees,  pastries, 
jellies,  &c,  served  in  the  highest  style  at  town  prices, 
a  staff  of  neat  attendants  being  employed  for  this 
department  under  the  personal  supervision  of  the 
principal,  whose  thoroughly  practical  experience  ensures 
perfection  in  every  detail  of  the  cuisine,  service,  and 
appointments  of  this  well-ordered  dining  saloon.  The 
establishment  is  widely  patronised  in  the  season  by 
tourists  and  visitors  bent  on  enjoying  the  beautiful  and 
picturesque  scenery  of  the  district,  with  whom  the 
proprietor  has,  by  his  genial  courtesy,  firmly  established 
himself  in  popular  and  thoroughly  well-deserved  favour. 
In  conclusion,  we  would  strongly  recommend  to  those 
of  our  readers  intending  a  tour  through  the  Highlands 
a  visit  to  "  Crichton's  "  as  a  satisfactory  solution  of  that 
all-important  question  to  holiday-makers — "  Where  to 
dine."  Mr.  Alex.  Crichton  will,  owing  to  increased 
business,  probably  shortly  have  to  occupy  larger 
premises. 
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THE  STEWART  SEA  WATER  SWIMMING  BATHS,  Battery  Place  (opposite  the 
Aquarium),   Rothesay.     Lessee  and  Manager:  Archibald  M'Kinlay. 


Not  the  least  of  the  manifold  attractions  of  this  Queen 
of  Scottish  Watering  Places  is  the  Stewart  Sea  Water 
Swimming  Baths,  which,  under  the  able  management 
of  the  energetic  lessee,  Mr.  Archibald  M'Kinlay, 
supply  an  indispensable  convenience  to  the  crowds  of 
visitors  and  invalids  seeking  restoration  of  health  at 
this  charming  and  invigorating  resort.  The  history  of 
the  Stewart  Baths  dates  back  about  ten  years  ago, 
being  the  last  gift  to  the  town  of  the  much-lamented 
A.  B.  Stewart,  Esq.,  Convener  of  the  County,  one  of 
the  most  munificent  benefactors  to  the  Burgh,  who  was, 
to  the  great  grief  of  the  community,  suddenly  removed 
by  death  in  1880  at  the  early  age  of  42.  The  buildings 
cost  ^"1,500,  and  comprise  handsome  structure  of  attrac- 
tive architectural  proportions,  situated  in  Battery 
Place  immediately  opposite  the  Aquarium,  and  within 
five  minutes'  walk  of  the  Pier.  The  swimming-bath  is 
of  the  dimensions  of  45ft.  by  24ft. — affording  ample 
scope  for  natatory  exercise  and  enjoyment — lined 
throughout  with  concrete,  and  having  pipes  laid  from 
the  deep  sea — being,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  a  tidal  bath, 
while  the  hot  salt  water  is  pumped  by  means  of  a  small 
hydraulic  water  engine  direct  to  the  level  of  the  baths, 
ensuring  a  fresh  supply  of  the  finest  and  purest  sea 
water  at  every  change  of  the  tide.  There  are  twenty- 
four  roomy  and  convenient- dressing-rooms  for  the  use 
of  visitors,  and  the  baths  are  open  from  6  a.m.  till 
dusk,  two  hours — from  9  till  n  a.m. — being  reserved  for 
the  benefit  of  ladies  desirous  of  a  plunge  in  the  briny  in 


privacy  and  security.  A  qualified  female  attendant  is 
engaged  to  give  swimming  lessons  to  ladies  during  the 
time  allotted  to  their  visit,  and  gentlemen  may  obtain 
similar  instruction  from  Mr.  M'Kinlay,  the  manager, 
the  terms  for  a  series  of  twelve  lessons  in  this  graceful 
and  useful  art  being  fixed  at  the  moderate  charge  of 
10s.  The  warm  sea  water  baths  are  constructed  on  the 
most  modern  scientific  principles,  and,  lined  with  white 
enamelled  fire  clay,  present  a  beautifully  clean  appear- 
ance. This  form  of  bathing  is  highly  recommended  by 
the  members  of  the  medical  profession  for  its  highly 
beneficial  and  invigorating  effects  in  the  restoration  of 
constitutions  enfeebled  by  overwork  and  other  causes. 
Vapour  and  sitz  baths  are  also  provided,  and  the  whole 
arrangements  of  the  institution  are  laid  out  on  a  scale  of 
completeness  ensuring  in  every  way  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  the  numerous  visitors  who  patronise  the 
establishment  during  the  season.  Light  refreshments 
may  be  obtained  by  those  whose  exercise  has  enhanced 
their  appetites  at  a  stand  provided  for  that  purpose,  and 
the  charges  for  admission  and  attendance  are  all  framed 
on  the  most  moderate  basis.  The  management  of  the 
baths,  in  the  experienced  hands  of  Mr.  M'Kinlay,  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired,  and  this  gentleman  has,  by  his 
unobtrusive  courtesy  and  unfailing  attention  to  the 
numerous  patrons  of  the  establishment,  firmly  estab- 
lished himself  in  popular  favour  with  all  classes  of  visi- 
tors to  the  town. 


GILBERT  McKINNON,  Carriage   Hirer,  Bute  Livery  Stables,  Bishop  Terrace,  Brae,  Rothesay. 


One  of  the  most  popular  forms  of  enjoyment  in  connec- 
tion with  a  visit  to  this  beautiful  health  resort  includes 
the  indulgence  in  the  numerous  drives  for  which 
Rothesay  and  its  locality  is  justly  celebrated,  and  for 
which  ample  facilities  are  afforded  by  the  well-horsed 
and  appointed  vehicles  supplied  by  Mr.  Gilbert 
McKinnon,  Carriage  Hirer,  whose  establishment  is 
known  to  every  visitor  to  the  island.  This  business 
was  established  about  thirteen  years  ago  by  Mr. 
McKinnon  on  a  comparatively  humble  scale,  and  has, 
by  the  energy  and  enterprise  with  which  it  has  been 
conducted,  attained  a  leading  position  in  the  trade,  to 
which  it  is  fully  entitled.  The  Bute  Livery  Stables  at 
Bishop  Terrace,  Brae,  are  conveniently  situated  within 
a  minute's  walk  of  the  quay  and  all  the  principal  hotels, 
the  premises  comprising  neatly  appointed  office,  dwelling 
house,  and  stabling  and  coach  houses  in  the  rear.  The 
buildings  have  an  attractive  appearance,  and  were 
erected  by  Mr.  McKinnon  a  few  years  ago.  The  plant 
includes  every  description  of  vehicles  for  pleasure  pur- 
poses, well  equipped   in   every  respect,   embracing  lan- 


daus, waggonettes,  phaetons,  waggonette  for  pleasure 
parties,  pic-nics,  &c,  and  a  stud  of  first-class  saddle  and 
carriage  horses.  One  of  the  principal  features  of  the 
business  is  a  series  of  beautiful  drives  to  all  the  points  of 
interest  in  the  district,  arranged  by  the  proprietor,  and 
which  are  remarkable  for  their  variety  and  the  moderate 
rates  charged  for  either  one  or  two  horse  conveyances. 
Mr.  McKinnon  also  undertakes  every  description  of 
funeral  business,  for  which  he  supplies  elegant  equipages 
of  modern  design,  with  appropriate  appointments.  The 
services  of  a  staff  of  careful  and  steady  drivers  are  en- 
gaged, and  the  business  is  thoroughly  and  capably 
managed  throughout  under  the  personal  direction  of  the 
proprietor,  who  is  ably  assisted  in  the  office  duties  and 
order  department  by  Mrs.  McKinnon,  whose  courteous 
attention  to  the  requirements  of  the  patrons  of  the  estab- 
lishment has  been  of  invaluable  assistance  in  promoting 
the  well-deserved  success  attained  by  this  undertaking, 
and  of  which  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKinnon  have  every 
reason  to  be  justly  proud. 
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A.  JAMIESON  &  SON,  Seedsmen,  Florists,  and  Fruiterers,  7,  Argyle    Street,  Rothesay. 


One  of  the  most  attractive  establishments  in  this 
popular  health  and  pleasure  resort  is  conducted  with 
conspicuous  success  by  Messrs.  A.  Jamieson  &  Son, 
Seedsmen,  Florists,  and  Fruiterers,  whose  well-known 
West  End  fruit  mart  forms  the  subject  of  this  briefly 
descriptive  sketch.  This  business  was  established  about 
eight  years  ago  by  Mr.  Archibald  Jamieson  in  conjunc- 
tion with  his  son,  Mr.  James  G.  Jamieson,  of  whom  the 
former  gentleman  had,  since  1856,  been  the  proprietor 
of  one  of  the  most  extensive  nurseries  in  the  district,  of 
which  he  still  retains  the  sole  control — the  partnership 
with  Mr.  Jamieson,  junr.,  only  extending  to  the  West 
End  Mart.  This  establishment  is  situated  at  No.  7, 
Argyle  Street,  and,  facing  the  Esplanade  and  Bay,  is 
conveniently  located  for  attracting  visitors.  The 
premises  comprise  handsome  single  shop,  appropriately 
appointed,  in  which  there  is  every  facility  for  the  effective 
display  of  the  choice  selection  of  cut  flowers,  fruits, 
plants,  and  shrubs  which  constitute  the  stock,  and  in 
addition,  the  firm  have  always  on  hand  a  well-selected 
assortment  of  garden  seeds  of  the  best  and  freshest 
quality  in  great  variety.  Three  years  ago  Mr.  Jamieson, 
sen.,  acquired  the  Colavine  Nurseries,  which  are  close 


to  the  shop,  and  which  were  originally  occupied  as  a 
bowling  green,  used  for  this  purpose  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  for  seventy  years.  The  nursery  grounds, 
covering  an  acre  in  extent,  are  beautifully  laid  out  with 
beds  of  flowering  plants  and  shrubs,  and  here  are  culti- 
vated the  various  fruit,  vegetable,  and  flower  seeds  for 
which  the  firm  are  celebrated.  This  nursery  is  open  to 
visitors,  for  whose  accommodation  a  neatly-erected 
refreshment  summer  house  has  been  provided,  forming 
a  most  attractive  resort  for  tourists,  &c.  At  the  rear  of 
these  grounds  are  situated  the  greenhouses  and  orchards, 
in  which  are  cultivated  the  choice  fruits  and  hot-house 
plants  supplied  to  the  West  End  Mart.  An  extensive 
and  influential  connection  has  been  established  by 
Messrs.  Jamieson,  who  number  amongst  their  patrons 
many  of  the  leading  nobility  and  landed  gentry  in 
Scotland,  who  have  for  many  years  past  been  supplied 
with  the  noted  specialities  in  seeds  and  plants  grown  by 
the  firm  ;  and  there  have  been  few  visitors  to  Rothesay 
who  have  not  cherished  grateful  remembrance  in  asso- 
ciation with  the  West  End  Mart  and  the  Colavine 
Nurseries  and  their  courteous  and  genial  proprietors. 


JOHN  C.  SHARP,  Draper,  Clothier,  and  Hosier,  19,  Montague  Street,  Rothesay. 


Among  the  oldest  and  most  reputable  concerns  of  this 
flourishing  watering  place  that  of  Mr.  John  C.  Sharp 
holds  an  eminent  place.  The  business  was  founded 
sixty  years  ago  by  Messrs.  Munn  and  Stewart,  and  has 
been  controlled  by  the  present  proprietor  for  the  last 
twenty  years.  The  scope  of  operations  includes  drapery, 
outfitting,  and  hosiery,  together  with  household  plenish- 
ings of  several  kinds.  The  enterprise  is  carried  on  in  very 
convenient  and  suitable  premises,  very  centrally  situated 
in  the  busiest  thoroughfare  of  Rothesay,  comprising  a 
fine  shop  appropriately  fitted,  a  handsome  saloon  to  the 
rear,  and  the  necessary  working  departments.  The 
stock  held  is  not  only  very  comprehensive,  but  high- 
class  and  fashionable.  Both  ladies  and  gentlemen  are 
catered  for  in  dress  materials  and  making-up,  and  the 
range  of  goods  shown,  from  the  best  Meltons  to  the 
latest  fancy  fabrics,  offers  ample  scope  for  meeting  all 


wants.  In  the  secondary  ranges  of  outfitting  goods, 
such  as  those  dealing  with  underwear,  hosiery,  and 
small  wares,  the  display  is  equally  effective  and  com- 
plete. Then  come  a  varied  selection  of  furnishings 
and  all  the  newer  linens  and  napery  of  all  kinds,  rugs, 
carpets  and  linoleums,  door-mats,  and,  in  a  word, 
everything  in  this  line.  The  arrangement  of  the  whole 
is  marked  by  extreme  neatness  and  taste,  and  the  estab- 
lishment presents,  both  inside  and  outside,  the  most 
attractive  and  pleasing  ensemble.  The  trade  is  a  most 
substantial  one,  and  includes  a  valuable  connection 
among  the  residents  of  Bute  and  the  adjacent  districts. 
Mr.  Sharp  is  an  excellent  man  of  business,  and  person- 
ally superintends  the  work  of  the  establishment.  He 
has  had  a  wide  experience,  and  served  his  apprentice- 
ship with  the  well-known  and  highly  respected  ex- 
Provost  Orkney. 


DUGALD    WEIR,    Boot    and   Shoe    Maker,    71,    Montague    Street,    Rothesay. 


One  of  the  representative  houses  of  Rothesay,  and  one 
of  the  largest  in  the  West  Highlands,  is  the  boot  and 
shoe  establishment  designated  above.  The  business 
was  founded  in  1848  by  Mr.  Dugald  Weir,  and  is  at 
present  continued  by  his  widow.  The  shop  is  a  very 
large  and  attractive  one  and  contains  a  stock  which  for 
variety  and  extent  could  only  be  equalled  by  a  large  city 
warehouse.  Behind  the  shop  are  the  repairing  and 
order  workshops,  and  on  the  floor  above  are  extensive 
stock  rooms,  and  here  the  stock  of  a  new  department 
lately  added  to  the  business  may  be  seen.  This  includes 
all  kinds  of  rubber  goods,  such  as  ladies'  and  gents' 


waterproofs,  tennis  balls  and  racquets,  window  hose, 
door  mats,  etc.,  and  must  prove  a  distinct  boon  to 
customers.  The  assortment  of  boots  and  shoes 
embraces  everything  in  the  line  from  the  finest  and 
daintiest  Cinderella  to  the  ordinary  ready-made  ;  and, 
from  its  comprehensive  character,  offers  plenty  of  room 
for  choice.  Coast  shoes  are  its  special  feature.  The 
house  is  a  popular  one  with  residents  and  visitors  and 
does  a  flourishing  trade.  The  general  control  rests  with 
Mrs.  Weir,  and  in  her  hands  there  is  no  fear  of  any 
falling  off  in  the  favour  and  support  so  long  accorded  to 
this  old-established  and  enterprising  business. 
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STEWART    &    Co.,  Commission  Merchants  and  Grain,  Hay,  and  Straw  Dealers,  Store   Lane, 

Rothesay. 


This  important  branch  of  commercial  activity  is  ade- 
quately represented  in  the  Isle  of  Bute  by  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Messrs.  Stewart  and  Co.,  Commission 
Merchants,  Grain,  Hay,  and  Straw  Dealers,  Store 
Lane,  Rothesay,  which  was  established  upwards  of 
twenty-five  years  ago  by  the  present  sole  proprietor, 
Mr.  Robert  Stewart,  trading  under  the  style  indicated 
at  the  head  of  this  notice.  The  premises  in  Store  Lane 
comprise  large  two-storey  warehouse,  100ft.  long  by  50ft. 
wide,  with  office  adjoining,  providing  ample  accommo- 
dation for  the  immense  stock  held  of  hay,  straw,  grain, 
and  other  feeding  stuffs  for  horses,  cattle,  &c.  Messrs. 
Stewart  also  store  large  quantities  of  all  kinds  of 
artificial  manures  at  this  warehouse,  including  those  of 
their  own  manufacture,  which  bear  a  high  reputation  in 
the  market  for  their  fertilising  qualities;  and  the  firm, 
in   addition,   act   as  agents  in  this  district  for  Messrs. 


Alexander  Cross  and  Son.  Additional  stores  are  occu- 
pied by  the  firm  at  Coleshill  Street,  Rothesay,  in  which 
are  stocked  best  Irish  lime  shells,  for  which  they  also 
hold  agencies,  and  import  largely  to  the  surrounding 
districts.  An  extensive  connection  has  been  secured  by 
Messrs.  Stewart,  who  supply  the  leading  agriculturalists 
in  Bute  with  their  noted  fertilisers,  of  which  they  have 
a  great  demand,  and  a  large  trade  is  also  done  by  the 
firm  in  feeding  stuffs,  their  patrons  in  this  department 
including  the  Marquis  of  Bute  and  the  principal  gentry, 
livery  keepers,  and  horse  and  cattle  owners  throughout 
the  district.  The  business  is  very  successfully  conducted 
under  the  direction  of  the  principal,  who  is  widely  known 
and  respected  in  the  locality,  and  has,  by  his  energetic 
management  of  the  undertaking,  secured  a  thoroughly 
well-merited  commercial  success. 


ANDREW    Y.    SILVER,   Tobacconist,  Fancy   Goods  Merchant,  and    Umbrella  Maker, 

83,    Victoria    Street,    Rothesay. 

"  Sublime  tobacco  I  " — Byron. 


Few  cults  have  made  more  progress  in  Scotland  during 
the  last  decades  than  that  of  the  nicotian  weed,  and 
North  Britain  is  by  no  means  alone  in  that  marked 
advance.  The  genial  inhabitants  of  Bute,  though 
blest  with  all  "  choice  gifts  of  Nature,"  do  not  by  any 
means  fail  to  supplement  their  "  sweet  influences  "  by 
the  soothing  leaf  of  Virginia,  Turkey,  or  the  East.  In 
Mr.  Andrew  Y.  Silver  they  have  an  expert  caterer 
for  their  wants,  and  one  whose  standing  in  the  trade 
mav  well  entitle  him  to  the  notice  of  our  readers,  who, 
should  they  visit  this  most  salubrious  of  Scottish  water- 
ing places,  will  find  his  establishment  well  "  up  to  date." 
The  premises  are  eligibly  situated  in  Victoria  Street, 
opposite  the  Stewart  Statue,  and  present  inside  and 
outside  the  most  pleasing  appearance.  The  neatly 
arranged  and  choicely  stocked  shop  contains  every 
variety  of  smokers'  goods  from  rich  cigars  at  fancy 
prices  to  the  humble  Irish  roll,  the  enjoyment  of  which 
is  only  attained,  as  a  divine  once  put  it,  "  by  hard  striv- 


ing, as  some  people  strive  after  virtue."  In  addition, 
there  is  stocked  every  description  of  smokers'  parapher- 
nalia— pipes  (from  meerschaum  to  cherry),  pouches, 
pocket-cases,  holders,  vestas,  and  the  like.  A  special 
display  is  made  of  umbrellas  and  walking-sticks,  Mr. 
Silver  being  a  manufacturer  of  these  as  well  as  a 
merchant,  and  undertaking  orders  for  the  making  or 
repair  of  everything  in  this  line.  Both  departments 
are  exceedingly  well  patronised  and  have  the  personal 
attention  of  the  proprietor.  Personally  he  is  extremely 
popular,  on  account  not  only  of  his  pleasing  manners, 
but  of  his  assiduity  to  meet  the  varied  wants  and  wishes 
of  the  public.  "  To  satisfy  "  is  his  first  care,  and  that 
accomplished,  the  interests  of  the  enterprise  take  care 
of  themselves.  Though  established  but  for  eight  years, 
he  holds  a  monopoly  of  the  best  local  trade,  and  will 
not  fail  to  continue  to  do  so  as  long  as  he  so  successfully 
identifies  the  interests  of  the  public  with  his  own. 


ROBERT  KING,  Clothier,  Draper,  Hosier,  Outfitter,  &c,  West  End,  Victoria  Street,   Rothesay. 


This  important  and  leading  business  establishment  was 
founded  forty  years  ago  by  Mr.  Orkney,  who  was 
succeeded  ten  years  later  by  his  brother,  Mr.  John 
Orkney,  ex-Provost   of  Rothesay,  by  whom  the  under- 


taking was  successfully  continued  until  recently,  when 
it  was  acquired  by  the  present  proprietor,  Mr.  Robert 
King.  This  gentleman  has  had  a  long  and  varied 
experience  of  the  trade,  both  wholesale  and  retail,  ex- 
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tending  over  a  period  of  22  years,  having  been  engaged 
twelve  of  these  with  the  eminent  house  of  Messrs. 
Stewart  and  Macdonald,  of  Glasgow,  the  leading  firm  of 
warehousemen  in  Scotland,  if  not  in  the  world.  The 
premises  occupied  by  Mr.  King  comprise  handsome 
block  of  corner  building  at  the  West  end  of  Victoria 
Street  (facing  the  statue  erected  to  the  late  A.  B.  Stew- 
art, Esq.,  Convener  of  the  county,  and  one  of  Rothesay's 
greatest  benefactors),  and  commanding  the  esplanade  and 
bay.  The  establishment  has  extensive  frontages  to  both 
Victoria  Street  and  Gallowgate,  and  possesses  five 
splendid  windows,  that  at  the  corner  being  of  exceptional 
size.  The  interior  is  conveniently  arranged  as  sale 
warehouse  and  showrooms  for  the  various  departments, 
and  is  handsomely  appointed  throughout  for  the  effective 
display  of  the  immense  stock  submitted  for  inspection. 
This  includes  a  varied  assortment  of  new  season's 
novelties  in  general  drapery,  hosiery,  gloves,  shirts, 
collars,  ties,  clothing,  and  outfitting  goods  of  every 
description.  Special  attention  is  directed  to  the  mag- 
nificent selection  of  tartan  goods  in  ladies'  dress 
materials,  shawls,  plaids,  and  travelling  rugs,  which 
are  shown  in  great  variety  of  clan  patterns,  and  are  un- 
equalled in  quality  and  brilliancy  of  colour  by  any  house 


in  the  trade.  In  the  children's  department  will  be  found 
a  large  stock  of  pinafores,  underclothing,  &c,  in  the  best 
materials,  and  the  firm  has  also  on  view  a  splendid 
assortment  of  ladies',  gentlemen's,  and  children's  straw 
and  seaside  hats,  waterproof  goods,  and  an  infinite 
variety  of  ladies'  gloves,  underclothing,  and  other  out- 
fitting requisites.  An  important  feature  of  the  business 
is  the  furnishing  department,  which  offers  for  selection  a 
wide  variety  of  curtains,  beds  and  bedding,  floor  and 
wax  cloths,  and  other  household  requirements.  An 
extensive  and  influential  connection  has  been  established 
both  by  the  past  and  present  proprietors,  which  includes 
the  patronage  of  the  leading  resident  gentry  in  all  parts 
of  Bute,  Cowal,  and  the  West  coast,  and  a  large  and 
steadily  increasing  business  is  done  by  Mr.  King  with 
tourists  and  visitors  to  the  district.  The  services  of  a 
number  of  attentive  assistants  are  employed  in  the 
several  departments  under  the  direct  personal  super- 
vision of  the  principal,  whose  thoroughly  practical 
experience  and  accurate  judgment  in  the  selection  of 
goods  suitable  to  the  requirements  of  the  trade  ensure 
Mr.  King  a  continuance  of  the  substantial  support  so 
long  and  deservedly  accorded  to  this  widely  patronised 
establishment  by  all  classes  of  the  general  public. 


T.  MITCHELL  &  SON,  Upholsterers,  Cabinet  Makers,  Window  Blind  and  Bedding  Manufacturers, 

8r,  Victoria  Street,  Rothesay. 


Modern  house  furnishing  and  upholstering,  as  one  of 
our  most  important  branches  of  industry,  is  adequately 
represented  in  this  local  centre  by  the  old-established 
house  of  Messrs.  T.  Mitchell  and  Son,  whose  well- 
stocked  warehouse,  81,  Victoria  Street,  invites  attention 
from  our  readers.  The  business  was  established  as  far 
back  as  1861  by  the  present  head  of  the  firm,  Mr. 
Thomas  Mitchell,  an  Edinburgh  man,  who  was  sub- 
sequently joined  in  co-partnery  by  his  son,  Mr.  William 
Mitchell,  trading  under  the  title  as  above.  The 
premises  occupied  by  the  firm  comprise  compact 
warehouse  in  Victoria  Street,  centrally  situated  facing 
the  esplanade  and  bay,  in  this  the  principal  thorough- 
fare of  the  town.  The  establishment  is  well  appointed, 
and  contains  every  convenience  for  the  effective  display 
of  the  high-class  stock,  which  includes  a  large  assort- 
ment of  the  latest  designs  in  drawing,  dining,  and 
bedroom  suites,  carpets,  floor  cloths,  beds,  and  bed- 
ding, and  an  infinite  variety  of  upholsterings  and  other 
household  and  furnishing  requisites  of  the  most  superior 
quality.  The  works  are  situated  at  the  rear  of  the 
warehouse  in  Dean  Hood  Place,  and  contain  ample 
accommodation  for  the  operative    departments,  which 


include  cabinet  working,  upholstering,  window-blind 
making,  and  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  bedding. 
Special  attention  is  also  given  by  the  firm  to  the  execu- 
tion of  repairs  and  polishing,  re-stuffing  and  covering 
furniture,  cleaning  bedding,  &c,  and  jobbing  work,  for 
which  the  services  of  steady  and  reliable  workmen  only 
are  employed.  A  widespread  and  valuable  connection 
has  been  secured  by  the  firm,  extending  throughout 
Rothesay  and  the  Isle  of  Bute,  and  Messrs.  Mitchell 
have  also  a  wide  circle  of  influential  patrons  in  all  parts 
of  the  West  of  Scotland.  The  business  is  capably 
conducted  under  the  careful  supervision  of  the  proprie- 
tors, both  of  whom  possess  a  thoroughly  practical 
knowledge  of  every  branch  of  the  trade,  thus  ensuring 
the  perfection  of  design  and  finished  workmanship  in  all 
goods  supplied  by  the  firm.  Both  of  these  gentlemen 
are  much  esteemed  in  local  circles,  Mr.  Mitchell,  sen., 
having  for  some  years  done  good  service  to  the  muni- 
cipal interests  of  the  Burgh  as  a  respected  member  of 
the  Town  Council ;  and,  as  head  of  one  of  the  oldest 
trading  concerns  in  the  district,  is  widely  known  in  the 
commercial  world. 
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ANDREW    IRVINE,    Seedsman    &    Florist,    Tighnabruaich,    Kyles    of   Bute,    N.B. 


A  now  world-renowned  establishment  in  connection 
with  the  seed  and  florist's  business  is  that  of  Mr. 
Andrew_Irvine,  a  gentleman  who,  after  a  life-long 
experience  in  the  profession,  acquired,  some  six  years 
ago,  the  splendid  Kyles  of  Bute  Nursery  at  Tighna- 
bruaich, of  which  locality  Mr.  Irvine's  establishment 
undoubtedly  forms  one  of  the  most  prominent  attractions. 
The  premises  occupied  cover  an  area  of  three  acres,  and 
have  been  most  tastefully  and  effectively  laid  out  and 
with  as  little  stiffness  and  formality  as  is  compatible 
with  the  requirements  of  an  institution  of  the  kind. 
The  entire  plot  is  equipped  with  every  modern  appliance 
essential  to  the  most  effective  production  of  the  various 
floral  and  other  specialities  with  which  the  name  of  the 
proprietor  is  now  so  widely  and  worthily  identified.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  conceive  a  more  appropriate 
centre  for  the  successful  operations  of  the  horticulturist, 
for  the  climatic  conditions  of  the  Kyles  of  Bute  seem 
to  be  eminently  adapted  to  the  production  of  the  most 
delicate  blooms.  Added  to  the  natural  advantages  of 
locality  must  be  taken  into  consideration  the  splendid 
equipment  of  the  most  modern  and  approved  appliances 
for  scientifically  influencing  the  growth  and  propagation 
of  the  choice  plants  for  which  Mr.  Irvine  is  so  highly 
famed.  A  large  staff  of  hands  is  employed  under  the 
direct  personal  superintendence  of  the  proprietor,  who 
is  careful  in  the  selection  of  the  most  highly  trained  and 
efficient  assistants.  Among  the  leading  specialities  with 
which  Mr.  Irvine's  name  is  so  honourably  associated 
must  be  enumerated  pansies,  violas,  carnations,  picotees, 
pinks,  dahlias,    phloxes,    roses,    herbaceous,  etc.,    etc., 


besides  a  comprehensive  variety  of  vegetable  plants,  pot 
plants,  manures,  and  gardeners'  appliances  of  various 
kinds.  But  it  is  in  connection  with  the  culture  and  pro- 
pagation of  the  pansy  that  Mr.  Irvine  has  most  con- 
spicuously succeeded.  The  mere  enumeration  of  his 
successful  exhibits  of  this  beautiful  flower  takes  up 
several  pages  of  a  closely  printed  and  concisely  compiled 
catalogue;  and,  in  addition  to  a  large  number  of  first 
prizes,  the  list  includes  both  gold  and  silver  medals 
gained  in  competition  against  the  productions  of  the 
leading  pansy  growers  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Taken 
as  a  whole,  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Andrew  Irvine 
is  one  of  which  Western  Scotland  has  good  reason  to  be 
proud,  and  doubtless  is  so.  The  Kyles  of  Bute  Nursery 
is  the  headquarters  of  a  brisk,  flourishing,  and  ever- 
augmenting  business,  the  connections  of  which  may  be 
said  to  extend  over  a  large  portion  of  the  civilized 
world.  It  reflects  high  credit  upon  Tighnabruaich  and 
the  Kyles  of  Bute  generally  and  well-deserved  renown 
upon  the  proprietor,  whose  enterprise  and  energy,  sound 
judgment  and  patient  application  have  brought  the 
establishment  to  the  present  prosperous  condition  and 
high  repute.  We  feel  that  any  historical  review  of  the 
industries  of  this  part  of  Scotland  would  indeed  be  but 
an  inadequate  survey  if  it  omitted  to  take  cognisance  of 
a  great  business  enterprise  that  confers  so  many  bles- 
sings and  pleasures  upon  the  great  mass  of  mankind  who 
take  pleasure  in  flowers,  and  who  see,  even  in  the  once 
despised  pansy,  the  symbol  of  exquisite  beauty  in  form, 
tenderness  and  delicacy  in  mould,  and  infinite  richness 
and  depth  in  its  variously  phased  pencillings  and  hues. 


DUNOON. 


From  Photo  by  Paulton. 


VIEW     OF     DUNOON. 


Dunoon,  besides  being  a  much-frequented  watering- 
place,  possesses  both  a  historical  and  a  commercial 
interest.  The  first  object  to  catch  the  eye  is  the 
conspicuous  Parish  Church.  On  a  prominent  knoll 
beside  the  pier,  fragments  may  still  be  seen  of  the 
ancient  castle  which  Robert  Bruce  entrusted  to  the 
Campbell  family,  now  represented  by  the  Duke  of 
Argyll.  By  way  of  contrast,  the  modern  castle  stands 
close  by.  From  the  long  sea-frontage  and  the  villas 
that  cover  the  hill-slope,  a  fine  prospect  of  the  Firth  and 
the  hills  beyond  gratifies  the  eye. 


Its  rapid  advancement  in  popular  favour  as  a 
watering  place  has  naturally  given  a  considerable 
impetus  to  the  commercial  significance  of  the  entire 
district  ;  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  affirm  that  by  no 
seaside  resort  of  equal  magnitude  is  Dunoon  surpassed 
in  the  excellence  of  its  shops  and  the  facilities  afforded 
for  the  procuration  of  all  the  necessaries  and  luxuries 
pertaining  to  modern  life.  We  proceed  to  indicate 
those  business  houses  we  can  most  confidently  recom- 
mend as  meriting  the  popular  patronage  and  support. 
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THE  ROYAL  HOTEL,  Innellan,  between  Dunoon  and  Rothesay. 

(J.  Maitland,  Owner  and  Manager). 


Midway  between  Dunoon  and  Rothesay  the  tourist  or 
visitor  in  search  of  the  picturesque  and  romantic  scenery 
which  constituted  the  chief  attraction  of  the  West  Coast 
of  Scotland  will  find  an  unrivalled  location  for  this  pur- 
pose in  Innellan,  a  seaside  resort  justly  famed  for  its 
bracing  air,  charming  walks,  and  unrivalled  situation, 
which,  with  its  absence  from  the  usual  excursion  parties 
that  invade  the  larger  watering  towns,  secures  those 
advantages  of  peace  and  quietude  so  indispensable  to 
the  invalid  or  visitor  seeking  rest  and  change  of  air. 
At  Innellan  the  perfection  of  accommodation  will  be 
found  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  which,  under  the  able 
management  of  Mr.  J.   Maitland,  the  courteous  proprie- 


ments.  There  are  also  spacious  smoking  room  and 
billiard  room  on  this  floor,  which  are  fitted  throughout 
in  excellent  modern  style.  In  the  upper  floors  are 
suites  of  handsome  rooms,  with  numerous  bedrooms,  to 
which  recent  additions  and  alterations  have  been  made 
by  the  proprietor  with  the  object  ot  securing  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  visitors.  The  sanitary  arrange- 
ments of  the  hotel  are  perfectly  in  accord  with  the  re- 
quirements of  modern  science,  and  hot,  cold,  and  sea- 
water  baths  are  provided.  Special  attention  is  devoted 
to  the  catering,  and  the  wines,  spirits,  and  other 
beverages  are  of  the  highest  quality,  while  the  menu  is 
liberal  in  quantity  an  J   variety.     A  staff  of  well-trained 


tor,  fully  maintains  its  high  reputation  as  one  of  the 
best  establishments  of  this  description  in  the  West. 
The  Royal,  which  is  the  only  hotel  in  Innellan,  is  con- 
veniently situated  within  two  minutes'  walk  of  the  pier, 
and,  standing  within  its  own  grounds  at  a  considerable 
elevation  above  the  sea,  presents  a  commanding  pro- 
spect of  the  Firth  of  Clyde.  The  exterior  design  of  the 
building  is  in  the  ancient  Scottish  Baronial  style,  and 
has  a  bold  and  imposing  appearance,  the  centre  tower 
being  battlemented,  and  from  this  elevation  an  exten- 
sive panoramic  view  of  five  different  counties  may  be 
obtained.  On  the  ground  floor,  and  entering  from  the 
grand  hall,  are  the  elegantly-appointed  drawing  room  and 
dining  room,  the  latter  apartment  having  a  charming 
innovation  in  the  form  of  a  beautifully-dssigned  fernery 
overlooking  an  ornamental  fountain  at  the  end  of  the 
room,  giving  a  very  picturesque  effect  and  affording  a 
refreshing  change  from  the  usual  conventional  arrange- 


servants  is  engaged  in  the  hotel,  the  whole  arrange- 
ments of  which  are  notable  for  the  perfection  of  order 
and  system  which  pervades  the  management.  At  the 
rear  of  the  hotel  are  extensive  posting  stables  in  the 
occupation  of  Mr.  John  McDiarmid,  cab  and  carriage 
hirer,  where  may  be  obtained  well-horsed  and  appoin- 
ted landaus,  waggonettes,  and  dog-carts  of  the  best 
description.  The  brake  "  Victoria "  makes  several 
journeys  daily  between  Dunoon  and  Innellan  for  the 
convenience  of  visitors  to  the  hotel,  and  an  additional 
inducement  to  patronise  this  delightful  spot  may  be 
found  in  the  accommodation  provided  by  a  Bank,  Post 
Office,  and  English,  Established  Free,  and  United 
Presbyterian  Churches.  In  conclusion,  we  can  heartily 
recommend  the  Royal  Hotel,  Innellan,  to  all  those 
desiring  the  quiet  enjoyment  and  rest  to  be  derived 
by  a  sojourn  in  this  health-restoring  and  invigorating 
locality. 
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THE   ROYAL  HOTEL,  Argyll  Street,  Dunoon,      Proprietor :— Mr.   Gilbert  Cuthbert. 


When  the  Royal  Hotel  was  first  opened  in  Dunoon, 
that  now  popular  and  widely  celebrated  seaside  resort 
was  a  comparatively  obscure  place.  The  Royal  Hotel, 
therefore,  may  be  regarded  as  a  local  institution  of 
respectable  antiquity,  one  whose  prosperity  has  increased 
in  proportion  to  the  popularity  and  development  of 
Dunoon  as  a  watering  place.  Situated  in  Argyll  Street, 
the  principal  thoroughfare,  the  Royal  occupies,  from  a 
business  point  of  view,  an  advantageous  position,  and 
visitors  find  it  a  convenient  headquarters.  Although 
not  a  very  large  hotel,  it  is  one  of  the  snug,  old-fashioned 
sort,  now,  unfortunately,  rather  rare,  especially  at  a 
watering  place  where  the  modern  tendency  is  to  erect 
pretentious  edifices  which  are  more  showy  than  comfort- 
able. Visitors,  therefore,  who  are  able  to  secure  lodgment 
at  this  hotel  have  good  reason  to  congratulate  themselves, 
for,  in  all  respects,  the  Royal  is  satisfactorily  appointed, 
the  rooms  are  all  that  could  be  desired  as  regards  com- 
fort, the  fare  is  excellent,  the  service  admirable,  and  the 
charges  reasonable.  What  better  entertainment,  then, 
could  be  desired  by  those  whom  pleasure  or  business 
induces  to  sojourn  temporarily  at  Dunoon  ?  As  a  matter 
of  fact  the  Royal  Hotel  is  a  favourite  stopping  place 
with  tourists,  whom  the  beauties  and  other  natural 
advantages  which  Dunoon  possesses  have  attracted 
thither.  Commercial  travellers,  also,  if  less  sentimental 
as  regards  scenery  and  surroundings,  have  never  been 
accused    of    despising  good    quarters    and    good   fare. 


Consequently,  they  are  fully  alive  to  the  advantages 
which  the  Royal  Hotel  offers,  and  it  is  a  house  which  is 
held  in  high  estimation  by  these  gentlemen.  Mr. 
Gilbert  Cuthbert,  the  proprietor,  is  a  popular  host  not 
only  by  reason  of  his  personal  geniality,  but  because  he 
is  most  scrupulous  in  supplying  his  guests  with  the  best 
quality  of  refreshments  it  is  possible  to  provide.  Even 
the  most  fastidious  patrons,  therefore,  are  given  to  admit 
that  the  wines,  spirits,  cigars,  and  so  forth  kept  at  his 
establishment  are  of  the  most  perfectly  satisfactory  kind. 
The  hotel,  which  has  a  handsome  appearance  externally 
is  entered  by  a  handsome  hall-way,  with  a  smoking  room 
and  commercial  room  adjoining.  There  are,  in  addition, 
a  fine  coffee  room,  a  drawing  room,  also  private  smoking 
and  sitting  rooms.  These  are  all  attractive  and  well 
furnished,  while  the  bedrooms  are  light  and  airy.  In 
connection  with  the  hotel,  and  under  the  proprietorship 
of  Mr.  A.  Baird  (who  is  one  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Dunoon),  is  a  large  mews  with  stabling  accommodation 
for  fifteen  horses.  In  the  coachhouse  are  vehicles  of  all 
kinds,  and  a  large  posting  trade  is  done.  The  hotel 
premises  include,  it  should  be  stated,  a  large  and 
pleasantly  appointed  refreshment  bar  with  a  separate 
entrance.  This  old-established  and  noted  hotel  has,  for 
the  past  six  years,  had  Mr.  Gilbert  Cuthbert  for  its 
landlord,  and  under  his  management  it  is  proving  more 
successful  than  ever. 


GEORGE     STIRLING,    Dispensing    and    Family    Chemist,     St.    Vincent    Place,    Dunoon. 


An  important  auxiliary  branch  of  the  healing  art  is 
represented  in  Dunoon  by  Mr.  George  Stirling,  Dis- 
pensing and  Family  Chemist,  whose  old-established 
business  in  St.  Vincent  Place  we  have  much  pleasure  in 
introducing  to  the  attention  of  our  readers.  This  was 
established  upwards  of  thirty  years  ago  by  the  father  of 
the  present  proprietor,  and  has,  under  the  regime  of  the 
latter  gentleman,  been  greatly  extended  and  developed 
to  the  leading  position  it  now  holds  in  the  profession. 
The  premises  occupied  by  Mr.  Stirling  are  situated  in 
a  commanding  corner  position  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
and  comprise  commodious  drug  stores  with  fine  plate- 
glass  windows  effectively  utilised  for  the  display  of  an 
elegant  assortment  of  goods.  The  interior  is  very 
handsomely  appointed  with  mahogany  show  cases  and 
other  fittings,  and  the  floor  of  the  establishment  is  laid 
with  a  tasteful  tesselated  design  in  fancy  tiles,  the  whole 
presenting  a  very  attractive  and  recherche  appearance. 
The  stock  is  in  every  respect  up  to  date  and  worthy  of 
the  high-class  tone  of  the  establishment,  including  every 
description  of  pure  drugs  and  chemicals  and  patent 
and  proprietary  medicines,  and  a  great  variety  of 
medical  and  surgical  requirements,  sponges,  perfumery, 
and  toilet  requisites.  A  leading  specialite  prepared  by 
the  proprietor  is  Stirling's  Lavender  Water,  in  uni- 
versal favour  as  the  best  perfume  for  the  sick  room,  and 
in  popular  demand  for  its  delicate  and  refreshing 
qualities.     The  most  careful  attention  is  devoted  to  the 


dispensary  department,  in  which  the  purest  drugs  and 
chemicals  only  are  used,  and  each  preparation  is  made 
up  under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  principal, 
whose  high  professional  qualifications  ensure  the  abso- 
lute accuracy  of  all  physicians'  prescriptions,  family 
recipes,  &c,  supplied  from  this  establishment.  In  con- 
nection with  the  business  is  an  aerated  water  manufac- 
tory, situated  in  the  rear  of  the  premises,  which  is  fitted 
throughout  with  the  best  modern  plant  and  machinery 
driven  by  one  of  Crossley's  "  Otto  "  gas  engines,  for 
producing  in  perfection  superior  qualities  of  lemonade, 
soda  and  potash  water,  ginger  beers,  &c,  in  bottles  and 
syphons,  and  supplied  to  the  leading  consumers  in  the 
district.  An  extensive  and  influential  clientele  has  been 
established  by  Mr.  Stirling  in  each  department  of  the 
business,  which  extends  to  the  principal  medical  prac- 
titioners and  resident  families  in  Dunoon  and  the 
surrounding  locality,  a  branch  establishment  at  Alex- 
andria Place,  Kirn,  providing  facilities  for  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  district.  Mr.  Stirling  is  widely  known 
and  respected  by  all  classes  of  his  fellow  townsmen, 
and  his  courtesy  in  placing  at  the  disposal  of  visitors 
the  time-tables  of  the  various  Scotch  and  English 
railways  and  all  information  relating  to  tours  in  the 
West  of  Scotland  has  gained  for  this  establishment  a 
well-merited  popularity  with  all  sorts  and  conditions  of 
travellers  and  tourists  visiting  this  charming  health  and 
pleasure  resort. 
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MR.  JAMES    THOMPSON,    Upholsterer,    &c,    90,    Argyle    Street,    Dunoon,    N.B. 


Although  only  recently  started,  the  firm  at  present 
under  notice  has  already  formed  the  nucleus  of  what 
will  eventually  be  a  very  wide  and  extensive  trade. 
The  proprietor,  Mr.  James  Thompson,  is  a  gentleman 
who  has  had  a  very  large  experience  in  the  trade, 
having  held  positions  of  the  highest  status  in  this  line 
of  business.  The  business  premises  at  90,  Argyle 
Street,  Dunoon,  comprise  a  well-fitted  shop  containing  a 
comprehensive  and  well-selected  stock  of  dining-room 
and  other  furniture,  floor  cloths  in  every  variety, 
bedding,  bedsteads,  &c.  A  good  and  attractive  window 
contains  a  very  artistic  display  of  general  goods,  and 
the  workshops  are  admirably  appointed  for  carrying  on 
the  various  departments,  all  the  bedding  being  made  on 
the  premises  and  all  upholstery  work  carried  out.  The 
large  stock  of  bedding,  bedsteads,  carpets,  linoleums, 
overmantels,  &c,  whether  required  for  a  castle  or  a 
cottage,  is — when  not  manufactured    on    the   premises 


— obtained  from  the  largest  and  best  known  furni- 
ture manufacturers  in  Scotland,  and  is  supplied  at 
Glasgow  prices.  Mr.  James  Thompson  is  possessed 
of  very  valuable  testimonials  as  to  his  abilities  and 
qualifications  ;  there  can,  however,  be  no  doubt  that  the 
best  testimonials  he  can  produce  are  the  high-class 
articles  contained  in  his  showroom.  Unsurpassed  for 
arrangement  and  beauty  of  design,  combining  utility 
with  artistic  effect,  it  is  by  reason  of  his  supplying  these 
articles  that  he  is  already  so  largely  patronised.  The 
system  of  management  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired, 
everything  being  under  the  direct  personal  guidance  of 
the  proprietor  himself,  a  notable  feature  being  the 
promptitude  with  which  all  orders  are  dispatched. 
Possessing  the  advantage  of  long  personal  experience 
and  the  highest  business  abilities,  Mr.  Thompson  occu- 
pies an  influential  position  in  trade  circles. 


MR.  W.  HUTCHESON,  Junr.,  Ironmonger,  &c,  28,  Argyle  Street,  Dunoon. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  accord  to  this  eminent  house  the 
special  prominence  in  these  reviews  which  its  high 
reputation  and  influential  position  in  the  trade  so  justly 
demand ;  the  more  especially  as  it  is  one  of  the  oldest 
Ironmongery  businesses  in  Dunoon.  The  house  was 
established  over  thirty  years  ago,  and  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  present  proprietor,  Mr.  Walter  Hutcheson, 
junior,  in  the  year  1874.  The  business  premises, 
situated  at  28,  Argyle  Street,  are  admirably  suited  to 
the  requirements  of  the  large  trade  carried  on,  and 
comprise  an  extensive  and  well-appointed  shop  with 
two  plate  windows  facing  on  the  street.  The  compre- 
hensive stock  of  the  firm  contains  tasteful  and  well- 
selected  goods  of  every  description  of  ironmongery, 
electroplated  goods,  brass  work,  cutlery,  lamps,  and 
gas  fittings,  in  addition  to  all  classes  of  household 
furniture,  bedding,  etc.  ;  the  showrooms  and  warehouses 
in  connection  containing  every  modern  requirement  of 
these  numerous  industries.  Special  arrangements  have 
been  made  by  this  house  with  several  of  the  largest  and 
best-known  wholesale  furniture  manufacturers  in  Scot- 
land, with  a  result  that  Mr.  Hutcheson  is  in  a  position 
to  supply  household  furniture,  bedding,  etc.,  of  every 
description  not  only  of  the  best  material  and  workman- 


ship, but  also  at  prices  as  low  as  any  of  the  Glasgow 
houses.  As  a  consequence,  this  firm  has  acquired  a 
wide  connection,  and  an  illustration  of  the  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  all  business  transactions  are  carried 
out  is  furnished  by  the  fact  that  the  trade  is  daily 
increasing.  Another  speciality  is  the  supply  of  every 
description  of  builders'  ironmongery,  a  comprehensive 
and  varied  stock  being  kept,  for  selection.  In  the 
workshops  at  the  rear  the  general  work  of  tinsmiths,  gas 
and  water  fitters,  and  smiths  is  carried  on,  good 
workmanship  being  guaranteed  by  the  large  and  efficient 
staff  of  skilled  workmen  employed.  The  shops  are  well 
appointed  in  every  way,  no  effort  having  been  spared  in 
procuring  every  modern  appliance  for  the  proper 
execution  of  work  in  every  department.  The  whole 
system  of  administration  is  under  the  personal  control 
and  direction  of  the  proprietor,  the  high  order  charac- 
terising the  management  reflecting  great  credit  on  his 
business  abilities.  Mr.  Hutcheson  is  widely  known 
and  respected  for  his  high  attainments,  energy,  and 
general  bonhomie,  and  is  esteemed  alike  by  hundreds  in 
the  trade  in  addition  to  an  extensive  circle  of  private 
friends. 


SMITHS    LIBRARY,    Hafton     Place,    Dunoon,    N.B. 


The  first  notice  of  a  circulating  library  is  made  by 
Jerome,  who  relates  that  Pamphilius,  Presbyter  of 
Caesareia,  martyred  a.d.  309,  collected  some  30,000 
books  on  religious  subjects  for  the  purpose  of  lending 
them.  Looking  abroad,  we  find  that  in  1342,  a  century 
before  the  invention  of  Printing,  the  stationers  of  Paris 
were  compelled  to  keep  books  to  be  lent  on  hire ;  there 
were  also  circulating  libraries  during  the  middle  ages  at 
Toulouse  and  Vienna.  In  our  own  country  we  find 
Scotland  to  the  fore,  circulating  libraries  being  estab- 
lished in  Dunfermline  in  1711,  and  Edinburgh  in  1725; 
London  not  possessing  an  establishment  of  this  kind 


until  1740.  $ince  that  time,  however,  these  useful 
libraries  have  increased  and  multiplied,  and  are  con- 
tained in  every  district  throughout  the  Kingdom. 

The  establishment  at  present  under  notice — that 
of  Mr.  Smith,  Hafton  Place,  Dunoon — was  founded 
so  long  back  as  the  year  1845.  The  business  premises, 
situated  near  the  pier,  are  substantially  built  and 
commodious,  and  comprise  a  large  fronted  shop  and 
showrooms.  The  circulating  library,  at  the  back  part 
of  the  shop,  contains  a  large  number  of  works,  novels  and 
other  productions  of  the  best  writers,  forming  the  main 
item   in   the   contents.      Travel,    Adventure,    History, 
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Biography,  etc.,  etc.,  all  find  places  on  the  innumerable 
shelves,  the  library  forming  a  really  handsome  collection 
of  high-class  literature.  The  shop  is  admirably  fitted 
with  show  cases,  the  contents  of  which  are  very  artis- 
tically arranged.  The  stock  is  large  and  in  great 
variety,  containing,  in  addition  to  the  general  run  of 
stationers'  goods,  a  fine  collection  of  Artists'  Materials 
hy  the  well-known  firm  of  Winsor  &  Newton,  for  whom 
Mr.  Smith  acts  as  Agent  in  the  district;  an  unique 
selection  of  Photographs  of  Scottish  Scenery  by  the 
eminent  houses  of  Wilson,  Valentine,  &  Poulton ;  Bibles 
and  School  Books;  Magazines;  and  Field  Glasses  of  all 
descriptions  and  makes.    The  house  enjoys  an  extensive 


connection,  a  large  trade  being  done  in  each  department. 
The  Library  is  worked  in  connection  with  Mudie's 
London  Library  and  Western  Club,  Glasgow.  The 
firm  have  acquired  a  high  reputation  and  are  well  known 
over  a  wide  circle  of  the  surrounding  district.  The 
enterprise  of  the  house,  together  with  the  marked  cour- 
tesy and  civility  which  characterize  all  dealings  with 
customers,  is  sufficient  guarantee  that  the  large  trade 
already  transacted  will  extend  and  increase;  and  it 
requires  no  special  prophetic  gift  to  foretell  this  increased 
prosperity  in  the  future.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Contractor  to 
the  Local  School  Board  and  is  also  the  Postmaster. 


MR.    JAMES    ANDERSON,    Family    Grocer,    &c,    Dunoon,     N.B. 


Ths  extensive  business  carried  on  by  Mr.  James 
Anderson  presents  many  features  of  more  than 
ordinary  interest,  and  affords  a  very  striking  instance 
of  the  enormous  expansion  of  a  business  in  a  short 
period,  brought  about  solely  by  the  high  attainments 
and  the  thorough  experience  of  the  proprietor.  Estab- 
lished by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  house  has  speedily 
taken  up  one  of  the  highest  positions  in  the  trade, 
enjoying  a  first-class  reputation  and  an  extensive,  far- 
reaching  connection..  The  business  premises,  situate 
in  Pier  Road,  Dunoon,  are  in  a  good  position  for  the 
high-class  trade  of  the  house.  The  shop,  which  has  a 
commanding  frontage,  contains  2  large  and  tastefully- 
dressed  plate  glass  windows,  one  side  being  devoted  to 
provisions  and  the  other  to  general  groceries,  wine  and 
spirits,  bottled  ales,  &c.  The  choice  stock  of  provisions 
and  groceries  is  of  a  very  complete  and  comprehensive 
character,  all  the  goods  being  of  the  first  class.  In  con- 
nection with  the  wine  and  spirit  department,  it  may  be 


mentioned  that  Mr.  Anderson  imports  direct  and 
bottles  on  the  premises.  All  liquors  are  of  the  finest 
brands,  a  notable  item  being  the  special  blends  of 
matured  whiskies,  the  excellence  of  which  have  obtained 
a  wide  reputation.  All  beers  and  stouts  are  bottled  on 
the  premises,  and  the  commodious  cellars  of  the  estab- 
lishment— perfectly  cool  and  admirably  appointed — are 
always  fully  stocked,  and  a  large  family  trade  is  done 
in  all  departments.  Quality  has  ever  been  the  point 
aimed  at,  and  a  leading  feature  in  the  system  of  manage- 
ment— a  feature  which  has  assisted  greatly  in  securing 
and  maintaining  the  large,  widespread,  and  valuable 
connection  of  the  firm — has  been  that  of  always  keeping 
the  stock  as  complete  as  possible  in  every  department 
and  executing  all  orders  with  promptitude  and  dispatch. 
The  business  premises  also  contain  several  commodious 
warehouses  and  dry  goods  rooms  in  the  rear  of  the  shop. 
Mr.  Anderson  holds  a  deservedly  high  position  as  a 
thorough  business   man   in   the   trade. 


MR.    ROBERT    M'DOUGALL,    Fruiterer,    &c,    86,    Argyle    Street,    Dunoon. 


A  man  of  many  parts,  Mr.  Robert  M'Dougall  not 
only  carries  on  business  as  a  fruiterer,  but  also  does  an 
extensive  and  ever-growing  trade  as  a  florist  and  a 
confectioner.  The  house  has  been  established  over 
twelve  years,  and  the  business  premises,  in  the  form  of 
a  handsome  shop  with  two  commanding  windows,  are 
situate  in  one  of  the  best  positions  in  the  town.  The 
shop  is  admirably  appointed  in  every  way  and  divided 
into  two  departments,  one  of  the  windows  containing  a 
tastefully  arranged  assortment  of  all  "descriptions  of 
confectionery,  the  other  being  filled  with  every  kind  and 
variety  of  fruit  in  season.  A  very  chaste  arrangement 
is  also  made  of  flowers,  wreaths,  crosses,  etc. — both 
natural  and  artificial — the  stock  in  this  connection  being 
very  extensive  and  forming  a  beautiful  array  of  colour. 
A  speciality  of  the  establishment  is  the  making  of 
bouquets  to  order,  some  very  remarkable,  chaste,  and 
delicate  combinations  being  made  in  this  department, 
and  many  testimonials  having  been  received  owing  to 
the  highly  artistic  characteristics  of  the  work  emanating 


from  the  establishment.  Mr.  M'Dougall  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  large  and  admirably  situated  nursery — 
extending  over  two  acres  of  ground — and  hothouses  of 
every  description.  The  nursery  is  well  stocked  with  a 
comprehensive  and  varied  assortment  of  flowers  and 
plants.  Everything  is  arranged  in  admirable  order, 
the  general  system  and  appointments  being  as  near 
perfect  as  possible.  Mr.  M'Dougall  very  justly  takes 
great  pride  in  his  gardens,  and  everything  in  this  con- 
nection is  under  his  personal  direction  and  control.  He 
is  a  gentleman  widely  known  and  respected,  and  his 
high  attainments,  the  artistic  ability  displayed  in  the 
work  accomplished,  the  energy  and  zeal  displayed  in  all 
business  transactions  executed  by  him  have,  as  a  natural 
result,  placed  the  house  in  a  high  position  in  the  trade. 
The  system  adopted  in  the  management  gives  every 
promise  that  the  reputation  and  high-class  connection 
enjoyed  by  the  house  will  be  augmented  to  a  great 
extent  in  the  future. 
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T.    A.    COOPER,    Draper,    &c,    70,    Argyle    Street,    Dunoon,    N.B. 


Established  over  forty  years  ago,  this  house,  of  which 
Mr.  Thomas  A.  Cooper  is  proprietor,  enjoys  a  high 
reputation,  a  very  extensive  and  valuable  trade  being 
carried  on  in  all  departments.  The  business  premises 
at  68  and  70,  Argyle  Street,  Dunoon,  nearly  opposite  the 
Post  Office,  are  in  an  admirable  position,  and  comprise  two 
commanding  shops  with  a  frontage  of  over  50ft.  Each 
shop  has  two  handsome  plate  windows,  one  shop  being 
devoted  to  the  drapery  and  clothing  and  the  other  used  as 
the  boot  and  shoe  department,  each  branch  having  a 
separate  entrance.  Showrooms  and  workrooms  are 
comprised  in  the  building,  and  the  work  carried  on  is  of 
the  best  class.  The  general  stock  includes  every  descrip- 
tion of  dressmaking  and  millinery  requirements,  gents' 
hats,  caps,  hose,  shirts,  cuffs,  braces,  and  ready- 
made  clothing  in  great  variety.  The  boot  and  shoe 
department  contains  an  unsurpassed  variety  of  ladies', 
gents',    and    children's  boots,    shoes,   and   slippers,  the 


stock  being  very  comprehensive  and  complete.  A 
special  feature  of  this  branch  is  the  high-class  work- 
manship and  skill  displayed  in  the  bespoke  and  repairs 
department.  Quality  has  ever  been  the  leading  trade 
feature  of  the  house,  and  this  must  not  be  taken  to 
apply  to  any  one  particular  department,  but  generally ; 
for  all  the  goods  bearing  the  name  of  this  firm  are  espe- 
cially noticeable  from  being  executed  in  the  best  possible 
manner.  The  business  has  been  very  successful 
throughout,  and  the  reputation  of  the  house  has  been 
much  enhanced  by  the  personal  direction  of  the  pro- 
prietor, who  is  essentially  practical  in  his  knowledge  of 
the  trade  and  who  can  thus  ensure  his  wide  circle  of 
customers  a  class  of  goods  of  the  very  highest  order. 
A  large  trade  is  done  in  all  the  various  branches,  and 
Mr.  Cooper  is  highly  esteemed  both  for  his  business 
qualities  and  personal  attributes. 


MRS.    BRAID,    Toy    and    Fancy    Bazaar,    31,    Argyle    Street,    Dunoon,    N.B. 


There  are  few  more  attractive  establishments  to  visitors 
to  this  charmingly  situated  health  and  pleasure  resort 
than  that  conducted  for  so  many  years  past  by  Mrs. 
Braid,  whose  favourite  Toy  and  Fancy  Bazaar  forms 
such  an  endless  source  of  amusement  and  gratification 
to  the  numerous  visitors  to  Dunoon.  The  business  is 
of  very  old  standing,  having  been  established  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago  by  the  present  lady  principal, 
who  occupies,  for  this  purpose,  centrally  situated 
premises  at  31,  Argyle  Street.  The  Bazaar  is  a  hand- 
somely-appointed double-fronted  shop  with  two  large 
plate  glass  windows  attractively  arranged  with  a  great 
variety  of  goods,  and  containing  every  convenience  for 
effectually  displaying  the  stock.  The  interior  is  of 
spacious  proportions  and  presents  for  inspection  a 
recherche  assortment  of  high-class  fancy  articles,  including 


every  description  of  baskets  of  English  and  Continental 
manufacture,  combs,  brushes,  and  other  toilet  requisites  ; 
perfumery,  jewellery,  jet  ornaments,  fancy  wood  articles, 
children's  toys,  dolls  and  sea-side  amusements,  plain 
and  fancy  stationery,  beautifully  executed  photographic 
views  of  the  principal  scenery  and  objects  of  interest  in 
the  district,  and  an  immense  variety  of  articles  suitable 
as  presents  and  local  souvenirs.  A  first-class  old-estab- 
lished trade  has  been  secured  by  Mrs.  Braid,  who 
numbers  amongst  her  supporters  the  principal  resident 
gentry  in  the  district,  and  the  Bazaar  has  long  been  an 
indispensable  factor  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  large 
numbers  of  juvenile  visitors  who  throng  this  favourite 
watering  place  during  the  summer  and  early  autumn 
season. 


M.    PARKER,    Ladies'    and    Children's    Outfitter,     Milliner,    Glover,     and    Hosier, 

29,    Argyle    Street,    Dunoon. 


In  briefly  outlining  the  business  history  of  the  principal 
commercial  establishments  in  Dunoon,  we  have  plea- 
sure in  preferring  the  claims  to  recognition  of  the 
popular  emporium  of  M.  Parker,  ladies'  and  children's 
outfitter,  &c,  which  fully  merits  the  attention  of  our 
readers.  The  business  has  been  in  existence  for  many 
years  in  the  town,  and  was  removed  to  the  commodious 
premises  now  occupied  by  the  proprietor  at  29,  Argyle 
Street,  about  three  years  ago.  The  establishment 
comprises  a  very  handsomely-appointed  double-fronted 
shop  with  two  large  plate-glass  windows  attractively 
dressed  with  a  varied  and  comprehensive  assortment  of 
new  season's  novelties.  The  interior  is  of  spacious 
dimensions  and  is  fitted  throughout  in  most  recherche 
style,  presenting  every  facility  for  the  effective  display 
of  the  high-class  stock.  The  various  departments  in- 
clude art  needlework  in  all  the  latest  styles,  gloves, 
ladies'  hosiery,  millinery,  lingerie  and  outfitting  goods  of 


the  most  superior  quality,  children's  underclothing  in 
great  variety,  S2a-side  specialities,  &c,  &c.  A  promi- 
nently leading  feature  of  the  business  is  Anglo-Parisian 
dressmaking,  by  Royal  Letters  Patent,  which  was 
introduced  by  the  proprietor  a  short  time  ago,  and  in 
which  the  services  of  a  staff  of  competent  workpeople 
are  employed.  A  large  workroom  with  fitting-on  apart- 
ments is  provided  for  the  dressmaking  and  millinery 
departments,  which  are  under  the  immediate  personal 
supervision  of  the  principal,  whose  thoroughly  qualified 
experience  in  each  branch  of  the  art  ensures  perfection 
in  fit  and  fashionable  style  of  every  article  supplied  from 
the  establishment.  A  widespread  and  influential  clientele 
has  been  secured  by  the  proprietor,  which  includes  the 
elite  of  the  resident  and  visiting  gentry  in  the  locality, 
whose  appreciatory  support  has  been  gained  by  the 
uniform  standard  of  excellence  which  prevails  in  every 
department  of  this  widely-patronised  establishment. 
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T.    P.    SMITH,  Fish,    Ice,    Game,    and    Poultry    Merchant, 
Argyle    Street,  Dunoon ;    and  Dumbarton. 


Amongst  the  first-class  trading  establishments  in  this 
popular  watering  place  is  that  of  Mr.  T.  P.  Smith,  Fish, 
Ice,  Game,  and  Poultry  Merchant,  which  has  for  many 
years  past  been  the  leading  business  of  this  description 
in  the  district.  It  was  originally  established  in  i860  by 
Mr.  Hopper,  who  subsequently  transferred  his  interest 
in  the  concern  to  the  present  proprietor  in  1887.  The 
premises  occupied  by  Mr.  Smith  are  situated  in  Argyle 
Street  and  comprise  large  double-fronted  shop  with  two 
windows — one  side  being  devoted  to  the  sale  of  game 
and  poultry  and  the  other  to  fish.  The  establishment 
is  well  appointed  throughout  with  marble  slabs,  and 
presents  a  beautifully  clean  and  neat  appearance  in 
every  detail  of  the  arrangements.  Here  may  be  obtained 
all  kinds  of  fish  in  season,  of  which  Mr.  Smith  receives 
daily  consignments  from  the  local  fishing-grounds, 
including  the  finest  salmon,  grilse,  trout,  soles,  turbot, 
flounders,  cod,  haddocks,  whitings,  codlings,  herrings 
and  mackerel,  cured  and  smoked  fish,  shell  fish  ;  every 


variety  of  game,  poultry,  eggs,  sausages,  and  other 
provisions  of  the  finest  quality  only  ;  tinned  goods,  Crosse 
and  Blackwell's  pickles  and  sauces,  cod  liver  oil;  and 
there  is  always  on  hand  a  good  supply  of  Norwegian 
block  ice.  Every  convenience  is  provided  for  keeping 
the  stock  in  good  condition,  extensive  stores  and  cooling 
chambers  at  the  rear  being  appropriated  to  this  purpose, 
and  ensuring  the  absolute  freshness  of  all  goods  supplied 
from  this  establishment  as  well  as  from  his  Dumbarton 
business.  We  may  also  mention  that  Mr.  Smith 
is  the  lessee  of  a  salmon  fisheries,  and  so  greatly 
are  the  products  of  his  establishment  esteemed 
that  he  not  infrequently  is  called  upon  to  supply  fish  to 
patrons  in  Paris.  Mr.  Smith  is  unremitting  in  his 
efforts  to  supply  to  his  numerous  patrons  the  very 
highest  quality  of  produce  to  be  obtained  in  the  market, 
and  whose  sound  judgment  and  thorough  experience  in 
the  trade  afford  an  indisputable  guarantee  for  a  uniform 
standard  of  excellence  in  each  department  of  the 
business. 


CAMPBELTOWN. 


VIEW     OF     CAMPBELTOWN     (From     Gallows     Hill). 


The  Royal  town  of  Campbeltown,  formerly  known  as 
Dalruathain,  and  still  more  anciently  "  Ceann-loch,"  is 
one  of  the  most  interesting  old  towns  in  the  West  of 
Scotland,  possessing  as  it  does  a  wealth  of  historical, 
archaeological,  and  antiquarian  interest,  as  well  as  an 
unsurpassed  natural  beaut}'  and  attractiveness.  The  situa- 
tion of  the  town  is  perfect,  its  harbour  being  about  two 
miles  long  and  one  broad,  at  the  head  of  which  extend, 
in  a  semi-circular  form,  the  buildings  and  residences 
of  the  inhabitants.  Campbeltown  was  erected  into 
a  Royal  Burgh  in  the  year  1700,  and  from  the  condition 
of  being  a  mere  fishing  village,  it  has  developed,  by  the 
enterprise  and  industry  of  its  populace,  into  a  thriving 
centre  of  commerce.  The  leading  objects  of  interest 
in  the  town  will  be  found  in  Main  Street,  beginning  at 
the  Steamboat  Quay,  and  in  Kirk  Street,  which  runs 
from  about  midway  up  Main  Street  to  the  south-east. 
A  feature  of  considerable  interest  is  the  Cross — a 
handsome   pillar   of  granite,    richly    ornamented    with 


sculptured  foliage — which  stands  in  the  centre  of  the 
town.  The  inscription  it  bears  is  in  Lombardic  letters, 
and  reads  as  follows  : — "  This  is  the  Cross  of  Mr.  Ivar 
Maceachran,  once  Rector  of  Kyregan,  and  Mr.  Andrew, 
his  son,  who  caused  this  cross  to  be  erected."  A  similar 
cross  exists  at  Inverary,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that 
both,  together  with  many  other  relics,  have  been 
abstracted  by  stealth  from  Iona's  Holy  Isle. 

Among  the  public  buildings  of  Campbeltown  most 
deserving  of  mention,  we  may  note  the  "  Victoria 
Hall,"  so  designated  in  honour  of  Her  Majesty's 
Jubilee.  This  hall,  known  also  as  the  Drill  Hall, 
stands  on  a  portion  of  the  site  of  the  Old  Bowling 
Green,  Bolgam  Street,  and  possesses  a  spacious  frontage 
of  seventy  feet  to  Kinloch  Road.  The  interior  of  the 
hall  measures  no  feet  by  60  feet,  having  a  spacious 
gallery.  The  tower  contains  an  excellently  illuminated 
clock,  the  whole  forming  a  distinct  embellishment  of 
the  locality.     Another  building  of  some  importance  to 
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Campbeltown  is  the  Christian  Institute,  a  large  build- 
ing, formally  opened  in  June,  1887.  The  style  of  archi- 
tecture is  a  simple  treatment  of  the  French  Renaissance. 
The  upper  floor  serves  as  a  large  hall,  reading  room,  etc., 
and  the  entire  building  is  an  attractive  addition  to  the 
architectural  features  of  the  town.  As  an  industrial 
centre  Campbeltown  ranks  high.  Its  whisky  distilleries 
are  the  chief  source  of  its  commerce,  but,  in  addition  to 
these,  there  are  other  industries  of  considerable  magni- 


tude, including  rope  and  net  manufacturing,  weaving, 
and  shipbuilding.  The  local  newspaper  press  is 
represented  by  two  organs,  namely,  The  Argyleshire 
Herald,  established  in  1855,  and  the  Campbeltown 
Courier,  commenced  in  1873.  The  following  pages  give 
in  greater  detail  the  rise  and  progress  of  those  mercantile 
and  industrial  concerns  whose  enterprise  and  energetic 
efforts  give  them  a  right  to  be  noticed  favourably  in  the 
industrial  annals  of  the  district. 


THE     CAMPBELTOWN     SHIPBUILDING     COMPANY,     Campbeltown. 


The  industrial  possibilities  of  Campbeltown  are  at  last 
going  to  be  realised,  and  the  advantages  which  its  geo- 
graphical situation  gives  it  are  becoming  more  manifest. 

As  a  suitable  centre  for  shipbuilding  it  has  great 
capabilities,  and  these  were  shrewdly  perceived  fourteen 
years  ago  by  the  Campbeltown  Shipbuilding  Company, 
which  has  since  been  carrying  on  operations  upon  an 
ever-growing  scale. 

The  yard  of  this  Company  is  situated  about  one 
mile  from  the  town  of  Campbeltown  at  the  entrance  to 
the  Bay  and  opposite  the  Isle  of  Davaar.  The  situation 
is  beautiful,  but  romantic  interest  is  of  less  consequence 
for  such  a  business  than  practical  utility.  In  this  latter 
respect  the  Campbeltown  Shipbuilding  Company's 
yard  is  unsurpassed.  Take  for  example  its  launching 
facilities  ;  at  this  yard  any  vessel,  no  matter  how  large, 
can  be  launched  with  ease,  the  Bay  being  here  fully  one 
mile  broad.  All  that  is  necessary  is  that  the  vessel  should 
be  let  go,  and  neither  ropes  nor  tugs  are  required  to  keep 
it  off  the  opposite  bank,  as  is  the  case  when  vessels  are 
launched  from  yards  in  the  narrow  reaches  of  the  Clyde. 
From  some  Clyde  Shipbuilding  Works,  so  narrow  is  the 
river  in  parts,  even  vessels  of  inconsiderable  size  cannot 
be  launched  in  the  ordinary  fore-and-aft  direction,  but 
broadside  on.  Already  a  remarkable  amount  of  success 
has  crowned  the  enterprise,  and  very  extensive  orders 
have  been  executed.  The  celebrity  of  the  firm  with  each 
achievement  has  been  extended  so  that  not  only  have 
they  built  boats  for  Scotch  and  English  firms,  but  also 
for  French  and  Greek  clients.  They  make,  a  speciality 
of  iron  or  steel  trade  cargo  steamers,  the  excellence  of 
which,  as  constructed  by  them  on  the  best  designs  and  of 
the  best  materials,  has  already  become  widely  noted. 
For  London  firms  they  have  built  several  important 
vessels,  and  the  "  Brio,"  one  of  the  last  which  left  their 
stocks,  was  constructed  to  the  order  of  a  Newcastle  firm. 
For  a  Dieppe  firm  they  built  one  named  the  "Dieppois." 
For  a  Glasgow  firm  they  recently  built  a  vessel  of  3,400 
D.w.  tons,  length  being  285  feet.  Another  of  similar 
design  is  being  built    there    at    present.       These    facts 


suggest  that  a  highly  important  industry,  an  industry 
capable  of  unlimited  development  in  the  future,  has, 
thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  the  Campbeltown  Ship- 
building Company,  been  established  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  that  town,  and  is  tending  to  enhance  its 
prosperity.  Already  at  these  works  about  300  men  and 
boys  are  engaged,  so  that  employment  at  a  good  trade  is 
afforded  to  the  youth  of  the  district,  where  the  choice  of 
a  vocation  in  the  past  was  exceedingly  limited. 

The  firm's  works  at  Campbeltown  occupy  three  or 
four  acres.  The  ground  belongs  to  the  firm,  and  being 
thus  saved  a  heavy  rental,  and  expenditure  being  mini- 
mised in  other  ways  by  reason  of  the  industry  being  located 
here,  the  firm  are  able  to  execute  work  on  exceptionally 
favourable  terms.  This  is  an  important  consideration 
in  these  days  when  prices  are  cut  so  fine  and  when 
foreign  competition  has  to  be  faced.  The  premises  are 
admirably  suited  to  the  requirements  of  the  trade :  they 
comprise  a  large  stone  building,  on  the  ground  floor  of 
which  are  stores ;  on  the  upper  floor  are  handsome 
offices,  drawing  room,  and  private  rooms  fitted  up 
with  polished  wood  and  embellished  with  models  and 
drawings.  On  the  other  side  of  the  entrance  gateway 
is  an  immense  machine  shop  with  all  the  best  and 
most  modern  appliances.  In  this  shop  there  is  a 
patent  furnace  for  heating  plates,  &c.  ;  further  to  the 
west  are  a  fine  joinery  shop  and  a  saw  mill,  recently 
erected ;  everything  in  this  department  is  in  perfect 
order.  Close  by  is  a  smithy,  which  formerly  stood  where 
the  joiner"s  shop  is  now.  This  smithy,  by  the  way,  which 
is  a  large  structure,  was  lifted  bodily  from  where  it  pre- 
viously stood  and  removed  to  its  present  position,  a 
somewhat  notable  mechanical  feat,  and  suggestive  of 
American  ingenuity.  The  stocks  run  along  the  shore, 
and  are  capable  of  holding  five  boats  at  once. 

As  an  example  of  the  enterprise  of  the  firm,  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  there  is  a  telephone  wire  from  the 
yard  to  the  Post  Office  at  Campbeltown,  whence  mes- 
sages are  transmitted  by  telephone,  whereby  great  saving 
of  time  and  effort  is  effected. 
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MR.   DANIEL    MATHEWS,  Cabinet    Maker,  Upholsterer,  and  General  House  Furnisher,  Insurance 
and  Shipping  Agent,  etc.,  Back  Street  and  Bolgam  Street,  Campbeltown. 


It  is  no  easy  matter  for  a  stranger  to  obtain  a  footing 
in  a  small  town,  and  when  he  not  only  does  so,  but  in  a 
comparatively  short  period  finds  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  most  important  and  flourishing  concern  of  its  kind 
ever  known  there,  he  is  obviously  a  man  of  no  common 
parts.  Thus  it  has  been  with  Mr.  Daniel  Mathews, 
whose  name  is  now  almost  a  household  word  in  the 
Campbeltown  district.  Not  many  years  have  elapsed 
since  he  arrived  in  Campbeltown  and  settled  there  with 
the  resolve  to  make  headway,  and  it  is  only  eleven  years 
since  he  started  in  business  as  a  cabinet  maker,  etc. 
Since  then  he  has  gone  on  from  success  to  success, 
added  one  branch  after  another,  and  acquired  more 
extensive  premises,  till  now  he  possesses  what  is,  in 
various  respects,  the  most  notable  establishment  in 
Campbeltown  and  Argyleshire,  and  is  principal  of  a 
business  the  scope  of  which  is  exceedingly  diversified. 
He  did  not  begin  in  the  premises  he  now  occupies  in 
Back  Street  and  Bolgam  Street.  When  opportunity 
offered  he  bought  the  site  upon  which  some  old  houses 
used  to  stand.  These  he  pulled  down,  and,  in  their 
stead,  he  erected,  with  a  view  to  his  requirements,  an 
exceedingly  imposing  edifice — an  edifice  which  is  at 
once  handsome  and  spacious.  The  tenement  comprises 
five  flats.  On  the  first,  or  ground,  flat  the  warehouse, 
lighted  with  numerous  windows,  and  in  which  there  is  a 
magnificent  display  of  furniture,  is  situated;  on  the 
second,  the  workshops  ;  the  third  and  fourth  are  occu- 
pied residentially,  and  the  fifth,  or  attic  storey,  which  is 
reached  by  means  of  an  elevator,  is  utilised  for  storage 
purposes.  It  would  be  difficult  to  mention  anything 
which  the  resources  of  Mr.  Mathew's  establishment  do 
not  comprise,  for,  in  addition  to  keeping  every  descrip- 
tion of  furniture,  carpets,  iron  bedsteads  and  bedding, 
and  enamelled  ware,  he  combines  other  businesses  usually 
entirely  distinct.     For  example,  he  is  an  artists'  colour- 


man,  and  supplies  all  kinds  of  art  requisites  such  as 
paints,  canvas,  brushes,  etc.  In  this  department  a  large 
trade  is  done.  Mr.  Mathews  also  engages  in  the  kin- 
dred business  of  picture-frame  dealer,  and  sells  exten- 
sively. Moreover,  he  combines  with  cabinet  making 
the  business  of  an  undertaker,  and  supplies  all  kinds 
of  funeral  requisites.  It  will  be  perceived,  therefore, 
that  he  is  a  gentleman  of  exceptional  versatility,  of  keen 
business  instincts,  of  uncommon  enterprise  and  energy. 
He  is  still  a  young  man,  and,  if  he  continues  to  make  as 
much  progress  in  the  future  as  he  has  done  in  the  past, 
there  really  seems  no  limit  to  the  scope  of  his  expansion 
as  a  trader.  Already  he  contemplates  an  extension  of 
the  very  large  premises  he  occupies,  and  proposes,  if 
his  business  continues  to  develope  in  the  same  ratio 
as  in  the  past,  to  build  another  block  which  will  reach 
Long  Row,  and  thus  complete  the  corner.  His  trade 
connections  are  wide,  and  by  no  means  limited  to  the 
immediate  district  of  Campbeltown.  Moreover,  these 
connections  are  as  high-class  as  they  are  extensive, 
and  he  has  been  entrusted  with  some  very  important 
undertakings,  including  the  principal  furnishing  of  the 
fine  hotel  at  Machrichanish. 

Mr.  Mathews  has,  to  other  forms  of  enterprise, 
added  that  of  steamship  agent,  insurance  agent,  etc. 
He  is,  for  example,  the  local  representative  of  the 
Anchor  and  Castle  lines,  of  the  Standard  Life  Associa- 
tion, and  the  Sun  Fire  Assurance  Association,  and  he 
is,  moreover,  agent  for  Messrs.  Paterson,  Sons,  and 
Co.,  music  sellers,  Glasgow.  Altogether,  therefore, 
his  business  is  a  remarkable  one,  and,  in  the  West  of 
Scotland,  there  is  none  more  important  out  of  Glasgow. 

Mr.  Mathews  has  been  successful  socially  as  well 
as  in  business,  and,  being  genial,  pleasant,  and  kindly, 
he  has  made  himself  exceedingly  popular  ever  since  he 
has  been  in  Campbeltown. 


THE    LOCHRUAN    DISTILLERY    Co.,    Campbeltown. 


The  Lochruan  Distillery  ranks  among  the  two 
or  three  old  distilleries  of  Campbeltown  which  have 
been  the  leaders  and  pioneers  of  an  industry  now  of  the 
first  magnitude  and  importance.  The  Distillery  dates 
from  1835,  and  was  on  a  more  limited  scale  during  the 
early  part  of  its  history  than  afterwards,  when  taken 
over  by  the  present  Company.  They  acquired  the 
property  and  business,  as  it  stood,  some  twenty-six 
years  ago,  and  at  once  initiated  a  scheme  of  enlarge- 
ment, under  which  it  has  grown  from  time  to  time  till 
the  premises  now  extend  over  a  couple  of  acres.  The 
Distillery  stands  facing  the  Bay,  and  commands  a 
splendid  view  both  by  sea  and  land.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  give  a  complete  description  of  the  place  in 
the  limited  space  at  our  disposal  here,  but  we  will 
notice  a  few  of  the  principal  buildings.  First  in  order 
come  two  large  granaries,  then  four  malt  barns  (90  feet 
by  30  feet)  two  fine  kilns  where  peat  burns  brightly 
(36  feet  by  72  feet)  a  malt  store,  the  malt  mill,  and 
mash  house.     The  latter  is  fitted   up  with  best  patent 


mashing  machinery.  Near  by  is  the  tun  room, 
occupying  a  really  splendid  building  and  containing 
seven  wash-backs  capable  of  holding  6,700  gallons  each, 
two  wash  chargers,  two  water-heaters,  and  a  large 
Morton  refrigerator.  Passing  to  the  still  house,  another 
fine  structure,  is  to  be  seen  the  great  sight  of  the 
place — three  great  pot-stills  of  3,245,  1,835,  and  1,785 
gallons  capacity.  Once  here,  the  visitor  understands 
one  main  cause  of  the  world-wide  celebrity  of  the 
Lochruan  distillations.  It  is  the  manufacture  of 
"heather  dew"  on  the  "old  plan"  under  the  most 
favourable  conditions.  There  are  many  other  depart- 
ments, all  excellently  housed,  such  as  the  spirit  store  with 
a  1,900  gallon  vat,  cooper's  workshops,  carter's  quarters, 
etc.  Six  warehouses,  with  a  capacity  of  3,000  casks, 
serve  for  stock.  The  annual  output  is  about  100,000 
gallons  for  the  Glasgow,  London,  and  Colonial  markets. 
The  present  Provost  of  Campbeltown,  John  McKersie, 
Esq.,  is  managing  partner  of  this  Distillery.  He  has 
contributed  largely  to  the  success  of  his  firm. 
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MESSRS.    GALBRAITH    AND    COCHRANE,    Painters,    Paper    Hangers,    Gilders, 

and    Decorators,    Campbeltown. 


House  and  carriage  painting  are  two  distinct  trades 
and  are  rarely  carried  on  in  combination ;  but  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  Galbraith  &  Cochrane,  Campbel- 
town, not  only  unite  these  usually  distinct  branches, 
but  also  carry  on  an  extensive  business  as  colourmen. 
Obviously,  therefore,  theirs  is  an  exceptionally  compre- 
hensive concern  and  one  at  which  very  varied  require- 
ments can  be  satisfactorily  met.  As  house  painters  the 
firm  have  an  extensive  and  high-class  connection  in  the 
West,  and  they  have  done  some  exceedingly  fine  work 
in  the  way  of  painting  and  decorating  gentlemen's  resi- 
dences. Elsewhere  it  is  usual  for  jobs  of  this  important 
character  to  be  confided  not  to  local  tradesmen,  but  to 
the  leading  establishments  of  Edinburgh  or  Glasgow. 
Such,  however,  are  the  resources  of  Messrs.  Galbraith 
and  Cochrane's  establishment,  the  noted  quality  of  their 
work,  and  the  staff  of  competent  men  at  their  disposal, 
that  they  have  little  reason  to  fear  outside  competition. 
To  them,  therefore,  is  entrusted  all  the  best  local  work, 
and  they  have  invariably  proved  themselves  capable  of 
satisfying  the  most  exacting  demands.  Nothing  comes 
amiss  to  them  :  whether  as  regards  painting,  graining, 
paper  hanging,  or  gilding.  The  scale  upon  which  they 
carry  on  business  enables  them  to  have  on  hand  a  fine 
stock  of  wall  papers  suited  to  every  class  ot  residence 
and  to  the  most  effective  treatment  of  dining,  drawing, 
and  bedrooms  and  other  apartments.  They  also  make 
use  of  the   best   materials,  and  thus,  given  good  work- 


manship,  the  most  thoroughly   satisfactory  results  are 
ensured. 

The  premises  where  they  carry  on  business  are 
situated  in  Reform  Square,  and  comprise  an  attractive 
shop  and  showroom  with  two  large  windows.  In  these 
there  is  an  exceedingly  tasteful  display  of  artistic  wall 
papers  of  various  kinds  and  patterns.  In  the  shop 
there  are  some  fine  specimens  of  work,  and  in  the  store 
rooms  behind  there  is  an  immense  and  varied  stock  of 
paper,  paints,  oils,  &c.  This  includes  all  kinds  of  oil 
colours,  dry  colours  for  oil,  oils,  varnishes,  &c,  dry 
colours  for  water,  and  sundries.  The  stock,  therefore, 
is  of  a  description  rarely  to  be  found  elsewhere  than  at 
a  large  drysaltery  establishment.  In  addition  to  ordi- 
nary requirements,  the  firm  also  keep  on  hand,  as 
artists'  colourmen,  the  finer  varieties  of  colours,  brushes, 
&c.  The  business  was  established  under  the  title  of 
Galbraith  &  Cochrane  33  years  ago,  but  Mr.  Coch- 
rane died  eight  years  back,  and  since  then  Mr.  Daniel 
Galbraith  has  assumed  as  partner  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Chapman.  Both  partners  take  an  active  part  in  the 
concern,  and,  as  showing  the  interest  evinced  in  the 
details  of  the  business  by  Mr.  Galbraith  and  his  part- 
ner, it  may  be  mentioned  that  Mr.  Chapman  goes  out 
with  the  men  to  see  that  important  jobs  are  properly 
executed.  To  such  intelligent  supervision  in  a  measure 
is  due  the  great  success  which  has  attended  the  enter- 
prise and  the  position  it  has  attained  in  the  trade. 


WILLIAM    GILLON,    Grocer    and 

The  important  grocery,  provision,  and  seed  house  now 
controlled  by  Mr.  William  Gillon  was  originally 
founded  about  a  century  ago.  Mr.  Gillon  has  been  the 
proprietor  for  twenty-one  years,  having  succeeded  to 
Mr.  Neil  Sinclair.  He  carries  on  a  large  and  compre- 
hensive business  with  a  well-established  connexion  in 
the  town  and  district.  The  premises  consist  of  a  very 
attractive  and  commodious  shop  extending  a  long  way 
back,  behind  which  are  stores  for  surplus  stock,  meal, 
flour,  salt,  &c.,and  other  groceries  of  all  kinds  ;  provisions, 


Seedsman,    60,    Longrow,     Campbeltown. 

such  as  Belfast,  Wiltshire,  and  Ayrshire  bacon,  tinned 
goods,  home  and  foreign  cheese,  garden  seeds,  and 
Italian  wares.  Great  care  and  skill  have  evidently  been 
bestowed  on  their  selection.  A  busy  counter  and  order 
trade  is  done.  Mr.  Gillon  gives  his  personal  supervision 
to  the  business,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  many 
customers.  He  occupies  an  influential  position  in  town 
circles,  has  been  a  Town  Councillor,  and  is  universally 
regarded  as  a  first-rate  man  of  business. 


WILLIAM     REID,     Ironmo 

Among  the  important  distributive  establishments  of 
Campbeltown  catering  for  that  prosperous  centre  and 
the  busy  agricultural  community  of  Kintyre,  that  of  Mr. 
William  Reid,  in  Longrow,  is  one  of  the  most  repre- 
sentative and  comprehensive.  The  business  was  com- 
menced by  him,  seven  years  ago,  in  the  premises  now 
occupied,  and  has  met  with  noteworthy  success.  The 
main  shop,  which  is  well  fitted,  displays  a  most  varied 
stock  of  general  and  household  ironmongery,  light  and 
heavy  hardware,  cutlery,  and  all  the  ordinary  goods  of 
the  trade,  supplemented  by  a  range  of  garden  and 
agricultural  appliances  and  machines,  bearing  the  names 
of  celebrated  makers,  and  designed  for  the  service  of 
country  patrons.  Th;se  include  the  best  home  and 
foreign  ploughs  for  all  purposes,  harrows  of  all  kinds, 
turnip  and  other  sowing  machines,  reapers  and  mowers, 
and,  in  a  word,  labour-saving  farm  plant  of  every  type. 


nger,    Longrow,     Campbeltown. 

To  these  we  may  add  gates  and  fencing  materials. 
Among  the  more  special  lines  shown  are  tiled  and  plain 
grates  and  stoves,  a  large  assortment  of  oil  and  gas  stoves, 
fine  paints,  dry  and  ground  colours,  and  oils,  and  enamels. 
Aspinall's  celebrated  enamels  seem  to  be  as  great 
favorites  in  Kintyre  as  elsewhere,  and  in  these  Mr.  Reid 
does  a  large  business.  But  it  would  be  impossible,  in 
the  necessarily  limited  space  at  our  disposal  in  this 
volume,  to  do  more  than  indicate  the  range  of  a  business 
such  as  this,  catering  both  for  urban  and  rural  customers. 
Mr.  Reid  evidently  spares  no  pains  to  meet  every  want 
of  both  classes  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  their  constant 
patronage.  His  business  connections  now  extend  all 
over  the  peninsula,  and  keep  his  hands  full  in  meeting 
their  varied  demands.  Personally  he  is  a  first-rate  man 
of  business,  and  widely  popular  and  respected. 
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MESSRS.  LAMB,  COLVILL,  &  Co.,  Kinloch  Distillery,  Campbeltown. 


The  Kinloch  Distillery,  Campbeltown,  is  a  place 
with  a  history,  and  the  concern,  though  not  originally 
founded  as  a  distillery,  will  attain  the  centenary  of 
its  existence  in  something  like  twelve  months.  It 
constitutes,  therefore,  an  interesting  link  with  the  past, 
and  it  may  be  regarded  as  the  pioneer  of  that  great 
industrial  development  which  has  made  Campbeltown 
famous  the  wide  world  over  as  a  centre  of  Scotch 
whisky  production.  The  Kinloch  Distillery  was  founded 
in  1792,  at  first  as  a  malting  establishment  merely,  and 
it  is  darkly  insinuated  that  from  it  the  smugglers  derived 
the  malt  which  constituted  the  basis  of  their  whisky- 
making  enterprise.  It  must  be  remembered,  however, 
that  at  that  time  it  was  regarded  by  patriotic  Gaels  as 
a  downright  sinful  thing  that  the  production  of  the 
national  liquor  should  be  restricted  or  interfered  with 
by  grasping,  unsympathetic  governments,  and  the  risks 
attending  the  illicit  distillation  of  whisky  only  made  it 
the  more  attractive  to  adventurous  spirits.  At  that 
time  the  gauger  was  naturally  regarded  as  the  most 
objectionable  person  in  existence,  and  he  was  therefore 
cordially  disliked.  That  feeling  he  reciprocated  ;  and 
the  strife  to  which  this  bitter  animosity  gave  rise  forms 
a  stirring  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  West  Highlands. 
A  great  change  has  been  wrought  since  then.  The 
distillation  of  whisky  as  carried  on  at  the  Kinloch 
Distillery  is  now  a  great  industry  :  one  which  contributes 
enormously  to  the  national  revenues  ;  and  the  officers  of 
the  excise,  far  from  being  defied  and  eluded,  are  now 
provided  with  offices  on  the  premises  where  the  whisky 
is  manufactured,  so  that  they  may  take  note  of  what  is 
done. 

It  was  in  1824  that  the  malting  department  referred 
to  was  acquired  and  converted  into  a  distillery  by  the 
late  Mr.  Dunlop,  who  died  twenty  years  ago.  In  order 
that  they  might  be  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  whisky 
distillation,  the  premises  had  to  be  re-constituted  and 
practically  rebuilt  after  they  came  into  Mr.  Dunlop's 
possession.  Mr.  Dunlop  had,  as  partners,  Mr.  Lamb 
and  Mr.  Colvill,  whose  names  are  still  identified  with 
the  concern — it  being  carried  on  under  the  designation 
of  Lamb,  Colvill,  &  Co.  Mr.  Lamb  retired  after 
two  years'  connection  with  the  enterprise.  Mr.  Colvill 
died  in  1851,  and  upon  the  death,  something  like  twenty 
years  later,  of  the  founder,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
the  present  proprietor — Mr.  James  Dunlop.  Thanks  to 
the  skill,  energy,  and  enterprise  of  that  gentleman,  the 
concern  has  now  become  one  of  the  first  importance,  as 
it  is  probably  the  oldest  of  the  kind  in  Campbeltown. 
The  growing  requirements  of  a  very  extensive  trade 
rendered  it  necessary,  a  few  years  ago,  to  greatly  enlarge 
the  premises  and  to  introduce  improved  appliances  and 
machinery.  Practically  reconstructed,  therefore,  the 
distillery  is  in  splendid  repair  and  has  a  very  imposing 
appearance.     It  is  built  of  the  red  stone  peculiar  to  the 


Campbeltown  district,  which  looks  so  substantial  and 
harmonises  so  well  with  the  landscape. 

A  more  magnificent  site  for  an  industrial  concern  of 
this  description  it  would  be  impossible  to  conceive  ;  for 
the  distillery  buildings,  which  cover  two  acres  of  ground, 
extend  from  the  park  back  to  Longrow,  and  the  extensive 
frontage  commands  a  splendid  view  of  the  bay  with  the 
park  intervening.  From  this  advantageous  position  the 
fleet  of  herring  boats  can  be  seen  any  afternoon  sailing 
down  the  bay  to  the  fishing  grounds,  and  a  very  pretty 
sight  they  afford.  Indeed,  the  whole  scene  constitutes 
a  splendid  panorama.  The  distillery  occupies  a  position 
as  convenient  as  it  is  picturesque,  and  is  close  to  the 
pier,  where  its  product  is  shipped  and  thence  despatched 
to  the  great  distributive  centres.  The  departments  in 
which  the  various  processes  incidental  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  whisky  from  malt,  as  well  as  the  preliminary 
process  of  malting,  include  three  barley  stores,  three 
malt  barns  with  steeps,  three  kilns,  a  milling  house,  a 
mash  house  with  mash  tun  five  feet  deep  and  fourteen 
feet  in  diameter,  with  patent  revolving  stirring  gear,  two 
large  heating  coppers,  and  an  underback  ;  a  tun  room 
with  eight  wash-backs,  each  holding  7,400  gallons  ;  a 
wash  charger,  a  low  wines  charger,  and  a  feints  charger; 
a  still-house  with  three  stills,  the  respective  capacity  of 
which  is  3,200,  1,800,  and  1,700  gallons  ;  three  receivers 
with  a  capacity  of  i,85o,  1,780,  and  1,425  gallons  respec- 
tively; a  spirit  store  with  an  immense  vat;  and  four 
exceedingly  large  warehouses  with  a  storage  accommo- 
dation equivalent  to  3,000  casks.  It  should  be  stated 
that  two  of  the  kilns  in  which  peat  is  burned  are  floored 
with  tiles,  and  the  third  with  wire  cloth.  The  other 
appliances  include  coolers,  Morton's  patent  refrigerator, 
worms,  and  worm  tubs.  Steam  power  is  supplied  by 
means  of  an  engine  and  boiler — the  former  of  twelve 
horse  power.  The  water  used  in  the  various  processes 
is  partly  obtained  from  Crosshill  Loch  and  partly  from 
a  deep  well  in  the  distillery  itself.  The  latter  is  of 
splendid  quality,  and  the  Crosshill  Loch  is  noted  as  the 
source  whence  is  derived  a  large  proportion  of  the  water 
used  in  the  Campbeltown  distilleries.  In  addition  to 
the  departments  specified  there  are,  of  course,  supple- 
mentary buildings,  such  as  those  devoted  to  stables, 
cooperage,  out-houses,  etc.  The  distillery  offices  and 
the  excise  office  are  well  appointed  and  comfortably 
fitted  up. 

Mr.  James  Dunlop,  upon  whom  the  management 
of  this  extensive  undertaking,  with  its  annual  output  of 
100,000  gallons,  devolves,  is  a  gentleman  of  high  business 
aptitude.  He  has  devoted  a  good  deal  of  his  time  to 
promoting  the  interests  of  Campbeltown;  and,  in  this 
connection,  it  may  be  stated  that  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  held  the 
office  of  honorary  Treasurer  to  the  Burgh. 
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JOHN     HUIE    &    Co.,  Ironmongers,  Campbeltown. 


One  is  scarcely  expected  to  find  in  a  comparatively 
small  and  remote  town  like  Campbeltown  a  more  exten- 
sive and  diversified  business  of  its  class  than  can  be 
found  in  the  commercial  metropolis  of  Scotland.  Yet 
it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  even  in  Glasgow 
can  any  ironmongery  establishment  be  found  wherein 
there  is  a  more  extraordinarily  comprehensive  stock  than 
that  of  Messrs.  John  Huie  and  Co.,  of  Campbeltown. 
Possibly  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  concerns  started  in 
a  small  town  must  not  at  the  outset  be  sectional,  but 
must  be  prepared  to  supply  anything  and  everything 
which  clients  are  likely  to  ask  for. 

Originally  started  as  a  general  ironmonger's  store, 
the  scope  of  Messrs.  Huie  and  Co.'s  business  has  de- 
veloped till  now  at  their  establishment  it  is  probable 
that  not  chly  is  everything  between  the  tolerably  wide 
extremes  of  a  needle  and  an  anchor  kept  in  stock,  but 
that  ironmongery  pure  and  simple  is  supplemented  by  a 
variety  of  other  goods.  Generally  speaking,  in  the  way 
of  ironmongery,  they  have  on  hand  every  description  of 
agricultural,  horticultural,  and  household  ironmongery, 
but  in  addition  they  supply  numerous  kinds  of  trade 
furnishings,  ships'  stores,  and  miscellaneous  requisites 
incidental  to  house  building.  It  is  impossible  to  give  a 
complete  list  of  what  they  have  on  hand,  considering 
that  their  stock  ranges  from  agricultural  implements  to 
beds  and  bedding,  from  electroplated  goods  to  builders' 
cement,  from  grain  bags  to  dairy  utensils,  from  drain 
pipes  to  domestic  lamps,  from  pig  troughs  to  beehives 
and  ammunition,  from  coffin  furnishings  to  ship,  domes- 
tic, and  stable  lamps,  from  toilet  cases  to  shoemakers' 
furnishings,  from  tarpaulins  to  weighing  machines,  from 
oils  and  paints  to  door  mats,  from  smoke  preventers  to 
brushes,  from  baths  to  bird  cages,  from  roofing  felt  to 
dogs'  meat,  from  polishing  paste  to  garden  seats  and 
chairs. 

This  may  give  some  idea  of  the  extraordinary  scope 
of  the  firm's  operations,  but  the  list  is  an  exceedingly 
imperfect   one,  and  in  nothing   short    of   a    formidable 


catalogue  could  the   stock  of  Messrs.  John  Huie  and 
Co.  be  set  forth  in   detail.     Indeed,  if  it  were  intended 
to  equip  a  large  body  of  emigrants  with  every  conceiv- 
able  requisite  for   an    advanced   and  immediately  im- 
portant colony,  the  resources  of  this  firm's  establishment 
would  scarcely  be   taxed    in    the   effort    to  supply  the 
demand.     The  ramifications  of  such  a   business  are,  it 
may  be  inferred,  anything  but  limited,  and   as  a  matter 
of  fact    they  extend    all    over    Kintyre  and  the  West. 
Similarly,  it  may  be  inferred  that  a  business  so  compre- 
hensive is  not  a  thing  of  yesterday ;  it  has  got  beyond  the 
first  half-century  of  its  existence,  and  is  more  vigorous, 
more    enterprising,  more  go-ahead  than  ever.      It  was 
founded  under  the  title  it  continues  to  bear  by  Mr.  John 
Huie,   and  upon   his  death,  twenty-six  years    ago,   the 
concern  was  carried  on  by  his  widow  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Robert  McMinn.     The  firm  now  comprises 
Mr.  John  Huie,  Mr.   Archibald  Huie,  and  Mr.  Robert 
McMinn.      Upon  the  last-named  gentleman,  during  the 
nonage  of  the  founder's  sons,  a  great  deal  of  responsi- 
bility devolved,  and  he  has  since  been  unsparing  in  his 
endeavours    not    only   to    conserve    the    high    position 
which  has  been  attained,  but  to   improve  upon  it  very 
largely.       The  premises   in   Long  Row,   Campbeltown, 
where  this  remarkable  business  is  carried  on,  are  of  con- 
siderable   area    and    size.       Fronting    Long    Row   is   a 
double-windowed  warehouse,  square  built   and  exceed- 
ingly commodious.     In  this  there  is  a  very  large  stock 
of  ironmongery.     The  offices  are  attached  to  this  ware- 
house.    To  the  rear  of  the   latter  is  an  immense   long 
building  of  three  flats  used  for  stock  and  show  purposes. 
Behind   that    again  are  the  smithy,   yard,  &c.      These 
premises,  replete  as  they  are  with  so  miscellaneous  an 
assortment  of  goods — an  assortment  which  really  con- 
stitutes an  industrial  museum — are  very  interesting,  so 
also  are   the  working  departments,  in  which  the  many 
and  varied   operations  are  carried  on  under  the  most 
perfect  conditions. 


JAMES    M.    M'TAGGART,  Wholesale  and  Retail  Boot  and  Shoe  Warehouseman  and  Leather 

Merchant,  28,   Main    Street,  Campbeltown. 


Among  the  enterprising  business  establishments  of  Main 
Street,  Campbeltown,  none  are  more  worthy  of  mention 
here  than  the  fine  boot  and  shoe  warehouse  of  Mr. 
James  M.  M'Taggart,  the  oldest  and,  we  will  venture 
to  say,  the  best  in  this  district.  The  business  has  been 
carried  on  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  by  the  present 
owner,  having  been  originally  established  by  him  in 
Cross  Street,  and  carried  on  there  till  ten  years  ago. 
The  premises  present  a  handsome  exterior,  containing  a 
very  large  show  window,  in  which  foot-gear  of  all  sorts 
and  sizes  is  displayed  to  advantage.  The  front  shop  is 
excellently  fitted  and  very  heavily  stocked  with  boots 
and  shoes  of  both  hand  and  machine  make,  designed  to 
meet  the  wants  of  all  classes.  Many  very  fine  and 
fashionable  lines  are  shown  for  the  more  opulent  classes 
of  customers,  made  by  the   staff  on  the  premises,  and 


admirable  in  style  and  material,  but  the  agricultural  and 
business  communities  are  equally  well  provided  for  in 
sound  and  durable  goods.  Behind  this  handsome  shop 
is  a  large  saloon,  lit  from  the  roof,  for  show  and  sale 
purposes,  and  further  back  are  the  workshops,  where  a 
dozen  picked  hands  are  engaged  on  order  work.  The 
bespoke  department  is  the  special  feature  of  the  house, 
and  enjoys  an  old  and  valuable  connection  in  the  town 
and  throughout  Kintyre  and  the  Isles.  Old  patrons  now 
living  in  foreign  lands  send  their  orders,  too,  in  spite 
of  hostile  tariffs.  The  proprietor  is  himself  a  practical 
man,  like  his  father  before  him,  and  allows  only  really 
good  work  to  pass  out  of  the  workshop.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Town  Council,  and  esteemed  by  all  classes, 
doing  everything  that  comes  to  his  hand  in  the  most 
thorough-going  and  creditable  fashion. 
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ROBERT  ARMOUR  &  SONS,  Coppersmiths  and   Plumbers,  Longrow,  Campbeltown. 


It  is  a  far  cry  from  the  present  time,  when  the  Campbel- 
town Distilleries  contribute  so  largely  to  the  national 
revenues,  to  the  time  when  whisky  used  to  be  nefariously 
manufactured  in  that  district  by  smugglers,  who  ap- 
parently had  not  the  fear  of  the  law  before  their  eyes. 
Yet  both  periods  are  bridged  by  the  firm  of  Robert 
Armour  &  Sons,  who,  from  formerly  supplying  the 
smugglers  with  their  small  stills,  now  furnish  the 
distilleries  of  the  neighbourhood  with  their  mechanical 
appliances.  Mr.  Robert  Armour,  the  founder  of  the 
firm,  who  was  the  confidant  of  the  smugglers  of  his  day, 
is  now  deceased,  but  a  certain  romantic  interest  neces- 
sarily attaches  to  the  business  perpetuated  by  his  son 
and  grandsons.  The  manufacture  of  stills  such  as  are 
now  in  use  is,  of  course,  an  important  branch  of  trade. 
Messrs.  Robert  Armour  &  Sons'  connection  in  respect 
thereof  extends  all  over  the  district  which  forms  the 
centre  of  the  distilling  industry.  They  do  not,  however, 
limit  their  enterprise  as  regards  copper  ware  to  the 
manufacture  of  stills,  for  they  also,  as  hot  water  en- 
gineers, make  cylinders,  boilers,  and  tanks.  Another 
leading  speciality  of  theirs  is  the  manufacture  of  dairy 
utensils,  including  those  for  making  the  famed  Kintyre 
cheese  and  butter;  also  pans,  pails,  &c,  in  great  variety. 
So  much  for  the  firm  as  copper  and  tinsmiths.  In 
addition,  they  also  carry  on  business  in  a  large  way  as 
regards  plumbers'  work,  gasfitting,  and  bell  hanging.  In 
this  capacity  they  have  fitted  up  some  of  the  most  noted 
residences  in- the  district,  including  those  of  His  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Argyle,  at  Macharioch ;  Captain  Macneal  of 
Ugadale's,  at  Losset  Park  ;  and  Colonel  Buchanan,  of 
Drumpellier  residence,  at  Glencamadale.  The  higher 
reputation  of  the  firm  as  sanitary  and  hot  water  engi- 
neers has  necessarily  led  to  the  most  implicit  con- 
fidence   being    placed   in    them   by   the  gentry  of   the 


neighbourhood,  and  hence  it  is  that  they  are  entrusted 
with  the  execution  of  the  most  important  orders.  They 
have  a  great  advantage  at  the  outset,  inasmuch  as  they 
keep  in  stock  all  the  most  perfect  apparatus  yet  devised, 
and  they  bring  to  bear  on  the  conduct  of  a  business 
which  has  become  somewhat  scientific  long  experience 
and  exceptional  skill.  The  firm's  premises  in  Longrow 
comprise  a  large  front  shop,  to  the  rear  of  which  is  a 
large  showroom,  all  of  which  are  most  admirably  ap- 
pointed, and  their  miscellaneous  contents  are  effectually 
arranged.  These  contents  comprise,  in  addition  to 
distillery  and  dairy  requisites  such  as  have  already  been 
indicated,  plumbers'  fittings  of  every  description,  gas- 
fittings,  gasaliers,  oil  lamps,  gas  stoves,  and  Indiarubber 
piping.  The  oil  lamps  are  constructed  on  the  best 
principles,  and  some  of  them  are  exceptionally  ornate 
and  artistic.  Of  gas  stoves  there  is  also  a  large  variety, 
and  as  these  seem  likely  to  supersede  coal  fires  for 
domestic,  heating,  and  cooking  purposes,  it  is  probable 
that  the  firm's  already  flourishing  trade  in  these  will  very 
greatly  develope.  The  workshops  are  to  the  rear  of  the 
shop  and  showroom.  Here  a  number  of  men  are 
employed  in  the  manufacture  of  various  kinds  of  metal 
ware,  and  mechanical  aids  are  also  found  indispensable. 
In  proof  of  the  stability  and  importance  of  a  firm 
established  so  far  back  as  1811,  and  which  has  ever 
since  continued  steadily  to  develope,  it  would  almost  be 
superfious  to  say  anything.  The  fact  that  the  business 
is  still  retained  by  the  family  of  the  founder  is  one  which 
should  not  be  overlooked  in  this  connection.  The 
principal  now  is  Mr.  Robert  Armour  (son  of  the  original 
Robert  Armour),  who  was  admitted  to  partnership  by  his 
father,  prior  to  the  death  of  the  latter,  something  like  20 
years  ago,  and  he  is  assisted  in  the  management  of  the 
concern  by  his  two  sons. 


MESSRS.  JOHN  J.   McEACHRAN   &  CO.,  Shipowners,  Coal  Merchants,  and  Steamship 
Brokers,  Campbeltown.     Telegraphic  Address: — "  McEachran,  Campbeltown." 


This  important  firm  carry  on  several  branches  of 
business  in  Campbeltown,  and  play  an  important  part 
in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  that  flourishing  town. 
The  business  is  an  old  one,  too,  having  been  founded 
almost  half  a  century  ago  by  Mr.  Charles  McEachran. 
Mr.  John  J.  McEachran  eventually  succeeded  to  it, 
and  four  years  ago,  finding  "two  heads  are  better  than 
one,"  assumed  Mr.  John  C.  Rennie  as  partner  under  the 
above  title,  and  handed  over  to  him  the  control  of  the 
Campbeltown  business  of  the  firm.  Mr.  McEachran  is 
agent  in  Cardiff  for  the  British  India  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Bute  Docks,  a  post  which  occupies  most  of 
his  time,  but  he  finds  his  partner  an  able  charge  d'affaires. 


Mr.  Rennie  has  plenty  of  occupation,  for  the  firm  are  not 
only  owners  of  several  coal  vessels,  but  large  coal  mer- 
chants, barley  agents,  yeast  importers,  insurance  agents, 
and  general  ship  brokers.  The  great  distilling  industry 
of  the  town  is,  to  a  large  extent,  dependent  on  them  for 
a  regular  supply  of  coal,  &c.  The  firm's  premises  com- 
prise a  coal  depot  and  the  necessary  office  accommoda- 
tion, and  offer  every  facility  for  the  business.  Though 
young,  Mr.  Rennie  controls  the  operations  of  the  firm 
with  complete  success,  and  keeps  the  ball  rolling  busily. 
Both  he  and  his  partner,  who  is  an  ex-Bailie,  are  well 
known  and  highly  esteemed  in  Campbeltown. 
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MESSRS.  J.  &  A.   MITCHELL  &  Co.,   Spring  Bank   Distillery,  Campbeltown. 


One  of  the  most  noted  of  Campbeltown  distilleries  is 
Messrs.  J.  and  A.  Mitchell  and  Co.'s  Spring  Bank 
Distillery,  which  has  an  established  reputation,  having 
been  founded  in  1828  and  been  since  then  owned  by 
representatives  of  the  same  family.  The  present  pro- 
prietor is  Mr.  John  Mitchell,  a  gentleman  of  high 
business  qualifications  and  practical  skill.  Having  re- 
gard to  the  fact  that  the  product  of  this  distillery,  which 
in  the  aggregate  amounts  to  150,000  gallons  yearly, 
is  despatched  throughout  the  kingdom,  the  site  upon 
which  the  Spring  Bank  Distillery  stands  is  a  most  con- 
venient one,  being  about  half  a  mile  from  the  pier,  so 
that,  prior  to  shipment,  the  cartage  of  the  whisky  in 
casks  is  minimised  as  much  as  possible.  For  Camp- 
beltown, it  must  b2  borne  in  mind,  though  somewhat 
inaccessible  by  land,  is  very  accessible  by  water,  and  the 
whisky  manufactured  there,  which  is  world-famous,  can 
be  readily  put  on  board  and  shipped  for  Glasgow  or 
London,  whence,  of  course,  it  can  be  distributed  by  rail 
to  all  parts  of  the  country.  While,  therefore,  Campbel- 
town enjoys  in  one  sense  the  advantages  of  isolation,  it  is, 
for  trade  purposes,  by  no  means  too  remote.  And  then 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  in  this  neighbourhood,  is 
to  be  found  the  finest  quality  of  water  for  whisky  dis- 
tillation. The  water  used  at  the  Spring  Bank  Distillery 
is  obtained  from  Cross  Hill  Loch,  one  of  two  charming 
lakes  adjacent  to  the  town.  The  Cross  Hill  Loch  is  on 
the  south  side  of  Campbeltown,  under  the  shadow  of 
Bengullion,  or  Hill  of  the  Wind,  which  bounds  the 
southern  side  of  Campbeltown  Bay  and  attains  the 
respectable  altitude  of  1,124  feet-  The  Bay,  it  may  be 
mentioned,  is  two  miles  long,  over  one  mile  broad,  and 
extremely  deep.  '  It  is  almost  enclosed  by  land, 
the  channel  constituting  its  inlet  and  outlet  being 
a  splendid  roadstead.  The  Spring  Bank  whisky 
is  redolent  of  the  soil,  and  the  suggestion  of  peati- 
ness  in  its  flavour  is  like  a  whiff  from  the  exquisitely 
grand  and  beautiful  district  where  it  is  manufactured. 
There  are  other  distilleries  in  Campbeltown,  of  course,  but 
the  Spring  Bank  is  in  the  very  centre  of  industrial 
activity,  and  occupies  a  huge  range  of  buildings  extend- 
ing from  Long  Row  to  Glebe  Street.  The  firm  own 
over  ten  acres  of  ground,  three  of  which  are  occupied  by 
the  distillery.  This  fact  suggests  how  vast  must  be  the 
business  carried  on  and  the  position  of  importance  to 
which  the  distillery  has  attained.  That  position  was 
won  by  degrees  during  the  sixty-three  years  of  the 
distillery's  existence,  but  it  is  one  which  is  now  un- 
assailable, and  it  gives  promise  of  still  greater  promi- 
nence in  the  future.  The  admirable  quality  of  the  fine 
whisky  here  manufactured  has  commanded  universal 
acknowledgment,  and  the  demand  for  it  is  now  not  only 
immense,  but  growing.  To  keep  pace  with  the  exi- 
gencies of  a  developing  trade,  the  distillery  has,  from 
time  to  time,  been  amplified  and  improved  till  now  not 
only  is  it  one  of  the  largest  in  Campbeltown,  but  one  of 
the  best  and  most  perfectly  appointed,  which  is   saying 


a  good  deal,  considering  the  extent  to  which  whisky  dis- 
tilling is  carried  on  in  that  noted  centre  of  the  trade. 
Before  describing  the  premises  it  comprises  and  the 
processes  of  manufacture  carried  on,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  the  responsibility  of  managing  this  dis- 
tillery is  committed  to  Mr.  Alexander  Greenlees,  who, 
though  a  young  man,  has  proved  himself  to  be  excep- 
tionally able  in  the  exacting  capacity  he  fills.  Mr. 
Greenlees,  while  respected  for  the  ability  which 
he  thus  displays,  is  exceedingly  popular  in  the  town 
and  district  by  reason  of  his  geniality  and  agreeable 
manners. 

To  some  extent  it  may  be  true  that,  if  a  visitor  sees 
one  distillery  in  Campbeltown,  he  has  seen  all,  because 
the  processes  in  each  are  practically  identical,  inasmuch 
as  all  good  Scotch  whisky  is  characterised  by  certain 
invariable  qualities.  There  are,  however,  notable  diver- 
gencies in  respect  of  potency,  flavour,  and  so  forth,  and 
the  Spting  Bank  whisky  possesses  certain  distinctive 
characteristics  which  account  for  the  great  appreciation 
in  which  it  is  held.  Of  course  the  visitor  will  not  be 
able  to  see  how  these  are  acquired,  but  if  opportunities 
for  comparison  be  afforded  him,  he  will  be  impressed  by 
the  scale  upon  which  operations  are  carried  on,  the 
automatic  regularity  with  which  the  manufacture  in  its 
various  stages  is  conducted,  the  attention  which  is 
devoted  to  the  minutest  details,  the  efficacy  of  the  im- 
proved appliances  in  use,  and  the  superb  excellence  of 
the  product.  For  the  mechanical  requirements  of  the 
distillery  there  are  a  large  boiler  and  a  sixteen-horse- 
power  steam-engine.  Immense  quantities  of  barley  are 
consigned  to  this  distillery,  and  the  grain,  after  being 
stored  in  two  large  granaries,  each  140  feet  by  45  feet, 
is  let  down  from  the  lofts  to  the  malt  barns,  there  to 
undergo  the  first  vital  process  in  the  manufacture  of 
good  whisky.  There  are  four  malt  barns,  the  dimen- 
sions of  which  are  equivalent  to  those  of  the  granaries — 
namely,  140  feet  by  45  feet.  Two  kilns  for  drying  the 
malt  are  in  use,  and  in  these,  as  is  customary,  peat  is 
burned.  The  malt  deposit  department  adjoins  the  kilns. 
The  other  departments  include  the  mill  with  malt 
crushers,  the  grist  loft,  whither  the  ground  malt  from 
the  mill  is  raised  by  elevators,  the  mash-house  with 
mash  tun  14  feet  in  diameter  and  5  feet  deep,  where 
also  are  a  huge  hot  water  tank,  a  Morton's  refrigerator, 
and  an  under  back,  the  tun  room  with  seven  wash 
backs  each  capable  of  holding  six  thousand  gallons, 
a  wrash  charger  holding  seven  thousand  gallons,  and  the 
still  house  with  three  stills,  the  respective  capacity  of 
which  is  3,000,  1,700,  and  1,500  gallons.  Above  are  the 
chargers  and  receivers,  and  outside  are  the  worm  tubs. 
In  the  spirit  stores  the  whisky  is  vatted,  and  adjoining 
these  are  free  warehouses,  exceedingly  spacious,  where 
the  spirit  is  kept  in  cask.  Hence  it  is  sent,  as  occasion 
requires,  to  Glasgow  and  London,  from  which  centres  it 
is  distributed  by  wholesale  merchants  to  retailers  through- 
out the  country. 
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S.    MACNAIR,    Silk    Mercer,    Draper,    and   Outfitter,   Campbeltown. 


What  Worth  or  Redfern  is  to  Paris  or  London  Mr.  S. 
Macnair  is  to  Campbeltown,  Kintyre,  and  the  Isles. 
His  establishment  is  the  centre  of  fashion  and  interest, 
par  excellence,  for  the  residents,  and  particularly  for  the 
fair  residents  of  the  West,  whose  homes  lie  beyond  the 
estuary  of  the  Clyde.  The  business  has  held  this 
nattering  position  since  its  inauguration  by  Mr.  Macnair 
in  1872 — no  small  testimony  to  the  business  savoir  faire 
of  that  gentleman.  The  establishment  has  an  excellent 
position  in  Campbeltown,  and,  though  not  presenting  any- 
thing of  the  external  glitter  of  a  catchpenny  City  estab- 
lishment, has  solid  attractions  of  its  own.  The  main 
shop  occupies  the  ground  floor,  has  two  excellent  show 
windows  for  the  display  of  novelties,  is  suitably  arranged 
and  appointed,  and  contains  a  choice  stock — ranging 
from  silk  mercery  of  the  choicest  selection  to  the  latest 
fancy  material,  from  napery  to  hosiery,  from  Meltons  to 
hard-wearing  tweeds — and  covering  completely  the 
whole  range  of  a  caterer  in  dress  materials  and  small 
wares  for  both  sexes  and  all  classes.  To  the  rear  are 
the  office  and  stockroom,  and  behind  all,  in  an  adjoining 
building,  the  tailors'  workshop.  A  stairway  leads  to 
the  floor  above,  where  we  find  the  sanctum  sanctorum  of 
the  concern — the  ladies'  showroom — a  bright  and  neatly 
fitted  department,  where  the  female  heart  can  dote  on 
costumes,  mantles,  and  millinery  in  all  the  newest  mate- 
rials, styles,  and  designs.  Here  the  expert  visitor  can 
find  evidence  in  abundance  of  the  close  touch  main- 
tained by  Mr.  Macnair  with  the  movements  of  fashion 
in  London  and  Paris — one  great  factor  in  his  striking 
success.  On  this  floor  are  further  stockrooms,  and  on 
the  next  the  workrooms  of  the  modistes  and  coutuvieres, 
whose  executive  skill  has  done  so  much  to  maintain  and 
heighten  the  reputation  of  the  house.     His  display    of 


goods  for  the  1891  season  has  included  model  garments 
for  spring  and  summer  wear.  The  exquisite  taste  by 
which  these  novelties  are  characterised  accounts  for  the 
enviable  celebrity  which  his  productions  have  acquired. 
Ladies  would  do  well  to  note  that  for  bridesmaids' 
frocks,  going-away  and  reception  gowns,  etc.,  special 
designs  are  prepared  to  meet  particular  requirements 
— this  department,  as  well  as  that  devoted  to  millinery, 
being  managed  by  a  modiste  of  exceptionally  high-class 
experience  gained  in  London  and  Paris.  Gowns,  cloaks, 
and  coats  for  walking,  driving,  and  travelling  are  also 
made  of  the  best  materials  in  the  very  latest  fashions. 
The  enterprise  thus  displayed  by  Mr.  Macnair  in  re- 
spect of  dressmaking  is  likewise  manifested  in  respect 
of  millinery.  But  the  sterner  sex  is  not  forgotten, 
and  an  experienced  cutter  and  a  select  staff  of 
workmen  are  retained  in  its  behalf,  though  not 
exclusively,  as  a  large  amount  of  ladies'  tailoring  also 
passes  through  their  hands.  Taste  and  discrimination 
in  the  selection  of  the  stock,  skill  and  intelligence  in  the 
executive  departments,  and  long  experience  and  admin- 
istrative ability  in  the  management  are  the  character- 
istics of  this  emporium.  No  expense  nor  trouble  is 
spared  to  procure  the  newest  and  best  goods  for  its 
numerous  patrons  or  to  maintain  its  skilled  staff  at  the 
highest  point  of  excellence.  Mr.  Macnair  has  good 
reason  to  congratulate  himself  on  his  long-continued 
success  and  to  feel  proud  of  that  widespread  apprecia- 
tion and  support  he  has  met  with  during  his  long  and 
prosperous  career.  Personally  he  is  a  gentleman  of 
courteous  and  pleasing  manners,  and  one  of  the  most 
accomplished  in  his  own  line  we  have  had  the  pleasure 
to  meet. 


ALEXANDER    MUIR,    Baker,   Reform    Square,    Campbeltown. 


The  oldest  baking  business  in  Campbeltown,  now 
owned  and  controlled  by  Mr.  Alexander  Muir,  was 
originally  established  in  1828  by  his  father,  Mr.  Samuel 
Muir,  who  died  about  nine  years  ago.  Mr.  Alexander 
Muir  has  had  a  life-long  experience  of  the  business, 
having  for  many  years  assisted  in  its  management  prior 
to  his  father's  decease.  During  the  lengthened  period 
of  the  control  of  the  late  owner  the  business  grew 
rapidly,  and  gradually  extended  its  connection  over  a 
wide  district.  The  late  owner,  too,  was  deservedly  one 
of  the  most  popular  men  in  Kintyre,  and  left  a  worthy 
name  to  his  successor,  which  we  are  pleased  to  record 
has  been  fully  sustained,  the  present  owner  inheriting  his 
father's  popularity  as  well  as  his  business.  Mr.  Muir's 
premises  consist  of  a  neat  shop  in  Reform  Square, 
suitably  fitted  up,  together  with  a  baking  establishment 
in  Custom  House  Close  near  by,  fitted  up,  too,  in  ad- 
mirable style.  We  understand  that  one  of  the  "  mys- 
teries of  history"  is  associated  with  this  bakehouse 
which,  in  the  title  deed,  is  designated  "  Castle  Clouts;  ' 


but  who  were  the  builders,  or  whose  the  original  heritage, 
tradition  sayeth  not.  Some  of  the  traces  of  its  olden 
glory  may  yet  be  seen  in  its  antique  fireplaces  and 
mantels,  which  remain  in  situ ;  and,  if  the  Muse  of 
History  should  ever  produce  the  record  of  its  past,  no 
doubt  it  would  be  found  as  interesting  as  any  of  those 
appertaining  to  this  home  of  the  Campbells.  But  to 
return  to  the  modern  aspect  of  the  bakery ;  we  were 
pleased  to  observe  the  neat  and  orderly  arrangement  of 
the  place,  and  the  care  that  had  been  evidently  given  to 
the  perfecting  of  its  equipment.  Both  plain  and  fancy 
bread  is  made,  only  the  finest  brands  of  flour  being  used. 
The  ovening  is  done  to  a  nicety,  and  cannot  fail  to 
secure  the  admiration  of  all  lovers  of  thoroughly  baked 
bread.  The  trade  is  local,  and  gives  employment  to  a 
numerous  and  select  staff.  Mr.  Muir  himself  attends  to 
the  general  direction  of  the  establishment,  and  is  well 
known  to  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  clients,  by  whom 
he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 
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ALEXANDER    WATSON,    Woollen    Draper,    Silk    Mercer,    &c, 
Back    Street,    Campbeltown. 


Although  Campbeltown  is  now  chiefly  remarkable 
for  the  sizeand  importance  of  its  distilleries,  it  contains  at 
least  one  establishment  which  is  noted  as  a  trading  rather 
than  an  industrial  concern  ;  this  is  the  emporium  of  Mr. 
Alexander  Watson,  woollen  draper,  silk  mercer,  etc.,  of 
Back  Street. 

This  emporium  is  really  a  very  handsome  and 
imposing  one — the  finest  certainly  in  Campbeltown — and 
it  is  more  suggestive  of  London  or  Edinburgh  than  the 
comparatively  small  town  in  which  it  is  situated. 
Exteriorly  it  is  attractive  inasmuch  as  it  has  two  immense 
windows  beautifully  dressed  and  containing  all  the 
latest  and  choicest  novelties.  For  the  fair  sex,  therefore, 
it  has  an  irresistible  fascination,  and  their  appreciation 
is  well  deserved ;  for,  though  Campbeltown  may,  in  one 
sense,  be  considered  remote  from  the  centres  of  fashion, 
Mr.  Alexander  Watson  takes  care  that  his  patrons 
are  kept  up  to  date  as  regards  the  wares  he  introduces. 
The  interior  of  the  shop  is  worthy  of  its  exterior.  It  is  a 
square  built,  compact  looking,  and  commodious  warehouse 
lined  with  shelves  containing  a  bewildering  variety  of 
goods  affording  an  embarrassment  of  choice  to  customers. 
This  multifarious  stock  is  excellently  arranged,  and 
anything  desired  can  be  placed  before  an  enquirer 
without  a  moment's  delay.  The  stock  must  be  as 
valuable  as  it  is  diversified,  for  it  includes  some  fabrics 
of  exquisite  quality.  Particularly  are  the  silk  goods  of 
this  description,  but  there  is  scarcely  anything  incidental 
to  the  requirements  of  fashion  or  luxury  which  cannot 
be  obtained  at  this  establishment.  Of  drapery  there  is 
a  splendid  assortment ,  and  high-class  millinery  constitutes 
a  very  important  and  interesting  feature  of  the  establish- 


ment. Every  kind  of  dress  material  is  here  in  excep- 
tional effusion,  including  not  only  silks  and  satins,  but 
prints,  tweeds,  etc.  The  woollens  include  blankets, 
flannels,  and  every  requisite  either  for  personal  wear  or 
bed  covering.  The  stock  of  small  wrares  of  itself  is  a 
most  formidable  one  ;  for  there  is  a  section  devoted  to 
trimmings  and  another  to  miscellaneous  articles  such  as 
travelling  bags,  work-boxes,  etc.  Mr.  Watson — as  so 
considerable  an  establishment  naturally  suggests — enjoys 
a  very  large  trade — a  trade  which  extends  over  Kintyre 
and  as  far  afield  as  Oban.  Apart  from  the  importance 
of  his  business  as  a  trading  concern,  it  should  be 
explained  that  at  his  establishment  millinery,  dress- 
making, and  tailoring  are  also  carried  on  by  experienced 
hands,  and  that  in  respect  of  these  practical  departments 
he  has  a  wide  connection. 

The  workshops  are  not  attached  to  the  public 
establishment,  but  are  situated  on  the  other  side  of  the 
street.  The  celerity  and  efficiency  with  which  mourning 
orders  can  be  executed  have  secured  for  the  establish- 
ment of  Mr.  Alexander  Watson  a  repute  which  is  not 
merely  local.  The  business  under  consideration  is  not 
one  of  mushroom  growth,  but  was  founded  over  50  years 
ago  by  Mr.  Alexander  Lore,  who  was  succeeded  in  1872 
by  Mr.  Alexander  Watson.  The  latter  gentleman  has 
since  then  as  principal  proved  himself  to  be  possessed 
of  high  business  qualities,  of  enterprise,  and  sound 
judgment.  Necessarily,  his  time  and  attention  are 
mainly  absorbed  by  the  important  concern  he  conducts, 
but  he  has,  as  a  Conservative,  devoted  some  consideration 
to  politics,  and  is  a  gentleman  who  is  both  well  known 
and  respected  in  the  district. 


LLOYD'S    HOTEL,    Campbeltown.     Mr.    Robert    M'Cuaig,    Proprietor. 


This  popular  establishment  was  inaugurated  about 
thirty  years  ago  by  Mr.  James  Young,  an  Ex-Inland 
Revenue  Supervisor,  and  has  been  controlled  by  the 
present  enterprising  and  accomplished  owner  for  the 
last  eighteen  years. 

The  hotel  faces  the  Bay,  and  is  a  handsome  and 
substantial  structure  of  the  solid  type  of  architecture, 
characteristic  of  the  last  age,  preserving  the  same 
features  in  the  heavy  mantles,  strong  doors,  and  fine 
carved  work  of  the  interior.  The  ground  floor  is  appro- 
priated to  the  buffet,  sitting  rooms,  and  culinary 
departments,  and  the  first  floor  to  dining  and  commercial 
rooms.  Part  of  the  first  floor,  however,  and  the  whole 
of  the  third  flat  are  devoted  to  bedrooms,  the  total 
accommodation  being  sufficient  for  about  a  hundred 
guests.  Further  accommodation  is  provided  in  a  large 
canvas-covered  saloon,  facing  the  Bay,  for  dining  extra 
visitors,  when  a  "rush"  renders  it  necessary,  or  when 
large  excursion  parties  have  to  be  catered  for.  The 
striking  feature  of  the  place  throughout  is  its  comfort 
and  home-likeness,  a  feature  now  almost  banished  from 
the  hotel  world.  Mr.  M'Cuaig  himself  is  the  good 
genius  of  the  establishment,  and  possesses  the  rare 
faculty  of  "  hosting"  in  a  remarkable  degree.  Knowing 
how  to  make  his  guests  at  home,  and  doing  so,  he  is  also 


indefatigable  in  providing  for  their  creature  comforts. 
The  cuisine  of  Lloyd's  Hotel  is  famous  far  and  wide, 
being  only  excelled  by  the  reputation  of  its  cellars, 
which  contain  one  of  the  finest  and  most  complete 
selections  of  rare  beverages  in  the  Kingdom.  The 
attendance — thanks  to  the  large  and  select  staff  main- 
tained— is  prompt  and  courteous,  and  the  tariff,  by 
general  admission,  is  the  most  moderate  in  these  parts, 
The  popular  and  widely-known  proprietor  has  his 
heart  in  the  business,  and  of  it  him  it  might  be  said 
"  Hospes  nascitur  nonfit."  Beyond  the  limits  of  his  local 
business  Mr  M'Guiag  is  a  general  caterer  for  Argyleshire, 
and  particularly  for  the  Volunteers,  he  himself  being  an 
enthusiastic  "  citizen  soldier."  For  fifteen  years  he  has 
creditably  provided  for  the  summer  encampments  in 
Argyleshire,  and  what  this  means  will  be  understood 
when  we  state  that  this  year  he  is  responsible  for  the 
mess  of  some  fifteen  hundred  men  at  Inverary,  certainly 
no  small  undertaking.  But  whatever  he  undertakes  he 
undertakes  "  with  his  might,"  and  no  man  is  better 
known  in  the  West  than  he,  not  even  the  Macallum  More 
himself.  In  Campbeltown,  especially,  his  name  is  a 
household  word,  and  the  visitor  or  business  man  who 
knows  not  the  genial  proprietor  of  "  Lloyd's  "  must  be  a 
new  Rip  Van  Winkle. 
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MESSRS.    P.    MACKAY  &    Co.,  Joiners,    Coach    and    Cart    Builders,    and    Blacksmiths, 

Glebe    Street,    Campbeltown. 


The  above  is  one  of  the  most  important  and  note- 
worthy firms  in  Campbeltown,  and  has  been  established 
about  twenty-five  years.  The  founder,  Mr.  Peter 
Mackay,  is  still  the  principal  proprietor,  and  personally 
directs  all  its  operations.  The  premises  consist  of  a  com- 
modious building  of  two  storeys,  with  a  large  yard  front 
and  rear.  The  sawmill  occupies  the  lower  portion  of  the 
building  and  contains  a  fine  plant  of  new  and  improved 
labour-saving  machinery  for  boring,  turning,  tenoning, 
mortising,  etc.,  as  well  as  several  kinds  of  sawing  appli- 
ances. These  are  driven  by  a  powerful  gas-engine.  The 
second  floor  contains  the  joiners'  shop  and  the  coach- 
building  department.  In  both  lines  the  firm  enjoy  a 
special  reputation,  the  perfection  of  the  workmanship 
and  the  lowness  of  the  prices,  owing  to  the  fine  appli- 
ances in  use,  being  entirely  in  the  firm's  favour.  To  the 
rear  is  the  blacksmiths'  shop,  fitted  with  machine-tools 
suitable  for  this  particular  business,  hearths,  etc.  There 
are  also  several  other  shops  devoted  to  coach  finishing. 
The  firm  have  a  flourishing  connection.  They 
do  the  principal  business  in  the  coach  and  cart 
building  of  the  district,  including  brakes  and  coaches 
for  the  hotels.  The  concern  was  burnt  down  some 
eight    years    ago,    which    caused     some     loss    to    the 


owner,  but,  on  re-building  it,  the  present  fine  plant  was 
put  down  with  the  results  we  have  indicated.  Mr. 
Mackay  is  a  master  of  the  business  in  all  its  branches, 
and  possesses  a  practical  knowledge  of  his  business.  He 
has  invented  a  Hayrick  Lifter,  which  we  venture  to 
think  requires  only  to  be  known  in  order  to  be  univer- 
sally adopted.  An  appliance  of  this  kind  has  long  been 
wanted  by  agriculturists,  but  the  attempts  hitherto  made 
have  had  no  success.  Mr.  Mackay's  Patent  Lifter  is 
very  simple  in  construction.  It  consists  of  three  legs, 
united  at  the  top  and  secured  by  stays,  sufficiently  high 
to  lift  a  hayrick  bodily  and  place  it  on  the  cart.  The 
modus  operandi  is  simple.  Forks  are  passed  under  the 
rick  and  attached  to  the  hook  of  a  double  set  of  pulleys, 
so  that  one  man  can  do  all  the  work  in  from  three  to 
five  minutes.  The  Lifter  runs  on  wheels  and  can  be 
moved  anywhere  without  trouble.  At  a  recent  trial  of 
this  machine,  twenty-eight  carts  were  loaded  in  sixty- 
two  minutes.  We  think  this  a  most  important  invention, 
and  have  noticed  it  at  length  in  the  hope  of  bringing  it 
prominently  before  the  wide  constituency  of  our  readers. 
Those  interested  can  have  fuller  particulars  by  commu- 
nicating with  the  maker  and  inventor  at  the  above 
address. 


JAMES    CAMPBELL,    Grain     and     Provision     Merchant,     Longrow,    Campbeltown. 


This  substantial  business  has  been  established  some 
seventy  years,  for  the  last  forty  of  which  it  has  been 
controlled  by  the  present  popular  owner,  Mr.  James 
Campbell.  The  establishment  offers  every  accommo- 
dation for  a  trade  of  very  large  dimensions,  the 
commodious  centre  shop  being  flanked  on  both  sides  by 
very  capacious  stores,  Avith  further  large  storage  to  the 
rear.  The  stock  is  a  very  comprehensive  one,  including 
fine  groceries  and  provisions,  general  goods,  and  farmers' 
specialities.  Meal  and  flour  are  dealt  in  very  largely 
both  retail  and  wholesale,  as  well  as  artificial  manures. 
The  house  is  largely  patronised  by  the  agriculturalists  of 
Kintyre,  and  its  general  character  may  be  described  in 
a  few  words  as  aiming  to  supply  every  possible  requisite 
for  household  or  farm  use,  so  far  as  they  come  within 
the  scope  of  the  trade.  Mr.  Campbell  looks  after  the 
interests  of  the  business  himself,  but  has  always  time  for 


a  chat  with  his  country  friends,  who  rarely  pass  the 
place  without  pulling  up.  The  local  trade  is  also  very 
substantial,  and  the  whole  business  has  long  been 
amongst  the  most  prosperous  in  the  town.  The  pro- 
prietor is  well  knowm  all  over  the  promontory,  has  been 
for  many  years  a  Town  Councillor  and  a  Bailie,  and  is 
a  pleasant  and  courteous  gentleman.  He  is  also  an 
excellent  man  of  business,  and  "keeps  his  shop"  in  the 
most  enterprising  and  admirable  manner. 

Mr.  Campbell  is  also  factor  for  a  large  amount  of 
property  in  Campbeltown,  and  to  him  belongs  the  credit 
of  having  started  the  weekly  sales  of  sheep  and  cattle 
which  are  held  at  the  Auction  Mart,  Kinloch  Road,  so 
largely  patronised  by  farmers,  cattle  dealers,  &c.  The 
auctioneer  is  Mr.  Angus  Macdonald,  a  son-in-law  of  Mr. 
Campbell's. 


DUMFRIES. 


CRICHTON     ROYAL     INSTITUTION,     DUMFRIES. 


While  Glasgow  is  the  centre  of  life  and  commerce 
for  the  entire  West  of  Scotland,  we  find  not  a  few 
vigorous  and  prosperous  towns  as  we  travel  towards  the 
south  -  west  section  of  the  country.  By  one  railway 
route  we  pass  Barrhead,  by  another  Beith,  on  our  way 
to  Dumfries  or  to  Maybole,  Girvan,  Stranraer, — all  of 
them  provincial  towns  of  industrial  energy  and  growing 
commerce.  Galloway,  too,  has  its  rising  towns — Castle 
Douglas,  Newton  Stewart,  Dalbeattie,  &c. 
But  the  "  Queen  of  the  South  "  is 

DUMFRIES, 

the  chief  emporium  for  the  south-western  counties  of 
"  Bonnie  Scotland."  The  farmers  and  tradesmen  and 
men  of  commerce  find  here  a  wide  market,  and  the 
tweed  manufacture  of  the  world  has  here  one  of  its 
busiest  sources  of  supply  in  its  great  mills,  which  employ 


hundreds  of  hands.  From  its  railway  station,  lines 
diverge  north,  south,  east,  and  west.  Not  only  has 
Dumfries  tweed  mills  and  markets  for  farm  produce  and 
large  stores  of  goods  in  its  well-stocked  shops  in  High 
Street,  Buccleuch  Street,  &c,  but  it  has  much  both  of 
historical  interest  and  natural  beauty  to  attract  the 
visitor,  and  hundreds  of  tourists  stop  and  visit  its  more 
famous  scenes. 

The  best  bits  in  its  history  are  comparatively 
modern.  Whether  it  is  true  or  not  that  the  Roman 
forces  founded  the  town,  we  know  that  it  was  William 
the  Lion  who,  by  special  charter,  gave  it  the  dignity  of 
Royal  Burgh.  When  Scotland  was  fighting  for  its 
independence,  Dumfries,  lying  so  near  the  Border  and 
on  the  highway  to  the  heart  of  the  country,  was  lost  and 
won,  and  won  and  lost,  many  a  time  by  the  rival 
ravaging  forces.     The  old  Castle,  over  whose  site  Grey- 
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friars  Church  steeple  now  rises  aloft,  was  now  held  by 
Edward  I.  and  now  by  Robert  Bruce.  And  in  the  old 
Border  feuds  and  forays,  Dumfries  had  its  stirring  part. 
Amongst  other  antiquities  of  interest  are  the  Fran- 
ciscan Monastery  on  the  Vennel  ;  the  old  bridge  across 


"&*», 


himself  to  Dumfries  town,  where,  as  an   exciseman   in 

the  street  now  named  after  him,   he  lived  his  clouded 

later  years.    A  pure  white  Carrara  marble  statue  stands 

in  the  heart  of  the  town  to  commemorate  him.     In  a 

house  at  the  foot  of  Mill  Street  he  closed  his  chequered 

career  at  the  age  of  38,  and  his  remains  were 

laid  in  St.  Michael's  Churchyard,  afterwards 

under  the  magnificent    mausoleum  —  like    a 

Grecian  temple  —  which  towers  high  enough 

to  catch  the  eye  from  every  quarter. 


Fro  n  Photo  by  Messrs.  Currie  &  Co.,  Dumfries. 

the  Nith,  aged  and  frail  with  the  wear  of  floods  and  of 
six  centuries,  only  six  of  its  nine  arches  remaining 
to-day;  and  the  Mid-Steeple,  about  which  Burns 
sang  :— 

"  Who  will  not  sing  God  save  the  King, 
Shall  hang  as  high's  the  steeple." 

It   is   Burns  who  consecrates   Dumfries  to  literature 


MJO     STEEPLE. 

From  Photo  by  Messrs.  Currie  &  Co.,  Dumfries. 

and  presides  over  it  as  its  literary  genius.  Within 
driving  distance,  beside  the  banks  of  the  Nith,  stands 
Ellisland,  the  farm  to  which  Burns  took  his  bonnie 
Jean,  Jean  Armour,  where  he  composed  his  "Tarn 
o'  Shanter,"  "John  Anderson,  my  Jo,"  "  O'  a'  the  airts 
the  wind  can  blaw,"  and  many  more  of  his  choicest 
poems.     But  farming  failed  in  his  hands,  and  he  betook 


From  Photo  by  Messrs.  Currie  &  Co.,  Dumfries. 


Sir       Walter 

Scott,    too,     has 

associations  with 

Dumfries.       His 

''  Redgauntlet , " 

named  Grieroom 

of       Lag,        the 

notorious    perse" 

cutor,      occupied 

a       house      (the 

Turnpike)  beside  the  Commercial  Hotel.       Carlaverock 

Castle,    seven    miles    towards    the    Solway,    was    the 

"  Ellangowan  "  of  Guy  Mannering.    And  close  beside  that 

spot,    at    Bank   End,    Robert   Paterson,    Scott's    "  Old 

Mortality,"  lies  buried.     On  the  other  side  of  Dumfries, 

at   Irongray,    the   original  of  "  Jeanie  Deans"    (Helen 

Walker)  has  her  grave,  marked  by  a  memorial   stone 

erected  by  the  great  novelist. 


Fro. 


CARLAVEROCK    CASTLE. 

«  Photo  by    Messrs.  Currie  &  Co.,  Dumfries. 
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Historical  Dumfries. 


Nor  does  this  by  any  means  exhaust  the  interest  that 
gathers  round  Dumfries.  Lincluden  Abbey,  by  winding 
Nith,  takes  us  to  the  ruins   of  a  Benedictine  convent. 


BURNS'    MAUSOLEUM   >s<  >n«ii  o»»nl 

From  Photo  by  Carrie  &  Co.,  Dumfries. 


The  Dumfries  Academy,  a  massive  structure,  has  a  large 
provincial  fame  as  an  educational  institution.  Some  13 
churches  "  grace  "  the  town,  among  others  Greyfriars, 


the  chief  ornament  ot  the  central  streets,  and  St.  Mary's, 
crowning  the  Crystal  Mount,  where  the  gibbet  stood  in 
olden  times  and  did  its  fell  work.  Good  hotels  invite 
the  visitor  to  stay  and  study  all  the  scenes  of  interest. 
In  one  of  these  is  "  Prince  Charlie's  Room,"  where  the 
Pretender  sat  in  state,  levied  taxes,  and  held  councils 
of  war.  The  favourite  haunt  of  Burns  was  the  Globe 
Tavern,  up  a  close  off  Bank  Street,  but,  no  doubt,  the 


From  Photo  by  Currie  &  Co.,  Dumfries. 

jovial  bard  frequented  most  of  the  taverns  of  the  place. 
We  can  only  name  such  places  as  the  Observatory  and 
Corberry  Hill  (places  from  which  Dumfries  may  be  seen 
entire),  the  Hospital,  Infirmary,  and  Crichton  Asylum  ; 
and  commend  this  "  Queen  of  the  South  "  as  amongst  the 
most  interesting  and  prosperous  towns  in  the  south  of 
Scotland. 


mm- 


SWEETHEART     ABBEY. 

From  Photo  by  Currie  &  Co.,  Dumfries, 
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MESSRS.    JAMES    DINWIDDIE    &    CO.,     Hosiery    Manufacturers,    Bridge    Bank    Factory, 

Dumfries.      Works — King    Street,     Maxwelltown. 


From  a  social  point  of  view,  and  for  other  considerations, 
it  is  unfortunate  that  the  tendency  of  modern  times  has 
been    to    concentrate    industries    in    large    centres   of 
population,  where,  amid  unwholesome  surroundings,  the 
life  of  the  worker  is  apt  to  be  one  of  hideous  monotony 
and  discomfort.     Much  better  would  it  be  in  every  way 
if  productive  industries  were  more  distributed  throughout 
the  country,  so  that  the  working  classes  might  live  amid 
pleasanter  and  more  wholesome  conditions.     Moreover, 
such  distribution  would  greatly  stimulate  the  prosperity 
of  the  smaller  towns,  some  of  which,  during  recent  years, 
have  suffered  from  the  prevailing  agricultural  depression. 
In  this  respect    Scotland  is  somewhat  better  off  than 
England,    some   thriving    industries   being    located    in 
very  picturesque  neighbourhoods,  where  the  people  may 
live    healthful   lives  and   enjoy    their   leisure   time.     A 
notable   example    of  this   is    afforded   in    the   town    of 
Dumfries,  charmingly  situated  on  the  river  Nith,   and 
one  of  the  most  delightful  towns  of  its  class  to  be  found 
anywhere.     And    the    preceding   remarks    apply    with 
special    force   to   the   establishment    of   Messrs.    James 
Dinwiddie  &  Co.,  Hosiery  Manufacturers  of  that  town. 
At  the  establishment  of  that  firm  about   300  hands  are 
constantly    employed.       So    large    a    staff  necessarily 
implies  the  disbursement  of  a  considerable  sum  in  wages, 
and   the  expenditure  of  their  earnings  by  the  workers 
naturally  benefits  the  shopkeepers  and  property  owners. 
Such  an  industry,  consequently,  is  a  local  boon,  and  its 
promoters   are  amongst  the  chief  benefactors  of  their 
town.     It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that,  when  industries 
of  this  class  are  carried  on  in  small  towns,  the  wages  are 
meagre,  on  the  score  that  living  is  cheaper  than  in   the 
great  centres  of  population.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  though 
in  certain  branches  of  weaving  in  Scotland  there  has  for 
long   been   great    depression,    and   the   old   hand-loom, 
"  wabster,"    has    come    to   be    regarded    as    typically 
impoverished,     individually    the    hands     employed     at 
Messrs.  Dinwiddie's  establishment  make  what  must  be 
considered  as  very  fair  wages.     Generally  speaking  they 
are  paid  by  the  piece, except  in  the  finishing  department. 
Under  the  scale  of  piece  prices  the  amount  of  the  wages 
necessarily  varies,  ranging  in  the  case  of  male  workers 
from  £1  to  £2   10s.   per  week,  and  in   the   case  of  the 
female   hands  from   eight  to  fifteen  shillings.     Besides 
the  hands  employed  on  the  premises  the  firm  still  employ 
a  number  of  people  in  the  countryside,  who  work  hand- 
frames  supplied  by  the  firm.     By  encouraging  cottage 
industries,  therefore,  the  firm  benefit  the  rural  districts 
as  well  as  the  town  of  Dumfries.     Another  thing  particu- 
larly notable  is  the  healthfulness  of  the  works,  which  are 
roomy,  well  lighted,  and  picturesquely    situated  on  the 
banks  of  the   River   Nith.     Very  pleasantly,   in  all  re- 
spects,   do    they   compare  with  the   dingy,  stuffy,  and 
malodorous  factories  of  congested  districts.     They  are, 
indeed,  model  factories  as  regards  order,  capacity,  and 
sanitary    conditions.       Consistently,  however,  the  firm 
have    done    everything  possible    to    promote    the  well- 
being  and  comfort  of  their    employees,  and    by    them, 
as  well   as    by    the    customers  of  the  firm  and  by  the 
public,  Messrs.  Dinwiddie  &  Co.  are  held  in  the  highest 
esteem. 


From  what  has  been  said  it  must  be  obvious  that  a 
widely  extensive  business  must  be  carried  on  by  the 
firm,  having  regard  to  the  large  number  of  persons  for 
whom  they  find  employment ;  and  so,  indeed,  it  is,  for  the 
specialities  of  the  firm  are  all  of  the  finer  qualities  and 
higher  classes  of  Scotch  underwear,  in  which  they  have 
few  compeers.  Such  is  the  reputation  of  the  products 
from  their  factory  that  these  goods  are  transmitted  to 
all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  to  many  places 
abroad.  At  the  Edinboro'  Exhibition  in  1890,  a  gold 
medal  was  awarded  for  the  superior  quality  and  finish  of 
their  goods.  The  firm's  specialities  include  the  manu- 
facture of  various  kinds  of  underwear  of  the  most  ap- 
proved make  and  finish.  The  yarns  made  use  of  are 
obtained  direct  from  the  spinners,  chiefly  Scotch,  which 
practically  amounts  to  saying  the  best  made  anywhere. 
Those  selected  are  soft,  warm,  and  fleecy,  and  in  the  pro- 
cess of  manufacture  at  Messrs.  Dinwiddie  &  Co.'s  these 
qualities  are  retained  ;  all  artificial  finish  and  dressings 
being  carefully  avoided.  No  more  comfortable  under- 
garments can  therefore  be  obtained  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  United  Kingdom  than  are 
manufactured  by  this  firm. 

As  regards  styles,  all  the  latest  and  most  approved 
patterns  have  been  adopted  in  the  make  of  drawers, 
singlets,  vests,  and  combinations.  For  feminine  wear 
combination  garments  are  made  to  fit  the  figure,  thus 
ensuring  warmth  and  comfort.  It  has  pretty  generally 
come  to  be  recognised  that  woollen  underclothing  should 
be  worn  in  summer  as  well  as  in  winter,  but  many  people 
find  woollen  wear  rather  heavy  in  warm  weather.  That 
objection  is,  however,  met  by  the  introduction  of  gauze 
wools,  merinoes,  and  silks.  The  greatest  care,  it  should 
be  added,  is  exercised  in  the  selection  of  the  yarns  ;  most 
of  the  wools  used  are  in  their  natural  colour  and  texture. 
As  regards  the  mechanical  arrangements,  it  should  be 
stated  that  the  most  modern  machinery  is  used  to 
facilitate  the  effective  and  speedy  execution  of  the  work. 
Nearly  all  the  frames  are  of  what  is  called  the  two 
division  type,  that  is  to  say,  on  each  of  them  two  gar- 
ments may  be  worked  at  once — a  most  ingenious 
mechanical  contrivance.  But  there  are  others  even 
more  ingenious ;  for  the  firm's  plant  includes  some 
capable  of  making  sections  of  three  or  four  different 
garments  at  each  draw  of  the  slur. 

The  works  are  admirably  adapted  for  the  purposes 
of  the  manufacture  in  its  various  departments,  and  com- 
prise, in  addition  to  the  premises  devoted  to  the  earlier 
process,  a  finishing  department  situated  on  the  east 
side  of  the  River  Nith,  whose  waters  are  exceptionally 
soft,  and  impart  a  perfect  purity  to  the  finish.  There 
are  also  well-appointed  offices.  The  business  was  es- 
tablished about  the  year  1829,  and  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  third  generation,  viz.,  Mr.  William  Alexander 
Dinwiddie  and  Mr.  Lauderdale  Maitland  Dinwiddie. 
The  former  gentleman  occupies  several  public  positions, 
where  the  general  interests  of  the  public  receive  his 
best  attention.  The  firm  are  represented  in  London  by 
Mr.  W.  F.  Rickard,  59,  Aldermanbury  ;  and  Mr.  J.  D. 
Phillips,  2,  Gutter  Lane,  Cheapside.  Also  in  Paris  by 
Mr.  R.  D.  Liddell ;  and  in  the  Australian  Colonies  by 
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Mr.  J.  Stewart,  Melbourne.  The  prohibition  tariff 
having  excluded  goods  of  this  kind  from  the  American 
markets,  the  firm  are  not  represented  in  that  country 
now. 

"British  Manufacture  versus  Foreign. —  Woolly  Winter. 
— The  return  of  frost  and  cold  winds  has  brought  home  to  all 
of  us  the  need  of  warmer  garments  than  have  been  worn  during 
the  autumn,  and  medical  men  throughout  the  country  are  now 
busy  impressing  on  their  delicate  patients  the  wisdom  of 
adopting  woollen  underclothing,  even  in  spite  of  cutaneous 
irritation.  It  may  not  be  inopportune  therefore  at  this  season, 
and  at  a  time  when  so  many  of  our  work-people  are  unemployed 
and  half-starving,  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  British 
Hosiery  is  for  all  hygienic  purposes,  as  well  as  ior  comfort, 
fully  equal  to  those  articles  of  woollen  underclothing  of  foreign 
manufacture  with  which  our  markets  are  flooded,  and  which 
are  vaunted  as  possessing  special  virtues.  What  are  called  in 
the  trade  Scotch  goods,  but  which  are  really  made  in  England 
as  well  as  in  Scotland,  are  in  all  respects  as  shapely  and 
wholesome  underclothes  as  any  that  are  to  be  purchased,  and 
can  be  had  at  a  lower  price  than  the  imported  goods  which 
compete  with  them,  and  which,  by  dint  of  diligent  puffing,  have 
in  some  measure  supplanted  them.  They  are  made  of  the 
finest  and  purest  wool,  unmixed  with  cotton  or  linen  fibre,  and 
of  its  natural  colour,  so  that  it  is  free  from  any  injurious  dye. 
They  are  of  soft,  elastic,  open  texture,  being  lightly  milled,  or 
not  at  all  in  some  cases,  and  thus  afford  a  ready  exit  for  all 
cutaneous  exhalations,  and  contrast  favourably  with  some 
German  makes,  especially  in  the  thicker  substances,  which  are 


heavily  milled,  brushed,  and  matted.  They  are  made  of 
various  thicknesses,  from  a  fine  gauze  up  to  a  fleecy  flannel, 
and  can  therefore  be  obtained  suitable  for  summer,  autumn, 
or  winter  wear,  for  those  who  are  young,  robust,  and  vigorous, 
and  for  those  who  are  aged,  infirm,  or  of  languid  circulation. 
They  are  skilfully  shaped  on  anatomical  principles,  and  really 
insure  a  good  fit,  which  their  Continental  rivals  do  notoften  do, 
as  they  are  for  the  most  part  cut  out  of  webbing.  And,  lastly, 
they  are  free  from  the  clumsy,  and  often  irritable,  seams  which 
are  found  in  foreign  underclothing,  and  are  so  well  made  that 
they  stand  wear  and  tear.  Any  medical  man  comparing 
Scotch  with  German  hosiery  will  unhesitatingly  give  the 
preference  to  the  former  on  all  sanitary  grounds.  The  popu- 
larity which  the  latter  has  attained  has  really  arisen  out  of 
exaggerated  notions  as  to  what  it  is  possible  for  woollen 
clothing  to  accomplish  in  the  preservation  of  health  and  the 
prolongation  of  life,  together  with  an  unreasonable  faith  in 
German  Science.  In  justice  to  our  own  work-people  and 
manufacturers  in  these  bad  times,  it  is  desirable  that  a  foolish 
prejudice  which  has  been  greatly  to  the  detriment  of  a  section 
of  them  should  be  dissipated,  and  that  British  hosiery  should 
be  rehabilitated  in  public  esteem.  And  members  of  the  medi- 
cal profession  can  do  more  than  any  others  to  accomplish  this 
by  assuring  those  who  consult  them  that,  in  the  hand-frame 
hosiery  made  at  their  own  doors,  they  have  underclothing  of 
unsurpassed  softness,  cheapness,  and  durability,  which  will 
ward  off  all  disease  and  promote  health  as  faithfully  and  suc- 
cessfully as  it  is  in  the  power  of  any  underclothing  to  do." — 
British  Medical  Journal. 


ROBERT    BARBOUR,    Silk    Mercer,    Clothier,    Ladies'    and    Gentlemen's    Outfitter, 

J33.    High    Street,    Dumfries. 


The  comprehensive  and  high-class  drapery  and 
general  outfitting  business  carried  on  in  Dumfries  by 
Mr.  Robert  Barbour  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  town, 
and  has  kept  pace,  during  the  space  of  almost  a  century, 
with  the  wants  and  wishes  of  successive  generations  of 
customers.  The  business  was  originally  founded  by 
Mr.  Berwick,  and  succeeded  by  Mr.  Grierson,  who 
carried  it  on  some  36  years,  the  business  eventually 
being  taken  up  by  Mr.  Barbour.  Before  the  acquisition 
of  Mr.  Grierson's  business,  Mr.  Barbour  had  been  in 
business  for  himself  next  door,  and  has  had,  altogether, 
a  lengthened  business  career  of  thirty-five  years.  His 
premises  at  the  above  address  have  excellent  facilities 
for  window  display,  while  the  handsome  appointments 
of  the  main  shop  serve  admirably  to  set  off  the  rich  and 
varied  stock  of  goods  held.  The  shop  runs  back  some 
60  feet,  and  communicates  by  a  wide  and  easy  stairway 
of  polished  pine,  with  the  several  departments  located 
on  the  floor  above.  These  include  a  fancy  dress  room 
devoted  to  silks  and  fine  dress  goods,  and  a  shawl 
department  specially  fixtured.  Over  the  next  two  shops 
are  fine  mantle  and  millinery  showrooms,  excellently 
lighted  by  large  windows  and  richly  appointed  in  all 
details,  and  several  convenient  fitting  rooms.  These 
include  a  fine  millinery  and  mantle  showroom,  excel- 
lently lighted  by  large  windows  and  richly  appointed 
in  all  its  details.  Over  the  next  two  shops  a  fancy 
dress  room  (specially  fixtured)  devoted  to  silks  and 
fine  dress  goods,  and  several  fitting  rooms.  These 
rooms  are  all  richly  carpeted  and  fitted  up  with 
mirrors  and  other  suitable  decorations.  The  milliners' 
and  modistes'  workrooms  are  also  on  this  floor,  and  give 
employment  to  a  large  select  staff.     The  upper  floor  is 


occupied  entirely  as  workrooms — mantle-making,  dress- 
making, and  tailoring.  In  addition,  there  are  capacious 
ware-rooms  for  accommodating  the  general  stock.  The 
total  number  of  hands  employed  averages  about  eighty. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  describe  here  the  new  and 
handsome  stocks  to  be  seen  in  all  departments,  in- 
cluding a  complete  assortment  of  home  and  foreign 
silks  ;  the  newest  patterns  and  materials  in  dress  goods  ; 
the  specialities  of  the  millinery,  mantle,  hosiery,  and 
hat  departments ;  the  costly  furs,  shawls,  and  scarfs  ; 
the  underclothing  materials,  curtains,  and  napery ;  or  the 
thousand  and  one  items  that  go  to  complete  the  equip- 
ment of  a  first-class  modern  establishment  of  this 
description.  Both  in  the  selection  of  fashionable  goods 
and  in  their  making-up,  the  establishment  is  fully  iu 
touch  with  the  latest  idea  of  London  and  Paris,  and  is 
able  to  place  at  the  service  of  its  customers  all  the 
advantages  supposed  to  be  derived  from  dealing  at 
these  headquarters  of  fashion.  Mr.  Barbour  has  evi- 
dently specialised  the  whole  business,  and,  whether 
called  upon  to  produce  a  riding  or  walking  outfit,  a 
tailor-made  jacket  or  a  rich  livery,  is  always  found  to 
be  perfectly  equal  to  the  occasion.  He  enjoys,  wc  need 
not  say,  a  high-class  and  representative  patronage,  and 
fully  merits  the  reputation  he  has  won  by  the  skilful  and 
accomplished  way  in  which  he  has  so  long  directed  the 
operations  of  his  fashionable  establishment.  It  must  also 
be  noted  that  Mr.  Barbour  is  sole  agent  for  Messrs. 
Liberty  and  Co.'s  Art  fabrics  in  the  South  of  Scot- 
land. Personally  he  has  won  a  wide  popularity,  and  is 
closely  identified  with  all  agencies  for  promoting  the 
well-beingf  of  the  town  of  Dumfries. 
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MR.    J.    W.     DODS,    Architectural,     Monumental,    &    Art    Sculptor,    Dumfries. 


The  apparent  costliness  of  really  high-class  sculpture 
for  architectural  and  monumental  purposes  is,  per- 
haps, the  main  reason  why  this  immemorial  branch  of 
an  artistic  industry  has  declined  of  late  years.  When 
we  are,  however,  fully  cognisant  of  the  amount  of  time, 
the  ability,  and  the  labour  required  to  produce  work  of 
this  kind  which  possesses  artistic  merit  of  a  high  order, 
it  will  be  generally  conceded  that  this  industry  gives 
'•good  value  for  money."  Statues  or  pieces  of  sculp- 
ture of  any  size  or  style,  and  whose  beauty  depends  to  a 
great  extent  on  the  genius  of  the  artist  who  created 
the  idea  which  served  as  its  pattern,  can  never  fade,  and 
bid  fair  to  last  for  an  indefinite  period  as  things  of 
beauty.  When  the  public  become  fully  enlightened 
with  respect  to  the  difficulty  and  delicacy  of  the  work 
and  the  costliness  of  the  materials  used,  it  is  possible 
that  this  immemorial  industry  will  once  more  be 
destined  to  flourish  as  it  deserves.  It  will  amply  repay 
for  the  time  expended  if  a  visit  is  made  to  the  works  of 
Mr.  John  W.  Dods,  architectural  and  art  monumental 
sculptor,  of  St.  Mary's  Place,  Dumfries.  Here  will  be 
found  every  description  of  ornamental  work  in  stone, 
granite,  and  marble,  and  the  ordinary  observer  will  see 
lor  himself  how  hours  of  hard  and  unceasing  labour 
(having  for  a  time  no  apparent  or  tangible  result)  will 
suddenly,  by  a  few  skilful  and  artistic  touches,  blossom 
forth  into  an  original  and  chaste  conception  of  remark- 
able delicacy.  Mr.  Dods,  who  is  well  known  and 
respected  in  the  district,  has  a  very  large  business  con- 
nection in  all  branches  of  his  trade,  sends  a  number  of 
monuments  to  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  does  a  large 
trade  in  England.  The  business  was  established  in 
1865  by  Mr.  Flint,  the  present  proprietor  succeeding  to 
it  about  10  years  ago.  At  the  entrance  to  the  works  we 
find  the  public  and  private  offices  of  the  firm,  each  of 
them  being  well  lighted  and  appointed,  and  containing 
some  specimens  of  work  executed  by  the  firm,  and 
pictorial  representations  of  specialities  supplied  at 
different  times  to  customers.  In  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  works  may  be  seen  a  splendid  collection 
of  high-class  sculpture  of  great  artistic  merit  :  figures, 


animals,  groups,  &c.  Some  remarkably  fine  medallions 
deserve  special  notice,  the  beaut}'  of  design  and  excel- 
lence of  finish  being  perfect.  This,  in  addition  to  the 
fact  that  many  of  them  are  excellent  portraits  of  the 
persons  they  are  intended  to  represent,  renders  them 
more  interesting  and  noticeable.  This  work  is  a 
speciality  of  Mr.  Dods',  and  the  medallions  which  are 
executed  by  him — the  portraits  from  photographs — are 
now  much  used  for  insertion  in  monuments  of  eminent 
personages.  Mr.  Dods  has  also  an  extensive  and 
beautiful  variety  of  monuments  in  marble,  granite,  and 
several  species  of  stone,  forming  altogether  such  a  col- 
lection of  artistic  merit  as  is  seldom  to  be  met  with  in 
one  establishment.  In  the  rear  of  this — the  chief  de- 
partment— there  are  large  yards  and  sheds  devoted  to 
the  making  of  tombstones  and  other  classes  of  monu- 
ments, monumental  figures,  &c.  It  was  while  we  were 
examining  these  last  that  our  conductor  informed  us  as  to 
generally  accepted  explanation  why  figures  on  the 
ancient  monuments  in  our  old  cathedrals,  &c,  are 
represented  in  different  attitudes.  We  were  told  that, 
in  cases  where  a  monumental  figure  represents  a  person 
with  the  hands  on  the  knees  or  folded  across  the  breast, 
the  individual  to  whom  the  monument  was  erected  was 
one  whose  life  had  been  devoted  to  religion  ;  and  that 
in  cases  where  the  legs  are  crossed,  crusaders  are  repre- 
sented. The  yards  and  sheds  in  the  works  are  fitted 
with  every  appliance  for  the  saving  of  time  and  labour 
wherever  possible.  The  peculiarity  and  chief  charac- 
teristic of  this  industry,  however,  is  that  the  work,  to  be 
done  properly,  must  be  done  slowly.  If  hasty  processes 
are  resorted  to  they  too  often  result  in  the  spoiling  of  a 
valuable  block  of  marble  or  granite.  Mr.  Dods  owns 
large  granite  quarries  near  Dumfries,  and  is  thus 
enabled  to  work  this  material  at  a  considerab'y  less  cost 
than  he  otherwise  would  be  able  to  do.  The  trade  of 
the  firm  is  ever  on  the  increase,  and  the  thorough 
manner  in  which  every  business  transaction  ol  the 
firm  is  carried  out  by  Mr.  Dods  (who,  by  the  way,  is 
an  officer  in  the  Dumfries  Volunteers),  has  been  largely 
instrumental  in  bringing  this  about. 


ALEXANDER'S    STUDIO    OF    HIGH -CLASS     PORTRAITURE,     Dumfries. 


The  gentleman  who  presides  over  this  elegant  studio 
with  such  marked  ability  and  success  is  one  of  a  family 
of  artists  whose  name  is  not  only  distinguished  through- 
out Scotland,  but  may  be  said  to  be  cosmopolitan  in  its 
wide  reputation. 

Before  the  advent  of  photography,  their  father, 
John  Alexander,  was  a  noted  miniature  painter  on  ivory, 
widely  known  in  Liverpool  and  throughout  his  native 
county  of  Dumfriesshire  ;  and  it  may  be  here  remarked 
that  he  was  the  first  artist  in  Scotland  who  brought  his 
brush  to  bear  on  Photography,  then  in  its  infancy,  and 
this  took  place  in  Dumfries  nearly  forty  years  ago,  when 
the  late  Mr.  McNab,  on  the  success  of  this  confederacy 
of  camera  and  brush,  persuaded  Mr.  Alexander  to  ac- 
company him  to  Glasgow,  and  there  the  famous  firm  of 
Alexander  Brothers  arose  and  flourished.  Managed 
by  his  sons,  the  one  of  whom  we  write  is  now  the  "  Man 


you  know  "  in  Dumfries,  who  has  retired  finally  from 
the  Glasgow  house  in  favour  of  his  native  town,  an  idea 
which  he  has  long  cherished  and  now  so  happily  realised. 
The  studio  off  English  Street  is  all  that  can  be  desired 
for  elegance  and  utility.  The  approach  by  a  carriage 
drive  leads  to  the  grounds,  laid  out  with  much  taste  and 
beauty.  Trees,  shrubs,  and  flowers  form  a  very  charming 
surrounding.  On  entering  the  studio  itself,  you  are 
delighted  with  the  very  evident  artistic  feeling  which 
dominates  everywhere ;  the  portraiture  we  see  around  us 
(and  this  embraces  all  styles  and  variety)  is  characterized 
by  uniform  excellence.  Altogether  it  is  the  studio  of  an 
artist  not  only  experienced  and  competent,  but  thoroughly 
devoted  to  his  art  con  amove.  His  work  is  appreciated  as 
it  deserves  and  responded  to  by  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. He  maintains  to  the  full  the  reputation  of  a 
distinguished  name. 
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MESSRS.   FOTHERINGHAM  &    Co.,  Corn  Exchange,  Dumfries. 


Established  some  fifteen  years  ago  as  Messrs.  Kerr 
and  Fotheringham,  the  firm  of  Fotheringham  and 
Co.  have  now  a  substantial  connection  among  farmers 
and  others  in  the  district,  and  the  large  trade 
carried  on  by  them  affords  positive  proof  that  the  firm 
give  good  value  for  money  and  that  their  efforts  to 
please  a  large  circle  of  customers  are  fully  appreciated. 
In  the  rear  of  their  commanding  and  substantially 
built  premises  is  a  large  room  some  fifty  feet  square — 
formerly  used  as  a  Corn  Exchange.  The  room  is  lofty 
and  lighted  by  top  lights,  and  is  especially  suitable  for 
the  purposes  for  which  it  is  now  used.  Here  we  find 
stores  of  all  kinds  and  classes  of  agricultural  seeds — ■ 
turnips,  rye-grass,  clover,  etc.  Of  turnips,  samples  of 
every  known  variety  are  kept  in  stock,  their  special 
classes  being  highly  recommended  for 
ness 


and    bulk    of  their    crops, 
grasses,    varieties  of  which    have 
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the  earli 
Among  their  rye- 
been  selected  with 
the  utmost  care  from  some  of  the  best  districts  in 
Ayrshire,  we  notice  Fine  Ayrshire  Perennial  (Lolium 
Pereune),  Pacey's  Perennial  (extra  quality),  the  finest 
Foreign  Italian  (Lolium 
Italicum),  as  imported, 
— the  earliest  of  all 
grasses  —  and  home 
grown  Italian  rye- 
grass. These  with 
many  other  varieties 
form  a  very  excellent 
selection  to  choose 
from.  The  varieties 
of  clover  seeds  are 
also  very  numerous, 
and  these  seeds,  as 
offered  by  the  firm, 
are  specially  selected 
for  their  quality  and 
high  germinating 
power,  proved  in  a 
thorough  and  satisfac- 
tory manner  by  their 
Patent  Seed  Tester. 
Among  the  numerous 
samples  the  Red, 
broad-leaved  ;     Welsh 

Red,  true  ;  Cow  Grass,  White,  Alsyke,  and  Trefoil,  or 
Yellow,  attract  our  attention.  The  first  of  these,  the 
Red,  broad-leaved  (Trifolium  pratense),  is  the  most 
valuable  of  all  the  clovers.  The  English  seed  grows 
larger  and  stronger  than  foreign,  and  is  specially 
recommended  with  land  intended  for  one  year's  lay. 
Cow  Grass  {Trifolium  pratense  fierune),  the  true  perennial 
clover,  very  much  resembles  the  broad-leaved  Red.  It 
is,  however,  of  more  permanent  habit,  and  flowers  about 
a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  later.  The  peculiarity  of  the 
Alsyke  (Trifolium  hybridum)  is  that  it  thrives  alike  on 
light  and  heavy  soils.  It  is  a  hybrid  of  White  and  Red 
clovers,  and  a  true  perennial.  Whereas  the  Trefoil,  or 
Yellow  (Medicago  lupilina),  is  best  suited  for  light  or  poor 
land,  the  special  characteristic  of  the  White  (Trifolium 
repens)  is  that  it  is  indispensable  as  a  pasture  clover,  and 
well  adapted  for  lawns  and  parks.     A  very  large  trade 


is  done  by  the  firm  in  Permanent  Pasture  Mixtures. 
These  consist  of  the  Natural  Grasses  which  compose  the 
fine  old  pastures  of  Great  Britain,  such  as  Cocksfoot 
(Dactylis  glomerata),  Timothy  Grasses  (Phleum  pratense), 
and  the  various  Fescues  and  Meadow  Grass  (Poas),  all 
of  which  are  of  a  permanent  character. 

In  sending  an  order  for  grasses  or  clover  to  Messrs. 
Fotheringham  and  Co.  it  is  only  necessary  to  give 
particulars  as  to  acreage  and  description  of  the  soil,  and 
to  state  how  long  it  is  intended  to  lay,  and  the  firm  will 
supply  those  grasses  or  clover  which  their  long  practical 
experience  in  the  trade  has  proved  to  be  most  suitable 
under  the  circumstances.  It  is  not  in  mortals  to 
command  success,  but  to  deserve  it.  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  firm  to  guarantee  that  every  crop  will  turn 
out  absolutely  first  class,  although  they  go  a  long  way 
in  that  direction  by  the  care  they  exercise  in  the 
selection  and  trial  of  the  seeds.  At  the  same  time  there 
are  other  items  in  addition  to  good  seeds  of  high 
germinating  power  which  must  work  together,  so  to 
speak,  in  order  to  ensure  success.     In  the  first  place,  in 

order  to  obtain  a  sole 
of  grass  (satisfactory 
in  every  respect),  time, 
trouble,  and  cost  must 
not  be  grudged.  A 
good,  rich  grass  can- 
not be  grown,  any 
more  than  other  crops, 
without  a  judicious 
and  generous  applica- 
tion of  suitable  ma- 
nures. Much  of  the 
success  will  depend  on 
the  preliminary  prepar- 
ation of  the  land  in  the 
way  of  draining,  clean- 
ing, and  manuring 
being  done  in  an  effi- 
cient manner.  Among 
other  general  rules 
applicable  to  the  case, 
Messrs.  Fothering- 
ham and  Co.  recom- 
mend that  "  a  fine  tilth 
should  be  secured  by  pulverising,  and  a  compact 
level  seed  bed  obtained  by  rolling.  The  seed 
should  be  sown  on  a  dry  day,  and  if  broadcast, 
gone  over  twice.  The  ground  should  then  be  harrowed 
lightly,  taking  especial  care  not  to  bury  the  seeds. 
Sometimes  rolling  only  will  be  quite  sufficient,  but  rolling 
is  only  recommended  when  the  ground  is  dry.  The 
quantity  allowed  by  the  firm  in  the  best  mixture  for 
permanent  pasture  is  30  to  40  pounds  of  the  best  grasses 
and  5  to  10  pounds  Perennial  clovers  per  acre.  Seeds 
should  be  sown  thickly,  so  as  to  secure  an  early  and 
fine  sward  ;  and  they  recommend  that  in  sowing  without 
a  corn  crop  a  few  pounds  of  rape  seed  per  acre  should 
be  sown  with  the  other  seeds  and  eaten  off  early." 
Intending  customers  may  rely  on  the  fact  that  the  quality 
of  all  these  seeds  is  far  above  the  usual  standard,  both 
for  germination  and  purity.     Leaving  this  room  we  are 
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shown  another  large  store  set  apart  for  potatoes,  of 
which  useful  articles  seeds  of  every  known  variety  are 
kept  in  stock.  Another  compartment  we  find  devoted 
entirely  to  garden  seeds,  and  the  contents  include  beans, 
beet,  cabbage,  carrot,  cress,  leek,  lettuce,  onion,  parsley, 
peas,  radish,  and  hundreds  of  varieties  of  flower  seeds. 
It  is  characteristic  of  the  go-ahead  policy  of  the  firm  that 
they  offer  to  cottager  and  farmer  alike  a  full  and  ample 
supply  for  his  garden  of  all  the  above  seeds  named, 
including  twelve  varieties  of  lovely  flower  seeds,  for  the 
very  modest  sum  of  five  shillings.  These  are  forwarded 
carriage  paid  to  any  address,  and,  as  if  this  were  not 
enough,  a  copy  of  their  sixpenny  garden  guide — a  very 
useful,  instructive,  and  interesting  publication — is 
included  with  each  parcel.  After  a  tour  through  other 
stores,  etc.,  our  courteous  guide,  who  seemed  never  to 
tire  of  giving  us  all  the  information  respecting  the  firm's 
specialities,  conducted  us  to  the  nursery.  Here  we 
discovered  a  choice  selection  of  fruit  trees,  including 
apples,  pears,  cherries,  plums,  gooseberries,  currants, 
etc.  The  most  difficult  individual  to  please  should  have 
little  difficulty  in  finding  something  to  suit  his  fancy  in 


this  department.  Passing  on,  we  came  to  a  splendid 
assortment  of  dwarf  and  other  roses ;  also  a  large 
collection  of  beautiful  ornamental  shrubs  and  specimens 
of  almost  every  known  variety  of  coniferas,  rhododendrons., 
etc.,  of  various  sizes.  The  selection  of  forest  trees,  a 
speciality  of  this  firm,  was  a  particularly  fine  stock  of 
hardy,  healthy,  and  well-rooted  plants,  and,  as  we  were 
informed,  and  have  proved  by  comparison  with  the  lists 
of  other  firms,  are  supplied  at  a  remarkably  low  price, 
considering  the  quality  of  the  plants.  It  is  pleasant  to 
learn  that  the  practical  experience  and  thorough 
business-like  qualities  of  the  firm  have  been  the  means  of 
building  up  a  substantial  and  daily  increasing  trade,  and 
that  they  have  met  with  considerable  success  at  the 
different  societies'  shows  at  which  their  products  have 
been  exhibited.  Messrs.  Fotheringham  and  Co.  are 
agents  for  Fire,  Life,  and  Accident  Insurance ; 
Employers'  Liability  Assurance  ;  for  the  Allan  Line  of 
Steamers  to  Canada  and  the  United  States ;  and  the 
P.  &  O.  and  Donald  Currie  &  Co.'s  Lines  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  Australia,  India,  China,  and  Japan. 


J.    MAXWELL    &    SON,    Lithographic  and  Letterpress  Printers,  Stationers,  Account    Book 
Manufacturers,    &c,    97    and   99,    High    Street,    Dumfries. 


One  of  the  most  striking  evidences  of  the  advance  in 
arts  and  sciences  in  these  modern  days  is  supplied  by 
the  immense  improvements  effected  in  recent  years  in 
every  branch  of  the  printing  trade,  in  which,  by  the 
application  of  new  mechanical  inventions  and  scientific 
principles,  an  era  of  perfection  has  been  reached 
unparalleled  in  the  industrial  history  of  the  world.  In 
connection  with  this  branch  of  productive  activity  we 
must  congratulate  the  citizens  of  Dumfries  on  the  pos- 
session of  a  leading  house  of  the  representative  type  of 
that  successfully  conducted  by  the  old-established  firm 
of  Messrs.  J.  Maxwell  and  Son,  Lithographic  and 
Letterpress  Printers,  Stationers,  Account  Book  Manu- 
facturers, etc.,  to  which  we  have  pleasure  in  directing 
the  attention  of  our  readers.  The  business  was  founded 
by  the  present  head  of  the  firm  as  far  back  as  1847,  this 
gentleman  being  subsequently  joined  in  the  proprietary 
by  his  son,  trading  under  the  title  indicated  above.  The 
premises  occupied  by  the  firm  are  of  handsome  appear- 
ance, and,  situated  at  97  and  99,  High  Street,  form  a 
familiar  landmark  of  the  locality.  The  shop  is  of 
spacious  proportions,  well  appointed  throughout,  and 
presents  every  convenience  for  the  effective  display  of 
the  stock.  This  includes  a  comprehensive  assortment 
of  plain,  fancy,  commercial,  and  general  stationery ; 
standard  works  by  all  the  most  eminent  authors ;  and  a 
great  variety  of  fancy  goods  suitable  for  presents,  local 
souvenirs,  and  other  purposes.  The  newsagency  depart- 
ment is  well  supplied  with  all  the  London  and  Provincial 
papers,  magazines,  &c,  which  are  received  immediately 
on  publication  by  the  earliest  trains  and  delivered  to 
order.  The  printing  department  is  situated  in  the  rear 
of  the  shop,  extending  a  distance  of  200  feet  back,  the 
premises  having  been  recently  entirely  reconstructed  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  rapidly  increasing  trade.  The 
building  includes  a  lofty  room,  lighted  from  the  roof,  in 


which  are  placed  the  machinery  and  plant  laid  down  for 
every  description  of  lithographic  and  letterpress  printing. 
This  comprises  two  litho  machines  and  copperplate 
press,  two  Wharfedale  letterpress  machines,  two  platen 
machines,  and  a  large  printing  press,  the  whole  being 
supplied  with  motive  power  by  a  gas-engine,  enabling 
the  firm  to  complete  orders  of  an  urgent  character  with 
the  utmost  expedition.  Adjoining  the  machine  depart- 
ment is  the  spacious  composing  room,  fitted  with  numer- 
ous "cases"  containing  every  variety  of  modern  type 
for  the  execution  of  letterpress  printing  in  any  style. 
In  this  building  are  also  two  large  rooms  for  storing 
heavy  papers  and  other  goods. 

Immediately  above  the  front  premises  is  situated 
the  bookbinding  department.  The  rooms  here  are  fitted 
up  with  all  the  most  modern  machinery,  including  two 
relief  stamping  presses,  ruling  machine,  wire-stitching, 
numbering,  cutting,  and  perforating  machines ;  also 
powerful  rolling  and  standing  presses,  in  addition  to 
which  may  be  mentioned  several  minor  machines  for 
punching,  eyeletting,  gold-printing,  &c,  &c. 

The  top  floor  is  devoted  to  manufacturing  picture 
frames,  and  this  department  is  also  replete  with  appli- 
ances for  facilitating  the  work.  The  productions  of  the 
firm  in  each  branch  of  the  business  are  held  in  high  re- 
pute for  their  superior  excellence,  many  specimens  of  the 
work  executed  in  coloured  litho  printing  being  worthy  of 
the  highest  commendation  for  its  artistic  merit  and  finish. 
The  services  of  a  large  staff  of  skilled  workpeople  are  em- 
ployed in  the  several  departments  of  the  business,  which 
is  conducted  throughout  with  marked  ability  under  the 
personal  direction  of  the  principals,  to  whose  energetic 
administration,  promptitude,  and  careful  attention  to  the 
requirements  of  their  numerous  clientele  are  attributable 
the  conspicuous  success  of  this  deservedly  prosperous 
commercial  undertaking. 
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CRICHTON     ROYAL     INSTITUTION,     Dumfries. 


In    the    year    1889  was  celebrated  the   jubilee   of  the 
foundation  of  one  of  the  grandest  memorials  to  Christian 
charity  and  benevolence  that  has  marked  the  records  of 
philanthropic  endeavour  within  this  century  ;  and  which 
is  unexampled  in  the  wide  scope  of  its  efforts  in  amelio- 
rating human  misery  and  affording  aid  to  the  mentally 
afflicted.      The  history  of  the  Crichton   Institution,  as 
told  by  the  Annual  Report  for  1889,  which  we  condense 
for  the  purposes  of  this  review,    states    that  "  At  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century  public  attention  was 
strongly  directed  to  the  condition  of  the  insane,  and  the 
necessity  for  an  asylum  in  this  district  was  much  felt. 
In  1 83 1  active  steps  had  been  taken  by  a  committee  of 
gentlemen  towards  the  erection  of  an  asylum  in  Dum- 
fries, and  a  sum  of  £5, 000  had  actually  been  subscribed. 
No   doubt    they   would    have    carried  the  matter  to    a 
successful  issue,  had  not,  to  quote  from  the  Dumfries  and 
Galloway  Courier,  of  August   29th,   1839,    'The  amiable 
Avidow    of   the   late  James    Crichton,    Esq.,    of   Friars' 
Carse,  come  to  the  humane  and  truly  pious  resolution  of 
employing  the  surplus  fund  of  his  estate,  over  which  she 
had  been  left  a  controlling  power,  in  building  and  en- 
dowing a  suitable  hospital  where  the  insane  poor  and 
others,  not  only  from  this  district  but  from  every  part  of 
the  Empire,   to  the   number  of   300  patients,  might  be 
received  and  treated  ;  and  under  a  system  of  the  most 
moral  management,  and  with  all  the  advantages    that 
wealth,  art,  and  medical  science  could  suggest  or  pro- 
cure for  their  safe  keeping  and  certain  cure,  the  trustees 
of  Mr.  Crichton's  will  at  once  gave  hearty  assent  to  the 
scheme,  and  accordingly,  in   1833,  40  acres  of  freehold 
land  were  purchased  near  Dumfries,  and  the  services  of 
the  distinguished   architect,  Mr.   Burn,   of   Edinburgh, 
were  called  into  requisition  to  furnish  a  plan  embodying 
all  the  modern  improvements  and  approved  principles ; 
and  under  that  gentleman's  superintendence  a  building, 
not  only  highly  ornamental  to  our  own  town  and  neighbour- 
hood, but  as  a  hospital  or  asylum   for  the  treatment  of 
lunatics  the   most   perfect  in  Europe,    was   completed, 
The  portion  of  the   building  then    completed  was   the 
north  half  or  male  side,  and  is  now  the  male  department 
of  the  first  house.      In  1872  this  was  completed  by   the 
addition  of  what  is  now  the  female  department.     Ten 
years  after  the  erection  of  the  first  house  it  was  resolved 
by  Mrs.  Crichton  to  erect  the  second  house, '  Built  and  en- 
dowed solely  from  the  funds  of  the  late  James  Crichton, 
Esq.,  of  Friars'  Carse,  and  dedicated  to  his  memory  by  his 
widow,'   which    was   opened  with  200  beds,    gradually 
increased  by   repeated  extensions  of  the  building  until 
now   the    full    number    accommodated   is    400,    mainly 
pauper  lunatics   of  the  counties   of  Dumfries,    Kircud- 
bright, and  Wigtown,  and   private   patients  of  the  less 
affluent  class,  the  total  number  of  patients  on  the  1st 
of  June  being  820."     The  Institution  is  situated  amidst 
the  most   charming  surroundings,  standing  on  the  side 
of  the  valley  of  the  River  Nith,  commanding  splendid 
views  of  the  beautiful  scenery  in  the  locality  extending 
as  far  as  the  Solway  Firth,  and  centred  in  the  midst  of 
lovely  pleasure  grounds  laid  out  in  walks  and  drives  and 
interspersed  with  flower  beds,  the  whole  forming  one  of 
the  most  picturesque  spots  in  Scotland.      The  grounds 
also   afford    ample    facilities    for   cricket,    lawn    tennis, 
croquet,    and    other    outdoor    sports,    whilst    carriage 


exercise   is  provided  for    by    a  wrell-appointed  stud  of 
horses  and   carriages  under  the  charge   of  steady   and 
experienced  coachmen.     The  main  building  presents  a 
handsome   and  attractive  frontage,  and   the  interior   is 
decorated  and  embellished  in  elegant  and  artistic  taste. 
Every   provision   is   made   for   the   moral  and  physical 
welfare  of  the  inmates,  who  are  entertained  by  weekly 
concerts,    dances,     and     frequent     lectures,     readings, 
theatricals,     &c,    and    there    are   reading   and    billiard 
rooms  and  other  sources  of  indoor  recreation.     Work  is 
also  found  for  those  patients,  physically  capable,  in  the 
new  farm  buildings  now  in  course  of  erection,  and  the 
trustees  and  directors  having  recently  decided  on  boring 
an   artesian  well  for   obtaining  an  additional  supply  of 
pure  water  have  just  comp'eted  this  work  at  a  cost  of 
,£"5,000.     In  1889  the  trustees  and  directors,  in  order  to 
specially    mark   the   jubilee    year,    resolved  to   erect    a 
handsome    church    in    memory   of   Mrs.   Crichton,    the 
foundress,  and  for  this  purpose  plans  were  prepared,  and 
the  work  is  now  being  proceeded  with.     The  Institution 
has,   since   it    was  opened,  been  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  some  of  the  most  distinguished  physicians  of 
the  age,  the  first  of  whom,  Dr.  W.  A.   F.  Browne,  was 
celebrated   as  the  pioneer  in  the  inauguration  of  more 
enlightened  and  humane  methods  of  treatment  for  the 
insane,  and  on  this  gentleman's  resignation  in  1857,  on 
his   appointment    as   a     Commissioner   in    Lunacy    for 
Scotland,   the  charge  of  the  asylum  was  committed  to 
the  care  of  the  late  Dr.  James  Gilchrist,  who  was  suc- 
ceeded, on  his  retirement,  in  1879,  by  Dr.  James  Adam, 
on  whose  resignation,  in  1883,  Dr.  James  Rutherford,  the 
present   Medical   Superintendent,  received  the  appoint- 
ment.    This  gentleman's  qualifications  for  this  respon- 
sible and  onerous  office  are  evidenced  by  his  high  pro- 
fessional attainments  as  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,     Edinburgh;     Foreign    Associate     of     the 
Medico- Psychological    Association    of   Paris;     Corres- 
ponding Member  of  the  Italian  Psychological  Associa- 
tion of   Milan ;    Honorary    Member   of  the  Society   of 
Mental    Medicine    of    Belgium,    &c.       The    terms    of 
admission  to  the  Institution  range  in  scale  from  ^"40  to 
/"400    per  annum,   according  to  the  social    status  and 
requirements  of  the  patient.     The  asylum  is  maintained 
not  for   pecuniary    gain,    but    entirely    for   benevolent 
objects,  as   intended    by   the  generous    foundress.       A 
staff  of  200  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  efficiency  of  the 
Institution,  which,  under  the  firm  but  beneficent  rule  of 
Dr.  Rutherford,  who  is  ably  assisted  by  the  medical  and 
other  officers,  sustains  its  time-honoured  reputation  as 
one  of  the  most  perfectly  organised  and  conducted  insti- 
tutions of  this  character  in  the  world.  The  business  por- 
tion of  the  arrangements  is  in  the  hands  of  James  Carmont, 
Esq.,  Treasurer  and  Secretary,   Manager  of  the  British 
Linen  Bank,  Irish  Street,  Dumfries,  who  will  be  happy 
to  afford  information  relating  to  the  Institution  on  appli- 
cation.    In  conclusion,  we  may  add  that  the  Institution 
is  doing  a  great  work  of  the  most  beneficial  character, 
and  that    from  the   date  of  its  inception   to  the  present 
day  it  has  been  a  source  of  incalculable  good  to  many 
thousand  sufferers  who  have  lived  to   bless  the  pious 
memory  of  her  to  whose  humanity  and  limitless  benevo- 
lence   this   magnificent    foundation   is    an    ever-present 
testimony. 
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Mr.  A.  THOMPSON,  Ironmonger  and  Iron  Founder,   etc.,  Queensbury  Street,  Dumfries. 


The  ancient  town  of  Dumfries  is  well  provided  with 
business  establishments  of  all  kinds,  amongst  which 
must  be  mentioned  that  of  Mr.  A.  Thompson,  Furnish- 
ing Ironmonger  and  Iron  Founder,  etc.,  Queensbury 
Street. 

This  business  was  established  about  the  year  1825 
by  Mr.  Jas.  Halliday.     In  1865  Mr.   Thompson,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Halliday,  jun.,took  over  the  business, 
and  in  the  year  1873  Mr-   Thompson  became  sole  pro- 
prietor,   and  under   whose  energetic    management    the 
house  continues  to  enjoy  the  enviable  position  in  public 
confidence  which  has  existed   since  the  day  of  its  incep- 
tion.    The  stock  of  goods  in  the  various  departments 
is,  undoubtedly,  the  largest    to  be    seen  in  this  part  of 
Scotland,    and   embraces    everything   comprised   in    an 
ironmongery  emporium  ;  and   some  idea  of  the  resources 
of  this  house  may  be  formed  from  the   fact  that  every 
department  in  the  general  furnishing  ironmongery  busi- 
ness is  fully  represented  by  the  products  of  the  best- 
known     houses,    and    a    glance   at    the   price    list    will 
convince  any  one  that  they  are  not  only  getting  goods  of 
the  best  make,  but  at  prices  which  will  bear  favourable 
comparison  with  more  pretentious  establishments.     No 
effort  is  spared  to  place  before  customers  all  the  newest 
and  best  goods  obtainable,  particularly  anything  which 
may  be  of  advantage  to  farmers,  amongst  which  class  of 
the  community  this  house  has  a  very  widespread  and  in- 
fluential  connection.      Amongst  the  many  articles  to  be 
seen  in  the  various  showrooms   are   agricultural  imple- 
ments and  machinery,  dairy  utensils,  baths,  and  toilet 
cans ;   bedsteads,    cutlery,   electroplated   goods,   fenders 
and  fireirons,  garden  and  farm  tools,  gas  stoves,  lawn 
mowers,  garden  seats,  hollow  ware  of  all  kinds,  mantel- 
pieces, kitchen    ranges,  stoves  of  all  kinds,  scales  and 
weights,  tiled  hearths,  travelling  trunks,  and  numberless 
other  articles,  which  would   occupy  too  much  space  to 
enumerate.     It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  varied  stocks  is  to  be  found  here   tastefully 
arranged,  so  that  at  a  glance  the  visitor  can  easily  find 
any  particular  class  of  goods  required.       A  large  whole- 
sale and  retail  trade  is  carried  on  in  the  town  and  the 
surrounding  country.       Retail  ironmongers  and  general 
shopkeepers  are  to  be  found  in  large  numbers  amongst 
Mr.  Thompson's  customers.       The  business,  which  was 
originally  established  in  Church  Place,  has,  of  late,  so 
rapidly  increased  that  Mr.  Thompson  found  it  necessary 
to  obtain  more  commodious    premises,  which  has  been 
done  by  the  erection  of  a  fine  block,  having  a  frontage  of 
80  odd  feet  to  Queensbury  Street,  and  running  a  distance 
of  about  250ft.  to  Loreburn  Street  in  the  rear.    The  front 
part  of  the  building  is  three   storeys  high,  well  lighted 
in  the  day  by  plate  glass  windows,  and  at  night  the  shop, 
saloon,  and  showrooms  are  lighted  by  about  70  electric 


lamps.      The  front   shop  is  6 oft.  square,  well  fitted,  and 
stocked  with  the  usual  goods,  as  well  as  all  kinds  of  light 
agricultural  implements,  etc.       Continuous   with  this  is 
the  saloon,  of  equal  size,  containing  the  heavier  kinds  of 
agricultural  implements,  fire  grates,  mantelpieces,  etc., 
etc.     This  is  capitally  lighted  from  the  roof,  which  is,  in 
a  great  measure,  composed  of  glass.      Here,  also,   are 
the    private     and   general   offices,    cloak-rooms,   and    a 
strong-room,  etc.      On  the  right,  midway  between  these 
two  fine  rooms,  is  a  wide  staircase  leading  to  the  two 
upper  showrooms,  which,  like  the  ground  floor  shop,  are 
6oft.  square.     Here  every  conceivable  kind  (and  in  large 
quantities)  of  goods  kept    in  such  an   establishment  is 
kept,  amongst   which   may   be  mentioned  tiled  grates, 
plain  do.,  marble,  slate,  and  wood  mantels,  marble,  gilt, 
and  other  clocks  of  an  expensive  class,  bronzes  and  othtr 
ornaments,  brass  and  other   bedsteads  and  steel  spring 
mattresses,  patent  lamps  for  outdoor  use,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 
Returning  to  the  ground  floor,  we  find  on  the  left  of  the 
main  entrance  a  passage,  8ft.   wide,  running  the   whole 
length  of  the  building,  the  sides  being  utilised  for  stor- 
ing goods,  and  in    the    centre  a   tram  line   is   laid  for 
conveying  goods  to  the  various  departments.     On   the 
right  of  this  passage  is  a  capacious  lift,  used   in   raising 
goods  to  the  upper  floors.     In  the   rear   of   the    main 
block,  on  the  left,  are  the  warehouses,  divided  into  four 
sections  :   1st — for  general  castings  and  the  storage    of 
cement  ;  2nd — steel  and  iron  sheeting,  steel  and  bar  iron 
in   various    sections,  corrugated    iron,    etc.  ;    3rd — oils, 
paints,  and  varnishes  of  all  kinds  (these  are  contained  in 
a  fireproof  compartment) ;  and  the  fourth  section  is  used 
as  a  general  warehouse.     These  have  a  combined  length 
of  160ft.  by  20ft.    Parallel  with  these  are  the  workshops, 
having  an  equal  length,  but  double  the  width.       Here 
power  is  obtained  from  a  10-h.p.  engine,  and  in  constant 
use  are  to  be  seen  nine  hearths,  punching,  shearing,  and 
planing   machines,  self-acting    lathes,  vertical    boring 
machines,     shaping    and    screwing    machines,    steam- 
hammer,  etc.,  etc. — in  fact,  all  the  latest  and  improved 
machinery  obtainable.     Here — agricultural  implements, 
builders'  ironwork,  gates,  railings,  kitchen  ranges  (both 
close  and  open),  hot-water  apparatus,  and  all  the  branches 
of  trade  in  connection  with  a  business  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  also  a  foundry,  situated  near 
the  Caledonian  Railway  Station,  where  all  kinds  of 
castings  up  to  two  or  three  tons  are  turned  out.  The 
premises  are  commodious  and  conveniently  situated, 
several  hands  being  employed. 

In  conclusion,  we  feel  justified  in  saying  that  this  is 
the  finest  establishment  of  its  kind  it  has  been  our  good 
fortune  to  inspect  in  this  part  of  Scotland,  and  which  is 
so  ably  administered  by  the  amiable  proprietor,  Mr.  A. 
Thompson. 
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ANDREW     PATTERSON,     Clothier,     62,     High     Street,     Dumfries. 


The  ancient  town  of  Dumfries  possesses  few  better 
known  establishments  devoted  to  the  sartorial  art  than 
that  presided  over  by  Mr.  Andrew  Patterson,  Clothier, 
whose  deservedly  thriving  business  we  have  pleasure  in 
introducing  to  the  notice  of  our  readers.  Mr.  Patterson 
commenced  operations  nearly  twenty  years  back  in 
High  Street,  and  continued  to  trade  at  that  address 
until  1884,  when,  finding  the  accommodation  insufficient 
to  meet  the  demands  of  his  rapidly  increasing  connec- 
tion, he  removed  to  the  more  commodious  and  centrally 

situated  premises  he 
now  occupies  at  No.  62 
in  the  same  thorough- 
fare. The  establish- 
ment is  of  handsome 
proportions,  well  fitted 
throughout,  and  con- 
veniently arranged  for 
the  purposes  of  the 
business  with  cutting 
and  fitting-on  rooms  and 
every  facility  for  the 
display  of  the  high- 
class  stock.  This  in- 
cludes a  splendid  selec- 
tion    of     Scotch     and     West      of     England     tweeds, 


vicunas,  worsteds,  Melton  and  West  of  England  cloths 
in  the  most  fashionable  shades  and  patterns  necessary  in 
a  trade  of  this  high-class  character.  The  business  is 
entirely  "  bespoke,"  and  includes  the  manufacture  of 
shooting  and  yachting  suits,  gentlemen's  morning, 
lounge,  and  dress  clothes,  liveries,  and  other  garments, 
to  order,  in  which  the  services  of  an  experienced  cutter 
are  retained  and  a  staff  of  twelve  or  more,  according 
to  the  season's  requirements,  thoroughly  competent 
workmen  is  engaged.  A  special  feature  of  the  arrange- 
ment is  the  provision  of  a  spacious  and  well-ventilated 
workroom,  securing  the  most  favourable  sanitary  con- 
ditions for  the  hands  employed  and  entirely  obviating 
the  risks  inseparable  from  home  work.  The  business 
is  capably  managed  throughout  under  the  personal 
supervision  of  the  principal,  whose  thoroughly  practical 
experience  in  every  detail  of  his  art  ensures  perfection 
in  fit,  style,  and  workmanship  in  every  garment  sub- 
mitted to  his  critical  judgment  before  leaving  the 
establishment.  A  numerous  and  influential  clientele  has 
been  secured  by  Mr.  Patterson,  which  embraces  the 
elite  of  the  resident  nobility  and  gentry  in  Dumfries  and 
its  environments,  whose  patronage  has  been  gained  by 
the  proprietor's  unremitting  attention  to  every  detail 
of  the  management  of  this  deservedly  successful  busi- 
ness undertaking. 


MESSRS.    R.    A.    &    W.    JOHNSTON,    Horse    Dealers,    Whitesands,    Dumfries. 


Although  the  present  proprietors,  Messrs.  A.  and 
W.  Johnston,  have  only  carried  on  the  business  since 
1866,  the  firm  has  been  in  existence  for  upward  of  half 
a  century,  and  was  established  by  the  father  of  the 
present  members  of  the  firm.  The  fine  and  roomy 
premises  at  Whitesands  comprise  a  large  and  spacious 
stable  capable  of  accommodating  over  fifty  horses,  and 
is  fitted  with  every  convenience,  well  lighted  and 
ventilated,  and  is  a  very  model  of  cleanliness.  They  are 
fully  alive  to  the  value  of  having  the  stables  in  a  healthy 
situation,  and  that  horses  dislike  disagreeable  smells  as 
well  as  human  beings.  The  drainage  of  the  stables  is 
as  near  perfect  as  it  is  possible  to  make  it,  and  the 
receptacle  for  manure,  which  by  the  way  is  constantly 
removed,  is  at  some  distance  from  the  building.  The 
whole  of  the  business  premises,  comprising  stabling,  large 
coveied-in  yards,  and  other  necessary  buildings,  were  put 
up  by  the  firm  at  a  cost  of  some  ^3,000,  and  every  con- 
venience has  been  considered  for  carrying  on  the 
important  trade  which  is  now  done  by  them.  The  stalls 
for  horses  are  the  acme  of  comfort,  are  more  than  six 
feet  wide,  with  partitions  long  and  high  enough  to 
prevent  horses  kicking  and  biting  each  other,  as  they 
are  sometimes  wont  to  do.  Some  dealers  have  their 
stalls  built  with  a  very  considerable  slope  from  front  to 
back,  in  order  to  make  their  horses  look  bigger  than 
they  really  are.  Messrs.  Johnston  will  have  none  of 
this.  They  consider  a  fall  of  not  more  than  three  inches 
to  be  quite  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  draining,  and 
that  a  greater  slope  than  this  really  damages  the  horse, 
tor   it   throws  all   the    strain    of  supporting   the    whole 


weight  of  the  body  on  the  back  tendons.  Special 
attention  is  given  to  the  important  matters  of  light,  air, 
and  temperature.  The  stables  are  well  lighted,  although 
there  is  no  bright  glare.  It  is  a  soft  medium  light, 
mostly  coming  from  the  top,  and  is  admirably  adapted 
for  preventing  any  injury  to  the  eyes  by  excess  of 
brightness,  and  also  precludes  the  possibility  of  the 
occupants  being  dazzled  by  the  sudden  change  from 
darkness  to  light,  when  led  from  the  stable.  The  whole 
building  is  excellently  ventilated  without  being  in  any 
way  draughty,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  mean 
temperature  as  near  550  Fahr.  as  the  air  outside  will 
permit.  Every  morning,  soon  after  6  a.m.,  each  animal 
is  examined  to  discover  if  any  injury  has  been  received 
during  the  night.  The  horses  are  then  fed  and  watered, 
and  the  litter  which  has  been  used  for  the  night  is 
removed  from  the  stable.  Messrs.  Johnston  also  make 
it  a  rule  to  again  feed  their  horses  at  noon,  4  p.m.,  and 
8  p.m.,  and  a  correct  system  of  feeding  is  adopted. 
Oats  and  hay  chiefly  form  the  diet  upon  which  their  horses 
are  kept ;  for  hunters  and  horses  intended  for  hard  work, 
however,  beans  are  added  now  and  then  in  small 
quantities.  Bran  and  linseed  are  sometimes  used  for 
special  purposes,  and  occasionally  a  few  carrots,  well 
washed  and  scraped,  are  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  the  blood  in  order  and  allaying  any  symptoms  of 
fever  which  might  possibly  be  induced  by  the  dry  food 
upon  which  the  horses  chiefly  live.  Every  care  is  taken 
that  the  animals  have  a  proper  and  sufficient  quantity  of 
water,  the  quality  of  which,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say,  is  carefully  attended  to,  for  horses  are  easily  made 
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sick  by  impurities,  and  are  very  dainty  as  to  their  choice 
of  water.  All  the  horses  belonging  to  the  firm  are  exercised 
daily.  Like  food  and  medicine,  exercise  must  be  given 
at  proper  times  and  in  proper  quantities,  and  by  attend- 
ing to  this  rule,  Messrs.  A.  and  W.  Johnston  always 
keep  their  horses  in  capital  condition.  In  the  stables, 
during  our  visit,  were  three  or  four  remarkably  fine 
specimens  of  weight-carrying  hunters  in  splendid  fettle, 
and  looking  capable  of  carrying  18  stone  to  hounds  com- 
fortably. Among  the  other  occupants  were  included 
park  and  covers  hacks,  cobs,  ponies,  and,  in  fact,  saddle 
horses  of  every  description,  in  addition  to  several 
magnificent  specimens  of  cart  horses  standing  over  17 


hands.  Messrs.  A.  and  W.  Johnston  (than  whom 
none  hold  a  better  name  for  integrity  and  uprightness 
in  all  their  dealings)  are  also  large  cattle  dealers  and 
have  large  farms  at  Netherington,  near  Dumfries,  where 
they  keep  a  large  number  of  cattle  and  have  extra 
accommodation  for  about  40  or  50  horses.  These 
buildings  cover  a  wide  area,  and  those  at  Whitesands 
extend  to  over  half-an-acre.  Together  they  are  admi- 
rably suited  for  all  the  requirements  of  their  trade, 
which  extends  to  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom.  The  two 
present  members  of  the  firm  succeeded  to  the  business 
on  the  death  of  their  father  in  1866. 


JOHN     W.      SUTHERLAND,    Pharmaceutical    Chemist,    68,    High     Street,    Dumfries. 

Telegraphic  Address  : — "  Sutherland,  Chemist,  Dumfries." 


The  community  of  Dumfries  and  district  are  par- 
ticularly happy  in  having  at  their  service  a  gentleman 
of  distinguished  ability  as  a  chemist,  and  in  whom 
implicit  reliance  can  be  placed.  We  refer  to  Mr.  John 
W.  Sutherland,  of  No.  68,  High  Street,  Dumfries. 
This  business  was  originally  established  by  Mr.  William 
Pool  in  the  3'ear  1859,  and  eventually  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  present  proprietor  in  1886,  who  has  carried 
it  on  with  great  success  up  to  the  present  date.  The 
premises  occupy  a  commanding  position  at  the  corner 
of  English  Street  and  High  Street,  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  and  were  known,  during  Mr.  Pool's  occupancy, 
for  many  years  as  Pool's  Corner.  Mr.  Sutherland's 
premises  have  the  advantage  of  adequate  space  and 
possess  a  frontage  of  over  50  feet,  and  being  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  all  the  principal  hotels  of  the 
town,  Mr.  Sutherland's  services  are  in  constant 
demand.  The  shop  is  attractively  fitted  up  with  con- 
venient shelves  and  show  cases  for  the  effective  display 
of  the  large  stock  held  by  the  proprietor.  This  includes 
every  description  of  chemicals  and  drugs,  all  patent 
and  proprietary  medicines,  at  popular  prices,  includ- 
ing, amongst  other  famous  preparations  of  the  pro- 
prietor, his  well-known  Nerolyne  Cream  of  Roses,  for 
rendering  the  skin  beautifully  soft,  smooth,  and  white, 
and  which  is  suitable  for  summer  or  winter  use  ;  Toilet 
Complexion  Soap,  finest  old  English  Lavender  Water, 
Essence  of  White  Rose,  and  a  large  selection  of  French 
perfumery  ;  Effervescing  Grape  Juice  Saline,  a  delicious 
beverage  in  the  convenient  form  of  an  effervescing 
powder  containing  all  the  valuable  constituents  of  the 
juice  of  the  ripe  grape  ;  Quinine  and  Iron  Tonics, 
Chemical  Food,  Compound  Syrup  of  the  Hypophos- 
phites,  an  excellent  nerve  tonic  ;  finest  Norwegian  Cod 
Liver  Oil,  and  Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion  with  Hypo- 
phosphites,  Antiseptic  Tooth  Powder.  All  Toilet  requi- 
sites, Hair,  Nail,  and  Tooth  Brushes  of  the  finest  quality 
and  make,  Foreign  Mineral  and  Aerated  Waters  of  all 
kinds,  British,  American,  and  other  foreign  medicines 
and  all  new  remedies  are  kept  in  stock.  The  general 
stock  is  varied  in    its  character   and   very   judiciously 


selected,  embracing  all  the  articles  usually  found  in  a 
first-class  pharmacy. 

To  the  rear  of  the  shop  is  the  dispensing  and 
compounding  department,  where  a  competent  staff  of 
assistants  is  constantly  employed  preparing  the 
various  medicines  and  pharmaceutical  preparations. 
Mr.  Sutherland  devotes  special  attention  to  the 
preparation  of  physicians'  prescriptions,  which  are 
dispensed,  with  the  purest  drugs  and  chemicals,  under 
the  personal  supervision  of  the  proprietor,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  thus  ensuring  the  absolute  accuracy  of  all 
medicines  supplied  by  him.  Mr.  Sutherland  has 
quite  a  monopoly  in  this  line  and  enjoys  a  valuable 
connection,  as  a  dispenser,  with  most  of  the  residents 
of  the  town  and  district.  Great  care  is  given  not 
merely  to  the  nice  operation  of  compounding  in  itself, 
but  to  the  careful  storing  and  supplying  of  only  the 
very  best  drugs  and  chemicals,  which  is,  perhaps  in 
many  cases,  the  sine  qua  non  of  a  prescription's  success, 
and  which  has,  undoubtedly,  brought  about  Mr. 
Sutherland's  great  success  as  a  dispensing  pharmacist. 
The  dispensing  department  being  furnished  with  every 
convenience,  medicines  are  prepared  with  the  system- 
atic arrangements  of  the  leading  London  and  Edinboro' 
houses,  where  Mr.  Sutherland  was  for  many  years. 
A  copy  is  registered. of  every  prescription,  and  a  repeti- 
tion of  any  medicine  can  be  obtained  at  any  future  time 
by  giving  the  number  or  date  on  the  label  or  prescrip- 
tion, and  medicines  ordered  by  post  are  sent  off  by  first 
post. 

Poisons  and  Medicines  of  a  powerful  nature  are 
always  dispensed  in  blue-ribbed  bottles  of  a  peculiar 
shape  (that  are  easily  distinguished  by  the  touch  in  the 
night)  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  mistakes  in  the  sick- 
room. The  shop  is  open  from  eight  a.m.  to  eight  p.m.  ; 
on  Sundays  from  ten  to  eleven  a.m.,  one  to  two  p.m., 
and  seven  to  eight  p.m. 

Mr.  Sutherland,  outside  his  professional  avoca- 
tions, is  a  well-known  and  widely-esteemed  gentleman, 
and  takes  a  genuine  interest  in  promoting  the  welfare 
of  Dumfries. 
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Commercial     Dumfries. 


MESSRS.     G.     DUNBAR    &    SON,     Cabinet    Makers,     Upholsterers,    Auctioneers, 

and    Valuers,     Dumfries. 


Amongst  the  oldest  -  established  existing  firms  in 
Dumfries,  and  one  of  the  best  known  in  the  considerable 
district  which  Dumfries  dominates,  is  that  of  Messrs. 
G.  Dunbar  and  Son,  Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholsterers, 
Auctioneers  and  Valuers,  Buccleuch  Street.  The 
business  was  established  in  1826  by  the  late  Mr. 
Dunbar,  who  died  twenty  years  ago,  and  it  has  since 
been  carried  on  by  his  son,  Mr.*  George  Dunbar,  jun. 
Mr.  Dunbar,  sen.,  was  a  Bailie  of  Dumfries,  and  Mr. 
George  Dunbar,  jun.,  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council.  He  is,  therefore,  well  known,  highly 
respected,  and  popular  with  his  fellow-townsmen.  In  a 
county  town  like  Dumfries,  situated  in  an  important 
agricultural  district,  wherein  reside  a  good  many  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  the  shops  and 
warehouses  are  of  a  higher  class  than  might  be  supposed, 
judging  of  the  importance  of  the  place  merely  by  its 
population  ;  and  practical  tradesmen  are  bound  to  supply 
a  class  of  goods  which,  both  as  regards  style  and  finish, 
will  vie  with  those  to  be  had  in  the  largest  cities.  In 
these  respects  the  work  turned  out  by  Dunbar  and  Son 
as  cabinet  makers  and  upholsterers  could  scarcely  be 
surpassed  anywhere.  Moreover,  it .  must  be  remem- 
bered that  local  tradesmen  have,  being  well  known, 
reputations  to  keep  up.  They  could  scarcely  venture, 
therefore,  even  if  they  were  disposed  to  palm  off  shoddy 
goods  like  those  which,  in  large  cities,  are  made  only  to 
sell  and  not  to  give  prolonged  satisfaction  to  the  cus- 
tomer. Furniture  of  this  class  is  bitterly  disappointing, 
for,  though  apparently  stylish  and  well  finished  when 
purchased,  it  soon  goes  to  pieces,  being  frail  and  unsub- 
stantial. What  is  purchased,  however,  in  a  county 
town  from  a  firm  like  that  of  Dunbar  and  Son  may  be 
thoroughly  relied  on  as  sound  as  well  as  handsome.  For 
workmanship  and  conscientiousness  this  firm  has  gained 


a  reputation  which  is  not  limited  to  Dumfries,  but  has 
spread  over  a  very  wide  district.  The  premises  are 
centrally  situated  in  Buccleuch  Street.  The  showrooms 
are  in  front,  in  a  commanding  position,  and  are  stocked 
with  an  attractive  display  of  first-class  furniture — dining, 
drawing,  and  bedroom  suites,  carpets,  curtains,  etc.  In 
connection  with  the  cabinet  manufacture  there  are  com- 
modious workshops  allocated  to  the  various  departments 
of  the  business,  including  polishing,  upholstery,  cabinet 
making,  etc.  All  classes  of  furniture  are  here  manufac- 
tured, and  the  work  is  entrusted  only  to  thoroughly 
experienced  and  competent  hands.  In  addition  to 
carrying  on  business  as  cabinet  makers  and  upholsterers, 
the  firm  are  also  auctioneers  and  appraisers.  They  are, 
indeed,  the  oldest  established  auctioneers  in  Dumfries, 
and  have  kept  up  one  of  the  best  connections.  For  the 
purposes  of  this  department  of  the  business  there  is 
attached  to  the  premises  a  large  hall,  with  an  imposing 
frontage,  built  specially  for  the  carrying  on  of  auction  sales, 
and  in  every  way  well  appointed.  The  hall  is  an  ex- 
ceedingly spacious  room  with  an  arched  roof,  embellished 
with  stained  and  varnished  oak.  That  its  dimensions 
are  considerable  will  be  gathered  when  it  is  mentioned 
that  it  measures  70ft.  by  20ft.  It  is  as  attractive  as  it 
is  commodious,  and  well  lighted  with  large  windows. 
Many  important  furniture  sales  are  conducted  here.  It 
must  not,  however,  be  assumed  that,  as  an  auctioneer, 
Mr.  Dunbar  devotes  himself  specially  to  the  sale  of 
furniture,  specially  akin  as  that  may  be  to  the  practical 
part  of  his  business,  for  he  undertakes  the  sale  of  pro- 
perties, farming  land,  and  estates.  Such  a  business, 
therefore,  is  one  which  necessitates  no  inconsiderable 
amount  of  administrative  capacity,  conscientiousness, 
and  business  aptitude. 


ROBERT     HUTTON,    Glass    and    China    Merchant,    67,    High    Street,    Dumfries. 


One  of  the  largest  establishments  of  the  prosperous 
town  of  Dumfries,  and  the  leading  one  in  the  line  to 
which  it  is  specially  devoted,  is  that  Mr.  Robert 
Hutton,  glass  and  china  merchant,  High  Street.  Mr. 
Hutton  has  been  identified  with  the  business  for  seven- 
teen years,  but  previous  to  his  connection  with  it,  Mr. 
Colquhoun  had  carried  it  on,  in  premises  in  another 
part  of  High  Street,  for  thirty-three  years.  The  present 
handsome  and  lofty  establishment  has  been  occupied 
for  ten  years,  and  offers  every  facility  of  space  and 
arrangement  for  both  the  retail  and  wholesale  trade. 
The  main  shop  on  the  ground  floor  is  70  feet  long, 
appropriately  fitted,  and  forms  a  fine  showroom  for 
glass  and  china  goods  of  all  kinds.  On  the  next  floor 
are  three  capacious  stock-rooms,  and,  above  this,  other 
warercoms.  There  is  also  a  basement  storey  appropri- 
ated to  heavy  goods  and  domestic  earthenware  of  all 
descriptions.  We  cannot  presume  to  give  a  minute 
description  of  the  varied  and  comprehensive  range  of 
glass,  china,  and  earthenware  goods  held.       The  quality 


of  the  whole  is  decidedly  superior,  and  many  oi  the 
special  lines  are  of  superb  selection.  Among  the 
special  features  are  very  handsome  dinner  and  dessert 
sets  of  the  most  excellent  quality  and  elegant  design  ; 
tea  and  breakfast  sets  in  a  great  number  of  patterns  ; 
a  wide  range  of  toilet  sets  and  kitchen  goods  from  the 
richest  to  the  plainest  ;  and  a  number  of  other  useful 
and  ornamental  articles.  The  glass  department  is  also 
replete  with  plain,  cut,  engraved,  and  pressed  crystal 
goods  for  every  purpose,  and  ornamental  glass  goods  in 
great  variety.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  in  a  word,  that 
nothing  is  wanting,  and  that  the  comprehensive  charac- 
ter of  the  stock  must  rather  embarrass  an  undecided 
customer  in  deciding  what  he  shall  have.  The  trade 
done  is  of  large  volume,  and  is  both  wholesale  and 
retail.  Most  of  the  residents  of  Dumfries  and  the 
surrounding  district  are  steady  patrons  of  the  house, 
and  have  good  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  enter- 
prising manner  in  which  their  wants  have  been 
provided  for. 


Commercial     Dumfries. 
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A.  &  T.  HUNTER,   Stationers,  Printers,  and  Relief  Stampers,  142,   High  Street,    Dumfries; 

and  at  8,  Commercial  Street,  Leeds. 


Commercial  activity  in  Dumfries  is  well  represented 
in  the  Stationery  and  Printing  trades  by  the  well-known 
firm  of  Messrs.  A.  and  T.  Hunter,  whose  successfully 
conducted  undertaking  we  have  pleasure  in  introducing 
to  the  notice  of  our  readers.  This  business  was  estab- 
lished as  recently  as  1887,  and  therefore  does  not  come 
within  the  category  of  the  older  commercial  institutions 


views  of  scenery  and  other  local  objects  of  interest ;  and 
a  great  variety  of  fancy  goods  suitable  for  presents  and 
souvenirs  of  the  district.  The  printing  department  is 
conducted  at  the  Works,  14,  Loreburn  Street,  which 
are  supplied  with  type  of  all  the  newest  styles,  and 
fitted  throughout  with  modern  plant  and  appliances 
driven  by  one  of  Crossley's  "Otto"  gas  engines,  for 
expediting  the  execution  of  orders  for  all  kinds  of  letter- 


of  the  noted  town,  but,  nevertheless,  it  has,  by  the 
energy  and  activity  displayed  in  the  management, 
secured  an  ever-increasing  measure  of  public  support  of 
the  most  substantial  and  gratifying  character.  The 
premises  occupied  by  the  firm  are  centrally  situated  at 
142,  High  Street,  and  comprise  handsome  and  well- 
appointed  shop,  fitted  throughout  in  excellent  style  and 
presenting  every  facility  for  the  effective  display  of  the 
comprehensive  stock.  This  embraces  every  description 
of    plain,    fancy,    commercial,    and    school    stationery  ; 


press  printing.  The  firm  also  undertake  relief  stamping 
in  the  highest  style  of  art,  and  employ  the  services  of  a 
staff  of  competent  hands  in  the  various  departments  of 
the  works.  The  business  is  of  a  rapidly  developing 
character,  Messrs.  Hunter  having  established  a  high 
reputation  for  the  superior  quality  of  their  goods  and 
workmanship,  which  has  secured  for  the  firm  an  in- 
fluential and  valuable  connection  throughout  the  district, 
and  affords  every  indication  of  a  conspicuous  and  well- 
merited  future  success. 


KING'S     ARMS      HOTEL    (Mrs.    Ashley),    Dumfries. 


This  old-established  house  has  for  generations  past 
been  the  leading  hostelry  in  Dumfries.  The  hotel 
premises  are  centrally  situated  in  the  heart  of  the 
town,  and  comprise  handsome  and  commanding 
building  with  spacious  entrance  hall,  and  possessing 
convenient  facilities  throughout  for  a  business  of  a  high- 
class  character.  On  the  ground  floor  is  a  well-ap- 
pointed restaurant  with  private  hotel  bar,  commodious 
smoke  and  commercial  rooms  with  large  cellars  in  the 
basement,  and  above  these  are  comfortably  furnished 
ladies'  drawing  room,  coffee  and  billiard  rooms.  The 
bedrooms,  thirty  in  number,  are  airy  and  all  well- 
furnished  apartments,  designed  in  every  way  to  secure 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  guests.  Lavatories 
and  hot  and  cold  baths  are  provided,  and  every  modern 


sanitary  precaution  is  strictly  observed.  Special 
attention  is  devoted  to  the  catering  department.  The 
cuisine  and  attendance  are  all  that  can  be  desired.  In 
the  rear  of  the  establishment  is  extensive  stabling  and 
coach-house  accommodation,  posting  in  all  its  depart- 
ments forming  a  special  feature  of  the  business,  well- 
horsed  vehicles,  with  careful  drivers,  being  available  for 
visitors  on  the  shortest  notice,  and  a  'bus  belonging  to 
the  hotel  meeting  every  train.  The  King's  Arms  is 
widely  patronised  by  the  leading  families  and  com- 
mercial gentlemen  visiting  the  district,  who  find  in 
the  well-ordered  management,  perfect  cleanliness,  and 
system,  which  prevail  throughout  the  arrangements  of 
this  admirably  conducted  establishment,  all  the  com- 
forts and  conveniences  of  a  "  home  away  from  home." 
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JOHN      CALLANDER,    Family    Grocer    and    Provision    Merchant,    141,    High    Street,    Dumfries. 


The  commercial  enterprise  of  Dumfries  in  its 
retail  aspect  is  adequately  represented  by  Mr.  John 
Callander,  whose  widely  appreciated  establishment 
fully  merits  conspicuous  recognition  in  this  work.  The 
business  was  commenced  in  1869  by  Mr.  Callander  at 
141,  High  Street,  and  to  this  day  occupies  the  position 
of  one  of  the  leading  houses  in  the  trade  in  this  district. 
The  premises  comprise  a  handsome  and  commodious 
double-fronted  shop,  with  large  plate  glass  windows, 
one  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  display  of  high-class 
groceries  and  the  other  to  best  quality  provisions.  The 
interior  is  well  appointed  with  excellent  taste,  and 
provides  convenient  facilities  for  stocking  the  various 
goods  held  by  the  proprietor.  Amongst  those  we  note 
a  well-selected  assortment  of  the  choicest  growths  of 
new  season's  teas,  blended  with  discriminate  judgment 
and  unrivalled  in  the  district  for  purity,  flavour,  and 
strength  ;  coffees  of  the  finest  quality,  fruits,  spices, 
preserves,    pickles,   and    a  great   variety   of  household 


requirements  of  every  description.  The  provision  side 
shows  a  splendid  stock  of  hams,  bacon,  butter,  cheese, 
and  other  provisions,  specially  selected  for  this  trade 
from  the  leading  produce  markets  in  the  Kingdom. 
Additional  storage  accommodation  for  surplus  stock  is 
provided  in  the  basement  and  the  rear  of  the  premises, 
in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  demand  of  the  ever- 
increasing  connection,  which  embraces  the  leading 
resident  families  in  Dumfries  and  its  surrounding 
environments  and  all  classes  of  the  general  public  in  the 
district.  The  services  of  an  efficient  staff  of  assistants 
are  employed  to  wait  upon  the  requirements  of  the 
numerous  patrons  of  the  establishment,  which  is 
managed  with  conspicuous  ability  and  energy  under  the 
controlling  direction  of  the  courteous  proprietor,  whose 
unremitting  attention  to  his  business  duties  have  secured 
for  him  a  well-deserved  and  gratifying  measure  of 
commercial  success. 


JOHN      CHICKEN,    Fancy    Bread    and    Biscuit    Baker,    Maxwelltown,    Dumfries. 


Baking  must  always  rank  among  the  most  important 
industries,  and  is  eminently  deserving  of  the  attention  it 
has  received  during  recent  years.  One  of  the  leading 
baking  concerns  of  Dumfries  merits  notice  in  these  pages 
for  its  long  establishment,  high  reputation,  and  large 
and  representative  connexion,  namely,  that  controlled 
by  Mr.  John  Chicken  at  Maxwelltown.  The  business 
dates  back  about  seventy  years,  and  was  founded  by  a 
Mr.  Shortridge.  Subsequently,  Mr.  Robert  Carnan 
succeeded,  and  finally,  sixteen  years  ago,  Mr.  John 
Chicken,  who  has  greatly  advanced  it  in  every  way. 
The  front  portion  of  the  premises  is  devoted  to  the  retail 
trade,  and  consists  of  a  large  and  handsome  shop  with 
two  plate-glass  windows,  fully  stocked  with  all  kinds  of 
plain  and  fancy  bread,  rich  cakes  of  every  kind,  biscuits 
in  great  variety,  and,  in  short,  with  all  the  ordinary  and 
special  goods  of  the  trade.  To  the  rear,  situated  by  the 
River  Nith,  is  the  bakery,  a  large  and  substantial  build- 


ing of  four  storeys,  comprising  all  the  usual  baking  and 
ovening  departments  well  fitted  up,  large  flour  stores,  etc. 
About  twenty  hands  find  employment  in  the  establish- 
ment, and  the  proprietor's  own  vans  and  horses  are 
maintained  for  distributive  purposes.  Mr.  Chicken  has 
a  large  and  widely  extended  connexion  for  his  household 
and  fancy  bread,  and  does  a  large  trade  in  pastry  of  all 
kinds.  A  feature  is  the  making  of  elegantly  designed 
and  ornamental  cakes  for  weddings,  birthdays,  and 
christenings,  to  the  order  of  those  requiring  them.  The 
great  business  done  by  Mr.  Chicken  proves  conclusively 
the  superior  management  of  the  concern  and  its  complete 
success  in  meeting  the  diversified  wants  of  the  com- 
munity. Mr.  Chicken  is  himself  an  influential  and 
highly  respected  gentleman,  a  Member  of  the  School 
Board  and  of  the  Police  Commission  for  Maxwelltown. 
He  is  very  popular  with  all  classes,  and  enjoys  the 
esteem  of  a  host  of  friends  in  business  and  social  circles. 


JAMES     S.     DONNAN,    Furnishing    Ironmonger,    Queensberry   Street,    Dumfries. 


The  very_  fine  business  of  James  S.  Donnan, 
furnishing  ironmonger,  was  established  ten  years  ago 
by  Mr.  Donnan  at  the  present  really  handsome  premises 
in  Queensberry  Street,  consisting  of  a  very  large  three- 
storey  building,  upon  the  ground  floor  of  which  is  a 
splendid  and  perfectly-appointed  shop  running  back  to 
a  distance  of  forty-five  feet,  with  magnificent  plate-glass 
windows  extending  along  the  whole  front.  Here  is  dis- 
played a  ve-y  large  and  valuable  stock  of  furnishing 
ironmongery  of  the  latest  designs  and  finest  quality, 
electroplate  goods,  table  cutlery,  and  other  similar  ware 
of  the  very  best  class.  The  second  floor  comprises  a 
very  large  and  splendidly-arranged  showroom,  where 
Mr.  Donnan  has  set  out  his  first-class  goods  in  the 
furnishing  department,  all  of  the  best  description  and 
highly-finished  workmanship.  Over  this  there  is  still 
another   showroom,  where  a   very    considerable    stock 


of  iron  and  brass  bedsteads  of  various  sizes  and 
patterns  is  kept  to  suit  the  taste  and  pockets  of  all  who 
may  be  in  want  of  this  very  necessary  piece  of  furniture. 
At  the  rear  of  the  premises  proper  Mr.  Donnan  has 
very  extensive  storerooms  measuring  from  front  to 
back  one  hundred  and  forty  feet,  so  enabling  him  to 
keep  constantly  in  hand  a  very  large  and  varied  stock 
of  ironmongery  and  other  goods  of  the  several  descrip- 
tions before  mentioned.  He  also  has  a  very  fine 
selection  of  marble  and  slate  mantels,  stoves,  &c,  &c, 
and  combines  with  his  other  business  that  of  furnishing 
builder  and  agricultural  ironmonger.  In  these  different 
branches  of  manufacture  the  business,  which  he  has 
so  successfully  carried  on  for  some  years  past,  possesses 
a  very  wide  and  firmly-established  connection,  thus  testi- 
fying to  the  ability  and  energy  of  its  courteous  pro- 
prietor. 
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J.  T.  AITCHISON,  "Central"  Fish,  Game,  and  Poultry  Mart,  1,  Church  Place,  Dumfries. 


The  important  business  of  catering  in  fish,  game, 
and  poultry  for  the  community  in  and  around  Dumfries 
was  taken  up  in  the  early  part  of  1890  by   Mr.  J.  T, 


Aitchison,  who  for  some  nine  years  was  with  Mr. 
Edward  Kerr,  of  Chapel  Street  ;  a  part  of  which 
time  he  occupied  the  position  of  manager,  thus  gaining 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business,  which  has  since 
been  carried  on  with   great    and   exceptional   success. 


This  enterprising  gentleman  has  had  the  happiness  to 
secure  premises  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  most 
suitable  description,  situated  in  the  very  centre  of  the 
town,  at  the  top  of  High  Street,  with  a  double  frontage 
towards  Castle  Street  and  Church  Place.  This  estab- 
lishment has  been  fitted  up  in  the  finest  modern  style 
by  Mr.  Aitchison,  and  comprises  a  front  shop  with 
office  and  storage  accommodation  in  the  rear.  The 
fittings  are  of  marble,  and  the  whole  concern  is  a  model 
of  neatness  and  cleanliness.  A  large  and  valuable 
patronage  has  already  been  accorded  to  the  concern  by 
the  best  families,  and  the  circle  of  supporters  of  the 
enterprise  is  steadily  widening.  The  most  excellent 
arrangements,  we  need  hardly  intimate,  have  been 
made  for  distribution  by  Mr.  Aitchison's  own  carts,  so 
that  all  orders  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  can  be 
executed  without  delay.  Excellent  arrangements  have 
also  been  made  for  the  supply  of  fish,  game,  and 
poultry  in  season,  and  a  large  quantity  is  always  on 
hand.  Fish  are  received  fresh  every  morning  from 
local  and  coast  fishermen,  including  salmon,  soles,  and 
other  fine  species  when  in  season.  The  River  Nith, 
Aberdeen,  and  Grimsby  are  the  chief  sources  of  supply. 
The  business  is  managed  with  great  enterprise  by  the 
proprietor  in  person,  and  its  remarkable  success  speaks 
plainly  for  his  knowledge  of  the  trade  and  its  require- 
ments. 


MESSRS.    MACGOWAN    &    Co.,    Drapers,    Silk  Mercers,    Clothiers,   Hatters,  and    Shirtmakers, 

59,    High    Street,    Dumfries. 


The  splendid  establishment  of  Messrs.  Macgowan 
and  Co.  is  one  of  the  fashionable  centres  of  the 
flourishing  town  of  Dumfries,  and  will  compare 
favourably  with  anything  of  the  kind  in  the  Kingdom. 
The  business  has  been  established  for  thirteen  years, 
having  been  controlled  for  that  period  by  the  above 
enterprising  firm.  The  premises  have  been  superbly 
fitted  up  for  the  drapery  business,  and  the  exterior  is 
specially  good.  The  two  large  plate  glass  windows  are 
framed  in  ornamental  brass  relieved  by  highly  burnished 
nickel  mountings.  The  main  shop  or  saloon  is  handsome 
and  spacious,  artistically  fixtured,  and  runs  back  a 
hundred  feet.  The  rear  portion  is  used  as  a  millinery 
showroom,  and  is  divided  from  the  front  shop  by 
elegant  curtains.  The  stock  shown  in  both  departments 
is  of  the  newest  and  most  fashionable  description,  and 
is  very  comprehensive  and  complete.  Ascending  by 
wide  stairs  to  the  first  floor,  the  visitor  finds  himself  in 
a  most  attractive  ladies'  department  devoted  to  mantles, 
costumes,  and  outfitting ;  to  the  rear  of  which  is 
another  similar  department  devoted  to  gentlemen's 
outfitting,  hats,  hosier}',  ties,  gloves,  and  similar  small 
goods.  This  is  a  specially  reputed  department,  and  a 
first-class  cutter  is  retained.  Ascending  to  the  next 
floor,  we  reach  the  carpet,  curtain,  and  tapestry  rooms, 
displaying  a  fine  stock  of  modern   and  superior  goods. 


Heavier  floor  coverings,  such  as  linoleums  and  oil  cloth, 
are  accommodated  in  another  part  of  the  premises. 
The  workrooms  occupy  a  portion  of  the  premises  to  the 
rear,  situated  over  millinery  showroom ;  these  and 
several  extensive  stock  rooms  completing  one  of  the 
finest  drapery  premises  imaginable.  We  do  not  propose 
to  recount  all  the  varied  merits  of  the  different  sections 
of  the  business,  or  appraise  their  value,  but  the  most 
cursory  inspection  of  Messrs.  Macgowan  &  Co.'s  ware- 
house is  sufficient  to  show  the  visitor  that  they  are 
fully  abreast  of  the  times  and  in  close  touch  with  the 
great  fashionable  centres.  In  the  important  making-up 
section  they  enjoy  the  support  of  the  fashionable 
residents  of  the  town  and  district,  both  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  and  their  capabilities  go  without  saying.  As 
an  illustration  of  the  modern  and  well-equipped 
character  of  the  business,  we  may  note  that  the  estab- 
lishment is  fitted  up  with  an  excellent  cash  tramwa)'. 
About  thirty  selected  hands  are  engaged.  A  great  trade 
is  done  in  all  departments,  and  the  place  during  shopping 
hours  presents  a  scene  of  busy  activity.  The  firm 
hold  the  highest  place  in  the  drapery  and  outfitting 
business,  and  no  further  testimony  to  their  ability  is 
needed  than  this  fine  emporium  itself.  "  Si  qucevis 
testimonium,"  one  might  say,  "  circumspice  !  " 
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ROBERT  ARMSTRONG  &  SON,  Tea,  Wine,  and  Coffee   Merchants,  Aerated  Water  Manufacturers 
and  Bottlers,  15,  English  Street;    and  13  and  15,  Assembly  Street,   Dumfries. 


In  noticing  in  these  pages  the  principal  business 
establishments  of  Dumfries,  the  successful  and  compre- 
hensive business  carried  on  by  the  above  firm  demands 
attention.  As  indicated  in  the  title  of  this  notice,  the 
enterprise  includes  two  main  lines  of  business  both  ol 
great  importance.  The  older  one,  that  connected  with 
the  wine  and  spirit  trade,  was  founded  about  thirty 
years  ago,  and  has  been  controlled  by  Mr.  Armstrong 
(who  has  lately  assumed  his  son  as  partner)  for  the  past 
twenty-six  years.  This  section  of  the  business  is  carried 
on  in  large  and  commodious  premises  at  15,  English 
Street,  comprising  every  facility  for  the  trade,  ample 
storage,  cellarage,  bottling  departments,  &c.  Both 
wines  and  spirits  are  dealt  in  largely.  The  firm  have 
long  been  large  importers  of  wines  from  the  principal 
wine  districts  of  the  Continent,  and  hold  a  select  and 
very  extensive  stock  of  fine  ports,  clarets,  sherries,  and 
champagnes.  These  are  matured  and  bottled  on  the 
premises  along  with  the  finer  Scotch  and  Irish  whiskies 
and  foreign  brandies  which  find  a  place  in  this  depart- 
ment. An  ale  and  porter  bottling  department  is  asso- 
ciated with  this  establishment,  and  commands  a  large 
business,  the  firm  holding  the  important  agency  for  the 
sale  in  this  district  of  George  Raggett  and  Son's 
celebrated  nourishing  stout.  This  eminent  London  firm 
is  noted  for  brewing  the  purest  quality  of  this  popular 
beverage,  possessing  invigorating  properties  unsurpassed 
in  excellence  by  the  productions  of  any  other  house  in 
the  trade,  as  testified  by  the  report  of  Dr.  Hassall, 
"  Analyst  of  the  Lancet  Sanitary  Commission,"  who  em- 
phatically endorses  its  high  dietetic  value  ;  and  it  has 
also  secured  the  approbation  of  such  eminent  medical 
authorities  as  Sir  William  Fergusson,  Bart.,  Serjeant- 
Surgeon  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  ;  Dr.  F.  Sydney 
Smyth,  Brockley ;  Dr.  Morris,  Spalding ;  Dr.  Lionel 
Weatherley,   Portishead  ;    Dr.    Lammiman,   Tunbridge 


Wells ;  Dr.  Kennard  Lambourn,  and  other  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  profession,  who  not  only  recommend  this 
stout  to  their  patients,  but  invariably  order  for  use  in 
their  own  households.  Another  speciality  of  Messrs. 
Raggett  supplied  by  this  firm  is  their  widely  popular 
"  Golden  Hop  "  bitter  beer,  which  is  of  Burton  brewing, 
composed  of  the  purest  ingredients  only,  and  unsur- 
passed in  flavour  and  purity  by  any  other  bitter  beer  in 
the  market.  The  aerated  water  manufactory  is  situated 
in  Assembly  Street,  and  is  fitted  up  with  the  best 
modern  plant  for  the  production  cf  aerated  beverages  of 
all  kinds,  such  as  lemonade,  soda  water,  kali  water, 
seltzer,  sarsaparilla,  and  the  like.  Both  the  bottling  and 
aerated  water  departments  are  provided  with  ample 
storage  accommodation,  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  very 
heavy  wholesale  trade.  The  firm  are  also  well  known 
as  tea  merchants  and  as  first-class  coffee  merchants  and 
coffee  roasters.  The  latter  has  become  quite  a  speci- 
ality, and  large  dry  stores  are  provided  for  its  accommo- 
dation and  for  carrying  on  the  delicate  processes  of 
roasting  and  grinding,  special  machinery  having  been 
laid  down  for  this  purpose,  and  the  greatest  care  and 
attention  being  devoted  to  the  various  operations.  The 
coffee  is  selected  with  experienced  judgment  from  the 
choicest  growths  of  the  leading  sources  of  produce  in  the 
world,  and  is  consigned  in  large  quantities  daily  to  all 
parts  of  the  Kingdom.  The  trade  on  the  whole  is  of  the 
first  order,  and  is  conducted  with  great  enterprise,  ability, 
and  success.  The  senior  partner  is,  we  need  not  say,  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  town,  and  is  highly 
respected.  He  receives  invaluable  assistance  from  his 
son,  and  now  junior  partner,  in  the  general  supervision 
of  this  important  and  well-established  enterprise.  Under 
the  joint  control  of  Messrs.  Armstrong  its  future  pros- 
perity and  reputation  are  in  no  danger  of  diminution. 


DOUGLAS    WYLIE,  Tailor,  Clothier,  and  Outfitter,  77,  High  Street  (Plainstones),  Dumfries. 


The  busy  and  thriving  town  of  Dumfries  presents  few 
more  attractive  establishments  than  that  conducted  by 
Mr.  Douglas  Wylie,  the  well-known  Tailor,  Clothier, 
and  Outfitter,  which  we  select  as  the  subject  of  this  brief 
review.  Although  the  business  cannot  claim  the  antiquity 
of  some  of  its  older  contemporaries  in  the  trade,  the 
undertaking  has,  since  its  establishment  three  years  ago, 
fully  justified  its  existence  by  the  marked  success  and 
increasing  popularity  gained  by  the  proprietor  during  that 
comparatively  brief  period.  The  premises  occupied  by 
Mr.  Wylie  are  centrally  situated  on  the  Plainstones  at  77, 
High  Street,  and  comprise  a  handsome  and  commodious 
double  shop,  with  fine  plate  glass  frontage,  which  is 
effectively  utilised  for  the  display  of  the  stock 
submitted  for  inspection.  The  interior  is  of  spacious 
proportions  and  well  appointed  throughout,  and  is  con- 
veniently arranged  for  the  various  departments  of  the 
business.  The  stock  held  by  the  proprietor  is  of  a  most 
varied  and  comprehensive  character,  including  men's, 
youths'  and  boys'  suits  or  single  garments  ready  made  in  all 
the  newest  styles  ;  waterproof  coats,  capes,  leggings,  and 
oilskin  goods  ;  leather,  waterproof,  and  tweed  leggings  ; 


woo!,  angola,  Oxford  print  and  dress  shirts,  Hawick 
hosier}7,  lambs'  wool,  merino  and  cotton  shirts  and  pants, 
plaiding  drawers,  gloves,  ties,  collars,  cuffs,  handker- 
chiefs, mufflers,  braces,  belts,  umbrellas,  travelling  bags, 
railway  rugs,  and  every  description  of  outfitting  goods 
of  the  most  superior  quality  at  very  moderate  prices. 
Special  attention  is  devoted  by  the  proprietor  to  the 
rapidly  increasing  "bespoke"  trade,  for  which  he  holds 
a  splendid  stock  of  Scotch  and  English  tweeds,  cloths, 
sergings,  overcoatings  and  ulsterings  in  all  the  new 
season  patterns,  and  for  which  the  services  of  a  first-class 
cutter  and  experienced  workmen  are  retained.  An 
extensive  connection  has  been  secured  by  Mr.  Wylie, 
whose  unremitting  efforts  are  devoted  to  giving  the 
utmost  satisfaction  to  his  numerous  patrons;  and  this 
gentleman's  courteous  attention  to  the  requirements  of 
all  classes  of  visitors,  combined  with  first-class  quality 
in  every  article  supplied,  has  gained  for  the  establish- 
ment a  wide  measure  of  popular  favour  and  the  ever- 
increasing  support  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dumfries  and 
the  surrounding:  districts. 
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WILLIAM     MUIR,     Cabinet     Maker,     Upholsterer,     Undertaker,     Auctioneer,     &     Appraiser, 
81     &     83,     English     Street,     Dumfries  ;      and     Kirkcudbright. 


Mr,  William  Muir  evidently  believes  in  the  wisdom 
of  having  more  than  "one  string  to  your  bow,"  and 
has  found  his  account  in  acting  on  that  principle.  Thus 
he  has  successfully  conducted,  for  the  last  six  years, 
a  first-class  cabinet -making  business,  general  auc- 
tioneering, removals,  and  funeral  undertaking.  His 
new  and  handsome  premises,  recently  erected  in 
English  Street,  afford  every  facility  for  carrying  on  the 
several  enterprises,  and  have  been  skilfully  designed 
for  their  accommodation.  The  building  has  a  frontage 
of  40  feet  and  is  of  three  storeys,  handsomely  orna- 
mented. The  windows  and  interior  fittings  are 
arranged  after  modern  ideas,  and  do  no  small  credit  to 
the  architect.  The  interior  saloon  is  devoted  to  a 
display  of  that  excellent  cabinet  work  and  furniture 
for  which  Scotland  has  long  been  celebrated,  comprising 
rosewood  inlaid  cabinets,  bookcases ;  drawing-room, 
dining-room,  and  bedroom  suites,  after  the  styles  of 
various  periods;  hall  and  library  furniture,  cheffoniers, 
sideboards,  wardrobes,  tables  of  various  kinds,  and,  in  a 
word,  high-class  furniture  of  every  description.  Here 
also  is  the  office.  The  auction  hall  is  alongside,  and  is 
a  spacious  and  commodious  locale  for  carrying  on  this 
branch  of  the  business.  Its  dimensions  are  80ft.  by  20ft., 
and  it  is  fitted  with  large  folding  doors  to  facilitate  the 
receipt  and  dispatch  of  goods.  The  first  floor  contains 
several  showrooms  devoted  to  carpets  of  all  kinds, 
Axminster  art,  Brussels,  Kensington,  etc.,  together  with 
hearthrugs,  tapestries,  cretonnes,  brass  and  iron  bed- 
steads, etc.  The  third  floor  is  devoted  to  sundry  articles 
of  furniture  and  bedding.  To  the  rear  are  very  extensive 
showrooms.  Ample  workshops  are  also  provided,  for 
carrying  on  the  cabinet  making  and  upholstery,  fitted 
up  with  all  the  necessary  appliances.  Near  by  are 
the  wood  stores  for  storing  and  seasoning  the  several 
hard  woods  employed.  There  is  employed  a  large  and 
efficient  staff  of  competent  workmen.  The  undertaking 
department  is  provided  for  on  the  same  liberal  scale, 
and  is  completely  equipped.  Mr.  Muir  does  a  large 
business  in  all  departments,   and  enjoys  a  steady  and 


rapidly-increasing  patronage.  He  is  thoroughly  at  home 
in  the  auctioneering  business,  holding  periodical  sales  in 
his  own  auction  mart,  or  conducting  sales  on  the  spot 
for  clients  in  town  or  country.  His  varied  avocations 
give  plenty  of  scope  for  the  exercise  of  his  abilities,  and 


the  success  with  which  they  are  followed  is  the  best 
proof  of  the  genuineness  of  his  business  capacities. 
The  removal  branch  is  now  a  great  success.  Mr.  Muir 
also  conducts  a  flourishing  business  in  Castle  Street, 
Kirkcudbright.  He  is  a  well-known,  popular,  and 
highly-respected  gentleman,  and  enjoys  the  confidence 
of  his  very  numerous  clients,  customers,  and  friends. 


MESSRS.    W.    T.    HENDERSON    &    Co.,    Boot    and    Shoe    Manufacturers, 
94   and    98,     High    Street,     Dumfries. 


The  above  firm  control  the  oldest  and  best  reputed 
business  of  the  kind  in  Dumfries.  Established  by  the 
great-grandfather  of  the  present  proprietors  so  far  back 
as  1742,  it  has  passed  from  generation  to  generation 
during  the  long  interval,  finally  coming  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  present  proprietors  in  1845.  The  business, 
which  deals  with  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes 
for  all  purposes,  is  distinctly  a  high-class  one  and  is 
carried  on  in  large  and  handsomely  fitted  premises 
occupying  a  good  position  in  High  Street.  The  shop, 
which  has  good  plate  glass  show  windows,  is  nicely 
appointed  with  show  cases,  etc.,  containing  samples  of 
the  fine  boots  and  shoes  of  the  firm's  make.  These 
goods  are  designed  for  every  imaginable  purpose — for 
walking,  riding,  driving,  hunting,  sporting,  etc., — and  dis- 


play all  the  favourite  fashionable  styles.  Only  the  finest 
materials,  selected  with  the  utmost  care,  are  employed, 
while  the  working  staff  are  all  picked  workmen  of  the 
highest  practical  skill.  The  result  is,  as  might  be 
expected,  a  class  of  goods  not  to  be  surpassed  anywhere, 
perfect  both  in  style  and  workmanship.  The  Messrs. 
Henderson  and  Co.  cater  principally  for  the  fashionable 
circles  of  the  town  and  district,  most  of  the  local 
nobility  and  gentry  being  old  and  steady  patrons.  But 
we  must  here  mention  that  they  also  have  an  extensive 
connection  in  the  Colonies  and  India,  to  which  parts 
parcels  are  constantly  being  sent.  The  head  of  the 
concern,  Mr.  W.  T.  Henderson,  is  well  known  and 
universally  respected  in  Dumfries,  and  by  none  more 
than  by  his  numerous  and  influential  patrons. 
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MR.  J.  J.  CLARK,  Auctioneer  and  Trader,  Market  Hall,  Dumfries. 


There  is  no  more  popular  and  respected  man  in  the' 
town  of  Dumfries  than  Mr.  J.  J.  Clark,  Auctioneer, 
Valuer,  and  Cycle  Agent.  He  is  popular  by  reason  of 
his  genial,  social  qualities,  his  personal  kindliness  of 
manner ;  and  he  is  respected  inasmuch  as  in  various 
public  capacities  he  has  discharged  the  duties  he 
has  assumed  conscientiously  and  well.  He  is,  for 
example,  a  member  of  the  Town  Council,  Past 
Master  of  the  Thistle  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  No. 
62,  is  associated  with  several  public  movements,  is 
Secretary  for  the  Northern  Division  National 
Canine  Defence  League,  and  Secretary  for  the  South 
of  Scotland  Dog  Show  Association,  and  President 
of  the  South  of  Scotland  Football  Association. 
Considering  that  not  only  has  he  numerous  public 
engagements  to  fulfil,  but  that  he  conducts  a  most 
extensive  business,  it  is  apparent  that  he  is  a  man  whose 
time  is  very  fully  occupied,  and  that  he  does  not  spare 
himself.  It  has  been  stated  that  he  is  an  auctioneer  and 
valuer  and  that  he  has  a  cycle  emporium.  That  he  should 
carry  on  successfully  a  combination  of  trades  so  diverse  as 
these  proves  his  versatility,  for  as  a  business  man,  as  well 
as  in  his  public  and  official  capacities,  he  has  achieved 
conspicuous  success.  He  began  as  an  auctioneer  in 
1878,  and  the  premises  where  he  carries  on  operations 
now  constitute  what  may  be  regarded  as  a  notable  local 
institution.  They  comprise  a  fine  auction  hall,  60  feet 
long  by  35  wide,  well  lighted,  and  in  a  most  convenient 
position.  Adjoining  the  hall  there  is  a  building,  three 
stories  high,  used  as  store  rooms  for  furniture,  with  a 
hoist  to  the  top  floor ;  and  there  are  in  addition  two  large 
showrooms,  where  there  is  an  extensive  and  varied 
assortment  of  cycles  from  the  best  known  manufacturers 
in  the  United  Kingdom  ;  also  novelties  and  specialities 
for  cycles.  One  showroom  contains  an  excellent 
collection  of  perambulators,  bassinettes,  mail  carts,  etc., 
of  the  newest  designs.  It  will  be  gathered,  therefore, 
that  Mr.  Clark's  operations  are  as  extensive  as  they  are 
comprehensive.  As  an  auctioneer  there  is  not,  in  his 
own  special  line,  any  better  known  man  in  the  South  of 
Scotland,  nor  one  in  whom  greater  confidence  is  reposed. 
His  sales  are  well  attended,  and  they  have  come  to  be 
regarded  as  amongst  the  most  notable  local  events. 
For,  the  enormous  quantity  of  goods  he  handles  and 
their  miscellaneous  character  enable  him  to  cater  for 
every   possible    requirement    in    the    way   of   household 


requisites.  Of  these  he  receives  huge  consignments  not 
only  from  various  parts  of  Scotland,  but  also  from 
England — a  fact  partly  accounted  for  by  the  convenient 
situation  of  Dumfries,  which  may  be  regarded  as  the 
commercial  highway  between  the  two  countries.  A  very 
novel  feature  of  his  establishment  is  what  he  calls  the 
"  Exchange  and  Mart,"  where  articles  not  intended  for 
sale  by  auction  may  be  exhibited,  and,  if  sales  be  effected, 
only  a  nominal  commission  is  charged  for  the  accommo- 
dation. The  adoption  of  this  most  convenient  expedient, 
which  meets  a  long-felt  want,  but  which  is,  as  yet,  utterly 
unknown  in  very  much  larger  towns  than  Dumfries, 
indicates  that  Mr.  Clark  has  progressive  ideas.  In 
certain  large  English  towns  and  cities  which  could  be 
named,  a  great  deal  might  be  done  if  the  example  set 
by  Mr.  Clark  were  followed.  In  the  best  sense  of  the 
phrase  he  is  a  man  who  has  an  eye  to  the  main  chance, 
and  never  lets  an  opportunity  escape  him  which  can  be 
turned  to  account.  Take  an  example  : — When  auction 
sales  are  not  in  progress  he  is  prepared  to  let  the  Market 
Hall  for  entertainments,  meetings,  and  so  forth — purposes 
for  which  it  is  admirably  adapted.  For  it  is  not  only 
spacious  and  convenient,  but  ornate,  having  recently 
been  renovated,  enlarged,  and  re-painted  throughout. 
It  is  also  well  lighted.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  tents  are 
required  for  festive  gatherings  he  is  prepared  to 
supply  these  on  hire  of  any  size  and  in  any  number. 
His  cycling  business  is  extensive,  and  his  stock  of  the 
best  models  of  machines  is  commensurately  considerable. 
In  both  respects  it  is  sufficiently  important  to  warrant 
his  claim  to  be  described  as  owner  of  the  "  South  Scottish 
Depot  for  all  the  best  makes  of  bicycles,  tricycles,  and 
cycling  accessories."  For  the  benefit  of  amateur  cyclists 
he  issues  annually  a  table  of  all  cycling  records,  which 
may  be  consulted  by  aspiring  wheelmen  who  aim  at 
emulating  or  surpassing  these  ;  and,  as  consul  of  the 
Cyclists'  Touring  Club,  keeps  maps  and  the  cycling 
periodicals  for  the  use  of  tourists,  etc.  As  a  valuer,  Mr. 
Clark's  skill  may  be  relied  on.  He  undertakes  the 
preparation  of  inventories  and  valuations  for  legacy 
duties,  exchange  and  legal  processes — a  very  exacting 
class  of  work,  entailing  considerable  experience  and 
judgment  and  the  exercise  of  no  little  diplomacy.  All 
the  facts  cited  stamp  Mr.  Clark  as  a  man  of  no  ordinary 
capacity  :  they  prove  him  to  be  a  man  who,  in  a  wider 
sphere  of  action,  would  undoubtedly  come  to  the  front. 


JAMES  REID,  Hatter  and  Hosier,  High  Street,  Dumfries. 


The  leading  and  important  business  now  controlled 
by  Mr.  James  Reid  was  founded  about  forty  years  ago 
by  Mr.  Tweedle,  was  subsequently  carried  on  by  his 
sons,  and  finally  passed  into  the  present  ownership 
some  two  years  since.  The  premises  have  a 
commanding  frontage,  with  good  show  windows  taste- 
fully dressed  and  displaying  the  latest  novelties  in  hats, 
ties,  hosiery,  collars,  scarves,  gloves,  and  similar  goods. 
The  shop  is  handsomely  fitted  up  and  contains  a  varied 
selection  of  hatters'  and  hosiers'  goods,  rugs,  umbrellas, 
waterproof  coats,   travelling   bags,    and   the    numerous 


requisites  of  gents'  outfitting.  A  leading  business 
has  long  been  attached  to  the  house,  and,  under  Mr. 
Reid's  experienced  control,  this  has  been  more  than 
maintained.  The  clients  of  the  establishment  include 
the  best  town  and  country  residents,  many  of  them 
old  patrons.  Mr.  Reid  personally  attends  to  the  busi- 
ness and  has  every  reason  to  feel  proud  of  the  large 
measure  of  support  he  has  received  during  the  term 
of  his  proprietorship.  He  is  a  very  accomplished 
man  of  business,  well  versed  in  the  special  details  of 
his  own  important  department  of  trade. 
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JOHN     FALLAS    (late  John  Weir),    Saddler  and  Harness  Maker,   Manufacturer  of  Portmanteaus, 

Trunks,    &c.,    18,    English    Street,    Dumfries. 


This  flourishing  business  has  been  solidly  estab- 
lished for  over  a  century  and  has  been  conducted 
during  the  latter  half  of  that  time  with  exceptional 
success.  The  original  founders  were  Messrs.  Coltart 
and  Jellyburn,  who  were  succeeded  by  Mr.  John  Weir. 
Finally,  twenty-four  years  ago,  Mr.  John  Fallas,  the 
present  owner,  acquired  the  business,  and  has  steadily 
raised  its  reputation  and  importance  in  the  interval. 
The  shop  is  of  good  proportions  and  has  six  large 
windows — two  in  English  street  and  four  in  Queen 
Street — for  display.  One  of  these  is  devoted  to  saddlery, 
harness,  and  the  like,  and  the  others  to  the  trunks, 
portmanteaus,  travelling  bags,  hat  cases,  and  similar 
leather  goods,  for  which  the  firm  have  long  enjoyed  a 
high  reputation.  The  large  and  handsome  shop  dis- 
plays a  profusion  of  similar  goods,  all  of  the  firm's  own 
manufacture   and  of  the  best   material  and   workman- 


ship. The  shop  is  well  appointed  and  contains  several 
handsome  show  cases.  To  the  rear  are  workshops, 
where  an  excellent  staff  is  busily  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  various  articles.  The  house  has  an 
eminent  reputation  for  its  productions,  and  carried  off 
the  Prize  Medal  at  the  great  International  Exhibition 
in  London,  1862,  Highland  and  Local  Agricultural 
Show  on  several  occasions,  for  saddlery  and  harness. 
This  is  an  honour  to  be  proud  of,  and  speaks  well  for 
the  skill  of  Dumfries  craftsmen.  Mr.  Fallas  has  in  no 
way  suffered  the  high  standing  of  the  business  to  be 
lost,  and  has  ably  maintained  and  enhanced  it.  He 
commands  a  connection  of  the  first  order  both  with 
home  and  foreign  customers,  and  receives,  we  need  not 
say,  not  a  few  "  repeat  "  orders.  He  is  an  excellent 
man  of  business  and  is  highly  esteemed  on  all  hands. 


HUGH   RODGER,  Wholesale  and  Retail  Glass  and  China  Merchant,  129,  High  Street,  Dumfries. 


The  rapid  development  of  art  institutions,  schools 
of  design,  and  other  facilities  for  educating  popular 
taste  in  the  direction  of  refinement  in  the  surroundings 
of  even  the  humblest  households  has  led  to  a  corres- 
ponding demand  for  articles  having  some  pretention  to 
artistic  design,  and  in  no  trade  is  this  fact  more  apparent 
than  the  glass  and  china  industry.  This  department  of 
activity  is  adequately  represented  in  Dumfries  by  Mr. 
Hugh  Rodger,  of  129,  High  Street,  a  visit  to  whose 
attractive  establishment  will  amply  confirm  the  marked 
progress  in  artistic  excellence  suggested  in  our  prefatory 
sentences.  The  business  conducted  by  this  gentleman 
is  of  old-established  standing,  having  been  founded  in 
1869  by  Mr.  James  Rodger,  who  was  succeeded  by  the 
present  proprietor  in  18S4.  The  premises  are  of  com- 
modious proportions,  comprising  handsome  shop  extend- 
ing 70  feet  to  the  rear,  fitted  throughout  with  excellent 
taste,  and  fully  provided  with  the  necessary  conveniences 
for  displaying  the  immense  stock  to  the  best  advantage. 
The  windows  form  an  attractive  feature  of  the  establish- 
ment, and  the  upper  part  of  the  building  is  also  utilised 
as  show   rooms,    of  which    there  are  four  in   number, 


stocked  to  repletion  with  goods  of  a  useful  and  orna- 
mental character.  The  stock  embraces  a  large  and 
varied  assortment  of  elegantly  designed  dinner,  tea. 
dessert,  and  breakfast  services  in  all  the  newest  styles, 
selected  from  the  leading  makers  and  unrivalled  in 
quality  and  price  in  the  district.  Toilet  sets  in  all 
patterns  ;  glass  for  table  and  ornamental  purposes,  cut 
in  the  most  artistic  designs ;  and  a  great  variety  of 
Minton,  Wedgwood,  and  other  ware  from  the  principal 
ceramic  manufacturers  at  home  and  abroad.  A  large 
wholesale  and  retail  trade  is  done,  and  has  secured  an 
extensive  and  valuable  private  connection.  The 
business  is  conducted  throughout  with  great  energy  and 
enterprise  under  the  personal  management  of  the 
principal,  whose  unremitting  attention  is  devoted  to 
supplying  the  requirements  of  popular  taste  at  prices 
within  the  reach  of  all  classes,  a  system  of  trading  which 
has  been  consistently  pursued  by  Mr.  Rodger  through- 
out his  business  career  with  the  most  gratifying  and 
successful  results,  and  has  gained  for  the  establishment 
which  he  so  ably  conducts  a  well-deserved  measure  of 
substantial  patronage  and  support. 


THOMAS    H.    BURNET,  Gentlemen's   Outfitting  Establishment,   40,   Buccleugh   Street,  Dumfries. 


Amongst  the  comparatively  recent  additions  to  the 
leading  commercial  houses  of  Dumfries  must  be  num- 
bered the  undertaking  established  about  twelve  months 
since  by  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Burnet,  gentlemen's  outfitter, 
which,  from  the  success  it  has  already  secured,  is  fully 
entitled  to  special  distinction  in  these  columns.  The 
premises  selected  by  this  gentleman  for  his  business 
operations  are  situated  at  40,  Buccleugh  Street,  and 
comprise  large  double-fronted  shop  with  attractive  win- 
dows,   displaying    on    one    side   a   tastefully   arranged 


assortment  of  gentlemen's  hosiery,  shirts,  ties,  collars, 
gloves,  and  other  outfitting  goods,  and  on  the  other  a 
selection  of  all  the  new  season's  novelties  in  worsted 
coatings,  vicunas,  serges,  and  trouserings  in  the  most 
fashionable  shades  and  patterns  suitable  to  the  high- 
class  character  of  the  trade.  The  interior  is  handsomely 
appointed  and  conveniently  arranged  with  cutting  and 
fitting-on  rooms,  and  the  establishment  is  also  provided 
with  a  spacious,  well-ventilated,  and  sanitarily  perfect 
workroom,   wherein    a    staff  of    experienced    hands    is 
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employed.  The  trade  is  essentially  a  high-class  one  in 
every  department,  a  first-class  cutter  being  engaged  to 
execute  all  orders  entrusted  to  the  firm,  affording  a 
satisfactory  assurance  for  perfection  of  style,  fit,  and 
superior  workmanship  of  every  garment  ordered  from 
this  establishment.  The  business  connection  is  of  an 
extensive  and  influential  character,  including  the  prin- 


cipal resident  gentry  in  the  district,  whose  patronage 
has  been  secured  by  the  care  and  attention  bestowed 
on  every  detail  of  the  management  by  Mr.  Burnet, 
whom  we  have  pleasure  in  congratulating  on  the  sub- 
stantial success  he  has  already  attained,  which  affords 
every  indication  of  rapid  future  development. 


JOHN      ADAIR,     Goldsmith,     Jeweller,     and     Watchmaker,     High     Street,     Dumfries. 


In  recording  the  commercial  successes  of  the 
thriving  town  of  Din, fries,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
ignore  the  claims  to  prominent  recognition  of  Mr.  John 
Adair,  goldsmith,  jeweller,  and  watchmaker,  whose 
well-known  establishment  in  High  Street  forms  one  of 
the  principal  attractions  in  this  leading  thoroughfare. 
The  business  conducted  by  this  gentleman  was  estab- 
lished by  him  25  years  ago,  and  is  now  not  only  the  lead- 
ing, but  one  of  the  oldest,  houses  in  the  trade  in  the 
district.  The  premises  occupied  by  Mr.  Adair  com- 
prise a  very  handsome  establishment  beautifully  fitted 
throughout,  with  massive  plate  glass  window  contain- 
ing a  splendid  display  of  costly  gold  and  gem  jewellery 
in  the  newest  and  most  artistic  designs,  ladies'  and 
gentlemen's  gold  and  silver  watches  and  silver  electro- 
plated goods  in  great  variety,  and  an  attractive  assort- 
ment of  useful  and  ornamental  articles'suitable  for  pre- 
sentation, &c.  The  interior  of  the  establishment  pre- 
sents a  most  recherche  appearance,  the  floor  being 
effectively  laid  with  tesselated  tiles  and  the  walls  sur- 
rounded with  handsome  show  cases  for  the  advantageous 
display  of  the  stock.  This  embraces,  in  addition  to  the 
articles    above    enumerated,    an    extensive   and    varied 


assortment  of  dining  and  drawing  room  clocks  and  time- 
pieces of  Engiish  and  Continental  manufacture  in 
marble,  gilt,  and  ormolu  ;  table  furnishings  in  silver 
and  electroplate  epergnes,  waiters,  fish  carvers,  &c, 
beautifully  embossed  and  chased,  bronzes,  and  an 
immense  variety  of  objets  d'  art,  the  whole  forming  an 
exhibition  of  high-class  goods  unrivalled  in  the  pro- 
vinces. In  the  rear  a  spacious  workshop  is  provided 
for  the  operative  departments,  which  include  the  execu- 
tion of  repairs  to  watches,  clocks,  jewellery,  &c,  for 
which  the  services  of  a  staff  of  experienced  and  compe- 
tent workmen  are  retained.  A  very  extensive  and 
influential  connection  has  been  established  by  Mr. 
Adair,  whose  clientele  embraces  the  elite  of  the  county 
families  and  resident  gentry  in  the  district,  and  this 
gentleman  is  also  widely  patronised  by  the  numerous 
distinguished  visitors  touring  in  Scotland.  The  busi- 
ness is  very  ably  conducted  under  the  personal  direc- 
tion of  the  proprietor,  whose  courteous  attention  to  the 
requirements  of  all  classes  of  visitors  and  thoroughly 
practical  knowledge  of  every  detail  of  the  trade  have 
gained  for  Mr.  Adair  the  confidence,  respect,  and  sup- 
port of  every  section  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


WILSON,    JESPERS,    &    Co.,    Merchant    Tailors    and    Outfitters,    95,    High    Street,    Dumfries. 


Amongst  the  leading  representative  houses  in 
this  branch  of  commercial  activity  in  Dumfries, 
special  distinction  must  be  assigned  to  the  well-known 
firm  of  Messrs.  Wilson,  Jespers,  &  Co.,  Merchant 
Tailors  and  Outfitters,  whose  eminent  position  in  the 
trade  fully  entitles  them  to  the  consideration  of  our 
readers.  The  business  is  of  substantial  standing,  having 
been  established  ten  years  ago  by  the  present  proprietors, 
who  have  during  that  period  considerably  extended  the 
scope  of  their  operations,  under  the  personal  supervision 
of  their  manager,  Mr.  J.  G.  Bell.  The  premises  occu- 
pied by  the  firm  are  situate  at  95,  High  Street,  and 
comprise  handsome  double-fronted  shop  of  spacious 
proportions,  beautifully  appointed  throughout,  and  pos- 
sessing a  wide  and  attractive  window  frontage.  The 
interior  is  conveniently  arranged,  and  presents  for  in- 
spection one  of  the  largest  and  most  varied  stocks  of 
goods  in  the  district.  These  include  men's,  youths', 
and  boys'  ready-made  clothing  in  all  the  newest  styles 
and  of  the  most  fashionable  materials,  gentlemen's  silk 
and  felt  hats,  hosiery,  gloves,  and  general  outfitting 
goods.  The  "  bespoke"  department  forms  an  important 
feature  of  the    tailoring    trade,    spacious   cutting  rooms 


and  fitting-on  saloon  being  provided  for  this  purpose. 
The  stock  of  cloths  held  by  the  firm  is  of  first-class 
quality,  embracing  Scotch  and  English  tweeds,  West  of 
England  and  Melton  cloths,  serges,  diagonals,  and  fancy 
trouserings  and  suitings  in  all  the  new  season's  patterns. 
The  services  of  a  thoroughly  experienced  cutter  are 
retained,  and  the  work  is  executed  on  the  premises  by  a 
staff  of  nine  competent  hands,  under  the  personal  super- 
vision of  the  principals,  ensuring  the  perfection  of  fit, 
style,  and  workmanship  in  every  garment  produced  at 
the  establishment.  An  extensive  clientele  has  been 
secured  by  the  firm  which  includes  the  leading  resident 
gentry  in  Dumfries  and  the  surrounding  districts,  whose 
support  has  been  established  by  the  superior  excellence 
of  every  article  supplied  by  this  widely  patronised 
business  house.  Messrs.  Wilson,  Jrspers,  &  Co.  have 
a  branch  establishment  of  a  similar  character  at  Carlisle, 
the  entire  undertaking  being  conducted  with  great 
energy  and  enterprise  under  the  personal  management 
of  the  principals,  whose  unremitting  attention  is  devoted 
to  maintaining  the  prestige  so  long  and  deservedly- 
enjoyed  by  the  establishments  over  which  they  so  ably 
and  efficiently  preside. 
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JAMES      BROWN,     Coach    Builder,    Castle    Douglas. 


An  important  branch  of  industrial  activity  is  repre- 
sented in  this  district  by  Mr.  James  Brown,  Coach 
Builder,  whose  business  has  for  many  years  past  held  a 
leading  position  in  Castle  Douglas.  The  undertaking 
was  established  in  1832  by  the  late  Mr.  James  Brown, 
father  of  the  present  proprietor,  who  succeeded  to  the 
business  on  the  death  of  the  former  gentleman  in  18S3. 
The  manufactory  is  centrally  situated,  the  conveniently 
adapted  premises  comprising  spacious  showroom  on  the 
ground  floor  with  workshops  in  the  rear  providing  ac- 
commodation for  the  body-making,  wheeling,  and 
smiths'  departments  ;  the  trimmers'  and  painting  shops 
occupying  the  upper  floor,  with  hoist  to  elevate  the 
vehicles,  etc.,  in  course  of  completion.  The  showroom 
offers  for  inspection  a  splendid  selection  of  broughams, 
landaus,  dogcarts,  etc.,  in  elegant  modern  designs,  and 
other  vehicles  of  superior  excellence  of  construction. 
Mr.  Brown  also  builds  to  order  every  description  of 
carriages  on  the  most  improved  plans  with  best 
materials,  and  will,   at  any   time,   submit  drawings  and 


estimates  for  this  purpose.  An  important  feature  of  the 
business  is  the  execution  of  all  kinds  of  repairs,  which 
are  completed  with  the  utmost  promptitude  at  most 
moderate  charges. 

An  extensive  and  old-established  connection  has 
been  secured  by  Mr.  Brown,  who  numbers  amongst  his 
large  circle  of  patrons  the  leading  nobility  and  landed 
gentry  in  the  South-West  of  Scotland,  and  he  is  also 
honoured  with  commissions  from  clients  in  all  parts  of 
the  Kingdom.  Mr.  Brown's  stock  also  includes  rugs, 
whips,  lamps,  and  other  requisites  of  the  trade,  every 
article  being  of  guaranteed  quality  and  selected  with 
care  from  the  leading  makers  in  the  country.  A  nu- 
merous staff  of  skilled  workmen  is  employed  in  the 
business  under  the  superintendence  of  the  proprietor, 
whose  life-long  experience  in  every  branch  of  the  trade 
ensures  the  perfection  of  design  and  workmanship  in 
the  execution  of  all  orders  entrusted  to  him  for 
completion. 


ANDREW    DOBIE,    Wholesale    and    Retail   Ironmonger,    Warwick    House,    Castle    Douglas. 


For   upwards    of  half  a    century    past  the  well-known 
establishment  conducted  by  Mr.  Andrew  Dobie,  Whole- 
sale and  Retail  Ironmonger,    Warwick    House,    Castle 
Douglas,  has  held  a  leading  position  in  the  trade  fully 
meriting  the  attention  of  our  readers.     The  business  was 
founded  as  far  back  as  1836  by  the  present  proprietor, 
who  has,  during  that  extended  period,  greatly  developed 
and  increased  the  resources  of  the  house.     The  premises 
occupied  by  Mr.   Dobie  are  centrally  situated,  and  com- 
prise a  handsome  and  commanding  three-storied  building 
with  two  large  shops   and  side  entrance   to  the   works. 
An  extensive  window  frontage  provides  facilities  for  the 
effective  display  of  the  stock,    and  the  interior  is  well 
appointed  throughout  with  handsome  show  cases,  etc., 
for  exhibiting  the  goods  to  advantage.     Here   may  be 
inspected    a    large    and   comprehensive   assortment    of 
general  builders'  and  furnishing  ironmongery,  japanned 
ware,    electroplate    and    Britannia    metal    goods,    best 
Sheffield  cutlery,  and  glass,  china,  and  earthenware,  a 
great  variety  of  household   and   domestic  requirements, 
which  the  limits  of  space  at  our  disposal  preclude  enu- 
meration in  detail.     At  the  rear  of  the  shop  the  visitor  is 
introduced  to  a  splendid   showroom,    170  feet    long   by 
30  feet  wide,  which  was  erected  about  three  years  ago 
when  the  establishment  underwent  important  structural 
improvements   and    additions.      The  goods   entrance   is 
from    Queen  Street.      This  department  shows    a    most 
attractive     display     of     high  -  class     goods,     including 
stoves,  marble  and  slate  mantels,  tiled    and  tesselated 
hearths,  fire-irons  in  all  the  newest  designs  in  brass  and 
steel,  chandeliers  and    gas  fittings,    hall    lamps,  and  a 


choice  assortment  of  glass  and  china  goods  of  a  useful 
and  ornamental  character,  etc.  The  upper  portion  of 
the  premises  is  utilised  as  a  warehouse,  and  storage  for 
the  heavier  class  of  goods  is  provided  in  the  basement. 
The  flats  are  connected  with  Pickering's  self-sustaining 
hoist,  and  the  goods  entrance  is  from  Queen  Street. 
The  works  are  situated  in  the  rear,  and  comprise  spacious 
accommodation  for  the  operative  departments,  which 
embrace  every  description  of  gas  and  water  engineering, 
smiths'  work,  bell-hanging,  tinning,  etc.,  in  which  the 
services  of  a  numerous  and  efficient  staff  of  skilled  work- 
men are  engaged. 

A  large  wholesale  and  retail  trade  is  done  by  Mr. 
Dobie,  and  his  business  connection  is  very  extensive  in 
the  district.  Among  his  customers  are  many  of  the 
leading  builders  and  contractors,  and  substantial 
support  is  also  accorded  to  him  by  the  principal  resident 
gentry. 

Owing  to  advancing  years  and  failing  health,  he 
has  retired  from  the  business,  and  is  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Mr.  Alex.  D.  Dobie,  who,  during  the  last  18  years, 
has  had  excellent  training  in  houses  of  standing  in 
Birmingham  and  Glasgow,  He  now  resides  on  the 
premises,  and,  under  his  management,  the  business  will 
be  admirably  conducted.  From  his  thorough  knowledge 
of  all  the  requirements  of  the  trade,  we  anticipate  that 
this  old-established  business  will  be  considerably  bene- 
fited by  his  experience  and  be  still  further  developed  ; 
and  that,  from  attention  to  the  interest  of  his  patrons, 
the  confidence  of  the  public  will  be  fully  maintained. 


Commercial    Castle    Douglas. 


WILLIAM     SMITH,    Family  Grocer,  Italian  Warehouseman,  and  Wine  and  Spirit  Merchant, 

101,    King    Street,    Castle    Douglas. 


One  of  the  oldest  business  houses  in  Castle  Douglas  is 
now  conducted,  with  marked  success,  by  Mr.  William 
SmitIi,  Family  Grocer,  Italian  Warehouseman  and  Wine 
and  Spirit  Merchant,  to  whose  courtesy  we  are  indebted 
for  the  opportunity  of  presenting  to  our  readers'  notice 
this  brief  descriptive  sketch.  The  business  was  estab- 
lished nearly  a  century  back  by  a  Mr.  Green,  who 
continued  the  undertaking  for  many  vears,  being  subse- 
quently succeeded  by  Mr.  John  Barclay,  and  was 
eventually  acquired  in  1887  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  present 
sole  proprietor.  Soon  after  assuming  the  control, 
Mr.  Smith  with  resolute  energy  commenced  the  thorough 
reconstruction  of  the  premises,  with  a  view  to  the 
ultimate  expansion  of  the  trade,  an  anticipation  which 
has  been  happily  verified  by  results,  and  calling  to  his 
aid  the  experienced  services  of  Mr.  R.  McVane,  Joiner 
and  Builder,  of  King  Street,  quickly  effected  a  complete 
transformation  of  the  building  from  its  former  antiquated 
appearance  into  the  commodious  and  handsome  estab- 
lishment which  now  forms  one  of  the  most  attractive 
architectural  features  in  the  town.  The  shop  has  been 
enlarged  to  treble  its  former  size,  its  present  dimensions 
being  45  feet  in  depth  and  24  feet  in  width.  Two  very 
large  plate  glass  windows  present  to  advantage  the 
attractive  assortment  of  goods  displayed  for  inspection, 
and  the  interior  fittings  have  been  tastefully  designed  ; 
the  lighting  arrangements  being  effectively  carried  out 
with  the  aid  of  two  of  Siemen's  patent  gas  burners.  In 
the  rear  of  the  shop  is  an  extensive  warehouse,  100  feet 
in  length,  devoted  to  the  storage  of  stock,  and  in  the 
basement  are  cellars  capable  of  holding  some  hundreds 
of  dozens  of  wine,  spirits,   and  bottled  ales  and  stouts. 


Spacious  stores  are  also  provided  for  mineral  and 
aerated  waters,  and  a  bottling  department,  fully  equipped 
with  modern  appliances  for  this  purpose,  supplies  every 
facility  for  this  branch  of  the  business.  The  establish- 
ment is  largely  stocked  in  each  department  with  goods 
which  have  been  selected  with  experience,  skill  and 
judgment,  from  the  best  markets  in  the  country,  Mr. 
Smith's  extensive  business  enabling  him  to  purchase 
direct  from  the  importers  and  producers,  on  the  very 
best  terms  for  cash,  thus  obviating  all  intermediate 
profits,  to  the  benefit  of  the  numerous  patrons  of  the 
establishment.  All  orders  are  delivered  free  in  the  town 
and  suburbs  by  a  well-appointed  van,  which  makes 
periodical  visits  to  the  outlying  districts  each  day  in  the 
week.  Special  attention  has  been  devoted  by  the  pro- 
prietor to  the  development  of  the  malt  liquor  trade, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  most  extensive  in  the  Stewartry, 
the  cellarage  having  been  specially  constructed  for 
storing  and  maturing  malt  liquors,  enabling  the  firm  to 
supply  the  different  kinds  in  perfect  condition,  at  all 
seasons.  The  services  of  a  numerous  staff  of  assistants, 
warehousemen,  etc.,  are  employed  in  the  establishment, 
which  is  thoroughly  organised  in  every  detail,  the 
management  throughout  being  characterised  by  the  per- 
fection of  system,  order  and  regularity,  which  constitute 
the  primary  essentials  of  commercial  success.  In  con- 
clusion, we  may  be  permitted  to  congratulate  Mr.  Smith 
on  the  gratifying  results  of  his  well  directed  energy  and 
enterprise,  which  have  secured  for  him  the  well  deserved 
confidence  and  support  of  all  classes  of  the  general 
public  in  this  district,  and  have  laid  the  sure  foundations  of 
conspicuous  future  prosperity  and  mercantile  eminence. 


MESSRS.    D.    H.    &    J.    NEWALL'S    GRANITE    WORKS,    Dalbeattie. 


When  one  hears  of  the  most  palatial  buildings  in 
the  leading  English  cities  being  embellished  with  artisti- 
cally carved  granite,  executed  at  Dalbeattie,  and  of  some 
noble  specimens  of  monumental  sculpture  traceable  to  the 
same  source,  he  is  inclined  to  inquire  how  comes  it  that 
a  town  of  such  minor  importance  otheiwise  has  acquired 
a  distinction  which  extends  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land.  We  know,  of  course,  that  Scotland 
is  rich  in  its  natural  resources  of  granite,  and  some  of  us 
may  even  be  aware  that,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dal- 
beattie, granite  strata  are  to  be  found  ;  but  this  does  not 
quite  explain  the  apparent  anomaly.  All  concerned 
with  great  building  operations,  however,  are  well  aware 


that  the  firm  of  Messrs.  D.  H.  and  J.  Newall,  who 
have  their  headquarters  at  Dalbeattie,  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and  most  eminent  of  its  kind  in  existence  and 
that  its  trade  connections  are  exceedingly  extensive.  In 
addition  to  their  works  at  Dalbeattie  they  have  a  branch 
depot  at  Peterhead,  a  district  which  is  famous  the  wide 
world  over  for  its  granite,  and  even  upon  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic  they  carry  on  operations  upon  an  exten- 
sive scale  at  Westerly,  Rhode  Island. 

For  architectural  requirements  some  notable  con- 
tracts in  respect  of  the  supply  of  granite  have  been 
confided  to  this  firm.  From  Messrs.  D.  H.  and  J. 
Newall,  for  example,  was  obtained  dressed  and  carved 
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granite  for  the  following  buildings  in  Liverpool  : — The 
Bank  of  England,  the  Bank  of  Liverpool,  the  North  and 
South  Wales  Bank,  the  Union  Bank,  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, the  Municipal  Buildings,  the  Scottish  Equitable 
Assurance  Society's  Buildings,  the  British  and  Foreign 
Marine  Insurance  Society's  Offices,  the  Prudential 
Assurance  Buildings,  etc.  To  Manchester  the  firm  sup- 
plied, in  like  manner,  granite  for  the  Royal  Exchange, 
the  Assize  Courts,  and  the  Town  Hall — all  immense 
edifices  of  their  class,  perhaps  the  largest  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  For  Leeds  the  firm  have  recently  been  pre- 
paring the  granite  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
Prudential  Assurance  Company's  Offices  in  that  town. 
Polished  and  carved  pilasters  supplied  by  them  were 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  Tivoli  Restaurant  and 
Music  Hall,  London.  As  regards  public  works,  they 
have  supplied  the  granite  for  the  Stanley  Dock,  Liver- 
pool ;  Laird's  Graving  Dock,  Birkenhead  ;  the  docks  at 
Newport,  Cardiff,  Swansea,  Trinidad,  Belfast,  Silloth, 
Maryport,  and  Workington  ;  the  Albert  Bridge,  Bel- 
fast ;  the  Thames  Embankment,  etc.  They  have  sup- 
plied a  granite  basement  for  St.  John's  Market,  Liverpool ; 
columns,  with  bases  and  capitals,  for  Liverpool  Univer- 
sity ;  and  other  structural  materials  of  a  like  description. 
Not  only  do  Messrs.  D.  H.  and  J.  Newall,  however, 
supply  prepared  granite  in  carved  and  ornamental  forms 
for  buildings  and  public  works,  but  they  also  make  a 
speciality  of  sculpture,  and  their  work  is  famous  for  its 
grand  artistic  qualities.  In  this  capacity  they  have  sent 
from  their  yards  some  of  the  finest  monuments  and 
memorials  of  recent  times.  One  of  their  most  remark- 
able achievements  in  this  respect  was  the  symbolical 
statue  of  Hope,  seven  feet  in  height,  standing  upon  an 
imposing  and  elegantly  designed  pedestal,  ordered  of  the 
firm  as  a  memorial  of  the  late  Mr.  Waddell,  of  railway 
fame,  for  the  Dean  Cemetery,  Edinburgh.  This  magni- 
ficent work  has  justly  been  described  as  a  triumph  of 
the  sculptor's  art.  Even  the  minor  carvings  were  beau- 
tifully executed,  and  the  elaboration  of  details  was 
marvellously  fine.  In  this  department  of  their  business 
they  have  executed  so  many  notable  works  of  art  that, 
interesting  as  these  may  respectively  be,  they  cannot 
here  be  cited  in  detail.  It  may,  however,  be  mentioned 
that  amongst  the  trophies  of  their  art  are  memorials  of 
peers  and  other  distinguished  personages.  They  have  also 
executed  mausoleums  for  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  other 
patricians.  Apart  from  their  own  sculptures,  they  also 
extensively  supply  pedestals  for  statues.  The  statue  of 
the  Hon.  Sydney  Herbert,  at  the  War  Office,  stands 
upon  one  of  these.  So,  also,  does  that  of  General  Niell, 
at  Ayr.  Beautiful  work  of  other  descriptions  has  been 
executed  by  the  firm,  including  fountains  for  Sir  Wilfrid 
Lawson,  the  Duke  of  Westminster,  the  Corporations  of 
Liverpool,  Birkenhead,  etc.  Messrs.  D.  H.  and  J. 
Newall  work  quarries  at  Dalbeattie,  whence  they 
derive  the  supplies  which  are,  in  one  form  or  other, 
prepared  or  finished  at  their  local  works.  Seventy-one 
years  have  elapsed  since  they  began  to  work  the  Dal- 
beattie quarries  at  Craignair  Hill,  and  from  that  source 
has  been  derived  a  large  proportion  of  the  blocks 
which  form  the  basis  of  many  an  artistic  testimony  to 
the  skill  and  enterprise  of  the  firm.  This  Craignair 
granite,  which  takes  a  high  polish,  is  celebrated  as  re- 
gards   its   effectiveness    for  building  purposes   and  for 


pedestals.  It  is,  in  a  rough  form,  also  most  serviceable 
and  durable  for  street  paving.  For  more  artistic  re- 
quirements the  firm  rely  to  a  great  extent  upon  the  pro- 
duct of  the  red  granite  quarries  on  the  Earl  of  Errol's 
estate  in  Aberdeenshire,  of  which  they  have  a  long  lease. 
This  red  granite,  which  is  generically  known  as  of  the 
Peterhead  variety,  is  noted  not  only  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  on  the  Continent,  in  the  United  States, 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  India,  and  China.  In  addition 
to  their  Dalbeattie  and  Aberdeenshire  quarries,  depots, 
and  works,  the  firm,  with  exceptional  enterprise,  have 
bought  quarries  in  Westerly,  Rhode  Island,  America. 
The  granite  obtained  from  this  source  is  of  a  blue-grey 
variety  of  marvellously  fine  quality,  and  admirably 
adapted  for  monumental  and  architectural  purposes.  It 
is  very  fine  in  the  grain,  and  its  marble-like  purity  per- 
mits of  extraordinary  clearness  in  chiselled,  scroll,  orna- 
mental, or  engraved  work.  For  some  classes  of  work  a 
combination  of  their  Scotch  and  American  granites  is 
exceedingly  effective,  and  constitutes  a  wonderfully 
chaste,  ornate,  and  harmonious  blend. 

The  business  carried  on  by  the  firm  at  Dalbeattie 
was  founded  in  1820  by  Mr.  Andrew  Newall,  who  has 
been  succeeded  by  his  sons  and  grandson,  under  the  title 
of  D.  H.  and  J.  Newall.  In  the  extensive  premises  of 
the  firm  at  Dalbeattie  are  to  be  seen  many  splendid 
specimens  of  monumental  granite  work.  Entrance  is 
obtained  through  a  large  yard,  with  shops  on  each  side, 
where  a  considerable  number  of  hands  is  employed  in 
cutting  and  carving  granite.  In  this  same  section  are 
the  joiners'  shops,  for  the  firm  make  their  own  packing- 
cases,  moulds,  and  crates  on  the  premises.  Next  in 
order  of  inspection  is  a  very  large  building  equipped 
with  the  finest  machinery  for  cutting  and  polishing 
granite  for  building  and  monumental  purposes,  which 
has  to  undergo  three  processes  of  polishing.  Adjoining 
this  there  is  another  spacious  workshop  with  similar 
machinery,  but  the  most  elaborate  forms  of  polishing 
have  to  be  done  by  hand.  Close  by  are  situated  the 
engines  and  boiler-house,  the  former  of  forty  horse 
power.  Next  in  order  of  sequence  the  visitor  reaches 
the  milling  rooms,  pattern  rooms,  granite  specimen 
rooms,  etc.,  and,  further  on,  there  is  another  large  yard 
in  which  are  various  sections  of  granite,  intended  for 
building  frontages,  all  fixed  and  planned  before  being 
sent  from  the  yards.  In  this  yard  is  a  number  of  large 
blocks  ;  amongst  them,  at  the  time  of  writing,  one  from 
the  Dalbeattie  quarries  18ft.  long  by  2ft.  square,  and 
another,  from  the  firm's  quarries  in  America,  measuring 
14ft.  by  3ft.  The  offices  are  at  the  entrance  to  the  works. 
They  are  commodious  and  in  every  way  handsomely 
appointed.  Messrs.  Newall  have  also  erected  a 
powerful  crushing  machine  at  Craignair,  and  are  doing 
an  extensive  business  in  exporting  the  crushed  granite 
for  concrete  purposes. 

Columns  might  be  written  concerning  the  various 
phases  of  Messrs.  Newalls'  business,  its  industrial 
and  artistic  importance,  but  enough  has  been  said  to 
convey  an  idea  of  what  it  approximates  to  in  these  re- 
spects. The  firm  are,  by  the  way,  exceedingly  con- 
siderate in  permitting  visitors  to  inspect  their  works.'and 
no  intelligent  stranger  who  happens  to  be  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Dalbeattie  should  neglect  to  avail  himself 
of  their  courtesy  in  this  respect. 
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JOHN     GRAY,    Dairy    Implement    Maker,    Ironmonger,  &c.,    Stranraer. 


Amongst  the  more   important   forms    of  industry   con- 
nected with  the  agricultural  interest,  special  prominence 
must  be  assigned  to  the  manufacture  of  Dairy  Implements 
as  represented  by   Mr.  John  Gray,  with  which  he  also 
combines  the  business  of  Ironmonger,  &c.     This  under- 
taking  was  originally  established  thirty  years  back  by 
a  Mr.  Christie,  who  was  subsequently  succeeded  in  the 
proprietorship  by  Mr.  Gray  in   1878,  and  has  since  that 
date  been  extended  and  developed  under  this  gentleman's 
energetic  and  enterprising  management.     The  premises 
occupied  by  Mr.  Gray  are  centrally  situated  in  Stranraer, 
and  include  spacious  shop,  with  large  and  well-appointed 
showrooms  offering  every  facility  for  the  display  of  the 
varied  and  comprehensive  stock  submitted  for  inspection. 
This  embraces  every  description  of  general,  furnishing, 
and  builders'  ironmongery  and  agricultural  implements, 
stoves,  tiled   hearths,  grates,  registers,  and  other  goods 
of  a  similar  character.     In  the  rear  are  extensive  stores 
for  oils  and  spare  stock,  and  here  are  also  situated  the 
works  for  the  manufacture  of  Dairy  Implements.     These 
comprise   spacious  building  about   100   feet  by  30  feet, 
well    lighted    and     amply     equipped    with    plant     and 
appliances  of  new  and  improved  construction,  driven  by 
30  h-p.  steam   engine,  providing  every   convenience  for 
the  production  of  the  various  specialities  for  which  the 
house  is  famous.     Of  these  the  place  of  honour  must  be 
certainly  assigned  to  the  latest  application  of  scientific 
ingenuity  manufactured  by  the  firm  which  takes  the  form 
of     a    "  Patent    Milking     and     Quantity     Registering " 
Machine,  the  joint  production  of  Mr.  Stewart  Nicholson, 
of  Bombie,  Kirkcudbright,  and  Mr.  John  Gray.      This 
invention,  which  bids  fair  to  effect  a  complete  revolution 
in  the  operations  of  dairy  farming,  is  a  solution  of  the 
difficult  problem  which  has  for  many  years  past  baffled 
the   minds   of  scientific   experts  in   devising  a    milking 
machine    which,   combining   simplicity,   efficiency,   and 
perfect  cleanliness,  should  at  the  same  time  be  convenient 
in  application  and  capable  of  adaptability  under  varying 
circumstances.     The  idea,  which   has  been  finally  ulti- 
mated  in  this  machine,  was  originally  conceived  by  Mr. 
Nicholson,    and    worked    out    in  conjunction   with   Mr. 
Gray,  whose  mechanical  skill  is  responsible  for  working 
out  the  idea  to  its  successful  issue.     The  machine  itself 
is  a  marvel  of  simplicity.       There  is  first   of  all  an  air 
pump  for  generating  the   suction  force,  then  along  the 
stalls  of  the   byre  there  is  a  channel  cut  in  which  is  a 
metal  tube  communicating  with  the   air  pump,  and  this 
channel  is  covered  with  wood.      At  the  outside  end   of 
each  travis   or    stall    division  there    is   a  "  switch  "   by 
which  a  branch  tube  of  India  rubber  is  brought  within 
the  range  of  the  force  transmitted  through  the  tube  in 
the  channel.     The  switch  is  a  very  ingenious  part,  and 
by    merely    being    pressed    down    for    half-an-inch   the 
branch    tube    is    turned    "  on,"    while,    by    the    switch 
being  raised  half-an-inch,  the  current  is  turned  "off" 
the   branch    tube.       The    branch  tube    at  its  other  ex- 
tremity sub-divides  into   four  branches,  each  of  which 
is   tipped  with    a    section    of    cow's    horn,    the    further 
end    of    which    have    each    a     lip     of    India     rubber. 


These   four   horns   with  the    India   rubber    "  lips  "  are 
placed   over  the  teats  of  the  cow,   and   adhere  closely 
to  the  udder  by  the  suction  communicated  from  the  air 
pumps   along  the   channel  and  branch  tubes,   and   the 
milk  in  this  way  is  rapidly  drawn  from  the  udder.     The 
machine  also  follows  the  natural  method  of  the   calf  in 
drawing  the  milk  from  the  udder,  for  every  stroke  of  the 
pump  is  followed  by  a  distinct  pulsation  of  lesser  force 
at   the   furthest   end   of  the  branch  tubes.      This   brief 
descriptive  outline  will  afford  our  readers  some  indication 
of  the  mechanical  details  of  the  machine,  which  completes 
the  operation  of  milking   one  cow  quite   clean  in  from 
three  to  five  minutes  ;    and  as   one  milker  can  easily 
attend  to  the  milking  of  two  cows   at  one  time,  it  is  at 
once  apparent  that,  when  the  dairy  farms  are  all  equipped 
with  this  machine,  the  difficulty  of  the  dairy  farmer  with 
regard  to  hand  milking  will  be  at  an  end.      The  cost  of 
the  machine  only  amounts  to  about  £1  per  cow,  and  less 
in  a  large  dairy,  or  little   more   than  the   pay  for  hand- 
milking  in   the    course    of   a    single   year  ;  and   as   the 
machine  is  so  simple  and  its  working  parts  are  not  of  a 
kind  that  will  wear  much  by  work,  the  essential  parts  of 
the  machine  will  easily  last  a  lifetime  with  little  or  almost 
no  cost  for  wear  and  tear.       The  machine   has   been  in- 
spected in  operation  at  Bombie  by  hundreds  of  farmers 
and  dairymen,  by  whom  it   has  been  unanimously  pro- 
nounced   a    success,  and    it    has   received    the    highest 
commendation   from   the  leading  journals  representing 
the    agricultural    and    dairy    farming   interests.      The 
machines  have  already  been  supplied  to  two  large  dairy 
farms,  one  at   Low  Banks,  Kirkcudbright,  and  another 
at  Auchenbrain,  Ayrshire,  both  giving  unbounded  satis- 
faction, and  machines  have  also  been  ordered  and  are 
in  course  of  execution  for  New  South  Wales  and  Sweden, 
Howell,  Dunragit  Creamery  ;   and  a   number  of  orders 
are  also  on   hand  for   Derbyshire,   Dumfneshire,   Wig- 
townshire,    Fifeshire,   and  various   other  places.      Mr. 
Gray  is  also  the  inventor  and  sole  maker  of  other  notable 
specialities,  including  the  patent  Leverless  Cheese  Press, 
the  Acidometer,  the  New  Milk  Scalder  (the  only  scalder 
made    on  natural   principles   in    the   market),  the   New 
Oblong  Cheese   Vat,  with  self-tilting  arrangement,   the 
New  Milk  Tester,   Improved   Milk   Refrigerators,  Mar- 
garine Rollers  and  Churns,  Melting  Tanks,  etc. ;  Cheese 
and    Butter    Implements    for   factory   use,   Caledonian 
Cream  Coolers,  All-steel  Curd  Cutting  Knives  (upright 
and  horizontal),  Tin  Milking  Pails,  Milk  Cans,  Cheese 
Chissets  and  Bandages,  Improved  Curd  Mills,  Improved 
combined  Curd  Rack  and  Cooler,  New  Patent  Cream 
Separator,  and  New  Patent  Milking  and  Quantity  Regis- 
tering   Machine.     These  appliances   have   secured   the 
universal  commendation  of  experts  in  agricultural  science 
and  were  awarded   the   first  silver  medal  at  the  London 
Dairy  Show  ;    first  silver  medal,  Paris  Exhibition  ;    two 
first  awards,  London,  1889;   and  Mr.  Gray  also  enjoys 
the  honour  of  gold  medallist  for    Scotland,    for    Dairy 
Utensils,  and   was   representative   for    Scotland   at   the 
Glasgow  and  Paris  Exhibition  Working  Dairies. 
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A  very  extensive  and  valuable  connection  has  been 
secured  by  this  gentleman,  which  includes  the  leading 
farmers  throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  and  large 
consignments  of  these  celebrated  appliances  are  supplied 
to  Africa,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  other  parts  of 
the  world. 

A  numerous  staff  of  skilled  workmen  is  employed 
in  the  manufactory  under  the  personal  supervision  of  the 
principal,  whose  high  reputation   as   a  specialist  in   all 


matters  connected  with  the  trade  is,  in  itself,  a  sufficient 
guarantee  for  perfection  in  every  article  bearing  the 
impress  of  this  widely-known  name.  Mr.  Gray,  despite 
the  anxieties  incidental  to  the  control  of  an  undertaking 
of  this  magnitude  and  importance,  finds  leisure  for  the 
performance  of  his  public  duties,  and  as  a  respected 
member  of  the  Town  Council  and  director  of  the  Boys' 
Reformatory,  has  long  served  his  fellow  eitizens  with 
active  zeal  for  their  interests  and  welfare. 


GEORGE     HOTEL,     Stranraer.      Proprietor,    Mr.  W.  T.  Wheatley. 


To  the  numerous  visitors  and  tourists  who  include  this 
charming  locality  in  their  travels  through  the  "  land  of 
Burns,"  few  miss  the  opportunity  of  making  acquaintance 
with  the  comforts  to  be  enjoyed  at  the  "  George,"  which 
for  half  a  century  past  has  justly  claimed  a  leading  po- 
sition amongst  the  hotels  in  Stranraer.  Originally  estab- 
lished in  1840  by  the  late  Mr.  James  Byres,  the  hotel 
rapidly  grew  in  public  favour,  and  under  the  subsequent 
able  management  of  Mrs.  Byres,  retained  its  popularity. 
On  the  recent  retirement  of  this  lady,  the  business  was 
acquired  by  the  present  proprietor,  Mr.  W.  T.  Wheatley 
under  whose  skilful  administration  the  "George"  well 
maintains  its  time-honoured  reputation  for  uniform  ex- 
cellence of  accommodation.  The  hotel  premises  are  of 
commanding  proportions,  the  building  being  three  storeys 
in  height,  with  coffee,  sitting-room,  commercial  and 
smoking-room,  private  bar,  and  finely-appointed  billiard- 
room.  The  bedrooms,  of  which  there  are  twenty-five, 
are  airy  and  comfortably  furnished  apartments  possess- 
ing every  modern  requirement,  the  strictest  attention 
being  paid  to  the  sanitary  provisions,  which  are  of  the 
most  perfect  character.  The  catering  forms  a  special 
feature  of  the  management,  the  cooking  and  attendance 


leaving  nothing  to  be  desired,  and  the  viands,  wines, 
spirits,  and  other  beverages  well  sustain  the  high  repu- 
tation of  the  house.  Here  is  to  be  had  the  old-fashioned 
"  commercial  room  dinner,"  so  much  enjoyed  by  com- 
mercial men,  but  which  is  rapidly  disappearing  through- 
out the  Kingdom.  In  the  rear  of  the  hotel  are  extensive 
stabling  and  coach-houses,  a  first-class  posting  business 
being  done  by  the  proprietor,  well-horsed  conveyances 
being  available  at  the  shortest  notice  for  the  convenience 
of  visitors  ;  and  a  'bus  from  the  hotel  meets  all  trains  at 
the  station  and  the  boats  at  the  pier.  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  stayed  here  on  his 
way  to  Belfast  in  September,  1891,  and  personally 
thanked  Mr.  Wheatley  for  the  good  accommodation 
he  had  at  the  George  Hotel.  The  "George"  is 
widely  patronised  by  visitors  to  Stranraer,  and  has 
long  been  the  favourite  home  of  the  leading  commercials 
who  make  the  town  their  centre  for  the  district,  and 
whose  appreciation  of  the  care  and  attention  bestowed 
on  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  each  guest  by  the 
popular  proprietor  is  demonstrated  by  an  ever-increasing 
circle  of  influential  patronage  of  the  most  substantial 
and  gratifying  character. 


A.      BALLACH,     Crown     Implement    Works,    Newton    Stewart. 


The  above  firm  was  established  three  years  ago  by  the 
present  proprietor,  Mr.  A.  Ballach,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  most  thriving  and  prosperous  concerns  in  the  busy 
town  of  Newton  Stewart,  the  practical  knowledge 
possessed  by  the  proprietor  and  the  energetic  way  in 
which  he  conducts  his  business  having  gained  for  him  a 
valuable  and  increasing  connection.  The  firm  manufac- 
tures all  kinds  of  machinery  for  thrashing  mills,  etc.,  and 
the  works,  which  are  very  compact,  are  fitted  up  with  all 
the  requisite  machinery  necessary  to  the  business  ;  the 
same  being  driven  by  steam  power.  The  proprietor  is 
also  an  agent  for  cycles,  in  which  he  does  a  large  and 
extensive  trade.  A  special  feature  of  the  business  is  the 
repairing  of  all  kinds  of  machinery,  this  being  a  depart- 
ment in  which  the  firm  excels,  and  to  which  the  premises 
are  admirably  adapted.  Mr.  Ballach  is  also  an  agent 
for  the  many  and  various  kinds  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments which  have  come  into  use  so  much  of  late,  his 
agency  extending  to  all  the  very  best  firms  of  agricultural 
implement  makers  ;  and  customers  can  here  be  supplied 
with  all  their  requirements  in  this  line  as  cheaply  as  if 
they  did  business  directly  with  the  firms  which  are 
represented.  Mr.  Ballach  has  established  for  himself  a 
thoroughly  successful  business  in  a  very  short  time,  and 


has  gained  the  entire  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  many 
patrons,  the  active  and  personal  interest  which  he  has 
taken  in  the  works  having  secured  for  him  the  support 
and  well-wishes  of  his  many  patrons. 

Mr.  Ballach,  in  company  with  Mr.  John  Robertson, 
of  Newton  Stewart,  has  brought  out  and  patented  the 
"  Automatic  Shoe  Drag,"  for  lorries  and  like  vehicles, 
which  has  been  extremely  well  spoken  of  by  all  who  are 
competent  to  judge  of  such  matters.  Messrs.  Robertson 
and  Ballach  claim  for  their  invention  the  following 
advantages  over  the  ordinary  skid  and  chain  arrange- 
ment, viz.  : — 

1st.  The  driver  can  apply  and  remove  the  drag 
simply  by  touching  a  lever  and  without  stopping  or  losing 
control  of  his  horses. 

2nd.  The  drag  is  certain  to  go  below  the  wheel — it 
never  fails. 

3rd.  When  below  the  wheel  no  jolt  or  jar  can 
possibly  displace  it. 

The  fitting  of  the  "Automatic  Shoe  Drag"  to  any 
lorry  entails  no  alteration  of  the  parts  of  the  latter, 
whilst  the  wearing  surface  can  be  easily  replaced  at  a 
very  small  cost.  Full  particulars  on  application  to 
Crown  Implement  Works,  Newton  Stewart. 
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MESSRS.     ALEXANDER    JACK    &     SONS,  Implement     Manufacturers,     Maybole,     Ayrshire; 
Branch    Show  Rooms :    20,    Graham    Square,    Glasgow. 


In  face  of  foreign  competition,  and  the  fact  that  agri- 
culture pays  best  now-a-days  when  carried  on  upon  a 
large  scale — that  is  to  say,  conducted  upon  business 
principles  similar  to  those  which  appertain  to  manu- 
facturing industries,  and  not  by  sentimental  or  antiquated 
methods  —  labour-saving  and  effective  machinery  is 
indispensable  to  success  in  farming.  For,  by  the  aid  of 
improved  machinery,  infinitely  better  results  can  be 
achieved  than  under  the  old  -  fashioned  systems — so 
miserably  ineffective  by  comparison — and  at  a  minimum 
of  outlay.  The  farmer,  therefore,  who  is  so  unenter- 
prising or  so  prejudiced  as  not  to  avail  himself  of  the 
best  mechanical  appliances  is  certain  to  go,  and  most 
assuredly  deserves  to  go,  to  the  wall.  So  considerable 
has  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  implements  now 
become,  and  so  numerous  are  the  specialities  put 
before  agriculturists,  that  the  latter  experience  no 
little  difficulty  in  deciding  where  to  purchase  to  the 
best  advantage,  or  what  particular  makes  to  patronise. 
To  obviate  disappointment  and  achieve  the  most 
satisfactory  results,  the  safest  recommendation  which 
can  be  given  is — deal  with  the  firm  or  firms  whose 
specialities  have  proved,  in  competitive  exhibition,  to  be 
the  best  of  their  kind,  and  what  is,  perhaps,  even  better, 
the  practical  value  and  utility  of  which  in  practical 
working  have  been  demonstrated.  Applying  this  sound 
rule,  farmers  cannot  be  better  advised  than  to  turn  their 
attention  to  the  machines  patented  and  manufactured  by 
Messrs.  Alexander  Jack  and  Sons,  whose  warehouse 
is  at  20,  Graham  Square,  Glasgow,  and  whose  works 
are  situated  at  Maybole,  in  Ayrshire.  These  works  are 
of  great  extent  and  of  the  first  importance,  and  the 
manufacture  is  there  carried  on  upon  the  soundest  me- 
chanical principles.  It  stands  to  reason  that  a  firm 
which  has  been  in  existence  since  1835,  which  has  con- 
tinued to  thrive  ever  since,  and  which  continues  to 
retain  the  pre-eminent  position  it  early  acquired,  is  one 
which  must  enjoy  general  confidence ;  and  the  testimo- 
nials Messrs.  Alexander  Jack  and  Sons  have  received 
from  agriculturists  who  have  used  their  machines  are 
the  best  guarantee  of  the  practical  utility  of  these. 
Testimonials  have  come  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  Colonies,  and  the  Continent.  Prizes  have 
been  awarded  to  the  firm  in  recognition  of  the  quality  of 
their  exhibits.  The  firm's  specialities,  which  are  rather 
too  numerous  to  be  described  in  detail,  are  exceedingly 
varied.  A  few  of  them  may  be  briefly  referred  to.  For 
example,  their  Combined  Patent  Buckeye  Mowers  and 
Reapers  are  widely  noted.  The  new  Caledonian  Buck- 
eye has  gained  the  highest  honours  in  the  trial  fields 
since  its  introduction  in  competition  with  machines  of 
other  English  and  American  manufacture.  This  machine 
made  its  first  appearance  in  the  field  at  the  Border 
Union  Agricultural  Society's  trials  held  at  Shylaw, 
Kelso,  in  1879,  and  gained  the  second  prize,  beating 
twenty-eight  machines  against  which  it  competed.  At 
the   great    Irish    Mowing  Competition,  held  under  the 


auspices  of  the  Tipperary  Farmers'  Society  at  Killaville, 
Roscrea,  in  1882,  it  gained  the  first  prize — silver  medal, 
and  for  the  second  time  the  Roscrea  Challenge  Cup  ; 
also,  finally,  the  special  extra  prize,  the  Farmers' 
Challenge  Cup,  value  seven  guineas,  beating  several 
rivals.  In  June,  1887,  it  gained  the  first  prize  at  Creteil, 
near  Paris  ;  in  the  same  year  a  silver  medal  at  Sergines  ; 
a  second  prize  medal  at  the  Grand  Couronne,  near 
Rouen,  where  English,  American,  and  French  makers 
competed  ;  and  a  silver  medal  at  Ahancourt.  The  most 
recent  achievement  was : — "  Alexander  Jack  &  Sons, 
Maybole,  have  just  received  information  from  their 
agent  in  Santiago,  Chili,  that  their  '  Caledonian  Buck- 
eye '  Mower  was  exhibited  at  the  Annual  Agricultural 
Show  held  lately  in  that  town,  and  entered  into  competi- 
tive trial  with  ten  leading  English  and  American 
machines,  and  was  awarded  the  first  prize  and  the 
diploma  of  the  Santiago  Agricultural  Society,  16th  July, 
1891." 

These  are  notable  achievements  —  achievements 
which  may,  indeed,  be  considered  as  exceedingly  re- 
markable. But,  in  respect  of  other  manufactures,  this 
firm  have  been  similarly  successful.  Messrs.  Jack  and 
Sons  have  not  been  content  with  their  early  successes, 
but  have  gone  on  improving  their  Buckeye  Reaper  and 
Mower,  with  the  result  that  its  popularity  has  greatly  in- 
creased. The  latest  improvements  were  effected  three 
years  ago,  and  include  the  introduction  of  high  driving 
wheels  with  steel  arms,  a  new  and  simple  form  of 
ratchet,  and  an  extensive  use  throughout  of  malleable 
iron  and  steel  in  their  construction.  For  their  Patent 
Potato  Digger  the  firm,  at  the  Wirral  and  Birkenhead 
Agricultural  Society's  Show  in  1881,  gained  the  first 
prize  medal ;  at  the  Royal  Society  of  Ireland's  field 
trials  at  Glasnevin,  Dublin,  in  the  same  year,  the  first 
prize — silver  medal  ;  in  1883,  at  the  Border  Union 
Agricultural  Society's  trials,  held  at  Shylaw,  Kelso,  the 
first  prize  of  £j ;  and  in  the  same  year,  at  the  Royal 
Northern  Agricultural  Society's  trials  at  Middlefield, 
Aberdeen,  the  first  prize — silver  medal.  The  potato 
digger,  in  respect  of  which  these  awards  were  given, 
possesses  manifold  advantages.  It  is  probably  the  most 
powerful  machine  of  the  kind,  being  able  to  dig  in  stiff 
heavy  soil  ;  it  effects  a  great  saving  in  time  and  wages, 
is  light  to  draw  and  easily  worked,  does  its  work  so  well 
that  it  raises  cleaner  samples  of  potatoes  than  by  hand 
digging,  and  throws  them  out  with  less  injury  ;  at  the 
same  time  leaves  the  weeds  on  the  surface.  The  quan- 
tity of  potatoes  it  can  raise  in  a  day  is  from  two- 
and-a-half  to  four  acres.  It  has,  like  the  other 
machines  of  this  firm,  been  modified  and  improved  since 
it  was  introduced.  Alexander  Jack  and  Sons  have  great 
pleasure  in  soliciting  attention  to  their  now  celebrated 
Potato  Digger,  into  which  they  have  introduced  further 
patented  improvements  this  season.  The  new  patent 
consists  of  the  triple-action  lifting  lever  being  made 
"  quadruple,"    doing    the    work  of   four   levers.       The 
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additional  lever  acts  upon  a  powerful  brake,  and  which 
can  be  instantly  applied  when  travelling  empty,  or  round 
a  headland,  or  down  sloping  land.  The  new  patent 
brake  is  most  effective  and  more  convenient  than  any 
draught  pole  arrangement.  The  quadruple  actions  of 
the  patent  lifting  lever  are — 1.  Regulates  the  depth  for 
work.  2.  Puts  the  machine  in  or  out  of  gear.  3.  Elevates 
the  sock  above  every  obstruction  when  going  empty.  4. 
A  most  effective  brake  for  turning  on  sloping  land.  The 
general  arrangement  of  the  machine  is  most  perfect,  and 
readily  commends  itself  to  every  practical  user  of  a 
Potato  Digger. 

Other  specialities  of  Messrs.  Jack  and  Sons  include 
the  new  Patent  Flexible  Toothed  Harrows.  The  new 
patent  consists  of  a  harrow  constructed  of  sections  of 
round  wrought-steel,  easily  sharpened  or  repaired.  Each 
section  is  made  of  one  piece,  bent  horizontally  in  tri- 
angular form,  with  eyes  at  the  end  of  the  arms,  and  also 
bent  vertically  below  the  eyes  to  form  teeth,  whereby, 
when  the  sections  are  linked  together,  a  complete 
flexible  toothed  harrow  is  made.  Their  self-relieving 
chain  harrows  for  covering  grass  seeds,  harrowing 
potato  drills,  spreading  manure,  and  gathering  weeds  or 
"  scutch."  Their  grooved  iron  zig-zag  harrows,  each 
tooth  of  which  cuts  a  separate  track ;  and  the  draught 
being  central,  the  irregular  pace  of  the  horses  does  not 
affect  their  working ;  and  their  land  rollers,  turnip  sowers, 
and  grubbers.  The  consolidated  land  roller  is  made 
wholly  of  iron,  with  the  cylinder  in  halves  so  adjusted 
that  injury  to  the  land  when  turning  is  obviated,  and  the 
draught  so  low  that  one  horse  can  draw  it  easily  the 
whole  day,  even  on  undulating   land.     The    Improved 


Combined  Mangold  and  Turnip  Sower  is  confidently 
recommended  for  its  substantial  construction  and  per- 
fection in  work,  being  unsurpassed  for  regular  and  con- 
tinuous delivery,  with  complete  protection  of  the  seed 
from  crushing.  The  hoppers  are  made  of  malleable 
iron,  with  spoon-toothed  pinions  revolving  inside,  which 
deliver  the  seed  through  a  perforated  disc,  and  which 
can  be  readily  adjusted  to  sow  five  different  quantities  of 
turnip  seed  and  three  of  mangold. 

The  Improved  Tennant's  Grubber,  with  wheels  and 
lever,  is  substantial  and  handy,  and  its  liability  to 
choke  in  foul  land  is  reduced  to  a  minimum.  Generally 
speaking,  it  may  be  said  that  everything  requisite  in 
farming  operations  is  manufactured  by  the  firm,  in- 
cluding carts,  vans,  and  lurries.  Special  advantages  as 
regards  the  manufacture  of  these  are  ensured  by  this 
firm,  inasmuch  as  they  are,  in  addition  to  ordinary 
manufacturers,  wood  merchants,  having  on  hand  an 
immense  stock  of  thoroughly  seasoned  woods,  pre- 
pared by  an  extensive  use  of  the  most  improved  wood- 
working machinery. 

The  practical  work  is  entirely  carried  on  at  May- 
bole,  and  the  Glasgow  establishment  is  mainly  a  ware- 
house, though  repairs  are  executed  at  the  latter  premises. 
These  premises  are  very  extensive  as  is  appropriate  to 
the  importance  of  the  business  carried  on.  They  include 
a  large,  showroom  in  which  are  exhibited  exemplifica- 
tions of  the  firm's  manufacture,  offices,  and,  in  the  rear, 
a  smithy,  where  several  workmen  are  employed.  The 
firm  of  Alexander  Jack  and  Sons  has,  since  its  estab- 
lishment in  1835,  undergone  modification,  and  the  sole 
proprietor  now  is  Mr.  John  Marshall. 


THOMAS     HUNTER,    Agricultural    Implement    Manufacturer,    Maybole,    Ayrshire. 


The  making  of  two  blades  of  grass  grow  where  one 
grew  before  has  been  described  by  a  distinguished 
statesman  as  one  of  the  best  forms  of  patriotism,  and  if 
we  extend  its  application  to  all  kinds  of  farm  produce, 
we  shall  gain  an  idea  of  the  object  aimed  at  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Hunter,  the  well-known  agricultural  implement 
maker,  of  Maybole.  But  the  improvements  introduced 
by  Mr.  Hunter  have  done  something  more  than  this  : 
they  have  greatly  reduced  the  cost  of  labour  and  pro- 
duction, and  done  something  to  relieve  the  overloaded 
agricultural  industry  of  the  country.  The  business  was 
founded  by  Mr.  Hunter's  father  sixty  years  ago,  and 
has  been  controlled  by  its  present  accomplished  and 
popular  owner  for  forty  years.  It  would  require  a  page 
of  this  volume  to  catalogue  all  the  prizes  and  awards 
gained  by  him  for  appliances  of  all  kinds  in  recent  years, 
the  Highland  and  Agricultural  Society  of  Scotland,  the 
Royal  Society  of  Ireland,  the  Royal  Manchester,  Liver- 
pool, and  North  Lancashire  Agricultural  Society,  and 
many  other  similar  organisations  delighting  to  honour 
him.  In  all,  250  medals  and  prizes  have  been  gained  ; 
and,  to  crown  all,  the  patronage  of  Her  Majesty  has  been 


added.  Several  of  Mr.  Hunter's  specialities,  we  note, 
are  covered  by  patent. 

The  works  are  extensive  and  replete  with  all  kinds 
of  steam-driven  machinery.  Part  of  the  premises  is 
appropriated  to  show  purposes,  and  the  exhibition  is  one 
of  the  most  complete  we  have  seen  anywhere.  Here  are 
ploughs  of  all  kinds — swing  chilled,  pulverising,  drill 
(single,  double,  and  triple),  grubbers  for  all  purposes, 
chain,  diagonal,  Dickson,  steel  drag,  angle  iron  drill, 
saddle  drill,  and  zig-zag  harrows  ;  the  "  Hunter  "  hoe  ; 
turnip  and  mangold  sowers,  topping  and  tailing 
machines,  slicers,  and  cutters  ;  sheep  racks,  rollers,  and 
an  endless  array  of  the  most  approved  appliances  of  all 
kinds. 

No  fewer  than  forty  hands  are  kept  constantly  em- 
ployed in  the  manufacture,  the  turn-out  going  to  all 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Mr.  Hunter  has, 
evidently,  a  natural  genius  for  this  important  pursuit, 
and  is  universally  regarded  as  an  expert.  He  is  well 
known,  and  is,  indeed,  a  prominent  person  in  agricul- 
tural circles,  and  is  at  once  popular  and  influential. 
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JOHN     GRAY    &    CO.,    Ladywell    Tannery 

In  selecting  the  firm  of  Messrs.  John  Gray  &  Co.  as 
representing  the  great  industry  with  which  it  has  been 
so  long  and  honourably  associated,  we  feel  that  the 
narrow  bounds  of  space  at  our  disposal  are  totally  in- 
adequate to  do  justice  to  it.  It  is  not  only  the  largest 
and  most  important  concern  of  the  kind  in  the  hands  of 
a  single  family  in  North  Britain,  but  also  one  of  the 
best  developed  businesses  it  has  been  our  hap  to 
encounter  in  the  prosecution  of  our  task  of  illustrating 
the  industrial  and  commercial  features  of  the  West  of 
Scotland.  The  history  of  the  firm  takes  us  back  to  the 
remote  date  of  1838,  when  the  business  was  inaugurated 
by  the  present  senior  partner,  Mr.  John  Gray,  who  still 
takes  an  active  interest  in  it  ;  its  operations  being  con- 
fined to  the  making  of  hand-sewn  boots.  With  the 
advent  of  machinery  for  the  expediting  of  the  manu- 
facture, however,  the  business  took  its  present  character  ; 
and,  once  these  appliances  were  at  his  disposal,  Mr. 
Gray,  with  rare  enterprise  and  judgment,  commenced 
that  wonderful  manufacturing  and  commercial  career 
which  culminated  in  the  present  commanding  and 
comprehensive  business. 

The  works  of  Messrs.  John  Gray  &  Co.  are  of 
substantial  construction,  and  cover  a  space  of  more 
than  three  acres ;  and  the  process  of  expansion  is 
evidently  not  yet  complete,  as  another  large  workshop  is 
at  present  in  course  of  erection.  A  short  inspection  of 
the  tanning  and  boot  making  factories  of  the  firm  will 
suffice  to  show  the  visitor  that  no  expense  nor  trouble 
has  been  spared  in  their  equipment,  and  that  all  the 
most  effective  and  improved  machines  and  appliances, 
for  the  thorough  and  rapid  exploitation  of  the  work, 
have  been  adopted  without  hesitation.  The  principal 
building  of  the  tannery  is  of  brick,  four  storeys  high, 
with  a  floor  space  of  about  20,000  square  feet.  Here  an 
immense  quantity  of  skins  and  hides  is  being  prepared 
for  the  use  of  the  firm  mainly,  though  a  large  quantity 
is  supplied  to  the  trade.  Alongside  are  extensive  tan- 
yards  with  numerous  pits,  leaches,  and  handlers,  and 
around  are  the  usual  associated  departments  for  manipu- 
lating the  bark,  drying,  etc.     The  boot  and  shoe  factory 


and    Shoe    Factory,    Maybole,    Ayrshire. 

is  a  long  range  of  two-storey  buildings  containing  the 
various  workers'  departments,  extensive  showrooms, 
and  handsomely  fitted  offices.  Thus,  from  the  raw  hide 
to  the  elegant  and  highly-finished  boot  and  shoe,  the 
whole  process  is  illustrated  in  the  Ladywell  factory. 
The  whole  working  staff  numbers  400  hands,  and  the 
turn-out  amounts  to  5,000  pairs  of  boots  and  shoes  per 
week. 

At  an  early  stage  in  the  history  of  the  enterprise, 
Mr.  Gray  went  into  the  retail  trade,  and  so  largely  has 
this  department  grown,  that  the  firm  now  control  sixty- 
five  retail  shops  throughout  the  United  Kingdom. 
These  they  supply  direct  from  the  Ladywell  factory, 
the  remainder  of  the  productions  being  disposed  of 
wholesale  to  the  trade. 

The  firm  have  long  enjoyed  an  unexcelled  repute 
for  the  best  material,  style,  workmanship,  and  finish. 
As  time  passes,  this  reputation  rather  increases  than 
otherwise  ;  and  this  need  not  be  wondered  at,  remem- 
bering the  history  and  resources  of  the  firm.  To  the 
spirited  enterprise,  judicious  management,  and  honour- 
able dealing  which  have  ever  been  the  striking  features 
of  the  founder  of  the  business,  its  wonderful  success  is 
plainly  due.  He  has  watched  over  its  interests  with 
unflagging  devotion,  promoted  them  by  every  means 
that  skill,  ingenuity,  or  money  could  provide,  and  was 
ever  to  the  front  in  moving  with,  or  catering  for,  the 
wants  of  the  times.  The  firm's  treatment  of  its  em- 
ployees is  another  pleasing  feature  in  its  honourable 
record.  The  hygienic  and  sanitary  arrangements  of 
the  workshops  are  also  well  worthy  of  imitation.  In  a 
word,  whether  we  regard  the  continuous  progress  of  this 
eminent  firm,  the  high  standard  of  material  and 
manufacture  maintained,  the  varied  and  comprehensive 
character  of  its  manufacturing  and  commercial  opera- 
tions, or  attempt  to  appraise  the  ability  and  insight 
embodied  in  its  widely-extended  business,  we  cannot 
but  perceive  that  it  is  entitled  to  rank  among  the  fore- 
most of  North  British  concerns  in  its  own,  or  any  other, 
department  of  industry. 


MR.    ROBERT  CRAWFORD,  Wholesale  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturer,  Kirkwynd  Factory,  Maybole. 


Although  Leicester  and  Northampton  are,  perhaps, 
the  most  widely  known  centres  of  the  machine  boot  and 
shoemaking  industry — an  industry  which  has,  during 
recent  years,  attained  remarkable  dimensions — the  trade 
is  carried  on  very  extensively  in  Glasgow  and  the  West 
of  Scotland.  A  flourishing  factory  is,  for  example, 
located  at  Maybole,  the  proprietor  of  which  is  Mr. 
Robert  Crawford,  whose  establishment  is  extensive 
and  whose  output  is  very  considerable.  Mr.  Crawford 
has  been  carrying  on  business  since  1877,  and  from 
that  time  his  trade  has  grown  in  a  remarkable  degree, 
so  that  no  fewer  than  170  hands  are'  now  in  his 
employ.  The  Kirkwynd  Factory,  as  his  establish- 
ment is  named,  is  fitted  up  with  the  best  and  newest 
machinery,  worked  by  steam  power.  The  offices  are 
situated  on  the  ground  floor,  and  on  the  adjacent 
floors  are  the  rivetting  and  finishing  departments.  On 
the  second  floor,  which  is  of  similar  size — namely  100  by 
200  feet — are  the  machine,  clicking,  and  fitting  depart- 


ments. On  the  third  floor  are  the  stock  and  packing 
rooms.  That  the  processes  at  this  factory  are  of  the 
most  complete  kind  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that 
everything — from  the  currying  of  the  leather  to  the 
despatch  of  finished  goods  in  the  form  of  boots  and 
shoes  after  the  latest  and  best  models — is  done  on  the 
premises.  The  quality  of  the  goods  manufactured  at 
this  establishment  is  unexcelled,  and  will  compare 
favourably  with  expensive  hand-made  boots  whether  as 
regards  style,  finish,  or  durability  ;  and  they  are,  of 
course,  much  cheaper.  This  industry  has,  of  course, 
proved  a  great  boon  to  the  masses,  and  there  seems  to 
be  no  limit  to  its  expansion.  The  business  carried  on 
by  Mr.  Robert  Crawford,  considerable  as  it  already 
is,  continues  to  develope  rapidly.  It  constitutes  one  of 
the  most  notable  industries  in  the  Maybole  district — an 
industry  which  contributes  in  no  slight  degree  to  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  place. 
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A.    DAVIDSON    &    SONS,    Photographers,    Victoria    Buildings,    Bannatyne    Street,    Lanark; 

and  Station   Road,  Carluke. 


"No,"  says  Kingley's  artist,  "only  turned  photographer. 
I  am  tired  of  painting  nature  clumsily,  and  then  seeing  a 
sun  picture  outdo  all  my  efforts — so  I  am  turned  photo- 
grapher and  have  made  a  vow  against  painting  for  three 
years  and  a  day."  That  was  many  years  ago,  and 
expectation  was  then  big  with  promise  for  the  future  of 
the  art.  That  to  light  and  shade  colour  would  soon  be 
added  was  confidently  believed,  and  is  little  but  a  belief 
still.  That,  in  some  important  respects,  the  art  has 
made  great  progress  every  one  knows,  but  perhaps  not 
so  much  as  some  would  have  us  believe.  The  important 
point,  however,  is  that  photographic  pictures  have  now 
been  brought  within  the  reach  of  all  classes  and  even 
the  finest  processes  rendered  comparatively  inexpensive. 
The  above  firm  knows  something  of  the  development  of 
the  art,  for  they  have  been  devoted  to  it  for  twenty  years. 
The  enterprise  took  shape  first  at  Carluke,  where  they 
have  still  a  first-class  studio;  and  in  1882  the  firm 
extended  their  operations  to  Lanark,  which  has  since 
been  their  head  quarters.  Scottish  photographic 
studios   are    generally    very    ornate    and    artistic,    and 


that  of  the  Messrs.  Davidson  is  no  exception  to  the 
rule.  It  contains  a  handsomely  appointed  show 
and  reception  room,  displaying  various  styles  of 
the  firm's  productions,  and  a  large  studio  replete 
with  photographic  paraphernalia  for  all  kinds  of 
portraits,  including  a  set  of  Seavey's  New  York  back- 
grounds. Light  comes  from  three  quarters  of  the  sky, 
the  illumination  being  regulated  in  the  usual  way.  The 
executive  departments  are  near  by  and  consist  of 
sensitising  and  printing  rooms,  enlarging  room,  and 
retouching  and  finishing  room.  The  firm  employ  the 
best  cameras  and  lenses  and  are  masters  of  all  the  new 
processes.  We  need  not  point  out  the  special  features 
of  their  work,  as  their  productions  are  always  of  the 
most  satisfactory  description — pictures,  in  fact  ;  and, 
often,  when  conditions  are  favourable,  gems.  They 
hold  a  place  of  honour  among  the  first  Scotch  firms  of 
the  kind  and  have  a  monopoly  of  the  best  class  of  work 
in  the  town  and  district.  All  three  partners — father 
and  sons — are  experts,  and  are  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  in  Lanark  and  Carluke. 


CRICHTONS     CLYDESDALE     HOTEL,     Lanark. 


Visitors  to  Lanark  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  whether 
in  search  of  "  Tillietudlem  "  or  Bothwell  Bridge,  Cora 
Linn,  or  Bonnington  Falls,  very  naturally  first  put  up 
at  the  Clydesdale,  and  afterwards  draw  on  its  posting 
resources  to  carry  them  "  whither  they  would  go."  For 
the  information  of  those  who  do  not  know  their  way 
about  this  interesting  district,  we  propose  to  devote  a 
few  lines  to  the  above  hotel.  The  structure  has  a 
pleasing  exteiior,  evidently  remodelled,  but  still  leaving 
something  to  remind  us  that  it  was  not  built  yesterday. 
The  hotel  has,  in  fact,  a  history  of  a  hundred  years,  for 
the  last  thirty  of  which  its  fortunes  have  been  ably 
controlled  by  Mr.  William  Crichton,  the  present 
occupier.  The  interior  is  very  comfortably  and  taste- 
fully fitted   up,   and    contains   drawing,   coffee,   dining, 


smoking,  and  billiard  rooms  suitably  appointed,  a  pri- 
vate buffet,  and  extensive  sleeping  accommodation. 
For  large  parties  there  is  a  dining  hall  capable  of 
seating  150  guests.  Connected  with  the  hotel  is  a  first- 
class  posting  establishment  provided  with  a  stud  of 
thirty  horses  and  an  endless  array  of  fashionable  and 
general  posting  vehicles.  This  part  of  the  concern  is 
excellently  housed  and  does  great  credit  to  all  concerned. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  family  parties,  tourists,  com- 
mercial men,  and  the  general  travelling  public  visiting 
Lanark  may  safely  put  themselves  into  Mr.  Crichton's 
hospitable  hands.  The  cuisine  and  wine  list  will  be 
found  superior  and  the  tariff  more  reasonable  than 
some  folks  think. 


MESSRS.    J.    &    R.    MEIKLE,    Power   Loom    Commission    Weavers,    Kirkfieldbank,    Lanark. 


The  weaving  factory  of  the  above  firm,  occupying 
a  fine  situation  on  the  banks  of  the  Clyde,  and  surroun- 
ded by  an  orchard  four  acres  in  extent,  near  Lanark, 
is  of  a  very  extensive  character.  The  concern  was 
originally  designed  as  a  carpet-weaving  factory,  and  was 
opened  by  Mr.  Todd  as  such  in  1849.  Mr.  Downie 
afterwards  acquired  the  premises  and  converted  them 
into  a  cloth  factory.  Messrs.  Robertson  and  Henderson 
eventually  took  over  the  business  and  carried  it  on  for 
six  years,  and,  finally,  three  years  ago,  the  Messrs. 
Meikle  became  owners.  Mr.  R.  Meikle  has  lately 
retired  from  the  firm,   leaving    Mr.  James   Meikle   sole 


proprietor.  The  line  of  manufacture  followed  is  woollen 
druggets,  dents,  skirtings,  and  shirtings,  and  the  industry 
is  now  carried  on  on  a  very  large  scale,  affording 
employment  to  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  hands.  The 
place  has  undergone  many  improvements  since  the 
Messrs.  Meikle  took  up  the  business,  and  now  stands 
complete  in  itself  and  amply  provided  with  every 
modern  facility.  We  cannot  venture  on  a  detailed 
description,  owing  to  our  limited  space,  but  will  give  a 
brief  outline  of  the  principal  features.  First  comes  the 
yarn  and  cloth  stock-room,  and  adjoining  is  the  winding 
room  with  three  large   winding  machines.     Next  comes 
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the  beaming  room,  containing  four  beaming  machines, 
and  near  by  is  the  yarn  room  well  lighted  and  fitted  up 
with  partitions  for  the  various  colours  and  classes  of 
yarn.  This  brings  us  to  the  weaving  factory,  lit  from 
the  roof,  and  consisting  of  six  sheds  containing  over  a 
hundred  looms,  one  cold  dressing  machine  and  several 
dressing  machines,  and  also  one  of  the  most  modern  tape 
dressing  machines  by  Howard  and  Bullock,  of  Ackring- 
ton.  Steam  power  is  supplied  throughout.  In  addition 
there  is  a   mechanic's  shops  and   a  smithy  for  repairs. 


The  business  is  personally  directed  by  the  proprietor, 
and  the  several  departments  are  under  experienced 
supervisors.  Great  success  has  attended  Mr.  Meikle's 
enterprise,  and  the  future  of  the  concern  is  now  assured. 
Its  very  superior  plant  is  equal  to  the  production  of  an 
unequalled  class  of  goods,  and  a  steady  demand  now 
exists  for  them  in  all  the  home  markets.  Before  long, 
we  doubt  not,  the  Kirkfieldbank  fabrics  will  have  a 
partial  monopoly  of  the  better  class  of  trade  and  become 
universal  favourites. 


R.    MACLEAY,    Silk    Mercer,    Linen    and   Woollen    Draper,    Clothier,    Dressmaker, 

and    Milliner,    18,    High    Street,    Lanark. 


This  substantial  and  flourishing  business  was  formerly 
carried  on  by  Messrs.  Alexander  &  Co.,  and  was  pur- 
chased twelve  years  ago,  along  with  the  premises,  by 
the  present  owner,  Mr.  R.  Macleay.  The  house 
occupies  a  good  position  in  High  Street  and  has  an 
attractive  frontage  containing  two  large  show  windows. 
It  is  a  very  fashionable  centre,  and,  though  not  catering 
exclusively  for  the  fair  sex,  is  largely  a  ladies'  house. 
The  front  shop  is  commodious  and  well  stocked,  and  is 
generally  the  scene  of  a  busy  trade.  Silks  and  velvets 
of  home  and  foreign  make  are  well  en  evidence,  and 
alongside  are  shown  all  varieties  of  dress  goods,  serges, 
alpacas,  cashmeres,  merinoes,  down  to  the  inexpensive 
prints  and  fancy-coloured  fabrics  of  the  season.  Hard- 
wearing  fabrics,  such  as  tweeds  for  ladies'  wear, 
receive,  evidently,  special  attention.  Gents'  outfitting 
materials  are  also  well  represented  from  the  finest 
fabrics  for  dress  attire  down  to  all  but  everlasting 
homespuns  for  "  knocking  about."  Woollen  and  linen 
goods,  for  household  or  underclothing  use,  are  stocked 


in  very  good  selection,  as  well  as  cottons,  calicoes, 
hosiery,  and  innumerable  small  wares.  All  the  inci- 
dentals of  the  business,  in  fact,  are  displayed.  Passing 
upstairs  the  visitor  finds  the  first  floor  occupied  by  a 
very  creditable  mantle  and  millinery  showroom  replete 
with  all  the  latest  models  and  novelties.  Above  this  are 
the  workrooms.  Mr.  Macleay  personally  attends  to 
the  business,  which  he  evidently  knows  thoroughly ;  but 
a  share,  at  least,  of  the  credit  attaching  to  the  estab- 
lishment belongs  to  his  able  departmental. chiefs  and  to 
the  general  staff.  About  a  dozen  hands  are  employed. 
Mr.  Macleay  enjoys  the  patronage  of  an  old  and 
valuable  connection,  including  a  fair  share  of  the  beau 
monde  of  Lanark  and  the  upper-ward  of  the  county,  and 
spares  no  trouble  to  provide  for  them.  He  takes 
considerable  interest  in  the  public  business  of  the 
Burgh,  and  has  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  the  Council.  He 
is  also  Chairman  of  the  Poorhouse  Committee  of  the 
Parochial  Board  of  the  Parish. 


JOHN    CHADWICK    &    CO.,    Cabinet    Makers,    House    Furnishers,    and    Auctioneers, 

Bridge    Place,    Galashiels. 


The  Cabinet  and  House  Furnishing  Repository  of  Messrs. 
John  Chadwick  &  Co.  in  Bridge  Place  is  unquestionably 
the  best  known  and  most  noteworthy  establishment 
of  its  kind  in  the  south  of  Scotland.  The  business 
here  so  enterprisingly  carried  on  was  founded  in  the 
year  1840  in  the  present  premises,  Bridge  Place,  the 
premises  having  in  former  days  been  the  "  Bridge  Inn," 
a  famous  old  hostelry  during  the  coaching  era.  The 
premises  in  their  present  form  are  spacious,  commo- 
dious, and  handsomely  appointed  and  are  arranged  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  afford  every  convenience  for  a 
business  of  this  kind.  The  ground  floor  premises  con- 
tain a  large  stock  of  miscellaneous  goods  in  furniture 
and  house  furnishings,  all  of  manifestly  excellent  quality 
and  appearance,  while  the  upper  portion  of  the  premises 
is  devoted  to  a  systematic  display  of  dining-room, 
drawing-room,  and  bedroom  suites  in  a  large  variety  of 
.new  and  elegant  designs,  illustrating  the  artistic  ten- 
dency of  the  present  age  in  these  matters  of  household 
equipment.  The  stock  of  mattresses,  bedsteads,  and 
ibedding  of  all  descriptions  is  one  of  the  most  select  and 
complete  in  the  South  of  Scotland,  every  article  in 
this  important  department  being  of  assured  excellence 


and  reliability.  Messrs.  John  Chadwick  &  Co.  also 
possess  an  enormous  assortment  of  carpets  and  lino- 
leums, the  latter  in  the  largest  sizes  made,  so  that 
patrons  may  rely  upon  being  able  to  procure  at  this 
establishment  coverings  in  one  single  piece  suitable  for 
the  largest  ordinary  household  apartment.  The  firm 
has  large  and  fully-equipped  workshops  in  Hunter's 
Square  and  Buckholmside,  where  a  numerous  staff  of 
skilled  workpeople  is  employed  ;  and,  being  extensive 
manufacturers  in  all  departments  of  the  trade,  are 
enabled  to  supply  first-class  goods  at  prices  which  must 
command  attention.  Large  stocks  of  well-seasoned 
timber  are  kept  at  the  works,  and  every  facility  exists 
for  the  carrying  out  of  the  cabinet-making  industry 
upon  a  scale  of  unsurpassed  completeness  and  consider- 
able magnitude.  The  business  of  the  firm,  which  also 
includes  auctioneering,  is  an  extensive  one,  and  is 
ably  conducted  by  its  enterprising  and  experienced 
proprietors.  The  large  amount  of  patronage  enjoyed 
by  the  house  indicates  that  Messrs.  John  Chadwick 
&  Co.  have  won  the  public  confidence  to  a  degree  which 
ensures  its  continuous  prosperity  and  progress. 
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MESSRS.    THOMAS    AIMERS    &    SONS,    Engineers    and    Factory    Architects, 

Waverley    Iron    Works,    Galashiels. 


This  eminent  firm  ranks  among  the  oldest  in  Scotland, 
having  been  established  nearly  a  century  ago  by  Messrs. 
Aimers  and  Lees.  The  business  eventually  became  the 
sole  property  of  the  former,  and  has  since  been  carried 
on  by  members  of  the  family.  The  Waverley  Works 
are  large,  substantially  built,  and  splendidly  equipped. 
They  include  an  iron  and  brass  foundry,  machine  shop, 
erecting  shop,  turning  shop,  wood-working  shop,  pattern 
room,  and  drawing,  general,  and  private  offices.  The 
workshops  are  replete  with  all  the  most  perfect  and 
powerful  machine  tools,  moulding  plant,  and  special 
machinery.  About  a  hundred  hands  are  constantly 
employed.  The  firm  has  long  enjoyed  a  high  reputation 
in  the  engineering  and  factory  fitting  trades,  and  it  is  to 
its  specialities  in  these  lines  we  wish  to  call  attention. 
One  of  the  neatest  and  most  important  of  their  produc- 
tions is  an  improved  wall  engine,  for  which  they  were 
accorded  the  silver  medal  at  Edinburgh  Exhibition, 
1886.  This  engine  requires  no  foundation,  and,  where 
headroom  is  insufficient,  can  be  bolted  diagonally  to  the 
wall.  The  bed  plate,  top  cylinder  cover,  cross  head 
guides,  and  plummer  block  are  cast  in  one  piece,  and  the 
cylinder  is  bolted  to  the  bed  plate  and  cased  with  sheet 
iron.  The  cross  head  slippers  and  connecting  rod  ends 
are  adjustable,  so  that  any  wear  can  be  easily  taken  up. 
For  driving  threshing  mills,  sawing,  pumping,  or  hoist- 
ing machinery,  no  better  or  more  economical  steam 
engine  has  been  yet  produced.  Another  speciality  is 
"  Aimers'  Waverley  Governor."  These  governors  have 
a  speed  regulator,  and  can  be  had  to  work  in  any  posi- 
tion from  the  vertical  to  the  horizontal.  They  embody 
the  greatest  simplicity  of  parts  and  action.  The 
compression  springs  are  attached  directly  to  the  balls,  so 
as  to  ensure  the  utmost  sensitiveness.  The  motion  is 
transmitted  from  the  balls  to  the  spindle  by  arms  acting 
directly  on  the  joint,  and  are  thus  free  from  strains. 
Though  many  have  been  in  constant  use  since  their 
introduction    by    the  firm  five  years  ago,  no  repair  has 


been  necessary  in  a  single  instance.  A  third  speciality 
is  their  "  Improved  Air  Pump  and  Condenser "  for 
engines  from  8  to  20  h.p.  These  are  furnished  with  a 
vacuum  gauge,  and  effect  a  saving  of  thirty  per  cent.,  or 
an  equivalent  in  power.  Among  the  older  productions 
of  the  firm  none  are  more  celebrated  than  their  Turbine 
Water  Wheel.  An  experience  of  over  twenty  years, 
and  a  test  of  their  wheels  for  the  same  period  under 
various  conditions  without  any  perceptible  wear,  give  the 
firm  a  position  facile  princeps  in  the  manufacture  of  this 
class  of  motor.  They  can  be  adapted  to  heads  of  from 
three  to  twenty  feet  and  upwards  and  placed  in  the 
most  convenient  position  for  driving  the  attached 
machinery.  Messrs.  Aimers  &  Sons  have  naturally, 
too,  devoted  considerable  attention  to  machinery  in 
connection  with  the  local  woollen  industry.  They  are 
well  known  as  premier  makers  of  roller  fulling  mills, 
piece  scouring  machines,  piece  wringing  machines, 
hydraulic  presses,  and  air  propellers.  They  are  also 
sole  makers  of  the  favourite  Russell's  Patent  Fulling 
Stock.  In  general  mill  and  factory  work  they  manufac- 
ture all  kinds  of  finished  turned  shafting,  coupling  and 
pedestals,  finished  belt  pulleys,  and  machine  moulded 
bevel,  mortice,  worm,  and  internal  spur  wheels.  They 
make  a  special  feature  of  the  fitting  up  of  dye  houses 
on  the  most  improved  plans,  woollen  goods  machinery, 
and  condenser  spools.  Steam  engines  of  all  types — 
condensing,  high-pressure,  and  compound — are  turned  out 
with  all  the  latest  improvements  and  of  the  best  design 
and  workmanship.  It  will  be  apparent,  then,  that 
Messrs.  Thomas  Aimers  &  Sons  are  among  the  most 
reputed  engineers  and  millwrights  in  the  South  of 
Scotland,  and  lack  neither  capacity  nor  enterprise.  We 
note,  in  conclusion,  that  Mr.  J.  Elder,  of  the  famous 
Glasgow  firm  of  Messrs.  J.  Elder,  Fairfax,  and  Co., 
served  his  apprenticeship  in  the  Waverley  Works,  under 
the  granduncle  of  the  present  proprietor. 


MESSRS.    JAMES    SHAW   &    BROS.,    Nether    Mill,    Galashiels,    N.B. 


The  large  and  important  enterprise  carried  on  by  the 
above  firm  was  founded  by  Mr.  james  Shaw  in  1862, 
and  has  been  carried  on  under  the  above  title  since 
1874.  Mr.  Shaw  was  previously  a  partner  of  the  firm 
of  Brown  and  Shaw.  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Brothers  are 
manufacturers  of  Cheviot  and  Saxony  tweeds  on  a  large 
scale,  and  control  very  extensive  works  at  Galashiels 
known  as  Nether  Mill.  These  extend  over  a  very  large 
ground  area,  and  comprise  several  fine  blocks  of 
buildings  and  extensive  weaving  sheds.  One  block  is 
devoted  to  carding  and  spinning  and  consists  of  four 
storeys,  fitted  with  the  latest  types  of  carding  machines 
and  a  spinning  plant  of  4,000  spindles.  Another  is 
devoted  to  offices  and  warehouses,  a  third  to  warping, 
.another  to  weaving,  scouring  and  dyeing  ;  a  fourth  to 
.twisting,    winding,  burring,    etc. ;    and   others   to   wool 


storage.  The  engine-house  is  a  fine  substantial  building 
of  red  sandstone  and  contains  an  engine  of  300  h.p. 
Throughout  the  various  departments  the  machinery  and 
appliances  are  of  the  most  improved  type.  The 
employes  number  about  two  hundred  hands.  As  an 
industrial  centre,  nothing  could  be  more  complete,  and 
no  thought,  expense,  or  trouble  has  been  spared  to 
perfect  its  equipment.  The  output  is  of  great  volume 
and  of  excellent  quality,  including  all  the  latest  and 
most  fashionable  specialities,  and  goes  both  to  home 
and  foreign  customers.  No  firm  holds  a  higher  position 
in  this  spscial  branch  of  manufacture,  or  better  sustains 
the  reputation  and  prestige  of  this  leading  Scottish 
industry.  The  London  office  of  the  firm  is  at  11, 
Warwick  Street,  Regent  Street,  W. 
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MESSRS.     ROBERTS,      DOBSON     &    CO.,    Cheviot    and    Saxony    Yarn    Manufacturers, 

Bristol    Mill,    Galashiels. 


The  spinning  of  the  finer  classes  of  tweed  yarns,  such  as 
those  used  in  the  manufacture  of  Saxonies  and  Cheviots, 
is  an  operation  requiring  considerable  experience  and 
the  most  improved  plant.  In  the  Bristol  Mill  of  the 
above  firm  the  operation  may  be  studied  to  advantage, 
and  the  finer  classes  of  production  traced  through  all 
the  processes  of  their  manufacture.  The  firm,  which 
has  been  in  existence  for  two  years,  has  laid  down  a 
spinning  plant  of  the  most  improved  construction,  and 
has  every  facility  at  its  disposal  that  is  associated 
with  success.  The  premises  consist  of  a  fine  block  of 
four  flats,  excellently  situated  and  substantially  built. 
The  washing,  teasing,  and  carding  of  the  superior  classes 
of  wool  used  are  carried  out  on  the  ground  floor,  the 
upper    flats    being    devoted    to    spinning   and    twisting 


operations.  The  plant  in  the  spinning  rooms  is  of  very 
superior  type,  and  four  thousand  spindles  are  kept 
constantly  going.  The  working  staff  is  between  forty 
and  fifty  hands.  At  the  end  of  the  main  building  is  a 
wool  store,  and  at  the  other  end  the  engine  and  boiler 
house.  Near  by  is  a  two-storied  building  containing 
the  offices  and  yarn  stores.  The  firm  has  met  with 
unvarying  success  during  the  comparatively  short  period 
over  which  its  operations  have  as  yet  extended,  and 
there  is  no  fear  of  any  cessation  of  the  demand  for  its 
fine  yarns  in  the  future.  Both  partners  are  practically 
acquainted  with  all  the  detatls  of  the  business  and  give 
it  their  personal  attention.  The  connexion  is  both 
English  and  Scotch. 


MESSRS.    A.     HERBERTSON     &    SON,    Quarrymasters    and    Builders,    Galashiels. 


Among  the  old  and  distinguished  firms  of  Galashiels  the 
above  has  long  enjoyed  a  prominent  and  representative 
position.  The  business  was  founded  so  far  back  as  1828 
by  Mr.  A.  Herbertson,  and  has  since  been  conducted  by 
members  of  the  family,  the  present  proprietors  being 
Messrs.  A.  and  A.  H.  Herbertson.  Their  Galashiels 
premises  cover  a  space  of  some  two  acres,  and  include 
large  timber  yards,  sawmills,  joinery  shop,  turning  ditto, 
stone  cutting  yards,  and  general  building  stores. 
Machinery  of  the  best  modern  type  is  employed 
throughout,  including  sawing,  planing,  moulding  and 
joinery  plant,  stone  cutting  appliances,  etc.  There  is 
also  a  range  of  timber  drying  sheds  and  good  drawing, 
general,    and    private    offices.       The    firm    hold   large 


quarries  in  the  North  of  England,  with  sidings  commu- 
nicating with  the  North  British  Railway.  One  of  these 
is  situated  at  Longtown,  in  Cumberland,  and  affords  an 
unlimited  supply  of  the  finest  red  sandstone.  Another, 
known  as  the  Cocklan  Quarry,  producing  limestone  and 
white  freestone,  is  at  Hamshaugh,  Northumberland. 
Here  lime  burning  is  extensively  carried  on.  The  firm 
do  a  large  business  both  as  merchants  and  contractors, 
and  have  the  amplest  resources  for  undertaking  the 
heaviest  work.  They  employ  from  150  to  200  hands. 
Both  partners  enjoy  an  influential  position  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  are  excellent  business  men.  Mr.  A.  H. 
Herbertson  is  Chairman  of  the  Galashiels  Parochial 
Board. 


THE     DOUGLAS     HOTEL,     Galashiels.       Mr.     D.     McLagan,     Proprietor. 


The  large  and  particularly  handsome  hotel  which  forms 
the  subject  of  the  present  brief  sketch  was  opened  in 
the  year  1888,  and  unquestionably  constitutes  a  very 
splendid  acquisition  to  the  hotel  accommodation  of  the 
South  of  Scotland.  The  house  occupies  a  splendid 
corner  position  and  is  an  attractive  structure,  four  storeys 
high,  built  of  red  and  grey  freestone.  On  the  ground 
floor  will  be  found  an  exceptionally  fine  entrance  hall 
possessing  an  elegantly  devised  mosaic  floor.  The 
handsome  and  wide  staircase  extends  to  the  topmost 
floor  of  the  establishment  and  is  lighted  from  the  roof, 
as  well  as  by  the  stained  glass  windows  on  the  several 
floors.  To  the  left  of  the  entrance  hall  is  a  spacious 
and  splendidly  appointed  smoke-room.  The  hotel  con- 
tains in  all  about  forty  private  and  public  apartments 
and  possesses  every  modern  advantage  in  structural  plan 
and  general  equipment.  The  sanitary  arrangements 
call  for  high  commendation,  and  the  furnishings  and 
fittings  of  the  hotel  throughout  leave  nothing  to  be 
desired  in  any  single  respect.  The  public  rooms  com- 
prise the  billiard  room  with  a  magnificent  full-sized 
table  by  an  eminent  maker,  the  smoking  rooms,  a  very 


superior  commercial  room,  the  private  and  public  bars, 
the  large  and  handsome  coffee  room,  and  lavatories  and 
bathrooms  fitted  up  with  hot,  cold,  shower,  and  spray 
baths,  all  appointed  on  the  most  approved  principles. 
Every  apartment  in  the  Douglas  Hotel  conveys  the 
idea  of  comfort  combined  with  convenience,  which 
prevails  in  this  well-ordered  establishment;  and  nothing 
could  be  more  elegant  and  homelike  than  the  numerous 
daintily  furnished  private  sitting  and  bedrooms. 
Mr.  McLag*n's  tariff  of  charges,  considering  the 
extremely  high-class  character  of  the  accommodation 
afiorded,  is  extremely  moderate,  the  staff  of  attendants 
are  obliging  and  thoroughly  efficient,  and  the  pro- 
prietor's own  courteous  and  considerate  supervision  of 
the  whole  establishment  has  added  certainly  not  the 
smallest  share  to  the  great  esteem  and  increasing 
popularity  in  which  the  Douglas  Hotel  is  held  among 
the  aristocracy  and  the  commercial  world  generally. 
Posting  in  all  its  branches  is  carried  on,  every  accom- 
modation for  horses  and  carriages  being  provided  at 
the  rear  of  the  hotel. 
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MESSRS.    ROBERT    HALL   &   CO.,    Builders.    Galashiels. 


This,  we  believe,  is  the  second  oldest  firm  of  the  kind  in 
Galashiels.  The  business  was  inaugurated  about  half  a 
century  ago  by  Mr.  R.  Hall.  In  1846  the  present 
designation  was  assumed.  The  business  is  a  large 
one  and  is  adequately  equipped.  The  building  yards, 
sawmill,  joinery  shop,  drying  sheds,  stoneyard, 
offices,  and  stores  cover  about  a  couple  of  acres, 
and  afford  employment  to  a  large  permanent  staff 
of  skilled  workers.  The  concern  has  an  excellent  me- 
chanical equipment  supplied  with  steam  power,  including 
all  the  usual  machinery  for  sawing,  planing,  moulding, 


mortar-making,  and  the  like.  The  general  plant  and 
stock  of  stone  and  other  material  are  very  extensive.  The 
firm  are  general  contractors  for  buildings  of  every 
description  and  the  complete  fitting  thereof.  They 
have  carried  out,  we  need  hardly  say,  a  great  amount  of 
work  of  all  kinds,  large  and  small,  in  the  town  and 
district,  and  have  won  flattering  reputation  for  sound 
material  and  excellent  workmanship.  The  firm  have 
prospered  accordingly,  and  enjoy  a  favourable  position 
with  those  given  to  invest  their  superfluous  cash  in 
general  or  private  building  operations. 


BOYD     &     ROBERTSON,     Tweed     Mills,     Selkirk,     N.B. 


The  leading  staple  industry  of  Scotland  is  represented 
in  this  district  by  Messrs.  Boyd  &  Robertson,  Tweed 
Manufacturers,  Selkirk,  of  whose  important  undertaking 
this  brief  account  may  be  found  of  interest  by  our 
readers.  The  business  was  originally  established  at 
Galashiels,  from  whence  the  firm  removed  to  the  more 
commodious  site  they  now  occupy  at  Selkirk  about 
three  years  ago.  The  premises  comprising  the  Mills 
are  of  spacious  dimensions,  including  well-appointed 
suites  of  clerks'  and  principals'  offices  and  large  ware- 
house occupying  separate  block  ;  eight  weaving  sheds 
containing  twenty-four  looms,  sixteen  of  which  are  of 
the  type  known  as  the  new  "  fast  loom  ;  "  yarn  shed, 
darning  rooms,  winding  and  warping  departments, 
milling  shed  fitted  with  improved  machinery,  hydro- 
extractor,  &c,  and  the  finishing  department   containing 


tentering,  cropping,  brushing,  and  pressing  machines. 
Steam  power  is  extensively  used  throughout  the  factory, 
which  employs,  in  the  several  departments,  an  opera- 
tive force  of  100  hands.  The  productions  of  the  firm 
include  Cheviots,  Saxonys,  worsteds,  and  ladies'  costume 
tweeds  of  the  best  qualities,  principally  designed  for  the 
foreign  markets,  in  which  they  are  in  well-sustained  and 
steady  demand.  To  meet  the  convenience  of  their 
metropolitan  customers  the  firm  have  an  office  at  29, 
Glasshouse  Street,  Regent  Street,  London,  where 
buyers  can  inspect  patterns  and  samples  of  the  goods 
manufactured  at  the  mills.  The  business  is  successfully 
conducted  under  the  personal  direction  of  the  principals, 
whose  thoroughly  practical  experience  in  the  trade  is 
evidenced  in  every  detail  of  the  management.  The  senior 
proprietor,   Mr.  J.  Boyd,  is  well  known  in  the  district. 


JOHN    FORBES,    Buccleuch    Nurseries,    Hawick,    N.B. 


Although  Mr.  John  Forbes,  of  Hawick,  is  very 
favourably  known  in  almost  all  departments  of  horti- 
culture, it  is  as  a  florist  that  he  has  achieved  that 
distinguished  reputation  which  more  particularly  chal- 
lenges notice  here.  His  nurseries  lie  along  the  southern 
slope  of  the  rising  ground  above  the  town  at  an  altitude 
of  450  feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  possess  all  the 
special  equipments  proper  to  the  business.  An  estab- 
lishment of  twenty  years'  duration,  twelve  of  which  are 
associated  with  the  present  nurseries,  has  afforded 
ample  space  not  only  for  experience  and  experiment, 
but  for  testing  his  productions  and  founding  an  enviable 
reputation.  The  Hawick  Nurseries  cover  a  very  large 
extent  of  ground  and  are  divided  in  the  usual  manner 
into  sections,  dealing  not  only  with  the  thousand-and- 
one  varieties  of  hardy  and  half-hardy  flowering  plants, 
but  showing  several  special  allotments  to  species  which 
have  almost  become  identified  with  the  place.  In  the 
grounds  are  neat  offices,  seed  and  working  houses,  and 
ten  very  large  glasshouses,  including  a  cold  house  for 
hardening  and  twenty  -  four  ranges  of  cold  and 
heated  frames,  each  50  feet  long  and  from  4  feet  to 
9  feet  wide.  The  great  interest,  however,  centres 
not  in  the  arrangements  of  the  nursery,  though  excel- 
lent, but  in  the  far-famed  productions  associated  with 
the  concern.  We  cannot  presume  to  promise  anything, 
however,.but  the  barest  outline  of  the  varied  collections 


of  this  reputed  nursery — collections  whose  enumeration 
alone  fills  up  eight  large  catalogues,  some  of  which  are 
of  more  than  a  hundred  pages.  The  principal  of  these 
catalogues — that  devoted  to  "  Florists'  Flowers  "—may 
fairly  claim  to  be  the  most  reliable  and  complete  in 
existence,  and  "gives  accurate  descriptions  of  thousands 
of  varieties  that  cannot  be  had  elsewhere."  Included  is 
a  list  of  nearly  a  thousand  varieties  of  perennials  and 
hardy  border  plants,  together  with  a  mass  of  other 
useful  information  indispensable  to  the  successful  raising 
of  the  same.  The  other  catalogues  deal  with  "Green- 
house and  Stove  Plants,"  "Fruit  Trees,"  "Forest 
Trees,"  "Roses,"  "Rhododendrons,"  "Ornamental 
Trees  and  Shrubs,"  and  "Herbaceous  and  Alpine 
Plants."  All  these  catalogues  may  be  had  free  on 
application. 

Some  idea  may  be  gained  from  the  titles  of  the 
above  of  the  wide  range  covered  by  Mr.  Forbes'  opera- 
tions, and  we  shall,  therefore,  confine  ourselves  to 
noticing  a  few  of  the  more  prominent  of  his  specialities. 
Alphabetically,  the  Antirrhinums  and  Auriculas  come 
first,  but,  large  and  varied  as  are  the  varieties  provided 
of  these  popular  favourites,  they  are  thrown  into  shade 
by  the  magnificent  Begonias,  of  which  there  are  over 
one  hundred  varieties  of  the  best  double.  The  strain 
is  superb  and  the  colouring  infinitely  varied.  Over 
sixty  varieties  of  the  new  and  select   single  Begonias 
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including  a  magnificent  variety  from  the  humid  valley 
of  the  Northern  Cordilla  may  be  had,  while  in  Bedding 
Begonias,  Winter  Flowering  Begonias,  and  Variegated 
Foliaged  Begonias  the  variety  is  amply  embracing,  and 
the  range  of  choice  so  great,  that  all  fanciers  of  this 
robust  plant  will  find  more  than  enough  to  meet  their 
tastes.  Next  in  order  come  Carnations  and  Picotees, 
showing  a  splendid  assortment  of  the  finest  named 
sorts  ;  then  Dahlias  and  Delphiniums  of  all  sorts  and 
sizes,  and  including  the  best  of  the  older  and  new 
varieties  up  to  the  present  time.  In  Hollyhocks  it  may 
safely  be  said  that  Mr.  Forbes  has  now  no  rival. 
Owing  to  a  disease  which  has  attacked  this  stately  and 
ornamental  plant,  it  has  lately  been  somewhat  over- 
looked, but  with  characteristic  energy  Mr.  Forbes 
cleared  off  the  older  collection,  and  has,  at  length,  the 
satisfaction  of  offering  to  the  public  a  complete  variety 
of  clean  plants  free  from  every  vestige  of  disease.  They 
may  be  had  in  every  colour  from  the  purest  white  and 
yellow  to  the  richest  crimson,  and  have  now  no  equals  in 
these  Kingdoms.  Near  the  section  devoted  to  the  Holly- 
hocks is  that  sacred  to  the  Pansies,  which  may  be  said 
to  be  the  rivals  of  the  Begonias  in  these  nurseries, 
their  cultivation  and  improvement  having  been  for  many 
years  Mr.  Forbes'  particular  study,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  their  reputation  and  popularity  are 
world-wide.  At  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society's  Show 
in  Liverpool,  in  1888,  Mr.  Forbes  was  facile  princeps, 
was  awarded  first  prize  and  the  Banksian  Medal,  and 
was  again  similarly  honoured  in  1890.  This  speaks  for 
itself,  and,  indeed,  Mr.  Forbes'  reputation  in  this 
particular  is  so  widely  established  and  so  well  known 
that  we  need  not  enlarge  upon  it.  The  collection  in- 
cludes the  new  Show  Pansies  of  this  and  last  year ;  sixty 


or  seventy  named  "  Selfs "  from  white  to  black;  an 
equally  large  variety  of  "Yellow  Grounds;"  "White 
Grounds"  in  every  colour  of  blotch  and  belting;  a 
great  number  of  new  fancy  Pansies ;  and  a  general 
collection  of  some  two  hundred  and  forty  named 
varieties.  About  a  hundred  and  seventy  Violas,  all 
named,  complete  this  section.  We  might  extend  this 
article  indefinitely  if  we  were  to  do  justice  to  the 
Pentstemons,  Phloxes,  Chrysanthemums,  &c,  proper  to 
this  department  of  the  business,  but  we  forbeai. 
Amongst  the  other  specialities  of  the  Buccleuch  Nur- 
series are  three  hundred  varieties  of  Roses — Hybrid  per- 
petual, Tea,  Climbing,  Moss,  and  others, — Stove  and 
Greenhouse  Plants,  and  East  Lothian  Stocks,  a  speciality, 
and  simply  magnificent,  in  some  half-dozen  distinct  and 
striking  colours,  including  crimson,  scarlet,  purple, 
white,  etc.  Mr.  Forbes'  strain  uniformly  realizes  about 
eighty  per  cent,  of  double  flowers,  which  commands  him 
an  ever-ready  sale  for  the  seed  of  these  popular  plants 
from  the  London  and  other  great  parks,  as  well  as  from 
the  leading  aristocratic  establishments  throughout 
the  Kingdom.  Other  specialities  are  Strawberries, 
Dutch  Flower  Roots,  Ornamental  Trees  and  Shrubs, 
Forest  Trees,  Fruit  Trees,  and  Garden  Vegetables. 
Mr.  Forbes  also  supplies  garden  and  forest  imple- 
ments in  great  variety,  Cut  Flowers,  Bridal  and 
other  Bouquets,  Floral  Wreaths,  Crosses,  &c.  His 
selection  of  seeds  is  always  fresh  and  of  full 
germinating  power.  We  need  hardly  add  that  the 
business  connection  is  world-wide  and  the  home  trade 
commensurate  with  the  high  reputation  of  the  Buccleuch 
Nurseries.  Mr.  Forbes  is  eminently  popular  with  his 
trade  colleagues  and  possesses  a  consummate  knowledge 
of  his  craft  in  the  scientific  as  well  as  the  practical  side. 


ALEXANDER     RESTON     &     SON,     Merchants,     Airdrie. 


One  of  the  most  prominent  and  enterprising  wholesale 
and  retail  tea,  coffee,  seed,  and  wine  and  spirit  mer- 
chants and  provision  merchants  in  this  vicinity  is  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  Alexander  Reston  &  Son,  Merchants, 
Airdie,  a  house  whose  prominence  and  influence  have 
been  achieved  by  a  faithful  service  and  devotion  to  the 
public  interests  of  Airdrie  extending  over  a  period  of 
more  than  half  a  century.  The  business  was  founded 
in  1838  and  is  now  conducted  in  premises,  which  are 
very  extensive,  consisting  of  a  fine  two-stoiey  building 
of  substantial  and  attractive  appearance,  and  admirably 
equipped  and  appointed.  It  is  original  in  character, 
elegant  in  appearance,  and  is  excelled  by  none  in 
Airdrie  or  the  adjoining  town.  Probably  few  articles 
that  enter  into  daily  consumption  are  so  hard  to  obtain 
pure  and  genuine  as  tea,  but  Messrs.  A.  Reston  &  Son, 
by  their  thoroughly  practical  acquaintance  with  every 
department  of  the  tea  trade,  have  established  a  splen- 
did and  widespread  reputation  for  the  reliability 
and  superiority  of  this  universally  used  beverage, 
of  which  a  large   and  carefully   selected  stock  is  held. 


The  firm's  system  of  stock  buying  and  renewal 
is  such  that  they  are  enabled  to  keep  it  up  to  its  full 
strength  and  at  the  same  time  ensuring  the  freshness  of 
this  much-needed  article  and  its  purity  and  reliability. 
Messrs.  A.  Reston  &  Son  carry  on  a  very  extensive 
wholesale  and  retail  provision  trade  of  a  high -class 
character,  and  no  house  in  Airdrie  has  so  deservedly 
eminent  a  reputation  for  the  splendid  quality  of  its 
wines,  spirits,  and  malt  liquors.  The  assistants  em- 
ployed are  courteous  and  attentive,  and  the  general 
management  throughout  is  all  that  could  be  desired. 
Mr.  A.  Reston,  the  founder  of  the  firm,  has  now  practi- 
cally withdrawn  from  active  participation  in  the 
administration  of  its  affairs,  the  mantle  having  fallen 
upon  Mr.  Gavin  M.  Reston,  the  junior  partner,  his  son, 
a  gentleman  of  great  business  aptitude  and  unflagging 
energy.  Mr.  Gavin  M.  Reston's  honourable  methods 
and  courteous  bearing  have  gained  public  esteem  and 
confidence,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  the  local  mind 
concerning  the  eminent  and  influential  place  the  house 
occupies  in  its  particular  department  of  commerce. 
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SHIELS     &     MACNICOL,     Boiler     Makers,     Chapelside     Boiler     Works,     Airdrie. 


Among  the  industrial  activities  which  contribute  so 
much  to  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  Airdrie  as  a 
manufacturing  centre  of  some  note,  there  is  no  more 
energetically  conducted  department  than  is  exemplified 
in  the  boiler  making  establishment,  which  has  for  the 
past  eight  years  been  controlled  by  the  above-named 
firm  at  their  well-known  Chapelside  Works.  The 
extensive  Works  comprise  a  large  boiler  shop  of  fully 
100  feet  square.  The  interior  is  fitted  in  a  most  ap- 
propriate style  and  is  in  every  respect  replete  with  a 
perfect  equipment  of  all  the  most  modern  labour- 
saving  appliances,  plant,  and  machinery.  The  firm 
possess  every  facility  for  carrying  on  a  valuable  and 
widespread  trade  ;  and  employing,  as  they  do,  a  large 
staff  of  skilled  mechanics,  they  are  in  a  position  to  turn 


out  boilers,  girders,  and  work  of  a  similar  character 
with  the  utmost  promptitude  and  dispatch.  The  firm 
possess,  and  most  deservedly,  a  widespread  reputation 
for  the  excellence  of  their  many  productions  both  in 
respect  of  material  and  workmanship,  and  it  would  be 
impossible  to  designate  a  firm  engaged  in  their  special 
departments  of  industry  whose  fame  stands  higher  in 
the  industrial  sphere  in  which  their  operations  are  con- 
ducted. Both  members  of  the  firm  are  gentlemen  of 
thorough  practical  acquaintance  with  every  detail  of  the 
business,  and  by  the  honourable  methods  of  conducting 
every  industrial  transaction,  and  by  the  unsullied 
character  they  bear  in  the  commercial  circles  of  the 
district,  they  individually  and  jointly  share  the  conn-- 
dence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 


CRIEFF     CARRIAGE     WORKS.       Proprietor:    Mr.    J.    W.    M'Intosh. 


Tastes  differ  in  respect  of  the  good  points  of  a  machine 
as  they  do  in  respect  of  most  other  things.  Putting  sound 
material  and  good  workmanship  aside,  some  prefer  style 
and  smartness,  others  comfort  and  easy  running ; 
others  demand  all  these.  Consequently  there  are  but 
few  firms  which  have  made  a  distinct  figure  as  carriage 
builders  and  have  been  able  to  embody  in  their  pro- 
ductions the  maximum  amount  of  excellence.  Among 
the  few  masters  of  the  craft  we  are  inclined  to  include 
Mr.  J.  W.  M'Intosh,  of  Crieff,  and,  so  far  as  our  own 
judgment,  and  that  of  some  others  well  qualified  to 
speak,  goes,  he  ranks  among  the  few  who  have  won  an 
exceptional  position  in  the  trade.  He  has  been  engaged 
in  business  for  himself  for  the  last  five  years  in  Crieff, 
but  had  previously  a  London  experience  of  some  ten 
years,  which  may,  perhaps,  go  some  way  to  account  for 
the  striking  excellence  of  his  work.  His  premises  were 
originally  a  meeting-house,  and  having  been  built  on  no 
niggard  scale,  they  present  not  only  a  handsome  front- 
age but  the  most  ample  interior  accommodation.  They 
have,  of  course,  been  altered  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
business.  The  large  front  store  and  workshop  opens  on 
a  gateway  entrance  of  lofty  proportions  and  contains  a 
miscellaneous  stock  of  hard  woods  of  various  kinds  and 
several  working  benches.  Here,  too,  is  generally  a 
number  of  elegant  vehicles  ready  for  despatch,  or,  it 
might  be,  lingering  bashfully  for  a  little,  before  dashing 
into  the  great  world  where  their  destiny  lies.  This 
workshop  extends  in  a  wing  towards  the  left,  and 
adjoining  is  the  smiths'  shop  with  a  double  forge.  Here 
we  became  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  the  whole 
steel  and  iron  work  of  the  various  machines  is  forged 
and  finished  on  the  premises,  down  to  the  springs  them- 
selves. The  perfection  of  design  and  finish  displayed 
by  the  productions  of  the  smithy  surprised  us  not  a 
little— the  lightness  and  elegance  of  the  iron   and  steel 


work  of  the  various  machines  we  inspected  passing  all 
praise.  Ascending  to  the  second  floor,  we  found  our- 
selves in  the  paint  shop,  where  several  vehicles  were 
undergoing  the  indispensable  ornamentation.  Some 
had  already  received  the  regulation  number  of  coats, 
and  were  standing  glittering  in  all  the  glory  of  shining 
copal  or  japan.  A  Victoria  here,  exquisitely  designed 
and  finished,  spoke  well  for  the  skill  of  the  establish- 
ment ;  but  even  more  interesting  were  the  examples  of 
the  species  dog-cart.  One  of  these,  with  bent  felloes  to 
the  wheels,  ash  framing,  and  walnut  panels,  and  fitted, 
moreover,  with  a  sliding  "  tiger's  "  seat,  was  far  the  best 
machine  of  the  kind  we  have  ever  seen.  But  the 
ingenuity  of  Mr.  MTntosh  goes  further,  and,  by  a  new 
mode  of  suspension,  the  body  is  rendered  almost  inde- 
pendent of  the  up  and  down  motion  of  the  shafts  or  the 
inequalities  of  the  roadway.  No  more  comfortable 
machine  of  the  kind  could  possibly  be  made,  and  the 
improvement  in  the  common  design  deserves  every 
commendation.  Here,  too,  landaus,  waggonettes,  and 
other  favourite  vehicles  were  to  be  seen  in  various 
stages  of  painting  and  varnishing.  The  floor  above  is 
used  as  a  timber  store  and  seasoning  loft,  and  contains 
a  selection  of  well-chosen  hard  and  fancy  woods. 
What  is  most  surprising,  no  machinery  is  used,  the 
whole  work  being  carried  out  by  hand.  The  heads, 
however,  of  the  different  departments  are  experts  in 
their  own  line,  and  the  ingenious  proprietor  supplies  the 
rest.  The  house  is  principally  engaged  in  turning  out 
orders  for  Scottish  patrons,  and  does  occasional  work 
for  England.  If  this  notice  shall  have  the  happiness  to 
further  make  known  the  merit  of  Mr.  M'Intosh's 
establishment,  its  purpose  will  be  attained,  as  we  have 
no  wish  to  coin  terms  of  flattery,  however  deserved, 
but  rather  to  point  out  to  our  readers  the  merits  of  a 
business  whose  light  it  would  be  a  pity  to  see  hid 
"  under  a  bushel.' 

Ta 
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MESSRS.     MARK    AITKEN    &    SONS,    Ironmongers,    Cutlers,    Sheep    Dip 

Manufacturers,    etc.,    Crieff. 


The  position  of  Crieff  as  the  capital  of  West  Perth- 
shire and  the  centre  of  the  aristocratic  and  flourishing 
district  of  Strathearn  gives  a  scope  to  the  enterprise  of  its 
business  houses   which,  when  availed   of,    raises  them 
into  the  position   of  rivals  of  the  great  City  establish- 
ments.    Catering,  too,  for  a  constituency  whose  wants 
are   legion,    and    obliged   to   become    almost    universal 
providers,  these  flourishing  provincial  houses  present  an 
aggregation   of  departments   any  one   of  which    might 
constitute  a  business  by  itself.      Messrs.  Mark  Aitken 
&  Sons,  of  Crieff,    afford  a   good  illustration  of   these 
business    features,    and    from   this    standing   and   their 
widely     extended     connections    may     well     challenge 
prominent  attention  in  these  pages.      The  firm,  like  so 
many  others  that  have  risen  to  eminence,  is  of  old  estab- 
lishment, dating  back  to   1851.     Its  founder,  Mr.  Mark 
Aitken,  may    be    credited  with    having  won    for   it    its 
present  commanding  position,   though  for  the    last  ten 
years  his  sons,  the   present    owners,  Mr.   Mark    Aitken 
and  Mr.  Archibald  Aitken,  have  been  responsible  for  its 
success.     In  their  hands  the  continuity  of  its  record  has 
not  been  broken  nor  the  spirited   and  enterprising  tradi- 
tions of  the  founder  in  any  way    departed  from.     The 
premises  stand  near  the   Town   Hall   and  have  a  good 
shop  frontage.     It  is  not,  however,  till  one  is  inside  that 
the  extent  and  equipment  of  the  establishment  begin  to 
appear.       The  shop  extends  a  hundred  and  odd  feet  to 
the  rear,  and,  large  as  it  is,  is  but  the  vestibule  to  a  fine 
range  of  stores  and  workshops  below  and  to  the  rear. 
The  premises  were  erected  at  a  recent  date  by  the  firm, 
and,    having  been    specially  planned   for  the    business, 
present    a    neat    and    orderly  appearance    not  always 
concomitant  with  a  large   and  varied  trade  of  the  kind. 
The  ground  on  which  the   extensive  block  of  buildings 
stands  and  some  two  acres  adjoining  are  the  freehold  of 
the  Messrs.  Aitken.      To  give  any  detailed  account  of 
the  thirty  departments  of  the  house  as  catalogued  in  the 
bi-yearly    trade  list    of  the   firm  would  far  exceed   the 
limits  of  space  at  our  command.     The  trade  list   itself 
extends  to  a  hundred  closely  printed  pages,  and  to  it  we 
must  refer  our  readers  who   wish  more  definite  informa- 
tion   than    this  notice    can  afford.      Alphabetically  the 
sections    are    as   follows: — Amateurs'    tools;    Britannia 
metal  ware,  brooms  and  brushes,  builders'  ironmongery; 
Cabinet  ironmongery,  cutlery ;  Dairy  utensils,  domestic 
sundries,     door     mats      and     scrapers  ;     Electroplate, 
enamelled    ware  ;     Furnishing     ironmongery  ;     Garden 
requisites,    gas    fittings  ;    Implements,    inventions,    and 
novelties ;   Kitchen   furnishing  requisites,   kitchen  iron- 
mongery ;     Lamps    and    enamels,    laundry    requisites  ; 
Metal     polishes  ;     Nickel    silver    ware  ;     Oak     goods 
electro-mounted  ;    Shovels  and  spades,  sporting  goods, 
stable    requisites,    stoves ;     Travelling     trunks  ;    Wine 
bins    and    woodware    and    turner}'.       Considering    the 


et  ceteras  tacked  on  to  each  of  these  departments  this  is 
a  pretty  comprehensive  and  exhaustive  list.  Beyond 
this  the  firm  employ  skilled  workmen  for  gas,  water, 
sanitary,  and  general  domestic  work,  and  give  special 
attention  to  the  fixing  of  kitcheners.  Kitchen  furnishing, 
in  fact,  is  one  of  the  great  specialities  of  the  business, 
and  the  firm  supply  for  a  cottage,  villa,  house,  or 
mansion,  at  £9  10s.,  £iy  10s.,  £30,  and  ^50  respectively, 
the  best  and  most  serviceable  kitchen  outfits  we  have  seen. 
In  addition,  they  do  blacksmith  and  tinsmith  work,  are 
gunsmiths,  brick  and  tile  merchants,  sheep  dip  and  bee- 
hive manufacturers,  basket  makers,  garden  and  farm  seed 
merchants,  and  enamellers.  Special  attention  is  paid  to 
sportsmen's  requisites,  as  Messrs.  Aitken  have  always 
on  hand  a  full  and  representative  stock  of  thoroughly 
tested  guns  by  the  best  makers,  in  addition  to  which 
they  make  and  fill  cartridges  on  the  premises.  They 
also  have  a  thoroughly  experienced  gunsmith  for 
repairs.  Their  oils,  suitable  for  shooting-boxes, 
&c,  are  of  the  very  finest  brands,  while  every 
variety  of  the  best-known  brands  of  dog  foods  is 
always  in  stock.  One  very  important  part  of  their 
business  is  the  letting  out  on  hire  to  families,  sportsmen, 
&c,  all  classes  of  baths,  lamps,  bedding,  &c,  thus  doing 
away  with  the  cost  of  purchase  or  carriage.  An  inspec- 
tion of  this  thoroughly  organised  establishment  will 
repay  the  visitor.  Space  will  not  allow  us  to  fully 
enumerate  all  Messrs.  Aitken's  productions,  but  we 
may  briefly  state  that  for  comfort  and  elegance  the 
garden  seats  which  this  firm  manufacture  are  unsur- 
passed. Notice  must,  however,  be  taken  of  their 
"Special"  open  and  close  fire  ranges;  for  efficiency 
and  ease  of  work,  we  are  lead  to  understand  they 
cannot  be  equalled. 

Such  an  aggregation  of  allied  businesses  goes  to  make 
up  the  undertaking  of  this  enterprising  firm.  A  large 
portion  of  their  trade  is,  necessarily,  confined  to  West 
Perthshire,  but  their  general  trading  connection  has  much 
wider  limits,  regular  consignments  of  their  manufactured 
goods — as  turnip  baskets,  beehives,  and  Strathearn  sheep 
dip — going  to  all  parts  of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Archibald 
Aitken  does  the  necessary  travelling  lor  the  wholesale 
department.  In  brief,  the  firm  may  fairly  be  classed  as 
about  the  leading  one  of  the  kind  north  of  Glasgow  and 
certainly  second  to  none  in  enterprise,  reputation,  and 
prosperity.  They  represent  locally  the  firms  of  Messrs. 
Cross  &  Donaldson  and  Pearson,  Beckitt,  &  Co.,  of 
Glasgow,  for  manures,  seeds,  and  feeding  stuffs,  and 
the  firm  of  Black  &  Sons,  the  makers  of  the  unsurpassed 
spades,  besides  several  others.  Both  partners  are 
well  known  and  highly  esteemed  in  the  trade,  anci 
are  personally  highly  popular  with  their  wide,  influential, 
and  representative  circle  of  clients  and  patrons. 
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STRATHEARN       HYDROPATHIC      ESTABLISHMENT,      Crieff. 


If  Charles  Reade  is  right  in  his  opinion  "  that  the 
habitable  globe  possesses  no  more  delightful  spot  than 
Crieff,"  then  in  point  of  surroundings,  at  least,  Dr. 
Meikle  was  well  advised  in  selecting  it  from  among  the 
many  charming  spots  in  Scotland  as  the  location  of  his 
now  famous  Hydropathic.  But  beyond  its  varied  and 
unequalled  surroundings,  Crieff  has  long  been  known  as 
"  the  Montpelier  of  Scotland,"  on  account  of  the 
salubrity  of  its  climate  all  the  year  round,  offering 
special  conditions  for  the  relief  or  cure  of  the  suffering 
and  exhausted.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore, 
that  Strathearn  House  ranks  as  the  most  successful  in 
Scotland,  and  attracts  patients  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  The  establishment  stands  on  the  slope  of  the 
Knock  Hill,  behind  the  town,  440  feet  above  the  sea 
level,  and  commands  a  view  of  the  picturesque  expanse 


is  crossed  by  two  great  transepts,  whose  gables  stand 
boldly  forward,  square  turrets  occupying  the  outside 
angles.  The  space  between  is  filled  by  arcades  and 
balconies.  The  main  entrance  is  to  the  rear,  and  the 
facade  is  capped  by  a  lofty  turreted  square  tower,  com- 
pleting the  imposing  ensemble  of  this  great  temple  of 
hygiene.  The  interior  has  been  skilfully  planned, 
immense  corridors  30  feet  long  running  from  end  to  end 
of  the  building  on  each  floor,  giving  easy  access  to  the 
various  apartments.  Passing  down  the  vestibule  to  the 
right  of  the  entrance  we  reach  the  great  drawing  room, 
occupying  the  first  floor  of  the  western  transept.  This 
brilliantly  lighted  hall  is  about  90  by  30  feet  and  20  feet 
high.  Modern  furniture,  upholstered  in  rich  figured 
velvets,  handsome  mirrors,  and  various  kindred  ap- 
pointments  combine  to  produce  a  most  pleasing  effect. 
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of  Strathearn,  shut  in  by  the  velvet-shaded  Ochills  on 
the  south  and  by  the  Aberuchill  range  on  the  west. 
The  "Knock  of  Crieff"  itself  is  the  last  spur  of  the 
Grampians  and,  rising  to  the  height  ot  goo  feet,  effec- 
tually shelters  the  establishment  from  the  rude  northern 
blasts.  Extending  in  a  wide  circle  round  Crieff  are  a 
dozen  princely  mansions  and  no  less  princely  demesnes, 
at  the  head  of  which  stands  Drummond  Castle,  whose 
gardens  are  unequalled  in  Europe.  Beyond  these  are 
mountains  and  glens  and,  to  the  west,  "  Glenartney's 
hazel  shades  "  and  the  ever-changing  light  and  shade  of 
Loch  Earn.  Points  of  historical  and  romantic  interest 
abound  on  all  sides  from  the  great  Roman  camp  at 
Ardoch,  commanding  the  entrance  to  the  Strath,  to 
Ossian's  grave  in  the  stillness  of  the  "  Sma'  Glen,"  not 
to  speak  of  the  Druidical,  Caldee,  and  early  Christian 
antiquities  scattered  on  all  hands.  All  that  is  lovely  in 
scenery,  engrossing  in  historical  or  romantic  interest,  or 
desirable  in  a  sanitorium  is  at  the  command  of  the 
residents  in  Strathearn  Hydropathic.  The  house  itself, 
which,  we  believe,  is  one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in 
Scotland,  is  of  palatial  appearance.     The  main  building 


An  organ  and  various  types  of  pianos  occupy  con- 
venient points.  Here,  as  throughout  the  building, 
the  electric  light  has  been  installed.  The  view  from  the 
windows  is  indescribable.  The  corresponding  floor  of 
the  other  transept  contains  the  dining  room,  of  the  same 
dimensions,  the  intervening  space  being  devoted  to  an 
immense  recreation  hall,  where  concerts,  dances,  indoor 
games  on  wet  days,  billiards,  and  other  pleasures  or 
amusements  can  be  enjoyed.  In  front  is  a  balcony 
commanding  all  the  beauties  of  the  landscape,  even  the 
Lomond  Tops  in  Fifeshire  being  visible  from  this  point 
of  vantage.  The  upper  floors  contain  large  and  com- 
fortable bedrooms  capable  of  accommodating  several 
hundred  visitors.  There  are  also  smoking,  writing,  and 
other  rooms  on  the  first  floor,  and  superb  lavatories. 
So  far,  the  place  may  be  described  as  a  colossal  family 
hotel,  and  there  is  little  to  suggest  the  "water-cure," 
save  a  drinking  fountain  near  the  entrance.  The  baths, 
in  fact,  occupy  the  ground  floor  or  basement.  There  is 
no  mystery,  however,  about  them.  Here  we  find  a  large 
Turkish  bath  of  much  the  usual  type,  a  large  bathroom 
with  a  double  range  of  baths,  and  a  special  room  where 
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fountain,  douche,  "  needle,"  rose,  or  wave  baths  can  be 
taken.  Medicated  and  other  baths  of  foreign  denomina- 
tions are  evidently  not  favoured.  Hydrotherapeutics 
alone  are  illustrated  here,  but  electricity  in  various 
forms  is  also  used.  The  eastern  part  of  the  basement 
is  devoted  to  culinary  operations,  pantries,  a  creamery, 
a  large  and  well-found  bakery,  the  electric  lighting 
plant,  plumbers'  and  joiners'  workshops,  and  the  heating 
apparatus.  Each  of  these  has  its  appropriate  staff.  By 
the  side  of  the  Earn,  nearly  a  mile  away,  is  the  laundry, 
occupying  disused  mill  premises.  As  far  as  possible 
the  establishment  is  self-contained.  In  the  summer  and 
autumn  the  house  is  full  of  visitors — not  all  serious 
patients  if  looks  go  for  anything  in  diagnosis.  During 
the  colder  months  very  many  take  advantage  of  the 
mild  climate  and  special  treatment  with  the  happiest 
results.  Dr.  Meikle  has  a  house  in  the  grounds  and  is 
always  at  hand.  Since  the  inauguration  of  the  enter- 
prise in  1868,  at  a  cost  of  ^"30,000,  he  has  been  its 
guiding  genius,   and  may  well  felicitate  himself  on  the 


results  achieved.  He  is  no  faddist,  water  being 
only  one  of  the  many  curative  agents  in  special  organic 
diseases  to  which,  like  other  members  of  the  faculty, 
he  has  recourse.  That  Hydropathy  is  a  special  agency 
of  the  first  order  in  restoring  the  system  is  no  profes- 
sional secret.  No  one  claims  for  it  the  virtues  of  an 
elixir.  As  Dr.  Meikle  himself  puts  it,  "  The  water- 
cure  is  not  a  charm.  Hydropathy  is  not  magic.  It 
is  not  one  of  the  vaunted  specifics  that  promise  to  cure 
deep-seated  diseases  in  a  few  days  or  weeks.  It  follows 
the  sure  and  safe,  but  deliberate,  way  of  throwing  out 
disease  by  renewing  and  strengthening  the  constitution." 
The  Hydropathic  Physician  is  but  the  skilful  helpmeet 
of  Nature,  and  assists  her  to  throw  off  "  the  effete 
substances  which  clog  and  poison  the  vital  organism." 
Nowhere  can  this  be  effected  better  than  in  the  wonder- 
ful climate  of  Crieff,  amid  its  beautiful  surroundings, 
and  under  the  experienced  direction  of  its  Medical 
Superintendent  of  Strathearn  House. 


T.    F.    MACFARLANE,    Photo    Artist,    Crieff. 


Although  there  may  be  some  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  advance  made  by  Photography  since  the  era  of 
Daguerre,  there  can  be  none  that  Photography  has 
attained  to  great  perfection  in  its  means  and  methods 
during  late  years.  One  of  the  most  experienced  and 
successful  of  our  Northern  photo  artists  is  Mr.  Mac- 
Farlane,  of  Crieff,  who  for  thirty-five  years  has  been 
connected  with  the  work.  Brought  up  to  the  watch- 
making trade,  his  first  attempts  were  made  as  an 
amateur,  and,  as  might  be  expected,  having  no  one  to 
instruct  him  and  nothing  but  an  obscure  manual  to 
guide  him,  he  found  almost  insuperable  difficulty  in 
mastering  the  difficult  technique  of  the  old  process. 
Once,  when  an  eminent  Aberdonian  photographer  was 
in  the  neighbourhood,  he  was  advised  to  apply  to  him 
for  a  little  enlightenment.  This  he  did,  and  the  Good 
Samaritan  of  the  Granite  City,  remarking  that  "  Be- 
ginners may  expect  to  meet  difficulties  in  all  pursuits," 
left  him  to  meditate  on  that  profound  truth,  and 
vouchsafed  not  a  tittle  of  information.  But  diffi- 
culties were  overcome  one  by  one,  and,  to  be  brief, 
twenty-six  years  ago  Mr.  MacFarlane  relinquished 
his  watchmaking  business  and  began  a  new  career 
as  a  photographer.  His  success  has  been  marked, 
and  the  business  is  now  among  the  best  of  the 
kind.  The  studio  is  a  neat  structure  and  adjoins 
Mr.  MacFarlane's  villa,  both  standing  in  pleasant 
grounds  just  opposite  the  entrance  of  the  famous 
Hydropathic.  The  reception  room  contains  the 
office,    and    is   neatly    fitted.       Around   the    walls   are 


varied  samples  of  Mr.  MacFarlane's  skill  in  the 
shape  of  portraits,  landscapes,  views,  and  enlargements. 
Above  the  mantel  is  a  life-size  portrait  of  the  proprietor 
when  he  was  younger,  which  is,  perhaps,  the  most 
notable  example  in  the  room.  Opening  off  the 
reception  room  is  the  studio  proper,  fitted  up  with  all 
the  usual  paraphernalia  of  the  art  and  commanding  a 
fine  east  light  with  the  usual  manipulating  apparatus. 
Here,  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  very  elaborate 
preparations  were  in  progress  for  a  lake  and  landscape, 
in  Ochtertyre,  the  residence  of  the  liberal-minded 
Sir  Patrick  Keith  Murray,  the  boat,  scenery,  &c, 
being  all  ready.  Adjoining  the  studio  are  several 
well-designed  working  rooms  and  an  ingeniously- 
arranged  dark  room.  Remembering  his  early  difficulties, 
Mr.  MacFarlane  keeps  open  house  for  amateurs, 
and  is  prepared  at  all  times  to  give  his  advice  to 
his  non-professional  colleagues  in  the  art.  He  enjoys 
the  patronage  of  the  best  circles  in  Strathearn,  and 
is  a  persona  grata  with  the  residents  in  the  Hydro- 
pathic, who  patronize  his  studio  with  the  laudable 
desire  of  giving  their  friends  at  home  ocular  demon- 
stration of  the  improvement  wrought  in  their  ensemble 
by  the  salubrious  air  of  Crieff  and  the  "  water 
cure."  The  summer  visitors,  too,  are  regular  patrons. 
Much  of  the  work  done  is  groups,  Mr.  MacFarlane  being 
great  in  that  line,  and  the  results  are  always  of  the 
highest  class.  Mr.  MacFarlane  is  well  known  in  the 
district  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  old 
residenters  in  a  town  whose  very  gallows  was  kind. 
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ROYAL     HOTEL,     Tyndrum,    Perthshire.  Mr.  Joseph    Stewart,   Proprietor. 


The  Royal  Hotel,  situate  at  Tyndrum  on  the  Callander 
and  Oban  line  of  the  Caledonian  Railway,  enjoys  the 
proud  distinction  of  being,  in  respect  of  altitude  above 
sea  level,  the  highest  hotel  in  the  United  Kingdom.  It 
possesses,  therefore,  an  incalculably  great  attraction  for 
those  visitors  to  the  Northern  Highlands  who  above  all 
things  demand  a  bracing  atmosphere  with  a  surround- 
ing of  natural  grandeur  which  the  '  eternal  hills  '  of 
Scotia  can  provide  within  our  sea-girt  isle.  The  Tynd- 
rum Hotel  in  an  eminent  degree  meets  the  requirements. 
It  lies  embosomed  amid  hills  on  every  hand,  and  yet 
forms  a   prominent  feature  in  the  landscape  as  seen  by 


been  conducted  by  its  present  proprietor,  Mr.  Joseph 
Stewart,  a  gentleman  who  has  also  held  the  Crianla- 
roch  Hotel,  situate  some  five  miles  from  Tyndrum,  for  a 
period  of  twenty-nine  years.  All  the  internal  arrange- 
ments at  the  Tyndrum  Hotel  are  perfect,  and  impress  the 
visitor  quite  as  favourably  as  does  the  stately  aspect  of 
the  handsome  exterior.  The  public  rooms  are  sumptu- 
ously and  artistically  appointed  and  decorated,  and  all 
the  private  apartments  (single  and  en  suite)  are  furnished 
in  the  most  comfortable  manner.  In  no  hotel  in  the 
Highlands  do  greater  facilities  exist  for  making  visitors 
thoroughly  comfortable  than  at  this  large  and  admirably 


travellers  in  passing  to  and  from  Oban.  Indeed,  it  is 
just  the  house  at  which  naturalists  and  lovers  of  the 
'  beautifully  wild  in  nature  '  would  be  disposed  to  pause 
at  for  a  few  days,  during  a  sojourn  in  the  Highlands. 
Lofty  Ben  Doran,  rugged  Ben  Vesk,  with  Ben  Oar,  Ben 
More,  and  other  lesser  hills,  afford  their  shelter  and 
form  a  magnificent  body  guard  to  the  Tyndrum  Hotel. 
'Twas  here  the  celebrated  Broach  of  Lorn  was  taken  by 
Robert  the  Bruce.  The  establishment  in  question  is  one 
of  the  best  conducted  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  It 
has  long  been  a  hostelry  of  renown,  and  eighteen  years 
ago  was  greatly  enlarged  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a 
large  circle  of  tourists,  for  whom  the  district  has  especial 
charms.  The  hotel  has  proved  a  conspicuous  success, 
especially  during  the  past  six  years,  since  which  it  has 


organised  hotel,  whose  position,  surroundings,  and  inter- 
nal conveniences  render  it  so  very  desirable  a  place  of 
residence  during  the  summer  and  autumn"months.  The 
establishment  has  its  regular  clientele  during  the  season, 
and  is  constantly  becoming  more  popular  with  the  highest 
class  of  visitors  to  the  West  and  North-West  of  Scot- 
land. A  first-rate  billiard  room  exists,  supplied  with  a 
splendid  billiard  table  by  Messrs.  Orme  &  Sons,  of 
Manchester  and  Glasgow.  The  entire  establishment  is 
conducted  on  first-class  lines  under  the  capable  manage- 
ment of  the  proprietor,  who  is  assisted  by  a  numerous 
and  efficient  staff  of  servants,  and  the  house  fully  sus- 
tains its  reputation  as  an  hotel  where  fashionable 
seclusion  and  every  home  comfort  are  obtainable  at 
commendably  moderate  charges. 
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HALLY     &     COMPANY,     Manufacturers,     Auchterarder,     Perthshire. 

Glasgow    Warehouse: —  n,     George     Square. 


Among  the  many  representatives  of  Scottish  textile 
commerce  and  industry,  few  houses  have  established  a 
more  deserved  claim  to  prominence  and  trading  popu- 
larity than  that  of  Messrs.  Hally  and  Company,  of 
Auchterarder,  who  are  well  known  all  over  the  United 
Kingdom  and  to  whose  operations  in  Glasgow  the  pre- 
sent brief  sketch  is  devoted.  The  firm's  works  at 
Auchterarder  have  been  now  in  active  existence  for  up- 
wards of  35  years,  and  from  that  centre  there  has  been 
developed  an  extensive  and  far-reaching  trade  in  those 
union  and  woollen  shirtings  which  command  such  last- 
ing favour  and  appreciation  among  the  trade  and 
general  public.  The  firm's  industry  necessarily  gives 
employment  to  a  large  number  of  hands,  and  an  im- 
mense output  is  involved  in  providing  for  the  various 
establishments  in  Glasgow,  London,  Manchester,  Brad- 
ford, Dublin,  and  Belfast.  In  Glasgow  alone  Messrs. 
Hally  command  a  trade  that  is  well  founded  in  the 
acknowledged  merits  of  their  goods  and  the  always 
increasing  demand  which  they  have  created.  To  the 
original  standard  of  excellence  in  material  the  firm  have 
scrupulously  adhered,  and  the  patterns  and  designs 
illustrate  the  care  with  which  Messrs.  Hally  preserve 


those  attractive  features  of  manufacture  which  have 
placed  Scotch  fabrics  of  this  kind  first  in  the  popular 
estimation.  The  firm's  fine  large  warehouse  in  George 
Square  comprises  showroom,  packing  room,  and 
offices  ;  and  while  the  premises  are  in  a  position  readily 
accessible  to  patrons  in  the  City,  they  are  also  within 
reach  of  those  railway  and  shipping  centres  tending  to 
facilitate  the  work  of  transport.  Messrs.  Hally  control  an 
immense  export  trade,  sending  goods  as  far  as  the  United 
States,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  The  Cape,  China,  and 
the  East  and  West  Indies.  In  the  City  the  interests  and 
affairs  of  the  house  are  under  a  system  of  capable  man- 
agement and  direction,  and  the  operations  of  the  firm  as 
representing  a  high-class  Metropolitan  concern  are  sus- 
tained with  the  enterprise  and  prudence  which  tend  to 
enhance  their  reputation  in  the  department  of  typical 
and  national  industry  they  so  eminently  exemplify. 

The  telegraphic  address  of  the  firm  is  "  Hally, 
Glasgow,"  and  we  append  a  list  of  the  various  branch 
concerns  in  England  and  Ireland: — Belfast,  n,  Ade- 
laide Place  ;  Dublin,  14,  Wicklow  Street  ;  Bradford,  3, 
Norfolk  Street  ;  Manchester,  18,  Tib  Street  ;  and 
London,  4,  Castle  Court,  Lawrence  Lane. 


LUIB    HOTEL,    Glendochart,    Perthshire.       Proprietor:    Mr.    Donald    McNaughton. 


The  Luib  Hotel,  situate  at  Glendochart  in  Perthshire, 
is  in  many  respects  one  of  the  most  delightfully  situated 
hostelries  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  It  stands  on 
the  banks  of  the  River  Dochart  some  six  miles  from  the 
head  of  Loch  Tay,  and  is  within  one  mile  of  the  Luib 
Station  of  the  Callander  and  Oban  Railway.  The 
establishment  possesses  all  the  various  modern  conve- 
niences with  the  seclusion  and  refinement  of  a  home. 
The  substantial  structure  contains  a  large  number  of 
rooms,  each  one  of  which  is  admirably  appointed  and 
furnished.  The  dining,  sitting,  smoke,  and  private 
apartments  are  both  cheerful  and  comfortable,  while  the 
bedrooms  possess  all  the  advantages  of  perfect  sanitation 
coupled  with  delightful  and  far-reaching  views  from  the 
windows  over  a  magnificent  range  of  country.  The 
cuisine  is  liberal  and  served  with  due  regard  to  the  most 
sensitive  taste,  whilst  the  wines  and  spirits  are  selected 
with  the  utmost  discrimination  from  the  most  reliable 
sources.  One  of  the  most  important  characteristics  of 
the  Luib  Hotel  is  the  moderate  nature  of  the  tariff, 
to  which  abundant  testimony  is  borne  by  a  large 
circle  of  patrons  who  have  from  time  to  time  recorded 
their  satisfaction  in  the  visitors'  book  of  the  estab- 
lishment.     The     visitors     staying     at    this    hotel    are 


permitted  to  enjoy,  free  of  charge,  the  privilege  of  fishing 
on  five  miles  of  the  River  Dochart,  which  is  admittedly 
one  of  the  best  salmon  and  trout  streams  in  the  West  of 
Scotland.  There  are  also  splendid  facilities  afforded  for 
trout  fishing  on  Loch  Dochart  and  Loch  Nubhair,  boats 
being  provided  free  to  the  guests  sojourning  at  the 
hotel.  We  need  hardly  add  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Luib 
are  to  be  found  many  places  of  historical  and  romantic 
interest,  including  Rob  Roy's  house,  immortalised  to 
fame  in  the  splendid  novel  by  the  "Wizard."  Both 
postal  and  telegraphic  arrangements  are  very  perfect, 
and,  in  short,  there  is  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  visitor 
passing  a  most  enjoyable  sojourn  in  the  district.  This 
comfortable  little  hostelry  has  recently  been  acquired 
by  Mr.  Donald  McNaughton  (a  brother  of  the  late  Mr. 
Robert  McNaughton,  the  former  proprietor),  who  is  very 
ably  assisted  in  the  management  by  his  wife,  who  per- 
sonally attends  to  the  comforts  of  her  guests,  making 
her  house  "a  home  from  home,"  while  Mr.  McNaughton 
attends  to  the  visitors'  comforts  and  pleasures  out  of 
doors.  His  genial  courtesy  and  thorough  business 
aptitude  give  promise  of  highly  successful  results  in  his 
present  sphere  of  activity. 


B.    &    M.     McNAB,    Family    Bread    and    B 

Her   Majesty   the 

The  above-named  business  establishment  represents  one 
of  the  oldest  bakery  concerns  to  be  met  with  in  the 
Western  Highlands  of  Scotland,  having  been  founded 
nearly  half-a-century  ago  and  conducted  during  the  whole 
of  that  period  with  an  energy  and  enterprise  which,  in 
the  present   day,   have   culminated  in  a  most  valuable 


iscuit    Bakers,    Shortbread    Manufacturers    to 

Queen,    Callander. 

connection  extending  over  the  entire  range  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  embracing  among  its  patrons  all 
classes  of  society  from  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty 
downwards.  The  premises,  situate  in  the  main 
thoroughfare  of  Callander,  occupy  a  neat  single-fronted 
shop  fitted  up    in    a  thoroughly   practical   style.     The 
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interior  is  of  ample  dimensions,  affording  every  facility 
for  the  satisfactory  conduct  of  the  business.  The  bake- 
houses are  in  the  rear,  and  are  well  fitted  with  all  the 
necessary  and  useful  appliances  where  a  large  staff  of 
bakers  is  employed.  Here  all  the  bread  sold  is  manu- 
factured according  to  the  best  known  processes  of  the 
trade.  The  stock  of  bread  in  the  shop  embraces  every 
description  of  plain  and  fancy  bread  and  biscuits  of  all 
kinds.  Bread  is  sent  out  to  customers  in  all  parts  of 
the  district,  and  all  orders  sent  in  receive  prompt 
attention.  The  special  feature  of  the  business, 
however,  is  the  manufacture  of  shortbread,  and  in  this 
department  of  the  baking  trade  no  house  with  which  we 
are  acquainted  can  for  a  moment  claim  pre-eminence 
over  that   of  Misses   B.   &   M.    McNab.      The  Queen, 


during  her  stay  some  twenty-three  years  ago  at  Inver- 
trossachs,  sent  for  a  quantity  of  the  firm's  manufacture 
of  shortbread,  and  since  that  time  a  constant  succes- 
sion of  royal  patronage  has  been  extended  to  the  house. 
So  valuable  indeed  are  the  consignments  of  shortbread 
despatched  from  this  establishment  that  it  is  no 
uncommon  practice  on  the  part  of  the  firm  to  insure  the 
parcels  against  loss  or  damage  in  transit.  The  business 
is  now  conducted  under  the  original  style  of  Mr.  Duncan 
Christie,  a  gentleman  who  has  been  long  and  honourably 
associated  with  the  progress  of  the  business,  and  who, 
b)'  wide  experience,  consummate  skill,  and  conscientious 
methods,  has  contributed  no  small  share  to  the  growth 
and  development  of  what  is  now  most  assuredly  the 
leading  business  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of  the  country. 


DUNCAN'S      TEMPERANCE      HOTEL,     Callander. 


This  excellently  managed  and  well-patronised  establish- 
ment was  opened  about  seventeen  years  ago  by  the 
present  proprietress,  Mrs.  George  Duncan.  The  house 
is  very  comfortably  appointed  throughout  and  offers 
every  accommodation  for  a  considerable  number  of 
visitors.  The  smoking  room  and  dining  room  occupy 
the  front  position  of  the  ground  floor,  the  rear  being 
devoted  to  offices  and  the  culinary  departments.  The 
drawing  room  is  on  the  first  floor  and  is  cosily  furnished. 
The  remainder  of  the  house  is  devoted  to  bedrooms,  in 


connection  with  which  is  a  large  bathroom.  The  bed- 
rooms are  excellently  appointed  and  are  admirably 
attended  to.  The  cuisine  is  unexceptionable  and  the 
tariff  commendably  moderate.  The  house  does  a  good 
family  and  tourist  business,  and  is  evidently  a  favourite 
with  a  large  section  of  the  travelling  public.  This  is, 
after  all,  the  best  proof  of  its  first-class  management, 
and  is  highly  creditable  to  this  old-established  temper- 
ance hostelry. 


DANIEL      MELROSE,    Ironmo 

The  general  ironmongery  and  hardware  trades  are 
creditably  represented  in  Callander  in  the  establishment 
of  Mr.  Daniel  Melrose,  occupying  a  central  position 
in  the  leading  thoroughfare  of  the  town.  The  premises 
have  a  good  frontage  to  Main  Street  and  extend  a  long 
distance  to  the  rear.  The  large  front  double  shop 
displays  a  varied  and  comprehensive  stock  of  household 
and  furnishing  ironmongery,  builders'  and  contractors' 
fittings,  ornamental  lamps,  tools,  farming  and  navvy 
implements,  dairy  and  household  machinery,  travelling 
requisites,  sportsmen's  paraphernalia,  and,  in  brief, 
everything  likely  to  be  required  by  town  or  country 
clients.  Cutlery  and  electroplate  are  also  shown  in 
good  selection.     To  the  rear  of  the  main  premises  large 


nger,    Main    Street,    Callander. 

storage  space  is  provided  for  implements,  fencing  wire, 
paints,  colours,  burning  and  lubricating  oils,  and  heavy 
goods.  Golfers  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Mr.  Melrose 
is  agent  for  Messrs.  R.  Forgan  and  Son,  Golf  Club 
Makers  to  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  that  all  the 
impedimenta  of  this  popular  game — drivers,  spoons, 
niblicks,  cleeks,  balls,  etc. — can  be  had  from  him.  Mr. 
Melrose  does  a  flourishing  business  within  a  radius  of 
twenty  miles  from  Callander,  and  is  well  known  and 
highly  respected  throughout  the  district.  Since  estab- 
lishing the  business  in  1879,  he  has  given  it  his  un- 
divided attention,  and  the  result  speaks  highly  for  his 
enterprise  and  business  capacity. 


STRONACHLACHAR     HOTEL,     Head    of 

Situated  in  the  heart  of  Rob  Roy's  country,  command- 
ing the  unrivalled  scenery  of  Loch  Katrine,  and  within 
easy  reach  of  the  most  beautiful  spots  in  Scotland,  the 
above  hotel  may  justly  claim  to  occupy  a  most  enviable 
position.  The  hotel  premises  have  been  erected  for  the 
business  and  possess  every  point  of  comfort,  good 
management,  and  sanitation  that  the  most  exigeant  could 
desire.  The  menu  is  both  select  and  extensive,  the 
cuisine  first-class,  and  the  wine  list  ideally  complete. 
To  the  summer  tourist,  whatever  be  his  bent,  the 
Stronachlachar  Hotel  forms  one  of  the  most  charm- 
ing resting-places  and  presents  to  the  eye,  in  its  sur- 
roundings, and  to  the  mind,  in  the  romantic  and  historic 
interest  with  which  they  are  associated,  an  overwhelm- 
ing attraction.  The  Trossachs  have  no  rival  in  Scot- 
land and  their  description  no  equal  in  Scott's  poetry.  The 
career  of  the  MacGregor  leader  is  not  less   interesting. 


Loch    Katrine.       Donald    Ferguson,    Proprietor. 

To  those  who  follow  the  Waltonian  Art,  Loch  Ka- 
trine offers  something  better  than  mountain  trout, 
while  residents  under  Mr.  Ferguson's  hospitable  roof 
can  also  fish  Loch  Chon  and  several  hill  lochs.  Boats 
and  boatmen  are  also  kept,  so  that  no  difficulty  need  be 
experienced  by  anglers  in  trying  their  skill.  To  reach 
the  hotel,  passengers  can  leave  the  train  at  Callander 
and  proceed  by  coach  via  the  Trossachs  to  the  Loch 
Katrine  steamer,  which  will  bring  them  almost  to  the 
door.  Those  wishing  to  come  by  the  Clyde  can  reach 
Inversnaid  by  the  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  the  hotel 
by  coach.  We  can  only  repeat  that  no  more  satisfac- 
tory holiday  resort  can  be  chosen,  and  only  one  regret 
will  be  experienced  at  the  end  :  the  pang  of  parting 
with  the  "  clustered  groves  "  and  lovely  surroundings  of 
the  head  of  Loch  Katrine. 
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THE    TROSSACHS     HOTEL,   Loch  Katrine.       Mr.  R.  Blair,  Proprietor. 


Among  the  many  magnificent  features  which  contribute 
to  render  the  Trossachs  of  Scotland  one  of  the  most 
important  is  supplied  by  the  unrivalled  hotel  which 
forms  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch.  The  Trossachs 
Hotel  was  erected  in  the  year  1820,  and  for  many  years 
was  conducted  by  Mr.  Stewart,  to  whom  Mr.  Macgregor, 
who  had  also  conducted  the  "  Dreadnaught "  at 
Callander,  succeeded. 


The  Trossachs  Hotel. 

This  gentleman  was  eventually  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Andrew  Blair,  whose  brother,  Mr.  Robert  Blair,  is  the 
present  proprietor.  This  magnificent  hotel,  the  only 
one  in  the  Trossachs,  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the 
classic  scenery  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  "  Lady  of  the 
Lake."  The  establishment  is  situate  ij 
miles  from  Loch  Katrine,  2J  miles  from 
Loch  Vennacher,  while  from  the  windows 
is  afforded  a  magnificent  view  of  Loch 
Achray  and  Ben  Venue.  The  hotel  affords 
one  of  the  finest  exemplifications  of  the 
Scottish  Baronial  style  of  architecture  to 
be  met  with  in  the  Highlands  ;  and  some 
idea  of  the  character  and  extent  of  the 
patronage  it  enjoys  may  be  formed  from 
the  fact  that  on  several  occasions  im- 
portant additions  to  the  structure  have 
been  rendered  necessary,  the  most  recent 
one  having  just  been  completed  in  a 
most  satisfactory  manner.  We  need  hardly 
say  that  the  establishment  is  pre-eminent 
as  one  of  the  most  select  and  fashionable 
hotels  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
spacious  drawing  and  dining  rooms  are 
luxuriously  furnished  and  artistically  de- 
corated, everything  being  in  the  most 
perfect  harmony ;  and  in  addition  to 
the  numerous  bedrooms  of  the  establish- 
ment, thereare  manysuitesof  sitting  rooms, 
dressing  rooms,  etc.,  in  every  way  suitable 
to  the  requirements  of  families  and  their  attendants.  The 
stabling  in   connection   with  the  establishment  is   quite 


unsurpassed  in  Scotland  ;  there  are  loose  boxes,  lock-up 
coach  houses,  and  a  splendid  equipment  of  coaches, 
carriages,  and  horses  for  the  convenience  of  guests.  Every 
sanitary  arrangement  is  perfect  throughout  the  estab- 
lishment ;  and  all  the  resources  of  modern  skill  in  hotel 
construction  are  called  into  requisition  to  ensure  the 
complete  convenience  and  comfort  of  the  visitors 
patronising  the  hotel.  A  high  standard  of  superiority  is 
maintained  in  the  cuisine  department, 
which  is  under  experienced  direction ; 
*;  ,  and  the  house  enjoys  a  distinct  reputation 

for  its  carefully  selected  wine  list  and  its 
efficient  and  intelligent  staff  of  attendants. 
The  visitors'  book  at  the  Trossachs  Hotel 
is  a  continuous  record  of  distinguished 
names.  All  coaches  to  and  from  Loch 
Katrine  and  Railway  Station,  Callander, 
stop  here  for  lunch.  Billiards  are  provided. 
There  are  admirably  laid-out  lawn-tennis 
grounds  ;  and  for  the  visitors  who 
enter  into  the  piscatorial  pastime  free  use 
is  afforded  of  the  magnificent  lakes  in  the 
locality  of  the  hotel.  At  Callander, 
Mr.  Robert  Blair  carries  on  by  far  the 
most  extensive  posting  and  coaching 
business  in  Scotland.  The  stabling  there 
affords  accommodation  for  forty  horses, 
and  we  noticed  on  the  occasion  of  our  visit 
some  fourteen  brakes,  several  four-in- 
hands,  and  a  large  number  of  elegant 
vehicles  in  every  way  adapted  to  the 
requirements  of  the  most  distinguished  personages  in 
the  Kingdom.  It  may  also  be  mentioned  that  Mr.  Blair 
is  the  esteemed  proprietor  of  the  Inversnaid  Hotel, 
Loch  Lomond.  This  celebrated  establishment  is  cen- 
trally situated  in   the  very   heart  of  the  Scottish  Lake 


The  Inversnaid    Hotel. 


District   and  amidst  unrivalled  scenery.       In  the  neigh- 
bourhood are  many  places  of  interest,   as,  for  instance, 
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Rob  Roy's  Cave  ;  the  Islands  on  Loch  Lomond,  on  some 
of  which  are  the  remains  of  feudal  strongholds  ;  and, 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  hotel,  Inversnaid  Falls,  ren- 
dered famous  by  Wordsworth's  celebrated  poem,  "  To  a 
Highland  Girl."  Coaches  to  and  from  Loch  Katrine 
run  in  connection  with  the  steamers  there,  and  there  are 
also  admirable  services  of  coaches  between  Inversnaid 
and   the   Trossachs.     In   the   control    of   these  various 


enterprises,  Mr.  Robert  Blair  has  evidently  dis- 
played magnificent  business  aptitude  and  power  of 
organisation.  His  methods  tend  to  secure  the  pleasure 
of  his  patrons,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  among  a 
most  influential  clientele,  his  name  and  the  names  of  his 
several  undertakings  are  both  identified  with  the  highest 
degree  of  merit  that  can  attach  to  the  commercial 
enterprises  of  a  business  man. 


THE  TAYCREGGAN   HOTEL,  North*Portsonachan,  Loch  Awe.     Messrs.  A.  and  A.  Munro,  Proprietors. 


The  Taycreggan  Hotel,  built  some  seventeen  years 
ago,  is  one  of  the  finest  institutions  of  its  kind  in 
the  Western  Highlands  of  Scotland.  It  has  been  excel- 
lently managed  by  the  present  tenants  since  its  opening, 
and  every  year  its  patrons  and  popularity  increase.  It 
is  a  first-class  hotel  in  every  respect,  and  one  very  suit- 
ably adapted  to  the  requirements  of  tourists,  anglers, 
and  private  families  sojourning  for  long  or  short 
periods  in  the  magnificently  beautiful  district  in 
which  it  is  located.  The  Taycreggan  Hotel  is 
situate     at     North    Portsonachan,     a    point    close     to 


sitting  rooms  all  most  suitably  furnished ;  and  possessing 
every  modern  convenience,  it  affords  a  degree  of  comfort 
which  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired.  The  bedrooms  are 
lofty  and  perfect  in  sanitation,  baths  are  provided  for 
the  use  of  guests,  and  in  every  detail  of  appointment  and 
administration  homeliness  is  the  '  order  of  the  day.' 
The  cuisine  of  the  Taycreggan  Hotel  will  compare  favour- 
ably with  that  of  the  most  notable  metropolitan  houses, 
while  the  tariff  is  a  model  of  economy  and  reasonableness. 
The  attendance  is  unexceptionable,  and  ample  facilities 
are  afforded  for  posting,  the  stables  being  well  supplied 


Loch  Awe,  within  nalf-an-hour's  sail  from  Loch  Awe 
Station  and  one  hour's  drive  from  Taynuilt  Station  of 
the  Caledonian  Railway  Company.  It  is  the  nearest 
hotel  of  first-class  character  to  Loch  Awe,  Loch  Avich, 
Loch  Nant,  and  ten  other  hill  lochs,  all  of  which  are 
free  to  visitors,  and  most  of  which  are  within  easy  walking 
distance  from  the  hotel.  Some  of  the  waters  have  been 
stocked  with  Loch  Leven  trout,  which  only  visitors 
at  the  "  Taycreggan "  are  authorized  to  fish.  The 
interior  of  the  establishment   has  drawing,  dining,  and 


with  horses  of  a  superior  character.  A1H  steamers  fon 
the  Loch  call  at  the  hotel  pier,  while  a  coach  in  connection 
with  the  steamer  "  Countess  of  Breadalbane  "  leaves  the 
hotel  daily  in  the  season,  running  through  Glen  Nant. 
The  supervision  and  general  administration  of  the 
establishment  reflect  the  highest  credit  upon  Messrs, 
A.  &  A.  Munro,  whose  energy,  enterprise,  and  courtesy 
are  continually  enhancing  both  the  volume  and  value 
of  a  widespread  and  most  influential  patronage.  Postal 
and  telegraph  offices  are  quite  near. 
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THE     LOCH     AWE     HOTEL,     Loch     Awe,     N.B.         Proprietor i— Mr.    Duncan    Fraser. 


This  handsome  hotel  is  situate  on  a  lovely  site  at  the 
foot  of  Ben  Cruachan  and  commands  magnificent  views 
of  the  upper  reaches  of  Loch  Awe,  with  its  numerous 
islands,  and  the  fine  old  Castle  of  the  Breadalbanes 
— Kilchurn  Castle — which  the  artist  Turner  has  immor- 
talised in  one  of  his  most  famous  pictures.  The  front 
elevation  of  the  Loch  Awe  Hotel  commands  an 
unsurpassed  view,  and,  possessing  all  the  essentials  of  a 
thoroughly  first-class  hotel,  it  affords  one  of  the  most 
desirable  sojourning  places  we  know  in  Great  Britain 
for  the  health  and  pleasure-seeking  tourist.  Within  are 
magnificent  suites  of  public  and  private  apartments, 
including  public  dining  and  drawing  rooms,  smoking, 
reading,  writing,  and  billiard  rooms,  well-appointed 
lavatories,  and  a  large  number  of  thoroughly  well- 
sanitated_bedrooms.       A  fine   staircase  gives  access  to 


are  all  alike  unexceptionable.  For  the  piscatorial 
devotee  every  provision  is  made,  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  being  provided  on  the  Loch  free  of  charge  to 
guests  staying  at  the  Loch  Awe  Hotel.  The  grounds 
of  the  establishment  adjoin  the  Loch  Awe  Railway 
Station  as  well  as  the  steamboat  pier,  thus  affording 
every  facility  for  the  easy  transport  of  both  passengers 
and  their  baggage  to  and  from  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 
It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  hotel  at  Dalmally  is 
conducted  under  the  same  proprietary,  and  nothing 
could  surpass  the  care  and  solicitude  evinced  by  Mr. 
Duncan  Fraser  for  the  comfort  of  his  guests.  In  no 
hotel  with  which  we  are  acquainted  do  greater  facilities 
exist  for  making  visitors  perfectly  happy  than  at  the 
large  and  admirably-organised  Loch  Awe  Hotel.  It 
has  its  regular  clientele  during  both  summer  and  autumn 


the  [upper  floors,  where  there  are  various  suites  of 
private  apartments,  all  admirable  examples  of  that 
artistic  elegance  and  refinement  by  which  every  apart- 
ment of  this  splendid  hotel  is  characterised.  The  success 
which  the  Loch  Awe  Hotel  has  met  with  will,  perhaps, 
best  be  gauged  from  the  fact  that,  at  the  present 
moment  of  writing,  a  new  wing  is  being  built,  an 
extension  rendered  necessary  by  the  increased  volume 
of  Mr.  Duncan  Fraser's  clientele.  When  this  addition  is 
completed,  the  internal  capacity  of  the  hotel  will  be 
doubled,  no  fewer  than  thirty  new  apartments  being 
added.  Among  other  specially  interesting  features  of 
the  enlarged  establishment  will  be  a  magnificent 
conservatory,  or  winter  garden,  and  a  gentlemen's 
smoking  and  reading  lounge,  commanding  an  unrivalled 
view  of  the  scenery  of  Loch  Awe.  The  grounds 
attached  to  the  hotel  embrace  no  fewer  than  thirty 
acres,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  laid  out  in  garden, 
lawn  tennis,  and  croquet  ground.  The  stabling,  too,  is 
of  the  most  extensive  character,  and  in  this  connection 
it  ought  to  be  noted  that  Mr.  Fraser  is  a  coach 
proprietor  on  a  large  scale.  The  hotel  attendance  is 
ensured  by  a  well-trained  and  excellent  staff,  the  cuisine 
under  the  charge  of  a  competent  cook,  and  the  wine  list 


seasons  and  is  constantly  becoming  more  and  more 
popular  with  the  visitors  to  the  Western  Highlands. 
The  entire  establishment  is  conducted  on  strictly  first- 
class  lines  under  the  most  capable  management,  and  the 
Loch  Awe  Hotel  fully  maintains  its  reputation  as  a 
house  where  fashionable  and  influential  patrons  can 
obtain  every  home  comfort  at  commendably  moderate 
charges.  Mr.  Duncan  Fraser  is  also  the  part-proprietor 
and  manager  of  the  celebrated  steamer,  "  Countess  of 
Breadalbane,"  which  runs  daily  on  Loch  Awe  in  connection 
with  the  trains  and  coaches.  He  also  during  the  season 
organises  excursions,  both  by  train  and  coach,  between 
Loch  Awe,  Pass  of  Melfort,  Glennant,  etc.,  etc.  A 
favourite  excursion  with  visitors  and  tourists  is  a  run 
from  Oban  to  Loch  Awe,  thence  by  the  "  Countess  of 
Breadalbane  "  through  the  exquisite  windings  of  the  Loch, 
and  return  to  Oban  the  same  evening.  Altogether  the 
tourist  to  the  Western  Highlands  of  Scotland  owes  a 
deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  Mr.  Fraser,  whose  unflagging 
energy  and  fearless  enterprise  have  been  the  main 
instrumentality  in  opening  up  to  the  travelling  public 
one  of  the  most  transcendantly  beautiful  ranges  of 
landscape  in  the  British  Empire. 
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THE     PORTSONACHAN      HOTEL,    Loch    Awe.      Proprietor:    Mr.    Thomas    Cameron. 


Almost  commensurately  with  the  growth  in  popularity 
of  Loch  Awe  as  a  premier  watering  place  resort  of  the 
Western  Highlands,  the  Portsonachan  Hotel  has  become 
conspicuous  both  by  reason  of  its  proximity  to  the 
Loch  and  the  commanding  and  exquisite  views  which 
its  magnificent  situation  enables  it  to  afford  to  the  guests 
accommodated  under  its  hospitable  and  comfortable 
auspices.  By  Mr.  Thomas  Cameron,  its  proprietor,  the 
prestige  and  dignity  of  the  Portsonachan  Hotel  have 
ever  been  worthily  sustained.  In  its  present  condition 
the  elegant  structure  is  a  well-known  feature  of  admira- 
tion for  all  visitors  to  the  district,  its  frontal  aspect  being 
considerably  emphasized  by  its  elegant  facade,  which 
presents  a  commanding  appearance  in  every  degree 
appropriate  to  the  dignified  characteristics  of  the  house. 
The  surroundings  are  of  unsurpassed  magnificence,  the 
whole  locality  abounding  in  scenery  wild,  romantic,  and 


in  the  last  degree  interesting. 


On   the  ground  floor  is 


the  spacious  entrance  hall,  leading  to  the  handsome 
dining-room,  elegantly  furnished  and  decorated  with 
due  regard  to  the  most  modern  views  of  taste  and  re- 
finement. The  drawing,  smoking,  reading,  and  private 
sitting-rooms  are  alike  appointed  in  excellent  style, 
while  the  bedrooms  present  many  impressions  of  homely 
comfort ;  another  feature  worthy  of  notice  being  the 
politeness  and  unobtrusive  courtesy  with  which  the  ser- 
vice of  a  large  staff  of  employes  is  rendered.  The  hotel 
tariff  is,  considering  the  splendid  accommodation 
afforded,  of  the  most  moderate  character,  while  the 
cuisine  has  long  been  noted  for  its  unexceptional  excel- 
lence, and  the    wines   have   been    selected    with    every 


regard  to  genuine  merit.  There  is  a  table  d'hote  daily  at 
7.30  p.m.,  and  every  detail  of  the  establishment  is  regu- 
lated on  a  system  which  consistently  keeps  in  view  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  guests  of  all  classes.  The 
Portsonachan  Hotel,  being  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Ben  Cruachan,  the  Pass  of  Brander,  and  other  places 
of  interest,  the  proprietor  has,  for  the  greater  accommo- 
dation of  visitors,  provided  a  steamer — the  "  Kilchurn 
Castle  " — which  enables  them  to  explore  the  whole  dis- 
trict. The  steamer  runs  to  Loch  Awe  Station,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Caledonian  Railway.  The  posting  es- 
tablishment in  connection  with  the  hotel  is  complete,  and 
Mr.  Cameron  has  coaches  running  through  Glennant, 
the  Trossachs  of  Argyleshire,  the  Falls  of  Blairgour, 
and  also  Inverary.  All  the  steamers  call  at  the  hotel 
pier,  just  a  few  yards  from  the  hotel.  It  is  also  worthy 
of  notice  that  Mr.  Thomas  Cameron  devotes  very  special 
attention  to  the  requirements  of  those  who  delight  in 
the  piscatorial  art,  free  permission  being  accorded  to  the 
residents  at  the  Portsonachan  Hotel  for  fishing  on  Loch 
Awe  and  the  several  hill  lakes  of  the  district.  As  a 
host  Mr.  Cameron  is  all  that  could  be  desired.  He 
experiences  no  difficulty  whatever  in  meeting  the 
demands  of  his  aristocratic  clientele.  Enterprising, 
energetic,  and  able,  Mr.  Cameron  is  a  gentleman  who 
is  looked  upon  with  the  greatest  respect  by  all  who 
sojourn  under  his  hospitable  roof,  and  visitors  who 
once  patronise  the  Portsonachan  Hotel  are  not  likely 
to  desire  to  quit  an  establishment  which  veritably 
merits  the  distinction  of  being  deemed  a  "  home  from 
home." 
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TARBET     HOTEL,     Loch     Lomond,     N.B. 


Proprietor — Mr.  A.  H.   McPherson. 


This  magnificent  establishment,  which,  in  respect  of 
situation,  commodiousness,  and  general  attractiveness, 
occupies  a  pre-eminent  position  among  the  hotels  of 
Loch  Lomond  district,  is  most  capably  conducted  under 
the  proprietorship  of  Mr.  A.  H.  McPherson,  whose 
intimate  acquaintance  with  every  department  of  hotel 
management  ensures,  for  the  numerous  guests  visiting 
the  establishment,  those  comforts  which,  away  from 
home,  are  so  gratifying  to  the  tourist  in  pursuit  of  rest, 
health,  and  pleasure.  The  Tarbet  Hotel  commands  a 
view  of  surpassing  beauty.  Ben  Lomond  can  be  seen 
in  all  his  native  grandeur  and  magnificence,  while  a 
thousand  other  beauties  arise  on  every   hand  to  render 


which  has  been  devoted  to  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  guests,  and,  apart  from  the  superior  furnishing  and 
equipment  of  the  entire  suite  of  dining  and  sitting  rooms, 
the  appurtenances  and  large  number  of  bedrooms  are 
models  of  perfect  taste  and  management. 

Among  recreative  adjuncts  must  be  noted  the 
magnificent  lawn  where  croquet,  lawn  tennis,  and  kin- 
dred games  are  wont  to  be  played  during  the  season. 
Complete  privacy  and  unobtrusiveness  are  also  evident 
features  of  this  hotel,  and  single  parties  or  families  may 
here  have  their  best  wishes  in  this  matter  fully  assured  ; 
special  arrangements  being  made — where  necessary — 
for  children.     In  every  respect  the  Tarbet  Hotel  is  well 


the  situation  a  perfect  Eden.  The  hotel  is  now  of  great 
magnitude,  having,  of  late,  been  enlarged  by  the 
addition  of  a  fine  billiard  room  (wherein  two  excellent 
tables  have  been  placed),  a  number  of  private  sitting 
rooms,  ladies'  drawing  rooms,  bedrooms,  etc.  The  long- 
established  supremacy  of  the  Tarbet  Hotel  continues  to 
be  enhanced  and  preserved  in  a  manner  creditable  to 
its  first  associations.  Elegance  and  refinement  are  its 
predominating  qualifications,  both  internally  and 
externally,  and  the  imposing  facade  presents  a  striking 
evidence  of  the  immense  accommodation  at  disposal,  the 
series  of  windows  all  affording  an  idea  of  the  magnitude 
and  importance  of  the  establishment  as  the  centre  of  a 
constant  and  high-class  body  of  tourists  to  the  locality. 
Internally  there  are  evidences  of  the  unsparing  attention 


calculated  to  meet  the  taste  of  the  most  fastidious,  and 
as  a  genuinely  first-class  hotel,  moderate  in  tariff, 
unexceptional  in  the  excellence  of  its  cuisine,  and 
provided  with  every  modern  essential,  it  holds  pre-eminent 
rank  among  kindred  establishments,  and  it  certainly  has 
no  superior  throughout  the  country.  Politeness,  atten- 
tiveness,  and  courtesy  are  freely  proffered,  and  Mr.  A. 
H.  McPherson  fulfils  the  capacity  of  host  and 
proprietor  with  all  the  acceptance  necessary  to  impart 
to  guests  the  most  favourable  impressions  of  a  house  in 
which  there  are  no  features  more  predominant  than 
absolute  comfort  and  satisfaction.  It  might  be  added 
that  a  table  d'hote  dinner  at  7  p.m.  awaits  the  arrival  of 
passengers  by  coach  from  Oban  and  steamer  from 
Glasgow   and  the  south,  while  coaches  leave  the  hotel 
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daily  through  the  celebrated  pass  of  Glencroe  for 
Inverary,  Dalmally,  and  Oban,  in  connection  with  the 
sailings  of  the  "  Lord  of  the  Isles  "  and  other  steamers. 
Omnibuses,  too,  meet  the  arrival  and  departure  of  Loch 
Long  steamers,  while  every  facility  is  afforded  for  fishing, 
pedestrian   expeditions,    and    drives    through    a    most 


picturesque  and  romantic  country.  To  the  tourist 
seeking  a  splendid  sphere  of  holiday  operations  we 
strongly  recommend  Loch  Lomond,  and  no  less  emphati- 
cally do  we  assert  the  supremacy  of  the  Tarbet  Hotel 
as  a  place  of  sojourn  for  those  enjoying  the  grand 
natural  advantages  of  the  locality. 


MESSRS.     D.     &    J.     MacEWEN     &     CO.,     Family    Grocers,    Italian    Warehousemen, 
Wine    and    Spirit    Merchants,    Stirling ;    and    Callander,    Crieff,    Dunblane, 

and    Bridge    of    Allan. 


The  annals  of  commercial  enterprise  present  few  more 
remarkable    instances   of  well-directed  and   successful 
trading   operations,  carried  on  for  the  long  period  of  a 
century  and    passed  from  father  to  son  with  undimin- 
ished   reputation,    than   that  of  Messrs.   D.  &  J.  Mac- 
Ewen  &  Co.,  whose  headquarters  are  at  Stirling  and 
branches   at   Callander,    Crieff,    Bridge    of   Allan,   and 
Dunblane.     The  enterprise  took  shape  about  the  close 
of  the  last  century,  Mr.  Daniel  MacEwen  and  Mr.  James 
and     Mr.    John    MacEwen    being   responsible    for   its 
inauguration.     The   family  comes  from   Upper  Strath- 
earn,    near   Crieff,    and    the    three    brothers    choosing 
Stirling  as  the  centre  of  their  operations  opened  their 
shop   in    Broad   Street.     Though   now   but    a    branch 
house,  this  shop  was  long  the  leading  grocery  establish- 
ment of  the  Royal  Burgh,  and  still  possesses  no  small 
interest   as  the  original  location  of  a  business  which,  in 
extent  and  standing,  has  no  equal  in  the  West  of  Scot- 
land.    With   the  extension  of  Stirling  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  railway  era,  the  business  centre  of  the 
town   has  shifted  towards  the  lower  end,  and  with  the 
rare  foresight  characteristic  of  the  family  the  Messrs. 
MacEwen,  in  1826,  built  new  premises  in  Port  Street, 
and  henceforth  these  formed  their  head  establishment. 
We  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  a  minute  description  of 
this  Stirling  house  ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  the  retail  shop 
is  large,  commodious,  and  elegantly  arranged;  the  offices 
neat  and  modern;  the  wine,  spirit,  and  bottling  cellars  of 
extraordinary  dimensions ;  the  wholesale  departments, 
feeding    stuffs   factory,   seed,    grain,    and    other    ware- 
houses of  the  largest  order.     The  other  centres  are  of  a 
similar  superior   character,    that    in    Callander    being 
simply  superb. 

The  business  is  distinctly  a  high-class  one  and 
preserves  this  character  in  all  its  ramifications. 
Grocery  and  provision  goods,  and  the  multitudinous 
articles  conveniently  classed  as  Italian,  form  to  the  view 
of  the  visitor  to  one  of  the  Messrs.  MacEwen's  con- 
cerns the  leading  features.  But  these  are  only 
departments  of  a  most  wide  and  inclusive  business. 
The  firm  have  a  reputation  second  to  none  as  wine  and 
spirit  merchants,  and  hold  rare  vintages  and  old 
distillations  only  to  be  had  from  houses  of  the  oldest 
standing.  East  India  Sherries,  some  30  or  40  years 
in  bottle,   Ports  of  '44,  '47,   '51,  Clarets  of  '58  and  '61, 


Jamaica   Rum  [of  venerable   age,  and  the  like,  form  the 
tit-bits  of  their  immense  stock,  and  stand  at  the  head  of 
a  list  from  which,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  no  European 
wine  of  any  distinct  merit  is  missing.     The  Champagnes 
present    an    unusual    variety    for    selection,    and     the 
Burgundies  and   Hocks  exhaust  the  productions  of  all 
the  noted  districts.     Then  come  Liqueurs,  Scotch  and 
Irish    Spirits,    including     the    celebrated     proprietary 
"  Sterlini "    blend,    Brandies,    ^Erated    Waters,    Bitter 
Ales,  Sweet  do.,   Porter,  Table  Beer,  etc.,  represent- 
ing the  goods  of  the  principal  makers.     During  recent 
years   the    firm    have    opened    up    a    great    trade    in 
feeding    stuffs,    for    the    manipulation    of    which    the 
best  plant  has  been  laid  down.     These  stuffs  include 
lintseed   and    cotton  cakes,    Indian    meal,    bean    meal, 
Paisley  feeding  meal,  Canadian  peas,  etc. ;  in  addition  to 
the   commoner   kinds   a   "  Special   Horse    Provender," 
composed  of  the  best  Carse  hay  and  home-grown  grain, 
is  the  best  and  cheapest  article  of  the  kind  we  have  ever 
seen.     Another  large  department  deals   with  agricultu- 
ral seeds  and  manures,  the  firm  having  special  facilities 
for  supply  as  agents  for  Messrs.  Alex.  Cross  &  Sons, 
of  Glasgow.     They  also  buy  wool  largely  and  supply 
sheep  dips  of  all  kinds.     In  brief,  every  requisite  of  the 
county  gentleman,  the  tenant  of  a  shooting  lodge,  or  the 
better  classes  of  customers  is  provided  and  the  wants  of 
the  rural  or  agricultural  community  fully  met.     From 
confectionery,  cigars,  tobaccos,  perfumery,  essences,  and 
spices  to   Indian  corn   is  a  wide  range,  and  when,  in 
addition  to  these,  the  special  character  of  the  wine  and 
spirit  department  is  taken  into  account,  it  will  be  seen 
that  no  comment  is  necessary.     The  firm   enjoy  an  im- 
pregnable position  in  Perth  and   Stirling  counties  and 
command  a  great  business  all  over  the  West  Highlands 
south    of    Oban.       Many    customers  live    still   farther 
afield,   but  it  is   unnecessary  to   further    illustrate   the 
remarkable    position    attained    by    this    house.      The 
present    partners,    Messrs.    John,    Daniel,    &    Robert 
MacEwen,  are  the  sons  of  the  late   senior   partner  and 
founder,  Mr.  John   MacEwen,  and  are  all  highly  accom- 
plished and  widely  popular  business  men. 

We  note,  in  conclusion,  that  the  telegraphic  address 
is  "  MacEwen,"  and  the  telephone  numbers  as  follows  : 
— Stirling,  315  ;  Bridge  of  Allan,  512  ;  and  Dunblane, 
55i- 


OBAN. 


From  Photo  by  Riley. 


VIEW     OF     OBAN. 


"  Oban  !  I  gaze  upon  thy  sun  kiss'd  hills, 
Thou  fairest  gem  of  all  the  Western  Sea ! 

And,  as  I  gaze,  my  heart  with  rapture  fills, 
And  deep  emotion,— long  unstirr'd  in  me  ; 

And,  as  a  lover  his  fond  passion  pours 

In  th'  maiden's  ear,  so  would  I  greet  thy  shores." 

Every  tourist  who  can,  with  any  justice,  claim  ac- 
quaintance with  the  relative  charms  of  Scottish  seaside 
resorts  will  assuredly  add  his  voice  to  the  universal 
concensus  of  opinion  which  pronounces  Oban  to  be  at 
once  the  Empress  of  Scottish  Watering  Places  and  the 
premier  centre  from  whence  may  be  surveyed  and  in- 
vestigated a  hundred  charming  scenes,  whose  romantic 
and  historical  interest  is  only  surpassed  by  their  trans- 
cendant  beauty.     By  a  recent  writer,  the   situation   of 


Oban  has  been  described  as  "picturesque  and  pleasing.'' 
We  demur  to  the  somewhat  filtered  ascription  of  merit, 
for  the  town  and  its  environs  present  a  magnificent 
wealth  of  scenic  charm  and  an  utter  grandeur  of  situa- 
tion that  in  both  respects  will  compare  favourably  with 
the  claims  of  Britain's  most  popular  seaside  resorts. 
To  the  tourist,  fresh  from  the  busy  hives  of  merchandise 
and  industrial  activity,  what  exceptional  attractions 
does  Oban  present  !  To  the  painter  of  scenic  glories, 
what  a  rich  expanse  of  opportunity  does  its  proximate 
isles,  its  sentinel-like  background  of  hills,  its  shady 
nooks,  supply  !  To  the  yachtsman,  what  guarded  shelter 
is  afforded  in  the  lovely  Bay !  while  to  the  health- 
seeking  visitor,  what  benefits  are  wafted  on  the  ozone- 
charged  breezes  that  are  wont  to  play  around  Oban's 
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fair  vicinity  !  Nor  does  the  town — in  this  respect,  unlike 
most  watering  places — owe  much  to  the  '  improving 
hand  of  man.'  Probably  the  greatest  blots  upon  the 
otherwise  exquisite  scene  are  those  imposed  by  such 
hideous  excrescences  of  human  invention  as  the  incom- 
plete Hydropathic  establishment  surmounting  the  town 
and  the  North  Pier,  at  which  the  splendid  steamers  of 
the  MacBrayne  and  other  Lines  ship  and  unship  their 
passengers. 

The  development  of  Oban  to  its  present  eminence 
and    importance    has    been    phenomenally    rapid.      In 
the  year  1772,   Mrs.   Grant,  of  Laggan,  published  her 
"  Letters  from  the  Mountains,"  and  therein  she  expressly 
states  that  the  one  building  in  Oban  was  the  Custom 
House,  a  statement  which  finds  some  corroboration  in 
the   "  Tour   in    Scotland,   in    1769,"   by    Pennant,   who 
speaks  of  the  Custom  House  and  Post  Office  of  Oban, 
and  who  describes  the  Bay  as  situate  "  opposite  Mull  in 
the  mainland."      On  the  22nd  October,  1773,  Oban  was 
visited  by  the  immortal  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  who,  with 
his  friend  and  biographer  Boswell,  spent  one  night  at 
what  the  great  lexicographer  in  his  "  Diary  "  describes 
as  "  a  tolerable  inn."     We  believe  there  are  good  his- 
torical grounds  for  fixing  the  locality  of  this  exceptionally 
favoured    hostelry  on  the  site   of  the  present   Victoria 
Hotel  in  Argyll  Square.     To  members  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  it  may  be  interesting  to  state  that,  while  the 
population  of  the  place   totalled    only   591,  a   Masonic 
Lodge  was  formed  which  is  still  one  of  the  flourishing 
institutions  of   the    town.     Oban    became    a   corporate 
town  or  Burgh  of  Barony  in  the  year  1820,  its  Corpora- 
tion   consisting   of   a    Provost,    two    Bailies,    and    four 
Councillors  possessing  the    usual   jurisdiction   both    in 
criminal  and  minor  civil  affairs.     Parliamentary  repre- 
sentation was  extended   to    Oban  in   1833,  m  common 
with  Ayr,  Irvine,  Campbeltown,  and  Inverary,  the  con- 
stituency being  designated  the  Ayr  Burghs.     In  1847, 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  Prince  Albert  paid  a  visit 
to  Oban,  and  subsequently,  in  her  "Leaves  from  the 
Journal  of  our  Life  in  the  Highlands,"  she  speaks  in 
somewhat  glowing  terms  of  the  place  and  its  picturesque 
surroundings.        By    the    splendid    enterprise    of    the 
Caledonian  Railway  Company,  Oban  has  been  placed 
in  direct  railway  communication  with  every  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,   an  excellent  service  of  trains   being 
maintained  at  all  periods  of  the  year.     A  supplementary 
service  is  afforded   during  the  summer  months  by  the 
magnificent    line    of    steamers   organised   in    the    first 
instance  by  Mr.  David  Hutcheson,  and  since  developed 


by  Mr.  David  MacBrayne  to  an  unsurpassable  per- 
fection. The  extension  of  these  and  other  facilities 
of  approach  has  vastly  augmented  the  welfare  of 
the  district.  The  population  has,  within  the  last 
twenty  years,  doubled  itself,  and  now  numbers 
nearly  5,000,  while  the  rental,  which  in  1845  amounted 
to  but  ^2,538,  now  reaches  the  handsome  total  of  nearly 
^"35,000  annually.  Nor  is  Oban's  condition  of  educa- 
tional, benevolent,  social,  and  ecclesiastical  progress 
less  marked  than  her  enhanced  rental  and  ratal  wealth 
and  her  augmented  population.  The  town  possesses 
a  Parish  Church  (Combie  Street),  a  Free  Presbyterian 
Church  (Oban  Hill),  and  a  Free  English  Presbyterian 
Church  (Argyll  Square).  At  the  head  of  Argyll  Street 
is  the  Congregational  Church,  while  the  Catholics  have 
their  pro-Cathedral  on  the  Esplanade,  their  prelatic 
brethren  of  the  newer  sect  worshipping  in  the  Episcopal 
Church,  George  Street.  The  Schools  are  excellently 
organised  and  thoroughly  equipped,  while  among  other 
educational  and  social  institutions  must  be  mentioned 
the  Scientific  and  Literary  Institution,  founded  in 
1839,  and  a  Musical  Association  of  considerable 
local  celebrity. 

Oban,  as  an  industrial  centre,  can  hardly  be  said  to 
have  paramount  claims  to  notice.  Its  hotels,  which 
probably  number  forty,  constitute  a  feature  which  no  town 
in  the  Western  Highlands  of  Scotland  can  rival.  As  we 
have  referred  in  another  place  to  the  hotels  most  deserving 
of  the  public  patronage,  we  need  not  longer  dwell  on  the 
subject.  Suffice  it  to  say  that,  in  the  matter  of  hostelry 
accommodation,  the  present  conditions  of  Oban  leave 
nothing  to  be  desired.  Great  advancement,  too,  is 
apparent  in  all  municipal  affairs,  and  the  enlightening 
influence  of  the  press  is  demonstrated  in  no  fewer  than 
three  weekly  newspapers — "  The  Oban  Telegraph," 
"The  Oban  Times,"  and  "  The  Oban  Express."  We 
may  say  that  these  are  all  weil-conducted  and  ably-edited 
journals,  paying  careful  and  competent  attention  to  local 
and  general  affairs,  and  enjoying  large  circulations  in 
the  town  and  for  many  miles  around.  The  business 
establishments  of  Oban  are,  as  a  rule,  enterprisingly 
conducted,  as  a  perusal  of  the  accompanying  industrial 
and  commercial  review  of  this  portion  of  the  "  Grand 
Tour "  abundantly  exemplifies.  Some  of  the  minor 
establishments,  too,  are  not  undeserving  of  the  con- 
siderable patronage  they  enjoy  during  the  tourists' 
seasons.  The  brief  space  at  our  disposal  is  now  exhaus- 
ted, and  our  few  remarks  upon  the  history  and  character 
of  Oban  as  a  community  and  as  a  fashionable  summer 
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seaside  resort  have  been  necessarily  of  a  fragmentary 
and  superficial  character.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however, 
that  the  natural  charms  of  the  locality  will  invest  it 
with  an  interest  that  no  literary  production,  however 
eloquently  worded  or  profusely  illustrated,  can  hope  to 
rival.  We  proceed,  then,  to  exemplify  those  mercantile 
concerns  of  the  district  whose  energetic   and  capable 


administration,  supported  by  praiseworthy  integrity  and 
sound  commercial  methods  of  trading,  have  raised  their 
proprietors  to  conspicuous  local  eminence  and  added 
not  inconsiderably  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town  and  to 
the  enhancement  of  Oban's  industrial,  social,  and 
municipal  well-being. 


"  From  a  Trout  Fly  to  a   Steam  Yacht." 

JOHN     MUNRO,    Ironmonger,  Ship  Chandler,  and  Yacht  Furnisher,  Lorn  Ironmongery  and 

Highland  Yacht  Depot,  Oban,   N.B.— Telegraphic  Address:  "  Munro,  Oban." 


Though  Oban  enjoys  an  unrivalled  repute  as  a  fashion- 
able Highland  watering  place,  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  it  is  also  the  distributive  centre  for  the  agricultural 
and  township  communities  of  one  of  the  most  flourishing 
districts  of  the  West  of  Scotland.  It  is  not  surprising, 
then,  that,  an  intelligent  trader,  such  as  Mr.  John 
Munro,  in  his  efforts  to  meet  the  wants  and  wishes  of 


the  fashionable  andjagricultural  worlds,  should  find  his 
business  assume  a  most  comprehensive  character,  and 
himself  become  a  Universal  Provider.  Few  men  are 
better  qualified  for  such  a  position,  either  in  respect  of 
innate  business  capacity  or  long  and  varied  experience 
and  his  knowledge  of  the  several  lines  of  enterprise 
aggregated  under  his  name  is  apparent  on  all  hands. 
His  stock  is  drawn  from  the  best  sources,  and  bears  the 
impress  of  firms  whose  names  are  a  guarantee  of  excel- 
lence ;  while  the  newest  of  everything  is  to  be  seen  on 
all  hands.  The  principal  establishment  is  centrally 
situated  in  George  Street,  and  occupies  an  eligible 
corner  position.  The  frontage  to  the  main  thoroughfare 
is  about  6oft.,  and  affords  excellent  show  facilities  for 
the  specialities  of  the  house,  such  as  lamps,  tools,  and 
table  equipage.  On  entering,  the  interior  shows  a  large 
and  handsome  shop,  with  a  smaller  one  to  the  right, 


both  fitted  up  in  polished  pitch  pine  and  most  con- 
veniently shelved  for  the  accommodation  and  display  of 
goods.  Opposite  the  entrance,  towards  the  rear,  are 
further  store  rooms  and,  at  the  extreme  end,  the  busi- 
ness offices  lit  from  the  roof.  The  stock  held  baffles 
enumeration.  Household  ironmongery  occupies  a  pro- 
minent place,  and  embraces  every  kitchen  utensil  and 
household  machine  or  appliance.  General  house  and 
builders'  fittings  in  steel,  iron,  and  brass  are  well  en 
evidence,  and  in  the  shop  to  the  right  is  shown  a  fine 
range  of  the  newest  ideas  in  artistic  grates,  tiled  hearths, 
coal  vases,  and  fire  irons  and  brasses.  Electroplate  is 
provided  in  every  form,  and  cutlery ;  while  the  general 
stock  includes  everything  from  light  hardwood  goods  to 
a  hammock  or  bedstead.  A  large  staff  secures  prompt 
attention  to  the  customer.  Large  and  well  arranged  as 
the  premises  are,  they  are  utterly  inadequate  to  house  a 
business  so  extensive  as  Mr.  Munro's.  Additional 
space,  therefore,  is  provided  in  two  other  finely-arranged 


establishments.  The  principal  one  of  these  is  situated 
on  the  North  Pier,  where  the  steamers  lie.  It  may  best 
be  described  as  an  extensive  store,  forming  a  repertory 
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for  the  goods  of  special  branches  of  the  business  not 
fully  represented  in  the  above  establishment.  The  side 
of  the  enterprise  dealing  with  sailing  craft  is  here  very 
prominent  in  the  shape  of  great  bales  of  rope  for  rigging 
and  similar  purposes,  yacht  and  boat  fittings  of  all 
kinds,  such  as  blocks,  pulleys,  cleats,  boat  hooks, 
anchors,  etc.,  sailcloth  of  every  kind,  life  belts,  buoys, 
fenders,  and  general  boat  furnishings,  paints,  ante- 
fouling  compositions,  and  flags.  Mr.  Munro  is  a  large 
flag  maker,  and  is  the  agent  for  the  Royal  Highland 
Yacht  flags.  Other  sections  of  this  warehouse  are  de- 
voted to  the  accommodation  of  fishing  gear  of  all  kinds, 
such  as  drift,  trammel,  and  splash  nets,  deep-sea  lines, 
etc.,  agricultural  implements  and  machinery,  including 
mowers  and  reapers  ;  navvy  tools  ;  paints  and  oils  in 
bulk  ;  and  sporting  ammunition.  The  stock  is  exceed- 
ingly heavy  and  extensive,  and  we  have  rarely  seen  such 
a  valuable  representation  of  the  various  lines  in  a  single 
warehouse.  A  third  establishment  occupies  a  good 
position  on  the  Esplanade.  This  contains  the  yacht 
agency  department  and  a  general  display  of  artistic 
goods.  At  the  present  time  the  array  of  lamps  is 
superb,  embracing  all  the  latest  designs  of  the  best 
southern  makers  in  various  materials.  Shooting  and 
fishing  gear — guns,  rifles,  ammunition,  rods,  lines,  casts, 
flies — is  to  be  had  of  the  finest  make,  and  all  kinds  of 
yacht  paraphernalia.  The  Yacht  Agency  is  a  special 
feature,  and  is  arranged  in  a  way  worthy  of  every  com- 
mendation. Steam  and  sailing  yachts  of  every  degree 
of  accommodation  and  of  every  tonnage  can  be  had 
from  Mr.  Munro   either  on  sale  or  hire,  and  those  de- 


sirous to  sell,  buy,  or  temporarily  engage  a  yacht,  will 
find  no  one  ready  to  offer  more  favourable  terms. 
Across  the  Sound  is  a  fourth  store  devoted  to  this 
branch  of  the  enterprise,  and  in  connection  therewith 
Mr.  Munro  has  constructed  a  pier  with  grid  and 
sleepers,  in  a  completely  sheltered  creek,  where  yachts 
can  be  docked  with  safety.  The  depth  of  water  at 
spring  tides  is  about  fourteen  feet.  For  the  convenience 
of  yachts  requiring  bottoms  examined,  cleaned,  or  re- 
painted, nothing  could  be  better;  while  for  yachts  win- 
tering opposite  Oban,  the  commodious  stores  offer  every 
accommodation  for  storing  launches,  yacht  boats,  spars, 
and  gear.  The  sail  loft  above  is  fitted  with  compart- 
ments for  laying  up  yacht  cushions,  napery,  cabin 
furnishings,  etc.  Mr.  Munro  having  entire  charge  of 
the  mooring  buoys  from  Heather  Island  to  Cowpoint, 
craft  can  be  moored  in  safety  and  moorings  provided  at 
moderate  rates.  Yacht  owners,  in  brief,  can  trust  their 
craft  in  Mr.  Munro's  hands  with  perfect  safety.  A 
special  department  of  the  business  deals  with  railway 
and  other  contractor's  plant,  the  Oban  Railway  and  the 
new  West  Highland  Railway  both  drawing  on  its  re- 
sources. It  will  be  evident,  then,  that  Mr.  Munro  is  a 
first-rate  man  of  business,  and  ranks  among  the  best  of 
our  city  merchants.  He  has  been  connected  with  the 
ironmongery  trade  in  Oban  during  his  business  career, 
and  has  operated  on  his  own  account  with  undeviating 
success  for  20  years.  He  is  still  young,  is  well  known 
and  highly  popular  throughout  the  Western  Highlands, 
and  is  a  courteous  and  highly-esteemed  gentleman. 


THE      VICTORIA     HOTEL,     Oban. 

Every  incident  and  locality  appertaining  to  the  famous 
Highland  sojourn  of  the  great  Dr.  Johnson  and  his 
friend  and  biographer,  James  Boswell,  cannot  fail  to 
prove  interesting  to  every  British  and  American  admirer 
of  the  world's  greatest  lexicographer  ;  and  it  is  impor- 
tant, therefore,  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
Victoria  Hotel,  which  is  generally  admitted  to  be  the 
principal  Temperance  Hotel  in  the  Western  Highlands, 
covers  the  precise  spot  where  once  stood  the  world- 
renowned  "  Tolerable  Inn,"  which  received  the  Doctor's 
commendation  during  his  northern  tour.  But  the  modern 
altogether  transcends  the  ancient,  and  both  Johnson  and 
Boswell,  were  they  describing  the  "Victoria"  of  to-day, 
would  require  a  much  more  vigorous  word  than 
"  tolerable  "  to  express  the  comfort-creating  resources  of 
Mr.  Maclachlan's  fine  new  hostelry.  The  structure, 
which  is  built  of  a  very  superior  freestone,  reaches  an 
elevation  of  five  storeys,  and  throughout  is  built  in  a 
pleasing  and  substantial  style.  A  fine  mosaic-covered 
hall  leads  to  the  staircase,  and  thence  we  mount  direct 
to  the  hotel.  The  coffee,  drawing,  and  smoking  rooms 
are  of  lofty  and  commodious  proportions,  and  are 
elegantly  furnished  with  all  the  requirements  of  modern 
taste.  The  pictures  with  which  the  coffee  room  is  em- 
bellished are  among  the  best  we  have  seen  in  our 
experience  of  hotel   appointment,  and   the   enterprising 


Mr.    D.    C.    Maclachlan,    Proprietor. 

proprietor  and  his  no  less  enterprising  and  courteous 
wife,  the  hostess,  are  to  be  congratulated  on  having 
made  such  provision  for  the  artistic  tastes  of  their  many 
and  influential  patrons.  The  bedrooms  are  numerous, 
lofty,  and  thoroughly  well  appointed,  while  bathrooms 
will  be  found  on  each  of  the  several  floors.  The  beds 
are  contrived  to  afford  the  greatest  comfort  to  guests, 
each  bed  being  laid  on  wire  mattresses,  so  as  to  ensure 
the  most  perfect  conformity  with  the  laws  of  modern 
sanitation.  Taken  as  a  whole,  the  Victoria  as  a  tem- 
perance hotel  has  no  rival  in  the  district,  and  it  is  a 
distinct  pleasure  to  accord  it  a  place  in  our  review  of  the 
"  Grand  Tour  of  the  Western  Highlands."  It  provides 
an  excellent  cuisine,  its  staff  of  servants  are  courteous 
and  attentive  to  the  wants  of  guests,  its  tariff  is  extreme- 
ly and,  to  us,  surprisingly  moderate,  while  it  is  presided 
over  by  a  host  and  hostess  whose  social  business  position 
in  the  county  makes  it  unnecessary  and,  indeed,  im- 
possible for  them  to  resort  to  those  petty  methods  of 
extortion  which,  under  the  pretence  of  "making  hay 
while  the  sun  shines,"  have  rendered  the  average  hotel- 
keeper  of  to-day  a  dread  to  all  who  become  subject  to 
his  control.  We  heartily  commend  the  Victoria  Hotel 
to  every  English  and  American  tourist  desirous  of 
enjoying  the  felicity  of  a  "  home  from  home." 
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THE    ROYAL    HOTEL,  Argyll  Square,  Oban.      Mr.  John  McKenzie,  Proprietor. 


A  review  of  the  interesting  features  to  be  met  with 
in  Oban  would  indeed  be  most  incomplete  without 
prominent  mention  of  the  Royal  Hotel.  This  advan- 
tageously situated  establishment  adjoins  the  General 
Post  Office,  and  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
railway  station.  The  "Royal"  is  one  of  the  loftiest 
hotels  in  Oban,  and  its  windows  command  an  unsur- 
passed view  of  the  Bay  and  the  various  hills  which  so 
greatly  beautify  the  landscape.  The  founder  of  the 
establishment  was  Neil  McNab  Campbell,  Esq.,  M.D., 
and  this  gentleman  continued  to  conduct  it  until  1889, 
when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  its  present  proprietor, 
Mr.  John  McKenzie,  a  gentleman  possessing  a  very 
wide  acquaintance  with  hotel  management,  he  having 
for  some  time  previously  been  entrusted  with  the 
management  of  the  Trossachs  Hotel,  one  of  the  most 
magnificently  conducted  establishments  in  the  Western 
Highlands  of  Scotland.  The  Royal  Hotel  is  now 
justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  and  most  popular 
in  Oban,  a  fact  that  fully  testifies  to  the  liberal  and 
enterprising  methods  that  have  been  characteristic  of 
the  present  management.  The  Hotel  both  externally 
and  internally  is  a  very  imposing  structure,  and  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  architectural  features  of  the  town. 
It  is  especially  adapted  as  a  family  hotel  of  high  class, 
and,  with  its  fifty  rooms,  possesses  accommodation  for 
a  large  number  of  guests.  The  arrangements  and 
appointments    throughout     are     thoroughly     complete 


in  every  respect,  showing  great  judgment  and  skill  on 
the  part  of  the  proprietary.  The  furnishings  through- 
out are  in  the  best  taste,  and  few  coffee  rooms  can 
surpass  that  of  the  "Royal,"  the  floorage  area  of  this 
apartment  being  fifty-eight  feet  by  twenty.  The 
drawing  room — twenty-eight  feet  by  fifteen — is  an 
elegantly  appointed  room,  furnished  in  accordance  with 
the  most  advanced  views  of  elegance.  The  smoking 
room  and  all  the  bedrooms  are  fine  airy  apartments, 
perfectly  sanitated  and  tastefully  embellished.  Each 
floor  is  supplied  with  lavatory  and  hot  and  cold  baths, 
and  in  every  minute  detail  the  comfort  of  guests  is 
secured  as  far  as  possible,  quite  regardless  of  expense 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  McKenzie.  There  is  an  excellent 
billiard  room,  in  which  is  a  table  by  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Yeaman,  of  London,  one  of  the  most  renowned  firms  of 
billiard  table  makers  in  the  world.  The  billiard  room 
is  admirably  lighted  from  the  roof,  the  pitch  pine  casings 
of  the  skylight  being  exceptionally  attractive.  The 
cellars  of  the  Royal  Hotel  contain  a  very  choice  stock 
of  the  best  wines  and  spirits,  while  the  excellence  of  the 
cuisine  is  a  well-known  feature  of  the  house,  and  one 
which  has  greatly  added  to  its  popularity.  Mr. 
McKenzie  is  a  gentleman  who  assiduously  strives  to 
enhance  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  guests,  and  is 
rewarded  by  a  valuable  and  influential  patronage  of  a 
very  superior  character. 


ALEXANDER 


MACKAY,      Dispensing    and    Family    Chemist,    Medical     Hall, 
Argyll    Square,    Oban. 


A     well  -  known     and     widely     patronized    chemist's 
establishment    in    Oban    is    that    of   Mr.    Alexander 
Mackay   of  the    Medical  Hall.     The  premises  occupied 
by   this  gentleman  are  well  adapted  for  the  business  in 
hand,  and  the  abundant  and  admirable  use  to  which  he 
puts    the   building    presents    a    most    agreeable  aspect. 
Conveniently   situated   in   the  centre  of  the  town,  Mr. 
Mackay   succeeded    to  the  business   of    Dr.    Campbell 
some   six  years   ago,   since  which  time  the  business  has 
greatly   developed,    and    is    continuously    experiencing, 
under   Mr.   Mackay's  judicious  administration,  a  most 
gratifying    enhancement.     The    stock    held    is    of  the 
choicest  kind,   and   all   medicines  "  to  cure  the  ills  that 
flesh  is   heir  to  "   are  obtainable  either  through  the  dis- 
pensing department   or  else  from  the  comprehensively 
stocked    shelves.     Well   versed   in    the  pharmaceutical 
chemistry,   and  possessed  of  keen  perception  necessary 
to  the  understanding  of  physicians'  prescriptions,  Mr. 
Mackay   endeavours   to   supply    customers    with    their 
medicines  compounded  of  the   very  finest  ingredients. 
Inferior  compounds   do    not  occupy   a  position  in  this 
or  the  branch  establishment  at  Salen  in  the  Island  of 
Mull,  and   Mr.   Mackay  can  be  depended  upon  to  faith- 
fully dispense  medicines  to  the  letter.     All  preparations 


can  be  obtained  at  this  establishment,  including  the 
numerous  patented  articles  at  present  in  favour  with  the 
general  public,  and  this  establishment  is  a  special  depot 
for  Mackay's  "  Vegetable  Extract "  for  promoting  the 
growth  and  circulating  the  colouring  fluid  in  the  hair. 
This  preparation  produces  a  bracing  and  vigorous  action 
in  extreme  cases  of  relaxation  and  prevents  the  hair  from 
falling  off,  restoring  it  to  a  healthy  condition  and  pro- 
moting its  growth  and  colour.  Mackay's  "  Glycerine 
Cream  "  with  cucumber  and  almonds  has  attained  wide 
celebrity  as  a  perfect  toilet  requisite,  and  is  an  invaluable 
preparation  for  visitors  to  the  seaside.  The  "  Oban 
Bouquet  "  is  a  delightful  perfume  of  rare  and  permanent 
fragrance,  and,  in  our  opinion,  altogether  surpasses  in 
excellence  the  productions  of  most  of  the  Scottish 
perfumes  with  which  we  are  acquainted.  The  attention 
which  Mr.  Mackay  bestows  on  his  business  secures 
him  a  highly  influential  connection.  He  personally 
superintends  the  dispensing  of  every  prescription,  and 
his  politeness,  agreeable  manners,  and  extreme  courtesy 
have  secured  for  him  a  large  local  clientele  and  a 
valuable  and  voluminous  connection  throughout  the 
entire  range  of  the  Western  Highlands. 
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CECIL  H.  BISSHOPP,  Gun  and  Fishing 
To  a  very  large  section  of  the  most  influential  class  of 
visitor  to  Oban  during  the  season,  no  business  house 
will  present  greater  attractions,  excite  greater  interest, 
or  command  more  substantial  support  than  will  the 
world-famed  gun  and  fishing-tackle  emporium  estab- 
lished, some  four  years  ago,  by  Mr.  Cecil  H.  Bisshopp, 
a  gentleman  whose  ardent  and  unconquerable  love  of 
the  life  of  a  naturalist  has  carried  him  into  "  all  the 
corners  of  the  earth."  Mr.  Bisshopp  is  world-renowned 
as  a  master  of  every  species  of  sport  ;  and  so  highly 
have  his  capabilities  in  this  sphere  been  prized,  that  he 
has  been  entrusted,  we  believe,  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  with  the  conduct  of  sporting  parties  to  that 
"  dubiously  safe  "  centre  of  sporting  activity  known  as 
the  South  Sea  Islands.  We  may  mention,  too,  that 
among  Mr.  Bisshopp's  unexceptional  credentials  is  to  be 
noted  the  fact  that  on  the  loth  of  April,  1886,  he 
received  from  the  Board  of  Trade  the  certificate 
constituting  him  an  "  Extra  Master,"  this  being  the 
highest  certificate  of  the  kind  that  that  Board  has  power 
to  grant.  A  visit  to  Mr.  Bisshopp's  very  handsome 
establishment  in  George  Street,  Oban,  would  amply 
repay  the  sportsman,  as  well  as  the  naturalist.  In  the 
window  are  displayed  unique  and  valuable  specimens  of 
birds,  reptiles,  and  animals  ;  while  the  stock  of  fishing- 
rods,  flies,  lines,  and  tackle  generally  will  compare  with 
the  productions  of  the  most  eminent  West  End  metro- 
politan sport-repositories.  For  all  descriptions  of  guns 
and  rifles,  with  their  respectively  appropriate  equipments 
of  cartridge,  gun-case,  cartridge-case,  etc.,  etc.,  Mr. 
Bisshopp's  emporium  will  be  found  unrivalled  in  the 
West  of  Scotland  ;  and  we  would  strongly  recommend 
our  Anglican  fellow-sportsmen  to  refrain  from 
encumbering  themselves,  in  the  metropolis  and  other 
great  centres,  with  "impedimenta"  which  can  be 
purchased  more  economically  and  in  equal  abundance 


Tackle    Maker,    Sportsman's  Depot,   Oban,  N.B. 

at  the  Oban  Sportsman's  Depot.  As  an  Ornithologist, 
Mr.  Bisshopp  occupies  a  conspicuously  pre-eminent 
position,  his  specimen  cases  affording  evidence  of 
profound  knowledge  of  the  habitat  of  the  various  species 
exemplified,  as  well  as  of  thorough  acquaintance  with 
the  modus  operandi  of  skin  preservation  and  stuffing. 
The  birds  and  animals  on  view  at  the  establishment 
would  unquestionably  form  the  nucleus  of  a  magnificent 
local  collection,  and  we  venture  to  suggest  that  the 
enterprising  spirit  of  the  men  who  have  so  largely 
contributed  to  the  enhancement  of  Oban's  renown 
should  find  an  additional  sphere  of  activity  by  the 
foundation  of  a  local  Natural  History  Collection  and 
the  consequent  acquisition  of  those  appropriate  speci- 
mens in  Mr.  Bisshopp's  possession,  which  give  so  much 
present  delight  to  every  naturalist  who  inspects  them. 
Again,  yachtsmen  ambitious  of  conducting  their  white- 
winged  craft  in  safety  to  the  many  beautiful,  but  some- 
what dangerous,  lochs  and  sounds  on  the  west  coast  of 
Scotland  will  find  at  the  depot  a  complete  stock  of 
Admiralty  charts,  which  Mr.  Bisshopp  corrects  as  the 
Admiralty  notices  from  time  to  time  necessitate.  From 
a  practical  experience  (extending  over  seventeen  years), 
both  "  before  an'  abaft  the  mast,"  in  all  quarters  of  the 
globe,  specially  fits  Mr.  Bisshopp  for  revision  work  of 
this  kind,  and  yachtsmen  will  find  in  him  an  invaluable 
"  guide,  counsellor  and  friend,"  and  in  his  emporium  an 
unique,  exhaustive  stock  of  "  gear  "  not  usually  found 
outside  the  splendid  yacht  chandlery  stores  of 
Southampton  and  Cowes.  We  close  this  review  with 
the  remark  that  Mr.  Bisshopp  is  a  gentleman  of  culture, 
who  adds  to  his  great  professional  abilities  a  courtesy 
that  cannot  fail  to  have  secured  him  many  friends  among 
the  aristocratic  clientele  who  annually  visit  his  interesting 
establishment. 


HUGH     MACDONALD,    "Wholesale    Stationer,    Bookseller,    Printer,    and    Librarian, 


Esplanade, 

At  the  head  of  the  Bookselling  and  Stationery  trade 
of  this  delightful  watering  place  must  distinctly  be 
ranked  the  house  which,  for  the  past  two  years,  has 
been  conducted  by  the  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at 
the  commencement  of  this  necessarily  brief  review. 
The  business  dates  back  in  its  formation  to  the  year 
1829,  the  originator  of  the  concern  being  Mr.  Miller,  the 
father  of  the  well-known  founder  of  the  Oban  Times,  a 
paper  which  still  exists,  as  a  separate  property,  however, 
from  Mr.  Macdonald's  stationery  and  bookselling 
branches.  The  premises  occupied  comprise  a  magnifi- 
cent shop  on  the  Esplanade,  having  a  frontage  second  to 
none  in  the  Western  Highlands  in  respect  of  architec- 
tural beaut}'  and  attractiveness.  The  building  is  of 
very  superior  freestone,  the  lofty  windows  being  sheathed 
with  finely  polished  red  granite  columns,  the  tout  en- 
semble of  the  facade  being  all  that  the  most  fastidious 
connoisseur  in  structural  matters  could  desire.  The 
window  display  is  most  effective  and  a  constant  source  of 
attraction  to  ail  who  pass  by.  The  interior  is  artistically 
and  elegantly  fitted  up,  no  expense  having  been  spared 
in  the  matter  of  appointments.  The  stocks  held  are  of 
the  most  comprehensive  character,  and  include  all  the 
requisites    of   a    high-class    bookselling   and    stationery 


Oban. 

business.  Among  the  specialities  which  at  once  attract 
the  attention  of  the  visitor  to  the  establishment  are  the 
photographic  views  of  all  that  is  interesting  throughout 
the  Western  Highlands.  Mr.  Macdonald  carries  on  a 
very  large  business  in  this  department,  drawing  his  stock 
at  all  times  from  the  best  sources  of  supply.  Artistic 
materials  are  also  very  conspicuous  elements  in  the  stock 
held,  while  in  general  bookselling  and  stationery  no  item 
in  daily  use  appertaining  to  these  businesses  is  omitted. 
Mr.  Macdonald  is  also  prepared  to  ensure  the  execution 
of  printing,  engraving,  and  lithographic  orders  with 
promptness  and  dispatch  ;  and  all  the  work  entrusted  to 
him  appears  to  bear  evidence  both  of  beauty  of  concep- 
tion and  elegance  of  design.  Mi".  Macdonald  enjoys 
a  large  and  influential  connection  throughout  the  West 
of  Scotland,  and  his  valuable  commercial  relationships 
are  well  based  upon  the  eminent  reputation  which  his 
house  has  for  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  century  enjoyed, 
and  upon  the  thorough  confidence  established  by  the 
superior  quality  of  the  goods  and  the  well-known  character 
of  the  work  turned  out  under  Mr.  Hugh  Macdonald's 
auspices.  We  heartily  commend  the  establishment  to 
every  reader  of  these  historical  annals  of  Western 
Scotland. 
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MR.  DUGALD  CAMERON  MACLACHLAN,  Artiste  Tailor  in  Ladies'  and  Gentlemen's  Attire, 
Highland  Costume  Maker,  Clothier,  Outfitter,  Costumier,  and  Manufacturer  of  Homespuns 
and  Highland  Tartans.     The  Royal  Clan  Tartan  Warehouse,  John  Square,  Oban. 


It  has  generally  been  accepted  as  a  fact,  though 
probably  only  on  traditional  authority,  that,  in  the  matter 
of  Highland  tailoring  and  outfitting,  both  in  respect  of 
ladies'  and  gentlemen's  costumes,  Inverness  holds  a  pre- 
eminent position.  We  confess  to  sharing  that  opinion 
until  recently,  and  a  visit  to  Oban  it  was  that  dispelled 
the  impression  of  many  years.  In  Oban,  which  is  un- 
questionably assuming  with  great  rapidity  the  supremacy 
of  the  Highlands,  there  are  several  representatives  of 
the  national  sartorial  art  ;  but  certainly  no  house  so  en- 
gaged has  advanced  to  so  supreme  a  rank  as  has  the 
well-known  house  indicated  at  the  head  of  this  historic 


sketch.  The  magnificent  business,  which  for  the  past 
quarter  of  a  century  has  been  controlled  by  Mr.  Dugald 
Cameron  Maclachlan,  was  founded  some  fifty  years 
ago.  Commensurately  with  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  Oban  has  been  the  enhancement  of  the  great 
house  under  review,  and  it  is  saying  much  for  com- 
mercial enterprise  in  the  Western  Highlands  to  acknow- 
ledge that  in  the  competitive  struggle  of  the  age  the 
concern  in  question  has  out-distanced  all  rivals.  The 
premises  occupied  by  Mr.  Maclachlan  in  George  Street, 


Oban,  are  among  the  most  conspicuous  objects  of  in- 
terest in  the  town.  Mr.  Maclachlan  is  nothing  if  he  is 
not  a  Highlander,  and  even  the  exterior  of  his  warehouse 
bears  testimony  to  this  fact.  The  true  tartan  decorates 
the  splendid  double-fronted  facade,  while  every  charac- 
teristic of  the  "  historically-rich"  district  is  displayed  in 
the  lofty  windows,  or  in  the  spacious  interior.  Even  the 
spinning  wheel  and  weaving  loom  of  ancestral  days  are 
turned  to  ornamental  account,  and  both  contrive  to  lend 
a  picturesqueness  to  the  establishment  such  as  we  have 
never  seen  elsewhere.  The  splendidly  appointed  show- 
rooms, of  great  area,  are  replete  with  a  magnificent 
stock,  the  mere  enumeration  of  which  would  fill  more 
than  our  allotted  space.  Here  will  be  found,  in  mag- 
nificent array,  all  the  finest  productions  in  Northern 
homespuns,  and  one  so  replete  with  features  of  interest 
and  novelty  we  have  never  beheld.  The  departments 
of  the  establishment  include  Scottish  tweeds,  Shetland 
and  Faroe  Isles  hand-knitted,  woven,  and  spun  goods, 
hand-knit  socks,  knicker  and  kilt  hose,  underclothing, 
hosiery,  and  Scottish  caps,  jerseys,  mackintoshes,  port- 
manteaus, yachting  outfits,  and  all  descriptions  of  cos- 
tume cloths.  A  branch  of  Mr.  Maclachlan's  business 
not  hitherto  enumerated  must  not,  however,  escape 
notice.  We  refer  to  the  ladies'  tailoring  department. 
The  proprietor  is,  in  the  true — and  only  true — sense  of 
the  word,  a  "  ladies'  tailor."  Even  celebrated  Metro- 
politan houses  we  could  mention  are  less  deserving  of 
the  cognomen  ;  for  they  employ  female  tailors,  while  Mr. 
Maclachlan  only  employs  men,  and  these  are  of  the 
most  efficient  and  reliable  character.  The  connection, 
therefore,  in  this  department  has  assumed  a  great  degree 
of  magnitude,  the  house  enjoying  the  patronage  of  the 
most  distinguished  families  of  Europe.  Mr.  Maclachlan 
numbers  among  his  patrons  Her  Majesty  the  Queen, 
several  members  of  the  Royal  Family,  H.R.H.  Prince 
Henry  of  Battenburg,  H.I.H.  Prince  Henry  of  Prussia 
(brother  of  the  German  Emperor),  H.R.H.  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  the  latter  prince,  together  with  the  Marquis  de 
la  Rochefoucauld,  having  quite  recently  been  supplied 
with  handsome  Highland  costumes,  kilts  of  the  Royal 
Stuart  in  hunting  and  dress  tartans,  made  in  true 
Celtic  style,  with  all  the  adjuncts  and  equipments  so 
essential  to  the  completion  of  a  true  Highland  outfit. 
In  concluding  our  necessarily  brief  notice,  it  only  re- 
mains to  be  said  that  the  business  in  every  department 
is  conducted  on  the  highest  lines  of  commercial  enter- 
prise. We  abstain  from  flattering  comments  upon  Mr. 
Dugald  Cameron  Maclachlan,  for  they  might  prove 
distasteful,  and  could  not  raise  him  higher  in  the  estima- 
tion of  those  most  competent  to  judge  his  worth.  It  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  he  manages  with  eminent  ability 
a  business  which  we  believe  will  not  only  be  a  valuable 
source  of  wealth  to  himself,  but  a  rich  heirloom  to  those 
who,  in  the  years  to  come,  shall  succeed  to  his  great 
and  deservedly  popular  enterprise. 
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JOHN    M'ISAAC,    Baker    and    Grocer,    24    and    25,    Argyll    Square,    Oban. 


In  recording  the  industrial  and  historical  progress 
of  the  several  localities  which  constitute  the  chief 
features  of  interest  in  the  Western  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  annals  of  such 
an  establishment  as  is  that  of  Mr.  John  M'Isaac,  a 
gentleman  who,  in  himself,  associates  the  personal  and 
commercial  with  the  municipal  and  public  in  a  degree 
that  invests  him  with  an  exceptional  interest  from  what- 
soever point  of  view  he  is  contemplated. 

Mr.  John  M'Isaac  conducts  a  grocery  and  bakery 
business,  which,  without  doubt,  is  the  oldest  established 
m  Oban,  and  which  can  readily  be  traced,  by  means  of 
authenticated  documents,  to  the  early  part  of  the  century. 


week,  to  supply  the  requirements  of  the  workmen  on 
the  line.  The  contract  on  every  occasion  was  carried 
to  completion  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  and 
reflects  no  small  credit  upon  the  energy  and  enterprise 
of  both  the  proprietor  and  his  staff  of  workmen.  The 
bakehouse  is  decidedly  the  best  and  most  completely 
equipped  in  the  West  of  Scotland,  and  possessing  these 
advantages  it  is  not  surprising  that  Mr.  M'Isaac  enjoys  a 
connection  which,  in  respect  of  widespread  extent, 
influence,  and  volume,  is  equally  unrivalled  in  this  part 
of  Her  Majesty's  dominions. 

Mr.  M'Isaac  renders  valuable  service  to  the  com- 
munity in  his  civic  and  municipal  capacity.     He  has 


For  something  like  a  quarter  of  a  century,  Messrs. 
J.  &  A.  McLucas  carried  on  the  concern,  these  gentle- 
men being  succeeded  by  the  present  proprietor.  The 
shop  occupies  a  most  conspicuous  position  at  the  corner 
of  Argyll  Square,  is  well  appointed  in  every  way,  and  is 
extensively  stocked  with  a  choice  selection  of  groceries 
and  provisions,  bread,  fancy  bread,  and  biscuits.  There 
is  an  extensive  bakehouse  at  the  rear,  where  a  large 
number  of  hands  is  engaged  in  baking  bread,  biscuits, 
etc.  Indeed,  as  illustrating  the  abundant  resources  at 
the  disposal  of  Mr.  M'Isaac,  it  may  be  mentioned  that, 
during  the  making  of  the  railway  to  Oban,  he  undertook 
to  supply  Messrs.  D.  &  J.  McEwan  &  Co.,  the  railway 
contractors,   with   three   thousand    quartern   loaves  per 


honourably  served  in  the  capacity  of  a  Bailie  of  the 
town,  and,  at  the  present  time,  he  fills  the  very  honour- 
able position  of  Provost  of  Oban.  His  conduct  in  this 
important  capacity  is  marked  by  the  same  consistency 
and  straightforwardness  that  have  invariably  marked 
his  commercial  career,  and  there  is  not  to  be  found  in 
Argyllshire  a  name  more  universally  respected  by  all 
classes  of  the  community.  It  is  such  men  as  Provost 
M'Isaac  who  render  interesting  the  annals  of  commer- 
cial and  civic  undertakings,  and  to  the  gentleman  in 
question,  therefore,  we  gladly  accord  a  place  of  honour 
in  our  historical  sketches  of  leading  industrial  houses  to 
be  met  with  in  the  course  of  a  Grand  Tour  of  the 
Western  Highlands  of  Scotland. 
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MESSRS.     D.     M'CALL     &     Co.,     Aerated    Water    Manufacturers    and    Wholesale    and 

Export    Bottlers,   Oban. 


Those  familiar  with  the  technique  of  the  manufacture 
of  aerated  waters  know  well  enough  that  the  water 
itself  is  the  secret  of  success.  So  far  as  the  other 
requirements  of  the  industry  go,  both  syrups  and 
flavouring  essences,  pure  gas  and  the  finest  plant' 
are  at  the  command  of  every  manufacturer  who 
possesses  the  necessary  quid  pro  quo  required  for  their 
purchase.  Nature  indeed  supplies  water  in  abundance 
almost  everywhere,  but  rarely  water  suitable  for  aera- 
tion. The  famous  Cromac  springs  of  Belfast,  affording 
an  unlimited  supply  of  naturally  filtered  water,  have 
given  birth  to  the  great  mineral  water  business  of  that 
enterprising  city  ;  and  the  Drimvargie  Spring  may  be 
said  to  have  rendered  possible  the  important  business 
which  we  here  propose  to  notice.  The  firm  of  Messrs. 
D.  M'Call  &  Co.  dates  from  1883,  and  belongs  to  Mr. 
Daniel  M'Call,  its  enterprising  and  able  director.  The 
premises  occupy  a  fine  position  to  the  west  of  Oban,  on 
the  edge  of  the  spring  above  mentioned,  and  form  a 
neat  and  compact  block  of  buildings  of  two  storeys. 
The  lower  floor  is  used  as  a  manufactory  and  general 
bottling  house,  and  the  upper  for  storage,  offices,  and 
laboratory  purposes.  The  plant  of  one  mineral  water 
factory  now-a-days  is  very  much  like  that  of  another. 
In  Mr.  M'Call's  manufactory  all  the  usual  generating, 
purifying,  filling,  corking,  and  bottle-washing  appliances 
may  be  seen,  the  plant  having  been  supplied  by  the 
Messrs.  Galloway,  of  Bolton.  A  Crossley's  "  Otto  " 
serves  for  driving.  The  whole  process  is  almost  auto- 
matic ;  and  the  waters,  from  the  moment  of  leaving  the 
filters  till  they  are  secured  in  the  bottles,  do  not  come  in 
contact  with  the  hand.  Considering  the  excellent 
character  of  the  plant  and  the  care  devoted  to  the 
thorough  cleansing  of  the  bottles,  it  is  clear  that  the 
limpid  fluid  of  the  Drimvargie  Spring  passes  to  the 
public  with  its  charge  of  gas  arid  its  delicate  flavourings 


in  the  state  of  the  most  absolute  purity.  As  to  the 
character  of  the  water  itself  we  can  speak  with  confi- 
dence, and  analysis  confirms  the  impression  derived 
from  the  sense  of  taste.  Thus  Thomas  W.  Drinkwater, 
F.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  L.A.C.S.,  E.D.,  of  the  Edinburgh 
School  of  Chemistry,  writes  : — "  The  water  is  bright 
and  clear,  free  from  sediment  and  smell,  and  of  good 
colour  and  taste.  The  small  quantities  of  ammonia  and 
chlorine  prove  it  to  be  free  from  organic  contamination. 
The  lime  salts  dissolved  in  the  water  consist  chiefly  of 
sulphate.  I  consider  it  to  be  excellent  water  for  the 
purpose  you  require  it."  We  do  not  know  of  any 
mineral  waters  that  are  in  any  way  superior  to  those 
made  by  Messrs.  M'Call  &  Co.,  who  deserve  no  small 
credit  for  the  skilful  manner  in  which  they  have  con- 
ducted their  enterprise.  Their  productions  are  very 
varied,  including  lemonade,  lemon  squash,  ginger  beer, 
sherbert,  orangeade,  sarsaparilla,  hot  Tom  bitters,  hop 
ale,  tonic,  zoedone,  soda  water,  potash  water,  seltzer 
water,  and  bromide  water,  in  whole  or  split  bottles,  and 
supplied  to  the  trade  only.  The  firm  do  also  a  heavy 
bottling  trade  in  fine  beers  and  stouts,  including  those 
of  Bass,  Allsopp,  Ind  Coope  &  Co.,  Worthington  &  Co., 
McEwan,  Younger,  Guinness,  etc.  ;  and  bottle  lager, 
Scotch  stout,  and  Devonshire  cyder.  Their  goods  of 
both  kinds  find  universal  acceptance,  and  are  in  demand 
not  only  in  the  districts  for  which  Oban  is  the  centre, 
but  far  beyond.  The  mineral  waters  of  the  firm  go  all 
over  Scotland  and  the  Isles  ;  their  great  purity  and  per- 
fect manufacture  forming  an  unfailing  recommendation. 
Mr.  M'Call  personally  attends  to  the  manufacture  and 
directs  the  operations  of  the  house.  He  occupies  an 
impregnable  position  with  both  the  trade  and  the 
public,  and  has  attained  a  success  which  promises  to  be 
steadily  enhanced  as  time  goes  on  and  the  merits  of  the 
waters  of  Drimvargie  Spring  become  more  widely 
known. 


- 


FORT  WILLIAM 


VIEW     OF     FORT     WILLIAM     AND     BEN     NEVIS. 


Fort  William  takes  its  name  from  the  fort  erected 
during  the  reign  of  William  III.  by  General  Monk,  in 
order  to  overawe  Cameron  of  Lochiel  and  his  sup- 
porters. Within  easy  distance  Ben  Nevis  towers  above 
all  its  brother  Bens,  and  attracts  numerous  ambitious 
visitors.  The  town  possesses  one  main  street  lined  with 
good  shops  and  hotels.  It  commands  the  waterway  to 
Inverness  and  sits  among  the  sublimest  scenery. 

Fort  William,  if  not  a  prepossessing  town,  has  at 


least  the  merit  of  having  greatly  improved  during  the 
past  few  years.  Fort  William  contains  a  striking 
example  of  the  worthier  appreciation  of  Church  archi- 
tecture latterly  evinced  by  the  Scotch  people  in  a 
beautiful  little  Episcopal  Chapel, — perhaps  the  most 
beautiful  of  its  kind  in  Scotland.  The  fabric  well 
repays  a  visit.  Its  granite  pillars  bear  witness  to  the 
peculiar  richness  of  the  surrounding  country  in  that 
rock.  Schools  erected  in  a  corresponding  style  also 
adorn  the  locality. 
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BEN    NEVIS   AND    NEVIS    DISTILLERIES,  Fort  William,  N.B.— Mr.  Donald  P.  McDonald. 


At  the  base  of  Ben  Nevis,  and  surrounded  by 
the  grandest  scenery  of  the  Highlands,  stands  the 
famous  distilleries  of  Mr.  Donald  P.  McDonald,  whose 
"  Long  John  "  is  a  household  word  in  all  parts  of  the 
civilized  world.  These,  the  largest  and  best  equipped 
of  Highland  distilleries,  embody  the  result  of  a  rare 
enterprise  and  long  experience,  and  present  every 
feature  of  interest  attaching  to  a  great  and  successful 
undertaking.  The  origin  of  the  Ben  Nevis  and  Nevis 
Distilleries  was  due  to  Mr.  John  McDonald,  the  father 
of  the  present  proprietor,  who,  in  1825,  founded  the 
first  enterprise  of  the  kind  in  the  Lochaber  district. 
The  founder — a  man  of  great  stature — familiarly  desig- 
nated "  Long  John,"  gave  his  name  to  the  distillation  ; 
and   its   merits,    as   it   became  more  and   more   widely 


the  "  wash  "  and  the  others  for  the  "  feints."  Their 
total  capacity  is  almost  4,000  gallons.  Steam  and 
water  power  are  both  amply  supplied.  The  newer 
distillery,  "  The  Nevis,"  which  is  situated  about  a  mile 
nearer  Fort  William,  is  a  colossal  establishment,  and 
may  be  taken  to  embody  everything  that  long  experience 
could  teach,  or  ingenuity  compass.  The  buildings 
cover  an  area  of  eight  acres,  and  consist  of  an  aggrega- 
tion of  large  separate  blocks,  connected  by  gangways, 
and  built  of  concrete  made  by  Mr.  McDonald's  own 
workmen.  It  is  impossible  to  convey  an  adequate  idea 
of  the  extent  and  commodiousness  of  the  various  depart- 
ments, or  the  perfection  of  the  design  and  equipment. 
The  storage  space,  both  for  grain  and  spirits,  is  some- 
thing phenomenal.      The    malt    barns    and   grain   lofts 


known,  brought  an  ever-increasing  prosperity,  which  is 
consummated  in  the  mammoth  establishment  and 
enormous  business  of  the  Ben  Nevis  and  Nevis 
Distilleries  of  to-day.  The  older  establishment,  "  Ben 
Nevis,"  stands  at  the  mountain  foot  some  two  miles 
from  Fort  William,  and  covers  a  space  of  about  four 
acres.  The  premises  are  of  substantial  construction, 
and  contain  every  facility  for  distilling  on  a  large  scale. 
The  granary  and  malt  barn  are  each  120  feet  long,  and 
the  other  departments  are  in  proportion.  The  tun-room 
contains  six  washbacks  of  7,000  gallons  each,  and  near 
by  is  a  mash  tun  of  2,000  gallons,  an  underback  of 
1,500  gallons,  and  a  cooler  of  about  the  same  capacity. 
The  stills,  of  which  there  are  five,  are  of  the  old  "  pot  " 
type,  the  two  largest  being  used  for  the  distillation  of 


have  no  equals  that  we  know  of.  Seventy  thousand 
feet  of  malting  floors,  steeps  with  a  capacity  of  four  hun- 
dred quarters,  a  tun-room  with  nine  washbacks  holding 
a  trifling  hundred  thousand  gallons  or  so,  and  bonded 
stores  with  a  total  of  four  miles  of  guantrees — such 
are  the  proportions  of  this  splendid  distillery.  Through- 
out, the  most  perfect  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  carrying  on  the  work,  and  the  whole  place  so 
skilfully  designed,  that  the  labour  of  transferring  the 
materials  from  one  floor  to  another,  or  from  one  depart- 
ment to  another,  is  reduced  to  a  minimum.  The  new 
West  Highland  Railway  passes  close  to  the  distillery, 
and  sidings  therefrom  will  afford  additional  facilities  as 
soon  as  it  is  in  working  order.  The  kilns  are  fired  by 
peat  fuel  solely,  and  of  these  there  are  five  in  the  two 
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distilleries.  The  "  pot  "  still  is  used  in  the  nswar  as  in 
the  older  distillery,  three  wash  stills  of  a  capacity  of 
8,000  gallons,  and  five  feint  stills  with  a  capacity  of 
2,500  gallons,  completing  the  distilling  equipment. 
Both  steam  and  water  power  are  supplied.  As  might 
be  expected,  there  are  appliances  and  arrangements  of 
great  interest  in  the  newer  premises.  Thus  the  grain 
barrows  or  trollies  contain  five  bushels  each,  and  so  act 
as  measures  in  receiving  the  grain,  and  gravitation 
does  the  work  of  transference  wherever  possible ;  for 
instance,  between  the  washbacks  and  the  stills  shoots 
and  elevators  abound  for  transporting  the  grain  ;  the 
residuum  from  the  mash  tun  or  "grains"  being  dried 
by  one  of  Hecking's  Patent  Grain  Drying  Machines,  so 
that,  if  not  immediately  disposed  of  for  feeding  purposes, 
they  do  not  deteriorate.  Lawrence's  perpendicular 
refrigerators   have  displaced,   too,   the  older  horizontal 


is  as  white  as  snow,  and  the  utmost  order  and  regularity 
are  apparent  throughout.  As  to  the  distilling  process,  it 
is  the  same  as  that  usually  followed  in  making  Highland 
malt.  But  the  element  of  experience  plays  so  large  a 
part  in  distilling,  that  nothing  else  can  supply  its  place, 
and,  fortunately,  the  Ben  Nevis  distilleries  are  not 
deficient  here.  The  staff,  from  the  managers  to  the 
workmen,  all  know  what  they  are  about,  and  possess  a 
wide  general  knowledge  of  the  conditions  of  successful 
distilling  beyond  the  limits  of  any  special  department. 
A  happy  esprit  de  corps  animates  all,  and  the  staff,  no  less 
than  the  proprietor,  is  proud  of  the  position  held  by  the 
distillery.  We  may  add  that  only  a  single  quality  is 
made,  and  is  despatched  pure  and  unblended.  A  pier 
at  Fort  William  and  a  fleet  of  steamers  belonging  to  the 
firm  serve  to  expedite  transit.  Mr.  Donald  Peter 
McDonald,    the   head   of  the   concern,  has  long  been 


arrangements,  a  small  Lawrence  refrigerator  doing  the 
work  better  than  hundreds  of  feet  of  tubing.  A  supply 
of  hot  air  to  the  peat  fires  of  the  drying  kilns  is  secured 
by  a  most  ingenious  arrangement,  so  that  the  drying  is 
not  only  facilitated,  but  certain  other  niceties  in  obtaining 
spirit  of  the  true  Highland  flavour  are  secured.  The 
water  comes  from  Ben  Nevis,  and  may,  without  much 
doubt,  apart  from  its  suitability  for  distilling,  be  regarded 
as  the  purest  water  in  the  Kingdom.  The  grand  sights, 
however,  of  the  distillery  are  its  great  malt  and  barley 
floors  and  bonded  warehouses.  The  stock  is,  of  course, 
enormous,  having  been  held  for  many  years,  in  order  to 
acquire  in  the  wood  that  mellowness  which  the  finest  dis- 
tillations, not  excepting  "  Long  John  "  itself,  do  not  possess 
on  leaving  the  spirit  vat.     The  exterior  of  the  premises 


ably  assisted  by  his  son,  Mr.  John  McDonald,  who  is 
also  a  popular  captain  in  the  Inverness  Militia.  But, 
though  the  memory  of  the  founder  will  not  soon  fade  in 
Lochaber,  it  is  to  the  present  proprietor  that  the  modern 
character  of  the  enterprise  and  its  immense  development 
are  due.  To  say  he  is  as  constructive  as  a  beaver  is 
to  pay  that  useful  animal  a  high  compliment,  but,  in 
plain  English,  the  enterprising,  go-ahead,  self-dependent 
spirit  is  his  in  unusual  measure.  His  name  and  distilla- 
tion are  known  throughout  the  world.  The  crest  of  the 
clan  Donald — a  hand  bearing  a  cresset  cross — has  been 
long  the  trade  mark  of  the  house,  and  no  other  motto 
could  be  more  applicable  to  its  "mountain  dew"  than 
that  of  the  clan — "  Per  Mare  Per  Terms." 
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MESSRS.     J.     YOUNG     &     SONS,     General     Warehousemen, 
High     Street,     Fort     William,     N.B. 


The  large  and  comprehensive  business  controlled  by  this 
important  firm  was  founded  fifty-six  years  ago  by  the  late 
Mr.  James  Young,  a  gentleman  not  less  remarkable  for 
truth  and  goodness  of  character  than  for  that  dis- 
tinguished business  ability  and  resourceful  enterprise 
which  found  tangible  expression  in  his  widespread 
trading  operations.  Since  his  decease,  in  the  middle  of 
1890,  his  five  sons  have  carried  on  the  undertaking  with 
undiminished  success,  each  having  control  of  a  depart- 
ment :  the  general  financing  and  control  resting  with 
the  heads  of  the  different  departments,  who  seem  to 
have  inherited  the  active  spirit  and  savoir  faire  of  their 
late  father.  The  present  title  of  J.  Young  &  Sons  has 
been  borne  for  nine  years. 

So  very  extensive  is  the  business  that  several  suites 
of  premises,  including  large  general  stores,  are  required 
for  its  accommodation.  Three  heavily-stocked  shops 
are  maintained  in  High  Street,  which  may  be  described 
in  a  general  way  as  devoted  to  ironmongery,  outfitting 
and  leather  goods,  and  eatables  and  drinkables.  But  it 
would  be  hard  to  mention  anything  that  Messrs.  J 
Young    &    Sons   cannot    supply.     Catering   with   great 


judgment  for  the  sporting,  agricultural,  and  urban 
communities  of  a  wide  district  extending  from  Fort 
Augustus  to  Oban,  they  may  best  be  described  as 
Universal  Providers.  We  can  only  briefly  indicate  the 
character  of  the  several  departments,  as  any  attempt  to 
enumerate  even  the  specialities  of  the  business  would 
extend  this  notice  far  beyond  the  limits  of  space  afforded 
by  this  volume.  •  The  chief  warehouse,  known  as  the 
Ben  Nevis  warehouse,  is  devoted  generally  to  the  iron- 
mongery and  outfitting,  and  is  a  substantial  stone 
building  with  four  show  windows.  The  ironmongery 
and  hardware  stock  comprises  all  the  usual  items  of 
household  and  kitchen  furnishing,  including  electro- 
plate and  fine  cutlery.  The  builders'  and  general  house- 
ntting  section  is   eminently   complete,   and   contains  all 


the  newest  and  best  brass,  iron,  and  steel  goods.  The 
catering  for  the  farmers  and  horticulturalists  is  ex- 
tremely good,  and  Messrs.  J.  Young  &  Sons  provide 
every  requisite  from  seeds,  heavy  machinery,  and 
general  farming  implements  to  a  "  rose  "  watering-can. 
A  very  special  feature  is  the  provision  made  for  the 
sporting  world,  and  to  this  we  would  direct  the  attention 
of  those  interested.  Shooting  and  fishing  tackle  and 
paraphernalia  of  every  description  and  of  the  best 
character  is  amply  provided.  The  trout  and  salmon 
flies  kept  in  stock,  tied  by  the  celebrated  Redpath  of 
Kelso,  are  very  notably  superior.  We  noted  some 
beautiful  "  peacocks"  for  the  Spean  and  Lochy  rivers  ; 
"  Lizzies "  for  dark  water,  pools,  and  shaded  places; 
and  superior  tyings  of  the  "  amethyst,"  "  black  doctor," 
"butcher,"  and"  Sir  Richard"  types.  The  "blue" 
anf!  "  silver  doctors  "  are  also  exquisite.  In  trout  flies 
the  selection  is  very  complete,  and  presents  every 
variety  for  all  times  and  conditions  for  the  district 
within  a  radius  of  25  miles  from  Fort  William.  In  brief, 
the  provision  made  by  the  firm  for  the  sporting  world 
meets  its  every  requirement.  The  shop  adjoining  that 
devoted  to  the  above  sections  of  the  business  is  appro- 
priated to  outfitting  and  dress  goods  for  both  sexes,  and 
contains  a  superior  selection  of  special  lines  in  dress 
cloths,  tweeds,  and  fancy  materials  ;  shoes  and  hats, 
both  ready-made  and  to  order  ;  and  all  the  usual  minor 
articles — gloves,  underclothing,  umbrellas,  waterproofs, 
hosiery,  etc. — are  obtainable  in  great  variety.  Tailoring 
for  ladies  and  gentlemen  is  carried  on  by  a  select  staff". 
To  the  rear  of  the  main  house  is  the  saddlery  and 
shoemaking  and  workroom  departments ;  and  further  down 
High  Street  is  the  grocery,  wine,  and  spirit  establishment. 
Fine  teas,  coffees,  sugars,  spices,  pickles,  sauces,  fruits, 
preserves,  tinned  goods,  biscuits,  and  all  the  other 
departments  of  a  first-class  house  are  well  represented 
here  ;  while  the  provision  side  of  the  business  shows  a 
good  range  of  home  and  foreign  cheese ;  Belfast,  Ayrshire, 
and  Canadian  hams  ;  beef  hams ;  home  and  foreign 
butter,  dried  fish,  soaps,  candles,  and  sundry  Italian 
goods.  The  wine  list  deserves  special  mention,  and 
includes  all  the  finest  European  vintages  in  ports, 
sherries,  clarets,  champagnes,  very  old  brandies,  rum, 
gin,  and  various  superior  Irish  and  Scotch  distillations. 
"  Long  John  "  may  be  had  in  perfection,  some  of  the 
samples,  about  ten  years  old,  being  exquisite  in  flavour 
and  full  in  body. 

Glenlivet,  Campbeltown,  and  Islay  are  well  repre- 
sented in  the  immense  stock  held,  but  the  proprietary 
blend  of  the  firm,  known  as  "  The  K  Blend,"  identified 
with  the  house  for  half-a-century,  will  be  the  greatest 
treat  for  the  connoisseur.  This  blend  is  composed  ot 
five  specially  selected  Scotch  whiskies,  and  as  a  large 
stock  has  long  been  kept  in  bond,  the  quality  is  both 
uniform  and  superior.  Ranking  among  the  oldest  proprie- 
tary blends  in  North  Britain,  and  having  held  the 
market  for  half-a-century  against  all  rivals,  its  merit  needs 
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no  encomium  here.  Wide  as  is  the  range  of  operations 
indicated  above,  it  by  no  means  exhausts  the  business 
of  Messrs.  J.  Young  &  Sons.  Yachtsmen  and  fishermen 
can  obtain  every  kind  of  boat  fittings  and  fishing  gear, 
from  an  anchor  chain  to  a  hand  line,  and  all  kinds  of 
drift,  trammel,  and  splash  nets.  Even  coach  trimming 
is  provided  for.  In  every  department  the  firm  enjoy  a 
high  reputation,  and  for  whatever  section  of  the 
community  they  cater  they  find  no  want  of  patronage. 
Very  probably,  with  the  opening  of  the  West  Highland 
Railway,  a  new  era  will  begin,  and  Fort  William  rise  to 


the  highest  rank  as  a  Highland  watering  place.  Its 
unequalled  scenery  and  rich  associations  fairly  entitle  it 
to  that  distinction,  and,  in  such  an  event,  it  is  pleasing 
to  know  that  so  old  a  house  as  the  above  is  prepared  to 
meet  the  emergency. 

The  Messrs.  Young  are  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  in  Lochaber,  and,  indeed,  far  beyond  its 
boundaries.  Though  unassuming  and  courteous  men  of 
business,  the  excellent  character  and  honourable  methods 
of  the  partners  are  well  calculated  to  uphold  the  repute 
of  this  old  and  flourishing  house. 


DONALD    BOYD,     General     Merchant,     The     West     Highland     Ironmongery     and     Seed 

Warehouse,  Fort  William. 


This  is  the  oldest  business  of  the  kind  in  the  town,  and 
has  long  enjoyed  a  unique  and  flattering  reputation. 
Its  history  takes  us  back  over  seventy  years  to  the  time 
of  its  foundation  by  the  father-in-law  of  the  present 
owner.  The  founder,  Lachlan  McLachlan,  was  the 
most  famous  saddler  in  the  Highlands,  and  long  enjoyed 
a  patronage  both  at  home  and  in  the  Colonies  of  the 
most  valuable  character.  It  is  no  small  testimony  to 
his  skill  that  his  harness  of  half  a  century  ago  is  still  in 
use,  and  comes  back  to  the  saddlery  department  of  his 
successor  every  now  and  then  for  repairs.  In  1864  his 
son-in-law,  Mr.  Donald  Boyd,  succeeded  to  the  busi- 
ness, and  added  department  after  department  till  at 
length  everything  likely  to  be  wanted  by  any  section  of 
the  community,  except  drapery  and  provisions,  was 
amply  provided.  The  present  premises  were  erected  to 
special  designs  by  Mr.  Boyd  in  1867,  and  offer  every 
accommodation.  The  main  shop  is  of  large  dimensions, 
suitably  appointed,  and  contains  a  comprehensive  selec- 
tion of  the  best  ironmongery  and  hardware  goods  for  all 
purposes.  These  include  fine  cutlery,  spoons  and 
electroplate,  Britannia  metal  goods,  all  the  newest 
ideas  in  pedestal  and  hand  lamps,  tinned  and  japanned 
goods,  tinned  hollow  ware,  brass  and  iron  bedsteads, 
domestic  appliances  and  machinery,  kitchen  plenish- 
ings, brushes  et  hoc  genus  omne.  Builders'  and  contractors' 
goods  are  well  in  evidence,  and  comprise,  inter  alia,  all 
kinds  of  house  fittings,  grates,  ranges,  door  and  window 
furniture,  nails ;  and  zinc,  iron,  and  steel  in  bar  or  sheet. 
The  agricultural  community  is  specially  provided  for, 
and  represents,  perhaps,  the  main  constituency  of  the 
house.  Cultivators  are  provided  with  the  best  home 
and  foreign-made  appliances  in  hoes,  rakes,  scythes, 
forks,  lawn  mowers,  bills,  fencing  wire,  corrugated  iron 
and  felt  roofing,  and,  in  brief,  the  whole  working  para- 
phernalia of  the  farm.  Seed,  of  course,  receives  par- 
ticular attention,  and  is  the  speciality,  par  excellence,  of 
this  warehouse.  Seed  oats  of  the  first  selection,  in- 
cluding Sandy,  Hamilton,  Flemish  and  Potato  varie- 
ties, '  perennial  rye-grass,  red,  white,  and  alsike 
clover,  Aberdeen  (yellow  and  red-top)  turnip  seeds, 
Skivving's  purple-top  Swedish,  tares,  P.  Lawson  and 
Son's,  Limited,  garden  seeds,  cabbage  seeds,  York, 
Drumhead,  German  Green,  extra  curled,  and  Savoys, 


flower  seeds,  and  several  others  are  kept  fresh  and  of 
full  germinating  power.  Mr.  Boyd  is  also  agent  for  the 
celebrated  artificial  manures  and  fertilisers  of  Messrs. 
Richardson  Brothers,  Belfast  ;  and  Lawes,  of  London. 
A  no  less  important  agency  is  that  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  farm  implement  makers,  Messrs. 
John  Wallace  and  Sons,  of  Glasgow,  whose  mowers 
and  reapers  are  too  well  known  in  Scotland  to 
need  mention  in  detail.  Sheep  farmers  are  pro- 
vided also  with  all  kinds  of  dips,  soaps,  tar,  shears, 
and  other  necessities  of  that  important  industry.  The 
original  industry,  i.e.,  that  of  saddlery,  is  still  carried  on 
most  extensively  by  a  large  staff;  and  saddles  for  every 
purpose,  single  and  double  harness,  collars,  horse  cloth- 
ing, and  bridles  are  manufactured  in  the  highest  style 
of  workmanship  and  of  the  finest  materials.  For  the 
sporting  world  Mr.  Boyd  provides  cartridges  of  all  sizes, 
those  of  his  own  loading  being  specially  celebrated  on 
account  of  the  superior  quality  of  powder  used  and  careful 
loading.  Guns  and  gunpowder  traps,  foresters'  tools,  deer 
saddles,  fishing  tackle,  and  the  minor  gear  of  the  sports- 
man are  splendidly  represented.  A  special  department 
deals  with  farmers'  feeding  stuffs,  such  as  Indian  corn, 
Indian  meal,  oil  cake,  and  Riga  cake.  Large  stores  are 
provided  for  the  heavy  stock  held. 

The  proprietor  has  earned  considerable  distinction 
outside  business  operations  in  connection  with  the  West 
Highland  Railway.  By  his  exertions  the  scheme  was 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  proper  persons,  and 
though  no  small  opposition  was  necessarily  met  with, 
the  railway  is  now  practically  a  fait  accompli,  and  will 
"make  the  fortune  "  of  Fort  William.  But  though  a 
man  of  iron  resolution  when  his  mind  is  made  up, 
personally  Mr.  Boyd  is  one  of  the  most  courteous  and 
pleasant  of  men.  He  farms  a  portion  of  the  island  of 
Lismore  and  commands  a  first-class  business  with 
farmers,  the  gentry,  and  the  proprietors  of  shooting 
lodges  from  Lorn  to  Fort  Augustus.  He  also  supplies 
the  contractors  for  the  West  Highland  Railway  with 
all  kinds  of  appliances.  It  will  be  seen,  then,  that  this 
old  and  famous  house  has  lost  nothing  of  its  prestige,  and 
is  not  likely  to  do  so  under  Mr.  Boyd's  control.  His 
private  residence  is  at  Dalchreggan,  near  the  town. 
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A.      S.      M'INTYRE,     General    Warehouseman,    High    Street,    Fort   William. 


The  principal  features  of  the  widely  extended  business 
controlled  by  Mr.  A.  S.  M'Intyre  are  drapery  and 
general  outfitting  for  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  though, 
in  addition,  a  very  large  trade  is  done  in  groceries  and 
provisions,  house  furnishing,  and  hardware.  The  busi- 
ness was  founded  thirty-two  years  ago  by  the  present 
owner,  the  fine  premises  now  occupied  having  been 
built  seven  years  later.  They  are  of  Arran  sandstone, 
cut  and  jointed,  and  contain  two  handsome  and  roomy 
shops.  The  largest  of  these  is  devoted  to  the  drapery, 
and  has  two  fine  show  windows,  neatly  dressed,  and 
showing  the  seasonable  novelties  in  dress  cloths,  tweeds, 
and  small  wares.  The  interior  is  large  and  square, 
excellently  lighted,  and  heavily  stocked.  Just  now  the 
show  of  heavy  Sporting  and  Tourists'  tweeds  and 
tartans  of  all  kinds  is  admirable — the  Harris'  tweeds 
being  specially  noticeable — and,  in  addition,  almost 
every  kind  of  ladies'  and  gents'  dress  goods,  from  the 
finest  Meltons  to  the  latest  summer  "  fancies,"  is  shelved 
in  fine  selection.  Fancy  goods,  and  even  jewellery 
and  watches,  are  represented.  To  the  rear,  on  the 
same  floor,  is  the  special  department  dealing  with 
house  furnishing,  well  stocked  with  everything  in 
this  line  down  to  waxcloths,  matting,  and  linoleums. 
The  cutlers'  and  tailors'  departments  occupy  the 
remainder  of  the  rear,  except  a  portion  reserved  for 
the  business  office.  Ascending  from  the  shop  by  an 
easy  stairway  we  reach  a  brilliant  ladies'  saloon  on  the 
first  floor.  Here  are  displayed  on  stands  and  counters 
all  those  items  of  personal  convenience  or  adornment 
dear  to  the  heart  of  the  fair  sex — mantles,  underclothing, 


millinery,  trimmings,  corsets,  and  the  like.  This 
saloon  is  exceptionally  well  lit,  and  passing  through  it 
to  the  front  of  the  building  we  reach  the  modistes'  work- 
rooms, where  a  dozen  dressmakers,  under  the  supervision 
of  an  experienced  forewoman,  are  engaged  in  making 
up.  Some  of  the  ladies'  orders,  of  course,  go  to  the 
tailoring  staff  below,  about  fourteen  picked  men  being 
employed  in  the  tailoring  section.  This  shop  communi- 
cates with  the  provision  and  grocery  establishment  next 
door.  Though  of  smaller  dimensions  the  latter  is 
equally  complete.  Every  kind  of  grocery,  provisions, 
Italian  and  general  goods  may  be  had  here.  The  great 
speciality  is  the  fine  Ceylon  tea  at  is.  6d.  and  2s.  per 
pound,  but  the  range  of  tinned  and  preserved  goods, 
kitchen  requisites,  and  confections  is  also  very  good. 
Belfast,  Ayrshire,  and  Wiltshire  bacon  may  be  had  in 
perfection,  as  well  as  both  home  and  foreign  cheese. 
The  extreme  dimensions  of  the  warehouse  are  almost 
50  by  60  feet.  Mr.  M'Intyre  gives  his  personal  atten- 
tion to  the  control  of  the  business  (but  is  ass  sted  by 
Mr.  Mitchell,  who  has  been  in  the  business  for  over 
twenty-five  years),  which  is  both  large  and  progressive. 
A  most  representative  connection,  principally  retail,  is 
commanded  over  the  wide  and  prosperous  district  from 
Ardnamurchan  to  Glenelg,  including  sportsmen,  resi- 
dent gentry,  and  agriculturalists.  The  proprietor  is 
himself  one  of  the  most  popular  gentlemen  in  Loch- 
aber,  and  has  been  Provost  of  Fort  William  for  a  year 
and  a  half.  He  has  been  a  Town  Councillor  since  1872, 
is  a  member  of  the  Parochial  Board,  and  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Inverness. 


MR.      HUGH      McDONALD,    Coach    Proprietor,     Fort    William. 


The  great  posting  business  of  Mr.  Hugh  McDonald 
is  one  of  the  chief  institutions  of  Fort  William.  The 
business  has  been  carried  on  by  him  in  its  present  form 
for  fifteen  years,  but  Mr.  McDonald  has  had  a  life-long 
experience  of  the  business,  extending  back  some  forty 
years  to  the  days  of  the  old  mail  coach  from  Glasgow. 

His  posting  establishment  has  steadily  grown  to  its 
present  extensive  dimensions,  and  now  provides  every 
sort  of  vehicle,  from  the  mail  coach,  four-in-hand,  char- 
a-banc,  and  other  large  machines,  to  the  light  and  fashion- 
able landau,  brougham,  or  dog-cart.  Some  forty  or 
fifty  different  vehicles  are  housed  in  his  large  establish- 
ment in  Frazer  Square,  and  there  and  at  his  other  yard 
in  High  Street  stabling  is  provided  for  about  sixty 
horses. 

Mr.  McDonald  has  the  contract  for  carrying  Her 
Majesty's  mails  daily  for  a  distance  of  a  hundred  and 
sixty  miles,  including  the  Kingussie  and  Invergary 
mails. 

A  coach  is  run  every  morning  during  the  season  to 
meet  the  boat  leaving  Oban  at  6  a.m.,  and  takes  pas- 
sengers to  the  foot  of  Ben  Nevis,  where  it  awaits  them 


again  in  the  afternoon,  and  returns  in  time  to  catch  the 
four  o'clock  return  boat,  so  that  the  tourist  can,  if  so 
minded,  do  the  whole  in  one  day. 

In  the  matter  of  general  posting,  Mr.  McDonald's 
resources  are  practically  unlimited,  and  every  facility  is 
placed  at  the  service  of  excursionists.  Vehicles  can 
always  be  secured  by  letter  or  telegram,  as  well  as  saddle- 
horses  and  ponies.  The  proprietor  keeps  up  a  fine  stud, 
and  evidently  knows  something  of  horseflesh.  The  busi- 
ness receives  his  personal  attention,  and  is  rapidly 
growing.  We  may  add,  in  conclusion,  that  the  mail 
coaches  carry  passengers  as  well  as  mails,  except  on 
Sundays,  and  offer  splendid  facilities  for  viewing  the 
grandest  of  Highland  scenery.  The  mail  coach  for  Kin- 
gussie and  Invergary  leaves  at  six  in  the  morning, 
arrives  at  its  destination  at  twenty  minutes  past  twelve, 
leaves  for  Fort  William  at  a  quarter  past  one,  and 
arrives  at  its  starting  point  at  eight  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  McDonald  acts  also  as  a  funeral  undertaker, 
and  has  a  monopoly  of  the  business  from  Inverness  to 
Stirling. 
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THE  IMPERIAL  HOTEL,  Fort  William;  and  Observatory  Refreshment  Rooms,   Ben  Nevis. 

Mr.  Duncan  McKenzie,  Proprietor. 


The  Royal  Burgh  of  Fort  William,  the  capital  of 
Lochaber  and  the  centre  of  the  grandest  loch,  glen, 
moor,  and  mountain  scenery  of  Great  Britain,  is  the 
natural  resting  place  of  tourists,  sightseers,  and  travellers, 
from  the  man  of  science,  curious  to  view  the  working  of 
its  observatories,  to  the  painter  intent  on  studying  the 
play  of  light  and  shade  to  be  seen  nowhere  in  such 
variety  and  perfection.  The  matter  of  hotel  accom- 
modation may  seem  unimportant  in  such  a  connection, 
but  the  fact  is  otherwise,  and  the  question  "  Where 
shall  we  put  up  ?  -"  is  sure  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
visitor  on  his  arrival  in  the  country  of  Lochiel.  Tastes 
differ  in  respect  of  hotels  as  in  most  other  matters  ;  still, 
we  think,  for  comfort,  cuisine,  moderate  charges,  and 
excellent  posting  facilities,  the  I  mperial  Hotel,  controlled 
for  the  last  five  years  by  Mr.  Duncan  McKenzie,  will 
compare  favourably  with  any  similar  establishment. 
Formerly,  the  house,  which  is  a  large  double  one,  was 
the  residence  of  the  Sheriff,  and,  from  its  large  propor- 
tions and  excellent  interior  design,  offers  every  facility 
for  a  first-class  hotel  business.  The  ground  floor  con- 
tains a  comfortable  and  well-appointed  coffee  room,  an 
excellent  smoking  room,  buffet,  culinary  departments, 
and  servants'  offices.  Upstairs  is  a  pleasant  and  suitably 
furnished  sitting  room,  the  remainder  being  devoted  to 
suites  of  excellent  bedrooms.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
perfection  of  the  arrangements  and  appointments  of 
these  cosy  and  comfortable  sleeping  rooms,  which  are 
under  the  control  of  Mrs.  McKenzie.  She  has  good 
reason  to  be  proud  of  the  perfection  of  this  part  of  the 
accommodation  of  the  Imperial,  and,  speaking  from 
ample  experience,  we  can  safely  say  that  nothing  better 
is  to  be   met   with  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 


The  cuisine  is  excellent  and  the  attendance  perfect.  To 
those  fond  of  fine  liquors,  the  cellars  offer  every  des- 
cription of  beverage,  from  the  famous  "  dew  "  to  the 
choicest  wines  of  the  Continent  ;  ports,  sherries,  hocks, 
champagnes,  clarets,  Burgundies,  etc.,  Scotch  and  Irish 
whiskies  of  the  finest  distillations  and  most  mature  age 
may  be  had  in  perfection,  and,  indeed,  nothing  has  been 
omitted  in  the  organization  of  the  establishment  which 
can  in  any  way  conduce  to  the  comfort  or  gratification 
of  its  patrons.  From  the  Imperial,  ample  facilities  are 
provided  for  visiting  the  summits  of  Ben  Nevis,  and  on 
reaching  that  high  elevation,  the  climber  will  find  every 
possible  accommodation  at  his  disposal  in  Mr.  McKenzie's 
refreshment  rooms,  a  few  yards  from  the  Observatory. 
A  very  good  road  has  been  made  to  the  summit  for  both 
horse  and  pedestrian  traffic,  and  provisions  are  sent  up 
daily  on  horseback  by  Mr.  McKenzie  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  thousands  of  visitors  to  the  "highest  point"  of  these 
Kingdoms.  But  Ben  Nevis  is  only  one  of  the  attrac- 
tions of  this  grand  district,  so  rich  in  historical  associa- 
tions too,  and  the  visitor  can  reach  from  the  Imperial — 
Glen  Nevis,  Spean  Bridge,  Roy  Bridge,  Loch  Laygan 
and  Kingussie,  can  stop  at  Inverlochy  and  see  the 
"lions"  of  Lochiel's  country,  can  visit  Glencoe,  with  its 
sad  memories  and  weird  scenery,  or  strike  off  into  the 
Highlands  by  coach  in  every  direction.  The  proprietor 
is  an  energetic  and  capable  man  of  business  and  likes 
his  work.  He  is  an  excellent  host,  and  with  his 
amiable  helpmeet  is  unwearying  in  catering  for  the  public 
of  all  classes  who  find  themselves  beneath  his  hospitable 
roof.  Mr.  McKenzie  also  does  a  large  business  in 
Argyll,  Inverness,  and  Perthshire,  as  an  official  and 
general  auctioneer  and  valuator. 


THE      CHEVALIER"     HOTEL,    Fort    William.      Miss   C.    Smith,   Propvietrix. 


As  the  steamer  approaches  Fort  William,  the  mind  of 
the  tourist  or  visitor  is  very  naturally  withdrawn  from 
the  charms  of  the  surrounding  scenery  to  the  consideration 
of  such  a  common-place  question  as  the  selection  of  an 
hotel.  Facing  the  steamboat  pier  stands  "The  Cheva- 
lier "  in  an  excellent  position  for  commanding  loch  and 
mountain  scenery,  and  offering  superior  accommodation. 
"The  Chevalier"  was  established  15  years  ago  by  the 
present  proprietrix,  Miss  C.  Smith,  who  had  been,  for 
ten  years  previous,  lessee  of  the  Caledonian  Hotel, 
Oban.  The  fittings  and  general  arrangement  are  ex- 
cellent and  the  appointments  exquisite,  the  whole  place 
having  been  re-modelled  and  re-furnished  since  Miss 
Smith's  accession.  The  principal  rooms  on  the  ground  floor 
are  drawing-room,  coffee-room,  and  smoking-room,  all 
suitably  furnished,  the  two  former  being  simply  triumphs 
of  good  taste  and  artistic  arrangement.  There  is  also  a 
bijou  drawing-room  on  the  floor  above,  but  the  remainder 
of  the  house  is  mainly  devoted  to  bedrooms.  "  The 
Chevalier  "  has  long  enjoyed  a   high  reputation  for  the 


excellence  of  its  sleeping  accommodation,  and  the 
attention  devoted  to  this  department  has  not  relaxed. 
The  cuisine  is  of  a  superior  order,  and  the  menu  most  ex- 
tensive. The  wine  list  includes  all  the  best  Continental 
vintages  in  ports,  sherries,  clarets,  Burgundies,  Chablis, 
Sauterne,  still  and  sparkling  hocks,  Moselles,  Cham- 
pagnes, and  liqueurs.  The  accommodation  is  ample  for 
thirty  guests.  "  The  Chevalier  "  can  boast  of  a  long 
succession  of  distinguished  visitors,  including  Professor 
Blackie.  As  many  as  half-a-dozen  foreign  princes  have 
put  up  here  at  one  time,  also  Her  Grace  the  Duchess 
of  Gordon  and  suite,  and  many  noble  and  titled 
names  may  be  seen  on  the  visitors'  book.  Those  desirous 
of  "  doing"  Ben  Nevis,  or  seeing  the  other  lions  of  the 
district,  have  ample  posting  facilities  at  their  disposal. 
In  brief,  the  traveller  who  puts  up  at  this  first-class 
hostelry  will  have  nothing  to  regret,  and  will  find  himself 
in  one  of  the  brightest,  most  complete,  and  most  com- 
fortable hotels  in  North  Britain. 
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WEST     END     HOTEL,     Fort    William.      Proprietor:    Mr.  Donald   McIntosh. 


This  first-class  hostelry  stands  in  its  own  grounds,  lacing 
Loch  Linnhe,  and  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the 
only  hotel  in  the  town  commanding  a  view  of  a  minute 
portion  of  the  stony  "pow"  of  Ben  Nevis.  The  West 
End  Hotel  was  established  some  fourteen  years  ago  by 
the  present  proprietor,  Mr.  Donald  McIntosh,  as  a 
first-class  family  and  commercial  establishment,  and 
has  enjoyed  a  full  share  of  patronage.  The  ground 
floor  contains  a  very  comfortable  and  handsomely 
appointed  coffee  room,  dining  room,  fine  drawing 
room,  comfortable  smoking  room,  buffet,  and  various 
servants'  offices.  The  upper  portions  of  the  house, 
which  is  a  double  one,  are  devoted  to  bedrooms  and 
lavatories,  the  accommodation  sufficing  for  some 
twenty  -  five  guests.  The  sleeping  rooms,  like  the 
remainder  of  the  hotel,  are  well  appointed  and  receive 
that  special  attention  which  is  the  best  recommendation 
of  a  house  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  migratory  public. 
The  cuisine  and  menu  are  unexceptional,  and  the  cellars 
contain  everything  in  the  way  of  fine  wines,  choice  dis- 
tillations, malt  liquors,  aerated  waters,  and  the  like.  The 
wine  list  is,  we  venture  to  say,  a  special  feature,  the 
blend  of  Campbeltown,  Islay,  and  Glenlivet  whiskies, 
which  is  the  blend   of  the   house,   possessing  particular 


merit.  The  "  boots  "  attends  all  steamers,  and  travellers 
wishing  to  combine  the  charms  of  a  villa  residence,  com- 
manding grand  scenery  with  the  comforts  of  a  homedike 
hotel,  will  find,  we  imagine,  the  "  West  End  "  to  their 
mind.  The  host  himself  is  a  master  of  the  business,  and 
gives  his  personal  attention  to  the  housing  of  his  guests. 
For  several  years  he  acted  as  Town  Councillor,  but 
latterly  finds  enough  to  do  to  look  after  the  interests  of 
his  numerous  patrons. 

Posting  facilities  are  provided  amply  in  all  directions, 
and  tourists  or  others  wishing  to  reach  the  top  of  the 
"  Big  Ben  "  of  Fort  William  can  be  sent  up  without 
trouble.  We  have  always  thought  that  the  host  made 
or  marred  a  hotel,  and  our  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
McIntosh,  short  as  it  had  to  be,  confirmed  us  in  that 
opinion. 

His  staff  is  equally  attentive,  and  even  a  misanthrope 
might  feel  at  home  in  this  pleasant  and  comfortable 
retreat. 

Mr.  McIntosh  looks  personally  after  the  comfort 
of  the  lady  guests,  and  being  an  artiste  in  the  cuisine 
department,  the-gastromical  wishes  of  visitors  are  not 
overlooked. 


THE  GRAND  TOUR. 


THE    GRAND    TOUR. 


Glasgow  has  this  advantage  over  its  "  East- 
windy,  West-endy  "  rival  Edinburgh  :  it  is  the  gate  to 
the  Western 
Highlands,  and 
commands  the 
finest  scenic 
tours  in  Scot- 
land. One  thing 
"strikes  the 
stranger  "  as  he 
passes  through 
the  residential 
part  of  Glasgow 
during  the  six 
summer  months, 
namely,  the 
number  of 
houses 'blinded' 
and  barred  and 
left  empty. 
'  The  stranger ' 
will  understand 
it  if  he  take  a 
half-crown  run 
by  rail  and 
steamer  to 
Rothesay  and 
back,  and  watch 
the  crowds  not 
of  visitors  mere- 
ly, but  of  Glas- 
gow business  men,  who  travel  daily  from  the 
Coast.  Farms  in  the  country,  cottages  in  the  ' 
"  sma'  touns,"  all  manner  of  houses  belting  the 
shores  around  the  Lochs  and  skirting  the  Coast, 
are  busy  with  the  citizens  of  Glasgow,  and  visitors 
from  greater  distances. 

The  Clyde  can  boast  of  the  cheapest  and  best 
communication  to  be  found  anywhere.  Three  rival 
Railway  Companies  vie  with  each  other  in  serving 
those  who  wish  to  go  "  doon  the  watter."  The  North 
British  from  Queen  Street  taps  the  principal  places  of 
interest  on  the  north  side  of  the  River  and  Firth,  running 
to  the  lower  end  of  far-famed  Loch  Lomond  (Balloch), 
and  on  to  Helensburgh — a  sort  of  Eastbourne — sloping 


to  the  south,  clean  and  sheltered.  Well-equipped 
steamers  run  from  Craigendoran  to  the  Gareloch — 
where  at  Shandon  flourishes  a  spacious  Hydropathic, 

and    at     Gare- 


.^;  > 


4.        -V. 


LOCH     LOMOND. 


lochhead  a  fa- 
vourite hotel— 
and  to  the  other 
places  that  line 
the  Lochs  and 
Coast. 

The  Cale- 
donian, and  the 
Glasgow  and 
South  -  Western 
race  with  each 
other  on  the 
south  side  of 
the  River  and 
the  Firth,  the 
former  to  Gou- 
rock,  the  latter 
to  Greenock. 

If  the  tourist 
is  bound  for  the 
Kyles  of  Bute, 
or  Ardishaig 
and  Oban,  he 
will  select  the 
Columba  as  his 
steamer  — -  the 
finest  on  the 
River — and  will 
probably  join  it 
at  Greenock  or 
Gouroch,  or,  if 
he  prefer  to  sail 
down  the  Clyde 
all  the  way,  will 
embark  at  the 
Broomielaw  in 
the  heart  of  the 
city.  Should 
he  adopt  the 
latter       course, 
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we  advise  him  to  carry  a  scent-bottle  with  him,  if 
the  morning  be  a  summer  one,  and  especially  if  the 
tide  be  low  !  He  will  have  the  compensation,  passing 
Govan,  &c,  of  seeing  the  great  shipbuilding  yards 
that    have    made    the    Clyde   famous  —  the    Fairfield 


A     CALM     DAY     ON     THE     CLYDE. 

Works,  Clydebank,  and  Denny's  Yard  at  Dumbarton 
among  others.  But  we  fancy  that  not  even  that 
prospect  will  induce  him  to  be  on  board  at  seven 
o'clock,  when,  by  taking  train  from  St.  Enoch  or  the 
Central  Station  two  hours  later,  he  can  overtake  the 
Columba  at  the  point  where  the  river  widens  and  the 
scenery  begins  to  charm.  The  Clyde  has  few  notable 
bits  except  far  up  at  the  Falls  (Cora  Linn),  and  again 
where  it  broadens  to  the  Firth. 

From  the  carriage  window,  on  getting  clear  of 
Glasgow,  we  soon  catch  sight,  far  to  northward,  of  the 
hills  that  embosom  the  Lochs.  Near  at  hand  our  eye  is 
first  fascinated  by  the  towering  Castle  rock  of  Dumbarton, 
a  big  basalt  mass  rising  clear  up  400  feet  into  two  humps. 
Here  Romans,  Vikings,  and  all  the  races  that  followed 
found  a  stronghold  to  keep  or  seize.  Here  Wallace, 
after  being  betrayed  and  captured  by  Monteith,  was 
held  in  "  servile  chains,"  before  being  marched  to 
London  and  execution.  Bruce  and  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots  also  figured  in  that  Rock  Castle.  Beneath  us 
lies  Port  Glasgow,  at  one  time,  before  the  channel  of 
the  River  was  deepened,  the  privileged  port  for  Glasgow. 
As  we  near  Greenock  —  alias  Sugaropolis  —  we  see 
Atlantic  liners  and  ocean  ships  lying  off  the  "  tail  of  the 


bank,"  the  best  anchorage  the  Clyde  affords  ;  or  we  may 
possibly  see  below,  being  slowly  out-distanced,  the 
steamboat  which  we  shall  join  at  Prince's  Pier,  or  at 
Gouroch. 

If  it  is  the  Columba,  we  find  on  board  bookstall 
and  fruitstall,  a  post  office  for  letters  and  telegrams,  a 
restaurant,  a  barber's  shop,  and  every  comfort.  Soon 
we  are  out  into  the  broad  Firth  among  other  hurrying 
throbbing  steamers,  the  Cloch  Lighthouse  guarding  the 
point  to  our  left,  Helensburgh  and  the  mouth  of  Gareloch 
and  Loch  Long  to  our  right,  and  villas  and  cottages 
dotting  the  coast  line  almost  without  break  round  all 
the  bays  and  open  beach.  Within  twenty  minutes  we 
have  crossed  the  Firth,  and  are  skirting  the  shore  at 
Kirn  and  Dunoon,  and  looking  ahead  upon  Bute  and, 
towering  high  in  the  clouds  beyond  it,  the  Isle  of  Arran. 
Should  the  clouds  lift  for  a  little,  we  see  the  sleeping 
Giant  of  Arran,  the  wonderful  image  which  the  rugged 
ridge  of  mountain  forms  against  the  sky.  To  our  left, 
running  away  to  Ayr  and  "  the  land  o'  Burns,"  on  the 
Renfrew  and  Ayrshire  coast-line,  we  see  Castle  Wemyss 
hiding  among  the  trees,  near  Wemyss  Bay,  the  seat 
of  Sir  John  Burns,  head  of  the  Cunard  fleet  of  the 
Atlantic  greyhounds.  Above  the  red  and  beetling 
rocks  rises  the  Wemyss  Bay  Hydropathic. 


ENTRANCE     TO     LOCH     LONG. 

Soon  we  sweep  suddenly  round  Toward  Point, 
and  come  within  sight  of  the  Brighton  of  the  Clyde — 
Rothesay.  Cosily  cradled  in  a  crescent-shaped  bay,  it 
looks  out  upon  the  mountains  to  right  of  it,   mountains 
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to  left  of  it,  and  mountains  in  front  of  it.  Here  a  genial 
southern  climate  prevails,  and  many  a  cold  wind  is 
escaped.  Tier  after  tier  along  the  heights,  the  villas 
look  out  upon  the  busy  Bay  full  of  yachts  and  rowing 
boats  and  craft  of  all  kinds.  Conspicuous  among  the 
buildings  of  the  town  are  Glenburn,  the  Aquarium, 
the  Grammar  School,  and  the  Hotels.  One  of  the 
sights  of  the  Clyde  is  the  Lord  of  the  Isles,  or  the 
Iona,  Columba,  or  Ivanhoe,  packed  with  tourists, 
all  engaged  in  watching  the  crowds  that  throng  the  pier 
and  esplanade,  and  observe  the  observers. 

Here,  in  Rothesay,  a  delightful  time  may  be  spent. 
It  has  its  historic  Castle,  once  a  royal  residence,  now 
half  in  ruins.  To  Mount  Stuart,  the  modern  mansion 
of  the  Marquess  of  Bute,  K.T.,  the  learned  proprietor 
of  the  Island  of  Bute,  conveyances  run  at  frequent 
intervals.  All  the  old  ruins,  of  Castle  and  Chapels  alike, 
have  been  carefully  preserved  by  the  Marquess,  a 
famous  antiquarian.  An  excursion  to  Arran  by  the 
Ivanhoe  will  fill  the  memory  with  "  nests  of  pleasant 
thought." 

Out  of  Rothesay  Bay,  and  passing  Port  Bannatyne 
with  its  Hydropathic  and  Hotels  to  our  left,  we  are 
soon  within  the  Kyles,  or   Narrows,  of  Bute.     On  our 


HOUSE    IN    WHICH    JAMES    WATT    WAS 
BORN,    AT    GREENOCK. 

right,  Loch  Striven  penetrates  far  among  the  Highland 
hills.  On  the  Bute  shore  stands  the  early  home  of  John 
Sterling,   of  Carlyle  fame— Karnes  Castle.     The  Kyles 


DUMBARTON. 

soon  become  genuine  "  Narrows,"  and  the  waterway 
appears  to  have  no  outlet  ahead,  a  cul  de  sac.  The 
timid  traveller  is  soon  at  ease  as  the  vessel  threads  its 
way  among  the  islands  to  broader  waters.  We  have 
passed  Colintraive — the  "  swimming  Narrows  " — where 
the  Bute  graziers,  on  returning  from  the  Highland 
markets,  used  to  make  their  cattle  swim  across  to  the 
Island.  At  the  mouth  of  dark  Loch  Ridden,  running 
off  to  the  right,  stands  the  Islet  Eillan  Leirrig,  marked 
by  ruins  of  a  fort  and  a  single  tree,  where,  in  the 
Monmouth  Rising  of  1685,  Argyll  laid  up  his  stores  of 
war.  Fronting  us,  at  the  foot  of  a  stern  and  wooded 
mountain,  nestles  the  Castle  of  C.  R.  Stephenson,  the 
nephew  of  the  illustrious  engineer.  Curving  to  the  left 
we  come  to  Tighnabruaich,  a  charming  and  sheltered 
retreat  for   the   delicate  ;  then   passing    Karnes,  where 
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powder-mills  stand  at  a  safe  distance  from  human 
habitations.  In  front  of  us  a  low,  flat  Island,  Inch 
Marnock,  with  its  old  Chapel,  is  lost  in  the  remoter 
mountains  of  Arran,  dark  Goat  Fell  leaping  3,000  feet 
up  into  the  sky. 

Sweeping  round  to  the  right  we  are  in  Loch  Fyne, 
of  herring  fame,  and  make  for  Tarbert,  but  yesterday  a 
fishing  village,  to-day  the  resort  of  artists,  and  equipped 
with  a  hotel  and  cottages  for  visitors.  The  Kintyre 
Isthmus  is  so  narrow  at  this  point  that  it  has  often  been 
proposed  to  cut  a  waterway  across  to  the   Atlantic  and 


we  get  on  board  the  steamer  bound  for  Oban.  Now  we 
have  a  taste  of  the  Atlantic,  broken  only  by  the  Western 
Islands,  and  a  view  of  the  wilder,  lonelier,  sterner  cliffs 
and  mountains  of  Jura,  Mull,  Scarba,  and  Easdale. 
Round  the  islands  the  waters  meet  and  mingle  ;  but 
our  sturdy  vessel  defies  them,  and,  after  passing  more 
islands  and  rocks  of  names  unpronounceable,  we  steam 
into  the  Narrows  of  Kerrara,  and  see  before  us  the 
Bay  of  Oban,  that  stretches  round  us  like  an  irregular 
amphitheatre. 

Oban  is  the  favourite  rendezvous  for  tourists  to  the 


DUMBARTON     ROCK. 


let  ships  clear  out  to  sea  without   the   stormy  passage 
round  the  Mull  of  Kintyre. 

Then  on  we  speed  to  Ardrishaig,  where  we  must 
reluctantly  bid  farewell  to  the  Columba  or  Iona,  and 
slowly  thread  the  Crinan  Canal  on  board  the  little 
Linnet.  Had  we  sailed  by  the  Lord  of  the  Isles, 
we  should  have  gone  further  up  Loch  Fyne  to  Inverary, 
the  seat  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll.  Or,  had  we  come  by 
the  Loch  Eck  route,  we  should  have  emerged  upon 
Loch  Fyne  opposite  to  Inverary. 

The  Linnet  has  so  many  locks  to  pass  through 
that  we  prefer  to  walk  the  nine  miles  to  Crinan,  when 


Western  Highlands.  It  commands  the  way  to  all  the 
best  scenery  of  the  Western  Islands  to  Skye,  to  Staffa 
and  Fingal's  Cave,  Iona  and  the  Cathedral  of  St. 
Columba,  as  well  as  the  Caledonian  Canal  to  Inverness. 
From  being  an  unknown  village,  it  has  rapidly  become 
the  resort  of  visitors  from  all  parts  of  Britain  and  from 
far-off  Colonies.  It  can  boast  of  an  esplanade  and 
numerous  well-equipped  hotels  overlooking  the  Bay, 
with  its  many-sized  yachts  and  other  boats  riding  at 
anchor.  Villas  and  streets  with  good  shops  have  sprung 
up  with  the  growing  popularity  of  this  Highland 
watering-place. 

A   mile    along   the    beach    rises    ivy-clad    Dunollie 
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Castle  on  its  rocky  prominence,  pronounced  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  ruins  in  all  "  bonnie  Scotland." 
Within  four  miles  of  Oban  stands  what  is  left  of 
Dunstaffnage  Castle,  once  the  seat  and  centre  of 
Scottish  monarchy,  where,  too,  lay  for  long  the  Crown- 
ing Scone  or  Stone  of  Destiny,  afterwards  enthroned  at 


enjoy, — to  Loch  Etive,  Glencoe,  and  Ballachulish, 
where  stands  a  good  hotel ;  to  Fort  William  by  the 
Devil's  Staircase,  to  Loch  Linnhe,  and  to  Loch  Awe, 
as  well  as  to  Staffa,  Iona,  Skye,  Stornoway,  &c. 

No  place  can  offer  such  a  splendid  variety  of  health 


ROTHESAY     CASTLE,     ISLE     OF     BUTE. 


Scone,  and  now  under  the  Crowning  Chair  of  West- 
minster Abbey.  Certain  over-wise  men  tell  us  that 
hither  the  stone  was  brought  by  Jeremiah,  and  that  it  is 
the  same  as  the  stone  on  which  Jacob  laid  his  head 
when  he  saw  the  angels  !  It  would  be  impossible  to 
describe    all    the    excursions    which    the    Obanese    can 


and  interest,  of  mountain,  sea,  and  island,  as  Oban  ; 
and  a  visit  to  such  scenes  as  it  commands  will  never  be 
forgotten. 

The   return   journey   ought    to    be   made    by    rail, 
through  carriages  running  to  Glasgow  by  every  train. 


Cora  Linn] 


THE     FALLS     OF     CLYDE. 


[Near  Lanark. 
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BEN     MORE. 


As  we  climb  the  hill,  we  gain 
a  clear  view  of  Loch  Linnhe 
and  the  hills  on  the  Island  of 
Mull ;  and  then  in  succession 
we  pass  Dunstaffnage  Castle, 
Loch  Etive,  and  Taynuilt, 
with  Ben  Cruachan  lifting 
itself  aloft  ahead  of  us.  We 
skirt  the  base  of  the  mountain, 
along  the  Pass  of  Brander, 
beside  the  Awe,  till  we  catch 
sight  of  richly-studded  Loch 
Awe  and  reach  the  village  of 
Dalmally,  where  the  hotel 
invites  the  tourist  to  remain. 
Up  the  steep  and  bleak  strath 
we  climb  to  Tyndrum,  till  we 
see  Ben  More  and  Ben  A'an 
showing  their  twin  peaks  in 
striking  grandeur.  At  Crian- 
arich  we  can  diverge,  and  cross 
by  coach  to  Loch  Lomond,  and 
back  to  Glasgow.  Skirting 
Ben  More  and  Loch  Dochart, 
our  train  drags  us  up  to  Killin, 


nearly  a  thousand  feet  above 
the  sea,  from  which  we  view 
fair  Loch  Tay  and  Ben 
Lawers.  On  the  way,  we  have 
passed  a  hotel  that  anglers  and 
other  sportsmen  know  well. 
Killin,  4  miles  off,  is  a  village 
that  sits  in  the  heart  of  an 
enchanting  region. 

Down  wild  Glen  Ogle, 
we  quickly  emerge  far  above 
Loch  Earn,  and  see  its  em- 
bosomed waters.  At  its  hotel 
we  can  alight,  or,  if  we  choose, 
skirt  its  wooded  margin  by 
coach  to  Crieff  and  Perth.  A 
little  further  homewards  we 
pass  within  a  short  distance 
of  the  Braes  of  Balquhidder, 
where  the  reader  of  Scott  may 
find  located  the  graves  of  Rob 
Roy,  his  wife,  and  sons. 

Past  Strathyre  and  along 
the  Pass  of  Leny,  with   pre- 
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cipitous   Ben    Ledi   to    our    right,    we    soon    emerge 

within  sight  of  the  Scott  country,  and  land  at  Callander. 

Ben  Ledi  can  be  easily  ascended  from  Callander, 

and    the    pilgrim    to    its    summit   may    be    interested 


of  the  Lake  are  set.  On  our  way  to  Loch  Katrine, 
past  "  Samson's  Putting-stone,"  we  soon  come  to 
Coilantogle  Ford,  at  the  foot  of  Loch  Vennachar, 
where  Roderick  Dhu  flung  down  his  challenge  to  Fitz 


INVERARY     AND     DUNQUAIGH. 


to  know  that  it  got  its  name — meaning  "  the  Hill 
of  God"  —  from  the  "Beltane  mysteries,"  which 
were    celebrated    there    in    the    unhistoric    past. 


James.  But  the  poetry  of  the  place  has  been 
banished  by  the  prosaic  Water  Works  for  Glasgow. 
Then     past     the    Brig    of     Turk    and     the    entrance 


SOUND     OF     KERRARA. 


Callander   is   a  monotonous  place  in  itself,   but   a 
splendid  centre.     All   around,   the   scenes   of  the   Lady 


to  Glenfinlas  (giving  name  to  another  of  Sir  Walter's 
poems)     skirting    the    side    of    charming    little    Loch 
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Achray,    on    to    that    "bristled    territory"    called    the 
Trossachs.       Here    we    might    diverge    to    Aberfoyle, 


Not  very  many  years  ago  the   "  wilder'd   forest" 
was    untrodden    by   any   human   highway,    and    pene- 


SHORES     OF     MULL. 


Loch   Ard,   Loch  Voil,  Loch   Earn,  Loch  Taj',  Bridge 
of   Allan,    etc.,    but    we  ^prefer   to    see    the    Trossachs 


trated  mainly  by  the  "  cattle  lifters,"  the   MacGregors 
and    others   of   that    ilk. 


OBAN     DOG     STONE. 


and   Loch   Katrine,  so  aptly  painted  for  us  by  Scott  : 
High  on  the  South,  huge  Ben  Venue 
Down  on  the  lake  in  masses  threw 
Crags,  Knolls,  and  Mounds,  confusedly  hurl'd 
The  fragments  of  an  earlier  world. 


Who  can  describe  Loch  Katrine,  Ellen's  Isle,  Ben 
Lomond  rising  up  beyond  Ben  Venue  and  all  the  vista 
that  has  too  quickly  passed  before  our  eyes,  till  we 
reluctantly  land  at  Stronachlacher  ? 
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But  as  good  as  what  has  gone  awaits  us.  The 
coach  soon  covers  the  five  miles  over  the  steep  pass, 
with  Rob  Roy's  cave  near  at  hand,  to  Inversnaid,  near 
the    head   of   Loch    Lomond,    that   home    of    natural 


It  is  better  to  return,  however,  to  Callander  and 
visit  another  magnificent  scene  at  Stirling.  Dunblane, 
site  of  a  well-preserved  cathedral,  which  has  a  choice 
window  to  Ruskin's  mind  ;  and  then   Bridge  of  Allan, 


LOCH     ARD,     NEAR     ABERFOYLE. 


beauty.  Our  little  steamer  threads  its  way  among  its 
romantic  islets,  with  lofty  Ben  Lomond — Scott's  Craig 
Royston — to    the    left,  and,  after   a    matchless   sail    of 


retreat  of  those  of  delicate  chest  ;  Wallace  monument  on 
its  crag,  are  passed  on  the  way.  Crossing  the  River 
Forth  we  are  at   Stirling   Castle.     The   history  of  this 


ELLEN     ISLE,     LOCH     KATRINE. 


about  20  miles,  we  get   train   at   Balloch,  and  are,   ere 
long,  back  in  Glasgow  again. 


stronghold,  with  that  of  Edinburgh  Castle,  is  the  history 
of  Scotland.     It  stood  many  a  stern  siege,  and,  within  a 
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short  distance  of  it,  the  battle  of  Bannockburn  was 
fought.  The  Stuarts  made  it  their  royal  residence,  and 
here  James  VI.  and  I.  was  baptized. 

It  was  at  one  time  in  the  hands  of  the  English  for 


ST.   JOHN'S    EPISCOPAL    CHURCH,   OBAN. 

ten  years,  and,  in  order  to  keep  firm  possession  of  this 
"  Bulwark  of  the  North,"  Edward  II.  brought  a  large 
army  with  him  towards  Stirling,  bent  on  the  invasion 
of  Scotland,  when  he  was  intercepted  by  Bruce  and 
signally  defeated  at  Bannockburn.  Edward  had  brought 
a  poet  with  him  to  celebrate  the  expected  victory.  The 
unhappy  poet  was  held  a  prisoner,  but  was  offered  his 
liberty  by  Bruce — who  had  his  countrymen's  dry  humour 
— if  he  would  compose  a  poem  in  honour  of  the  Scottish 
triumph.  The  distressed  poet  consented,  and  his  ode 
of  victory  is  read  and  recited  to  this  day.  Next  day 
Bruce  regained  the  Castle  of  Stirling. 

The  Douglas  Room  in  the  Castle,  besides  con- 
taining interesting  relics — a  pulpit  and  communion  table 
used  by  Knox,  a  Lochaber  axe  found  at  Bannockburn, 
etc., — has  its  own  tragic  story,  owing  to  its  connection 
with  that  brave  but  ill-starred  baron,  William,  Earl  of 
Douglas.  He  had  long  set  all  authority,  even  the 
King's,  at  defiance,  and  had  traversed  the  country, 
plundering  and  destroying  wherever  he  went.  At  the 
King's  invitation,  however,  he  went  to  the  Castle  of 
Stirling,  under  the  promise  of  a  safe  conduct.  The  King 
strove  to  persuade  him  to  abandon  his  lawless  life  :  the 


proud  Earl  defiantly  refused ;  and  the  King,  carried 
beyond  his  own  control  by  passion,  plunged  his  dagger 
into  the  Douglas,  declaring,  "  If  thou  wilt  not  break  the 
bond,  this  shall."  The  royal  servants  entered,  and, 
seizing  the  bleeding  body,  flung  it  out  of  the  Castle 
window.  Centuries  afterwards,  in  1797,  when  some 
excavators  were  digging  in  the  garden  below  the  win- 
dow, a  skeleton  was  found  which  was  believed  to  be  all 
that  was  left  of  the  Earl. 

Among  the  other  interesting  features  of  Stirling  are 
"  Mar's  Work,"  an  unfinished  but  richly  ornamented 
fragment  of  a  building  undertaken  by  the  Earl  of  Mar; 
"Argyle's  Lodgings,"  a  remnant  of  the  old  mansions 
where  the  Scottish  gentry  had  their  "town  houses" 
long  ago;  and  Greyfriars  Church  and  the  Cemetery, 
where  may  be  seen  the  fine  monument  to  the  "Virgin 
Martyrs  "   of  the  Solway  Sands. 

In  these  modern  and  degenerate  days  the  sound  of 
battle  has  ceased,  and  only  the  sound  of  railway  trains 
can  be  heard  at  this  "  Key  to  the  Highlands." 

From  the  battlements  of  the  Castle  the  eye  can  see 
a  magnificent  sweep  of  mountain  chain  surrounding  the 


STIRLING     CASTLE. 

valley  through  which  the  Forth  wends  and  winds  its 
curving  way — fit  conclusion  to  the  Grand  Tour. 

And  yet  no   tour   in   Scotland  is   complete  to-day 
which  does  not  include  the  Forth  Bridge.       The  visitor 
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will  first  cross  it  by  train,  keeping  one  eye  for  the 
gigantic  iron  girders  and  the  other  eye  for  the  far- 
reaching  view,  both  seawards  and  up  the  Forth.  Then 
descend  to  North  Queensferry,  at  the  base  of  the 
Bridge,  where  a    small  steamer   will  ply  under   its  huge 


cantilevers,  giving  the  mind  an  opportunity  of  realizing 
this  stupendous  achievement  of  human  skill.  From 
Dalmeny,  trains  carry  us  home  again  to  Glasgow,  and 
we  return  infinitely  richer ;  for  the  world  has  grown  more 
interesting  to  us  by  the  addition  of  the  Highlands. 


TULLIECHEWAN,     LOCH     LOMOND. 
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Hanson,   E.  and  Co. 
Houston,  James 
Henderson,  James 
Hamilton  James 
Haythorn  and  Stuart 
Harley  and  Sons 
Heys,  Z.  and  Sons 
Hamilton,  Alexander 

Irving,  Bros.     ... 

Johnston  and  Honeyman  ... 
Jamieson  and  Co. 
Jenkins,  Duncan 

.  Kerr  and  Co.    ... 
Kay,  Thomas  and  Co. 
Kasaama  Food  Co. 
Kelvinside  Ladies'  College 

Lewis,  W.  and  R. 
Lawrie,  Thomas  and  Son... 
Leitch,  William   M. 
Livingston,  G.  B.  and  Co. 
Lawson,   R.  and  Co. 
Lyle,  James 
Lightbody,  William 
Love,  J.  W.  and  Co. 
Lachlan,  James 
Laird,  John  and  Son 
Lloyd,   Workman,  and  Co. 
London   Boot  Co. 


H3 
149 

156 
167 
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184 
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213 
217 
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83 
114 
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149 
172 
181 
204 
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114 
148 
231 

190 
192 

208 
230 

73 
107 
118 
124 
I25 

159 

163 

179 

i«3 
206 
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218 


GLASGOW- 
LOW,  Archibald 
Lillie  and  Russell 

Langside  Academy  and  Boarding  Estab- 
lishment... .... 

MacLeod,  William  and  Co. 

McLaren,  W.  and  Sons    ... 

MacBrayne,   David 

Mann,  Byars,  and  Co. 

McPherson  Bros. 

Mackie,  J.  Winton 

McCall  and  Stephen 

Muir  and  Houston 

Mason,  George  and  Co.     ... 

Metallic  Art  Co. 

Macfarlane,  Walter  and  Co. 

Murray,  John  and  Sons     ... 

McGeacbin,  Douglas 

More,  James  and  Co.. 

MacFarlane,  John  and  Co. 

McMillan,  S.   H.  and  D.  ... 

McFarlane,  Archibald  and  Sons 

Manuel  and  Webster 

Murray,  James  and  Co. 

McLachlan,  Wm.  and  Co. 

McKenzie,  D.  and  J. 
Melville  and   Ross 
Murdoch,   Robt. 
Miller,  James  and  Son 
McNaughtan  and  Sinclair  .. . 
Malcolm,  Alex,  and  Co.     ... 
McCord,   Robert  and  Son... 
McAlister,  John  and  Sons 
Main,  Thomas... 
Munro,  Robert  and  Co.     ... 
McCall,  James  and  Son     ... 
Morrison,  Hugh  and  Co.  ... 
MacArthur  and  Jackson    ... 
M'Farlane,  James 

Morison,  Bros 

Muirhead,  Thomas  and  Co. 
Moore,  G.  and  C. 
Miller,  David  N. 
M'Innes  and  M'Lachlan 
Mackinlay,  John  N. 
Martin,   Robert  and  James 
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52 
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98 
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GLASGOW— 

Moncur,  John  ... 
Muirhead  and  Grant 
Martin,   W.  and  J. 
Mabon,  A.  and  Co. 
M'Leod,  Thomas 
Murray,  Thomas  and  Son 
Montgomerie,  John 
Meikle,  William 
MacLellan,  P.  and  W.      ... 

New  York  Life  Insurance  Co. 
Nicol,   Thomas 
Nelmes,  H.  and  Co. 


O'Brien,  James 

Paton,  Brown,  and  Co. 

Paul,  James  and  Sons 

Pavilion  Restaurant 

Pattullo  Bros.   ... 

Paterson,  J.  M. 

Pottage,  J.  C.  ... 

Peacock,  R.  A.  and  Son 

Purden,  John    ... 

Paul  and  Chapman 

Philson  and  Co. 

Picken,  John  M. 

Penman,   Howard 

Paterson's  Chemical  Manufacturing  Co 

Robertson,  John 

Royal  Hotel      ... 

Ritchie,  Graham,  and  Milne 

Roberton,  James 

Rowat,  Alexander  and  Co. 

Ross,  H. 

Ramsay  and  Ramsay 

Riley,  Alexander 

Robley  and  Co. 

Robb  and  Smart 

Robertson,  M.  W.  and  Co. 

Rowan  and  Co. 

Robertson,  William 

Singer  Manufacturing  Co 

Stephens,  Alexander  and  Sons 


GLASGOW— 
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193 

Scott,   Robert    ... 

193 

Stewart  and  Macdonald 

I96 

Strattan  and  Mackay 

204 

Spite,  Francis  and  Co. 

208 

Stevenson,  J.  and  B. 

211 

Simons,  Jacobs,  and  Co. 

2l6 

Stewart,  Thomas 

219 

Stirling,  Robert  M. 

224 

Smith  and  Simons 

Swan,  James  G.  and  Co. 

79 

Smith,  J.   Newbigging  an 

135 

Stewart,  D.  and  Co. 

202 

Sawers,  J.  and  T. 

Scott,  A.  and  J. 

219 

Stewart,  A.  and  Co. 

Steedman  and  McAlister 

5i 

Standard  Clothing  Co. 

in 

Smith,   Robert  and  Co. 

"7 

Stevenson  and  Co. 

123 

Stewart  and  Young 

129 

Spence,  David  ... 

*34 

Sharp  and  Cruickshanks 

176 

Shaw,  Walker,  and  Co. 

185 

Sangster,  John 

190 

Smith,  James  and  John 

191 

Snodgrass,  J.  and  R. 

194 

Steel's  Hotel     ... 

195 

Sharpe,   Andrew 

226 

63 

73 
100 
107 
126 

J33 

144 

157 
J57 
162 

198 

2I5 

217 

42 
44 
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Thompson,  M.  F. 
Thomson,  William  and  Co 
Taggart,  George  and  Co. 
Thomson,  James  and  Son 
Thomson,  Archibald  and  Co 

Ure,  John  and  Sons 
United  Creameries 


Wood,   Hugh  and  Co. 
Whyte,  Thomson,  and  Co. 
Whiteley's  Business  Training  College 
Willis,  Nelson,  and  Co.     ... 
White,  James   ... 
Westbourne  Gardens  School 
Wilkie,   Robert... 
"  Warneuke  "... 
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GLASGOW— 

Wolffe  Bros.     ... 
Wallace,  James 

Young,  J.  H.  and  Co. 


KILBIRNIE— 

Knox,  W.  and  J. 

Reid  and  Co.    ... 
Watt,  John  and  Co. 


GLENGARNOCK— 

Kerr,  Robert  and  Sons 


LOCHWINNOCH- 

Hunter,  Hamilton,  and  Crawford 


LARGS— 

Brisbane  Arms  Hotel 

Clark  and  Co.  ... 
Glen,   R.  and  Son 
Mackay,  T.,    Junr. 
Simpson,  J.  and  R. 
Watson,  Peter ... 
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BEITH— 

Barr,  William  ... 

233 

Crawford  Bros. 

232 

Caledonia  Cabinet  Works 

236 

Gardiner,  J.  and  J. 

237 

Muir,  John  and  Son 

234 

Melville,  Hugh  and  Co.     ... 

236 

Stevenson,  Higgins,  and  Co. 

234 

Wilson  and  Gait 

233 

Wylie,  Matthew  and  Son 

238 

239 
238 

240 


240 


241 


242 

243 

242 

243 
243 

241 


ARDROSSAN— 

Allison,  John 
Eglinton  Hotel 
Guthrie,  Arthur 
Murchie,  Charles 
Russell  and  Fullarton 
Young,  William 

ROTHESAY— 

Adamson,  J.  and  Son 

Bute  Arms  Hotel 
Buchanan,   Malcolm 

Crichton's  "Gridiron"   Restaurant 

Dobbie  and  Co. 

Irvine,  Andrew 

Jamieson  and  Son 

King,   Robert     ... 

Lister,  Alexander 

M'Kinlay's  Temperance  Hotel 
McKirdy,  Hugh 
Milloy,  L. 
McKinnon,  Gilbert 
Mitchell,  T.  and  Son 

Robertson,  Angus 

Stewart  Sea  Water  Baths 
Sharp,  John  C. 
Stewart  and  Co. 
Silver,  Andrew  Y. 

Weir,  Dugald   ... 


DUNOON— 

Anderson,  James 

Braid,  Mrs. 
Cooper,  T.  A.  ... 
Hutcheson,  W. 
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DUNOON- 


M'Dougall,  Robert 


Parker,   M,        ... 

Royal  Hotel  (Innellan) 
Royal  Hotel,  Dunoon 

Stirling,  G. 
Smith's  Library 
Smith,  T.  P.     ... 

Thompson,  James 


CAMPBELTOWN— 

Armour,   Robert  and  Sons 
Campbeltown  Shipbuilding  Co. 
Campbell,  James 

Galbraith  and  Cochrane    ... 
Gillon,  William 

Huie,  J.  and  Co. 

Lochruan  Distillery 
Lamb,  Colvill,  and  Co. 
Lloyd's  Hotel    ... 

Mathews,  Daniel 
M'Taggart,  James  M. 
JVTcEachran,  John  J.  and  Co. 
Mitchell,  J.  and   A.   and  Co. 
Macnair,   S. 
Muir,  Alexander 
Mackay,  P.  and   Co. 

Reid,  William   ... 

Watson,  Alexander 


DUMFRIES— 

Alexander's  Studios 
Aitchison,  J.  T. 
Armstrong,   R.  and  Son 
Adair,  J. 

Barbour,   Robert 
Burnet,  T.  H.  ... 

Crichton  Royal  Institution 
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DUMFRIES— 

Callander,  John 
Chicken,  John  ... 
Clark,  J.  and  J. 

Dinwiddie,  James  and  Co. 
Dods,  J.   W.      ... 
Dunbar,   G.  and  Son 
Donnan,  James  S. 

Fotheringham  and  Co. 
Fallas,  John 

Hutton,   Robert 
Hunter,  A.  and  T. 
Henderson,   W.  T.   and  Co. 

Johnston,   R.  A.  and  W.   ... 

King's  Arms  Hotel 

Maxwell,  J.  and  Son 
Macgowan  and  Co. 
Muir,   William  ... 

Patterson,  Andrew 

Reid,  James 
Rodger,  Hugh  ... 

Sutherland,  John   W. 

Thompson,  A.  ... 

Wylie,  Douglas 

Wilson,  Jespers,  and  Co.  .. 


CASTLE     DOUGLAS- 

Brown,  James  ... 

Dobie,  Andrew 
Smith,  William 

DALBEATTIE— 

Newall,  D.   H.  and  J. 


STRANRAER- 

Gray,  John 
George  Hotel 


NEWTON     STEWART- 
Ballach,  A. 
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MAYBOLE- 
Crawford,  Robt. 
Gray,  John  and  Co. 
Hunter,  Thos. 
Jack,  Alex,  and  Sons 


LANARK— 

Crichton's  Clydesdale  Hotel 

Davidson,   A.  and  Sons 

Meikle,  J.   and  R. 
Macleay,   R. 


GALASHIELS— 

Aimers,  Thomas  and  Sons 

Chadwick,  John  and  Co.   ... 

Douglas  Hotel  ... 

Herbertson,  A.  and  Son    ... 
Hall,   Robt.  and  Co. 

Roberts,   Dobson,  and  Co. 

Shaw,  James  and  Bros. 


SELKIRK— 

Boyd  and   Robertson 

HAWICK  — 

Forbes,   John     ... 


AIRDRIE— 

Reston,  Alex,  and  Son 

Shiels  and  Macnicol 


CRIEFF  — 

Aitken,  Mark  and  Sons 

Crieff  Carriage  Works 

Macfarlane,  T.   F. 

Strathearn   Hydropathic  Establishment 


TYNDRUM— 

Royal  Hotel 
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306 

3°5 
304 

307 

307 

307 
308 


CALLANDER— 

Duncan's   Temperance  Hote 

HaUy  and  Co.  (Auchterarder) 

Luib  Hotel  (Glendochart) 

McNab,  B.  and  M. 

Melrose,  Daniel 

MacEwen,  D.  and  J.  and  Co. 


LOCH     KATRINE— 

Stronachlachar   Hotel 

Trossachs  Hotel 

LOCH    AWE— 

Loch  Awe  Hotel 
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3J9 
325 

319 
320 

322 


309 

Portsonachan  Hotel 

323 

308 

Taycreggan  Hotel 

321 

310 

LOCH     LOMOND— 

310 

Tarbet   Hotel     ... 

324 

311 

OBAN— 

310 

Bisshopp,  Cecil   H. 

331 

309 

Munro,  John 

328 

Mackay,  Alex.  ... 

33° 

Macdonald,  Hugh 

331 

311 

Maclachlan,   D.   C. 

332 

MTsaac,  John  ... 

333 

McCall,  D.  and  Co. 

334 

311 

Royal  Hotel      ... 

33° 

Victoria  Hotel  ... 

329 

312 

3J3 

FORT    WILLIAM— 

Ben  Nevis  and  Nevis  Distilleries 

336 

Boyd,  Donald   ... 

339 

3H 

Chevalier  Hotel 

341 

3i3 

Imperial  Hotel... 

341 

316 

M'Intyre,  A.  S. 

34° 

n*                315 

McDonald,   Hugh 

34o 

West   End  Hotel 

342 

3*7 

Young,  J.  and  Sons 
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